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OST/VORTEM 

Kei^dln 

I was giving computer 
lessons to some teenagers 
when tlte'Rolx)t 1^' 
issue Qtme 230) came to 
hand, and I enjoyed dis¬ 
cussing Tahsem Ameen's 
spectacular feat with 
them. 

Although the idea of 
creating a robot appears 
veiy modem, tlw prin¬ 
ciples behind mal^g one 
go back thousands of 
years. Mechanical cogs 
and gears, an essential 
part of robotics, were first 
used by Greeks and 
Romans in andent days. 

They knew about pistons 
and cylinders, too, which 
now form the basis of 
hydraulic actuators that 
power robot movement. 

By the end of tlw 17d) 
century, engineers 
already knew about most 
of the mechanical compo¬ 
nents that go to make up a 
modem, computer- Tj 

ccmtrolled ro^t. r~ 

P,C.Dai^ttpta. 

Calcutta 

■I While the younger 
gefwration in Indian 
society today is either day- 
drearning or into drug 
addicticm, Tahseen Ame- 
en has not only proved 
, himself a good student, 
but a good citizen as weU. 
NULTamveer, 

Calcutta L 







Tahseen Amaan: A good stuctont and « good cWzan 


BS There has never been 
a dearth of brains in our 
country. The only rea¬ 
son why we Indians 
always lag behind is the 
apathy of the govern¬ 
ment and that of the 
institutions dealing 
with technological 
projects. 

Also, there are so 


many famous schools in 
the country that extort a 
huge amount of money 
from students as fees or 
donations, but not one 
of diem has crane up 
widi a single achieve¬ 
ment wordi nwntioning. 
Deepak Kumar Das 
AdMkari, 

Calcutta 
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wasmadeona 
low budget ccnnpared to 
the other competitors' 
robots. 

^dents like him 
should be encouraged, 
and the encouragement 
should come from die 
sdiool. I think very few 
schools wcHild have spent 
all diat mtniey on a single 
student 

Khandakar Mokidml 
Htupu, 

Cmmtta 

The Sky, 
Armpits ••f and 
Silence 

■ The extract feom Fko 
Iyer's bcxdc (*11)6 Sifence 
and die Slg^, lime 27) 
vividly presented die 
varioussodalandcidtu- 
ral spots and places cd tou¬ 
rist interest in Australia. 

However, the aidcfe 
about the fashion dtow 
on an East West Airlines' 
flight was substandard. 
One is not invested in 
lidiotograplis oi modete 
dis|da)rii^ armpits, even 
if infl^^. bi ai^cnse we 
get to see better modds in 
TV commercials. 
B.N.Boae, 

Cakutta 





SO, IF you were given a crorc, no questions 
asked, and maylw a two-week deadline to spend 
it, how would you splurge? WeU known celebrit¬ 
ies (and some not-so-well known,ordinary people) 
take a shot at their budgetary wish fulfilments. 
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Fo5u! 

Bill Gates, the brain behind Microsoft, has retvritten 
computer history. And Indiansform the largest single 
ethnic group at the company, 
repons Lakshmi GopaUnishnan 


T hey call him Bill, the Boy Won¬ 
der, and he dropped out of 
school to follow his muse, to 
build on a dream. 
Thirty-wven today, that Harvard 
freshman has rewritten computer 
history. Microsoft, his brainchild, has 
blazed past the beefier BOEING to 
become the Seattle area's leading rar- 
porate citizen. Its market value tops 
that of IBM and Apple. Its figures bog¬ 
gle the mind. 

Revenues for the first quarter of 
1993 stand at $ 958 million and at 
$ 2.71 billion for the nine-month per¬ 
iod ending March 1,1993. Each 
reflects an increase of approximately 
40 per cent over figures recorded in 
the same periods in 1992. 

What is even more noteworthy is 
that the company is still growing, still 
hiring. For computer-trained hoi-polloi 
worldwide, Microsoft's defiance of 
the recession translates to a single 
word: opportunity, as scarce these 
days as it is sweet. For Indians determi¬ 
ned to succeed in a competitive 
industry, the professional program¬ 
mer as well as the ITT graduate, Micro¬ 
soft is Mecca. 

Indians form the largest single eth¬ 
nic group in an intensely cosmopoli¬ 
tan community, but it is up to the indi¬ 
vidual to sink or swim. Diversity, a 
buzzword on American college cam¬ 
puses, is taken for granted here. At 
most levels, Microsoft is strictly a meri¬ 


tocracy. Hard work, and only hard 
work, pays. 

And it all flows from the top. Bill 
Cates remains closely involv^ in the 
day-to-day working of the company 
and is the glue that binds the whole. 
Says Pradeep Singh, Group Manager, 
Mobile Services for Windows: "It 
makes alFthe difference to have a sin¬ 
gle individual in charge." One of the 
ft?w Indians who have moved to 
upper management, Singh maintains 
that one of Microsoft's greatest streng¬ 
ths is persistence, reflected in its every 
undertaking. 

Sharad Mathur a.nd Arul Menezes 
got their first taste o< this when they 
received offers from Microsoft while 
still at HT Bombay. "Following the 
offer, we were really wcKied in style," 
recalls Mathur, now technical lead of 
ARADOR, a digital communications 
group. "We'd get courier packages of 
books, telegrams, all. It was probably 
no big deal for film, but we felt great." 

Making a "big deal" of its work for¬ 
ce seems to be the norm, even compa¬ 
ny p<^icy. Employees are encouraged 
to feel a strong senseof product owner¬ 
ship. Describe as a "model of corpor¬ 
ate capitalism", by a senior executive, 
Microsoft seems instead to have maste¬ 
red the lcs.sons of Democracy 101: the 
aimmunity cannot thrive 'when its 
upper drawers are shut on the fingers 
of those lower down'. 

In development groups, decisions 
are shared and hierarchies, deliberate¬ 



ly flattened. Nineteen out of 20 Indian 
&»ftware Design Engineers (or SDEs, 
as they are called) located 'pirwer and 
fMisition' at the bottom of a list of stan¬ 
dard priorities, ranking it below job 
satisfaction, wealth and even job 
security. 

'Things work differently here," 
says Sumit Chakravarty, an IIT gradu¬ 
ate who works with the Windows 
Advanced Systems Group. Chakra¬ 
varty believes that ownership "of a fea¬ 
ture, or part of a feature" has more 
candlepower than the rat race. 

Others seem to agree, by deed, if not 
by word. The work week for the avera¬ 
ge SDE often runs into 80 hours, twice 
the mandatory 40. Every day is a work¬ 
ing day. So is every night. Anirudh 
Sahni, an SDE with the Windows 
Advanced Systems Development 
Group, has several monitors on his 
table and a bed roll under it. 

'Though 'workload' and 'lack of lei¬ 
sure' top the criblist, employees are 
quick to observe that the trade-off is 
worth it. Says Chakravarty, "Micro¬ 
soft and 1 made a deal. 'The cards were 
on the table and I had a choice before I 









accepted the offer." 

Though pressures are high and sala¬ 
ries on the lower end of industry avera¬ 
ges, Microsoft offers its employees a 
stock option program that definitely 
accounts for the prejjonderance of Por- 
sches and 30-year-old millionaire reti¬ 
rees in the Redmond area. All conside¬ 
red, it's an offer you can't refuse. 

I ndians have an impressive reputa¬ 
tion as developers and are hired in 
disproportionately large numbers. 
Their rigorous technical training and 
strong analytical skills are invaluable 
in this industry. IIT is hot property 
with recruiters in Microsoft and will 
usually get its graduate at least an 
interview. 

Management and marketing, 
however, tell a different story. Vijay 
Vashee joined Microsoft in 1982. As 
the Graphics Business Unit's mana¬ 
ger, he is one of the company's senior- 
most Indians. Asked to account for the 
lack of Indian representation at the nar¬ 
row end of Microsoft's pyramid, he 
responds: "Though technically excel¬ 
lent, 90 per cent of the Indian popula¬ 


tion does not know how to 
communicate." 

Vashee blames the Indian school 
system for de-emphasising the skill- 
set that would equip Indians to levera¬ 
ge their technical strengths in a compe¬ 
titive environment. "You are always 
told what to do and are not allowed to 
flourish." 

From school room to board room, 
the lessons arc the same Neelamadha- 
ba Mahapatra worked for WIPRO, 
Bangalore, for five years before he was 
recruited by Microsoft. He acknow¬ 
ledges being hobbled in corporate life 
by a tradition where "you are always 
told what to do." The [Indianl empha¬ 
sis is on the short term goal, on its accu¬ 
rate implementation, rather than on 
the initiative that would make it endu¬ 
re in the long run. 

He echoes Vashee on the importan¬ 
ce of communication skills. "Indians 
haven't been coming up with, or pre- 
sentmg, good ideas. The average Ame¬ 
rican is a very good presenter." 

Brian MacDonald, who has worked 
both above and below Indians en 
route to his position as Business Unit 


• • 

Brian MacDonald, who 
has worked both above 
and below Indians en 
route to his position as 
Business Unit manner, 
makes a direct link 
between lack of 
ainfidence and excessive 
caution. *If you give an 
Indian A or B, he will teU 
you which is bettek*, but he 
won’t come up with C’ 


manager, makes a direct link betweer 
lack of confidence and excessive cau¬ 
tion. "If you give an Indian A or B, he 
will tell you which is better, but he 
won't come up with C." C could well 
stand for creativity. Here, unfortunate¬ 
ly, we lose. 

Where are we headed, you ask? For 
the moment, we are here, a presence 
felt, a mark made. For the lucky few 
who have it, the choice is never easy, 

'Home' is always a heartbeat away. 
"Moving back is not an option, it's a 
necessity," says Deepak Antin, SDE, 
Works for Windows. "That is my 
home, my country, those are my 
people, my roots. I like the 
hhelpuriwala on the .streets, I crave the 
pau-bhaji at VT. I want to play Holi on 
the streets and...." 

While you are here, however, this is 
one of the better places to be. You 
share in the power to bring things toge¬ 
ther and set de facto standards. You 
learn the importance of flawless execu¬ 
tion. Eventually, suggest SDEs Sunita 
Shrivastava and Chandana Surlu, it 
equips you to function independent of 
its support. You leam the ropes and 
make the contacts. 

For the here and now? It gives you a 
chance to be on the winning end. To 
quote Vijay Vashee, "Most people 
approach work as work. Here, on the 
other hand, people are actually having 
fun. This makes them that much more 
dangerous, their team that much mea¬ 
ner. With a company that's this inten¬ 
se and hungry, it's hard to win unless 
you are equally inten.se and hqngry." 

If you are part of the team, you will 
come away believing, with him, that 
you've "given more, accomplished 
more, impacted more," and made a 
difference. ■ 
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MASTER 

STROKE 



Sankar Majumdar on an exclusive workshopfor young 
artists which exports copies of the great masters 


W hat with 
Sotheby's 
coming onto 
the Indian 
scene and a whole lot of 
affluents collecting paint¬ 
ings for their drawing¬ 
rooms, art has definitely 
found a niche for itself in 
the country today. 

However, only a few wel- 
Iknown artists lUce M.F. 
Husain,. Bikash Bhattachar- 
jee, Ganesh Pyne and Par- 
esh Maity have so far enjoy¬ 
ed all the limelight. While a 
lot of young and aspiring 
artists—four art colleges 
in West Bengal turn out 200 
graduates at least every 
year—remain unnoticed 
or waste away their talents 
in commercial art due to 
dearth of pmper patronage. 

Guild ArtLstique is going 
to change all that. Esmond 
Fonseca, a Maharashtrian 
who has lived in Calcutta 
for the last 30 years, has 
founded this atelier for 
young hopefuls dabbling 
in paints. Fonseca is an inte¬ 
rior decorator and a Catho¬ 
lic, with high business 
acumen. 

1 le has found a commer¬ 
cially viable outlet for the 
works done in his studio. In 
1990, the year the studio 
was founded, Fonseca 
managed to get an export 
order from the US. The 
items were copies of old 
European masters. 

These days, it is fashiona¬ 
ble in Europe and the US to 
possess a copy of a Renaiss- 









ance piece or that of a paint¬ 
ing by Picasso. For an Ame¬ 
rican company, it would be 
far cheaper to buy such a 
copy from a third world 
country than to get it from 
the local market. The con¬ 
vertibility matrix of foreign 
currencies in India is ano¬ 
ther thing an American 
would tue advantage of. 
So long as the copies are 
well done. 

At Guild Artistique, 
under the able supervision 
of an acclaimed researcher 
and painter, yotmg artists 
produce copies of Murillo, 
Verraccio, Titian, Rubens, 
Rembrandt and other fam¬ 
ous artists' works. Here 
they delve into the intricac¬ 
ies of a great master's work 
an opportunity the art coUtr- 
ges do not offer. They are 
also free to do original 
works of their own. 

The studio has had offers 
to branch out in the country 
and abroad as well. But 
Fonseca is of the opinion 
that the prices they charge 
are not high enough. A 
Manet or a Fragongard 
goes for a mere Rs 6,000. 

One could actually buy a 
local artist's painting for 
that price, so why would 
they buy a copy? They 
would, says Fonseca, for, 

"We are giving you someth¬ 
ing on a Chinese canvas, 
with Japanese colours. If 
not absolutely flawless, we 
are also giving you a piece 
which has maximum like¬ 
ness to the original." 

The response to the rec¬ 
ent Guild Artistique show 
in Calcutta was positive. 
Each piece on display show¬ 
ed a great masteiy over the 
medium and an accurate 
eye for detail as well as the 
aesthetic impact of the 
original. 

Guild Artistique does 
not claim to be unique; 
there is another studio, 
Windsor, in Bombay which 
does copies. But it is exclu¬ 
sive in the sense that while 
it offers the artists their dai¬ 
ly bread it also renews a 
nostalgic interest in the for¬ 
gotten ancestors of world 
art.B 








Co^ERSTO^ 

SPLURGE! 






DR H. NARASIMHAIAH 

Pcuinm Hhushan, cdiicdtiouht nmi former 
vice chancellor of Bauf^alore Unhvrsihj 

My heart stopped tor a moment 
when you talked about Rs 1 crore. 1 
don't want that kind of money as I will 
not know what to do with it. 

When I returned from the US, my 
friends asked me what I had brought 
from there. All I had brought was a 
pen. I have no use for things like 
electronic goods. 

I have no desire to own a car or a 
house and, in fact, 1 have willed what¬ 
ever belongings I have to our educa¬ 
tion society. And if 1 ever get that kind- 
of money, 1 will hand over the entire 
amount to educational institutions. 

MALAVIKA SANGHVl 

C/iKi-/ port, freclcnue lournali^l, lolnw ■ 
nist, liuliii editor of Harper's and 
Queen, woman of stnleniul ^nhstonce 

The one-LTore question, is it ? Any 
one who knows me I’ven a little would 
know that it's the single question that 
would throw me Money is the one 
issue that I shrink fuini 

In mv ideal world, nobod vwouid 
have to have money. People would 
make or grow what they could, and 
the surplus they would barter tor 
other goods. 

So what would 1 do with the one 
crore? 


f believe that money you have come 
by the easy way should be given away 
immediately. I would distribute the 
crore between CRY (Child Relief and 
You) and any organisation that provi¬ 
des relief to the child victims of the rec¬ 
ent communal riots, or the children of 
terrorist victims. 

The plight of children moves me no 
end. Plucky street children, sad-eyed 
handicappett children, the children of 
the pixir who manage to smile even 
through their deprivalion...there's no 
question. I'd hand it over to them. 


MANI SHANKAR AIYAR 

Congrei-iy (I)MP, memher of the joint Par- 
linmenfarii Committee inquiring into the 
iiecurilie'. scam, and someone who someti¬ 
mes keeps tongue in cheek 

If 1 had a crore. I'd give it all to 1 lar- 
shad Mehta to take training courses in 
telling the truth. 





AMARJEET SINGH SAMRA 

Police Commissioner, Bombaif, and film 
enthnsinst 

Mousing is very expensive in Bom 
bay and one would like to have a 
house. I am a family man and would 
like to go in for a good house to live a 
comfortable life in this city. 

Then, the options would be to jivu 
club, .so that there is some avenue for 
socialising, buy books., these tiays, 
IxKiks are very expensive. Even mag; 
7ines are beyond reach. In service, wi 
are lucky to get magazines, but after 
retirement, I would not know how to 
get them 

joining a library is an option, but it 
another thing having a btxik collectio 
of your own. After a house, a library i 
the house. I'm a teetotaller and have 
no attraction for any kind of special 
whiskey or things like that. 

I would like to spend on good lenn 
rackets, a sports kit if I had easy 
money A library in a large, four bed¬ 
room house—a 2,l)tK) to 2,400 square 
foot house near the centre of town. A 
house where you can have a separate 
study and a library. 

MOHINIGIRI 

Chairperson of the Delhi Women's U'fl- 
giii’, affiliated to the All India Women's 
Conference 

I'll never get it. What can I give the 
donor in return? 

Anyway, if I get it, f'll spend it on 
installing a tubewell in every pan- 
chayat. Next, I'll buy land tocstablisl 
a home for street orphans. 









NALINl SINGH 

TV journalist and bedroom-voiced consci¬ 
ence keeper of the nation 

Rs 5 lakh: Bandages for those afflict¬ 
ed by leprosy. 

Rs 60 lakh: New technologically- 
fantastic video equipment for our 
studio. 

Rs 15 lakh: Expanding studio floor. 

Rs 20 lakh: For Mr T.N. Seshan, the 
chief election commissioner, for R&D 
on what-goes-wrong-each-time. 

Rs i lakh: Security agents who kept 
peace on Tolstoy Marg through the 
Satellite Wars. 

[Ms Singh said Rs one crore was not 
enough; she needed a lakh more.] 


SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY 

fanata Party MP and self-appointed 
knight on white charger 

I would give the money to Harshad 
Mehta and ask him to invest it in the 
stock market for me. After he comes 
back with the killing, 1 would take half 
the money and keep it for the party. 

1 would give the other half to Har* 
shad Mehta and ask him to buy some 
BJP leaders. 




PURNIMA S. COONTOOR 

Freelance unter from Bangalore 

I would like to buy a sprawling 
bungalow overlooking thejuhu Beach 
in Bombay. But since I'm told that it 
will cost at least Rs 1.5 crore, 1 will go 
for more modest things. 

I will blow up about Rs 70 lakh on 
producing and directing a Hindi 
movie, with Aamir Khan as the hero. 1 
don't care who the heroine is. The film 
will be shot entirely in Switzerland. 

1, would liketo keep some amount in 
the fixed deposit so that from the inter¬ 
est accruing, I can travel abroad every 
year. I also would like to travel to the 
nooks and comers of India. 

1 would like to build a hospital in a 
remote comer of Karnataka, where the 
treatment would be absolutely free. 

Come to think of it, Rs 1 crore is not 
enough for financing all my dreams. 


AJOYPAL 

Ananda Bazar Patrika canteen tea boy 

One crore! You mean, one crore! 

1 would first of all keep Rs 10 lakh in 
a fixed deposit. Then. Rs 10 lakh each 
in the names of my wife and three 
daughters and one son. After that, a 
lakh each for the Chief Minister's 
Relief Fund, for flood relief, for the 
Ramakrishna Mission, the Bharat 
Sevasharam Sangha and fofthe 
leprosy centre. 

I wbuld give Rs 2 lakh for Mother 
Teresa's home and at least Rs 5 lakh 
for the Prime Minister's Relief Fund. 

I would then distribute Rs 2 lakh 
among my relatives and Rs 50,000 
among the ptwr beggars and pave¬ 
ment dwellers and so on. Another 
lakh on clothes for myself and my fami¬ 
ly, the best available in Calcutta. 

After all this IRs 75.5 lakhl, I really 
don't know what to do. 1 think 1 would 
buy a huge house in Rajabazar for Rs 5 
lakh, have it furnished with akhrot 
(walnut) furniture and Kashmiri car¬ 
pets, a VCR and a cc>lour TV, which 
should cost another lakh. And how 
much does a Maruti 1000 cost? About 
Rs 4.5 lakh? Yes, 1 would like that. 

1 will .still have Rs 14 lakh? 1 think I 
would just return it to the person from 
whom I got it. 


MILIND SOMAN 

India's number one male model 

I would buy as much land as possi¬ 
ble in that amount, specifically a jun¬ 
gle or an island. Basically, I would like 
to be alone. In the jungle 1 could bepn 
a health food industry from the fruits 
and vegetables available in the forest 
vegetation. I think it would be an 
investment after mv heart. 









SHILPASHIRODKAR 

Hindi film's solid sex symbol; now actress 

Rs 50 lakhs will go straight into the 
banks. 1 would not like to invest it in 
Stocks and shares or bonds and all 
that. To me banks are the easiest place 
to store money and the most conve¬ 
nient. The remaining amount I would 


like to spend on my family and myself., 
A house in Bandra for my parents 
would cost about Rs .15 lakh. Rs 3 lakh 
on furniture. If I need more monev I 
can always withdraw it from the bank. 

I would spend a similar amount on clo¬ 
thes for ail of us. And with the remain¬ 
ing Rs‘t lakh, 1 would go on a world 
tour lasting a fortnight. 




SURESHHEBLIKAR 

Karnataka's 'green ' actor and filmmaker 

It is always difficult to find the 
money for the kind of films 1 want to 
do. If I getRs 1 crore, 1 would invest Rs 
30 lakh on making a full length film on 
the environment, showing how fore¬ 
ign influences are helping its 
degradation. 

I would invest Rs 25 lakh on buying 
raw stiKk of film and setting up a good 
video editing unit. 1 would like to put 
in about Rs 15 lakh to establish an envi¬ 
ronment centre at my home town in 
Dharwad which will have a good libra¬ 
ry and teaching facilities for children. 

1 have always loved travelling and 
will spend a big chunk of the money 
visiting places I always wanted to-^ 
Spain, Italy and Switzerland. 

I would like to help some friends 
who are genuinely in need of money 
to do something in their lives. 

After all this, it some money is left, 1 
would like to buy a house as I have 
always lived in a rented house. 

VIJAY KARAN 

Former CBl director 

I really don't know what ITl do with 
the sum immediately. I won't goon 
any exotic holidays as I've seen most 
of the world. I won't buy a fancy car 
like a Ferrari for 1 want a car that just 
moves. In fact. I'll put the sum in a 
bank account and think about what to 
do with it. 









B.N.GARUDACHAR 

Former Director General of Police, 
Karnataka 



A.K.SUBBAIAH 

Congress (I) MLC and crusader against 
corrmption 

I don't want to suffe* the agony of 
dealing with that kind of money. I sim¬ 
ply would not know what to do with 
it In case it is thrust tipon me, I would 
perhaps donate the entire amount for 
irrigation projects in Karnataka which 
arelanguishing for lack of funds. 

VICTOR BANERJEE 

Actor, filmmaker, man of many artistic 
parts, and B}P member 

if I had that much money. I'd be elig¬ 
ible for the membership of the Con¬ 
gress (I) party. If there was anything 
1^ over, Fd spend it on a home for 
mental patients. 


It will be a real problem if I get that 
kind of money. But in case I stumble 
upon it, 1 would spend Rs 50 lakh on 
instituting a chair on Kannada in 
Mysore University. Another Rs 40 
lakh I would like to spend on building 
a nice school with living quarters for 
teachers, in my village. 

I would like to set up a department 
for forensic science in Bangalore 
University for Rs 8 lakh and the remai¬ 
ning Rs 2 lakh I would like to use for 
clearing the debt I incurred on send¬ 
ing my son abroad for higher studies. 




YAMINIKRISHNAMUR1HY 

Bharata Natyam exponent, vocal and 
volatile 


That would be quite a windfall! Ima¬ 
gine, I won't have to run around with 
a begging bowl. 

The firet thing I'd do is to pay all my 
loans for my dance institute. Then, 
with the remaining amount, I'd build- 
my theatre that has not progressed 
because of lack of funds. And once 
that is done, I'd start dancing 
everyday. 



ZOHRASEHGAL 

Stage and TV artiste, toi! that belies her 
81 years 

Nobody wants to tell the truth 
about what they would do if they got 
Rs 1 crore. If I got the money, 1 would 
give Rs 33 lakh to my daughter, the 
same amount to my daughter-in-law 
and keep Rs .'13 lakh for myself. The 
remaining Rs 1 lakh I would give for 
charity. 

REKHAKHURANA 

Officer in the accounts department of 
BHEL 

Never sec*n that kind of money in 
my whole life. What I would like to do 
is use it for social service. Since I do not 
have the academic qualifications to 
start a school, I would like to make 
generous donations to support the 
Question of the needy. But, even 
then. I'll have a lot of money left. Will 
spend it all on myself. Will do up the 
house...buy a fancy car. I am not inter¬ 
ested in going abroad. 

MANJITBAWA 

Painter atfd man about loam 

1 want Rs 200 crore. What am I going 
to do with just one crore? It's Rs 200 
crore, or nothing. 

1 have decided that I don't want a 
paisa less because I've a large number 
of friends and many of them have a lot 
of problems. Some want a house, 
some want to make a film, some want 
to get into good theatre. So, with the 
Rs 200 crpre I'm going to solve all their 
problems. They are, after aU, my 
mends. 












SAIFUDDIN CHOWDHURY 

CPl(M) MP, uxll versed in the use of voice 
in Parliament 

What would I do withTis one crore? 
How much is it worth today? The best 
thing I could do with it is to give it the 
Prime Minister. 

SANJAY 

Second generation panwalla 

To begin with. I'm going to just 
enjoy the thought of having Rs 1 crore. 
It's very difficult to say what Tm going 
to do with it. 1 can't even think of ways 
to spend the money. For a person like 
me, Rs 10 lakh would take care of all 
my needs—a house, a vehicle and all 
those little things. 

I can always f»ut the rest of the 
money in the bank—maybe in a fixed 
deposit—and then live off the inter¬ 
est. With this kind of money I don't 
have to work. 

This is mufal ka paisa (easy money), 
so it shouldn't be used for work. Par 
hum mehnat keaadmi hain (But I'm a 
man of hard work). 

KIRAN BEDI 

India's first woman IPS officer, currently 
Inpsector General (Prisons), New Delhi 

1 will put the money in a fixed depo¬ 
sit and run my de-addiction centre, 
Navjyoti. The interest on the amount 
would be more than adequate for the 
successful operation of Navjyoti, 
which houses jail inmates and juvenile 
delinquents. 

I'm hard pressed for donations now 
and that burden will be taken care of. I 



will not touch the principal sum and 
the interest, which promises to be 
quite'substantial, will also give me an 
opportunity to donate to other such 
institutions. 

The idea of going to Hawaii or such 
exotic places fails to «ithuse me. 
That's a waste of time. 

MARIO MIRANDA 

Cartoonist, and one of the four things Goa 
is known for (the ot/icr three being beaches, 
feni and Remo Fernandes) 

I would pack mv bags and go on a 
wrorld tour. I would like to visit places 
I have not seen. I would live in the best 
hotels and choose the most comforta¬ 
ble mode of travel while globetrotting. 

In short, live in style fm flte two 
weeks, something Iwe A1 Padno does 
I in Scent of a V/oman. I amsurea crore 
I would not last at this rate for over a 
£ fortni^t. 


SHOBHADE 

Former model and pioneering editor of 
film and high society magazines, column¬ 
ist and India's Pulp Prose Princess 

I would launch a publishing firm of 
my own with a crore strictly for erotic 
literature. 1 would pay top of the buck 
to top writers for their writings. This 
crore would go towards celebrating 
sex in India. 

I would particularly encourage 
women writers to indulge in cathartic 
exp^ience by writing about their 
sexual fontasies. If there are a few rem¬ 
nant lakhs they would go towards 
building an erotic museum which 
would ^ an update on Kama Sutra. 

By Bishakha De Sarkar, Murali 
i^hnan, Mbnobina Gupta, Sona 
Rawla, Sutapa Mukherjee, Jagdish 
Rattanani, Ramakrishna Upadhya 
and AnU Gtover 
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NNER EYE □ Bejan Daruwalla 



AHes 

March 21—-April 20 

TTie sun, changing 
signs, helps you to 
grow and mature. 
Paradoxically, an 
impulsive action on 
your part is also a 
possibility, as Mars, your planetary ruler, 
B in fine placing with Uranus, planet of 
the unexpected. The24th, 25th and 28th 
wUl show the way things will go for you. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

The moon's first 
quarter brings about a 
slight opposition to 
your plans, but also 
favours partnerships at 
all levels, as well legal 
cases. Passions and emotions flow frc'cly 
and could be rather embarrassing. 
Matters related to home, property, 
parents, elders and relatives are in focus. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

You will take rough 
days in your stride, 
thanks to Jupiter's 
influence. Clear and 
lucid communications 
are a must at this time, 
and this should not be a problem for you. 
Travel, airtespondonce, news, views, 
and, perhaps, a change in the nature and 
scope of your work are in focus. 

Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

f '‘ This IS going to be an 

extremely basy week 
for you. Money will 
pour in and, 
unfortunately, all will 

_J be spent. An affair of 

the heart is predicted and work will take 
up a lot of your time. However, you will 
still find the time to relax. Progress is 
indicated around the 26th and 27th. 




Leo 

July 21—August 21 

The sun in your sign, by 
Western astrology, 
allows you to take risks 
’ and go in for a total 
change of personality. 

J Whatever you take up 
will be successful, whether it is matters 
pertaining to your professional or your 
personal life. The 25th and the 28th will 
be your best days. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

While expeipes and 
ill-health cannot be 
ruled out, at least until 
August 20, there is no 
need to panic. Good 
things will come your 
way, such as foreign collaborations, 
travel, perfection in your work and lots of 
romance. Money will flow in around the 
25th. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

This week sees a strong 
focus on your family, 
jW| business, trade and 
fl|L« commissions, 

W brokerage and 

diplomacy. Those 

connected in any way with government 
work should tread warily. It would be - 
best to keep calm. The 25th will show you 
the way things will go. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

'———I Take good care of your 
reputation, status and 
prestige as your 
enemies will be active. 
Tlus precaution should 

_ be taken till August 24. 

Mounting pres.sures will force you to 
manipulate people and chalk out a 
strategy, which will serve you well. Your 
health could cause you some problems. 



Sagittarius 

Nnvrmtx*r 2.1 - December 20 

^ Be quick on the draw, 
whether it concerns 
business, contacts, 
roliajioratlons, 
bargains, trade-offs, 
de.ils or contracts. On 
the personal planes^ou are likely to get 
engaged or marry. 1116 25th is the best 
day to siKialise and have a good time. The 
28th is for travel. 

Capricorn 

December 21-—January 19 

The moon conjuncls 
- Wr Uranus in your sign, 

m causing a furore and 

possible unrest. 
However, do not 

▼ worry; you will have 

some support foi your cause 
loint-finance and credit-worthiness will 
be the issues that will take up your time. 
Ixive will be inlen.seand all-consuming. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

^ difficult 

time for vou in the sense 
that loo much will be 
expected from you, but 
do not worry, because 
J Saturn's influence will 
make things easier. Plan a strategy, but K> 
prepared to change and manipulate it if 
the need arises and the situation changes. 
Children will give joy. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

Success depends upon 
your ability and 
willingness to get along 
with others, even if it 
means swallowing an 
insult or two with a 
smile. This will be difficult, becau.se you 
are sensitive, but you will have to do it. 
Expect changes in your profession. A 
journey is very much on the cards. 



BIRTHDAYS 


plmures and money are inter-linkM. 

/SMfr The moon's fint quartn mdses you ambitiouB and 

immlatt. The focus wffliMmbcdhyiMr hiiinexnd your plaiis 


means success In legal fipip,|#f[bmwd n)inimCe 

hit ytMvpeak form aropdp(iw.l|lc^^ . /' ' 

Jsi^ 291'The mocm sipiAnlklfinisMcttheiieiimet^^ 
time to tfttdy mui anoj^ mte UhMS w yeaOqn^Mp^ 
jnmpii^ihtothem.Tmvd.iB'milltikCBI^.^ 



Oit)ttig»opr»$ntreimapmm, HerttugmHmbeeHwitMtM — EtUtur. 
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Admissioi; f Of; 

|foi‘ Ctich course Rs 90' 


((( VidKgowtiy- 4 

PI JoumMn. 

JouinaiiiiMfOitiiSwlatnooi- t; 
(31 NMiiWtngM 

•mOWKMM 
(anucMi) by 

!»• ( 

(4) Snuiain gOr- 3 

- - (lwi*hs|—— 

® IW- M 

( 7 ) DoWoiw Mtkmg )0(ji j. 


Hi 

Still Photography 

75/. 

6 

») 

OukHooni 

91V* 

4 

(10) 

SttkscraonpnNRtg 

IKV- 

6 

(11) 

(ntonor dicoration 

80/- 

$ 

(121 

Menof 



lumrturaUtsign 

90f' 

15 

(13) 

Spekn 



EngbshM* 

75A 

6 

(14) 

Spokofi 

PiRnch^jeman 

lEXV 


(15) 

AdxxffHincy 


fSTfTPT) 

75/- 

6 

(101 

ComrmiTiaiAit 

;5h 

6 

111) 

Fine Aft 

SOf 

36 

|1S) 

BIbg Construction 

75/ 

6 

(19) 

SewnglKninin^' 

Cunmg 

7& 

ac 

(20) 

Acting 

m' 

8 

(21) 

Video Mixing A Editing 

m- 

6 


• Admissron open on (list 
come first serve basis 
• Duration of class-one tfay 
every week for one hour 
thirty minutes ♦ No age or 
qualification bar • Diptoma 
certificate awarded after 
completion • Distinguised 
teachers actmg-indrani 
Haider, Laooni Sarkar, 
Biptabketan Chakraborty, 
Goutam Basu. Baiun 
Ghosh, Urmimaia Basu and 
Joy Sengupta, arrangement 
tor providing scope in acbng. 

Office everyday inefuding 
Sundays 10-6 


I Modern || 
creative unit || 


• GOVTREGO • 

• 333 Diamond Haitxwr Rd. 
Behala Calcutta-3a, bus stop 
Behala P.S opposite Behaia 
Girls School • 65 Bidhan 
Sarani, Calcutta-6 bus stop 
Hedua. opposite petrol pump. 

• 40(1, Sarada Chattenee 
Lane. Kadamtala. Howrah-1 
bus stop power house. 




TtmMiah {JOG’S ICW ONE YEAR DU«. 
fl6«iS^MNmOGMUy|R« 

1 Y(W«itftlt2SK lMilW(iiv«lmMpirio4- 

LfCC 

LAKHOTIA COMPUTER CENTRE 

H8AOO)mX(PAmcmCUS) P-10 C.I.T.H<»a.Ent<»0»Wf W»:244173»»Z7. 
tIUOUIII; D w H be n d h u CNlUwiiiian Road. D eii t *ai n<ku pa m . 

JOIl l PUW Mm ; 806. JDdhpur Pam. Qpp. CED-F. mm PS). 
C M Uk Ctmm .FkKfettum. ArS, «hflogr.23«aA, jU.C. BoMileMi. Ph; jM7«87e 
UUCf MMHCCT: 1/17 Mnee.Ghjlain Md. IM, Opp. M«4WP.O. Ph; 741^ 

IbiMKCTIIBr: 4aiL Raft AtiiiMd Kfdwai Read, leinoer Pit:» 73» 

HOtWTMN: as, Oobeort Road, Opp. Heairah Motor TfaMnnSchoof, MariMS 

VTTARRAM: as, Banr lane, lai Ftoor. 

CllMlOMMMR: 568 6X Road, Ren Panettaiaaia 
DUMRMRr'NI CityCanlra,{>o^'eOalonrP(i.4251. 

•MHIACKMRC:'RoyKulir",li«aa(OhaiMai«,63Barraekf«osatn»:5e049e > 

B«rANAIUUI:Nangi8MionRead.PBib«noia.l«engi(>lt;470iaSO , .§ 

ASANSOL; 140 Q.T. Road, (MiagaioO | 

RARAKAR: Station Road, BehindRaia. <. 

DUIII}lM:12M^.Stah6adKhudjiBinB066 S6iniii.CiMa(<>66rMi^^ " 

59-2093 more THAN lee CENTERS NATIONWiOE 


Newman’s Computer Centre offers: 

• The best quality teaching at the least cost. 

• Batch of 15-20 students. 2 students per computer, 2 practical & 3Theore- 
ticai classes per week. 

• Library, Instalment and Placement facilities. 

• OCA Course includes GCC, BASIC (special attraction-Graphics & Music 
Oriented programmes) COBOL. dSASE III PLUS, C, LOTUS. SAD & MIS. 

• DCO/PGDCA & Various other Certificate Courses tor Students/ Service- 
holders/ House wives. 

nisi NEWMAN’S COMPUTER CENTRE 

m IJ Great Eastern Hotel Arcade 3, Old Court House Street, 

CALCUTTA-7CI0069 Phones: 248-9436-38. 


nCA C E S 

E5 Computer Centre 



SOFTWARE COURSE 


DiPLOMA/CERTIFICATE 
couraattorScfiooVCoNe- 
ge studenU, professio¬ 
nals, CotpoM Sactora. 

HARDWARE ENOMEER- 
mGCOURSE(extensive 
Practical Training facility) 
(at Dover Lane branch only) 

* Schotorsfilpawanle 

* Instalment fidlity 
■ ACES 11 c Dow Lane, 
Cal-700Q29. 

• ACESYIICA 
Cofl^Hiter Centra 
Cfiowifngtiee 
2S,JJ.N.Rd..C6l-70Q0B7. 

• St. Pafrieki Computer 
Centra, AsansoL 


Joint Entrance Exam, '94 

lEin:.]inr'r:.*rin,n i .t' 


Dependable Postal 
Classroom Coaching. 
Results unjfonnly eacaVanL 
Pmpac(usRs.25 
Casfi/M,0., Enrol now. 


I BhdWjni;,-.)?' 


IMSPMuUatnRoad 
hMT Hna Hobd ocnint 4 
Opp.BHun*ClMnH|. 

Cbleutti-ai. 

n)0M;475-t»2 





DATA TECH 
TRAINING CENTRE 

404B JODHPUR PAPf' 
JAl r 1,'TTA fj 
PHONt 4;j j‘ ' 


FI 


INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF ADVANCED STUDIES 


2 YEAR FULL-TIME ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN HOTEL A RESTAURANT MANAQEMENT 


)^[niriiul HAS Is affiliated to Council on Hotel, Restaurant & Institutional Education. Washington, D.C, & Federatkon of Hotel 
& Restauront Associations of Indio, New Delhi. 

HAS offers excellent Infrastructural facilities In Its H.O. with a well-equipped training centre and separate hostel 
occommodotion for boys and girls. 9-months' compulsory training with stipend at 5-star/Deluxe hotete capsuled into the 
curriculum .Excellent placement through cannpus interviews. 

EllcNbl«ty:H.S./I.S.C/C.B.S.E. Ag«UmR:23yrs. 

SetocHon: Through written test scheduled on 21 -8-93 at different centres. GroL«D dlscusslon/personol Interviews to be held 
at Calcutta. 

PioafMCtus: Rs.80/- (in cash), Rs. 100/- (by M.O../D.D,). 

For details contact: H.O. CD-256, Salt Loke,,Colcutta-64. Ph. 0333) 37-1539, Fax: (033) 37-6290. 







































NOTE: All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Moruiay. 


INTt'RNATIOriAL 


e Amsterdam-DeUii-Calcutta: 
Arr.(7):KL-875at0135. 

£ Ca>cutta>Dclhi-Amsterdam; 
Dep.(7):KL-876at0340. 
Calcutta-Singapoic: Dep. (4): 
SQ-420al1310. 
Slngapote-CalcuHa: Arr. (2): 
SQ-416at 1025. 

Delhi-Calcutta-Singapore: Air. 
(1): AI-682al1145;Dra.(l): 
AI-430 at 1300; Arr. (5): AM28 at 
0540; Dep. (5); Al-428 at 0650. 
Singapore-Calculta-Delhi: Arr. 

(5): AI-429 at 1625; Dep. (5): 
AJ-429atl740. 

Slngapore^Tatcutta'Bombay: 

Arr. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100. 

9 Singapore-Dhaka-Calcutta; 
Arr.(4):SQ-420atl2t0. 

9 Calculta-Dhaka-Slngapore: 
Dep.(2):SQ-416atll30. 
Bombay-Calcutta>Bangkok'To- 
kyo: Arr. (5): AI-306at 1730; Dep. 

(5) : Al-306at 1910. 
Tokyo>Bangkok-Calcutta-Bom- 
bay: Arr. (6); AI-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) : AI-309atl930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Londoii'New 
York: Dep. (2); AI-101 at 0100 
Calculta-Delhi'London-New 
York:Dq>. (S):A1- 

429/AI-W7/AI-101 at 1740. 
Calcutla-Bembay-Delhi-Londo 
n-New York: Dep. (6). Al- 
309/AI-111al 19M. 
Calcutta-Delhl-Lmidon-Toront 
o; Dep. (5)- AI-429/A[-187at 
1740. 

Gaiculta-Bombay-Delhi'Paris: 
Dep. (6): AI-309/Al-l47at1930. 
Caicutta-Delhi-Rome-Ceneva: 
Dep. (5): Al-429/AI-i71 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Frankfurl-Paris: 
Dep. (.5); A1-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris-F- 
rrnikfurh Dep. (2): AI- 
431/Al-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): Al- 
309/AI-147at 19.30. 
Calcutta-Bangkok; Dep. (Z, 4,5, 
7): IC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1,3.6): 
TG-314atl355. 

Bangkok-CalcutU: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6); 
TC-3t3atl240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 
5); IC-747at 1245; Dep. (1,6); 
RA-214at 1455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3, 
5), lC-748at 1615; Arr. (1,6). 
RA-213al 1355. 

CalcutU-Dhaka: Dep. (3,5,6,7): 
IC-723allM0;Dep. (1,5). 

BG-092 at 1055: Dep. (2,3,6,7); 
BG092 at 1105, Dep. (4): BG-092 
at 2125; De». (1,2,3,5,6,7): 
BG-096at 1920; Dep. (4); BC-096 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcntta: Arr. (3,5,6,7); 
IC-724 at 1900; Art. (2,3,6,7); 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4): BG-091 


af0755; Arr. (1,5): BG-091 at 
1015; Ait. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4): BG-095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. (6); 
IC-225 at 1230; Dep. (4); BG-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7); BG-698 at 1525. 
Chitlagong-CalcuKa; Ar. (6): 
lC-226 at 1450; Arr. (4): 8C-697 at 
2045; Arr. (7): BG-697 at 1445. 

Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. 

(2): KB-105 at 0805, Dep. (2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro: Arr. 

(7);KB-106atl005;Dep.(7): 
KB-106atlia5. 

Ac Sofia-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 

(4):l,Z-503at1200. ' 

& Calcutta-Dubai-Sofia: Dep. 
(4):I..Z-504at22.50. 

' Moscow-Sharfah-Calcutta: 


New York- London-Delhi-Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5); Al-112/AI-428at 
0540. . 

Paris-Frankfurt-Delhi-Calcutla: 
Arr. (1): Ar-146/Al-682at 1145. 
Toionto-London-Delhi-Calcutt- 
a: Arr. (1); AI-186/AI-6B2 at 1145. 
Abu I^bi-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5): AI-756/AI-306 at 1730. 
Bahrain • Doha - Bombay • Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): Al-876/Ar-306at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 

Arr. (5): AI-816/AI-.306 at 1730. 

Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
Al-736/Al-428 at 0540; Arr. (1): 
AI-7.34/AI-682at 114.5. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 

(5): Al-806/AI-306at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 



Arr. (4): SU-537 at 1555. 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow; 
Dep.(4):SU-.538at 1755. 

$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
Arr. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; Dep. (4): 
RJ-184 at 0805 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr (4): RJ-185 at 1450; Dep. (4): 
RJ-185at 1550. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah - 
Abu Dhabi: Dep. (2); AI- 
431/AI-703 at 0100. 
Calcutla-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
n: Dep. (2): AI-431 / Al-873 at 
OKX). 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Mosco 
w; Dei>. (6): AI ■309/A1-515 at 
1930. 

C^icuita-Bombay-Muscat; Dep. 
(2): AI-431 /AI-833dt0100; Dep. 

(6): Al-.309/AI-845at 1930. 
C^cutta-Delhi-Muscat; Dep. 

(5) ; A1-429/AI-841 at 1740. 
Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi- 
Dubai: Dep. (2); AI-431 /AI-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi; Pep. 

(6) : AI-309/Al-215 at 1930. 
Lemdon-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(l):AI-132/AI-682alll45. 

^ ■ 


(5). AI-856/AI-306at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr.. 
(5)- AI-826/AI-306al 1730. 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bcunbay - Cdcutta: Arr. (5): AI- 
706/AI-306atl730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-826/Al-.306at 1730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-India 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (6> AI-309 at 
19.30. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
AI-306at 1730. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (5): AI-429 
at 1740. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): Al-682 
at 1145; Arr. (5); Al-428 at 0540. 


CityUnk Airways 

Dclhi-Calcuita: Arr. (1,2,3,4, S, 
6):XF-101 at 0830. 
Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2 3,4,5, 
6);XF-102atl900. 

East WastAirUnes 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 4S 805 at 1455. 

Delhi-Calculta: Arr. (1,23,4,5, 
6); 4S 806 at 1125. 
Calcutta-Guwahati.- Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) .4S812atll55. 
Cuwahati-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3, 
4,‘5,6):4S811at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; Arr. (1,2, -3,4,5, 
6). D2103 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (1, 2,3,4,5, 
6) D2104 at 2000. 

Indian Airlines 

Calculta-Agartala; Dep. (daily); 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (daily); 
IC-743 at 1300; Arr. (ilaiiy). 

IC-742 at 0940, Arr (daily): 

IC-744 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (1,3, 

5) : K:-721 atp900, Dep. (2,4,6)' 

1C 721 at 1145, Dep. (7); IC-221 at 
0840; Arr. (1, .3,5); IC-722 at 114», 
Arr. (2,4,6). 10722 at 1035, Arr 

(7);ir.222atIl(X)- 
Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2, .3, 
4 6,7); lC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) ;IC-772atl200. 

Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3,5); IC-542 at 
1045; Arr (3,5); IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily): 
IC-765 at 1715, Arr. (daily); 
lC-766al2225. 

(2alcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (24, 

6) ; IC-777at 1620; Arr. G, 4,6): 
lC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily).' 
IC-176 at 0915 and IC-OT at 1945; 
Arr. (daily); IC-175 at 0815 and ' 
lC-274atl845. 

Calcutta-Port Biain Dep. (2,4,6): 
IC-285 at 0.540; Arr. (2 4,6): , 
lC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): 
lC-263 at 0700 apd lC-402 at 1720, 
liep. (2,4,6,7): lC-261 at 1000; 
,Arr.(daily): IC-401 at ]2(Band 
lC-264 at 2155, Arr, (2,4,6,7): 
.lC-262at0800. 


£ No traffic nghts on Delhi-Calcutta-Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Dubai-Calcutta-Dubai 
* No traffic nghts on Calcutta-Sharjab-Caloutta 
9 No traffic rights on Oalcutta- Dhaka- Calcutta 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calcutta 






Calcutta4Unchi<Patna>Delhi: 

Dep, (daily). ICSlOat 1040, Arr 
(daily): IC-SOQ at IMKJ 
Calcutta - Patna * Lucknow • 
Delhi:Dcfp (l,3,5).K..4)()al 
1800;Arr (1,,3,S)-lC-4(»at’lOS, 
Calcutta-lmphal: [>!p. ( 1 ,3,3) 
IC.-239 at 0745; Arr. (1,3,5)- 
IC'260at 1410. 

Calcutta • SMchai: • Imphal: Dep. 
a 4,6,7>- IC-255 at 0610; Arr. (2, 


4.6.7) ,IC-256all100. 
Calcutta>SikhaR IVp (1, .3,3)- 
l( 233al0610;Arr.(l,.3/->): 
lC.254at0830, 

Catcutta-Dibni((arh: I Vp. (1,3, 

5.7) -1C-201 atimArr (1..3.S 
7);IC’-202alln30 

Calcutta - Guwahali • Dimapur 
Dep. (2,4,7)- lC-257.It 1140, Arr 
(2,4,7): IC-258at 1640. 
Calcutta-Cuwahati: Dup. 


(daUy). 1C 229,111310, Arr 
(daily): )C-23()at 1620 
Calcutta - Tezpur - Jorhal - Cal¬ 
cutta; Dep (2,4,6)'IC-2l3at 
1145; Arr (2,4,6) lC-2l.3at 1550 
Calcutta • Bhubaneswar - Nag¬ 
pur-Hyderabad: lX‘p (3,5,7) 
IC-7b9atl600, Arr.(3,5,7); 
lC-770a(2120. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar • 
Madras; Dep. (2,4): lC-544 at 


104.5; Arr. (2,4): IC-.543al 1005. 

Vayttdoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpun Dep. (1, 
2,3,4,5,6): PF-717 at 0630; Arr. 
(1,2, .3,4,5,6): PH-718 at 0830, 
Calcutta - Aiza wl - Silchar - 
Cuwahati;Pep (daily); PF-705 
at 0900; Arr. (daily): IT-706 at 
1630. 


turn 

t9-1€ 
’dW» 16-20 

BOCD 20^35 
Z381 10-lS 


2303, 10-,16 


2301 16-30 


2306 13-46 


3073 23-00 


6047 la-’S 

3QQS 20-30 
3007 9-40 

3049 13-20 
3039 21-00 
3019 16-05 
3021 21-30 
5659 17-35 
3317 e-1Q 
3029 17-11 
2336 18-20 
3031 21-06 
3026 23-00 


,3071 22-06 
i '3018 9-56 

1189 18-26 


V,tl 7 l 16-28 

4 . , 

' BSir'-14-20 
ItSi 18-25 




3148 19-15 
. Bill 20-18 
■).-6857. 8-28' 
'. ««3 21-40' 
' 31«1- 11-48 

- ■ aiaa »}- 4 S 


fASTERN RAILWAY 


Homah 

tMW-BMwhMI 

AenrtdarlMt 

Bombsy ItaU via Allabsbact 

Poorva (New OnIhQ Expraaa via 

Qaya-Varanasi 

Oap:Tues.Thur88S8t. 

AiT:V«ed,FrtSSun 

Paorva (New Delhi) Express via Patrja 
Oep. Mon, Wed Fri & Sun 
An" Mon. Tues', Ttsurs & Sat. 

Reldhant Express vie Gaya 
Dep: Mon,T ubs, Thurs, Fn & Sun 
Art' Tues, Wed. Thurs, Sat. & Sun. 
Ri^dheni Expnns via Patna 
Oep: Wed 8 Sat 
Arr-Fri. & Mon. 

HXngirl (Jemmu-Tew^ Expreee 
fn-Wdy 

Dep. Tues, Fri 8 Sat 
Am Tues. W^, & Sat. 

Purtianchat (Qorakhpui) Express 
Dep. StAm Sun, Mon.Wed&Fri, 

OBOn Express via Oend Otord 
Udyan Abhe Toofen Exprsss via Main 

Une 

AmrttaarExprees 

ONhl Janata Bipraes via Main line 

Ootakhpur Bipms 

MnhHaExpreas 

Kamrtip ((SuwahaU) Express 

ttaek Diamond Express 

CoidflMd&qmM 

ApanaolBiprass 

Oanapur Express 

North ttharExpraas 

Dep:Wecfrte8day 

Arr; Friday 

Jama^ Express 

SanlMhiStan Express 

Chambal (Dwat^ Express 

Oap:SatE^ 

Arr. Tues 8 Wed. 

BXpfWHi 

Psp'.TiiasBwed. 

AmSalBSun. 

.ShsMlMni (Chopai^ Express 
ChantbattSvaCamL) Espreaa 

TburaCtayonly 


Stmkiatt 

■tmm-ftnrnemniu 

Oap:Mon,FrifcSun 
A(r;\Macl.Fn.&Sun 

OMjMMngNM 
iDaN lEiipreas via Mam Line 
KjMMtanionBaCHpnsaa 

QttUTBkbPMi 

•BmpHi-Tawi fixpraas 
tl^lhMSaraiEweaaviaSaG Ldop 


3103 19-20 abagMhi(Uilaola)BiBiilsa 
81^ 12-40 a«^8a|^(Olihijipn9^ 
Dap, 4 Arr: Tues, Thus & Sal 


10-!S 3104- 
4-28 9189 


'Dma Dn 

■'7-48 2312 
7-S6 3006 
13-15 3004 
17-(X) 2362 


17-00 2304 


10-45 2302 


12-50 2306 


SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


Express 11-35 3074 


Express 4-30 5048 


7- 00 3010 
18-15 3006 

16-30 3050 

5- 20 3040 
11-55 3020 

6- 00 3022 
6-30 5660 

21-25 3318 

10- 30 3030 

8- 46 2336 
5-55 3032 

11- 36 3026 


S-.30 3072 
15-40 3016 
7-16 1160 


7-16 1172 


4*25 3328 
7-16 1182 


Th^ on 

'■e-130 '3142 


8-45 3144 
7-15 3112 
'20-^ 5668, 
5*16 3154 
15-80 3162 
l2-«a.' 3134„ 


Ospwturs 


Arthral 


Up 

Tima 

Homah 

Tbns 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

74M 

8004 

8002 

19-20 

Bombay Mall via Nacjpur 

8-10 

900V 

2860 

12-.30 

Qltar^aH (Bombay) Express 

15-15 

2869 

8034 

20-16 

Ahmadabad Express 

8-16 

8033 

8030 

11-20 

Kuria Express via Nagpur 

16-15 

8029 

2841 

14-26 

Coromandal (MadrsN Express 

viaaittacK 

12-00 

2842 

6311. 

22-35 

Bangalore Btprsss 

Dep'Tues 

Arr. Sun 

13-48 

6312 

8013 

17-30 

TataStselExpreaa 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

5-55 

IspatExpresB 

22-08 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambal^ Express 

5-00 

8008 

8015 

21-30 

Itonchi Hslia ^press 

6-26 

8016 

8007 

22-00 

Pott Express via (Xriack 

5-30 

8008 

8409 

19-00 

Jagannailh (PurQ Express via Marat 

8-25 

8410 

2821 

6 10 

DhauU (Bhubanaswar) Expraat 

21-30 

2822 

8079 ‘ 

’23-20 

Tirupatl Express 

4-16 

8080 

8045 

10-50 

Efit Coast (HydarabacQ Express 

' 15-00 

8049 

8017 

16-45 

Pundia Express 

Dep: Except Saturday 

Air Except Sunday. 

11-25 

8018 

6,322 

22-35 

GuwahaU-Howrah -.Tihrandrum Cen¬ 
tral Express Monday only 

2MS 

— 

■MW 

14-10 

Trivandrum Canbel - Hmimh • Ouwa- 
hatl Express Saturday only 

13-^6 

8321 

— 

14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tsrmfnua - Quwahatl 

13-46 

6313 



Waakly Express (via Visakhapatnam & 
Howrah) Thursday only 



6314 

22-35 

Quwahatl - Cochin Hattwur TsrminUB 
Wtskly Express (via Howr^ & Veakna- 
patnam) Saturday onty 

22-15. 


6316 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour TamHnus Btpraas 

(via Viaakhapatnam & Howrah) 

13-46 

6315 



D9p;Fri&Sun. 

An-Tues. 

2^-16 


6520 

23-G5 

Quwahatl - Bangttoie Oty WbaMy 

Express (via Howrah & Cuttadr) Wsd- 
ne^yonly 



— 

.14-10 

BangMore City - QuwaMI WesMy 

.43t48, 



f 

1 



.■T ' 


only ' , ■. 


' ‘ ’-. 4 . 

' s ■ 

^tOiMVES; FPrwumd ths otook MefmMen dflhstani BMlwillf. 
and South-Eastam flaitwsy traina, phtna dM 9D39NMH 1w kb. 
ctmlng traina; 203939-44 tor aHsMiarlitMMniatton. Par trtfofhpdlan 
about reservatkins on Fastam Wa>vwB) and South CiStotn TWhusy 

trains, dMZ03#a9-3flOO(toiim94HntoBpm oh waakflNtoBndtam 
toEpmtieWiaidawjstojaiwttodhstoliwto-llMlnawvleaanqtiliy 

at SaiMah:903939-97. 















•^he Association of Quiz 
X Organisers (AQUO) 
are pleased to announce 
the Argus Plate Quiz (for 
Also Rans). As usual, no 
person who has won an 
open quiz in the last five 
years or previous winners 
of the Plate can take part. 
The idea behind the event 
is to 'spot new winners’. 

The dates: August 12 and 
13. The venue: Dalhousie 
Institute. Prelims at 5.30 
pm on the first day. There is 
an entrance fee of Rs 40 per 
team. Rush your entries to 
the Dalhousie Institute 
before Au^st 10. Entries 
must clearly state team 
members' names. Don't for¬ 
get to enclose the entry fee. 

Two questions this week 
from ladies about ladies. 

"Who was the Dragon 
Lady?" asks Rose Thomas, 
Calcutta 16. 

For a while, in the early 
196Qs, she was no stranger 
to the headlines. Anyone 
with even a casual aware¬ 
ness of the drumfire of 
news about the conflict in 
South-East Asia was famili¬ 
ar with the beautiful face, 
exotic figure and sharp 
tongpe of the 'Dragon Lady 
of Vietnam'. 

That was the Madame 
Ngo Dinh Nhu, the high 
bom product of Asian feu¬ 
dalism and French elegan¬ 
ce, who reigned as First 
Lady of South Vietnam 


QUESTIONS 


when her widowed 
brother-in-law, Ngo Dinh 
Diem, was President of the 
troubled nation and her 
husband was chief of the 
secret police. 

During the early stages 
of the war, she quickly blos¬ 
somed as a major interna¬ 
tional figure, touring the 
world as a persuasive pro¬ 
pagandist for her family's 
political cause. But though 
she could be charming, she 
was also considered ruth¬ 
less, wilful and arrogant, 
and and her spiteful 
tongue provoked worldwi¬ 
de outrage when slie accus¬ 
ed Buddhist monks who 
had burned themselves to 
death to protest the Diem 
regime of staging "a barbe¬ 
cue with import^ 
gasoline". 

Then on November 1, 
1963, while she was on a 
speaking tour of the US, 
Madame Nhu's comforta¬ 
ble world was shattered. 
Both her husband and 
Diem were slain in a Saigon 
coup and she went into bit¬ 
ter exile in Paris, accusing 
the US government of engi¬ 
neering her downfall and 
vowing, "All the devils in 
hell are against us, but we 
shall triumph" 

"Who was Christine Jor¬ 
gensen?" This question 
comes from Ruby Ganguly, 
Calcutta 19. 

Before the fuss began. 


IIS 



I iTtiffiEsm iii 

Whatis*iniMot 
dipiotnae^'? iSanjib 
Bfmttacharjee, Clo 
IfteAvemie’, 
Gnendtif 
Publicattom, 
KatimeMRod^ 
Idtmhedpwt, BOtar) 

mum 

Diplomaqf where all 
treaties / accords retched 
through diplorntm / 
protocol are brou$ht to 
nou^andihe situation 
prenpUatesintoa'free 
fordfr flfmosp^c. 
tveiything is done by 
instantaneous 
d^iidon-nudemgon the 
Mdlhcatwk,The 
Bosnian tangle is an 
exain^ 

Christine was just plain 
George Jorgensen, a kid 
from the Bronx who was 
never very happy, back in 
the 1930s, when his father 
encouraged him to play 
baseball and football like 
the rest of the boys. Seemed 
George was always hap 
pier dres.sing up dolls or 
playing hopscotch with the 


girls. 

And all through school 
and a series of photc^a- 
pher's jobs, and even in the 
US Army, it was the same 
story: George wanted to be 
a girl. So in 1950 he went to 
see some doctors in Den¬ 
mark he'd heard about and 
asked them to make him 
one. 

Two years later, after a 
slew of operations and 
almost 2;0(X) hormone injec¬ 
tions, he-she returned to 
New York and a flurry of 
publicity as (Thristine, the 
world's first sex-change 
girl. Of course, not everyo¬ 
ne was convinced that the 
switch had been a success. 
Here's how the Neu' York 
Daily Ne’os reported the 
homecoming: "Christine 
Jorgensen, the lad who 
became a lady, arrived 
home from E)enmark 
yesterday, lit a cigarette 
like a girl, husked 'Hello' 
and tossed off a Bloody 
Mary like a guy, then open¬ 
ed her fur coat. Jane Russell 
has nothing to worry 
about." 

When the first flurry of 
jokes and news stories had 
faded away, Christine 
went on to play some 
minor stage roles, star in 
her own nightclub act, 
write her autobiography 
and become involved in 
two well-publicised roman¬ 
ces that led to engagement 
but not marriage. 


1) What Is die colour of Mona Lisa's 
eyebrows? <Bapi Mukherjec; 
Satbaiiyal 

2) Which fanner Spanish colony in 
^CarlHwan has been a US territo¬ 
ry irince 18%? (Rajesh Kumar Agar- 
wB!,Kanchi2) 

•^^itaShohy, Amjad Khan acted the 
. fofe ^Caobar S^h. Which actor' 
was ortgirihlly chosen for.duit role? 
(fitswadwSai^, Andul Mourt) 

41 Which game was fortherly 
laioiyn as cTis»<Tos5? (Idris Ansari, 
Ded^ Bazar) 

$) Who is the first nerson to climb 


Mount Everest seven tin^/ with¬ 
out oxygen? (MdRomni- 
uz-Zainan, Calcutta 14) 

6) Why was Dyanara Ttntes in the 
news recently? (Saurav Mitra, Cltd? 
cutta29) 

7) Whatnamedo theBddo peopte 
want to give Bodqland? (Amoa 
Kant GH Dhanbad 1) 

S) Who circled the moon in Apollo 
8? (Razi Anwar, Jamshe^nir) 

9) In computers, what is handsha¬ 
ke'? (Amani Kumar God, Unsukia 
46) 

10) Who said, "The UN was set up 
not to get us to heaven, but only io 
save us from hell"? (AMi^Chtpta, 
CafcuttaST) 


ANSWERS 


imoufqomu-awuioj^paisqdn^ . 
8) enrp ajpi a^aia^ s ... 

panposucjq itv fi 




'oauiO(jjiwa«.* 

‘auobasif4i|5ijf^ 











JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KAUFMAN 


LOST & FOUW 'FoHcw im: said Mrs. Duck, but one of her 
duckknos has stayed. Can you guide it back to her vide vn a dear 
path? 


SUM FUNI Five consecubve double-dioil numbers edd up lo 
' exacts 100 See how fast you can determine what they are 
P.S. One of them is 20. 

zz uflnojui gl awqa'nu aAqnoaiiuoo agt ■» <a>U 


1 M A_ 

2->M A_ 

A_ 

4 _M A_ 

5 _MA_ 

6 _M A 


STEPPING OUT WITH MAI 

Hvy Ma, vuu'rc in this word lest 
Object is to find six seven-letter 
wo^s with MA stepped off 
progressively. 

CMIniHonsi 

1. One who steps out in s pandc. 

X Word in phrase Ma might use 
if lunior picked up his clothes: 
"_thatr 

3. Tie knot for a second time. 

Alssueenorder. 

5. Current used by glider pilot 

6. This "ma" is often a baby 
sitter. 

Time limit' 2 minutes. 


DIAL TONES! "I count only 
the sunny hours/' states the 
inscription on a sundial. Ano¬ 
ther pithy sundial saying is 
scrambled in this illustration. 
How quickly can you rear¬ 
range these words so that 
they are in an ordttr that 
makes sense? 

Rw starters, let it be known 
that the word "loda/' is the 
initial word of the saying. See 
if you can take it from thhere.' 
No peeking. 


4 \tl VI ' 

llUMfV |»UJiOm noX MaUMNOOI Jl() Cl XvpiTX,. 


m 


VUlpUVJt) y fVULWIIJ, ^ pUCUl 
•UU>^ ^ AJLtCUM^ AUtXnUf Z I 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


FUNSPOT 






OREAT DAYI Hn • pocy 00 Mom — y• hw bte dmJji« cptofc 

bidlccM by mmbori: 1—Rod. a-U. V-YMIpw. 4^ 




SPELLBINDER 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at leoM eiit diifer- 
ancas in drawing datalt between top and bonom panels. How 
quiekly can you And iham? Chech aneweri with thoaa befcwr. 

'0ui«iut t) ufliB -g Ouiniui si ueensg S 'Buistiui si eiDog 
■* -Miious St uaq tsoo'( luuejiip aj opnih t 'Bumui «t aajx - 1 eaauajauio 


SCORE 10 points tor using all the 
letters in ihe word below to form 
*wo complete words 

DAUGHTER 

THEN score 2 points each lor all 
words of four lettors or mert 
found among tha lafttrs 

Try to scare at toast M getots. 
'pnii) 'jseo ‘tunsoMi smHOd 


































































THE LOCKHORNS 























































































Food, like 
jokes and 
music, 1 $ all 
a matter of 
improvisati¬ 
on on a 
theme The 
same basic ingredients and 
tune-tested twhmques pro¬ 
duce wonderfully different 
and aesthetically satisfying 
effects when the arrange¬ 
ment IS changed, albeit 
within the Ayurvedic para¬ 
digm In contmuation of 
last week's work, here are 
two more reapes perfected 
with Rammder Maihotra' 

SUBZQORMA 

INGREDIENTS 

300 g /‘2/3 lb Carrots 


150 g / 5 oz Turmps 
150 g / 5 oz Pumpkm 
150 g / 5 oz Potatoes 
100 g / 3 07 Green peas 
50 g /1 /4 cup De^tghee 
(clarified butter) 

3 Green cardamom 
2 Cloves 

1 stick Cinnamon (1 m) 

2 Bay leaves 

2 g /l tsp Cumin seeds 
20 g / 31 /2 tsp Garhc 
paste (stramed) 

20 g / 31 /2 tsp Ginger 
paste (strained) 

^It 

120 g /1 /2 cup Yoghurt 

3 g / I tsp Conander 
powder 

3 g /1 tsp Red chilli 
powder 

75 g / 21 /2 lb Fned onion 


paste 

720 ml / 3 cups Vegetable 
stock 

1 5 g /1 /2 tsp Black 
pepper powder 
075g/l/4tsp Clove 
powder 

075g/l/4tsp Cinnamon 
powder 

0 75g/l/4tsp Green 
cardamom powder 
0 375g/l/8tsp Mace 
powder 

3 25 g /1 tbs. Coriander 

2 Green chillies 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time 45 
minutes (plus tune taken to 
make stock) 

Cooking time* 30 minutes 


PREPARATION 
The carrots, turnips and 
pumpkin: Peel, wash, cut 
into2m Xl/4m Xl/4m 
batons, blanch each separa¬ 
tely in boiling water for 3,3 
and 2 minutes, respective¬ 
ly, dram, refresh in iced 
water and dram when 
ready to cook 

The potatoes. Peel, 
quarter lengthwise, turn to 
makedholh boil m salted 
water until cooked but not 
soft, dram and keep uside 
Hie green peas: Wash 
and then boil until cooked 
but not soft, dram refresh 
in iced water and dram 
when ready to cook 
The yoghurt mixture* 
Put yoghurt m a bowl, add 



Creamier ice-cream, time 



KesarKtdfl 

Ingr**UetUs 

Mmmatd 1 tin, 

MUk 4 Kboa 
100 gms, MtUda 1 tb ^, 
C3>opped & blanch^ 
abnonds 10-12 (ojdtonaO, 
Kesar (powdered) 
Motbod 

1 . Mix together MilkmaM, 
mdk, maida & kboa Bring to 
boil, stirring comtandy 
ZReduce beat & cook for Smins, 
staring constantly Cool 

3. Add almonds & kesar 
dissolved in 1 tsp tf water 

4. FUlinto kulfimoulds6 
fieeee overnight 

KewraKulfl 
AddVit^ cfground 
cardamom &1 tsp kewra in 
placecf kesar 



Cherry Ice-Cream 

Mwm^dltin, C(4d mdk 
lUicups, Cream 3 
Cberrypu^ 1 cup, 

Pink food colour Vit^ 

' Matbod 

i. Combine MUhmaid, rntUb, 
cream, cherry pulp & food 
colour Blend w^ 

Z Pour into freezir^ tray and 
freeze tSltise mixture is basset 
3> WbidtMsmoodt&rynxze 
VeurkMioma 
. Cbikoo Ice-cream 
htplace qfdierrypttdpand 
Ji^colmr, a^d %, lig 
cbikoo pu^ 

Pista Ice-cream 
Addltbsp powderedpista 
andiktsp almond essence 
inplace efebertypu^ 




w o n d 0 


r s 


Taste 


the 



red chillies and ocniander, 
whisk until fully 
incorporated. 

Hie gamlsh: Oean, wash 
and finely chop coriander. 


CXXDKING 

Heat glue in a handi/p&n, 
add cardamom, cloves, cin¬ 
namon, bay leaves and 
cumin seeds, stir over medi¬ 
um heat until the cumin 
begins to crackle, add the 
garlic paste, ginger paste 
and salt, Munno/stir-fry 
until the moisture evapora¬ 
tes, remove handi/pan 
from heat, stir-in the 
yoghiul mixture, return 
ha^i/pan to heat and 
bhunnol stir-fry until the fat 
leaves the sides. Then add 
the fried onion paste, 
Munno/stir-fry until the fat 
leaves the sides, add stock, 
bring to a boil, reduce to 
low heat and simmer for 
3-4 minutes. Remove and 
pass the gravy through a 
nne-mesn soup strainer 
into a separate handi/ pan. 
Return ^avy to heat, add 
the blanched and cooked 



SubzQomia 


vegetables, bring to a boil, 
reduce to low heat and sim¬ 
mer, stirring occasionally, 
until the gravy is of sauce 
consistency. Sprinkle pep¬ 
per, clove, cinnamon, gre¬ 
en cardamom and mace 


powders, stir, remove and 
adjust the seasoning. 

TO SERVE 

Remove to a service dish, 
garnish with coriander and 


green Chillies, serve wil|i 

Khameeri Rati. .. > ' 



lkg/21/41bSole 




















MahiKhalla 

Mustard oil to deep fry Bsh 

The marination: 

30 g / 5 tep. Garlic paste 
(strained) 

20 g / 31 /2 tsp. Ginger 
paste (strained) 

30 ml / 2 tbs. Lemon juice 

1.5 g /1 /2 tsp. Yellow chilli 



The gravy: 

45 ml / 3 tbs. Mustard oil 
1 g /1 /4 tsp. Fenugreek 
s^s 

1 g /1 /4 tsp. Mustard seeds 
30 g / 5 tsp. Garlic paste 
(strained) 

15 g / 21 /2 tsp. Ginger 
paste (strained) 

3 g /1 tsp. Turmeric 
powder 

1.5 g /1 /2 tsp. Yellow chilli 
powder 

120 g /1 /2 cup Yoghurt 
80 g / 5 tbs. Fried onion 
paste 

30 g / 2 tbs. Fried garlic 
paste 

1 litre / 41 /4 cups Fish 

28 


stock 

Salt 

15 mi /1 tbs. Lemon juice 
20 ml / 4 tsp. Cream 

1.5 g /1/2 tsp. Mace 
powder 

4 Coriander leaves 
Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 45 

minutes 

Cooking time: 25 minutes 

PREPARATION 
The fish: Qean, debone, 
wash, pat dry and cut into 
2-in. cubes. 

The marinationt Mix all 
the inCTedients, evenly rub 
the fish cubes with this 
marinade and reserve for 
10 minutes. 

The frying: Heat 
mustard oil in a kadhai, add 
the marinated fish, deep 
fry over medium heat until 
lightly coloured, drain and 
remove to absorbent paper 
to drain excess fat. 

The gravy: Whisk 


yoghurt in a bowl. 

The garnish: Clean and 
wash coriander leaves. 

COOKING, 

Heat mustard oil to a 
smoking point in a han¬ 
di/pan, remove handi/pan 
from heat and sprinkle a lit¬ 
tle water carefully to bring 
the temperature down 
(alternatively, remove and 
cool the oil). Reheat the oil, 
add fenugreek and 
mustard seeds, stir over 
medium heat until they 
begin to crackle, add the 
garlic and ginger pastes, 
WiMnno/stir-fiy for a 
minute, add turmeric, red 
chillies and salt (all dissolv¬ 
ed in 30 irU / 2 tbs. of 
water), stir until the liquid 
has evaporated. Remove 
handi/pan from heat, stir- 
in yoghurt, return han- 
di/pantoheatand 
Mtunno/stir-fry until the fat 
leaves the sides. Now add 
the fried onion paste, stir 


for a few seconds, add fried 
garlic paste and 
bhuntio/ stir-fry until the fat 
leaves the sides. Then add 
fish stock, bring to a boil, 
reduce to low heat and sim¬ 
mer until reduced by half. 
Remove and pass the gravy 
through a fine-mesh soup 
strainer into a separate 
handi/ pan. Return the 
gravy to heat, gently add 
the fried fish and simmer 
until the gravy is of sauce 
consistency (approx. 3 
minutes). Now add lemon 
juice, stir, remove, stir-in 
cream and adjust the seaso¬ 
ning. Sprinkle mace pow¬ 
der, stir carefully. 

TO SERVE 
Remove to a service 
bowl, garnish with corian¬ 
der and serve with steamed 
rice or Roti. 

NOTE; All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 




VIDEOS 


Super Mario Bros.: Hey kids, 
this is a good film for you 
all. Bas^ on a Nintendo 
video ^me, the film fol¬ 
lows the adventures of the 



MdnhRefnM 


hiltllMt 


I 



I H } IM C K O I- 1 n H W 1-, i- K 


background music—and 
One tongue is a beau¬ 
tifully sung plea for under¬ 
standing. An emotional time 
makes listening to this 
album exactly that for you; 
you have to get involved in 
the music. 

On side 2, Gypsy fair is a 
Celtic song thiwgh and 
through, though the l}rrics, 
of course, are in English. 
And Isn't it amazing will 
leave you gasping with its 
sheer beauty. An MIL pro¬ 
duct; Rs 48. 
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good guys, plumbers 
Mario and Luigi (Bob 
Hoskins and John Leguiza- 
mo) as they battle the bad 
guy, Koopa (Dennis Hop¬ 
per), the reptilian ruler of 
an evil world, in order to 
save the beautiful princess 
(Samantha Mathis). It's a 
fun film to end all fun films 
and you'll enjoy it all the 
way. 
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Songs from the 
Rain: This 
album, by 
Hothouse 
Rowers, 
shows that 
bands that 
come out of Ire¬ 
land are really 
something 
else! U2 has 
already shown 
the way, now 
it's this band's 
turn. The 
music is powerfully 

evocative of 
the Irish way 
of life, there's a 
little Ut of 
magic in it. 

This is it (your 
soul) gets jrou 
into me listen¬ 
ing mode right 
away—the¬ 
re's no ques¬ 
tion of treating 
this album like 
so much 


paitoct my to 8it nrair frMR 8 
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TELEVISION 

Profiles of Nature Specials: 
Animal lovers, rejoice! 
Because Satellite Televi¬ 
sion's Star 
Plus has a 
15-part serial 
for you that 
will tell you 
everything 
you ever want¬ 
ed to know 
about earth's 
creatures in 
their natural 
habitats, but 
didn't know who to ask- 

The studies 
are in-depth 
and informa¬ 
tive without 
being boring 
and are presen¬ 
ted by some of 
the world's 
best-known 
naturalists, 
conservationis¬ 
ts and nature 
lovers. This 
series can be 
called infotain- 
moitatits 
best On Satur¬ 
days at4pm. 

















RST PERSON 


J ASWANT SINGH, the suave deputy lecder of the Bharatiya Janata Party in the Lok Sabha, is one of the 
more moderate faces of the Sangh Parivar. A retired major from the Army, he is a lucid sfxaher, specially on 
defence matters. His interest in horses and jmlo comes from his royal lineage in Rajasthan. 


TAThat is your idea of perfect 
VV happiness? 

If happiness is the absence of 
discontent, then perfect happiness 
>vould be the total absence of it. 

'What is your {peatest fear? 

To be crippled and dependent on 
others. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

Books and music. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

Dishonesty comtmed with crudty 
and arrogance. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 
My short temper. 

What is your most ptedous j 


What brings tears to 
your eyes? 

When accidently I hit 
my funny bone 
against a hard object 


possession? 

Memories. 

What objects do you always cany? 
My wristwatch. 





What makes 3 mn most depressed? 

There's no one single cause. It varies. 
What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

A disproportionately long nose. 
What is your favourite wo^? 

It depends on the occasion and the 
context. 

What is your favemrite journey? 

A winter's morning in north India 
with frost on the ground and riding a 
spirited horse through the 
countryside. 

What is your favourite dream? 

If by dream, you mean aspiration, 
then it belongs to the artistry of mind. 
What is your nightmare? 

Again, to be crippled and 
dependent. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

Search for beauty, books, music and 
horse. Not necessarily in that order. 
What is your source of sustenance? 
Faith. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

When the 

situation isawkward. 
What is your 
greatest regret? 
Nothing 

"greatest". I have 
regrets about .some 
unfulfilled 
aspirations, but they 
diminish with the 
passage of time. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

Moments in which there's been 
perfect harmony between my nature 
and circunvitance of events. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

When accidently 1 hit my funny 
bone against a hard object. 

How do you relax? 

Horse riding, books, music and 
chess. 

What do you envy most in others? 

There is no "most". Envy is a 
transitionary emotion. I might envy 
ownership of a wonderful horse one 
, day, or a l^k 1 don't own another day. 
How would you like to be 
nmembered? 

This is too much like writing one's 
ibjm obituary. 

■0Dvr would you like to die? 

- {V~On horsd>ack and in the saddle. 


How would you 
like to die? 

On horseback 
and in the saddle 




Thf elegance of while. With your grey trousers and blazer. Hs. 13351- 

How can a watch so uniicrNtated he 


total absence of frills and fancies. 

so eio(|ucnt 'i 

Thai's the real mystery of Titan's 
latest line of watches. 

You may investigate their suhtle 
designs in all-ldack, gold or white. 
Their elean, uncluttered lines. The 

TITAN 

QUARTZ 

A hallmark of intemational class 

You may even attempt to explore 
the inspiration behind their unique, 
minimalistic looks. 

But it's only when you wear one 
that you'll understand. 

Simplicity has a drama all of its own. 



Friret inHutine of oU Uaiet a$ oal. b.93 . 











Like your body and hoart mod good blood, 
on ongim needs good ongim oil. 


The oil In your engine works much like 
the blood In your body which is 
continuously pumped (round a network 
of large and small tubes and comes 
back to be revitalized and filtered. Like 
blood, a good oil has to keep flowing 
without clogging or choking, that may 
cause heart attacks or engine seizure. 
Small wonder then, that millions of 
people around the world depend on 
Coitrol GTX to extend the life of their 
engine and keep it fighting fit. The 
International formula of Central GIX is 


'Castraii 



engineered to protect your engine 
through thick and thin, month after 
month, under engine conditions 
ranging from Arctic cold to the sizzling 
engine heat and at pressures ranging 
upto ten tons per square Inch. 

That's why we call Gattrol GTX 
formulation, a 'Liquid Engineering' 
manrel - the lifeblood of your engine. 
Use Coitrol GTX. - a superior SF/CC 
multigrade engine oil and be assured 
of silent, smooth running and longer 
engine life. 



, Castnum^ 
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The Tdegraph 



‘Tweet Toot’ 

■ Your cover story (The 
Telegraph Toots', July 4) 
said nothing about the 
Nawab of Bengal, Jyoti 
Basu. 

Citation: Megastar of 
West Bengal, proletariat 
of yesteryear, capitalist of 
today, champion of the 
ptK>r, gttdfather of the 
middle class. Staunch 
atheist, but believes in reli¬ 
gion (oft and on visits 
Belur Math and Kalighal 
temple) 

]t»sus said, "Come to 
me and 1 will show vou 
light." lyoti Basil says, 
"Come to me, 1 will shiiw 
you darkness." 
fthovanlal Hakshi, 

Culaitia 

tfi You messed out a tew 
who deserw more than 
one Toot. Ivoti Basu, for 
his 16yearsof{mis)rulein 
West Bengal and Uma 
Bharati, for hei morale¬ 
boosting slogan, "I'Miihak 
kii minio”, which even tual- 
ly gave our nation a 
dhakka big enough to 
shake it to its roots. 

And last, on behalf of 
your readers, 1 would like 
to present one Toot to the 
Magazine itself for carry¬ 
ing on the good and noble 
work of publishing semi- 


Jyoti Basu; Left in? 
nude and topless shots of 
bold and beautiful dam¬ 
sels. Fven on its 11th 
anniversary', it had to be 
Anu Agarwal (Pinup)! 
laved Nishat, 

Cnlnitta 

* Biju Patnaik was the 
odd man out because he 
is for real! Bhajan Lai 
should have got that 
award instead 
Arta Mishra, 

Cuttack 

■ The fiarshad Mehta 
cartoon, the Madoftna 


tt If wasa superduper 
idea to celebrate yout 
11 th anniversary by han¬ 
ding out Tciots Having 
developed the "twoi't 
to<it" rather immediate¬ 
ly, I have a list of my 
ownTwts. 

Among them, a Tewt 
tousCalcultans— the 
most patient and toler¬ 
ant citizens of the world, 
for our cholchc cholhc 
attitude. 

Pradeep lain, 
c aU utUi 


citation and Kiran Chau- 
dhar/s Class-ic Com¬ 
ment were really fantastic. 
Prahlad Agarwala, 

Nadia 

Dressing Down 

9 As an animal lover and 
a Jain, I strongly felt that 
the article, ‘Hide and 
Sleek' (Event, July 4) on 
leather dresses was not in 
tune with Indian culture 
orcu.stoms. 

Fashion at the cost of 
animal slaughter is cruel 
and very un-Indian. 

Sush Kocher, 

Calcutta 


We invite entries for our 
Frame page, but do not 
hold any responsibility for 
return of the rejected 
photographs though every 
effort will be made to 
return those sent along 
with self-addressed, 
stamped envelopes. 

Each selected 

photograph will be paid Rs 
200. [Hease send b/w prints 
of outstanding quality, at 
least Sin. x Win., and 
horizontal in composition 
only. The mood in the 
picture must be strong and 
positive. 

Used photographs 
become the property of the 
Ananda Bazar Group and 
will not be returned. 
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UPAM ANYU CHA'ITERJEE, almost the charm¬ 
ing boy next dtKir, is really a bureaucrat. His sen- 
sal lonally suc,cesstul first novel, English August, 
At, Indian Siory, was predictably based on the 
bureaucracy. I lis second book. The Last Burden. 
which toi^k him over five years to write, shifts 
fcKus to the family and its trax'ails. 
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Shopping for 
Nature 


G reen sells. The World 
Wildlife Fund seems 
to have cottoned on to this 
emerging truth of the Car¬ 
ing Nineties. The world 
body has joined the 
moneymakers and open^ 
a commercial outlet in the 
Capital. 

The WWF Amanjit 
Memorial Nature Shop in 
the basement of the WWF 
building is where the eco- 
friendly pack is seen to be 
seen these days. The shop 
stocks anything remotely 
green—from recycled writ¬ 
ing paper and unbleached 
handwoven cotton shirts, 


message. The cuddlies, for 
instance, come courtesy 
Richie Rich Toys. So, all 
those cute pandas and tedd¬ 
ies come with the WWFs 
green tag of 'Help Save 
Nature'. 

Even a household handy 
like safety matches have 
been pressed into service. 
WWF settled upon . 
WIMCO—which uses far- 
mwcxid and recycled paper 
board for their &fari 
brand—and uses the 
matchbox covers to preach 
wUdlife conservation. 

Some NGOs like Tara (a 
subsidiary of Development 



through trekking equip¬ 
ment to stuffed toys and 
handpaintcd '1 Love Wildli¬ 
fe' T-shirts. 

The shop also seems tun¬ 
ed in to the universal mar¬ 
keting mantra of catch- 
'em-young. Animal clocks 
and clothes hangers, panda 
schoolbags, wildlife jigsaw 
puzzles and book latels— 
all the aids for greening the 
child's world are stacked 
on the shelves. 

In a novel marriage of 
Cause and Commerce, the 
WWF has franchised the 
products of several establi¬ 
shed enterprises to sell its 


Alternatives) and the Cen¬ 
tre for Science and Environ¬ 
ment have also been tap¬ 
ped, specially in the section 
on educational aids. 

For the rest, the shop 
counter is also used to ped¬ 
dle the WWF's own stuff 
like stickers, posters and 
bookmarks. "The shop is 
run on the system of 
mutual benefit marke¬ 
ting," says the in-charge, S. 
K. Mukherjee. 

"So, we sell their goods 
and the goods sell our 
message." 

Sona Rawla 



Coming 
in With a 
Winner 


Y oung liquor baron 
Vijay Mallya's horse 
sense has never been in 
doubt. With his keen inter¬ 
est in horse breeding and 
racing, he, along with 
MAM Ramaswamy, provi¬ 
ded much needed respecta¬ 
bility to a sport w'hich is dis¬ 
missed merely as an upmar¬ 
ket way of gambling and a 
last ditch effort of the large¬ 
ly illiterate "punters" to 
make good in life. 

"Racing is not just pun ■ 
ting," declared Mallya 
while launching a monthly 
video magazine called 
Horscpom'r, devoted exclu¬ 
sively to the horse racing 
industry. The video hopes 
to provide a ring-side view 
of various international 
races around the world, 
major auction sales, inter¬ 
views with top ow'ners, trai¬ 
ners and jiKkeys and an 
analy.sis of the goings-on in 
the world of the well shod. 

Mallya, who sports a 
designer stubble these 
days, points out that the pri¬ 
ces of the best stallion., 
have gone up from $ 1 mill¬ 
ion to 3 million in a matter 
of 36 months and nobody 
could complain as they had 
no choice. Having recently 
acquired the Kunigal Stud 
Farm from the Karnataka 
government, he confident¬ 
ly asserts, "I have entered 


the field of breeding to pro¬ 
vide a choice." 

Coming back l<' 
Horfu'pmvet, which was initi¬ 
ally launched as a one-off 
video magazine in Julv 
IWl, the UB Group claims 
that the response was over¬ 
whelming, not just from 
racing enthusiasts, but 
sports lovers in general. 
Now it will be produced on 
a regular basis by horse¬ 
power Video IVivate 
Limited, Hyderabad, an 
independent production 
unit, in collaboration with 
racing of the UK. 

Sumant Bakshi of the UB 
Group promises that 
though each issue will 
cover the Indian racing 
scene extensively, the Bri¬ 
tish tie-up will provide a 
definite international fla¬ 
vour. With over 240 interna¬ 
tional races being featured 
throughout the year and 
close to 100 graded races 
from India, the video maga¬ 
zine will provide "thrilling 
moments ot the racing 
industry worldwide," says 
Bakshi. 

I 

Each cassette is priced at 
Rs 750 and the annual sub¬ 
scription has been fixed at 
Rs 8,640. The Horsefxtwer 
video will be marketed 
throughout the country lar¬ 
gely through direct mail, 
with advertising support 
from UB Ltd. 

Bakshi says they have 
not yet started soliciting 
subscriptions, but he has 
no doubt that with the 
huge following for the 
sport around the country, 
the venture seems a runa¬ 
way winner. 

Ramakrishna Upadhya 




A naiKlaShatdtaraidwif^tiilt^ 
/ILree have done it a^ain. 

l^oot^teuid their dancetRM^ 
havejuatietuinklfixtmasufiQSssfid ' 
tour oi Israd and Gennany, winning 
hearts with their programmes. 

It was roses an die way. India Week 
odebradons began on June 15 d Id 
Aviv and dte troupe gave performan- 
<xs on die first three days at the presd- 
gious Suzanne Dellal auditorium. 

The next day, VIPs of the Iots^ 
government attended the show. 
Amcmg the Indian dimitaries present 
on the occasion were Sukhbans Kaur, 
minister of state for tourism, Yogesh 
Chandra, the diiector-genml oftou¬ 
rism, and P.K. Singh, India's aml»s- 
sadorin Israd. 

The show was a great success, and 
the authorities had to dash around for 
additional seating arrangements. 
"Your performances have certainly 
created here a tremendous interest in 
Indian culture," said P.K. Singh. 

The troupe went on to visit Jeru¬ 
salem, Bethlehem, Nazareth and the 
Dead Sea, where, they say, you can 
float on the water even though you 
don't know how to swim. They also 
made it a point to visit the West Wall 
(rf Jerusalem, a sacred spot for Jews all 
over the world. As a nand finale to 
the trailblazing trip, they performed at 
Frankfurt on June 19. 

SohiniSoi 


Dance, 

Svpeden, 

Dance 

D ipanwitaRoyisan 
Odissi dancer. So 
what? She claims to be the 
first Odissi dancer ever to 
have carted the dance form 
to Sweden, that's indiat. 

Her trip abroad this year 
covered four countries— 
Sweden, Denmark, France 
and the UK—but it was in 
Sweden that she was a real 
hit. 

The Swedes, she found, 
had an overwhelming inter¬ 
est in Indian culture, which 
they do not know much 
about. And so, when Dipan- 
wita performed Odissi 
before them, they were 
mesmerised. 

While in Sweden, Dipan- 
wita also conducted a 
20-day workshop in Odis¬ 
si, to which the response 
was terrific. It was attend¬ 
ed by children of both Swe¬ 
dish descent and, inter¬ 
estingly, adopted children 
of Indian origin. The childr¬ 
en were fascinated by the 
dance form which involves 
bringing to life the sculptu¬ 
res of Orissa. 

As a teacher of dance, 
Dipanwita knew exactly 




what children would like, 
so she initiated them into 
the intricacies of Odissi not 
through the Mangalacha- 
ran, the usual invocatory 
item (rf this classical dance 
form, but through Tagore 
songs, whkh are lyri^ 
and extremely rhythmic. 

Once the children had 
mastered the basic steps, 
they were'taught the hand 
movements and finally, the 
usual r^Tertoire of an CMis- 
si recital. The workshop 
concluded with a public 
p^ormance in which 
Dipanwita took part, 
accompanied by the stu¬ 
dents ^ her workshop. 



INDIAN 

AUGUST 

Ilis ftrst tx)()k ivas a hreakthnmgh, and his seamd 
releases this iwek. Mahesh Rangarajan 
talks to Vpamanyii Chatterjee 



Photographs: Jagdish Yadav 

UPAMANYU CHATTERJEE LOOKS DISAR- 
mingly young, like a second year literature student, not a 
civil servant whose first novel took the publishing world by 
storm. 

With his second book. The Last Burden, soon to be publish- 
ed by Penguin Books (India), he has about him the air of a sue- , 

cessfulman, but whose charm is intact. 

An orange T-shirt and leather chappals set him out in the 
Coffee Shop at the India International Centre where we met. 

The place swarms with liberal literati and sarknri types, but 
Chatterjee dt)es not fit any slot. There's something intangib- 
ly original about the man. 

This book has taken five-and-a-half years to w’rite, but * 

Chatterjee's face shows no sign of the sweat that must have 

gone into it. He sips his nimbu pani and tries to make his L___ 

voice audible above the chatter of those around digging into their jam tarts and discussing 
the latest in ethnic chic. 

Much gets through, though at the end you arc left with the inevitable question: Who is 
the real Upamanyu Chatterjee? What is he really like? His new book marks a major shift 
in focus from his sensational debut, English August, An Indmn Story. 

Most critics saw the central focus of that work as being the bureaucracy. But the writer 
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he bureaucracy has had its advantages for him as a novelist..^ The pace of 
woih, he admits, is not as dsewhere. * You can leave a imte at your office asking for 
half a day’s casual leave when you need to get away for an interview’ 



thinks otherwise. "It 
was meant to be a very different story, 
about the dreams of Agastya Sen, the 
protagonist." But critics and readers 
alike saw in it the story of the 
bureaucracy and what it does or dues 
not do in Indian life. 

The scene now shifts to the family, 
its troubles and travails: the discern¬ 
ing eye of the novelist picks at the 
webs that enmesh Indian family life. 
The spotlight is "on the terrible enerva¬ 
ting pressures" that family life actual¬ 
ly .entails. The deep bonds between 


"unless you knew people in the busi¬ 
ness". Anil Dharker, the then editor of 
Debonair, provided the break. 

Next came a story in the British Lon¬ 
don Magazine. By then, he had joined 
the droves who sat the UPSC exams, 
clearing it at the first attempt and join¬ 
ing the Indian Administrative Service. 
His favourite subjects, history and 
English, did the trick. But Chatterjee 
shrugs it off, saying, "1 lacked the grit 
for a second attempt." 

The first stint in the bureaucracy in 
Maharashtra saw him begin serious 


work on his novel, English August. "It 
began as a short story, but soon grew 
into something else." The intellectual 
landscape of the interior district was 
bleak, but he persevered. "1 airrespon- 
ded furiously, replying to letters from 
friends, clipping out vignettes so 
essential for fiction." 

T he bureaucracy has had its advant¬ 
ages for him as a novelist. Getting 
nine months leave wlien he wrote his 
first book was a godsend. The pace of 
work, he admits, is not as elsewhere. 


brothers or parents are, he feels, often 
"beset by deep problems". What he 
hopes for in the novel is "a home 
video, a series of candid camera shots" 

Questions like the nature and the 
future of the family in middle class 
India do not really concern Chatterjee. 
The attempt in the work is, "not to 
pass value judgements", he claims. 
Yet, he also feels, that we need to 
reflect more on the "awesome bur¬ 
den" that the family exertson our lives. 

The responsibilities and tasks are 
virtually never-ending. A mother 
dies, a child is born, the cycle goes on. 
But is this not the case the world over? 
True, but the Indian middle class is 
particular about not exposing the ske¬ 
letons in the cupboard. What he tries 
to do in the novel is to "see people as 
individuals". 

'The mother and father are given 
names, not referred to simply as Baba 
and Mama. To show them as .someth¬ 
ing other than sacred, but not lessen 
their dignity as human beings." 

M uch of the magic of Chatterjee's 
work a>mes from his inside 
view of Indian life. His school years 
were spent in St Xavier's, New l^elhi, 
before he moved to St Stephen's. He 
started majoring in history', but then 
shifted to English literature. It was 
then that he made a mark as a writer of 
short .stories. 

It was not a jaywalk to the top. The 
Illustrated Weekly of India, then «?dited 
by I’ritish Nandy, "did not seem to 
open the envelopes". There was little 
chance of getting a story published, 


ml 




ybe, *the people who watch Baba Sehgal don’t read*. ‘But there must 
be many who don’t watch Baba.’ After all, notes Chatterjee, the publishing worid 
is humming with activity 
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"You can leave a note at your office 
asking for half a day's casual leave 
when you need to get away for an inter¬ 
view," muses Chatterjee with a 
twmkle in his eye 

But, not so long ago, when he enter¬ 
ed the ranks of the service, he did fmd 
It difficult to adjust His parents, in par¬ 
ticular, urged him to stay on and there 
has been no looking back since 
After three years in Bombay, Chat- 
terjee was posted in Delhi, where he 
now works in the department of cultu¬ 
re At least. It's not a political hot 
spot," he remarks, "and leaves me 
time to write' 

His time is tightly organised and 
that s what keeps the literary clock 
ticking I am not sure I would write 
morcifl vasnotacivilservant' says 
Chattel |c*t In a sense he finds he's car¬ 
eful enough to make full use* of what 
lime he diH-s have 
7 he am to “i pm routine certainly 
hi'lps to plan out his work "When I 
write it s often a para a day or finish 
that sentence tomorrow He likens it 
to building a bt*e hive Workgcx?son 
bit bv bit and one day, the hive IS 
ready 

1 he biireauc rai y finds m Upama 
nyu Chatterjee a reasoned anci persua 
sive defender 'It can't be w ished 
away in anv cast, he exclaims The 
Indian civil service mav not always 
be polite and helpful but it can be 
among the most efficient 
In his own work in the department 
of culture, Chatterjee claims, he comes 
in contact with the bureaucrat les of dif¬ 
ferent countries "Not all have the abi¬ 
lity that we do to react decisively and 
quickly " 

B ut the world outside is a changing 
one and the invasion ot Satellite 
rv heralds, least for some, the end 
ot the old India The end of the erudite 
civil servant, able to discuss the finer 
points of Marquer or Naipaul, the 
extinction of book readmg as a habit 
Yet, Chatterjee sees it more hopefully 
By the time he left St Stephen's for the 
Academy at Mussoorie, video had 
arrived and TV watching was already 
making inroads 
Maybe, "the jjeople who watch 
Baba Sehgal don't read" "But there 
must be many who don't watch 



Nirad C. Chaudhuri: Like the Taj Mahal 


Baba After all the publishing world 
IS still humming with activity 
bales ot books continue to 
me rease full time novt lists are mak 
ing more money ' IheworldliKiks 
moieIhcvrful than theC assandias 
think English, too will survive in the 
country It s an Indian language after 
all" 

He gets bugged by people like Anan- 
thamiirthi who insist that it s not an 
Indian language 'Indians feel guilty 
about English " 1 le idmits that 
English gets more prominence than 
Indian language wi iting 'Why 
should you be inte'^viewing Upama- 
nyii with his second novel rather than 
someone with his 44th in Kannada’' 

The paradox is that fewer people 
know English than anv Indian langua¬ 
ge Yet, the opinion makers or those 
with purchasing power read more in 
English 

That gets us c n to the accuracy of 
judgement by non-resident writers on 
matters Indians Chatterjee is impati¬ 
ent with someone like Nirad C Chau- 
dhuri "He's like the laj Mahal, he 
says dismissively, it not inaccurately 


Naipaul is singled out for special men- 
hon, though for notoriety rather than 
for fame "Posing as the interpreter of 
the Third World to the First is a lot ot 
humbug " A House for Mr was a 

good b<wk and he hasn't read The Enig¬ 
ma of Arrival "But A Bend in the River 
was awful" 

The entire genre of travel writing is 
distasteful "You get paid for a pur- 
ney by a publisher and you wnte all 
sorts of things about the places you've 
been to " In the case of Naipaul, it's 
not only a purney in space, but also in 
time He came over to the subcontin¬ 
ent 30 years ago and lambasted us and 
made a packet Now he comes back 30 
years on and praises the place These 
jX*oplc make a racket out ot India ' 

His own roots are not bound dow n to 
any one place in the country Delhi is 
where he grew up Bombay he liked 
during his three-year stint, but it was 
mainly confined to Colaba The city he 
has a mure than fleeting relationship 
with IS Calcutta It was only a place he 
visited for short trips, never for a long 
stay, but it arouses deep reactions in 
him 

'Even for a non-Bengali Indian, Cal- 
c utta, at first sight, is hideously depres 
sing At first si^t, it's shabby, dirty, a 
mess But if you stay longer, you get 
used to It and you discover that at a 
subcutaneous level it's a nice city ' 

here s a fire about the man Not the 
sort that makes a revolution, but 
maybe the sort that burns deep down 
in a fireplace The bcxik extracted here 
IS not an easy read I linger on to ask 
whether that was by design "It's not 
meant to be an easy read Maybe, it's 
also a reaction to the style of my first 
novel This time it's a deeply woven 
mesh of human relations " 

What about his other work at the 
moment’ His hrst book is now being 
adajTted for a film by the young film¬ 
maker, Dev Senegal, The screenplay 
IS, of course, rather ditterent from that 
of the bcx>k "Nifty paras are sheared, 
and the turns of phrase get lost in the 
process Maybe, you don't need a 
Ixxik to make a film " 

But Upamanyu ChatteiTee is a 
happy man Engluh August was the 
start of the story And Im Indian sum¬ 
mer, sunny smiles, sweaty brows and 
all, starts now ■ 











Y et at Pista's age, jamun'd 

have never reacted on why 
his parents didn't commemo¬ 
rate their own birthdays and 
anniversaries. He'd accepted that they 
simply didn't, iustas he'd acknow¬ 
ledged that Goii was exactly what his 
Moral Science textbook imaged Him 
to be—chubby, in a white kimon o 
and a silver-wool beard that dribbled 
down to a sort of rope about His waist, 
sixtyish; with twinkling eyes and out¬ 
stretched, welcoming arms, with wool- 
pack clouds tingling His ankles. He 
perennially stood, simpering. Indeed, 
Jamun'd surmised that no parent, no 
adult, actually ever observed such spe¬ 
cial days, that with Time the zeal to 
honour its passage ebbed. Thus he 
was baffled to learn that the world vie¬ 
wed the subject rather differently 
from his parents, that Kuki, for exam¬ 
ple, loped off on a unique day every 
year to buy for his divorced father a 
card and {^haps an aftershave. 

"Don't you even kimo your parents' 
birthdays^' Kuki in turn is startled too. 

"Of course I do," fakes Jamun. 
"Ma's is seventh February, and Baba's 
twenty-eighth October," and he eyes 
with curiosity the downmarket after¬ 
shave in Kuki's hand; it betokens ano¬ 
ther universe. At home he badgers, 
"Why don't we ever remember your 
and Ma's birthdays, and give 
presents?" 


"Who's stopping you?" 

Yet son is nearer the mark than 
father. Jamun's question is really one 
of a suit that recurs to him in a thou¬ 
sand contrary ways over the decade. 
Why don't you and Ma display at least 
some signs of intimacy, of charity, 
towards each other, acquit yourselves 
a litle like some other married couples. 
Why don't you stop scuffling with 
each other for the affection of your 
children, and instead ferret content- 
moit out of yourselves. Your brood is 
not yours just because you've fostered 
it. After all, since no wily go-between 
hitched you up, once upon a time, bet¬ 
ween the two of you must've lurked 
some kind of concupiscence; well, 
whatever happened to that heat, that 
lukewarmness. If it stubbed itself out. 


fkrfrwctMfyboM Vwlast Bunkn^ 
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THE WAY OF 


why didn't you cut adrift, instead of 
averring that parting is impossible 
once the litter is spawned. Or is you'r 
disaffection itself that cohesive a yoke. 
Is amen your retort to the other's silen¬ 
ce, and do you both invoke Time's 
desert sands to be your buddy and 
your spouse's foe. 

Unhurriedly, as though the years 
needingly tug at a veil, Jamun fathoms 
that his jMrents share several ugly 
attributes of their marriage with mill¬ 
ions of others. Some of this perception 
is disclosed to him as late as when he 
enlists in college. "Certainly, my par¬ 
ents wrangle, day in 'n day out, you 
ninny," snickers Kasturi at his inge 
nuousness, over their sixth cup in the 

He’s wished for a 
gUmmer, a whiff, of an 
indication that between 
his parents had once lived 
a sensation more human 
than the periodic rut of 
primates, that Burfi and 
he were engendered by an 
emotion less evanescent 
than carnality 



coffee-house, "because ail couples 
abrade each other". 

"Yours too? But they certainly don't 
bear themselves like cat and dog." Yet 
he grins involuntarily at Kasturi, 
because she's giggled, and he's been 
startled by a kind of easing that the 
shame of a joyless household doesn't 
sully him alone, that a ntatter as steal¬ 
thy as parental incompatibility can be 
debated, and even partnered with smi¬ 
les. He can't, however, gauge how 
much to disclose. "Kasturi, my par¬ 
ents don't exactly bicker and wran¬ 
gle—they don't chat to each other at 
all, not like other people, like you and I 
natter—of the day, of how horrid the 
bus conductor was, and how you had 
to flit from your tutorial because the 
rain was pummelling the windows 
and the tutor wasso unsexy—my par¬ 
ents in contrast are sort of webbed ina 
glacial, spleenful hush. Iltey swap just 



a handful of phrases per day. "Dinner 
is ready.... Have you signed the 
cheque for the electricity?... The tea is 
cold." Beyond these expressions 
squats the silence. And the most inof¬ 
fensive statement can sizzle in 
seconds into a brutal tiff, which routi¬ 
nely closes with my mother snivelling, 
and my father's brow crimsoning like 
a dam against the blood; then we 
assume that these rows wound her 
more than him." 

Too early in their companionship 
for him to divulge to Kasturi his par¬ 
ents' sexual relations, though he^s all 
at once prurient about the intimacy 
between her mother and father. In his 
seventeen years, Urmila and Shyama- 
nand have never gone to bed in the 
same room; in the tiny government 
flat in which the family whiled away 
more than a decade, Shyamanand 
customarily bedded down with 
Jamun; BurB commandeered one enti¬ 
re room for himself, the ingress into 
which of his parents and brother exas- 



THE FAMILY 
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perated him fiercely; Urmila turned in 
on the divan between the dining table 
and the Philips radiogram; thus, that 
innumerable wedded adults all over 
the world actually doss down toge¬ 
ther, in beds that are joined, night 
upon night, never dawned upon the 
subteenagejamun. 

He is spellbound when, with 
pubracence, he learns of sex, of copula¬ 
tion, how babies are spawned, when 
he twigs, open-mouthed, that Shyama- 
nand musf ve mounted Urmila at 
least twice to hatch Burfi and him. The 
notion seems inconceivable, seismic, 
like the seas spiralling, out of hand, to 
peck at a skyline of skyscrappers. At 
nrst, Jamun balks at visualising Urmi¬ 
la and Shyamanand together in one 
bed, mother naked, heaving, jammed; 
but he can't corral his fancy for long, 
and it prances back, time after time, to 
try and piece together, from the slivo-s 
of his apprehension, an abiding, tena¬ 
ble image of their coition; yet his imagi¬ 
nation always sideslips to other coun¬ 
tenances, other bodies, integrating the 


two to beget, not his parents, but the 
unbridled satyrs of burgeoning desire. 

S hyamanand has enlightened his 
younger son on how babies are 
hatched. On the nights when the 
moon is full and simpering, Jamun, 
thousands of dwarfish, swarthy oar¬ 
smen forage through the damp shin¬ 
gle of scores of riverbanks for a curi¬ 
ous species of minute, vermilion crab. 
Before the moon pales away, the boat¬ 
men scuttle about and flick the crabs 
down the nostrils and into the tumm¬ 
ies of snoring, married women. The 
crabs that sneak in through the left 
nostril ripen into daughters; through 
the right nostril trickle in future sons. 

I "What about twins?" Obviously two 
I crabs edge in simultaneously. "Then 
I why do we call i/ou Baba?" Because 
I before they withdraw, the sweating 
, oarsmen purr into the ears of the napp- 
! ing fathers guidance for the mor- 
j row—on pocket money, homework, 

, ablutions, fealty, f(x)tball. "Why boat¬ 
men? Why not batsmen?" Because 
decades later, when you're taken, 
you'll need someone, and it'll be they 
who'll pilot you down the river. 

Kuki and he have arrived at that age 
and mood when bawdy entrances, 
even when it is incompletely under¬ 
stood. For them, communication 
appears to slump to a pretext for the 
swapping of smut, the syllables of 
which titillate them into tee-hees. In 
time, ribaldry and the hams of Kuki's 
mother are augmented by Jeremiah's 
blubbery thighs, the inciting fetor and 
impudent simper of a grocer's han¬ 
dyman, the two issues of Plat/boif that 
the intrepid Kuki taps from his 
father's mine (along with a shrieking- 
coloured German glo^y with foldout 
pages, each pleat of which discloses 
one smirking participant of a prodigal 
orgy, the whole of which splays into a 
chart of eight stripped, living souls twi¬ 
ned to one another...—the sight of 
which seems to crunch open Jamun's 
skull and stuff it with a kind of obsce¬ 
ne turgescence)—and persistent, 
breathless parleys, speculation, josh¬ 
ing exegeses ... 

"I don't know, Kasturi, how you 
learnt about the carnal life—the usual 
lurching way, 1 suppose—but Isn't 


that really, truly the hatchet job on 
innocence?...." 

"Phew. My parents do lunge at each 
other a lot, but not out of libido. 
Haven't your parents ever slugged 
each other? Mine swat 'n clout rough¬ 
ly once a week, as clockwork as sham¬ 
pooing your hair. They wouldn't 
Drawl in front of you, but then who 
lathers his nut in the living room?" 

"Well, in my presence, my pa¬ 
rents —my mother in fact—let fly at 
my father just once. Some seven years 
ago," in the summer when, having 
frwhly stumbled on to the phenome¬ 
non of coitus, Jamun assiduously 
watches his parents for weeks for the 
most gossamer tokens—the graze of a 
touch perhaps, or a shared chuckle, an 
instinctive glance of communion, or 
an inadvertent hundred-pace stroll— 
the most shadowy clues to an extant 
comradeship, no matter how inert, 
that c^n be construed to be the precipi¬ 
tate of an expired infatuation. Of cour- 

They swap just a handful 
of phrases per day. 
^Dinner is ready.... Have 
you signed the cheque for 
die electricity?... The tea is 
cold.’ Beyond these 
expressions squats the 
silence. And the most 
inolfensive statement can 
sizzle in seconds into a 
brutal tiff 

se Jamun senses no such sign. Urmila 
and Shyamanand comfort themselves 
like uncongenial hostelers constrain¬ 
ed to room together for fifteen years. 
Certainly Jamun's never really expect¬ 
ed—has instead only, fancifully, fit¬ 
fully hoped that his parents, like some 
other parents, would be observably 
fond of each other—that on an 
anniversary Shyamanand perhaps 
would take Urmila out to dinner and 
their third viewing of The Sound of 
Music. He's wish^ for a glimmer, a 
whiff, of an indication that between 
his parents had once lived a sensation 
more human than the periodic rut of 
primates, that Burfi and he were 
engendered by an emotion less eva¬ 
nescent than carnality. Yet he can't 
even envisage them prodded by lust 
to pat and cuddle each other, to cavort 
like donkeys on heat in the thick of a 
thoroughfare. ■ 
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GOOD FRTOAYS 

Raniakrishna Upadhya on a singles’club in Bangalore which meets on the 

third Friday every month 


£ now 31 years old," 

^ ^ \ says Sarath plainly, "and 
I 1 have seen most of my 
Jl friends getting marri^. 
Some of them already have kids and 
they have their own compulsions...! 
find myself an odd man out in their 
company." 

Chips in Lilia Moniz, "One of the 
first fm questions you face in a gene¬ 
ral crowd is, “Why are you still single? 
Why haven't you married? Haven't 
you found anyone?...' It gets very, 
v^ irritating." 

Explains Ramesh, "One might have 
stayM single for various reasons. But 
that doesn't alter things. If you go out 
with a friend's family, you have to put 
up with the spouse and kids. If you go 
out with a couple, you feel like an add¬ 
on, if not a gooseberry." • 

Sarath, LUia, Ramesh and a host of 
other lonely souls in Bangalore have 
found a way of not missing out on com¬ 
panionship. They are members of a 
unique gathering called the Singles 
Club, the name of which was later 
changed to the Friday Club. 

They are mostly profession- 
orientkl, career-minded individuals 
who have remained single either by 
choice or circumstance or divorce. 
They find it uncomfortable in the com¬ 
pany of "tangled" married people 
and yet do not want to miss out on a 
social life. Being birds of the same fea¬ 
ther, they enjoy flocking together. 

Zaki IGialili, who is into real estate 
and one of the founding members of 
the fledgling club, says that being sin¬ 
gle and at least 30 years old (now redu¬ 
ced to 28) are the only criteria for 
membership. 

In the 16 months of its existence, it 
has attracted about 35 members, inclu¬ 
ding architects, stockbrokers, 
entrepreneurs, interior decorators 
and even a test pilot. 

"We meet on the third Friday of 
every month, but small mups of 
people keep meeting informally, 
either for going to movies or discos or 


just to have a chat," says Zaki. "Our 
common interest is to have a nice 
time." 

Zaki recalls that initially there were 
a lot of ego problems and members 
had reservations about what to say 
and how it would be interpreted. 

"Some people used to come and say 
that we had to have a goal, we've got 
to have an aim. They even dropped 
out because we had no direction." 

Lilia points out that the critics could 
not specify what kind of direction they 
were looking for, adding, "1 like it as 1 


there is no high faluting 'aim' or 'direc¬ 
tion' as such." 

There were even suggestions that 
the group should work for the poor, 
help the old folks' home and so on. 
But, as Zaki .says, all those ideas were 
dropped as, if one wanted to do chari¬ 
ty work, one could join the Lions Club 
or whatever and, "This is the only 
place where wc could come and let 
our hair down. Nothing else." 

efore anyone gets a feeling that it is 
like the singles' bars in the West, 
where people pick up a partner for the 
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night, the Friday Club promoters cau¬ 
tion that no one should entertain such 
tunny ideas. "It's a healthy interaction 
at a mature level," saysSarath. "There 
is no nonsense whatsoever." 

2^ki admits that many of his friends 
are indeed curious and, with a mischie¬ 
vous glint in their eyes, they wonder 
whether these people boogy out till 
late in the night. "We do have parties 
that go into me night, but we don't 
indulge in any hanky-panky. The girls 
are escorted back home and actuaUy, 
one is surprised at the amount of chi¬ 
valry still left." 

However, there are no restrictions 
on courting, or if a member wants to 
marry a fellow member, they simply 
have to announce it and they opt out. 
"If a romance starts, we don't object to 
it," says Sujay. "Just as we are not 
btjthered if it breaks up. One thing we 
are particular about is that we are pri¬ 
marily a singles' club and not a matri¬ 
monial agency." 

The club has been a meeting ground 
for a long estranged couple, too. They 
knew each other in college, met again 


Before anyone gets a 
feeling that it is like the 
singles’ bars in the West, 
where people pick up a 
partner for the night, the 
Friday Club promoters 
caution that no one 
should entertain such 
funny ideas. *It’s a 
healthy interaction at a 
mature level,’ says 
Sarath. ‘There is no 
nonsense whatsoever’ 


at the club and after courtship, decid¬ 
ed to get married. They are, of course, 
no longer welcome to the dub. 

lust as bringing two people toge¬ 
ther, the club has helped a divorcee 



come to terms with bong single again. 
Says Sekhan "The dub I^pra me 
ket^mychinupand feel that being sin¬ 
gle is not such a great tragedy." 

The activities of the dub have inclu¬ 
ded picnics, poolside parties or just 
get-togethers. They have had a Hal¬ 
loween party, an Irish coffee evening, 
a barbmue m South Indian food and 
so on. The members have to chip in Rs 
250 per month or whatever as the cost 
involved in organising an outing, 
though the drinkers and non-drinkers 
are debited separately. 

Much of the credit for the success of 
the Friday Club lies in the fact that the 
members have a certain homogenity 
in being well-educated, career- 
minded and good family back¬ 
grounds. The new members should be 
known to one of the members and 
they are put through a propor scree¬ 
ning. "We ask them to attend one or 
two meeting and get the opinion of 
all the members of the club about the 
new member. If the majority are satis¬ 
fied, then only are they enrolled," says 
Sarath, pointing out that in any case, 
they do not want the total member¬ 
ship to cross 50. 

It's not as if they haven't had pro¬ 
blems in getting the right kind of mem¬ 
bers. There was this rich couple of 
girls who flitted in and out of the club 
as they found it too bohemian. There 
was a man who got drunk and misbe¬ 
haved and was thrown out. "We make 
sure that the calibre of the person is 
vouched for. One who wants to enter 
the club should essentially jell widt the 
rest of the crowd," says Suad\. 

It makes a lot of sense if one goes by 
the closing down of another silkies' 
club prematurely in Bangalore. A girl 
associated with this venture recalls; 
"We used to get all kinds of vague 
calls. You could make out that all they 
were interested in was easy sex. There 
were even enquiries from places like 
Bombay and Delhi and all they want¬ 
ed were 'escorts' during tihdr visits to 
the city." 

But Lilia says that though initially 
she had reservations about the reac¬ 
tion of her family members, they have 
acccepted her decision to remain 
single. She finds the club members 
remarkably mature and the best thing 
that has happened to her. 

2^ki recalls that the Singles' Qub 
became the Friday Gub in its early 
weeks itself as die girls felt the first 
name gave a wrong picture to theoutsi- 
deworld. "We were meeting on Ri- 
days anyway and therefore we called 
it the Friday Qub. On Saturdays you 
had your own gangs to go out 









: □ Bejan Daruwalla 


March 21—April 20 

Shoot straight and 
hard, and you vvili 
surely hit your target. 

Be piepar^ for a pb 
switch, a major house of 
office move. It might be 
time to go for a career in the arts, research 
and invention. Children and the home 
front give satisfaction. Health might pose 
a few problems. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

Reach for the moon and 
, the stars, literally and 
, s figuratively. You will 
!{ be at your brilliant best 
and that is surely 
,_J something to look 
forward to this week. Romance is on the 
cards for the eligible and thefaneyfree. 
This is a good month for femily matters 
too. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

You could feel slightly 
unsettled and unsure 
this week, but the 
feeling will soon pass. It 
would be best to play 
your cards close to your 
chest. Travel is a dominant trend this 
month. Expenses will shoot upL Home 
anf family conditions need your attention 
and tact. 

Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

A home away from 
home, renovation, 
decoration, buying and 
selling are the 
highlights of the week. 
Important financial 
transactions are certain. Take time off 
from your busy work schedule to relax. 
Interviews and examinations will turn 
out to be a great success. 


Leo 

July 21—August 21 

This is the right time to 
launch a venture. A few 
inevitable chan^ 
affecting your lifestyle* 
are absolutely certain. 
These will have a 
longstanding effect. Visitors will drop in 
and you may entertain with gusto. Now 
is the time to have a ball. August 5 and 6 
will be newsy and fast paced. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

■ Many of you will be in 
for a promotion, a 
possible job switch or a 
position of greater 
responsibilities and 
trust. Your ability will 
be fully recognised. Be liberal and 
tolerant, and the world will be yours. You 
will be as fit as a fiddle, too. Children will 
give joy. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

The name of the game is 
perks, position and 
power. Opportunities 
for a new business, job 
and trade will knock 
insistently on your 
door. Do not waste time in deciding what 
is good for you. Romance and journey 
could be interlinked in a strange way. 
Money will pour in. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

Wealth and wisdom are 
assured this week. You 
will also be generous 
and pass some of it on 
to those less fortunate. 
August 2 and 3 will be 
ideal for romance and adventure. The 
focus is on work and colleagues. Do not 
underestimate your enemies and be 
careful of what you speak. 


SagUtarius 

November 23—December 20 

You can make a fast 
buck now and lay the' 
foundation for a solid 
future, perhaps even go 
in for expansion. Many 
of you will be 
exceptionally creative. Plenty of travd is 
in store for you. You will have more 
freedom now to do whatever you like 
and that in itself is worth a fortune. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

surely come into 
‘ ■T ' your own this week. 

.T Take help whenever 
possible; do not 
hesitate. Children give 
enormouspleasure.lt 
will not be safe to travel as you might be 
prone to accidents this month. A few 
inevitable changes in your job or 
profession could cause a little discomfort. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

Hard work and 
imaginative brilliance 
help you to be 
triumphant. You are 
certainly on the go. 
Business, job, 
profession and personal relationship's 
show great improvements. It is best to 
think straight and not to crib and criticise 
in the face of opposition. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

Important financial 
transactions are certain 
this week. It will piay to 
entertain and be 
amiable to others. 
Health of [»rcnts and 
children could cause some concern. TTie 
house may need a new coat of paint. 
Thanks to the stars, your charm will slay 
one and all. 
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NOTE- All arrival and departure times arc for Calcutta Figures in brackets denote the da\^, l*heing Monday. 


INTERNATIONAL 


£ Anuterdaiii'Dclhi-CalcutU; 
ArT.(7):KL-«75at0135. 

£ Ca]cutta>Delhi-AiiMterdaiii: 
Dep,(7):KL-876at0340. 
CalcuHa-Singapore: Dep. (4): 
SO420at1310. 
Singapoic-Caicutta; Arr. (2): 
S(>4I6atl02S. 

Drihi*Calculta-Singapaic; Air. 
(l);A]-6S2atn45;Dep.(I): 

Al-430 at 1300; Arr. <5): Al-428 at 
0540; Dep. (5): Al-428 at 0650. 
Singapotc-CalcuKa-Dclhi; Arr. 

(5): Al-429 at 1625; Dep. (5); 
AI-429atl740. 

Slngapwe-Calcutta-Bombay: 
Arr. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100. 

0 Singap(H«-Dhaka-Cal«itta: 
Arr.(4)i^SQ-420atl210. 

• Calcutta-Dhaka-Singapore: 
Dep.(2):SCM16atll30. 
Boinbay-Calculta-Bangkok-To* 
kyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1730; Dep 

(5) : AI-306 at 1910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta-Bom- 
bay: Ait. (6); Al-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) ; AI-309at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
york:De^(2): AMOl at 0100. 
CalculU-Mihi-London-New 
York: Dep. (5): Al- 

429/AM87/A1-101 at 1740. 
Caicutta-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
n>Nrwr York: Dep. (6): Al- 
309/AM 11 at 19M. 
Calcutta-Delhi-London-Toront 
o: Dep. (5): Al-429/AM87 at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Faiia: 
Dep. (6): A1-309/AI-147 at 1930. 
Cueulta-Dcihl-Rome-Geneva: 
Dep. (5): Al-429/AM71 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Frankfurt-Paria: 
Dm. (5); Al-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Boinbay-Delhi-Paria-F' 
rankfurt: Dep. (20: AI- 
431/AI-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): AI- 
309/AI-147atl930. 
Calcutta•Ballgkok:^Dep. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-731 at («55; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314at 1355. 

Bangkok-Calcutta: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6): 
TG-313atl240. 

CalcuHa-Kattimandn: Dep. (1,3, 

5): IC-747 at 1245; Dep. (1,6): 
RA-214atl455. 

Kathmandv-Caicutta: Arr (1,3, 

5):IC-748atl615;Arr.(l,6): 

RA-213atl355. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-723atl330;Dep.(l,5): 

B<>092 at 1055; Dep. G, 3,6,7): 
.BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4): B&092 
at 2125; Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,7). 
B(>096 at 1920; Dep. (4): BG-096 
at202Q. 

DhakaCalcutta: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-724 at 1600; Arr, G, 3,6.7): 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4): BG-091 
at075,5;Arr.(l,5);BG-091at 


1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6, TY- B&095 
at 1840; Arr. (4): BO095 at 1940. 
CUeutta-Chittagong: Dep. (6): 
lC-225 at 1230; Dep. (4): BG-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7): BC;-698 at 1525. 
Chitta^ng-Calcutta: Ar. (6); 
lC-226at 1450; Ait. (4): BG-697at 
2045; Arr. (7): BG-697 at 1445. 
ParoCalcutta-Bangkok; Arr. 
(2):ICB-105at0805;Dep.(2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-CalcMtta-Paro; Air. 

(7): KB-106 at 1005; Dep. (7): 
KB-106at 1105. 
it SoHa-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 
(4);L2-503at 1200. 
it Calcutta-Dubai-Sofia: Dep 
(4):LZ-,504at2250. 

* Moscow-Sharjah-Calcutta: 
Arr. (4): SU-537at 1555 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 


Londm-Delhi-Calaitta: Arr. 
(l):AM32/AI-682atll45. 

New York - Londoo - Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): Al-112/Al-428 at 
0540. 

Paria-Prankiiirt-Delht-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1): A1-146/AI-682 at 1145. 
Toronto-London-Delhi-Calcutt- 
a: Arr. (1). A1-186/AI-682 at 1145. 

Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calcutta; 

Arr. (5): AI-756/A1-306 at 1730. 
Bahnin - Doha - Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5); AI-875/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta; 
Arr. (5): AI-816/AI-306 at 1730. 
Dubal-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
AI-736/Al-428 at 0540; Arr. (1)- 


Prtn^beretethefcgttWMdfaHAtrihmschfi^fe. 
This is, hdumer. suhfectia change, Passengersare 
odtHsediokeiiptrmko/annuurKmiw^tfiadehy 
Indian Airlines in the press. Ferass^emce, they.may 
contact IcOyqfficeJ 263390.264433.262415,262S48, 
262657and262909. andredfport) 5529433.5529637. 
5529841,267007and204433 45and46 

exchanges, dial 140forgmendir^metiioH, 141 for 
reservations, I42furfiktht arrkraisand 143for 
dei^ares. 


Dep.(4):SU-538atl755. 

$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
Arr. (4): RJ-1B4 at 0705; Dep. (4): 
RJ-184at0805. 

S Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (4): RJ-185 at 1450; Dep. (4): 
RM85atl550. 

Calcutta - Bombay -Sharjah- 
AbuDhabL-Dep. (2): AI- 
431/Al-7n3 at 0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
m Dep. (2); AI-431 / AI-873 at 
0100 . 

Caicutta-Bombay-Delhi-Moaco 
w. Dep. (6): Al-309/AI-515 at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Mnacat: Dep. 
(2): At-43] /AI-833 at 0100; Dep. 
(6): Al-309/AI-845 at 1930. 

CalcuUa-DelM-Muscat: Dep. 

(5): Al-429/AI-841 at 1740. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep. (2); AI-431 / AI-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6); AI-309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 
{6);AI-309/AI-215atl930. 


AI-734/AI-682atll45. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 
(5): AI-806/AI-306 at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-856/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Air. 
(5): Al-826/AI-306 at 1730. 
Raa-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta: Arr. (5): AI- 
706/Al-306atl730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr 
(5): A1-826/AI-306 at 1730. 


LX) ME ST 1C 


Air-IfuUa 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dro. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100; D^. (6> Al-309 at 
1930. 


Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
AI-306 at 1730. 

Calcntta-Delhi: Dep. (5); Al-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1): A1-6B2 
at 1145; Arr. (5): Al-428 at 0540. 


East WestAirUnes^ 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6): 4S 805 at 1455. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 4S 806 at 1125. 

Calcutta-Gu wahath Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) ;4S812atll55. 
Guwahati-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airwa^ts 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily); 
D2-101 at 0830; Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): D2103 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102at0915;I>pp (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) : D2104 at 2000. 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agaitala: Dep. (daily): 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (daily): 
lC-743 at 1300; Arr. (daily): 
lC-742 at 0940, Arr. (daily): 
IC-744atl530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. G, 4,6, 

7) : lC-721 at 1215; Arr. Q, 4. 6,7): 
IC-722atl455. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) : IC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4,6,7): IC-772 at 1200. 

Calcutta - Vlahakhapatnam - 
Madraa: Dep. (3,5): IC-542 at 
1045; Arr. (3,5): lC-541 a t 1000 . 
Calcutta-Madras: Dw. (daily); 
IC-765 at 1715; Arr. (daily): 
IC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6): IC-777 at 1620; Ait. G, 4,6): 
IC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (1,4): 
lC-176 at 0915; Arr. (daUy): 
IC-274at 1845and Arr. (1,4): 
IC-175at0815. 

Calcutta-Port Blain Dep. (2,4,6); 
IC-285 at 0540; Arr. (2, i 6): 
IC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Delhk Dep. (daily); 
IC-263 atOTDO and K-402at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7); IC-261 at 1900; 
Air. (daily); IC-40I at 1205 and 
IC-264 at 2155, An. G, 4,6,7): 
IC-^ at 0800. 

Calcntta-Ranchi-Palna-Ddlii: 
Dep. (daily); IC-810at0630; An. 


£ No traflic nghts on Delhl-Calcutta-Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Dubal-Calcutta-Duba 
* No traffic nghts on Calcutta-Sharjah-Calcutta 
O No traffic nghts on Calcutta-Dhaka-Calcutta 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calcutta 
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(daily): lC-809 at 1115. 

Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow- 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3,5): IC-410 at 
1800; Arr, (1,3,5): IC-409 at 2105. 
Calcutta-lnphal: Dep. (1,3,5): 
IC-ZW at0745; Air, (1,3,5): 
lC-260at 1410. 

Calcutta • Silchar* Imphal: Dn. 
(2,4,6,7): lC-255 at (»50; Ait. (2, 
4,6,7):IC'256atl340. 
Calcutta<SUchar; Dep. (1,3): 


IC-2S3at0850; Arr. (1,3); lC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta'Dibnuaih: Dep. (2,4, 
6,7): IC-201 at iSW; Aft. (2,4, 6, 
7);IC-202at 1430. 

.Calcutta • Gttwahati • Dimapur. 
Dep. (2,4,7); IC-257 at 1140; Art. 
(2,4,7):1C-Z58atl640. 
Calcutta-Cuwahati: Dep. 

(daily): lC-229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6): lC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily); 


IC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-712atl010. 

Calcutta - Tezpur • Jorhat - Cal* 
cutU; Dep. (2,4,6): IC-213 at 
0900; Alt. a, 4,6): IC-213 at 1305. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneawar - Nu- 
pur • Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5, 7i: 
IC-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5,7): 
lC-770at2120. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar • 
Madras: Dep. (2,4): IC-544 at 


1045; Arr. (2,4); IC-543 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-JamshedpuR Dep. (1, 
2,3,4,5,6): PF-717at 0630; Arr. 
(1, Z 3,4,5,6): PF-718 at 0830. 
Calcutta • Aizawl - Siichar - 
GuwahaH: Dm. (daily): PF-705 
at 0900; Arr. (daily). PF-706 at 
1630. 



I .-,'r 


Irf-.-v 
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UIZ 


A run Kumar, Calcutta 
20, writes: "1 know 
about the Boxer Rebellion 
in China, but 1 cannot find 
information on who exact¬ 
ly were the Boxers. Could 
you please help?" 

The Yihcquan or Society 
of Righteous and Harmoni¬ 
ous Fists—disdainfully 
dubbed 'Boxers' by the fore¬ 
ign community in China — 
first emerged as a secret 
society among rural peas¬ 
ants in Shandong Province 
in the mid-1890s. By the 
end of the decade the ranks 
of their fanatical members 
had swollen to such an ext¬ 
ent that they shook China's 
last imperial dynasty to its 
very foundation. 

The aims of the Boxers 
were simple—death to 
foreigners and an end to 
foreign influence in China. 
The message was spread 
by a co-ordinated and 
novel propaganda drive 
throughout the houses and 
villages of North Chin^. In 
the marketplaces, huge red 


banners were strung bear¬ 
ing such inscriptions as 
"Death and destruction to 
the foreigner and all his 
works!" In addition. Boxer 
supporters distributed 
small handbills vividly 
portraying in bright hand- 
painted colours the insults 
to which China had been 
subjected to at the hands of 
the foreigners and the nega¬ 
tive effects of Western 
influence. 

The costume and demea¬ 
nour of the Bi)xers were as 
dramatic and inflammato¬ 
ry as their propaganda. 
Dressed in peasant clo¬ 
thing, girded with rt>d and 
yellow sashes and wearing 
a bright turban frequently 
stained with the blood of its 
owner, the Boxer warrior 
armed himself with a coni- 
bination of rusted flint¬ 
locks, spears, tridents and 
two-handed swords, and 
approached his victims 
with the high-pitched cry 
of "SfM.'S/m.'(Kill, Kill)". In 
the late Victorian imagina- 
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mfmsuoi 


71»'ftfork-by-tmUht' 


MMligum, GufmOuti, 
AmumTSikH^ 


mrking 

u>itfmfpftinU»0ttdsa 

havetotaorkumlermfer 


tion, the Boxer must have 
seemed the very incarna¬ 
tion of the Devil himself. 
For the Chinese peas¬ 


ants —from whom most of 
the Boxer warriors were 
drawn—the appeal of the 
Boxers lay not simply in 
their message and their 
costume. The most import¬ 
ant of their claims was the 
indestructibility of the 
Boxers themselves. 

Because of the righteous¬ 
ness of their cause. Boxers 
believed that they were 
invulnerable to rifle and 
cannon fire. This immunity 
was claimed to be the result 
of training (including ritual 
boxing). 

The movement grew in 
strength and moved west¬ 
wards attacking missiona¬ 
ries, Chinese Christians 
and people handling fore¬ 
ign goods. In 1900 they 
reached the gates of Beijing 
and besieged the foreign 
legations there for two 
months until they w'ere 
relieved by an internation¬ 
al force which occupied 
and looted the capital. The 
uprising was merciie.ss]y 
crushed. 


QUESTIONS 


D Whereis the Net^ Subhas Natk><' 
ml Institufe of S^rts? (Shub- 
hasinit Goswaxni, Jatpaiguri) 

2) Name the^ffer dog which beca¬ 
me a hero after the Botmay blast. 


<MkjhaelSh!^^ Dibrugarh) 

Which Te« cricketer became a 
gpvemctfc^ the BBC, MP in the Tri* 


Commisskmer in Britain? (Rajesh 
and KiriH Gupta, Randri 2) 

4) Name the nsh which can tie its 


body into a knot. (Nibmjan Bhow- 
mik,Tinsukia) 

5) What were 'Hope 88: For Better 
Tomorrow', 'Rea<^ 0^ and 'Life, 
90' in Bombay? (AJay AgarwaL 
B<Hnbay9) 

What is <^1 cake? {Pravudutta , = 
Mohanty, Balasore!^) 

7> What is a hot rodder? (Othdlo 
Mazoomdar, Cakutta 71}: 

^ What is fairy money? 

Kumar Singh, SingrauK 89} 

9) What kpolypkmy? (Md Farhan 
^aderi, Calcutta 16) 


IIBln American fooibtil what are 
the ^ Four Bowls and wlmn ate 
duty bwiltionalty pbq'ed hr? 
OPratoy Ketan Ghosh, Howrah 2) 


ANSWERS 


aBuWQ |Mog U 0 R 03 - 


Natlj|i Bu bhaa W attonaHnathute ol Sp ort s 



nv ■iM08«wwOI^|Moa«o«03- 
(fMaeM9ns^Mogaso)fam,m 
‘sauKMouGKxnp:, 
joatas oiM) uviR aimn U{amoa sQ»> 
oRBuma ipmaittf (g 

'aouK^^J»1pn|Aqpanalf jtiuamfg: 

:paacb pascai^ jtm pao^jdaa^ 
. ab pataifemKSRipeq aufsuaas^M^ 
t ' 'aampf6.imXi}epada'ic»v(6^ 

••MWOttlit* 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KALIF VAN 



HURRY cmJSanwomiirifirtiglM» for 
vmcti pa«i ihotM b« Man to «w aM? Qumo. 


WMATDOTY Wlurt‘»ora«nwidltptay«dlnatMMl70iv*up7 
A pidita-o. Who! cHy i> nanwd for aboM? Swnpafwitoo. vyffiat 
fiih drito holM? Tlw borarcuda. VVhal doM ovoiy Milo M ao in 
Siwitaodand? It Alps. 


HOCUS-FOCUS 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thaia an M laaM m Mlm- 
^ vvmv V* iROTRiy oMMi OBiHwn vp tno doupih pvntw. now 
pulwy osn you imo mpfir cnuoR onowum oovt vww ooiow. 

-_ • tomi a iRlouiwbaB' O iiiaR a iRaiaBMWMaiuawillPRdao 

»B R iRi a aita i i| i iB uwn tpii nd oinai|BarTJafiBiimaaiwt :aaBiiaiaiiio 



JURY MEMBERS' EYE-CUE TEST 
An indtvidua) v\ho had lost his 
left arm in an auto aicident was 
accused of robbing a bank At his 
trial it was reveak'd that the bank's 
cameras had failed, but a patron 
was able to snap the bandit's pictu¬ 
re reflected tn a mirror on an oppo¬ 
site wall (see above) 

With this photo in evidrace, the 
prosecution rested its case 
Ciiven the matter to dt^-lde on the 
basis of this evidence, |ury mem¬ 
bers voted 'Not guilty' Why was 
that^ 

Time limit 2 minutes 

itni uiiv jkjllu >•<' >vt> pYtf |K?4npt(i lipuwq 
.>l|( •.! |l •*\|| S>.Y^» U»14(MilUl K 4 lUIC, 


LINK-UPS! Each of the 
seven-letter words below 
begins and ends with a three- 
letter word, and is missing a 
letter at centre. You are asked 
to insert the six missing link¬ 
up letters. 

Some random examples: 
Three-letter words FAR and 
HER may be linked with a T 
to form FARTHER, AIR and 
HIP may be linked with an S 
to form AIRSHIP, etc. 

How quickly can you 
make the linkages in the 
diagram? 

»DvdvUP)| 9 V*Wif 3 S 
uifiiViK p [tYUn-) c dwuvj Z | 


1 WAS-OUT 
2PAR,NIP 

3 CUR-AIL 

4 SPA-TAN 
sEAR-ARK 
6 RAM-AGE 


FUNSPOT 



DRAdON ALONQIWiE M o w m» down—chBCfc out ttitobwRwRh 
ItodragoRMK CotoroMto: 1--Rid. S—U. Mim. >—VMtaw.4--iJL 
brawm. S--<3ny. •—OK Qiwa 7—OK taraiim. t-"!! fRiiito 


1 SPELLBINDER | 




SCORC to poinft fur utlng ull thu 




Nm complete words: 




DOMICILE 








THEN score I pelnit oacli tar all 




taund Bmeng Mw tattars. 




Try ta tcM« at taosi SB patata. 




•totUHi !RUIMAB |1 MOIRHka 
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ME LIGHT 


WISE HEAD ON YOUNG 


N o sport lays 
greater claim 
on grey matter 
than cricket. 

The Bengali upper middle 
class gentleman—the 
native who formed tlie 
stec'l frame of the British 
Kaj — imbibed his master’s 
passion for the game, but 
never could summon the 
energy to chase the red ball 
in the hot afternoons under 
the Calcutta sun. 

This possibly explains 
why Bengal has more first 
class crickel writers than it 
has first class cricketers. 

There were (and are) 
exceptions to this rule, of 
course: Raju Mukherji is 
one of them. 

Mukherji has bivn part 
of Bt'ngal's cricketing life 
for as long as one can 
remember. Talented Xave- 
rian, Ran|i Trophy bat¬ 
sman, state and zonal cap¬ 
tain and, after retirement, 
coach: there is practically 
no active role he has not 
played. 

The Test call never did 
come, whether because of 
formidable but fair rivalry 
or administrative and secta¬ 
rian scheming, but Raju 


SHOULDERS 

Rajtd Mukherji takes on the national 
tindet^-lG and unik‘r-19 cricketing 
ctvam. Ashok Malik profiles the 
coach and the man 


remained Bengal cricket's 
last gentleman, a throw¬ 
back to the days of amateu¬ 
rism, Cardus and cucum¬ 
ber sandwiches for lunch. 

Now, belated but all the 
same, national recognition 
has come. Bombay's 
Cricket Club of India 


al crc'am of under-16 anti 
undcr-l‘icricketers Per 
haps more than his skills 
with the bat or the length of 
the entry against his name 
in Wi>dcn what got Mukher¬ 
ji this coveted offer was the 
importance he attaches tc) 
the mental conditioning of 




FUMibDe 


CD- -once to India what 
MCC was to England — 
inally launched its 
promised nursery, the 
lonal Cricket Academy, 
l^ich has the blessings of 
jwie Board of Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI), 
and has chosc'n Vasu Paran- 
jpe and the 43-year-old 
Mukherji as coaches. 

Mukherji thus becomes 
the first from Bengal to be 
invited to coach the nation- 


young sportsmen. 

In a country w'hich is 
only just waking up to 
sports psychology, Raju 
Mukherji mu.st lie among 
the few to have acquired a 
diploma in the subject from 
the National Cricket Associ¬ 
ation, England. 

Mukherji does not attri¬ 
bute his wisdom or success 
to him.self alone. He cites 
three wise men as having 
redefintxi his cricketing 


life-- • his brother and for¬ 
mer Ranji opener Deb Muk- 
herjee, CAB chieftain Jag- 
mohan Dalmiya, and jayan- 
ta Chatterjee, a generous 
friend. 

Mukherji's attitude to 
cricket is summed up in his 
description of it as a "cere¬ 
bral game". It is no surprise 
that modern cricket's most 
celebrateii piece of ^•rudI~ 
turn. Mike Brearley, is a 
good fric'nd of this thinking 
man's cricketer 

Mukherji's is no gri*(*n- 
hiirn as a coach Kailash 
(iattani's Star Cricket Club 
sent its under-Pi team to 
England under his tutelage 
in 1‘W2. Besides .sharpen¬ 
ing raw skills within the 
city, Mukherji has guided 
the fortunes of Ifengal's 
under-lb te.im. 

This brings one to the 
obvious question w'hyis 
Bengal's cricket in the 
doldrums? Mukheni is 
cjuite clear as to what has 
caused the affliction — he 
blames the game's inability 
to secure a non- 
metropolitan base tor itself 
and the authorities' refustil 
to blocxl voung talent. 

Bengal cricket must not 
seek its fortunes in Calcutta 
cilone, feels Mukheqi. "As 
academic pressure and 
alternative avenues of 
entertainment isolate the 
city child from the playing 
fields, the game must go to 
the districts " It is cricket, 
and not television, which 
has addicted young boys of 
the districts who have the 
"appetite for the game" 

Yet Mukherji has hopes 
for the state. "Bengal’s 
sport was football oriented 
till the Prudential Cup vic¬ 
tory of 1983, he says. 
Things have changed since 
then, the bespectacled for¬ 
mer Bengal captain adds, 
and the results will show 
on the pitch siKin. ■ 






V I I) h () s 


Amcnrati Heart: A heart¬ 
warming film alwut the 



yoH havB haanl 
RbafpraM 

flUiif IMi tucoti L 

Now M’s M tain. 
BanyCIbb, 


aelmliiasi of disco 
waqriMwkiiitlniiiid- 
SevenUet. Their unique sound 
remains unique, no one has 
managed to match it as yeL 
And so, their 
songs stiH retain 
that oM flavour. 
This album has 
two of their 
mega hits 
YousimMbe 
dancfqg; wtdeh 
leaNy mahesyou 
feel fike you 


loves, lives ami attitudes of 
strts't kids in Seattle left 
Bridges stars as an ex- 
eonvief who, logether with 
his I4-year-old s(in 
(F.dward I'urhmgi, tries to 
make a life tor himsi*ll on 
the mean stiivts of theeitv 
in the Pacific coast of Ameri¬ 
ca This IS not a film that 
mouths off platitudi-s 
about street kids, instead, it 
celebrates thetr instincts for 
survival and their still- 
alive love of life. A film 
with spirit and not just ano¬ 
ther teenage romp, Ameri¬ 
can Heart is a wonderful 
experience. 


Qh MUSIC 

CMkwttaftkeWoHarW* 
noatalgia thna al ovur again 
acthoBaeGoo* 
are bach wNha 
bang. This is not 
oneafthnirnew 


LonsotvfiL 
The rest of 
the tracks are pure Bee 
Gees and therefore good fun. 
An MIL product; its 48. 

On riirouyb the Nt^ht. This 
IS Def l,cppard's debut 



y 


mo Of DfimBfvf 
crowned them- 


album and it shotvs 

how the band 
got to become 
so popular. 

Def Leppard is 
a band from 
Sheffield, 
England's 
steel city, 
which is proba¬ 
bly why their 
heavy metal is 
so sharp and 
cutting. We've 
all heal'd 


their later albums, 
Pi/romania and Hysteria, 
which are superb, but then 
so is this, their first. Check 
out Hello America, Sorrow is 
a mmian and IWieii the avails 
came tumblinjf down on side 
1; and Wasted, It don't mat¬ 
ter, .Answer to the master and 
Chi’rlure on sidt' 2. It's good 
stuff, exactly as heavy 
metal should be. An MIL 
product; Rs 48. 


I [ I F. V 1 S I O N 

The Trm/^ r 
Show; If you're 
interested in tn- 
vel, then watch 
this show on 
Satellite Televi¬ 
sion’s BBC chan¬ 
nel. It teHs you 
aHyou'RM^to 
imm about inte¬ 
resting places in 
thevNKtdto 
visll,Hpto,amlmGhi- 
dfaig, the woather, so that 
yott’N know exactly what to 
tako should you evor tahe a 
trip to om of those places. The 
hihwmalioa fe straightfdrward 
and comprehensive, and tails 
of al you could exp^ and nut 
axpacttbhappanhiinlarnatio- 
nal resorts and exotic places 
around the globe. On Wednes¬ 
days at 8.55 pm. 


and Rs 5,250for 
an AC room at 
The T4 Holiday 
VWi«e;Rs 
6,100atTbe 
FoftAguada 
Beach Resort 
and Rs 7,750 at 
The Aguada Her¬ 
mitage. The 
package is for two aduRs for 
three nigbts and includes the 
room, oH three meals, airport 
transfers and all taxes that are 
currently applicable. The offer 
is only open tW the end of this 
month, so hnny up and can 
The Tai Bengal. 
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H () L I D A Y .S 


Aihi, nh^ here fostqy/;Good 
news for aR yon puopia out 
there who’d Hke to taha a trip 
to Goa. The Tqi Group of 
Hotels hollerin g a Goa IWon- 
soon HoRdav. which Mm can 

^on^nunn vs^no sp^nno 

takaateHherThaT^HoB- 
dayVRtacotlhaABuafcHarmi- 
ta^ nr Tha Fort Agnaia 


Ho 3,BBB for a w e n AC roam 


T A S I I N <; s 


Weisluakes This is just the 
right kind of wcdther for a 
super high tea. Try making 
these Welsh cakes, with 8 
oz st‘lf-raising flour a 
pinch of sail, 4 o/ butter, 2 
07 castor sugar, 2 oz cur¬ 
rants, I beaten egg and 2 
tablespxxins milk. Mix the 
flour and salt together and 
rub in the butter until the 
mixture looks like bread¬ 
crumbs. Add the sugar and 
currants and then mix to a 
stiff dough with the egg 
and milk. Knead the 
dough, roll It till it's about 
1 /2 in. thick, then cut it into 
2-in. rounds Cook on a 
griddle for 2-3 minutes, 
each side. Serve warm, top¬ 
ped with butler. 
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Daawat: An 
Invitation to 
Indian 
Cookm^, 
our ftKxi 
programmt'- 
ft)r 

Doordarsha 
n, provided an opportunity 
to celebrate the glorious 
diversity of our culinary 
styles. Chefs from different 
generations and different 
regions, trained in different 
places and working for dif- 
iereni hotel chains were 
united in their endeavour 
to strive for the greater 
glory of their nation's cuisi 
ne ChefCS Kamnathwas 
transported from the Wel- 
comgroup Windsor 
Manor, m Bangalore, fora 
taste of Southern cewking. 

The recipes 

Chenaikandae 

MASALA 

BARTHATHll 


INtiRHl )IHNTS 
1 kg / 2 1 /4 lb Yam 

The marination: 

1 ,‘i ml / 1 / 2 o/. I amarind 
pulp 

7.!^ g / 1 1 /4 tsp. Clarlic 
paste (strained) 

7 s g / I 1 /4 tsp Ginger 
paste (strained) 

3 g / 1 tsp. Coriander 
powder 

.3 g / 1 tsp. Red chilli 

powder 

Salt 

Cooking oil to shalk'w trv 
Yarn 

The masala: 

60 g / 2 0 / Onions 

4 Gre^jn ciullies 

1 ? g / 1 1 / 2 in piece Ginger 
10 flake's Garlic 


4 g / I tsp. Black pepper 
cirrns 

3 g / 1 tsp. Poppy seeds 
2 g / 1 tsp Cumin sec-ds 
2.25 g /1 /2 tsp. I'enugrt*ek 
seeds 

2 sticks Cinnamon (I -m,) 

'2 Green cardamom 
2 Clove'S 

0 75 g / 1 tsp. T urmeric 
powder 

The gravy: 

25 g / 2 tbs. / fc’si _g)/c(’ 
(clarified butter) 

120g / I cup Onions 
125g / 2/3 cups'fomaUH.‘s 
Salt 

75 g / 1 1 / 2 cups Coriander 
12.5 g / 1 tbs. Butter 

The accompaniments: 

2 BeetriKil (medium) 

2 Carrots (medium) 

3/4 Coconut (mL*dium) 

15 ml/ 1 tbs. Cixikingoil 
12.5g / 1 tbs Buttei 
Salt 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1 hour 
Cooking time: 45 minutes 

rKHPARATlON 

The yam: Peel, wash, cut 
into 1 /2 in. thick slice's and 
then obtain 1(> roundels. 

The marination: Put all 
the ingredients in a bowl, 
mix well, evenly smear this 
mixture on the the yam 
roundels and rc*serve for 10 
minutes 

Put water in a steamer 
and steam the roundels 
until al iknlr. Remove and 
keep aside 

Heat oil in a trying pan 
add the steamc'd roundels 
and shallow frv over niedi 
um heat, turning once, 
until light golden. Remove 
to absorbent paper to dr.iin 
the excess fat. 

The masala; Peel, wash 
and roughly chop onions 
Remove stems, wash, slit, 


dc'seed and roughly chop 
green chillies. Scrafv, wash 
and roughly chop ginger. 
Pf'el and roughly chop 
garlic. 

f’ut these ingn*dients in a 
blender, add pepper, 
poppy seeds, cumin, 
fenugreek seeds, cinna¬ 
mon, green cardamom, 
cloves and 60 ml / 1 /4 cup 
of water, make a smooth 
paste, remove, add turme¬ 
ric, mix well and keep aside 

The gravy: Pcfl, wash 
and roughly chop onions 
Remow eves, wash and 
roughly chop tomatoes 
Clean, washaiuf roughlv 
chop coriander Putina 
bU-nder, adil 30 ml / 2 tbs 
ot water and make a 
snuxith paste (add a little 
more watei it nc'c'c'ssary' 
Remove and keep aside 
The accompaniments: Boil 
iH'etrool, drain, copl, pcfl 
and cut into fine juliennc's 


Chenaikandae Masala Barthathu 








Blanch acrrols in salted boil¬ 
ing water Inr 10-12 
nnnules., dram, refresh in 
u i'd water, dram, obtain S 
(V.ri' iennes and ktvp aside 
kemoN't* the brown skin, 
wash and obtain 8 parisien- 
lies trom the coconut 

t \K ■'KING 

Meat </(•'./ y/(( (' (clai it led 
butter) in a luitnl! /pan, add 
onions, saute over medium 
heal imlil j'oldiMi, add the 
masala, Niiiiino/si\r-tr\ 
until the tat leaves the 
sides, aild tomatoes and 
salt, W/iui)ie/stir-tr\' until 
the t.it leaves the sides, add 
-IHUiiii ^2i,iipsot uati'r, 
bnn ;4 to a boil, reduce to 
Icnv he,It and simmer until 
rediiied bv hall Then add 
lhecori,indet [laste, .-.lir, 
,tdil butliT, stir until ,i she 
en appears on thesiirlaie 
'apptox 2 1 minutes) 
Kenun eand pass the i',r.t\ v 
lhii>U);h a line mc*sh s(>up 
strainei leti'.i saucepan 
Ad|ust the M'asoiiiiij; 

lo prepaie the iccomjsa- 
nimenis, luvit. nl m a Irving 
pan, ad, I miishird seeds, 
stir oviT inednini heat until 
thi’v begin t(' I rai kle, aikl 
beetroot, ini.re,ise to high 
heat and toss tor 30 
seconds Remove, sprinkle 



Coondapur Koli Thalna 
salt and stir 

Heat butter m a 'rving 
pan, add carrot parisien- 
nes, sprinkle salt, toss oi cr 
medium heat loi .3t) 

seconds 

rO'^LRX'l 

Make a bi'd ot thi> sauce 
trvim the ('o'clock to the 10 
oh lock positions Anange 
•1 \ .mi roundt'Is oveilap¬ 
ping, on top I’l.u e a mould 
of mustard sei-d and currv 
leal tempered lemon rue at 
the 4 o'clock position 
Make a nest ot the beetroot 
at the I o'clock position and 
place 2 parisionnes each ol 
carrots and ciK'onut 
alternating, 

Coondapur KOLI 

THALNA 


INtiRhHIRNTb 

4 t'hicken legs 

30 ml / 2 tbs. Lemon |iiii i 
SOg / 1 /4 cup /’’csi 
tclarified butte;) 

I20g / 1 cup( )mon,s 

5 flakes (iarlic 
1 /2t'oconut 

360 ml / 1 1/2 cups 
C ix'onul milk (first extract) 
hOml / 1/4cijpCiK'onul 
milk (second extract) 

The coondapur masala: 

12,‘i g / 1 /4 lb Red chillies 
60 g / 2 oz Coriander seeds 
10g/21/2tsp Black 
peppercorns 
3,7.Sg/l 1/2 tsp. 
Fenugreek seeds 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1 hour 
Cooking time: 43 minutes 

PRbPAR.MlON 
The chicken: Clean 
remove the thigh and 
drumstick bones, leaving 
an null ot tlie latter intact, 
wash and pat drv 
The coondapur masala: 
Individuallv broil red chil¬ 
lies and coriander stvds on 
,1 tijwn /griddle over very 
low heat until e.ich emits its 
unuiiie aroma Broil black 
peppercorns until they 
begin to puli up Broil 
lenugrwk sec'cis until thev 
begin to change colour. I3o 
not pi-el lliegarlic 

Pul all these mgrociients 
into a mortar and pound 
with a fvstle to obtain a 
coai'se powder. Remove, 
add turmeric, mix well and 
pn'serv'f in a sterilised and 
air-tight containi^r Shelf 
life: 6 months. 

The marination: Mix g 
or 1 tbs ofccRindapur 
masala with lemon juice 
and salt, rub the chicken 
k'gs with this maiinade 
and reserve tor .30 minutes. 

The coconut paste: 
Remove the brown skin, 
wash and grate ccx omit, 
remove to a blender, add .30 
ml / 2 tbs of water, make a 
smcioth paste, remove and 
keep aside. 

TTie onions: Pttel, wash 
and finely chtip. 

The garlic: Peel and fine- 


1 Je.il half thedi’si y'/ici 
(dantic'd butter) in a tr) i'''’ 
li.m, arrange the marinatc'd 
chicken legs in it, cover and 
braise over very low heat, 
turning at regular inter¬ 
vals, fc'r 20 minutes 
Rt-moveand ki'ep aside 
Reserve the drippings 

T o prc'pare the gra vv, 
heat tile remaining i/isi y/ici 
(cl.irific'd butter), add 
c'nu'ns and garlic, saute 
ovt'r medium ht'al until the 
oniou'- are translucent and 
glossy, add IS g / 2 tbs of 
coondapur masala, stir lor 
30 seconds. Then .idd the 
coconut paste, the second 
extract ot coconut milk and 
the reserved drippings 
bring to a boil, reciuce to 
low heat, cover and sim¬ 
mer until reduced bv halt. 
Now add the first extract ol 
cix'omil milk, bring to a 
boil, reduce to low heal and 
simmer until of sauce- con¬ 
sistency. Add salt and stir. 
Remove, pass through a 
tme mc*sh st'up strainer 
into a sauoc'boal, adjust the 
seasoning and ki'cp aside 

Tc) SHR VH 

Arrange a chicken leg on 
each of 4 individual plates, 
napp' with cxjual cjuantil- 
les ot the gravy and serve 
with accompaniments ot 
your choice. 

NOTE All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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S ANGEETA VERMA BEDI is the perfect Indian newscaster: distractingly beautiful, feather-soft warm 
voice enveloping impersonal cold words, super-sheen diction, a smile that makes Mona Lisa's look like no 
mystery at all. Also married to a neu^caster (Preet K.S. Bedi), she is "into education, music, reading, the 
outdoors, what not, but very lazy otherwise". After herM. Com. and M. Phil, (in marketing) from Delhi 
University, she had a seven-year stint as commerce and maths lecturer in Jesus and Mary College, and 
simultaneously urns newsreading on TV and AIR. She admits to being "a very private person, who gets bor¬ 
ed too.soon" bi4t "does nothing more sensational than that". 


W hat is your idea of perfect 
happiness? 

Live and let live. 

What is your greatest fear? 

The fear of being taken for gra nted 
(by those wht> matter). 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

My mother. 

What do you dislike most in others? 
HypiKTisy. 


What do you dislike 
most in yourself? 

Inability to 
persevere. 

What is your most 
precious-possession? 

My marriage, and 
mv (reedom. 

What objects do you 
always carry? 

Mvhead— above 


What objects do 
you always cany? 

My head — 
above my heart 






my heart. , 

What makes you 
most depressed? 

Little children 
begging in the strtH’ts. 
What do you most 
dislike on your i 

appearance? 

The undesirable | 

one and a half inc lies i 

at my waist. ; 

What is your favourite word? 

MvCiod! 

What is your favourite journey ? 

Into VC ide, ojien, lush and green ■ 

spaces. 

What is your favourite dream? 

There are too man v of them, t an't , 

single out one 
What is your nightmare? 

Getting >tuek in a lift, alone 
What or who is the greatest love ot ] 
your life? | 

My independence. j 

What is your source of sustenance? 

My unflinching faith in God. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

When doing otherwise would hurt 
beyond repair. 

What is your greatest regret? 

When 1 turned a deaf ear to 
opportunity that kmK’ked on my door. 
What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When 1 realised I was in love and 
was loved, t(X). 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

Sentimental songs of the Fifties. 

How do you relax? 

By sleeping; going for a long walk; 
listening to music. 

What do you envy most in others? 

1 envy the non-thinking individual 
for whom ignorance is bliss. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

As a person who gave her best to the 
world. 

How would you like to die? 

Before Tm too old, quietly in my 
sleep. 








CREATING WORLD-CLASS 
STEEL RADIAL TYRES IS 
OUR BUSINESS. 



THAT’S YTHY MARUTI 
CHOSE ONLY JK 
FOR THEIR 
WORLD-CLASS 
ZEN. 









PAN PARAG^ 

PAN MASALA AND GUTKHA 
World's largost soiling Pan Masala AGutkha 


CNCWNG Of PW MASALA MAY Bl MJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
STATUTMT WAHHWG CHEWING TOBACCO IS INJURIOOS TO HEALTH 
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The Telegraph 




jS^iUimrds 


■ myilidyoufniblishii 
cover story on a Bwi 


While voicing his sup* 
port for child Rurrriage 
and no education or hW* 
dom for girls, Lalit Bagla 
has exposed his own ext* 
ent of education and 
moral standards. 

I>oes he think that liv* 
ing in a palatial house and 
dealing in foreign cars 
will make him a man of 
repute? 

Tuhin Haider, 

Ranchi 

■ 1 think Ba^a simply 
does not understand the 
value of education. It is 
not just a necessary 
means of livelihood, but 
helps create awareness 
and the power of 
reasoning. 

Education is a must for 
men and women alike. 
Franothi Das, 

Jamshedpur 

■ Bagla has been bom a 
hundred years too late, or 
dse how could he nurture 
sudh outdated opinioxtt 
about formal education?; 
It te la<^ of education in 
fact widchmakes him . 


00 



Rajiv lOtmaR fodian 9 oa^ 

measurehappinessand terms of money, 

satisfaction in life in Srijmetto^ 

Calcutta 



■ It would have been 
better if Bagla, instead 
of sitting on a mountain 
of money, sat on an ant¬ 
hill of knowledge! 
Samuamov Sen Gupta, 
Calcutta 
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• Lalit Bf^la may be a 
shrewd businesnnan, but 
he does h(H seem to hoki 
very sound views about 
otfai» spho-es of life> 

Since he is sparingly 
educated it is no wondn* 
that he has not h»rd 


atfoittfocindiannianla- 
geoode«idier,a«i 


j.- Al'j ♦ r- ' t n X*,'' 


15.. 

Withhar medical 
! di^eea^i^coi^have 

done wiate service fo ^ 
notion. But drat, el cour¬ 
se, is anhnportant to 
. 'Bagla. 

OMIf&aSata, 

Odcutta 

• Deiding in foreign cars 
doesnotmakeBa^e^* 
ble fcH-a covH* stc^. He 
mi|^t be the foyouilte of 
th^atas, theBklae and 
the Anfoanis,buttomo$t 
of foe readers of your 
Magazine Bagla is a 
ned^y. 

JavedNi^at, 

■ Reading his gibberish, 
our Sunday turned sour. 
Amrita Bhaumik, 

Calcutta 

Goal! 

■ Raftv Kumar, foe 
ever alert and agile Indi¬ 
an goalkeeper, who start¬ 
ed nis international car¬ 
eer by concedfog an 
unpiecdented seven 
goals in his debut tnatdr 
against South Korea, 
certainly deserveda toot 
{•The TtAegraph Toots', 
July 4), 

tSeml SarllMr, 

Cmcutfa 





BANDRA ST ATION, one ot the best positioned 
local train stops in Bombay, is now undergoing a 
novel experiment; it has bwn leased out to a sin¬ 
gle advertiser who will, in turn, maintain and 
beautify it. And other stations are to follow suit. 
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I NEW DELHI is dependent on its line' buses; red, * rE,n,* 

I green, white and now, blue. But the Redline in Cover: Redline by 

i particular makes it see red. Rajesh Kumar 
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Vic unmatched local train system of Bombay recently I 
earned another salaam. Bandra station teas dn^ssed ^ 
up and leased to a single adeertiser in a noeel I 
cxfKmment, sa)s SutapaMukhetjee J 

- I 

IT IS Tl IE ULTIMATE PARAMETER IN Tl IE CIIT. REAL ESTATE IN { 
the vicinity of a railway station attracts a hefty premium and i 
other sites are ticked by the distance from a railway station. * 
The city is divided along the routes of the Central and | 
Western Railways and the railw'ay stations have become the ;; 
most important landmarks in all city maps. | 

It is also the final word on whether the city is alive or not. ^ 
No party can call itsbandh successful, in Bombay special- ' 
ly, unless it has disrupted the city's suburban rail system. An , 
unofficial holiday is declared if the tracks are flooded due to s; 
the rains. A bomb scare anywhere in the city results in the ^ 
beefing up of railway security by the Government Railway 
Police (GRP) and repeated w'arnings arc aired on the public ^ 
announcement system. | 

Everyday, a population of over five million passengers 
commutes by Bombay's local trains from the suburbs to the * 
city and back at the end of the day, making the suburban rail¬ 
way system the throbbing lifeline of the bustling megapolis. 

The two suburban services, Western and Central, have : 
laid a massive network throughout the island city, home to , 
over 12 million people, making the trains the most conveni- \ 
ent and cheapest transport available to the Bombayitc. 

One of the advantages of travelling by the railw’ays is the 
cheap fare. For instance, a person travelling everyday from j 
Virar to Churchgate (60 kms) and back, and holding a * 
quarterly pass has to pay a meagre 2.6 paisc for each km that ! 
he travels. Compare this with Rs 5 per km if he takes a cab. 












The 59.82 km long Western Railway 
system extends from Churchgate to 
Virar, spanning 28 stations. Sixty-one 
trains of nine coaches each are pressed 
into service almost 24 hours daily— 
from 3.30 in the wee hours of the morn¬ 
ing for factory-bound workers to 2.00 
am for workers returning from night 
shift, carrying 2.6 million passengers 
up and down throughout the day. 

The trains halt at each station for 1.5 
to 20 seconds only and the frequency 
varies bet ween five to 10 minutes. Dur¬ 
ing rush hours, there is a train entering 
the platform every three minutes. 

The number of local central line .ser¬ 
vices has increased steadily over the 
years; 702 kx'al train central services in 
1970,913 in 1985,1,023 in 1990 and 
1,080 this year. 

The Western Railway started a l.ad 
ies Special on May 5 last year for the 
convenience of the working women 
population. The two trains are timed 
at 18.13 and 19 19 hours and 8.1(i and 
9.22 hours, to lighten the nish hour 
load for the benefit ot women 
commuters. 

This year, sp>ecial serviivs for the 
handicapjK-d commenced from |anu- 
ary 26,19U3 with a compartment of a 
smaller si/.e reserved for physically 
handicapjx'd passengers. Thesi' tacilit- 
les are now available to passengers iin 
the mainline routes. 

T he railways is the chief distribut¬ 
ing channel for city eveningers 
Bombay has a rivord 1.3 newspapers 
out on the stands bv noon, most of 



eflective use of the 
stutiuu as a successful 


niarketins vta;^c has 
pi'ouitpted the \Vttstc*ra 
and ( entrai Railway 
authurifies to invite 
tenders for other stiitioiis 
tike Dadar, Borivli, 
Andheri and Khar on the 
Western line and Thane, 
Kalyan, l^navala on Uie 
Central line 


them tabloids which are mobilised 
through the local trains to reach the 
newsstands and most of these tabloids 
carry popular columns for commuters 
to relate their dissatisfaction and sug¬ 
gestions regarding railway services. 

The rail link between Vashi and 
Mankhurd through a two-km bridge 
over the Thane creek has extended the 
suburban system to New Bombay. A 
century back, a little over 2.2 million 
passengers used to travel on the Cen¬ 
tral suburban line annually. Tixlay, 

2.6 million passengers commute on 
the line avryday. 

Though a less puilluted and cheaper 
mode of transport, commuting by rail 
is a prominent form ot urban misery. 
The overcrowded trains have been res¬ 
ponsible for a major percentage ot d is- 
eases ranging from sjxindylitis to high 
bliKKl pressure, tivcry morning, dur¬ 
ing rush hour the entire length of the 
local stations is crammed with a cross- 
section ot Bombayitc’s. 

A bird's eye view from the railway 
overbridge shows a pattern in the sea 
of [.xtiple An upmarket crowd consist¬ 
ing mostly of meticulouslv dressed 
women notify that area of the plat¬ 
form where the first cla.ss Indies' cabin 
ot the train will come to a hall. 

And beside them stand a bigger 
crowd, a more lithe and aggressive lot 
l,adies weanng starchi'd sans with 

entwined in their well-oiled hair 
and scluKil-going girls carrying khaki 
satchels vie with one another to jump 
into the stvond class ladies' cabin for 
the elusive fourth seat in the three- 
seater bimches 

The luggage compartments at the 
Ix'ginning and end ol the trams are 
dominated by iiiairhtuidi^ (fishc'rwci- 
men) carrying baskets during the mor¬ 
ning hours and m the aftornixm by 
liahiiuit’alas (lunchbox. carriers). 

The lunch liMiu system is a city laiid- 
nrark, v'here a network of these' 
dabhuwalas despatch a chain of tiffin 
carriers lo people w'orking in their offi¬ 
ces in A'arious parts of the city 

The crowds travelling in the Central 
line and thi' Western line have their 
own spcH.'iaI charaeteristics. The C\'n- 
tral or mam line runs thremgh the 
industrial belt of the city. Most of the 
pa.ssengers <ire workers and traders in 
the wholesale mai kets, the diKks and 
the scrap iron and metal markets 
While the Western line runs along the 
sea and then through fairly residential 
areas of the city and is availed of most¬ 
ly by students and white collar 
officegoers. 

The suburban trains are lucrative 
ground tor hawkers—hawking eve¬ 


rything from fruits and vegetables to 
ceramic toys, from bindis and bangles 
to taxi and rickshaw tariff cards to 
nighties. 

The women's compartments are pri¬ 
mary targets for the hardselling ped¬ 
dler and are also a happy hunting 
ground for eunuchs and beggars. 

L ate last year, the Western Railway 
authorities floated tenders for 
their first experiment in commercial 
advertising in the suburban train servi¬ 
ces. After a hesitant respionse, Bandra 
railw’ay .station was leased to a private 
agency for maintenance and beautifi¬ 
cation and in return if was award¬ 
ed e\clu.sive advertising rights to the 
station. 



Rajesh Agarwal of Creative Product 
Marketing Service's (CPMS), the agen¬ 
cy in charge of Bandra station, says, "It 
took us four years to gel this proposal 
pa.ssed by the railways and in Septem¬ 
ber, 1992 we launched the pilot project 
at Bandra station. The railways were 
planning the centenary celebrations of 
the station and the tenders were float¬ 
ed on the occasion." 









Adds Mulcul Marwah, CPRO, 
Weston RaUway, 'The cleaning ope¬ 
rations were excluded in the contract 
because of objections raised by the 
Safai Karmachari unions of the 
railways." 

The basic tender price was quoted at 
Rs 14 lakh. In two months, CPMS 
spent two lakhs on painting and reno¬ 
vating the century-old station. 

According to the three-year con¬ 
tract, the agency has to pay Western 
Railways Rs 2.87 lakh in the first year 
with an escalation clause of 10 per cent 
per year. According to Marwah, 
"There are few basic conditions. The 
hoardings or publicity material 
.should not be operationally obstruc¬ 


tive and h)p priority should bo given 
to the safety of passengers. Basically, 
we have replaced the 30-odd contrac¬ 
tors with only one contractor, CPMS." 

Earlier, the station premises were 
commercially made available to multi¬ 
ple clients with rights to various prime 
sites booked by their advertising agen¬ 
cies. Now it is up to one agency to deci¬ 
de whether they would want to spon¬ 


sor one or two clients. Agarwal modifi¬ 
ed this strategy by leasing the station 
to only one client to ensure 100 per 
cent c5tS (opportunity to see). 

The station was thoroughly cleaned 
and painted by CPMS. New chairs 
were installed, the lighting arrange¬ 
ment was improved with the addition 
of more lanterns which arc also used 
for advertising purposes. Equipped 
with new chairs, including modified 
chairs to suit shoeshine boys and fresh¬ 
ly painted food and paper stalls, the 
new look station d(K*s justice to the 
(Jueen of the Suburbs. As in all sta¬ 
tions, there is free service to cater drin¬ 
king water to the public. 

The station was tlien leased to a cli¬ 
ent for a month or two, or even 15 


days, as per the wishes of the client. 
"We removed the old showcases and 
hoardings and placed the banners and 
billboards of our client strategically so 
that not only will the people standing 
on the railway platforms observe the 
ad V ertisements, but even the few thou- 
.sands who are standing on the foot 
boards of the trains," says Agarwal. 

Since the ads of only one particular 



a li^Kant respemse, 
Bandra railway station 


was leased to a private 
agmey for maintenance 
a^ beautification and in 
return it was awarded 
exclusive advertising 
rights to the statical 

client are displayed throughout the 
station, a 100 per cent OTS is guarante¬ 
ed which is not possible even through 
a full-page ad in a newspaper with 
maximum circulation or a billboard 
placed over a busy junction. 

There is no guarantee that all those 
w'ho read that newspaper will flick 
through that particular page, but with 
Bandra station you cannot miss it 
because the whole station is an 
advertisement." 

The effective use of the station as a 
successful marketing stage has promp¬ 
ted the Western and Central Railway 
authorities to invite tenders for other 
stations like Dadar, Borivli, Andheri 
and Khar on the Wt'slem line and 
Thane, Kalyan, Lonavala on the Cen¬ 
tral line. 

"But not Victoria Terminus," says 
Arvind Dhemrc, C entral Railways 
CPRO. "VT IS a heritage building and 
the prestige of our ciW. We would not 
like to pass it into the hands of any 
agent, rather, we would like to decora¬ 
te It ourselves” he says. But recently 
the much photographed pseudo- 
Gothic building has been illuminated 
by the Tata group. 

Though the paan (beetle leafi stains 
have already returned, the litter has 
collected around dustbins and the cob¬ 
webs have made a reappearance, 
Bandra .station still stands apart from 
other local stations. 

The bright orange and greim facade 
of Bandra station, the decorative lan¬ 
terns, the eaves of the tiled roofs sculp¬ 
ted in wrought iron and the colourful 
hoardings and stalls on the platform 
arc a blend of antiquity with the 
modem. ■ 
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At first glance, the many ‘Line’buses in New Delhi give a pretty good picture of the 
transport system. ’But, between the lines, there is nothing but 
a fatal attraction, says Pmbhajagannathan 


I n 1988, when the Capital's 
government-run him, the Delhi 
Transport Corporation (DTC), 
decided to let its hair down and 
open the doors wide for a phalanx of 
multi-hued, plastic-padd^, piped 
music-lined private buses, the harried 
passenger of the megalapolis heaved a 
sigh of relief. 

It was a momentous decision, one 
whose total implication would only 
sink in much later. 

Last year, the move to introduce pri¬ 
vatisation in public transport culmina¬ 
ted in the Capital's streets being swam¬ 
ped with hundreds of 'Line' buses— 
Redline, Greenline, Whiteline and 
Blueline. 

But, after a short span of eight 
months, the honeymoon was over. 

The 2,300 Redline buses, or killer- 
machines as they are called, have 
already taken a toll of 69 lives. The 
dream has naturally curdled. Sudden¬ 
ly, even the DTC's average of six lives 
monthly has begun to seem like 
pat-a-cake. 

Says one journalist, who has been 
busing it to work every day of the last 
15 years: "When they first came, I was 
thrilled at the sudden options. It was 
like a starved kid being let loose in a 
candy store. But now, Tve realised 
that in every crisis, I can only rely on 
the DTC." 

Like accompanying his old mother 
to the dentist on a weekend. Or dash¬ 
ing across town for an interview dur¬ 
ing the lunch-hour. "Delhi is no more 
just for habulog, sluggish on holidays 
and lunch-hours. But since they aren't 
lucrative, private buses ignore service 
at such times. 

'Ten years ago, you couldn't get to 
suburbs like Sarita Vihar easily. 
Today, because the private buses ply 
only on commercial routes, the situa¬ 
tion is the very same. DTC may be slug¬ 
gish on holidays and lunch-hours, but 
it's at least there. Are these buses 
meant for public transport, or are they 
merely profit machines?" 

Nineteen eighty-eight was just the 
beginning. Gradually, the green- 
and-yellow DTC behemoths, once the 
symtols of brute monopoly power, 
became mere country cousins to the 
flashy Redlines, Greenline, Whitelines 
and Bluelines. 

Introduced in September 1992, the 


private buses completely swept the 
traditional DTC passengers off the 
roads. More important, however, for 
the first time, the operators found that 
they were no longer under the thumb 
of the DTC where licensing, routes, 
rates and conditions of operation were 
concerned. They began obtaining 
their licenses straight from the State 
Transport Authority (STA) instead of 
the DTC. 

In many ways, this was literally the 
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^tidhir TaUang 



No, this is not the route number 
— but the number of its vte- 
Ums! 


I 

I 

<A 


official sanction for the Private Liner 
Raj. In fact, ever since the DTC had 
mooted the concqjt of private oper=»- 
tors within its set-up in the Sixties, the 
two had been at loggerheads perenni¬ 
ally. With each new controversy, the 
commuter's troubles snowballed. 

As in most other cases, the entry of 
the 'Line' buses brought with it an 
army of wheeler-dealers and middle¬ 
men. Underlines a senior DTC official, 
'Trivate operators have always had 
the backup of the political lobby to 
protect their interests." 

The decision to cut the state-owned 
DTC authorities out of the picture was 
I a currency-crackling one and the STA 


was flooded with applications imme¬ 
diately. Some operators put in as 
many as five applications. But the cir¬ 
cumstances thikt threw up the signific¬ 
ant decision of institutionalising priva¬ 
te operators in a realm of traditional 
state monopoly were nowhere near 
enviable. 

With the DTC's army of striking 
drivers and conductors and a fleet of 
4,500 buses in the doghouse that 
asphyxiating summer of 1988, the tran¬ 
sport minister, Jagdish Tytler, was for¬ 
ced to implement the Essential Servi¬ 
ces Maintenance Act (ESMA). The 
drivers dug their heels in, bullishly 
demanding the impiementatio-t of the 
Fourth Pay Commission report. 

Tytler's decision to partially privati¬ 
se immediately invited widespread 
criticism from all sides. Those who 
were immediately affected were the 
Capital's over 50 lakh commuters, 
especially students. A substantial 
number of these were season pass- 
holders who stoutly opposed the esta¬ 
blishment's deliberate and calculated 
blurring of the distinction between 
public and private transport. 

'The minister's was a decision that 
smacked of a fool rushing in where 
angels fear to tread," stresses one DTC 
official who consistently opposed the 
idea of privatising. With each passing 
month, the private bus operators' 
mafiagot better entrenched. And the 
more money the operators made, the 
worse conditions their employees wor¬ 
ked under, not to speak of the 
passengers. 

T ake a look at some terms: Each 
DTC bus has two drivers working 
on two shifts of eight and a half hours 
each, includ ing a lunch-break. The ave¬ 
rage DTC employee may earn only 
around Rs 80 daily, but his work condi¬ 
tions include a free uniform, breaks 
afterevery four hours of continued dri¬ 
ving, provident fund, a pension and a 
medical allowance of Rs 1,200. 

'The colo^l inft’astructure of the 
DTC includes fullfledged workshops 
and a subsidised canteen. The 
employees belong lo one of the three 
major trade unions constantly protect¬ 
ing their rights. Prior to his hitting the 
roads, the D'TC driver goes through 
stringent medical checks and driving 
lessons for two months. 
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In contrast, the world of the Redline 
driver is a mess that runs on no other 
logic apart from foolhardy driving 
and rash money-making. A Redline 
driver may earn daily in the range of 


Rs 120, but he has absplutely no job 
protection and safeguards. He is lite¬ 
rally a daily-wage earner. Worse, he 
has none of the back-ups in terms of 
workshops that the DTC driver does. 


IS THAT 
A GOOD LINE? 


T he Liners. The word immediate¬ 
ly conjures up visions of 100-ft, 
come-hither yachts, shining grey 
steel, tempered in the sun, waiting 
to pull up the hatch and get the 
champagne rolling for beautiful 
people. 

Ironically, however, the only 
association that springs to the 
mind of the Delhiite with the fleet 
of STA-licensed killer machines is 
'accident*, with a capital A. 

While the plebian Redlines were 
introduced in September 1992, the 
super-luxury, point-to-point 
express, push-back seated Biueli- 
nes were intrtxluced barely a 
month ago. 

Besides the 2,300 Redlines, the 
STA has issued licenses to 87 White¬ 
lines, besides the five super-luxury 
Blueline buses. In all, the number 
of operators of these buses total up 
to over 2,000. 

The fare structure for the Redli¬ 
nes are similar to that of the DTC 
buses (Re 1 for the first six kms, Rs 2 
for 6-16 kms and Rs 3 for over 16 
kms). No passes are valid on Redli¬ 
nes, but they stop at non-DTC 
stops, on request. 

The Whitelines are luxury liners 
with padded .seats and limited 
stops, and have two flat fare slabs, 
Rs 4 (under 8 kms) and Rs 6 (above 
8 kms). Originally conceived as air- 
conditioned, pushback-seated 
liners, these plans were abandoned 
along the way. There is talk of gett¬ 
ing this revived with three fare sta¬ 
ges (Rs 5, Rs 10 and Rs 15). Both 
Redlines and Whitelines are licens¬ 
ed by the STA. 

The Bluelines and the Greenlines 
are licensed by the STA via the 
DTC. The Bluelines, have three fare 
slabs like the DTC and Redlines, 
but passes are not valid. Unlike the 
other two, however, there are 
curtains on the windows and 
piped-in music though unofficial¬ 
ly. Greenlines, too, do not entertain 
pass holders and have a flat fare 
structure of Rs 4. Greenlines do not 


have specific stops; they halt only 
on request. 

A major drawback in these buses 
are the routes they ply on. Unlike 
the earlier years, when the DTC 
licensed private buses under the 
Kilometre Scheme, and set the 
routes according to its require¬ 
ments, the Liners are under no obli¬ 
gation to stick to less frequented 
routes. 

The result is that while the com¬ 
mercial arteries are nov/ crowded 
with buses of all hues, the off-track 
Extensions, Vihars, Purams and 
Nagris are unattended. Today, 
they cater to over 30 lakh 
commuters. 

Since, the introduction of these 
buses, the DTC has begun incurr¬ 
ing a loss of Rs 3-4 lakh a day. 

When Transport minister Jagdish 
Tytler (unlike in other states, the 
DTC falls, not under the Delhi 
administration, but the Central 
government) announced his deci¬ 
sion to allow 3,000 private buses in 
September 1988, the demand in 
Delhi was for 7,950 buses. 

But DTC, along with its private 
fleet, totalled only upto 5,000 
buses, out of which 1,600 were in 
urgent need of repair. 

Given the huge losses the DTC 
was totting up daily, thanks to its 
highly subsidised fares, the govern¬ 
ment had only two options—to 
refurbish the DTC buses, at the rate 
of Rs 6 lakh each, or to allow priva¬ 
te operators. 

The government's need was dire 
and threatened to blow up into a 
huge storm if some move was not 
made to augment the public trans¬ 
port system. The iron was hot, red 
not. 

And the ace card was completely 
in the hands of the private opera¬ 
tors. They drove a hard bargain, 
one that made them invincible to 
trade unions, the MVA and the 
TWA, and most of all, to the politici¬ 
ans. And they struck. 


More often than not, he works 17 
hours straight, with no relief, and bare¬ 
ly a lO-minute break every four hours. 

Though the Transport Workers' Act 
(TWA) is supposed to apply to all ope¬ 
rators of transport, whether a one-bus 
operator or a multi-bus operator, the 
Red line driver cannot even expert to 
dream of the rights broached by the 
TWA. In the aftermath of the spate of 
fatal accidents, the operators came up 
overnight with an organisation to pro¬ 
tect their interest, the Redline Nyaya 
Panchayat. 

At a recent press briefing, Ramesh 
Dalai, president of the Panchayat 
which claims to represent over 1,800 
operators of Redline buses, accused 
the transport mafia of being in cahoots 
with the STA in protecting those opera¬ 
tors without licenses. While the trans¬ 
port mafia offered Rs 250 daily to 
drivers, leaving only the unsldlled 
drivers for the Redlines, Dalai also 
accused the STA authorities of delibe¬ 
rately being lax about implementing a 
time schedule, thereby causing 
dozens of private buses to opiate on 
the same routes simultaneously. 
"Obviously, the accident rate is likely 
to go up," he said. 

Points out a senior DTC official 
"The drivers and conductors don't 
have an organisation of their own. The 
kind of conditions under which they 
are made to work, the government, 
and the operators, are literally begg¬ 
ing them to hike up the accident rates." 

A few years from now, he feels, the 
wear and tear on the private vehicles 
will show up directly in the accident 
rate, especially because there is no 
move from the STA to implement 
either the New Motor Vehicles Act, or 
the Transport Workers' Act, 
stringently. 'That is when the DTC's 
infrastructural support—workshops, 
medical allowance, PF—all this will 
be highlighted," the official added. 

Uglier skeletons tumbled out of the 
Redline closet following a series of 
exposes in the press. Office-bearers of 
the Panchayat claimed, for instance, 
that the traffic police was also involv¬ 
ed in the racket—it charged anything 
upward from Rs 100 to let unlicensed 
buses and those with expired licenses 
off the hook. 

More than 80 per cent of the drivers 
of these buses were ex-DTC drivers 
with heavy accident records. CJuite a 
few of them were also truck drivers 
and unskilled drifting labour with bar¬ 
ely a few hours of safe driving on their 
records. Many operators preferred, in 
fact, to ply on temporary licenses since 
they constantly changed their routes 




.AND RED ALL OVER 


I t was lunch hour when 
20-year-old Pankaj Sondhi was 
reduced to a statistic within a 
split-second. 

On May 26, eight months after 
they were introduced without 
much fanfare and trumpeting, the 
Red lines claimed their Mth vic¬ 
tim—Sondhi. 

The second of three brothers and 
one sister, Sondhi, a student, was 
fatally knocked down by a Redlinc 
plying on the the busy Panchkum 
Road to Connaught Place outer cir¬ 
cle route. 

Since then, the number has gone 
up to 69, at the time of going to pre¬ 
ss, but the transjxirt secretary, C. S. 
Khairwal, is unfazed by snuffed- 
out humanity. 

"Accidents toftrtd nahin hote 
(where do accidents not happen)? 
The average rate of accidents by 
Redlines is less than that of other 
buses," he maintains. A man who 
beliex’es firmly in the numbers 
game, he maintained, at a recent 
briefing: "We cannot do away with 
them b^ause we have no alterna¬ 
tive to the growing commuter 
demands in this city. Earlier, the 
waiting time for the commuter was 
30 minutes, now it is five minutes." 

Official statistics have no time 
for the likes of Sondhi, or 36-yr-old 
[3eepa Chaturvedi, who became a 
widow on March 29, or J .P. Sri vasta- 
va (46) whose two children were 
left fatherless, courtesy Redline. 
Nor, incidentally, does the law. 

Ironically, however, secretary 
Khairwal became almost an (un)of- 
ficial person-cum-apologist for the 
private operators. He lip-synced 
his ministry's standpoint that in 
October 1992, when Redlines had 
just come into being, there were 150 
fatal accidents on the Capital's 
roads, a substantial number of 
them caused by public transport 
including buses on contract to the 
DTC. 

In April 1993, he maintained, 
there were only 130 fatal accidents, 
"despite Redlines". In fact, the 
only concession he would make to 
the seething public in the face of the 
mounting death toll by accidents 
was that from the first week of 
June,Redline drivers would be forc¬ 
ed to take a driving test at the 
government-run school prior to 


employment! 

The secretary, cleverly, gave no 
assurances on the stringent imple¬ 
mentation of the New MVA (Motor 
Vehicles' Act) or the TW A (Trans¬ 
put Workers' Act), Highlighted 
sharply in all the melee about the 
accidents caused by Redlines was 
the legal maze through which an 
ordinary citizen would have to 
plough to seek compensation. 

The clause for compensation 
comes under the New MVA, amen¬ 
ded a few years ago. The Act, 
which instructs the payment of Rs 
25,0(X) for the families of victims of 
fatal accidents, and Rs 12,500 for 
victims suffering from a perman¬ 
ent disability, is riddled with 
loopholes. 

Points out one advocate, "At a 
minimum, the victim's family has 
to run from pillar to post for at least 
six months to get the compensa¬ 
tion " At a maximum, the period 
can takeupto a year or more, specia¬ 
lly since drivers and operators rou¬ 
tinely contest claims. 

In addition to all this is the incre¬ 
dibly high backlog of the Motor 
.\ccidenls Claims Tribunal 
(M ACT). Monthly, each of the .six 
cells of the tribunal in the Capital 

Redline's 50th victim 


spend around Rs 25-30 lakh on com¬ 
pensation. But the number of pend¬ 
ing cases runs into many hundreds 
at each cell. 

Further, the New MVA neither 
makes a provision for the cancella¬ 
tion of the license of a driver involv¬ 
ed in an accident, fatal or otherwi¬ 
se, nor does it bar him from taking 
bail instantly. Argues the advocate, 
"There was even one case where a 
bus owned by an MP from Delhi 
was involved in an accident one 
day. But the very next day, the 
driver got his bail and started driv¬ 
ing the same bus on the same 
route." 

The spate of accidents has even 
brought with it a mafia of legal mid¬ 
dlemen and advocates who begno 
to specialise in compensations and 
left no stone unturned to pick up 
around 10-20 percentage of the 
compensation as their fees. 

They even went hunting for 
clients. Like O.P. Goyal, whose son 
was knocked down fatally by a 
Redline on April 24. Within a week, 
Goyal, though "in no frame of 
mind" to talk business, was shoo¬ 
ing off soliciting adviKates who 
were promising to get him 
compensation. 
















UNDERGROUND IS BEST 

Calcutta’s Metro Rail is something which 
has scored even on the international 
scale, .swv Kunal Sengupta 


A lmost everyone who enters 
the Calcutta subway makes 
sure to wipe his shoes clean 
on the large dcx)r mats at the station 
entrance A voluntary action that 
somehow seems to mark the transi¬ 
tion from the grime and dust of the 
city's surface to the almosi-sterile 
environment below. 

The Metro Rail has touched a hid¬ 
den chord in the otherwise non¬ 
conformist attitude of the average 
Calcuttan. The excesses he indul¬ 
ges in on the streets are wiped 
clean, tew, from his behaviour pat¬ 
tern during the minutes he spends 
on the platform and in the train that 
glides him to his destination 
For the past dec'ade, the 7.64-km 
stretch has been a bewn to the privi¬ 
leged few among the harassed mill¬ 
ions of the city who live in close pro¬ 
ximity to the mass rapid transit sys¬ 
tem. Bengalis who live near the 
Metro stations now flaunt what has 
come to be' called the 'Metro 
culture'. 

This is noticed as soon as the 
bhadrahk (genteel) step out of their 
homes during office time. A casual 
stroll to the station with their cou¬ 
pons Iwughl beforehand. This 
saves time wasted on queues 
before the btwking counters. A 
short wait while watching Hindi 


film scxjuences or a Chaplin classic 
on the TV sets hung overhead, and 
the train has shot in. The doors 
slide open automatically and the 
commuters tile in without any 
.scramble for the short, swift, traffic 
snarl-proof and pollution-tree ride 

The Metro bhadrahk are also keen 
observers of the goings-on inside 
the stations. No one is allowed to 
spit on or litter the platform. Those 
who defile the environment are 
politely asked to pick up the trash 
or handed a torn piece from a news¬ 
paper to wipe off the evidence. 

The Rs 6-crorc annual loss not¬ 
withstanding, the underground 
ambience is maintained effectively 
by the authorities, Band h or no 
Bandh, a body under the Indian 
Railways. 

Metro Rail offers murals, paint¬ 
ing galleries, exhibits for sale inside 
the coaches, exhibits from the 
museum, and even facsimilies of 
Tagore's sketches and writings. 
There arc other projects coming up, 
such as an original Anjolie Ela 
Menon, and more murals on the 
Independence Movement at the sta¬ 
tion named after Jatin Das, a free¬ 
dom fighter. 

The city's underground also 
sports the country's only automa¬ 
tic railway ticket machines, a facili¬ 


ty that will be extended to all the 
underground stations this year 
and throughout the system when 
the 16.5-km stretch (Tollygungc to 
Dum Dum) is fully operational. 
This, according to Metro officials, 
will prevent travelling without 
valid tickets. 

On the flip side, commuters com¬ 
plain of the terrible noise inside the 
trains where a conversation strains 
the vocal chords. The old are deni¬ 
ed the pleasure of reaching places 
swiftly as the large flights of stairs 
prove an insurmountable barrier 
for weakened muscles and arthritic 
joints, despite some stations hav¬ 
ing half-depth escalators. And the 
ventilation often does not work 
making the air below really muggy. 

But, all said and done, it is not 
without reason that Sue Francis 
from the US-based Public Broad¬ 
casting System gave Calcutta's 
Metro Rail a perfect 10 among 11 
other Metros all over the world, a 
reputation that makes every visit¬ 
ing dignitary grab a token ride. The 
points were given on punctuality, 
cleanliness and attitudes. The Mini¬ 
stry of Railways has also declared 
the system as a "centre of excellen¬ 
ce". 

Apart from the underground 
trains, what else would offer a ride 
when the streets are under water 
during the rainy season? More¬ 
over, it is the only mode of trans¬ 
port during Calcutta's own home¬ 
grown entertainment on the sur¬ 
face—political rallies. The com¬ 
muters only hope that they can con¬ 
tinue to adjust their watches by the 
trams' punctuality for as long as it 
exists. 
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and the licenses were issued 
route-wise. 

O ne story in the press, in particular, 
ripped the veneer of respectabili- 
y that tne government insisted on 
thrusting on the 'Line' operators; priv¬ 
ate operators, it claimed, hit the main 
bus terminals every morning and bid 
for drivers. And jobless drivers from 
smaller towns like Meerut, Bulandsha- 
hr, Hissar and Rohtak were only too 
thankful to be offered Rs 100 a day on 
any condition. 

Argues K.C. Kapur, chairperson of 
the Delhi City Bus Service Welfare 
Association: "Authorities distribute 
more permits than there is demand 


feels the government has shortchang¬ 
ed him miserably Even as the private 
line operators were being licensed by 
any which way by theSTA—many of 
the operators are city politicians, even 
a Delhi MP, or a protege—the govern¬ 
ment hit upon yet another mode of 
cost-cutting in the DTC. 

As quietly as it introduced the priva¬ 
te operators and legitimised their 
right to wreak havoc among the avera¬ 
ge citizen, they also decided to cut 
down on the private buses contracted 
by the DTC under the Kilometre Sche¬ 
me. Cleverly, they did it at a time 
when the universities were closed for 
their summer holidays. From lune 1, 


decided via the students' union. 

Significantly, this also means that 
the pass-holding commuter, whose 
highly subsidfs^ fare card contri¬ 
butes a good part to the DTC's kitty at 
the beginning of the month, will find it 
uneconomical to hold a pass anymore. 

"In effect, it means that I will have to 
wait for a DTC bus to u.se the pass— 
they are not valid on any other bus. 
Considering that the chances of board¬ 
ing a DTC bus are as low as 2:10 now, 
Rs 120 monthly for a pass is simply a 
waste. Accidents and all, 1 w'ill still 
end up catching the Redline, just in 
order to get home an hour earlier." 
The move, however, is already hitting 



Commercial routes are now crowded with buses of all hues 


for—this naturally increases competi- around 1,02.5 buses running under very hard those to whom a monthly 

tion leading to hectic lane-cutting, this scheme of the DTC have been fare pass meant a substantial saving, 

overtaking from the wrong side, and removed from the roads, narrowing The commuter in real need feels 

so on." Adds the DTC official; "Given down to a sliver the average pass- today, however, that like hundreds of 

the circumstances, there will never be toting commuter's options of travel. other regular commuters, the govern- 

an operator who sympathises with the In a move to prevent this snowball- ment's main motive behind all this is 

drivers. Even their daily pay depends ing into a huge pnrtest issue in the to run the DTC, a subsidist*d public 

on the optimum passengers they are universities, the DTC has made sure of transport, terminally into the red. 
able to cram into their buses—compe- beefing up the number of their Uni ver- With a large chunk of its funds 
Htion is at the base level." sity Specials, buses on which passes knocked out, will DTC, Uxi, be run 

Not surorisiniilv, the commuter are valid and the number of which are over by the Redline? ■ 
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Taking India Ahead in HOTEL MANAGEMENT 



CeuriH oHtrtd fey 


UPTRON 
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WHERE A FUTURE BEGINS 

Contact ACAOEMC COUNSELLOR at 
Your Nearest Centre' 


• CALCUTTA (NORTH): • CALCUTT 
, P-223, C.l.T. Road, 1, Roy Bahai 
SCHM-VI-M Cal-34(Near14No.Bus 

Kankurgachi, Cal-54, Teimlnus) 

(Near New National High Ph: 29-3989/3807 
School), 

Ph: 37-3663/5770 


ACADEMY OF COMPUTER LEARNIN 


A GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING 

10,Ashol( Marg, Ludinow 226001 

Yil Mlif Eww tit A Jifc AlttP *■ iPitMPy 
emitip CiiPti. Wi>i Tilkiii CiPiiP liPi 


• CALCUTTA (BEHAU): • CALCUTTA (SOUTH): • HOWRAH: 

1, Roy Bahadur Road, 56 G, Puma Oas Road, 14/1, Dobson Road, 

Cal-34 (Near 14 No. Bus 2nd Floor, Cal-29, (Near Ashoka 

Teiminus) (Near Golpaik Bata For Hotel/Golmohar Par 

Ph: 29-3989/3807 HER) Howrah-1 

Ph: 74-4661 Ph: 660-6086 


• HOWRAH: • OURGAPUR; 

14/1, Dobson Road, Near Kali Bari, 

(Near Ashoka Benachity, Duigapur. 

Hotel/Golmohar Park) Ph: 4424/25 

Howrah-1 
Ph: 660-6086 
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StASPMiMMtNRiIld 
PHr Ham Road onWig S 
Opp-Baum* Qiwiii), 
ca»tt(-% 

Pliora; 74-4967 


Admission 

Notice 


Profassional 

Coursa 

a Diploma in Commer¬ 
cial art (with computer 
graphics). 

• Diploma in interior 
designing 

(with computer aids) 
a Diploma in fashion 
designing 

a Diploma in Personal 
Secretary 

Contact 


Ceetek Office 


(Sunday Open) 

(for prospectus and 
enrolment form Rs 10/-I 
from 8th August ‘33 
At Academy of Fine Arts 
Bldg. 2nd Floor 
2. CadtedralRoad Cal-71 







































□ Bejan Daruwalla 


s 

March 21—April 20 

The moon's quarter 
helps you tocommit 
yoiusw to B course of 
action. You will havea 
dear perception of your 
goals from the 10th 
onwards. Romance will bloom and 
matters connected to work will improve. 
The best time to put your plans into 
action will be from the lOtn to the 13th. 

Ttmrus 

April 21—May 20 

While you will succeed 
in communication and 
meeting people, and at 
the same time getting 
your work done, your 
health could slow you 
down if you do not take precautions right 
now. Domestic affairs compete for 
attention virith a tight working schedule 
which could cause tension. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

Good things are 
predicted ror you, but 
the snag is that 
expenses could be 
sky-high. Many of you 
wW be travelling, if not 
physically, then through the media of 
books, films and the iimer eye of the 
mind. Scholars, sdmtists, artistes and 
actors will be in their element. 

Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

This is the time to 
socialise, cultivate 
-friends and lose all 
inhibitions. Give your 
imagination and 
emotions free reign. 
Employed people will do well and 
businessmen reaster profits. 
Rontaitce is destined, thanks to the 
influence of Venus. 



Leo 

July 21—August 21 

The focus is on your 
work area, whatever 
your rank and status 
there might be. There 
will be p^ty to be 
done, so get your 
priorities right. The 12th and 13th will be 
the best days to make any major move. 
You will communicate lucidly from the 
lOth onwards, thanks to Mercury. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

This week, there will be 
too many things 
happening at die same 
time, so intense 
concentration on any 
one thing is out of the 
question. Contracts, deeds and 
documents will be signed however, as 
Mercury, your main planet, is in an 
excellent placing with Mars. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

" Funding, investing, 
V^BIp||||s leasing, buying and 

sellling all hold the key 
to the good things of 
hfe' From the 12th, 

■ . Mars, by Western 

astrology, enters your si^, resulting in 
greater confidence in yourself, better 
relationships and more of^rtunities to 
make money. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

'*■-‘i'''" T*'® truth that will be 
revealed to you this 
week is that love 

• conquers all. At the 

'!. same time, divorce 
. -.<1 proceedings and 

separations are also foretold. Take good 
care of your health. The 9th and 10m are 
vital for betterii^ you relationships with 
others. 




Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Long-range planning, 
introspection, 
coUaboraticm, publicity 
and sales are all in 
focus. You willcome 
across foresees who 
will help you. It would be best to rely 
upon first impressions and your own 
intuition. Teachers, religious heads and 
promoters will do well. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

Your feelings will be 
stirred: ioveand hate 
will knock at your door, 
both with equal 
vehemence and you 
could be caught' 
between opposing forces and influences. 
Children, expenses, buying, selUng and 
attachments ensure that your lUe ^1 
have variety. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

Domestic affairs, 
including renovation, 
in-laws and family 
discussions, are in 
focus. There are 
possibilities of 
marriage, engagements and business 
partnerships, tl^ks to the influence of 
Jupiter. However, sudden separations 
are also on the cards. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

Those of you who are 
employed will be hard 
at work and those in 
sales, production, 
manuracturing, films, 
television, art and 
music will also be mighty busy ..You will 
be very busy around the 8th to the 11th. 
Take care of yourself, as you will have 
lots to do and little time to do it in. 














Owbtgtopn»aufmonsf>mc0,Hwitao9 h a »t3 9» n h0fdovar —Editor. 




























ifAUlGISlS 
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NOTE: All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in bracked denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


intfrnationavl 


£ Anuttidam-Delhi-CalcutU: 
AiT.(7):KL-875at0135. 

£ CalcuHa-DcUii-Ainslerdam: 
Dep.(7):KL-876at0340. 
Cilcutta-Slngapore: Dep. (4); 
SQ-420atl310. 
SingaporeCalcutU; Arr. (2): 
SQ-416at 1025. 

Delhi'CalcuttB'Sinsapore: Arr. 
(l);AI-6828tll45;DTO.(l): 
AI-430 at 1300; Arr. (5): AI-428 at 
0540; Dep. (5): AI-428 at 0650. 
SingaptneCalcutta-Oelhi: Arr. 

(5):AM29atl625;Dep.(5); 
AM29atl740. 

Singapoie-Caloitta-Bombay: 
Arr. (1): AM31 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431at0100. 

0 SingapwDhaka-Calctttta; 
Arr.{4):SCH20at1210. 

0 Caleutta-Dhaka-Singapore: 
Dep.(2):SQ-416atll30. 
Bombay-CakutU-Bangkok-To- 
kyo: Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) :AI-306atl910. 
Tokyo-Ban^utk-Calcutta-Bom- 
bay. Arr. (6): AI-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :Al-309atl930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep^(2); AI-101 at 0100. 
Calculta-^lhi-London-New 
Yorii:Dep.(5):AI- 
429/AH87/AI-101 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
«-New Yoriu Dep. (6): AI- 
309/AI-111 atl9!«) 
Calcutta-Delhi-Londoii'Totoiit 
ot Dep. (5); A1-429/AI-187 at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paria: 
Dep. (6): AI-309/Al-147 at 19.30. 
Calcatta-Delhi-Rome-Geneva; 
Dep. <5): AI-429/AI-171 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Oelhi-Fiankfurt-Paris: 
Dep. (5): AI-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Calculta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris-F- 
rankfurt: Dep. (2); AI- 
431 /AI-143 at 0100; Dep, (6). AI- 
309/AI-147atl930. 
Calculta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4, 5, 
7); IC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1, 3,6): 
TC-314atl355. 

Bangkok-CalniHa: Arr. (2,4,5, 

7): lC-732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6): 
TG-313atl240. 

Calcntta-Kalhmandu: Dep. (1, .3, 

5): IC-747 at 1245; Dep. (1,6); 
RA-214at1455. 

Kathnuuidu-Calcatta; Air. (1,3, 
5): IC-748at 161.5; Arr. (1,6): 
RA-213at 1355. 

Calctttta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-723at 1330, Dep. (1,5): 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7)- 
BG-092 at 1 laS; Dep. (4); BG-092 
at 21^5; Dep. (1,2,3, .5,6,7); 
BG-0% at 1920; Dep. (4): BG-096 
at 2020, • 


at0755;Arr.(],5):BG-091at 
1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7); BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4): BG-095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chiltagong: Dep. (6); 
IC-225 at 1230; &p. (4): BG-698 
at (M35; Dep. (7); 0G-698 at 1525 
Chittagong-Calcuita; Ar. (6); 
lC-226 at 1450; Arr. (4): BG-697 at 
2045; Arr. (7): BG-697 at 1445. 
Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok; Arr. 
(2):KB-105at0805;^p.(2): 
KB-105at0650. 
Bangkok-CalcutU'Paio: Arr. 

(7): KB-106atlOp5;Dep.(7): 
KB-106atll05. 
tk Sofia-Dubai-Calcutta; Arr. 

(4):LZ-503at 1200 
& Calcntta-Dubai-Sofia; Dep. 
(4): LZ-504at2250. 

* Moacow-Shatjah-CalcutU; 
Arr.(4):SU-S37atl55.5. 


London-Dclhi-Calcutta: An. 
(l):AI-132/Al-682alll45. 

New Y<»k - London • Delhi - Cd- 
culta: Arr. (5): Al-n2/AM28 at 
0540. 

Paria-Frankfurt-DeUil-Calcuita: 
Arr. (1): AI-146/AI- 682 at 1145. 

Toionto-London-Delhi-Calcutt- 

a: Arr. (1): AI-186/AI-682 at 1145. 

Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Caloitta: 

Arr. (5); Al-756/AI-306at 1730. 

Bahrain - Doha - Bombay • Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): Al-876/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 

Arr. (5): Al-816/AI-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-Dclhi-Calcutta: Arr. (5). 
AI-736/AI-428at0540; Arr. (1): 


7M however, suited tbc^r^e. Petmr^jm are 


Indian Airlines in tbepress. assistance, they may 

contacticityofficej 263390!, 26443.1262415,262348, 
^t2557<md262909, and (ahport)5529433,3529637, 
552^41,26'700'7 and 2&4433- Fxcefhfrom 45and 46 
eschar^es, dtalJdOfh^j^mdii^rmation, 141 for 

rrnnmitm, 142f^flightarrimdsami 14,5M 


Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr, (1,3,5,6); 
lC-724 at 1600; Arr. (2.3,6,7); 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4): BC-091 


* Calcutta-Shar)ah-Moscow: 

Dep.(4>:SU-538atl755. 

$ Amman-Calcutfa-Bangkok: 
Ait. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; Dep. (4): 
RJ-184at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman; 

Arr. (4). RJ-185 at 1450; Dep. (4); 
RJ-185at 1550. 

Calcutta - Bombay • Sharjah - 
Abu Dhabi: Dep. (2): Al- 
431/AI-703af0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahral 
n: Dep. (2): AI-431 /AI-873 at 
0100 . 

Calcutta-Bombay-DcIhi'Moaco 
w: Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-5I5at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muacat: Dep. 
(2); AI-431 /Al-833 at 0100; Dep. 
(6): AI-309/Al-845atl930. 

Calcutta-Delni-Muscat: Dep. 

(5) :AI.429/AI-841atl740. 

Calcutta • Bombay • Delhi- 
Dubai: Dep. (2): AI-431/AI-733 
at 0100; D«^. (6): AI-309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 

(6) : AI-309/Al-215 at 1930. 


AI-734/AI-682Btll45. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcntta: Air. 
.(5); AI-806/AI-306 at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr 
(5): AI-856/AI-306at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutla: Arr. 
(5): Al-826/AI-306 at 1730. 
Ra»-al-Khwmah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Odcutta: Arr. (5): AI- 
706/AI-306at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Olcutta: Arr. 
(5):AI-826/AI-306atl730. 


DOMES! 1C 


Air-India 

Calcutta-Bombay: De;;: (2); 
AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
1930. 


Bombay-Cakutta: Arr. (5); 
A]-3068tl730. 

Calcutta-DcHii: Dep. (5): AI-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Gakutta: Arr. (1): AI-682 
at 1145; Arr. (5): AI-428 at 0540. 

East West Airlines 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6); 4S 805 at 1455. 

Delhi-Cakutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 4S 806 at 1125. 
Calcutta-Guwahati; Dep. (1,2,3, 
4, .5,6): 45 812 at 1155. 
Cuwahati-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bmnbay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; Air. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6); D2103 at 1930 
Calcutta-Bomtoy: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep, if, 2, .3,4,5, 

6) : D2104 at 2000. 

Indian AirUnes 

Calcutta-Agartala; Dep. (daily); 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (daily). 
lC-743 at 13(X); Arr. (daily): 
lC-742 at 0940, Arr. (daily): 
IC-744atl530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7) : IC-721 at 1215; Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-722at 1455, 

Calctttta-Bangalore: Dep. (1, 2, 3, 

4.6.7) : lC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,Z 3, 

4,6,7): IC-772 at 1200. 

Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam > 
Madraa; Dep. (3,5):lC-542at 
1045; Arr. (3, .5): IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (daily): 
IC-765atl715;Arr.(daUy): 
IC-766al222S. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 

6); IC-777 at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6):- 
IC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay Dep. (daily); 
IC-273 at 1945 and D^. (1,4); 
lC-176 at 0915; Arr. (daily): 
lC-274 at 1845 and Arr. (1,4); 
IC-175at0815. 

Calcutta-PattBlair:Dep.(2,4,6): : 
IC-285 at 0540; Air. a 4,6); j 

IC-286atl020. ] 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (dajly): I 

IC-263 at 0700 and fc-402at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 

Arr. (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and 
lC-264at2155, Arr. (2,4,6,7); 
IC-262at0800. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhl: 
Dep. (daily); IC-810 at 0^; Arr, 


E No trafftc nghts on Delhi-Calcutta-D^hi 
& No traffic nghts on Dubai- Catoutta-Dubai 
* No traffic rghts on Calculta -Shanah-Calcurta 
@ No traffic nghts on (Jalcutta- Dhaka-CJalcutta 
S No traffic nghts on Caicutta-Bangkok-Ca'culta 





(daily): IC-809 at 1115. 

Calcutta • Patna • Lucknow- 
Delhi; Dep. (1,3,5); IC-410 at 
1800; Arr. (L 3,5): IC-409 at 2105. 
Caleutta-lmphal; Dep. (1,3,5); 
lC-259at0745;Arr.(1,3,5): 
tC-260atU10. 

Calcutta > Silchar - Imphal; Dep. 
a 4,6,7): IC-255 at 0850; Arr. (2, 
4,6,7):IC-256atl340. 
Calcutta>Silchai: Dep. (1,3): 


IC-253 at 0850; Air. (1,3); IC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta-Dibmgarh: Dep. (2,4, 
6,7); IC-201 at 1040; Air. (2,4,6, 
7);IC-202atl430. 

Calcutta - Guwahatl • Dimapun 
Dep. (2,4,7): IC-257 at 1140; Arr. 
(2,4,7):IC-258atl640. 
Calcutta-Guwahad: Dns. 
(daily); IC-229 at 1310. t5ep. (1,3, 
5,6): IC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily): 


IC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-712at 1010. 

Calcutta • Tezpur > Jorhat > Cal¬ 
cutta: Dep. (2,4,6); 1C'213 at 
0900; Ait. (Z, 4,6): IC-213 at 1305. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - Nm- 
pur - Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5, 7)-. 
iC-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5,7); 
lC-770at2120. 

Calcutta • Bhubaneswar • 
MadiaK Dep. (2,4); IC-544 at 


1045; Arr. (2,4): IC-543 at 1005. 

Vayttdoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur. Dep. (1, 
2,3,4,5,6): PF-717 at 0630; Arr. 
(1,2,3,4,5,6): PF-718 at 0830. 
Calcutta • Aizawl - Silchar • 
Cuwahath Dep, (daUy): PF-705 
at 0900; Air. (daily); 1^.706 at 
1630. 


EASTERN RAILWAY 


2311 19-1S I 
3005 19-eO / 
3003 20-3S I 
2381 10-16 « 


2303 10-15 


2301 16-30 


2306 13-45 


3073 23-00 Hknipri 


5047 13-00 

3009 20-30 
3007 9-40 


OUM-KelkuliMI 

AnuttaarMail 

Bombay Man via AUahabad 

Poom u (Now DaHiB Cxp r i aa via 

Qaya-Vararvasi 

Dep: Tuee, Tim & Sat. 

Ar:Wed.Fri&Si4i 

Poorua (Naw DeM) Expraaa vn Patna 
□ep: Mon. wed Fn a Sun. 

Arr; Mon, Tues. Thurs & Sat. 

Raidhani Expreaa via Qaya 
Dap- Mon, Tues, Tim, Frt ft Sun. 

Atr: Tuee, Wed. Thurs. Sat. ft Sun. 
Raidhani Exproaa via Patna 
Dap:Wed.ftSai. 

Ait Frt. ft Mon. 

Hkniprt (Jammu-TawO Eaprasa 

Tn-Wkly 

Dap'Tues, Frf&Sat 
Arr: Tues, Wed, & Sat 
Purbanchal (Qotakhpur) Eapeaaa 
Oep.&Arr Sun,Mon.V^&Fri, 

Ooon Expraas via Grand Ctxtrd 
Udyan Abha Tootan Expiuaa vta Main 
Une 

AfnritaarGxpraaa 

DaM Janata Expraaa via Mam line 

OMrakhpur Expreaa 

MNhHa&qmaa 

Kaitmp (OknMhaiO Expiaaa 

BIpek OlaiMnd Expraaa 


8071. 22-90 
9015. 'BvftS 

.iiaa' 18-26 


?nri 15.25 


B827 1^20 
TIBI, 19-28 


Aaanaot Expraaa 
Oawapur C ii pr aaa 
fionn srivb 
DeprWadnaaday 
Frida y 

Jamalpur Cxpriaa 

fifwwor} cRfWiw 

ORxSatftSun. 
ArrTuaaftWad. 
BMpmlInctanB Expnaa 
Dap'.TueaftWM. 
AmBatftSun.. 


Chambd^ 
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Oantanu Dutta hat> a few 
^rauesbons on dinosaurs 
The term dinosaur, mea¬ 
ning temble lizard, was 
first given to these newly 
discovered giants m 1841, 
soon after the fossilised 
remains of a two-legged 
flesh eater were discove¬ 
red This was just one of a 
large vanety of terresbal 


ly armoured bodies They 
mcluded the Stegosaurus, 
Tnceratops and Iguandon 
These were by and large 
slow moving, senu-aquabc 
creatures, not exactly 
renowned for then intelli¬ 
gence The Stegosaurus, m 
fact, holds the record for 
the lowest brain to body 
weight rabo, an astound- 






The temble lizard 
reptiles that were the domi¬ 
nant land animals m the 
Jurassic (hence the name of 
the film') and Cretaceous 
{lenods, roughly 190 to 6'5 
million years ago 
There were two basic 
orders of dinosaur The 
Omithischia were typically 
four-legged herbivorous 
creatures, many with heavi¬ 


QUESTIONS 


mg 0 004 per cent (humans 
are slightly better off at 1 88 
per cent) 

The other order, the Sau- 
nschia, included the two- 
legged carnivorous dino¬ 
saurs, the largest of which 
was the awesome 1 yranno- 
saurus Rex 

The largest dinosaurs 
ever, lia ve at various times 


Tt0C0tketopn»8t 

4>pmiibotSeUg^jf 
t^gMiHstyourlipt. 
Av^fnrttkig Ike tuck 
of Hu bottle in your 
iRQStft. Nowpe^the 
Hps to permit 

free entry ofnietnto 
Hubottle. Then tlU 
your keetd and botUe 

together, _ 

flom freely into your 
nwuHt.' toere Hu 
hutructions issued for 
wkttt? (Farouk Alam. 
do Office of Hie 
Deputy 

Commissioner, 

Motigtton) 


How to dnnk Coca-Cola 


been identified as the 
Brachiosaurid, the Diplido- 
ad or theTitanosaund 
However, the largest com¬ 
plete skeleton of a dinosaur 
15 that of a Brachiosaurid 


measuring 7% ft with a 
shoulder height of 20 ft and 
a raised head height of 46 ft 
Calculahons for the Seismo- 
saurus ('earthquake 
lizard'), a van^ of Diplo- 
doad, hint at a length of 
approximately 150 ft 
No sabsfactory explana- 
hon has yet been offered 
for the dinosaurs' sudden 
exbncbon 65 million years 
ago A view that has attract¬ 
ed a great deal of support is 
that the dinosaurs, toge¬ 
ther with many other land 
and sea creatures, wen* tot- 
tally eliminated by the colli 
Sion ot a large asteroid with 
earth 1 heir impact pnxiuc- 
ed a dust cloud that totally 
encircled the earth, blcKk- 
ing off the sun 
1 <xlay, the nearest rela- 
bvcs of the dinosaurs are 
not the large reptik>s or sna 
kes, but the fluffy, warm 
creatures we know as birds 

Postscript: The Maggi 
Intel School Zonal Finals 
will be held on August 21 at 
the Assembly of Cl^'s 
Church All are welcome 
The Argus Plate (3ui7 
will be he'd at the Dalhou- 
sie Institute on August 12 
and n Teams not having 
won an open quiz for the 
last five years are eligible 
for parbcipabon 


1) Who wrote the bovd, A Pair ^ 

Em 9? (Ayw Outkrabarty, Oil- 
eutte 91 ) 

2) Name the Indian caxiso vessel 

which sazik tlM coast (tf&iain in 

the Bay Biscay recently. (Puneet 

New Delhi 55) 

5) WhatisSUlto the Anny and the 
Iteserve Bank of India? CSubhcdteo- 
to Dotta, Calcutta 25} 

4) Whet ia a 'catalo'? (ZaM Mndas- 
ser Nofii/CKbrugai^i ^ 

5) wind! » 'angsP? tAbihil Khtd^ 
Gteid,tin8Ukia25) , 

O Whk b mimary iKdd? (Sid- 
dhfo^ DaS/ Baeatuun^ 

7)WMdtjbidianlwdintet<M]d^^ 


waatemous as the 'returning 
machine'? (Rajeah and Kirti Gupta, 
Calcutta 91) 

8) Whose dog had the name ?et 
Pudf? (Vivi^I^Chaudhun, Cal¬ 
cutta 91) 

9) Name die noted Indian musician 
who decided to settle down in 
Karachi fbraOeged dtedimination 
agahtet Mudims te hidia. (Michael 
Sn^DSrnimuh) 

iM^t is (Ehteaham 
Anjuxn, Calcutta 16) 


ANSWERS 


-pead 9i{) pu* 

paiqwjpyts^tgiqfaiBMQSBais 


o) pauSjsaQ ■)uauiUteAOoq7in<] 
tap pu8 'pu8(8u3 'opnpaiXiod 
puetjapung iCq paidopA^ ssMimq 
-s& mauiamsvam spip Ateu apii, 

•jsoi Supmeag sapqiqv len^ 

SteH (6 
'MS»W5I«ja*a<t 
■ettueictqwoKiu 

'Xwmd is»i|8pi tep p pjOQ 
‘fiI«)Maqiioade^4a|)|i^ 
ssauns^pdbq {BWiaiiB 

opsamop tpiM 

















JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KAUFMAN 



NOAH UPDATEl Sut^. Noah. HiTia: Now. Fofeca«: Raifl. For 
a Noah updata. draw oonnacdng Hnea, numbar to numbar. 


STRONG TALKI Architnadas. having diaoovarad the laws et 

lavars and pulleys, is said to have boasted: *Qiva me a,^_ 

and I will move the earth ‘ What thrae words ate missingIr^ 
his remailr? 

jMieis ei aaeid. are tpjoM Busiiw 


HOCUS-FOCUS 










c 
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CAN VOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thera are at taast an dWer- 
ences in drawing datails betsrean top and bottom panala How 
quickly can you find them? Chack ansarers with those below 

Buissiiu SI stodDeu '9 iusjsmip si soupd ‘S 'butssiui S| saoio > -luarsuip 
SI euieu tiius C 'Bisssiui Si uBis -g 'Bujtsiui i| eBao Buweg - \ .'seouaieiHa 



PUZZLE OUT LOOSE ENDS 
Apparenl here are the last three 
letters of 10 seven-letter words. 
Oehnitions of these words follow. 
Can you puzzle them out? 

1. A hassle of sorts. 

Z Pithy saying. 

3. You or me, fi» iiMtance, 
gramnutically. 

4. Sky-caith meeting place. 

5. Shipping hazard. 

a. Con Jitimal factor of an agree- 
mentor law. 

7. Within a group. 

8. Carrot-tike vegetahte. 

9. Sun umbrcUa. 

10. Inhale, czhale„. 

Turvhiiut 3 minutes. 


«ii*«a 01 i“«*"d 

It f ft 

iMnru»H ft anoutt^ C -qiMiOia z i 


HANDS ON! "Pick a card," 
says the magician, fanning 
out a hand. "Now return the 
card and shuffle the hand," 
he or she continues. Whereu¬ 
pon the marician peruses the 
hand and alakazam, "finds" 
your card. 

Secret: Alt cards in the ten¬ 
dered hand are odd- 
numbered. A "ringer" hand 
of even-numbereri cards is 
deftly substituted to receive 
the chosen card. And that 
card is easy to spot in the 
even-r^rd hand. Give it a try. 



FUNSPOT 





TRAVELING 20 



o^: 



BIRO CAU.I Fina-laatharad Polly the Parrot has slopped by to say 
hello. Color cotte: 1— Red. 2—LL blue. 3—Yellow. 4—LI. brown. 
5—Flesh tones. S—Orsen. 7—Dk. brown. S—Ok. blue. 















































































A WOHLXhCLAO^ ATMUfiTg. iN 
THE ^Mg AWFUU 4MAPE THE V^C^ELP 


«PP YPU HAVE A aer-Vit0UL £ARC> that 4AY4 
I MAP IT, TPP* • ONUY IWREE?** 




m 4 


M 


■i 

U- 6IVE UPHETTA CRl 
E*5 A HA66ER*'S MA£ 

Epn • • • 

;6ER.” 




n||gST|grg|jnBn 


NOW/ roR««MKPACrAtN..- 

, A lmittle. more.. 
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uild 'em 
up and 
I blow 'em 
up/' is the 
current coinage of fashion 
ramp's biggest cat. Indeed, 
macro scale expressions m 
the country are sweeping 
the micro levels, including 
the narrow stage of our gla¬ 
mour houses. 

And str, we have Mihnd 
Soman, of three years' fash¬ 
ion fame, diversifying. No, 
he i.s not doing just abH>ut 
anything, but trying to 
walk away with the bt?st 
solutkm to what he thinks 
is the industry's worst pn>- 
blem: opening a schix)l to 
groom mtxlels. 

One cannot deny h/s 
industry in considering the 
world, or India at least, a 
market place where the big¬ 
wigs might come looking 
for his 'boys and girls' 
Soman promises they 
won't bedisappointed. Giv¬ 
ing 'Picture Perfect School 
of Modelling' his best shot 
yet, he plans to show every 
one his idea of gcxid, profi's- 


siona) mcxiels. 

But others before him 
have tried and wound up; 
I.iibna Adam's 'Catwalk' 
floundered, Sonu lielani fal¬ 
tered and Vikram Phadnis 
failed, so where diH?s 


Soman gut his conti fund 
from? 

"Theie are a lot ol people 
wanting to get into this 
field, but they do not know 
how to, most are good at 
oni' thing or another, but 
the overall knowledgt' is 
mi.ssing," thinks Soman. 

At the most he concedes 
it is "slightly pnmature ' 
considering Our present 
slate of affairs, but his 
hopes are pinned on bur- 
gcxining trade and btx>m 
ing media. 

Smug at having identifi¬ 
ed the segment, he hopes to 
thrive on the early bird 
idea ' 'If there are eoine to 


BENCHMARK! 


Milind Somafi now belongs to a 
differvnt school of thought. 
}vj.x>rts Sonia BheUt 


be -SC hools later, why not be 
the first?" 

Picking out personal 
pulse's and pitfalls, he will 
teach w'hat he has learnt the 
hard w’ay, "It took-me three 
years to get here." Me 
hopes to correct this for 
others by providing a 
storm of 20 sessions — 
already under way— cove¬ 
ring a period of three 
months. 

The first batch of I.S 
which emerges in Septem¬ 
ber will be of 'designer' 
models. "I have devised 
the course such that there is 
a specialist handling each 
aspect to be taught, I do not 
plan to dominate." 

Surely, sailing uncharter¬ 
ed waters can be a lot more 
easier if the faculty that 
chips in, reads like this: 

Madhu Sapre (You 
Know Who): Fitness, Dodo 
Bhujwala (Stage jx'rso- 
nality, training with 
Martha Graham Dance 


CYimpany): Danwand Ftody 
awareness, Cory Wadin: 
Make-up, .Nalini (of 'Nalini 
& Yasmin') liairstule. Dr 
Parsaramani (Skin specia¬ 
list, who will bi'assisted by 
well known model Unna- 
ti): ‘iAiii care, Mrs Aiatrama 
ni: Dietetics, Atul Kasbekar; 
Photograph}/, Hemant Tnve- 
di: Choreo}’raphj/, Kasna 
Behl (The Grand Dame of 
the field whose face wove 
dreams on the pages a 
couple of decades ago) 
Model coordinatinf;. iuindlin)( 
and agencies and contracts, 
Arunesh Mayar; Public rela 
tions. The subjects of cari'or 
counselling and acting and 
expression will also feature 

When all of them are pul 
led in as honorary members 
of the first comj^rehensive 
schrxil for modelling, it's 
gotta be a success Kind of, 
liKik no further. 

Allowing versatility the 
driving seat in a modelling 
career, his schcxil aims to 



provide a touch ot the real 
thing. This means knowing 
how to appear different in 
every ad campaign that 
you undertake. An elusive 
persona is something that 
Milind Soman puts a prem 
lum on — one almost d id 
not nvognise the Harri''s 
man at the latest fashion 
fete sporting a leather 
kanga, and talking now, 
griz/le boardixl and t asiial- 
ly clothed. It underscores 
his point that a mixlel who 
can be easily identified, "is 
dead " 

Thus, learning to make 
the most of a short- 
spanned career "60 days m 
a year", means grabbing 
opportunity by the collar, 
which IS what his practit a! 
schixil will tell the four 
batches it creates every 
year "What to exjxvl and 
how to deal wdth it " He 
oven plans to promote the 
promising few. "We receiv¬ 
ed international applicants 
also," he thrills, "so talent 
exists everywhere, as I 
could judge from the 
shows I presided over at a 
few city colleges." 

Somi' might snicker that 
this three-days-a-week pro¬ 
gramme is merely a 
panacea to alleviate every 
model's annual dry patch 
in a w'et season. But as one 
listens to Soman espou.se 
the idea along simple lines, 
it sounds more .sincere than 
a short-term measure to nd 
a long dip in his erratic car¬ 
eer graph. 

After all, there is always 
the option of Hindi films, 
and that long talked of 
move to the international 
arc lights via Britain's 
'Model.s-1'...and if quality 
remains the byword of the 
schcxil, something in short 
supply everywhere, then 
classes will swell. Never 
mind the charges of Rs 

A rw:»r Kojirl Ml 
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THE PI C K () F THE W E E K 




V I t) J o s 


jack fhe Bear Whatever you 
do, don't miss this film. 
Starring Danny DeVito, 
Julia Louis-Lheytus, 

Riibcrt J. Stemmiller Jr and 
Miko Huges, it's about a 
television showho.sl, John 
I eary (DeVito), who is una¬ 
ble to deal with the lai't that 
his life IS falling a jvirt He 
lakes to drink and finally 
has a nervous breakdown, 
but it's only when he lost's 
custody of his kids (Stein- 
iniller and Huges) that he 
wakes up to the enormity 
of his conduct and tries to 
shape up once and for all. A 
great family film 


^ B O O K S 

Gfwito 42/This latest itaue of 
the paperiiach magaziiie of 
new writbiK is etitfUed simply 
KnutsL Ifsa special issae 
aboutGeimany.WliyGenna- 
ny? Because it’s the one 
cmnitiy in 
the worU that 
always inspires 
fear. From the 
thneHiiterdecid- 
ed to purge Cer- 
manyof Jews, 
through the per 
iwl whan Ger¬ 
many was paiti- 
thiMd,tothe 
new miter theft 



aKiatsnow,GraHla42pnwi- 
tea a setocthm of writings that 

Ute issue also Inchites a 
piece caBed Bsfhted IMaiy, 
which is an eyewitn ess 
account of the hi-tech Gulf 
War. Brought to you by 
Penguin; price in India Rs 100. 

M I ' S 1 (. 

Mo Umtfs: This is 2 UnK- 
milod's newest offering and 
itn make you dance your feet 
off! While no one could call 
the music—m the iyiics, for 
that matter—in the least bit 
hrteilectuai, the¬ 
re’s no denyii« 
that this is possi¬ 
bly one of the 
best albums you 
could play ata 
party. The music 
urges you to 
step on to the 
dance floor and 
freak out, even if 
you’re the most 
inhibited person 
on this earth. 

Checkout 
No Hmit, Tribal douce, Mari- 
umm overdrive, Let beat 
coatnd your body and Throw 
fhe gnwiw dowA'H m best 
thing to do, though, is to put 
this album on and keep H 
playing. An HMV product; Rs 
46. 


I A S r I N (i s 

Clweohniicf ano- 
iiymous'; It 
you've got a 
passion lor 
chocolate (and 
how many 
fieople 

haven't?) then 
there's someth¬ 
ing super in 
store for you 
the next time 



for you. The 


however, b that 
Rcanhenaad 
feral types of 


■ • • - • !^ 

■> * 
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you visit Delhi. The 1 lyatt 
Regency m Delhi makes 
authentic Swiss chocolate, 
so yummv, that it'll make 
you chuck your diet plan 
away. Available at the 

Hyatt's Pastry 
Shop, the cho¬ 
colate conic's 
in a variety of 
flavours. Try 
the Snowballs, 
Cognac 
_ Monte, 

Rochers and 
lri.--h C'offee 
Truffles. T ry 
every variety 
ot Swiss choco¬ 
late they're 
ottering. You 
won't regret it. 


san-doangad shin. R can ercn 
hcHsedwhanyoHhnlheyaur 
baby.SOrRyauwanlsonielh- 
hUi realy mM, Dow is what 
you Band. 
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Head for the hilh': Now is 
the time for you to be prepa¬ 
ring for your lYija holidays, 
so the Government ol West 
Bengal's Tourist Bureau 
has come up with a numb<*r 
of conducted tours . You 
could go to Manipur and 
Nagaland from September 
2^ to October 5, tir Octobei 
22to28forRs5,4tX)per 
bead; or there's the Inp to 
Guwahati and Shillong 
from September 25 to 3() 
and October 15 to20 for Rs 
4,460 per head. Take off for 
Mizoram from October 2 to 


w' ■ 


GeatkKkea 
dmw; For years, 
you’ve seen 

advertisements w^'. '' 

for a bathing bar k , 

named Dove in . 

various foreign \tiqV ., 

magazines. Now \ 
yon're in luck, ! 

because it’s ^ IT; 

cometofaidia. 

Even though 

tt looks Ike a soap and is used 
Hke a Bonp, Dove is different 
It’s non-^mlitM, wRh a 
neutral pH of seven, which Is 
as dose to the pH of shfai as 
yon can gst And it’s owe 






SKtN'-'*® ■ 


7 or November 5 to 10 at R.s 
4,485 per head; or, there’s 
Tripura from October 22 to 
27 at Rs 2,850 per head. The 
Tourist Bureau has all 
other details. 
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JIGGS KALR A 


Familiar 
faces in 
unfamiliar 
places. 

Never 
cease to sur 
prise and 
delight like long lost 
friends. Similarly, unfamili¬ 
ar dishes in familiar places 
add spice to lif«‘. Hummus 
and Vendakkai Muthm 
CMrry,onetrom theMiddie 
Fast and the other from 
Madras, both serveil up 
with great flair in, hold 
your breath, Jaipur. At the 
kaiputana Sheraton. By 
Chef Sultan Tnith be told 
this IS the first time that a 
hotel company has thought 
it tit to send a senior man to 
what IS generally dismiss¬ 
ed as a tourist destination 
If is not surprising then to 
find a touch of cosmopolita¬ 
nism in the hotel's cuisine. 

The recipes- 


Hummus 


INGREDIENTS 
2(X) g/7 07 ChttTtm dul 
30 g./ 2 tbs Sesame paste 
I2..Sg / 1 tbs Peanut butter 
50 g / 3 tbs Yoghurt cheese 
(hung yoghurt) 

20 g / 3.5 tsp Ciarlic paste 
(strained) 

25 ml / 5 tsp Olive oil 
30 ml / 2 tbs Lemon pjice 

1 -5 g / 1.5 tsp Red chilli 
powder 

0 75 g / 1/4 tsp White 
pepper p<jwdf7 
Sail 

The garnish: 

24 Roasted peanuts 

2 PafHui 

1 Tomato 
! Green chilli 
! Red chilli (fresh) 

J .5 g / ! - 2 tsp Coriander 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1 ;30 
hours 

PREPARATION 

The channa dal: Pick, 
wash in running water, 
drain, soak for 30 minutes, 
drain, add 360 ml /1.5 cups 
water to cover, sprinkle 
salt, bring to a boil, reduce 
to low heat and simmer 
until cooked and the water 
is absorbed. Remove and 
axil. Reserve 15 g/t).5 o/. 
for garnish. 

The hummus: Put the 
cooked dal and the remain¬ 
ing ingreditmts in a blender 
and make a smcxith paste. 

If too thick, add more olive 
oil; it should be of a 
medium-thick consistency. 
Remove and refrigerate. 

The garnish: Cut ffapad 
into cpiarlers and roast 
Remov''e the eve.s, make 
criss-cross cuts at the other 
end, blanch tomatoes in boi¬ 
ling water for 10 seconds, 
dram, refresh in iced water, 
drain, remove skin, 
quarter, remove and dis¬ 
card the pulp and seeds, 
cnat the flesh into liny dices. 
Remove .stems, wash, slit, 
deseed and cut green and 
red chillic's into juliennes. 
Clean, wash and chop 
txiriander. 


aXlKINC. 


TC3 .SERVE 

Spread the hummus on a 
plate, arrange the/vipad at 
the comers as shown m the 
photograph, garnish half 
the hummus with the rcserv 
ed dal, the other halt with 
roasted peanuts, evenly 
sprinkle tomatoes, chillic's 
and coriander, serve as a 






jlTOEniHNTS 
4(M) g / 2 lb Log 1)1 kid / lamb 
30(}g/2/3 IbOkra 
The masala: 

13 g / ().? o/ Coriander 
sei*ds 



4 Ked chillies (dried) 

1 C'ocomil 

1.3 g / 1/2 l.sp Tiirmeru 

powder 

8 Curry leaves 

10 ml / 2 isp Cooking oil 

The mari nation; 

100 g / 3o/ Yoghurt 
30 g / 3 Isp Ciarhc paste 
20 g / 3,“^ Isp C linger paste 
Salt 

The gravy; 

43 ml / 3 tbs C ookmg oil 

230 g / Vi o/Onions 

2Cir(,fnLlullies 

480 ml / 2 cups Clear 

mutton stoi k 

I3('g / 3()/ I’omatoes 

W)g / 2 0 /Yoghurt 

1 3 g / 1/2 tsp Turmeric 

powder 

Salt 

1.3 g / 1 /2 tsp ('ireen 
cardamom powder 
0 73 g / ) /4 tspC love 
powder 

A pinch Nutmeg powder 

The garnish: 

3 23 g /' I tbst oriander 
1(10 g ' 3o/ iTied 
casliewnut halves 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time: ! 43 
hours 

Cooking time; l;.30 hours 

PREPARATIi )N 
The meat: Clean, debo¬ 
ne, cut into 1.3 m cubes, 
wash and pat drv (Use the 
bom>s to make a light sl< ick ) 
The okra; Wash okra, 
wipe dry and then remove 
the caps and the tails 
The masala: Wipe the 
red chillies, clean with 
moist cloth. Remove the 
brown skin and grate coco¬ 
nut. C lean and wash curry 
leaves. 1 leat oil in a trying 
pan, add the red chillies, 
slirovt'r medium heat until 
they change to a bright red 
colour, add currv leaves, 
stir, add the remaining 
ingredients, except coi o 
nut, stir until the seeds 
begin to I rackle, rnnove, 
transfer to blonder, add 
coconut and make a 
.smooth paste. Remove- and 
ciivide into 2 ec|ual portions. 
The marination: Whisk 



yoghurt in a bowl, add the 
remaining ingredients and 
one portion cit the preparent 
masala paste, mix well, rub 
the meat evenly w'lth this 
marinade and reserve for 
one hou r. 

The gravy: Pc-el, wash 
and grate onions Remove 
stems, wash, slit, desec*c3 
and finely chop green chil¬ 
lies Remove eyes, wash 
and choj>tc)inatoes. I’ut 
yoghurt in a bow-l, add tur¬ 
meric and salt, whisk. 

The garnish: Clean, 
wash and i hop coriander 

CXXTKINC 

I leat oil in a lium/i/pan, 
add onions, saute until 
light golden,add greencicl- 
hes, stir tor a minute, add 
the reserv'ed masala, 
filiHMi/e/slir-fry until the fat 
leaves the sides Then add 
the marinated meat, 
Wiiiiiiie/stir-fry for 4-5 
minutes, adding stock in 
small quantities as and 
when required, add 120 ml 
i 12 cup ot the remaining 
stock, bring to a boil, redu¬ 
ce to low heat, cover and 
simmer, stirring occasional- 
K, until the meat is tender 
(Add more stixk, if necessa¬ 
ry ) Now add tomatoes and 
cook, stirring occasionally, 
until the tomatoes are 
mashed. Remove/ton- 
di/pan from heat, stir-in 
the yoghurt mixture, 
return /wiiifi/pan to heat, 
Wiuiiiiestii-fry until the tat 
leaves the sides, add the 
remaining stock, bring to a 
boil, reduce to low heal, 
add the tikra and simmer 
for 3-4 minutes. Sprinkle 
cardamom, cloves and nut¬ 
meg powders, stir. Remove 
and adjust the seasoning. 

TO SERVE 

Arrange the Stivarin 
I Imould of rice on each ot 4 
OTshvidual plates, put 
quantities of meat 
AjM okra in the middle, gar- 
». >msh with equal quantities 
X of coriander and 

cashewnuts, and serve. 

NOTE; All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 




STEVEN KAPUR, aka Apache Indian, exploded on the music sane in 1990and has been on top of^ 
European drnrts for the last four months. Baptising an unusual genre of music which combines reg^, rap 
and bhangra, he claims his mission is to take Indian music to all parts of the world including jdaces vdme it 
is so far unheard, and also to seek a solution to the problems plaguing the country. "I zwM do it mtha^- 
vour," he says. 


VV happiness? 

Tosef nappiness. 

What b your greatest fear? 

To see the world getting destroyed. 




Who or what has been die greatest Falsity. 

influence in your life? Whatdoyoudislikemortinyoursdf? 

Bob Marley, my dad, mom and Not being able to wake up early in 

Mahatma Gandhi. the morning. 

What do ydu dislike most in others? What is your most predous 

possession? 



What objects do you always cany? 

My diary/lyrics 
book. 

What makes you 
most depressed? 
Violence. 

What do you most 
dislike on your 
appearance? 

Skinny leg.?. 
What is your 
favourite word? 


What is your 
favourite dream? 


I have a dream: to 
stop corruption 
in India 


What is your favourite |Oumey? 

Air India, non-stop. 

What is your favourite dream? 

1 have a dream: to stop corruption in 
India. 

What is your ni^tmare? 

When hi-fi stops working. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

Harj and Kelvin—my girlfriend 
and our son. 

What is your source of sustenance? 
Music. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

Every night, on my b^. 

What is your greatest regret? 

1 have no regrets. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

Recording in Bob Marley's studio 
and meeting Mahatma Gandhi’s 
grand-daughter. 

What brings tean to your eyes? 

Cruelty to childmt. 

How do you relax? 

With my mom and dad. 

What do you envy most in oflien? 

Being able to walk the streets 
without being recognised. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

Asa normal person. 

How would you like to die? 
Peacefully. 
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Yet to Learn 

■ I wonder how a respect¬ 
able nukgazine like yours 
could publish such state¬ 
ments about education 
('Upwardly Mobile', July 
11). Perhaps, Lalit Bagla 
is not aware that the cars 
he handles were produc¬ 
ed by people with a high 
degree of formal 
education. 

Does he know that the 
design of internal com¬ 
bustion engines and body 


■ Was that an. advertis¬ 
ing supplement for the 
CzarofCars? 
ArtaMhikrtt, 

Cuttack 


styling can only be done 
by engineers who have a 
thorough grounding in 
the principles of thermo¬ 
dynamics and aercxlyna- 
mics? Has he ever heard 
of the brainstormers of 
General Motors? 

Pttthati ChauMtunf, 
Calcutta 

■ One feels sorry for the 
womenfolk in his family. 
I, for one, am glad 1 
wasn't bom as one of his 
daughters—I would 
have been grudged a fine 
education, a satisfying job 
and the countless adven¬ 
tures one goes through in 






From the brochure at Cannes FHm Festival 

life. ed in his driveway. 

Versha Sketh, Santosh Saraf, 

Calcutta 


Calcutta 



■ A man who does not 
know his own communi¬ 
ty should refrain from the 
serious business of mak¬ 
ing a film on it and stick to 
selling the iTeauties' park- 
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Carried Away 

■ I could not honestly 
find a reason why you 
had to go for the topless 
photograph of Anu Agar- 


wal (Pinup, July 4). It was 
awfully disgraceful. 

Sunil Benerjee, 

Calcutta 

■ That photograph of 
Anu Agarwal was meant 
to be carried around. 

K. Gopala Krishna, 
Berhampur (Orissa) 

Another Tune 

■ This is regarding the 
item, 'Not Dead Yet!' (Et 
Cetera, July 11) about the 
band. Extinct. The lyric 
for the song, Ophelia, was 
written by me, but their 
press release claims credit 
for the "sensitiv'e lyrics" 
on behalf of the Extinct 
duo, Rana Baneijee and 
Sanjoy Sengupta. No 
prior permission was 
sought from me by 
Extinct before they decid¬ 
ed to give the impression 
to the press that their 
music video "will scxin be 
telecast on MTV". 

Further, on contacting 
Jody Hardy, talent and 
artiste relations manager, 
MTV Asia, 1 received the 
following reply: "MTV 
has not yet received the 
videodip from Extinct 
and therefore we cannot 
say until such is viewed 
whdho' or not we win air 
it." 

Indrajit Hazra, 

(Calcutta 


WITH INFORMATION being beamed into our 
homes with a startling fercicity, are we becoming 
another generation of TV' addicts? 

PAGE 4 

THEIR BCXIK on Indian .sexuality will be publish¬ 
ed in October. Meanwhile, Khushwant Singh 
and Shobha De, in exclusive interviews, give a 
p«-ek into the book. 
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Khushwant Sififih is one of the Uio main authors of the 
forthcoming hrxjk. Uncertain Liaisons, which is 
scheduled for an Octoherivlease. 7he fxxjk probes 
i>arious asfxcls of middleclass sexuality in India. 
MuraU Krishnan talks to the SardarofSmut (as he 
preteruis to project himself as) alxmt the h(H>k Indian 
sexuality and his co-author Shobim 1 )i’s 
corresfxmding meiits 


MIGHTIER 

THAN 

HIS SWORD 


/ write so much because, as I have 
always said, no one has yet invented a 
condom for the pen. — Khushwant 
Singh 


T he celebrated, 'sex 

on-the-mind' Sardarji of Indi 
an fiction, Khushwant Singh, 
Uxiks f orward to his 85th title 
when It IS relcast'd in October. 

Fi>r one, it deals with his favourite 
subjtvl for which he is so fondly 
rernembc'red. But, more important, it 
is civaufhored by Shobha C)e, the que¬ 
en of soft jxirn. 

The biHik, which is a collection of 
articles on middleclass sexuality, 
dwells mainly on the urban-rural atti¬ 
tudes towards sex. And both names fit 
the bill pc'rfectly having accquirt>d a 
certain 'notoriety' in the field 

Realising the inflammability of the 
venture, renguin Bixiks (India), the 
publishers, roped in the Stirdar and 
the CJuecn to ptxil their articles. 

"My pim* is basically 
lighthearted," says Khu.shwanl Singh 
"Talks of my experiimces and encoun¬ 
ters with families and situations." 



Mostly anecdotal in nature', Singh, 71, 
drive's home a strong point in his con¬ 
tribution, and that is, the demolition 
I of the stereotype of the Indian woman. 

'Thc're is no such thing as a chaste 
Savitri Fvery Indian woman is as pro¬ 
mise'uous as a male or her Western 
counterpart," states Singh. There 
exists a veil of secrecy, which if disro 
bed, brings out the real 'she', says 
Singh from his vast experience. 

In his article, he corroboraU's his 


‘There is no such thing as 
a chaste Savitri. Ever> 
Indian woman is as 
promiscuous as a male or 
her Wejstem 
counter^rt/ states 
Khushw^t Singh. ‘The 
onlj;^thing which 
distinguishes a woman is 
her passport, and 
; nothing else’ 



view by drawing from a host of exam¬ 
ples. "i'he only thing w'huh distingui- 
shi's a woman is her passport, and 
nothing else," he adds 

Singh cannot substantiate why he 
chose to team up with sexiahte Dc for 
theb<K>k. "Well, it was not my idea in 
the first place David Davidarof 
Penguin who acted as a midwife 
brought us together and said the btK*k 
wiiuld be a runaway sucress," 
explains Singh. That was a year ago, 
when both Singh and Di! first met in 
the latter’s house in Bombay 

"We talked and chatted for hours 
on end about everything under the 
sun and the idea to get on with the 
novel bt'gan there," he says. Then fol¬ 
lowed a scries of meetings to decide 
on the list of other contributors and 
the broad outline under which the arti¬ 
cles would tit. 

But Singh admits that he writes 
"nursery rhymes" compareil to Shob¬ 
ha De. 
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"But my descriptions of sex are to 
help build up a situation or character 
and are not forced and deliberate like 
De's," elaborates Singh. In his recko¬ 
ning, the Bombay socialite's sex scenes 
areentirely contrived. "She iseminent- 
ly readable, but 1 do not believe her 
when she says that her descriptions of 
sex are witnessed or experienced," he 
maintains. 

"Let's take Strange Obsessionfi. Can Z 
you imagine somebody making out ® 
on an aeroplane and that, too, in 10 
minutes? I have heard of romances on 
aircraft, but not this!" says Singh. 

De, he says, dodged the question 
when he asked her about this. 
Moreover, the homicidal nature of the 
characters in the book is something 
Singh cannot stomach. 

As for the forthcoming bcxik, De's 
article is reportedly personal and she 
has also written the introduction to 
the book. Singh does not recall the con¬ 
tents of her piece, but adds with a loud 


‘IK* cannot stay away 
from sex,’ he says. In her 
narratives, if 15 pages 
talk of a setting, one can 
be re asonably sure that 
the next 10 are packed 
with ‘passionate 
I JWr love-making’ 


guffaw, "You can be sure it will be 
entertaining and engrossing." 

The preface of the book outlines the 
general nature of the book and the sub- 
which each contributor tries to 
explore. 

Ill his long years ol writing, Singh 
feels that De has surpassed herself 
"Only two other writers — Kamala 
Das and Uma Vasudev — have tried 
to sfiecialise in this genre of writing, 
but they come nowhere close to De," 
says Singh. In his estimate, she is "a 
class apart." 


"De cannot stay away from sex," he 
says. In her narratives, if 15 pages talk 
of a setting, one can be reasonably sure 
that the next 10 are packed with "pas¬ 
sionate love-making.'' That's her style. 

To call De the 'Queen of soft porn' is 
a misnomer. "She is much more...not 
st>ft, but...," smiles Singh, who leaves 
the sentence unfinished. He reconciles 
that his Bombay counterpart is a 
writer in the Nineties era where reader 
interests have changed with the times 
and De had done brilliantly to exploit 
the situation. "If readers find her read¬ 
able it is because she is racy and pan¬ 
ders to their salacious interests." 

The book is bound to do well when 
it comes out in October, according to 
Singh. "You have two authors who 
sell well and that may be the reason 
why the publishers hit upon us," says 
Singh. And this might be the Sardarji's 
penultimate bcxik. "1 have got to finish 
mv autobiography and then I am calli¬ 
ng it quits." 
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ShobhaDe, the distinguished co-author of Uncertain 
Liaisons, counters all charges in conversation with 
SutapaMukhetjeeand, to use one of her otvn 
favourite phrases, proven to be a tough titty 


INDEPENDENT DE 


A mong other things, she's been 
called the High Priestess of the 
Purple Passage. Among other 
things, he's been called the Raja of the 
Risque. 

Khushwant Singh and Shobha De 
together spell magic for their publi¬ 
shers who ignore the critical flak while 
laughing all the way to the bank. 

And when they get together on a 
bemk about Indian sexuality the result 
is likely to make publishing history. 

The book is titled. Uncertain Liai¬ 
sons: Lmvand Sex in Urban India, and is 
compiled by Khushwant Singh and 
Shobha De. It is a potential landmark 
bestseller, one of those books the elite 
will loveto hate. Everyone who's anyo¬ 
ne on the subject has written tor the 
book which w'ill be a compendium of 
12 essays from people as diverse as the 
teenage son of Gurcharan Das (former 
CEO of Procter and Ciamble India, and 
novelist) to the man who seems to 
have done it all and with everyone, 
Mahesh Bhatt. 

This anthology of 12 major essays 
includes Khushwant Singh's essay on 
the Indian wtiman "which has a classi¬ 
cal approach while my essay is more 
contemporary," as Shobha Do puts it 
"Mine is on Indian men, their hopes 
and dreams and contemporary mid- 
dleclass aspirations." 

Frank Simoes writes on sex and 
advertising, M.F. I lusam's essay gives 
a personal statement on sex in contem¬ 
porary Indian art. Indira Jaisingh has 
written on sex and divorce, Rinki Bhat- 
tacharya on the single and divorced 
woman, Ashok Row Kavi on sexual 
experience in Indian gays, young 
Puru Das on adolescence and sex in 
urban India, and there are contribu¬ 
tions by Mulk Raj Anand, sexologist 
Dr Prakash Kothari and Mahesh Bhatt 
who holds forth on sex in Hindi films. 
Tlie preface and conclusion are by Sha 
bha De 

Uncertain Liaisons certainly will be a 
first of its kind. "We ISingh and De] 
jointly agreed on who should contri¬ 
bute and what should go into the 
anthology. To make the book have 
that certain buzz and to give it balan¬ 


ce, I can't think of anyone other than 
Khushwant Singh for a partner. We 
both have been on the same waveleng¬ 
th and have the same viewpoint," says 
De. 

She is full of praise for the self- 
pitKlaimed symbol of Indian sexuali¬ 
ty who, she says, "has an open and con¬ 
temporary attitude towards sex, is not 
prurient, he accurately reflects the atti¬ 
tude of the people around him and 
does not sit on a moralistic high horse". 

The next moment she sparks with 
anger and defiance when told that she 
has been accused of writing contrived 
sex scenes in her books by none other 
than Khushwant Singh himself. 

"Maybe it is his lack of experience 
that makes him say so, much as he 
likes to portray himself as a much 
worn and tom man," .she retorts. He 
certainly has a lot of catching up to 
do," she adds with that Shobha De sea¬ 
ring smile. 

For De, sex is certainly a serious 
aspect of her writing. "It is the final sta¬ 
tement," she says. Waving away critic¬ 
isms of an overdose of explicit descrip¬ 
tions in her narratives, she remarks, 
"There are no taboos in fiction, no 
rules, it is up to the reader to accept or 
reject. It is absurd to talk about a requi¬ 
red amount of sex in a book. Sex is not 
a grocery store, it cannot be weighed 
in so many words and put into abook." 

One might ask, reasonably so, what 
docs Shobha De, wife of a tycoon, resi¬ 
dent of prime property Cuffe Parade, 
and one who is perennially on the par¬ 
ty list of the jetsetting glitterati, know 
of the middleclass and their sex lives? 
She flashes: "I have had a solid mid- 


‘There are no taboos in 
fiction^ no rules, it is up to 
the reader |o accept or 
reject. l^t|^absurd to talk 
about a r^uired amount 
of >sex iBra book. Sex is not 
a gi)0cery store, it cannot 
be welded in so many 
words and put into a book^ 



dleclass upbringing and derive great 
strength from it. I owe a lot to the posi¬ 
tive attributes of the middleclass and 
have got my perspective from this 
grounding. 

"Sex in my writings is not a tum-on. 
It is symptomatic, of loneliness in mar¬ 
riage. Sex is grim, for 1 write more 




‘Maylie it is Khushwant 
Singh’s lack of experience 
that makes him say |my 
sex st‘enes are contrivedl, 
much as he likes to 
portray himself as a much 
worn and torn man,..He 


certainly has a lot of 
^ catching 
up to do’ 


aspect of life, positive or negative, it is 
there in our backyard. It is a natural 
process. We can't hop off the treadmill 
with all the negative aspects and draw¬ 
backs nor should wc pronounce judge¬ 
ment on it. And being liberal does not 
mean being promiscuous. We are in a 
phase which is part of a cycle integral 
to all middleclass societies. In the late 
Sixties and Seventies, Britain saw 
these changes with morality reaching 
a low ebb. We have taken two decades 
to catch up with them " 

Ironically, she says, we are only 
moving towards the Kama Sutra stage 
of the ancient times. "Morality is large¬ 
ly a middleclass phenomenon. The 
upperclass makes its own rules and 
breaks its rules according to their con¬ 
venience, and it is the same with the 
poor. When we talk about morality 1 
always equate it with thcmiddleclas.s." 

A process of catharsis has been trig¬ 
gered off by television in the last two 
years, according to De. "The invasion 
of Western media through satellite 
links has changed even Doordarshan 
which has started showing program¬ 
mes on controversial subjects unthink¬ 
able earlier This impact has snowball- 
c*d in the last two years mostly because 
of greater access to more information 
by the Indian viewer." 

The winds of change in our country 
got their cue from the Western media. 
Among the recent crop of Indian con¬ 
temporary writers in English, De men¬ 
tions Belinda Dhanoa and Atima Sn- 
vastava as two promising literary figu¬ 
res who have sensitively portrayed 
the role of sex in our lives. "Belinda's 
Winter of Discontent is about a 
daughter's coming to terms with her 


about exploitation than titillation. My 
books give voice to the Indian woman 
since they are written from the Indian 
woman's perspective." 

She does not write about the super 
rich. "Only one out of my four books is 
about the super rich, but even there 
the perspective was through mid¬ 


dleclass eyes." 

Is the middleclass showing a 
change in their mindset towards sex? 
Is it booming more liberal in their out¬ 
look? "I am not an adviKateof open¬ 
ness, but openness is perfectly valid 
and readable. Don't we read Harold 
Robbins and Jackie Collins? Sex is an 


father's homosexuality. This is as 
brave as a writer could be. While 
Transmission, written by Atima, is 
about an Indian living in the West." 

De refutes charges of plagiarism 
saying, "I am an insatiable reader and 
probably there have been dozens of 
influences, but they are not patterned." 
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ARE CHOCOLATES SEDUCTIVE OR ARE THEY JUST ADDICTIVE? IS IT TRUE 
that the rhinoceroses of Indonesia are among the world's most 
endangered spedes and could be extinct within 30 years? Witt Mason 
marry Julia? Do people with seats in the centre of the theatre always 
arrive last? Is there a differoice between the high-frequency, silent 
sound that wdds plastics and the music of Beethoven's Moonlight 
Sotjfta? Did Dharmendra replace Guru Dutt as the hero of Baharen 
Phir Bhi Ayengee? The answers are just a remote-controlled click away. 
Press a button and open up the floodgates of information. Sit on a 
sofa, and take in all that you can—a cjuiz that specialises in the most 
esoteric of subjects, like the state of the British Railways between 1940 
and 1950, a programme that picks holes in the Big Bang Theory, ano¬ 
ther that looks into the rise of the Neo-Nazis in Germany or of the 
Oshoites in India, the evolution of cats, the latest in Hindi soap, the 
newest twist in Bollywood gyrations.... 

Satellite has arrived and information is just waiting to burst out of 
the screen and inundate the living-rcx>m. People are still trying to 
come to terms with a 24-hour-long entertainment system that gives 
you—and this important—not just kitsch, but a deluge of illuminat¬ 
ing programmes on subjects that are as wide-ranging as they are 
mindboggling. 

From just one channel on dull-as-ditchwater Doordarshan to six 
and 10 channels to choose from, television has gone through a mas¬ 
sive revolution in just one year. And it has not been a change without 
the side-effects. 



I Satellite TV has arrived — and with it the first generation of 
I couch potatoes, the worry of the West that shows signs of plon¬ 
king itself in India now. 

The Oxford Dictionary of New Words defines a couch potato as: 
"In slang, a person who spends leisure time passively (for 
example, by sitting watching television or videos), eats junk 
fcx)d, and takes little or no physical exercise." 

The lexicon explains that the phrase was formed by the 
image of a person with the physical shape of a potato who 
spends as much time as possible slouching on the couch. It, 
however, adds that a National Children and Youth Fitness 
Study carried out by the US in 1987 "made it clear that it (couch 
potatodom) was not to be ofifidatty condoned, criticising par¬ 
ents for hot getting children to take outdoor exerd^ and for rai¬ 
sing a nation of couch potatoes." 







In the United States, there are some 
2,000 access cable stations and cities 
on an average have 100 TV channels, 
beaming information and entertain¬ 
ment 24 hours a day! In India, the num¬ 
ber of channels has gone up tenfold 
and media watchers predict that this is 
just the beginning. 

Mrinal Pande: Books will soon be out 


"Very, very soon, I would say by the 
end of next year, there will be 30 or 40 
channels on Indian TV," predicts tele¬ 
vision producer Prannoy Roy. In the 
West, where the blitzkrieg of informa¬ 
tion and entertainment has taken its 
toll, couch potatodom is a way of life. 

"Here in India, where people are still 


sa vouriiw the quality and quantity of 
the new-found fare, it is a trend ttot 
threatens to wreak havoc in the com¬ 
ing years. 

Will it, as some sodd-cultural 
experts fear, lead to a spoonfed genera¬ 
tion, unable to think for themsdves? 
"When there is a deluge of informa¬ 
tion, p>eople stop absorbing it," says 
the social scientist. Dr Ashis Nandy. In 
the West, he adds, there is a growinjg 
critical awamess on this issue, manif¬ 
est in rhe fact that not watching televi¬ 
sion is now nearly a rage. 

"While in the West, people keep a 
TV set in the basement, here it adorns 
the living room. So, it will be quite 
some time before this kind of an aware¬ 
ness develops in India," he adds. The 
first signs of small-screen addiction, in 
fact, have started appearing. 

A lecturer of English at the Delhi 
University admits that often, when he 
gets up for a glass of water in the mid¬ 
dle of the night, he finds himself sitt¬ 
ing in front of the TV watching an 
engrossing BBC programme. An eight- 
year-old student spends all her spare 
time watching video films and cable 
TV—and no amount of parental 
remonstrations have made a differen¬ 
ce to her TV watching habits. 

A Punjabi woman in New Delhi, 






while travelling in a chartered bus on 
her way to a government office, tells 
her colleame that she has found a fool¬ 
proof method of keeping her child 
quiet in the morning. "Main unnu TV 
kol vittha dendiyan (I make him sit in 
front of a TV)," she says, proudly. The 
problem with satellite and cable TV is 
the fact that, unlike Doordarshan, it 
offers a choice that is difficult to resist. 

F ew, for instance, will be addicted to 
Doordarshan when its fare is most¬ 
ly restricted to a story on pesticide 
spra wng in the interiors of Madhya 
Pradesh or a panel discussion on the 
future of India's ties with Mongolia. 

But, on satellite, there is a channel or 
a progranune to suit every nature— 
the bffit in football for the sport lover, 
in-depth reportage on environmental 
'issues for the Greens, the latest among 
•melody-makers for the music aficio¬ 
nados and so on and so forth. 

And with all this freely available in 
a drawing room, other pastimes are 
slowlv being eased out. Before the adv¬ 
ent of satellite and the video, when 
Doordarshan was the last word in 
entertainment, p>eopIe read books. 
Though the joint editor of Hindustan 
and media watcher, Mrinal Pande, 
believes that books were on their way 
out long before the satellite explosion, 
she admits: "The fact that children har¬ 
dly read books is, of course, also direct¬ 
ly related to the glowing popularity of 
television." 

Pande gives the example of her own 
childhood and recounts how she grew 
up on, among other things, children's 
magazines in Hindi and l^ks in 
English. But today's children, with the 
slow disappearance of large families 
and the growth of die metro family, 
are faced with what she describes as 
"linguistic loneliness''. 

TlUs. coupled with the easing out of 
the stoiy-t^ng tradition, has created 

a situatimi which does not encourage 
reading. Little wonder then that most 
diildren would rather watch Sleeping 
Boiufy on the video thw turn the 
paM of the fairytale. 

mt even after die dramatic entry of 
the vkleo/^an avera« morning was 
free of televirion. Ntnv, widisatrilite. 



Ashis Nandy: Watching, fearfully, the 
deluge of information 

there is television round the clock. 

As a couch potato, a freelance jour 
nalist who operates from honfe, con 
fesses, the first thing he does in the 
morning after reading the newspa 
pers is to instinctly switch on the BBC 
"I am selective about 
what I watch on 
TV, but I still end up 
watching quite a 
lot," he says, "because there is always 
something interesting; excellent foot 
ball or basketball, a good documenta 
ry or a stimulating quiz," he says. 


Bombay, from 9 to 19 per cent in Delhi 
and from 4 to 8 per cent in Calcutta, 

Apart from the metropolises, it is 
even reaching out to the rural Indian 
in far-flung places. There are few fresh 
vegetables available in a village in 
Himachal, 100 kms from Shimla, but 
there is a majestic dish antenna atop a 
small house. 

There is no one to man a petrol 
pump at Baghpat in western Uttar 
Pradesh becau.se the staff is sitting insi¬ 
de a small niom, watching The Bold 
and the Beautiful. 

A traveller to the interiors of 


Punjab says the villagers 


are at home in the evenings, 
watching an English soap. 


though not under 
standing a word of it. 


A study conducted by 


Doordarshan's Au¬ 


dience Research 


Unit indicates 


that the trend 


IS going to 
catch on. 


A survey conducted for 
Satellite Television Asian 
Region Limited (STAR) 
highlights the spread of cable 
and Satellite TV. In January 
this year, there were 
11.16 million homes receiv 
ing Star TV, of which 
3J3 million were in India. 

From June 1992 to 
February 1993, 

Star TV penetration of 
TV homes had 
gone up fium 29 
to 48 per cent in 
Ahmedabad, from 
18to33perc0itin 
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%^ftAiefapvfiiim<mly whenl^ type, you ^ to spend just aljout 30 to 

l^b«Mingdut>(^aFOomandj^^ ^minutes on a bocdccw writing a 
,WoaJ^ that the percentage of letter or catching up on some 


;WoA. 1 ^ that the percenti^ of 
:^'l|iiaUty ptogrtonmes'' here is 
’ iliyynaalfy lowi Even the few good 

^iaienrupted by these endless ads. 

' I cimetB I was vain enough to watch 
The yiforld This Wedc on TV recently 
beonisetthadaidory On nyeand my 
lastdly, But even dtat was interrupts 
^ BiePaiiUunent News whidt, of 
course, is equlvident to an ad. 
f' $ 0 , tfiere IS really no escape from 
i|N|idtdevision. 

' The problem with television is that 
Itftcertainiy going to kill the reading 
hld^. Habits char^as you grow 
pider. Things, tor instance, were fine 
when you were a dope^smoking 
tsAtege type, because that was when 
you. wast^ a lot of time, spending 
noors at die bus stop and so CHI. 

But now you need to recover from 
cxfhce when you get back home late in 
;l4Htevening. But tf you are the reading 


•iv? JJUUUiCO VII •» 

letter or catching up on some 
intellectual activity at the end of the 

day. And there.will obviously be no 
space for all diese atptivitire if dus litde 
Wt of tipie is spent OB TV. 

Ano^ problem with telei^icm is 
dud it can also be mesmerising. 
Watehing TV aeates scMne kind of a 
'will-lessnessMf you are in front of it 

arA wali'Kinff a ntncrramme. thon 


yr »*• ** •• •••la » a 

a programme—and you just can't do 
anytwngelse. 


(Uiy IfKtMtK 

Then, I find that TV promammes 
Iwre are totally irrelevant. Recently,, 
again, wtolejnssiiig througha room, I 
saw an ad for Emmy awards. 1 mean, 
not even Grammy, but Emmy! I didn't 
even know what Emmy awards were 
tiU someone told me that they were 
prizes for TV programmes. 

In the West, even though I saw a lot 
of good films, such as Citizen Kane, I 
fo^ that the programmes mostly 


Take even the print media. You won’t be able to 
brush your teeth if you want to catch up on current 
affairs.... But the viewer should be intelligent enough 
to stand up and say: I am not interested’ 






Even the so-called WC nature 
progranunesare^diediildreRol. 
the Davkt Attenboimqha and 
nowhere near the orig^s. Of course, 
in the West, the BBC still does a lot 
better than the odier television 
cotnpaides: But idl that Asia has ia 

a busmess repent, dren a bit erf ttows. 


*My idea of good 
programmes does not 
include The Bold and 
the Beautihil and Santa 
Barbara,,,, all that BBC 
Asia has is a business 
report, then a bit of 
news, and then again 
some news, and finaliy 
the news again’ 


and dm again some news, and finally 
die news agato. 

1 belfove that you can errete as much 
information as you want to—there is 
no limit to tt. Take even the fwint 
Bsedia..y0u won't be able to brush' 
your ^hif y(m wantto<»teh upau 
csii»BEdetos.YimJtevetof^^ i: 
foimetospapers, thendothefadh 
Tfldoy-frent ut» drestit and thm tolkm 
it up with Time and Neitiswweifctofind 
cnit wluU's happening m .Bosnia, told 
after diatread up tltobuslne» and , 

,€«oncsmi^^urnaJls. 

ThereisiioEtidtto.howntoKh 
intocrnattoiai 


















After three decades or so, TV today 
covers 78 per cent of the total rural 
population. But, in just over a year, not 
only have cable and Satellite TV con¬ 
nections reached four per cent of the 
villages, the English soaps have emerg¬ 
ed as the most popular programmes. 

The real problem area is not as 
much the rural region as it is the school- 
ground. Too much of TV watching, it 
has been proved beyond doubt, leads 
to health problems and viewing viol¬ 


ence on television is believed to affect 
human behaviour (see box). 

The effect of TV is palpable in 
schools where young students admit 
that they spend their evenings sprawl¬ 
ed in front of a TV. "TV watdting is 
definitely going up among the mid- 
dlcclass and the upper middleclass 
students," confirms Moloyshree 
Hashmi, widow of Safdar Hashmi 
and teacher at the Sardar Patel 
Vidyalaya in New Delhi. 


he effects of TV on children are 
most apparent. It is an impact, she 
says, that shows up in an indirect and 
still undefined manner. "It is, of cour¬ 
se, not as simplistic as children turn¬ 
ing violent overnight," says Hashmi, 
"but the changes are there." 

In the first place, most children who 
watch too much of TV do little 
reading. Secorully, they lose concentra¬ 
tion more easily than students who 
are not usually glued on to TV. 



UmE HEARTS, ANDPYE 


T eatinftieintetnationJddlnover 
JLrthe negative aspect of excessive 
tdlevisian-wutchiiu are the 
ang<^, and mos^ silent, effcn^ 
that se^ todo something about it. 
One such programme is The hAsgk 
Box which hopes to not just arr«t 
the regressive effect of television 
on chUdren, but use ftie media to 
improve thrir wwlds. 

■me programme, with its 
entertaining story-telling method 
inter^jetsed wfth a wide variety of 
8<m^ artd games, actually <mcoux»T 
ges diildren to read. Now bang 
shown infndia on Star, the pro¬ 
gramme is fhebrginchdd of^endy 
fye. An AystraHan settled in New 
Zealimd, ^ ye»rs in 
mejUafiavebtcluaed ^ngle wilting 
and ©aWfeWnaover 600 tides for 


. mtourage children to turn to 
bcx^,'^ says. Site stresws that 
in ord^ to battle the adverse effects 
of TV> programmes have to be not 
just educational, but ^tertaining 
as w^l. 

"TTtat will help a chfld under¬ 
stand ftte world of reading and 
then the world of literature," Pye 
adds. The producer had cmuiucted 
a study cm tolevudon and its effect 
on fve^school children in America. 
Use study foutwi that before ftte age 
ctf five, a chQd had watched 4,000 
hours <rf,televisi<m in the US. 

''Nthv.thishi really a challi^ge 
for us.because telev&ion is dne of 
the mbst powoftil mecUa. Weheed 
to tsseit ina ret^nsible way, in a 
manna'that helps famfiies and 
cfai]dNh>"Pye^ ys.'Tfwecan , 


encnuri)^<hudf«nfodev#3^ . ’ 
love for booia, lor insfince,^^ / 
be moving in the rig^tdirecwonlt,'^ ' - 
she adds. 

Pye lua often to(Utid hiifsti^ 0»n.! 
television ytewingbe^cdrrb^ 
tod by the feedbi^shegi^ - 

prt^axnnto. ''Wehaveind©^; ' 
'tound that the jHt^iyttme helpain i 


ges. We haye found youngchufir- 
en who watch this programme 
quite knowledgeable hi amVarse- 
tiort, for exanitt^." 

Desfidte the languagebiuxl^^ 
The Magic Box, af^ aB, 
its viewers totead ih 
1^ expects the series tpnaveaiEKisi- 
tiveeftect on Indianddldren. ''il 
have found that all children hifiieir 
formative years, whetlw fiiey ara 
from Africa, India or Kfextob, are 
very intelligent ande^eRfo 
learn," she says. "Oiikiren a« 
dtiUbfen werywheie/' > , 


\ 'TlwreiitifofiBldtafvkrihmw^ 
on fieiiskm," s^s Wendy Pye, 

! add$ngthd there tea great amount 
of Vfosniceevas in poerammes 
< aitocia% foe dUionan, such 

iteeeiitiMhWi Hwe l«v 
ftoncfihed over 
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anntt^l ‘ 

staiTtad gtiifttito «»inr 

**? v '^ -^•' -li. ;■■.- ■ ■>.; 


. conducted :bi -^jr 

going t>wdC'tffl!he‘Siidi& ‘ 

the most lunotiuliijhmte^ %■■ ..t 
dkf^ by‘/jMert~B«e;dtm'ciifSte^ ■; 
ftjfd lWv«aiyl»CaiBfc(fi^ '■ ;;.:;Y./, 
c^OdieU'wett^toieM'aotj^df J 

manirttedeh^alaij^di^ni^f > 
mallet A^erwMd(^«die^ . 
alone with dw dad 
in die same «uy. But' 


SMALLSCREI 


TATidi satellite and cable ndevi' > 
VV Bionheretostay«questions* 
are now being raised on whedier or 
not television affects humm 
behaviour. 

The debate, though yet to take 
off in India, is raging in die West-— 
even years after &e idiot box radi¬ 
cally changed the c£m(»pt of even- 
• ing entertainment 

The fact that crores of rupees Jue 
spent on advertisii^ on Tv is, per¬ 
haps, the best argument dutt can be 
given to undertine that it does have 
an effect. But apart feom human 
behaviour, it is apparent diat 
watching television for long leads 
to sevn-al health problems. 

“Too many hours spent sitting 
and looking ata TV screen obvious¬ 
ly causes eye^ght and back pro¬ 
blems," says Amit Sengupta of 

the Delhi ^ence Forum, a non¬ 
governmental group devoted to 
scientific research. "But what is 
more important is the entire ques¬ 
tion of how something as sp^ific 
as violence on televfeion can affect 
human behaviour," he says. 

Dr Sen Gupta quotes a survey 
conducted by Br«^<mCenterwal] 
of the University of Washington 
which studied the yearly nte^ 
murders before and after TV was 
introduced in the United States, 
Canada and South Africa. It was 
reasoned that the murder toll 
would increase in the three countr¬ 
ies as the first generation of viewers 
of TV violence grew up. 

"The study found that Hie mur¬ 
der toll had doubled in each case 
within 10 to 15 years," he says. It 
wa.s also point^ out tiiat the trend 
was the same in both the North 
American countries, despite the 
fact that Canada has a stricter gun 
amtrol act than the US. 

An interesting aspect of the 
study is that it t^k Into account fac¬ 
tors such as urban&atton, alcx>h<^ 
use and civil unrest. FOr instance, it 
was pointed out that as television 
sets were expensive. White Ameri¬ 
cans owned a set five yeorsbefore 
the black people did. The study 




ence showed the manhefog 
edfor 

enweKinudifessl&^ytotftfed^jl 
dttRisehfes," a >' ■. 

Bitt wjbth evetyriu^mgii^ 
that viok^ on Whsp 
on childmi, there afeesqpfe^ 

Insfet Slat thesefehpiistqog^ ev^-' 
ence fo IsiidBcafe a cuifeyi-lmeri. A' ^. V 
studyconduriedinlSTBl^’WiSi- 
amBetoon^thenoftheLonadem' 
School (tf Ecmcunics, fe acxfefiB.'. 
point 

I^TV viewfeg habilsof 
adcdescent males wetreriudBtel. It. 
wasfeiundthatbo^whoWiffe 
viewers of vic^t TV w«re4$ 

. per cem ixwie liJosly to coo^ 
of aggressioii Uuin lowi^feiMm: 
Those soqst^ of Qm yiewthat TV 
violence leads toaggrms^belw 
riemr, howevrir, BtKlg^.tp9<ili)l,^ 
md that tlw study iwofiidae^lpp^ 
ther observatioit !t was found... 


centksslQwIytobeaggfeSd^ 
than the hi^viewassnniefoiv vfer. 
wer, on the ofow ha^Huaie aBtBe 


vfeweni. 
T 


foat Bis inqxicfont 
thedebme—howey«c'tjacorich»-’.'v 
rive—is stiHoA. Hiwriwsri'.fo. ■ v. 

India, ndrire satd^ 
been sWitehed mi, it triSUniaOrifel.; 

tinttbefoieifeefoKlcanbevvl''''. 

quantised. 


"Among my .students, 1 can always 
make out who are the ones who are 
hooked on to TV and who are not," 
she says. 

Though Nandy points out that read¬ 


ing is not on the decline in the West des¬ 
pite the growth of television, he stres¬ 
ses that there is a dear dichotomy bet¬ 
ween serious reading and mass cultu¬ 
re. "Reading today comes in a packag¬ 


ed fonn and is b^iming to substitute 
the more serious Idnd of reading," he 
says. 

This trend, teachers in the Capital 
add, is now growing with students 
relying heavllv on getting information 
in in encapsulated form. "Th^ want 
everything to be given to them in a cap¬ 
sule, as a readymade pudiya (dose)," 
says Hashmi. 

"Earlier, it was natural for a child to 
respond spontaneously to a situation 
and to think beyond. Now 1 Bnd that 
many of those who watch too much of 
TV have to bs goaded into thinking 
beyond a given structure," she adds. 

Yet another aspect of the one-way 
flow of information and entertain¬ 
ment from the West is the inevitable 

t rowth of a "global mass culture." 

ays Nandy; "It’s like denim. Denim 
is denim everywhere, just as a hambur¬ 
ger is a hamburger whether you have 
it in Tokyo or in Moscow." 

Though the global culture may not 
"submerge" other cultures, Nandy 
points out that it could give birth to 
"strong pathological reactions, as in 
Iran." It can, he elaborates, lead to for¬ 
ms of fundamentalism within a coun¬ 
try if an indigenous culture feels 
insecure. 

F rom the idiot box to a Pandora's 
Box, what exactly has India switch¬ 
ed on? 

And what, the experts wonder, is 
the way out? 

If the problem is most prevalent in 
the school rooms, the solution, per¬ 
haps, can be found there, too. "I make 
it a point never to push my views 
down my students' throats. On the 
contrary, I often ask them to write 
about the programmes they like so as 
to encourage them to think about 
what they watch," says Hashmi. 

At the same time, there is also an 
attempt to promote other interests by 
recommending a good play or an exhi¬ 
bition in town. "We often tell the stu¬ 
dents about a good film in the video cir¬ 
cuit or an interesting programme on 
TV," says Hashmi. 

And there actually arc, if one looks 
hard enough, some engrossing—and 
educative—programmes on TV (see 
box). The experts emphasise that ask¬ 
ing people, especially children, not to 
watch TV is not the way out. 

Hie idea, Hashmi says, is to promo¬ 
te other hobbies and encourage TV vie¬ 
wers to be more discerning. This, after 
ail, is not asking for much, point out 
the socio-cultural experts. 

All that one needs are the guts to 
switch off the TV. ■ 
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: □ Bejan Daruwalla 


March 21—April 20 

The new 

" moon will give 

a biiost to yuur morale 
romantic affairs and 
finances Many of you 
will be planning or 

taking an important journey Children 
and hobbies giv e delight Avoid 
temporary melancholia caused by the 
sun Saturn opposition 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

Your home and Iht 
family will claim mori 
than their share of 
attention Be ready to 
receive visitors and 
rtlatues Changeson 
the pb and professional frontiers art 
fated Tht health of eldtrs will cause you 
somt tontern and n tjuirt liKiking after 
this wet k 

Gemini 

May 21—Juno 20 

Thost in sales 
tommuniiation 
dancing teaching 
advertising and 
entertaining will walk 
awav with the pii/eand 
thcbtHjty thisweek August I*)and 20 
will help giv e you a st nsc ot direction 
Children and creativ e pursuits comt into 
locus and you will be kept ver\ busy 

Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

f '"”' You will bo in the ct ntre 

of a whirlpool of 
activities getting ready 
for a trip and attending 
to friends and 
well wishers AH that 
could drain you, unless vou learn the art 
of dividing your time carefully 11 you 
have the guts glory will be yours Do not 
worry about delayed finances 



July 21—August 21 

Despite the sun and 
batum opposition you 
will have the fortitude 
to overcome all 
odds New 
opportunities vs til 
kniKk on your door in the form of 
contracts assignments a lease or a 
mortgage, and this should give you 
plenty ol hope and encouragement 

Virgo 

August 22—Soptomber 22 

The Venus Uranus 
ojTjxisiticin makes you 
work harder for 
success bxpenscswill 
be then but thanks to 
Mars your iniomc will 
increase and new deals are very likely 
Do expect V isitors and foreigners to drop 
in Many of you will witness a i hangi m 
your lifestyle 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

A favourable 
Mars Merairy factor 
helps \ou to get a 
promotion soaaiise 
W wm an award be 

aUm assertive without being 

anogant and that in turn will be 
rt»']j<)nsiblc for your popularit\ Augu<'l 
16 20 and 22 art the Nwldays August 19 
tarn Alsu begood 



October 23- -November 2? 

prestige 

and partnerships are 
the issues regarding 
which you nc>ed to he 
J extra careful your 
iclatiunshijjs with your parents boss and 
elders w ill need delicate handling as you 
might unmtcntionally do the w rung 
thing Do not feel down and out 


I R T. H. D A Y S 


Sagittarius 

November'’ }■ Of rember 20 

1 his IS the 
time to reap a 
harvest gel your work 
|SH||d . dune indulge yourself 
and pamper your 
JHBlflLJ impulses Those in 
publicity manufacturing government 
serv ice and large organisations find the 
right inspiration now which is vital for 
victory There isa danger ot accidents 

Capricorn 

December 21 -January 19 

VVatchyour finances 
sf this week You have to 

IH V be on your guard so 
that V ou do not 
ov reach or 
overtrade Btwar/of 
fraud and deceit Also get set for a tax 
clearance it ncxessarv The plus point i. 
that your friends and supporters w II 
pitc h in and that w ill be a great hies ^mg 

Aquarius 

January 20- f ebruary ’ 8 

1 here could be somt 
opposition to your 
pi ms You will surely 
overcome them 
prov ided vou have tact 
unde rstnnding and 
patience (cvllaboralion and lies as well 
as a parting of w ay s c onstitule the week 
as Venus cipnoses Neptum No pains no 
gainsahuulu be vout motto now 

Pisces 

f-ebrujry 19—March 20 

A nagging health 
problem could trouble 
vou again Keep)our 
I M • I relationships with 

I 111 I subordinates tiiendl) 

no matter how grave the provocation On 
the positiv t side the re will be a job otter 
a chance to pay off some of your debts or 
get a loan fhis will be an irksome week 





efvcniMM^tcm FhmNoymberyuwr^Aumcwv^ 
4inwil Ox The numbei win give ypu llwttrtmgrii and 


r-nrrr i iTwrrrni 11 ^riTTrirnr 


M$t dioney as 


0 bite month 




IlutQ in biw pladns tneMw 
k^iyf&lMiveanevenuoitnp lie 


OvringtopnsaunonapacB, HBrttag 0 and Junior Whirl tunm bean ImM over —Editor 





























TimTOIe 




NOTE: All arriml and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the da'^, 1 being Monday. 




INTL'RNATIONAi 


£ AmstcidaiB'Delhi-Calcutla: 
ArT.(7);KL-875at0135. 

£ CalCHtta-Delhi-Amsterdam; 
Dep.(7):KL-876at0340. 
Calcutla-Slngapoie: Dep. (4). 
SO420aH310. 
SingapoM-Calcutta: Arr. (2); 
SCHWatlOZS. 

Delhi-Calcutta-Singapore: Arr. 
(l):AI-682at 1145;Dep (1); 
AI-43C at 1300; Arr. (5); Al-428 at 
0540; Dep. (S); A.I-428 at 0650. 
Sihgapoite-Caicutta-Delhl: Arr. 

(5); Al-429 at 1625; Dep. (5): 
Al-429at 1740. 

Singapore-Calcutta-Bombay: 

Arr. (1): Al-431 at 2235; Dep. (2); 
AI-431 at 0100. 

e Singapore-Dhaka-Calcutla; 
Arr.(4);SQ-420atl210. 

@ Calcutta-Dhaka-Singapore: 
Dep.(2):SCH16atll30. 
Boinbay-Calcutta-Bangkok-To- 
kyo: Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) ; Al-306 at 1910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calculta-Bom- 
bay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :AI-309atl930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Loiuion-New 
York: Dep. G): Al-lOl at 0100. 
Calcutla-Mlhi-London-New 
York: Dep. (5); Al- 

429/AI-187/AI-101 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Oelhi-Londo 
n-New York: Dep. <6); Al- 
309/AM 11 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Delhi'London-Toront 
o: Dep. (5): A1-429/AI-187 at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris; 
Dep. (6); Al-309/AH47at 1930. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Rome-Geneva: 
Dep. (5): AI-429/A1-171 at 1740. 
CalcuHa-Oelhi-Frankfurt-Paris; 
Dep. (5): Al-429/Al-141 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paria-F- 
rankiuit: Dep. (2). Al- 
431 /AM43 at 0100; Dep. (6): Al- 
309/AM47at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2, 4,5, 
7): IC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314at1355. 

Bangkok-Calctttta: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7); lC-732 at 1«).5; Arr. (1,3,6); 
TG-313at 1240. 

Catcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5): IC-747at 1245; Dep. (1,6): 
RA-214atl45S. 


Kalhmandu-Calcultai Arr. (1,3, 
5);IC-748at 1615; Arr. (1,6): 
RA-2l3at 1355. 

Calcutta-Ohaka: Dep. (1, .3, .5,6): 
lC-723atl330;Dep.(l,5): 
BG4)92 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7); 
BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4); BG-092 
2125; Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,7): 
BO-0% at 1920; Dep, (4): BG-096 
312020. 

Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-724at 1600; Arr. (2,3,6,7); 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4); BG-091 
at 0755, Arr. (1,5): BG-091 at 


1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG4)95 
at 1840; Arr. (4); BG4)95 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. (6); 
lC-225 at 1230; D^. (4): BG-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7); BG-698 at 1525. 
Chittagong-Calcutta: Ar. (6): 
lC-226 at 14.50; Arr. (4); BG-697at 
2045; Arr. (7): BG-697at 1445. 
Paro-Calculta-Bangkok: Arr. 

(2): KB-105 at 0805; Dep. (2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro; Arr. 

(7); KB-106 at 1005; Dep. (7): 
KB-106atI105. 

& Sofia-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 

(4);LZ-503atl200. 
dc Calcutta-Dubai-Sofia: Dep. 
(4);LZ-504at2250. 

* Moacow-Sharjah-Calcutta: 
Arr.(4):SU-5.37atf555. 

* Calcutta-Shaijah-Moacow: 


Dep. (4); SU-538at 1755. 

$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok; 
Arr. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; (4): 

RH84at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

Arr. (4): RJ-185at 1450; Dep. (4): 
RH 85 at 1550. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah • 
Abu Dhabi: Dep. (2): AI- 
431/A1-703 at 0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bohrai 
n: Dep. (2): Al-431 /AI-875 at 
0100 . 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Moaco 
w: Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-515at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muacat: Dep. 
(2): Al-431 /Al-833 at 0100; Dro. 
(6): Al-309/Al-845at 1930. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Muscat: Dep. 

(5) : Al-429/Al-841 at 1740. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep. (2); AI-431 /AI-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-73.5 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Naimbi: Dep. 

(6) :Al-309/AI-215at 1930. 


tondon-DcIhl-Calcutta: Arr. 
(l):Al-132/Al-682atll45. 

New York - London > Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5); Al-112/Al-428 at 
0540. 

Paiia-Fiankfuil-Dclhi-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1); Al-146/AI-682at 1145. 
Toronto-London-Delhl-Calcutt- 
a: Arr. (1): Al-186/Ai-682 at 1145. 

Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5): Al-756/At-306at 1730. 
Bahrain - Doha - Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5); Al-876/AI-306at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5): AI-816/Al-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
A1-736/A1-428 at 0540; Arr. (1): 


Al-734/Al-682atll45. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5); Al-806/Al-306al 1730. 
Kuwail-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-«36/Al-306at 1730, 
Rlyadh-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 
(5): Al-826/A1-.306 at 1730. 
Raa-al-Khayinah • Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
7Q6/Al-306atl730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Caleutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-826/Al-306 at 1730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-imUa 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. G): 
Al-431 at0100;Dep. (6); AI-309 at 
1930. 


Bombay-CalcutUt Arr. (5): 
AI.306atl730. 

Caleutta-Deihi: Dq>. (5); Al-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1): Ai-6S2 
at 1145; Arr. (5): Al-428 at 0540. 


East WestAirUnes 

Calcutta-DeUii: Dep. (1,2.3,4,5, 

6): 4S 805 at 1455. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 4S 806 at 1125. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) :4S812atll5S. 
Guwahatl-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0630; Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6); D2103 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) . D2104 at 2000. 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (daily): 
lC-741 at 0710, Dep. (daily): 
lC-743 at 1300; Arr. (daily): 
IC-742 at 0940, Arr. (daily): 
IC-744at 1530. 

Caicutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7) : IC-721 at 1215; Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
lC-722at 1455. 

Calcutta-Bangalme: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) : IC-771 at 0620; Arr (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) :IC-772atl200. 

(jalcutta - Vishokhapatnam - 
Madraa: Dep. (3, S): IC-542 at 
1045; Arr. (3,5): IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily): 
IC-765at 1715; Arr. (cfaily): 
IC-766at2225. 

<2alcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6): IC-777 at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6): 
IC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (1,4): 
IC-176 at 0915; Arr, (daUy): 
IC-274at 1845and Arr. (1,4): 
lC-I75at0815. 

Calcutta-Port BUir: Dep. G, 4,6): 

IC-285at0540;Arr.(2,4,6): 

lC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (daily); 
lC-263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 
Arr. (daily): lC-401 at 1205 and 
lC-264 at 2155, Arr. (2,4,6,7); 
IC-262at0800. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi; 
Dep. (daily): lC-810 at 0630; Arr. 


£ No traffic rights on Delhl-Calcutta-DelN 
& No traffic rights on Oubai-Colcutta-Dubai 
* No traffie rights on Calcutta- Shat)ah-Calcutta 
9 No traffic nghts on Calcutta Dhaka-Calcutta 
$ No traffic rights on Clalcutta-Bangkok-Caicutte 
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(daily): lC-809 at niS. 

CakntU • Patna • Lucknow • 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3,5); IC-410 at 
T800; Arr. (t, 3,5): IC-409 at 2105. 
Cakutta-Imphal: Dep. (1,3,5): 
IC-259at0745;Arr.(f,3,5): 
IC-260atl410. 

Calcutta • SUchar - Imphal: Dep. 
(2,4,<.,7>: lC-255at(»50; Arr. (1 
4,6,7):lC-256atl340. 
Caleutta-SildiaR Dep. (1,3); 


K:-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3): IC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta-Olbrugaih: Dep. (2,4, 
6,7): lC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2,4,6, 
7):lC-202atl430. 

Calcutta - Guwahati • Dimapun 
Dep. (2,4,7): IC-257 at 1140; Arr. 
(2,4,7):lC-258al 1640. 
Calcutta-CuwahaH: Dep. 
(daily): lC-23Sal 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6): lC-711 at 0700, Arr. (daily): 


lC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-712atl010. 

Calcutta«Teapur • Jorhat - Cal¬ 
cutta; Dep. (2,4,6): IC-213 at 
0900; Arr. (2,4,6): IC-213 at 1.305. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - Nag¬ 
pur - Hyderabad: Dep. (3.5,7): 
lC-769atl600;Arr. (3,5,7): 
IC-770at2120. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar • 
.Madras: Dep. (2,4); IC-544 at 


1045; Arr. (2,4): IC-S43 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpun Dep. (1, 
2, .3,4,5,6): PF-717 at 0630, Arr. 
(1,2, .3,4,5,6): PF-718 at 0830. 
Calcutta - Aizawt • Sikhar - 
Guwahati; Dep. (daily). PF-705 
at 0900; Arr. (clailv): PF-706 at 
1630. 


EASTERN RAILWAY 


3103 ts-lto lilM^IrBtWMaoWBcpreea ; .3*51 

5li® 12-40 OiitBaBcwtrjCShbiipM)!^^ 4-25 WBB, 
0«p.&Afr;Tues,'T»«MASaL , 


llpV'.'IWiei ■’ 

S 6i Q5 ‘, '4^^ 
$0D3 20-^' 
"8381. fO-tS 


BdOa 10-16 


2301 ie-30 


2305 13-46 


3073 23-00 


43-00 

sooB.'.i^ao' 

3007 -SMO 

■3CS3^'.21-00 
30iB' '-U^ 


■ . IfOUVrwl: Umb .-tM, 

, ■ "a ^ 

ObtiMWtaliiWi .;?Si2 

',..7-66 

BombapliM.vnAAahalMCi . i3f16 ''3bQ4' 

PaoTMi (New DaM) BxiMHkI vie. 77^00' 
Oap8-Viu«naai 
0ep:1l«e,Thum8Saf. 

Alt: Wed, Fii* Sun 

PeorwiNewOelhQEapiaesyiaPatra ; 17-00 
DeprMon.WedFniSuB. 

Arr; Mori, Tuaa. Ihurs & Sat. 

fteldheniexpraae via Gaya 30^6 3X)Z 

D6P'-Mon, Tuea. Thura, F« S Sun. 

Arr. Tuea, Wad, Ttuirs, Sat. & Sun. 

RNdbaWExpiMy via Patna . 12^ 2306 

Dei):Wa(J-.6Sat 

ArrFiri. &Mon. 

Himflfl (Janumi-Tawi) Bcpraaa 11-35 3074 
Ih-WWyr 

OBp:TuSH,FnASat. ' ' 

An':Tuee,Wed,&Sa). ' 

PtalimeMl^ : .‘ D t pr ee a 4-30 5048 

Mon, Wed&Fd..^ 

Ootsttfii^MeewiOrandGbofd.' . ... 7-00 30i0 
lll^attAbba.Tb(itanBiS»aiievia'Mi#i 16-15 30OB 
iW : V 

^tmrllMrDi^raaB' 16-30 3060 

IMhiAnilh'Et^MpAW^ SrSO 3040 

„ 11-55 3020 






SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


Oaparhne 

Up Unaa HOmtii 

6003 20-45 MadmaMatl 
6002 19-20 Bombay Mail via Nagpur . ' 

2660 12-30 QltanjaH^omb(v)Exprem 
8034 20-15 AhmadabadetqpfM 
8030 11-20 KuriaExpraaavM Nagpur 
2641 14-25 Cotomandai (Madras) Bxpraea 
vtaCuttack 

6311 22-35 BanflNoraExpraat 
Oep:Tues 
Arr: Sun 

8013 17-30 .TataSiaalExpraat 

son 5-55 ispatExpraat 

6005 21*00 Sambat^rExprema 

6015 21-30 RanoMHatla Express 

0007 -22-00 ■ Pud Exprees via Cuttack 

8400 19-00 Jeoannath (PurQ Express via NSiat 

2821 &10 OhautKBhubansBwwIExpnns 

6079 23-20 T1rupabEiu>raas 

6045 10-50 EastCoast(HydsmbMQExprBSS 

8017 16-45 PuruliaExpreaa 

D«j:,Except Saturday 
Arr; Except Sunday, 

6322 22-35 (hiurahid)-Howrah-TrivandnirniCen- 
1ral Exprass Monday only ’ 

— 14 10 Trivandrum Central-Howrah-Quwa- 

hatl Express Saturday orXy 

—- 14-10 Cochin Harbour Tennii«M--Quwahaitl 

WoeMy Expraat (via Visaimapsiinarn & 
Howrah)'Owsdayepty 

6314 22-36 OuwalHttl-CoehIn Harbour Tarndnua 
WasfctyExpraMtviaHowrah&Vi'sakha- 
patnam) SsAurday only 

6316 22-35 Coehin Habour Tarmlnua Exprsaa 
(via Visakhapafnam & Howrah) 
Oep’.FriSSiP 
AirrTuOT. 

6520 22-35 OtAMhati - Bangalora City Waaldy 
Exprass (via Howrah $ Cuna:4() Wad-- 
' nosiayoi% 

— 14 io ' Bangalora Chy - Quwahati W aa W y 

Expnsa Howrah ECuttad^ Monday 

only 


Tims On 

7-00 60& 
, 8-10 BOO 
T5t-15 ,3831 
'5-16' ECS 
16^15 8# 
'>'12*00: IgA 


.. 

BNCEBTEEBr l^rourid the clock inlornuttion dTEaslsin HMhmy Ml 
Bautft-Eaatam AMway iraina, pleaao dMa03MB444drln4Mii8nB 
MbiN 208836-44 for aH ottnu InfairmailiGSt for 4nla(^^ 
r»eaiW(N«Qa on Eaatativ fWiwIq^ and Souih-EiNMftt Wfwsy tsSbi*, 
CM 888488-3600 (from 9 pm to 0 pm oil waatataEtPiiM stBloapilt 
an<uNNgrsiu»d«ss»ttadhe«daya).TialnParviePaatWlrys8 t sMi Wi; 






















G reat languages arise in 
great empires, and 
Arabic is no exception. In 
the 7th century, as the 
language of the Koran, this 
isolated tongue of the Ara¬ 
bian peninsula was spread 
like wildfire by Muslim 
conquerors across North 
Africa, where it replaced 
African Latin. It also 
penetrated southern Euro¬ 
pe, where it left many Ara¬ 
bic words and place- 
names, specially in Spain 
and Sicily. It gave rise to 
Maltese, a hybrid mixture 
of Arabic and Italian. Mov¬ 
ing northward and east¬ 
ward, it became the ver¬ 
nacular in the near East and 
influenced Turkish, Persi¬ 
an, Hindustani, Urdu and 
even the Malay of sou¬ 
theastern Asia and Indone¬ 
sia. Between the 9th and 
15th centuries, Arabic was 
so important as the langua¬ 
ge of science that scholars 
of northern Europe had to 
leant it as they learned 
Latin. Today, in all Muslim 
regions from the Balkans to 
the Philippines, millions of 
believers have some know¬ 
ledge of Arabic. As the pri¬ 
mary language of the 
powerful oil-producing 


QUESTIONS 


nations, it is becoming an 
international force in econo¬ 
mics. In 1974 it was made 
the sixth official language 
of the UN. 

Arabic is Semitic langua¬ 
ge of the Semite Hamitic 
group, named after Shem 
and Ham, whose descen- 
dents supposedly started 
their resp^ve tongura 
after the Tower of Babel 
incident. It is closely relat¬ 
ed to Hebrew. The main 
structural characteristic of 
Arabic is the word root con¬ 
sisting of three consonants, 
with shifting vowels that 
carry auxiliary meanings. 
For example, the Arabic 
root that conveys the gene¬ 
ral meaning of 'killing' is K- 
T-L. Vowels are add^ to 
indicate specific meanings. 
Thus, feifa/a, he sought to 
kill; aktala, he caused to kill; 
katil, murder; kifi, enemy. 
Spoken Arabic varies from 
country to country, but cias- 
.sical Arabic, the language 
of the Koran, has remained 
largely unchanged since 
the 7th century. When two 
educated Arabs from differ¬ 
ent countries meet, they 
converse in classical Ara¬ 
bic. The Arabic alphabet 
is believed to have evolved 
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from that of an amdent 
people known as the Naba¬ 
taeans some 3,000 years 
ago, when the Aryans were 
still letterless savages. By 
the early Muslim period, 
two scripts were in use: 
Nakshi, the everyday cur¬ 
sive form,and Kuftc, a deco¬ 
rative, angular script. The 
present alphabet consists 
of 28 non-Roman letters, 
basically consonants, with 
vowels indicated by marks 
above and below the let¬ 
ters. However, these marks 
are omitted except in ele¬ 
mentary school texts and 
the Koran. Arabic's flow¬ 
ing script is written from 
right to left. 

Words now used in 
English: Cotton, co'fee, 
magazine, alcohol, che¬ 
mistry, algebra, zero, sofa, 
mattress, harem, syrup, 
sherbet, camphor, amber, 
apricot, artichoke, admiral, 
carat, giraffe, arsenal, 
ghoul and assassin (literal¬ 
ly, 'hashish eater'). 
Postscript: All schiwl stu¬ 
dents are invited ti> the 
Grand Maggi F'inal this 
Saturday from 1:30 pm 
onwards at the Assembly 
of Cod Church School, 
Park Street. 


t) Who was SwBini BhUshananda? 
(Sunandan Lahiry, Calctitta90} 

2) On which dateof theGi^rian 
calendar does the New Year Day of 
theSaka era fall? (Sanjoy Ghosh, 
Dterga|nar41t 

b) "I wasborninMBhnust^tlBed.in 
GreenwidtCcmnW.Dlay SchboL 
My father was a W«U1 Street lave¬ 
ment banker. Asa NavyfiiCTta 
Wwld War II, I was forced to bail 
out of my i^aite wicter fire, hty 
nickname is Pm>py. Who am i?" 
(Anandamoy D(a,Odcutta 19) 

^ Whidt Bluish foofoall team la 
ftjA namad ‘iW ViUllM? iNinnal 
KaPaMurSackar, Aammoi 1} 

» ana tlw 

Ol^wl^ it in. 


(Anurag Keshri, BapcM 5) 

9 Vijachelav Mikhalichidi SerieUn 
was the real name of whidi politici¬ 
an? (Vikas Sinha, Patna 1) 

7) The human body rdeases kairo- 
more substances. What do diey 
. attract? (DeqMt VacchanL Calcutta 

m 

B) After ffieshooiling^CMqf Joy" - 
came to an end, jRoIafid lorn pre¬ 
sented Om Puri with a unique gift 
for his brilliant acting in the rote of 
therkkshawjniller. whatwastfie 
(Sudtota Ranjan Saha, 
Howrah 2; 

9)WhatwassboddabotA|ah ^ 
Bpffiam's bowling to the 1961, 
CalcatiaT«Btmati^^a|aid ^ 

. Kumar God, Assamtii^ 

, VB Wlto was ImoWA as the Maaqf 

,iim,Cak»ffii23)V .. 
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BRAND PROMOTION SCHEMP TO CELEBRATE 10 YEARS OF KOHINOOR BRAND 


KOHINOOR 

HUNGA.MA. 

FROM 1-7-93 TO 15-11-93 

With every KOHINOOR Saree 
Get a COUPON to win any of 
the 341 Fabulous PRIZES 




Retailers 
will get One 
Special Coupon 
on every 13 Sarees 





UUf 


SAREES 


Kohinoor it a trademrk of Anuj Textilei (P) Ltd., 14 Amritoiia Street, Calcutta -700 001 »FOB DETAILS CONTACT YOUR NEAREST WHOtlSALER/RETAILER. 
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IN UP 



hes and Dishes 


W hen Windsor Manor Shera¬ 
ton decided to launch the 
rediscovered Awadh cuisi¬ 
ne in Bangalore recently, it couldn't 
have thought of a better promo gambit 
than a fashion show featuring some of 
the country's most delectable damsels 


in traditional Lucknow dresses. 

The task of recreating the Dum 
Pukht style of cooking rested in the 
able hands of master chef Imtiaz Que- 
reshi, who is said to be a descendent of 
the cooks of the Awadh kingdom, 
while adman turned filmmaker turn¬ 
ed garment designer turned politician 
Muzaffar Ali was the one who had to 
keep the appctitte of Bangalore's glitte¬ 
rati whetted with the fashion show. 

There were the incomparable Shya- 
molie Verma and the gazelle-like 
Mehr Jesia wafting around in Ali's 
creations, accompanied by Anu 
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Ahuja, Sheetal Malhar, Alison Canuga 
and Sabah Khaleeli. Adding to the 
heady stuff were local models, Prasan- 
na Pandarinathan and Pushpa 
Muthanna, who kept the open- 
mouthed audience wide-eyed, too. 

The gossamer collections in kurtas 
with pantaloons, sometimes with chu- 
ridar, were exotic. The Kaamdani 
dupattas and the chikan work stood 
out in all their splendour. And the 
ambience was enhanced by soulful 
qawaalis rendered by Noor-ul Hassan 
and his troupe, specially brought in 
from Lucknow for the occasion. 

Exotic fare on your plate, lovely las¬ 
ses sashaying around and honeyed 
music seeping in gently, could even 
Omar Khayyam have asked for more? 
Ramakrishna Upadhya 








THE PICK OF THE WEEK 




V I D F () S 


Orlando: Based on Virginia 
Woolf's novel of the same 
name, this is about an Eliza¬ 
bethan nobleman whose 
life spans four centuries 
and who changes sex mid¬ 
way (because he doesn't 
want to fight a war). Starr 
mg Tilda Swinton (who is 
absolutely brilliant and 
intelligent to b(K»l) and 
directed by Sally Potter, the 
film IS witty, droll and posi- 


tivi'Iy spi'ctaciilar The 
costumes and stener\', in 
particular, deserve 
mention. 




MUSI C 


Favourite Ballet Han’s some- 
thing that you’ll really like if 
you’re into Western classical 
musk. On this cassette, you’ll 
hear exceriits from five well- 
kiiown and much-loved ballets 
{SurauLake, The Nutcracker, 
and Shephv BaaiNy, by 
Tchaikovsicy; and Romeo and 
luUefand 
Cinderella bn 
Prohoflevl, play¬ 
ed so weH, that 
you’ll actually 
beaMelosee 
the dances, If 
only in your 
nrind’seye. 

Pliis,thmare 
three oUier pie¬ 


ces by TchaHuivsiiy— OPJMf, 
OP.eSandOP.71. If you 
haven’t reaNy heard Western 
cl assi c al musk before, this 
album Is a great way to open 
your mind and ears to tt. It’s 
far from beiiqi horing, only- 
for-the-inteliectuals stuff as 
you’ll learn. An HMV product; 
Rsdfi. 




FASHION 



Cictslniwd'. There'ssomc'th- 
ing rather chic about stri¬ 
pes and, fortunately, the 
fashion world 
has come to 
realise that 

No matter 
what the 
fabric, if it's 
striped, it’s 
right Striped 
shirts, for 
instance, IchiV 
smart and 
sharp, w'hile 
striped T-shirts kxik sporty. 
And striped trousers, if the 
stripes are 
vertical will 
make you Icxik 
slimmer. Verti¬ 
cal or horizon¬ 
tal, there's no 
need to draw 
the line 
anywhere. 


INTERIORS 


The cream of dm crop!: When 
it comes to interior design. 





you can’t beat cream paint to 
really bring out the best in 
your house. For one thing, it 
creates the illusion that 
your house is big¬ 
ger than it 
actually is and 
for another, H 
makes fora 
light, airy look. 

Keep your floOT- 
ing li(^ as well 
and as for furni¬ 
shings, almost 

any colour will 
go with cream. 
And the colour 
creates the 
impression that 
you’re living in 
wide, open 
spaces, rather 
than poky little 
fiats! 


SHOW S 


Loxv, Dmirccand Carrot 
]uice: Spandan presents yel 
another play for your 
entertainment. Based on 
Jean Kerr's long-running 
Broadway play, Mary 
Mary, it has been written by 
Tony Mirchandani of 
Hyderabad's foremost 
theatre group. The Tom 
Curtains. 


It is about 
Sunil Roy, 
divorced from 
his wife Mal- 
lika and 
all set to 
marry Nata¬ 
sha, a much 
younger 
woman. Then 
Bombay's 
popular film¬ 
star, Vinod 
Khanna, 
enters and so 
does Mallika. 


The confusmn that follows 
IS incredible. Today, at 
CI.D BirlaSabhagar, at 
.10..30 am and 6.30 pm. 



1 F I. F V I .S I O N 

Cross/xw. A new action- 
drama .senes about Willi¬ 
am Tell, a reluctant hero, 
forced to become a 
legend. This 
series follows 
the film which 
has already 
been telecast 
on Satellite 
Television's 
Star Plus and it 
tells the story 
ot how' Tell 
tries to reorga¬ 
nise his life by 
becoming 
a family man, only to 
have his dream shattered 
when his son is kidnapped. 
(Dn Sundays at 5.30 pm 
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Just five 
short years 
ago, we 
had, in the 
columns of 
The Times of 
India, raved 
about 

Hyderabad's proud tradi¬ 
tion of street-eating. Our 
recent visit last month to 
Hyderabad, however, was 
tinged with a certain sad¬ 
ness. For we saw the depres¬ 
sing decline of hoary tradi¬ 
tions that threatens a cuisi¬ 
ne with extinction—a cuisi¬ 
ne that once could hold its 
own against the culinary 
delights provided by that 
great square mile in erst¬ 
while Avadh. 

All is not lost, though. 
There are the rare concern¬ 
ed Hyderabadis who have 
not given up the battle 
against commercialism 
and bad taste You would 
never guess this if you 
went by the monniker of 
their eatery, javed and 
Rauf Akbar seem to be man¬ 
ning the last bastion at Kon 
Tiki. They started out as a 
Fol V nesi an -cum -C'hi nese 
restaurant When they saw 
that the demise of the cuisi¬ 
ne of their beloved city was 
imminent, they added a 
compleat section of Hyde- 
rabadi delicacies to their 
carte. 

Two recipes, including 
Mahi Khaliva, which is 
made with kid /lamb chops 
and ribs and not fish When 
you prepare it, you will 
understand w'hy. 

HvDERABiUllbuM 

HRAAN 

INf.REDIENTS 
2 Legs of kid / lamb (1.2 to 
20 


1.5 kg/22/31bto31/3 lb) 

The marination: 

6 g / 2 tsp Red chilli powder 
30 g / iO tsp Salt 
60 g / 2 oz Raw papaya 
paste 

40 g / 7 tsp Garlic paste 
(strained) 

20 g / 31 /2 tsp Ginger 
paste (strained) 

The gravy; 

150 g / 3/4 cup Desi ghee 
(clarified butter) 

5 Green cardamom 
3 Black cardamom 
2 Cloves 

2 sticks Cinnamon (1 -inch) 

1 Bay leaf 

30 g / 51 /4 tsp Charlie paste 
(strained) 

20 g / 31 /2 tsp Ciinger 
paste (strained) 

260 g / 1 cup Yoghurt 
250 g / 9 oz Slic^ fried 
onion 

3 g / 1 tsp Red chilli powder 

2 litres / 8 I /2 cups 

Kid /lamb sttxk (clear, thin) 

Hyderabad! Dum Ki Raan 


Salt 

10 g / 1/3 cup Mint 

6.5 g / 2 tbs Coriander 

1.5 g / 1/2 tsp Green 
cardamom powder 

The almond paste: 

30 g / 1 oz Almonds 
30 g / 1 oz Poppy seeds 
30 g / 1 07. Chironji 
15 g / 1 /2 oz Coriander 
seeds 

Serves: 6-8 

Preparation time: 2:30 
hours 

Cooking time: 2 hours 

PREPARATION 
The raan (kid/lamb leg); 
Clean, remove the blade 
bone and then, using a bon¬ 
ing knife, merely loosen the 
meat around the thigh 
bone (do not expose the 
bone, merely loosen the 
meat) and then make deep 
slits along the length. Wash 
and pat dry. 

The marination: Force¬ 
fully rub, as in massage, the 


kid/lamb leg, inside and 
out, with red chillies. 
Repeat the process with 
salt, then with raw papaya 
paste, garlic paste and, 
finally, with ginger paste. 
(Remember, each of these 
ingredients is to be rubbed 
separately and not as a mix 
ture) Reserve tor 1:30 
hours 

The gravy: Whisk 
yoghurt in a bowl. Crum- 
-ble fried onions. Clean, 
wash and finely chop mint 
and coriander 

The almond paste: Broil 
each of the ingredients 
separately on a medium 
hot tawa, put in a blender, 
add water as required 
(approx. 300 ml / 1 1 /4 
cups) and make a smooth 
paste. Remove and keep 
aside. 

CCKIKING 

Heat ghee in a large 
lagan / flat pan cir large 
handi/p&n, add green car- 






damom, black cardamom, 
cloves, cinnamon and 
baylcaf, stir over medium 
heat until the green carda¬ 
mom changes colour, add 
the garlic and ginger 
pastes, stir over medium 
heat until the moisture eva¬ 
porates, ri*duce to low heat, 
add the almond paste and 
hhuttno/stir-fry until the fat 
begins to appear on the sur¬ 
face (sprinkling small quan¬ 
tities of stock to prevent 
sticking). Then add rt*d chil¬ 
lies, stir for a tew seconds, 
remove la^iw/handi from 
heat, stir-in yoghurt, return 
lagnuliuindi to heat, add tri¬ 
ed onions and Waoiiio/stir- 
fry until the fat leaves the 
sides. Increase to high heat, 
add the marinated raim, 
sear the meat, turning once, 
add the remaining stivk, 
bring to a boil, reduce to 
low heat and simmer until 
the meal is almost ctxiked. 
Remove the legs and pass 
the grav'v through fine 
mesh sieve into a separate 
saucepan. Return gravy to 
heat, add the legs, mint, 
coriander find salt, bring to 
a boil, r(*duce to low heat, 
add cardamom, stir and 
simmer the legs are nap 
ped. Remove and .idjust 
the seasoning 

It) SERVE 
Arrange the legs on a 
platter and serve with pota¬ 
toes and vegetables. 

Mahikhaliya 


INGREDIENTS 
45()g/ 1 lb Kid/lamb 
chops (2-rib) 

450 g / 1 lb Kid/lamb spare 
nbs (2-rib) 

120 g / 4 o/ g/ifc 

(clarified butter) 

3 g / 1 1 /2 tsp Cumin seeds 
2 g / 1 tsp Black mustard 
s<^s 

1 g / 1/2 tsp F-enugreek 
seeds 

1 g / 1 /3 tsp Kalim^i (onion 
seeds) 

12 Curry leaves 

30 g / 5 tsp Garlic paste 

(strained) 

15 g / 2 1 /2 tsp Ginger 


paste (strained) 

4.5 g / 1 1/2 tsp Coriander 
powder 

3 g / 1 tsp Cumin powder 
3 g / 1 tsp Red chilli jxm'der 
Salt 

7.5 g / 3 tbs Mint 

120 g / 4 07 Tamarind pulp 

The khaliya paste: 
fiO g / 2 07. Peanuts 


Mahi Khaliya 

45g ' I 1 ''207White 
sesame seeds 
1 Copra (drii’d coconut) 

The garnish: 

16 Almonds 

0.25 g /1 /2 tsp Saffron 

Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 35 
minutes 

Cooking time: 1.30 hours 

PREPARATRTN 
The kid/lamb: Clean, 
wash, pat dry. put in a 
handi/pan, add 1.5 litres / 6 
1 /2 cups of water, bring to 
a boil, reduce to low heat 
and simmer until the meat 
IS cixiked Remove the 
meat, pass the stock 
through a fine mesh sieve 
and reserve for the gravy 
(at least 1 litre / 11 /4 cups 


would be required). 

The paste: CJuarter copra 
and cut into thin slices. 
Broil each of the ingredi¬ 
ents separately on a medi¬ 
um hot tflaw, put in a blen¬ 
der, add water as required 
(approx. 3(X) ml / 11 /4 
cups) and make a smixith 
paste. Remove and keep 
aside. 


The vegetables: Clean 
and wash <.-urrv leaves 
Clean, wash and chop mint. 

The tamarind: Put m a 
pan and cfxrk over low heat 
until reduced by half. 

The garnish: Blanch 
almonds, ctxil, peel and cut 
into slivers Crash the .saf¬ 
fron threads with a pestle 
or the back of a sptxni and 
then make a paste with 30 
ml /2 tbs of water Reserve 
the almonds in the saffron 
paste, 

CWKlNe: 

Heat ylrcc in a iiaiidi /pan, 
add t uniin, mustard, 
fenugreek and kahm/i 
seeds, stir over medium 
heat until the cumin bt'gins 
tt'crackk", add curry Ra¬ 
vi's, stir for a few' seconds, 
add the garlic and ginger 


pastes, bhunno/ stir-hy' 
until the moisture evapora¬ 
tes. Reduce to low heat, 
add the Utaliya paste, 
hhurtMo/stir-fry until the 
raw smell of the ingredi¬ 
ents dissipates (adding 
small quantities of water, if 
m'cessary) and the fat lea¬ 
ves the sides. Then add cori¬ 
ander powder, cumin pow¬ 


der and red chillies (all dis¬ 
solved in 60 ml / 1 /4 cup ot 
water) and bhun fu>/stir-frv 
until the liquid evapiwates. 
Now add the meat and salt, 
h/nmmi/stir-trv until the fat 
leaves the sides again, add 
the reserved stixrk, bring to 
a boil, reduce to low heat, 
add mint and tamannd, 
stir and simmer, stirring 
(X'casionally, until the 
gravy is ot sauce consisten- 
ty Remove and adjust the 
seasoning. 

TO SERVE 

Remove to bowl, garnish 
with almonds and serve 
with phuika, iandoon roti or 
steamed rice. 

NOTE. All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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RST PERSON 


GOVIND CHANDRA MUNDA, one o///te 'tmgnijkmt seven'MPsxt^ broke maay from QteAjH 
Singh group to vote for the Congressd) in the no-confidence motion, walked into the Lok Sdbha on a new 
"hi^' that day, and xoalked out as part of parliamentary foBdore. A three-time MPfrom a tr&al amstituen- 
cy m Orissa, and last known to be a father ofli, Munda regaled the Treasury Benches as well as tt« Opposi¬ 
tion members with his uncorlwd antics, and we don't mean that as a ^ur. He is absolutely sure Butt he took 
no money, whatever the grapevine might say, for breaking away and throwing his weight behind the PM. 



Ildivewoa^ien 




T A That is yotir idea of perfect 
VY happiness? 

To serve the people of Orissa. 

Wh^ is yoor great^ fen? 

No fears whatsoever. 

Who what has bem die greatest 
influence in your life? 

Bhagavad Gita and Gayatri Japam. 
What do yon dislike most in otibeiB? 
Dishonesty. 

What do yon dialike most in yooiaelf? 

I dislilw taking bribes. I have never 
acoroted a single bribe in 44 years erf 
purac life. 

What is your most piccknis 
poBscssion? 


My seven 
Assembly ' 

constituencies. 
What objects do 
always carry? 

My writing pad 
and pen. 

What makes you 


Wluttis your giealest 




most depressed? . 0KSIUm 

People behaving 
in a fiithy fashion. _ , 

What do you mmt 

dislike mi 3 n>ur {i . 

appearance? 

1 like everything about myself. 

What is your favourite word? 

Om. 

What is 3 rour favourite journey? 

To H^war and Maharishi Bhavan 
inGhaziabad. 

What is your favourite dream? 

To go up a mountain. 

What is your nightmare? 

WaSd^ idmig a river. 

-_^ I What or who is die 

rgnalcst 

Hove women. 

What is your source 
■ of sustenance? 

laveno 


iunce? I On what occasions 

doyoulie? 

, Only to my wife, 

.anoep^ Whatisyour 
■ — I. . 1 greatest regret? 

; •- Poverty. I have no 

money. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When I was a youth. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

When I think about what I was, and 
udiatlamnow. 

How do you rriax? 

Readi^bodks. 

What do you envy 
mostinodiers? 

Nothing. 

How would you like to be 
r e m e m be r ed? 

By my development work. 

How woidd jmu like to die? 

1 do not want to die. 


.TO 












Oftar valid on Cadbury’s Dirtry MHk 40g. and abova; 5 Star %g.; Crackla and 
Fhiit A Nut; bearing piid’s of 1/93 or later. Offer open at ail outlets vrithhi 
Calcutta Corporation and Salt Lake; till stocks last 





Offar valid on Cadbmy's Dairy MMk 40g. and abova; S Star 36g.; CraoMa and 
Fridt ft Dhit; baartoig pied's of 1/03 or lalar. Offar opan al all outiats within 
Calcutia Corporation and Salt Li^; titt stocks last 
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TheOiloar':''; '> P 
of Money - • 




• IflivespeciC^redticroiie 
(■Sp!iir^,}aly25),r 
would nnmecUat^y buy a 
imnisteriat berti» prefer- 
raMy in die Central Cabi¬ 
net and acquire fabulUus 
sums in deals like Bofors, 
German submarines. Air¬ 
bus A-320, security scams 
and a host of t^hers. 

Instead of diverting the 
amount thus earned to 
bank acccwnts in Swit¬ 
zerland, I would present 
it to the Calcutta Improve¬ 
ment Trust to beautify 
our dream city, long 
languishing under a 
resource crunch. 

B.N. Chowdkury, 

Af^arlala (Trifiura) 

■ We do not have the 
capacity to earn Rs 1 
crore, it will have to come 
to us through crooked 
means, so we will give Rs 
50 lakhs to the persons 
concerned to keep mum. 

We would spend one 
iakh on a week at Taj 
Bengal, to see Iw>w Jyoti 
Basu spends his time 
among capitalists. 

Another lakh tokew 
bcKlygUArds for a WOK 
Mid imagiBe ouTsdyes to 
be thepnand dau^ltcT 
ofW^ 


■’ • ; *. ■ • ' . 

'• .s *' 

•' ' s 

e‘’ 



fr.-j .if." 


f uttownpcM^lDbeiM 
polloecuShtdy. wpieaa^ - 
^ spareosfroinsuchself- 
uentred and Barrow- 
mbided moitin future. 
Kum»CluMmfet, 



F.V. Marasin^ flao: What would 1 do with a cram? 
would be kept in a Swiss well, 

bank so that no one gets to Shobha Oe's answer 

know about il. That way, was a cut above dw rest, 

we would be VVIPs even Ptmluiq, 

faster than Qiandan Basu! famshatpur 

RKkeshiuuiRaskmiVerma, - 

CalcultB Our VlikWSL 


■ We would have highly 
a{^»eciated it if the ques- 
tim was put to the PM as 



OmYksm, 

His Vkws 

■ You could havefeatiar- 
cd anyone or anything 
rai^^ from sport lotoci-^ 
rismttJpwardV Mobile',. 
julyllkWebavehad 
good Jssues Irain yoapp- 
vkiualyaiMlalws^ 
expact iboce. 

Yonrid^ 
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Tkevuwsuf Lalit fl^gkare 
attirdy his oum. The Mega- 
ztne crriBiniy does ROf slm 
mosteflttsviem.asi^ 
apimera from the repMer’s 
outrage. But that is hardltfa 
reason not to feature himasa 
Uptime foreign ear deakr. or 
hts vieufsabmt li^ingent- 
mhTheJactihat'heum 
arrested a fern days laUa is 
no statement on the jM^igea- 
ne. On the contrary. —Edi¬ 
tor. 

Gcttkig Credit 

■ The m usic video, 
O^iaf'NolDeadYei', 
Etcetera, july 11) has 
been maxteby afficoupfd 
thiee: AniitMoi, A^w^ 
Malik a,^ Irene ' 

' Thelmmerisa • ,; . 

editOT and documeKbay 
Mnunaker. The others ate 
ftomtheRImaRidlTeieti-*' 
Sion bvdtuieolfliwHb, 
Thecast indodes, ^fMdt 
ftomMadiwSiive, 

Rahtd i^bidandShveta 


'fsene OhaTf .. 


AI,L YOU wanted to know about that deadly 
sport called American Wrestling. And all the vici¬ 
ous tricks of the trade. Sit back, and have a good 
laugh, you meanies! 

PAGE 4 

IN KUI.U, ItKi, there is a godman, Swami Shyam. 
His clientele, looking for instant nirvana, is well- 
heeled in the main and includes some Western 
celebrities. 
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GOD, NOT 
ANOTHER! 


Swami Shyam does not advocate free 
sex and free living nor does he promi¬ 
se instant Karma or nirvana. Swami 
Shyam's ashram in Kulu comes as a 
pleasant surprise. 

For, its inhabitants are all absolutely 
normal petjple, with very normal con¬ 
cerns. As an outsider one would 
expect an ashram to be a haven for 
people who have dropped out of life 
and reality. People who live in a beauti¬ 
ful halcyon world of make-believe. 

But the 150 Inmates at Swami Shyam's 
institute are surprisingly real and 
have their feet quite firmly planted on 
the ground. 

According to one member, the philo- 


Suumi Shyam 's ashram in Kulu is ei^idently for the well-heeled Weskmpilgrim l(X)kin 


// 


li 


was bom an intelligent 
boy." You break into 
laughter, .so does he. "It's 
.true," he continues, a 
smile lurking in his eyes, "from a very 
early age 1 realised that I was more 
intelligent than my parents, my 
teacht'rs and most of my elders." 

That was our first introduction to 


Swami Shyam. And if appearances arc 
anything to go bv, then the swami is 
everything your friendly neighbour¬ 
hood sadhu IS supposed to be. The 
swirling robes are in place as are the 
buzzwords- absolute happiness, vibra¬ 
tions and the essence of being. But, 
beyond that, all similarities end. 

Unlike other godmen of fame. 


sophy is not one of renunciation, but 
of the attainment of peace of mind 
through meilitation Tlie most striking 
thing ab(iut the ashram is its uncon¬ 
ventional approach In fact, as one inm¬ 
ate puts it, "i'his is not an ashram at 
all, but an institute. We function along 
the lines ot a laboratory." 

The ashram hoii.ses a fullfledged 


Swami Shyam: 'Why ail this fuss over temples?' 



jr 





video setup. This includes cameras 
and even an in-house editing suite. 
The scientific approach is evident 
from the fact that every satsang is film¬ 
ed and documented in the aslvam's 
film archives. 

The high-tech gizmos apart, a total 
sense of fluidity and spontaneity pre¬ 
vails in the ashram. What is most obvi¬ 
ous is the happy, stress-free air about 
the inmates. There is no strict routine. 
Despite this apparent lack of regimen¬ 
tation, the ashramites are (.lerfectly 
disciplined. 

Says the swami, pride evident in his 
tone: "Even when 1 ask them not be 
around when I come here early in the 


for instant nirvana. Bui sorry. 



Abheya (Aviva Robibo): A doctorate 
on the Guru tradition 


no free sex or h ighhrow 
philosophies. 

Anjali Abhyankar 
reports there is actually 
less to it than meets the eye 

I Photographs by the author 


re insignia to be one with her soul, as 
did one of former Canadian prime 
minister Trudeau's daughters. 

Another Canadian with Cabinet 
links is Ananta (his ashram name), a 
fine artist, whose father was communi¬ 
cations minister in Canada's ex-prime 
minister Brian Mulroney's 
government. 

But there's apparently a very good 
reason for this abundance of riches. 

All living expenses have to be met per¬ 
sonally. For instance, the ashram has 
only six independent cottages on the 
premises. Built with local materials 
like deodar (pine) wood and slate, 
these are well appointed, self- 
contained units with a kitchen, a bed¬ 
room and a small sitting room. The 
rest rent accommodation from local 
people in Kulu. 

Jayashree (Jill Rhonsley), another 
member of the ashram, adds defen¬ 
sively that if^s not only the well-heeled 
that find their way to the ashram: . 
numbt?r of students come here as well 
who spend a few days at a time, since 
they have to support themselves on 
fairly limited stipends." 

Do the locals take the foreigners for 

A satsang in progress 


morning, they arc here." He pronoun¬ 
ces not-so-modestly, 'They arrive like 
bees to honey." 

And It's no coincidence that these 
bees are pretty well-padded. Most are 
fairly well-off, but some belong right 
there with the 'Rich and Famous'. 

The heiress to the Cartier fortune 
droppied her designer house's signatu- 








Filming the satsang 


a rido^ Says Abheya (Aviva Robibo), 
who is doing her PhD on The Guru 
Tradition': "1 like to think we are help¬ 
ing the Kulu economy. By renting, for 
instance, we are providing a regular • 
monthly income to these people who 
normally depend on agriculture for 
their livelihixrd." 

B ut there's another side to the story. 

St^meof the liKal people feel resent- 
tul: "Because there are all these fore¬ 
igners living here prices of many com¬ 
modities like vegetables, fruit and 
other farm prcxiuce have escalated 
even for the Iwal people." 

In spite of these* hiccups, the locals 
have ad lusted pretty well to the swar¬ 
ms of foreigners who rent homes trom 
them, and buy their provisions from 
them. The inmates of the ashram lead 
fairly indc*pendenf lives. On a basic 
level, they ccx>k their own fi>od, and 
en)oy the privacy of their own lunnes. 
But Dikpal (Richard laylor), a 


university professor, is c]uick to point 
out- "We try to be sensitive to the feel¬ 
ings of the local people. For instance, if 
short skirts are unacceptable, then the 
women don't wear them. We are not 
here to otfend the sensibilities of our 
Indian neighbours. Besides, we're 
clean, we don't drink or smoke or do 
drugs and we are all vegetarians." 

As tor the non-interference in perso¬ 
nal lives, Swami Shyam puts it suc- 
cintly, "The motive is not to disturb 
what the individual basically is, but tci 
inject a super personality " The main 
difference between this and other 
ashrams is that no one is expected to 
follow dictates blindly. Says Sharda 
(Rhonda Himes) "The sw'ami encour- 
agi-s us fc) think and question, recogni¬ 
ses the fact that we are all adults and 
qualified professionals " 

,As a result, spirited arguments and 
discussions are a comman feature. 
Despite the mewe than ‘*0 per cent 
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lal (Richard Taylor), a university 


Wt'storn patronage, gcrod old- 
tashioned morals are llio order of the 
day. The ashram frowns, upon free sex 
and promiscuity, and marriage is 
usually advocated. There have been 
instances of couples at the ashram fall¬ 
ing in love and getting married. In 
fact, the swami has presided over a 
number of weddings in the ashram. 

The swami's disciples alternate bet¬ 
ween Kulu and Canada. "We stay for 
as long as our visas permit. Then we 
go home to our families and profes¬ 
sions," says Dinesh (Dan). 

But not everybody leaves their lov¬ 
ed ones behind. Many of the inmates 
are here with their entire family, 
children and all. As for school? That's 
no problem either. Most of the swa- 
mi' i followers are professionals— 
lawyers, professors, artists, and even a 
couple of neurosu rgeons — and are 
more than qualified to teach the little 


According to Dikpal there are 12 
teachers to every child, so no one loses 
out on education. Nor do the children 
have any adjustment problems when 
they go back home. In fact, according 
to one mother, the kids are looked up 
to back home as they are more aware, 
mature and understanding. 

But how did the ashram get under¬ 
way in the first place? "You may 
laugh, but it was destiny," says Swami 
Shyam. Prior to this avatar the swami 
was a government servant. But since 
boyhood he was deeply spiritual and 
religious. 

In 1 970 he received an invitation 
from Canada for the building of a 
peace temple. Sewn after the swami 
reached there his belongings were sto¬ 
len. Fverything was gone, including 
his passport and money. "I meditated 
and an inner voice told me that this 
was my calling, my true vocation." 

Thanks to bureaucratic hold-upn 
the swami's passport was finally 
recovered a year later. Till such time 
he could not leave C anada as he had 
no passport nor could he wt)rk as he 
did not have a work permit: "1 started 
to support myself through li?cturmg 
on and teaching metiitation " Once his 
passport was restort*d, the swam* had 
to return to India. 

By the time the .swami was ready to 
return home, he had managed to 
make quite a name for himself in 
Canada. A number of his newly form¬ 
ed disciples followed him back to Indi¬ 
an shores. In 1973, the swami first visit¬ 
ed Kulu where the ashram is today. 
"Initially we faced a lot of prejudice, as 
liKal people thought that we were sett¬ 
ing up a commune of hippies and jun¬ 
kies, it took quite a while to convince 
everyone that we were clean folk who 
had not settled here to corrupt their 
children." 

Although Swami Shyam docs not 
profess allegiance to any particular 
religion, he conducts his meditation in 
Sanskrit. As a result, most of his dis¬ 
ciples have been rechristened Sanskrit 
names. Thus, Dan becomes Dinesh, 
Richard becomes Dikpal, and Barbara 
becomes Veena "This is not because 
I'm l-lindu oriented, but because all 
mention of the art and importance of 
meditation ordhyan is in Sanskrit," 
Swami Shyam states emphatically, 

Swami Shyam's theories find speci¬ 
al relevance today, when religious 
zeal has found expression in particu¬ 
larly violent forms. After all, as the 
swami says, "Why all this fuss over 
temples when the only temple worth 
bothering about is the temple of one's 
mind." ■ 
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When you see 
this on Prime 
Spotty you get hit 
betw^the 
eyes. You can’t 
Mieve that man 
could do this to 
another man. 
What kind of 
vicious sport is 
this?Buty sit 
back and have a 
good laugh, we 
are not back to 
thegladiator 
age; not yet. 

This is 
American 
Wrestling. And, 
in fact, it ain’t 
nothing'! 
AnilGrover on 
the link tricks of 
thetrade 



PORT? 
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WHEN THINGS ARE MOVING SO FAST THAT ONE GETS NOSTALGIC EVEN ABOUT 
yesterday's girlfriend, it sounds like eons to talk about "our days" when 
Dara Singh held sway in the ring as Freestyle Wrestling's Rustam'E>H^d. 

And, whatevo- happened to the Masked Hangman who would have his 
arm pinned to the floor and Randha wa, the other pride of the nation, grandly 
tear off his black mask to showbiz Indians who was the Boss and who the 
Blond Sahib come to India as pretender? 

After a while, of course, we knew more 
about the pretences and the staged flghte 
and the hoopla in the posters where the 
Masked Hangman would scream, "I will 
finish Rustam-E-Hind". 

But, like the cinema which largely gave 
us sweet dreams then, the ring was the 
place where our gladiator instinct was titilla¬ 
ted till the Real Thing, Amitabh Bachchan, 
came on and changed the geographia of the 
face of Indian cinema. 

We were always suckers for hype. And 
American hype is a juggernaut. 

With satellite television and video and, of 
course, American hype, this terrible pheno¬ 
menon called American Wrestling has now 
takejn us by the jugular. Basically, the same 
pretences, only more 'professionalised' 
fights and highly charged marketing or, as 
Vincent K. McMahon whose business this 
whole World Wrestling Federation thing is, 
calls it, "upscale, high quality. presenta¬ 
tion", diangmg the demographics of the 
wrestling crowd forever. 

From the hardcore purists to a more broad based family activity, 
entertainment- cum-sport appeal has made it, for better or for worse. 

It's an empire now. As early as August 1991, an edition of WrestleMania 
grossed about $ 24 million in pay-per-view receipts alone. Of the top 20 such 
PPV events in the US for that year, 12 were WWF offerings! 

When Indian viewers first got a glimpse of this as flUers during the World 
Cup football in 1986, their jaws fell open without any help from either the Big 
Boss Man (6 ft 6 in., 357 pounds) or American Hype (height and weight 
immeasurable). 

Soon, video cassettes became available and the TV sets of the Metro Rail in 
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Calcutta had a captive audience wili¬ 
ng to miss ttwir train even while gri- 
nacing and exclaiming incredu- 
ohsly, "Ahee,sala!" at each 'clothesli- 
lef or 'powerslam'. And kept wonder- 
ng how those hulks at all survived the 
>rutalising and coming hack to hammer 
he opponent with equally devastat- 
ng force instead of passing out, and 
nto history, on the mat. 

Last week, New Delhi's Pioneer 
»age-one-anchored a story by a dis- 
raught S(ima Wadhwa on how 
dacno Man, the Undertaker and Hulk 
iogan had replaced Tom and Jerry, 
Donald Duck and Mickey Mouse on 
he viewing agenda of children. 

The report went on to say that in the 
>ast three months there had been a 
nowballing demand for these violen- 
e filled cassettes from boys of four 
'ears of age and above. "Cartoon 
Urns don't seem tosatisfy kids anymo- 
e," Ravi Kharbanda of Maya Toys is 
[uoted as having said. "They have 
asted blood on Star TV." 

The startling, though not unexpec¬ 


ted, news is diat Funskool toys have 
been advertising on Prime Sports 
channel before and after the Wrestle- 
Mania programmes. 

It is sad, and many parents have had 
their blood pressure shooting up 
because their children are developing 
severely violent tendencies as a con¬ 
sequence of excessive WWF- 
watching. "If s really worrying that 
my eight-year-old son has lately start¬ 
ed flogging his three-year-old sister 
without any provocation whatsoever. 
Pretending to he Hitman, he seems to 
enjoy hearing her cry helplessly in 
pain," Geeta Raina says. 

Even if much of it is faked, even if 
most of it is hyped out of shape, childr¬ 
en of that age are bound to be Pied 
Pipered by the accessibility and by the 
professionalised satellite TV just as 
they are now by themuch more stylish¬ 
ly composed fight scenes of Ajay Dev- 
gan as compared to the choreograph¬ 
ed dhishoom-dhisfuMmt "thrills" of "our 
days" 

That is inevitable. But adults, at 


Appealing to 0te kiddies direct 




least, ought to know that there really 
ain't nothin' in the 'killer sport' that 
they are watching on the small screens 
themselves. 

Idolising of these goons on tapes 
that carry highly negative blurbs like, 
"Crush 'em 'n' kill 'em, every man for 
himself. Destruct ail around you," is, 
unhappily, natural even if the censor 
board of Hindi films objected in the 
recent past to titles like, fata Kar Raakh 
Kar Doonga. 

Child psychologists have also con¬ 
firmed that repeated viewing of such 
cassettes or TV programmes are addic¬ 
tive and bound to induce aggressive, 
mindless feelings in children. I^revi- 
ous role models like He-man and GI 
Joe were at least symbols of good; now 
the more evil the better. 


TA7 WF Prime Time Wrestling is 
V V two hours of action pack^ pro¬ 
gramming produced by the WWF. 
Host Vincent K. McMahon introduces 
all the exc iting matches with the help 
of various WWF superstars like Mr 
Perfect, the sharp witted Bobby 'The 
Brain' Heenan, Hillbilly Jim and the 
always colourful Hacksaw Jim 
Duggan. 

While Macho Man Randy Savage 
pre-sells Mondag Night Raw on the US 
Network with, "It's uncut. It's uncen¬ 
sored. It's uncooked. It's RAW!" the 













commentary promises to make up for 
any diversion of attention from the 
corn on the streen to the popcorn in 
your hands. 

As for drawing in the crowds, you 
have Bobby 'The Brain' Heenan threa¬ 
tening Mr Perfect a bit of pain, "You'll 
be in more pain than the entire emer¬ 
gency wing at New York Hospital." 

Or take the Steiner Brothers, Rick 
and Scott, whose pre-fight interview 
goes; "I'll take their heads off with the 
Steinerline (instead of the 'clothesli¬ 
ne']; my brother will make them see 
stars with the Frankensteiner." 

Have an eyeful of a report on the dis¬ 
covery of The Headshrinkers, Samu 
and Fatu, now managed by former 
WWFTagTeam co-titlist Ala: "Last 
July, Afa and his boys packed their 
supplies and headed toward America 
via the Pacific Ocean. Along the way, 
Afa later told this publication, the ves¬ 
sel they were travelling in was damag¬ 
ed during a life-threatening typhoon. 
The sliip was almost destroy^, but 
the Shrinkers were still able to steer it. 

"During the storm, Afa says, the 
Head Shrinkers lost their food supply. 
To survive, they ate raw gamefish and 
insects until they docked in Southern 
California. The Head Shrinkers were 
hungry, Afa directed their hunger 
toward other WWF tag teams. 'They 
Afa said, 'will be your food.'" 


Study the new situation the Under¬ 
taker is in with Nailz, the brutal ex¬ 
convict, going for him. "The Underta¬ 
ker talks about a death .sentence for 
mo," says Nailz. "He speaks about 
burying me. Well, I've been buried 
many times—’buried in a stinking cell 
in the catacombsof a prison. That's 
worse than death. Nothing that the 
Undertaker can do to me is worse than 
six months in the hole—in solitary. 
It's like the grave.... He's a man lean 
destroy. That's what my life is all 
about. 1 prey on people. Society is my 
hunting ground." 

Or, a report on an attempted inter¬ 
view with the Nasty Boys: "We asked 




The Steiner Brothers 


the Nastys. It was a harrowing 
moment. They kicked chairs, and then, 
they smashed fists into the walls. They 
went bananas. Typically they got 
nasty. 

" 'You little (expletive deleted],' 
they said to our reporter, 'you're 
gonna see what we are going to do to 
Jimmy Hart and Money Inc. Maybe- ' 
we'll do it to you first, you crummy 
pen pusher...' 

"We started for the door, but Sags 
grabbed us...Then he spit on the floor. 
'That's what we think of Jimmy Hart,' 
he roared. He spit on the floor again. 
Tell our story right, or you'll be on the 
floor like spit'" 

Here's a fight report, for good mea¬ 
sure. "Brutus ('The Barber' Beefcake] 
recalled that when his face was crush¬ 
ed in a tra^c July 4,1990, parasailing 
accident, his life hung by a thread. Doc¬ 
tors rebuilt his face using eight steel 
plates and 24 screws. 

" '1 was putting my life in God's 
hands when another hand reached 
out to me—that of Hulk Hogan/ said 
the Barber, recounting how his longti¬ 
me friend had helped him to recover 
his physical and psychological 
health.... 

"It was later learned that Hart admi¬ 
red Brutus' display of bravery—if not 
his brains—in coming back to the 
ring. Two weeks later, the two 
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CALCUTTA (NORTN); • CALCUTTA (BEHAU): 


P-223. C.l.T. Road, 
SCHM-VI-M. 
Kankurgacfii, Cal-54. 
(Near fi^ National High 
School). 

Ph: 37-366315770 


1, Roy Bahadur Road, 
CAKOAfNearlANo. Bus 
Tertninus) 

Ph; 29-3989/3807 


• CALCUTTA(SOUTH): •HOWRAH; 
56 G, Puma Das Road, 14/1, Dobson 
2nd Floor, Cal-29, (Near Ashoka 
(Near Qolpark Bala For Hotel/Golmc^ 
HER) Howrah-1 

Ph; 74-4661 Ph: 660-6086 


• HOWRAH; • DURQAPUR; 

14/1, Dobson Road, Near Kali Ban, 

(Near Ashoka Benachity, Durgapur. 

Hotel/Golmr^arPark) Ph: 4424/25 

Howrah-1 
Ph: 660-6086 


COMPUTERS 
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CHANDRA DATA SYSTEMS 


j4 complete 
house of Computer 
Bducation 


Prepare you for Today 


29IB, Tarichand Outt Stieel 
Calcuits-700 073 
Cpp Moliamniad Ab Psik 
Phone. 38-760S 


Joint Entrance Exam. 

{Ln:|ine('rinci S, 


Clatsroom Coaching. 
Results untformly excsileht. 
Prospectus Rs. 25 
Cash/M.O., Enroll now. 


Bhowanipori.' 
Corrp'.>pO[icJL‘nct‘ Collog** 


ISA S P MuUMijn Rotd 
fnaw Hess Road crosing a 
0pp. BawiwM CbrnTB), 
Calciilta-26. 

Phow 74-B9B7 


Learn Spoken Engbsh. 
CommeroW An, Mehenip, 
Taltwe'Daoaralnn 
(Ladies), Hair Culling / 
Slyl« (Ladies) S Earn. 
Monllily (set oily Rs 30/' 


Bright Training Institute 


{Qwi R«gd) 

M/12A, ItekMtiivar BM* 
lachwtM iMt Ctl*28 (Nht 
K iUgMTram-OtpoO 
Bfanch: SH Retd, Antmlt- 
purl, BarraclipQft.M Rgm 
(N)(NMrSln.) 





DATA TECH 
TRAINING CENTRE 

■ 1048 , JODHPUR PARK 
CALCUTTfl -68 
PHONt 4 /J Ub,’; 








































































vvrestlers clashed. Brutus held his There's this Sensational Sherri 

own, despite b«ng rusty. In the end he "attracted to the limelight and to the 
won by di^Mlification...Money Inc. allure of fame, fortune and fantasy", 

target^ his face for special punish- who has been switching more in-ring 

ment. It worked Brutus suffered a lovers than Rekha and Ayesha lulka 
broken nose, and some plates were dis- together could ever hope to in a 

lodged in his head." lifetime. 

A s they My, it's a sport, it's A report, as prematch buildup in 

8*®- the IVWF h/iasazine goes, in part, like 

Sample this extract from a column this: "Jannetfy took aim at his former 

by fighter-commentator Terrific Terry partner fof tag teaml and went to 
Taylor for sheer coyness, of rourse by smash the mirror over Michaels' skull. 

W WF standards: "Ever since yours At the last second, however, Michaels 

truly. Terrific Terry Taylor, took over pulled Sherri in front of him, and Jan¬ 

as h«Mt of the Wrestling Spotlight TV netty inadvertently struck Sherri, ren- 
show, the ratings have gone through dering her unconscious, 

the roof. Now that shouldn't come as a "She sustained major injuries and 

surprise to anyone. Just look at me, was bedridden. During this time, 

1 m terrific from head to toe.... Midiaels didn't show any remorse. 

"I never pull any punches, and I He didn't call, didn't visit, didn't even 

shoot from the hip. If a wrestler makes send a card. He said he was too busy, 
a mistake in the ring or gets beaten by He said he had other things to do such 

a better man. I'll let you know about it, as winning the Intercontinental Title, 
whether you want to hear it or not....I His excuses, says Sherri, were poor.,. 

know you people don't deserve it, but "She says that she will watch every 

I owe it to myself to be terrific." move Michaels makes and plot her 

The Narcissist Lex Luger apparent- revenge. She says that she will really 
ly has more sex appeal than Florida be watching when Michaels defends 
has sunshine. And you even have the Intercontinental Title against 
female glamour and gossip thrown in Tatanka next month at WrestleMania 
for good measure. IX." 


Part of a tag team fight 



'■Phe newest WWF superstars, the 

X unfolding rivalries and braking 
stories are all part of the lively mix and 
viewers see the likes of Macho Man 
Randy Savage, Ultimate Warrior, Ric 
Flair, Legion of Doom, Big Boss Man 
and others in exclusive matches, edak- 
room interviews and features. 

Prime Time is also the home of perio¬ 
dic specials airing just dap before live 
event spectaculars Wrestl^lania, 
SummeiSlam and Survior Series. 

When Vincent K. McMahon bought 
the business ffom his father, Vincent J., 
in 1982, the WWF was an event with 
strictly regional exposure. From being 
essentially limited to North-East Ame¬ 
rica, Vincent K. had brought it into 
national prominence by 1985. And by 
1991, the WWF was an industry gene¬ 
rating $ 500 million. 

Today, the programmes are distr- 
buted in about 40 different countries 
and dubbed into seven languages by 
the company. In the US. the program¬ 
mes are syndicated to over 235 stat 
tions acoss the country with the WWF 
retaining five minutes of commercial 
lime, the basic rate for a 30-second 
spot being $ 39,000. 

The WWF also publishes two fan 
magazines and, just like everything 
else the company does, the publica¬ 
tions turn in profits. The combined 
monthly circulation for the two publi¬ 
cations (WWF Magazine and WWF 
Spotlight) is over 4,00,000 with the total 
annual gross revenue approximately 
$ 5 million. 

And then there is the merchandis¬ 
ing business—T-shirts, posters, 
badges, caps, keychains, wristbands, 
sunglasses, wall hangings, tumblers, a 
whole range for kiddies in fact, anyth¬ 
ing that you could need or want. 

However, company executives 
point out, "We view arena dates as the 
backbone of the WWF. It's what starts 
the demand for our product in home¬ 
town US." The WWF stages some 800 
events per year, up to 17 shows f)er 
week, in venues all over the country. 

The arena events attract about 8 mil¬ 
lion fans a year who pay an average of 
$ 10 to $ 11 per seat. And these also 
form the bulk of tlte cuonsumers, as 
TV viewers, magazine buyers, mer¬ 
chandise hunters and, of course, the 
'evil influence' on friends and family. 

"We are not a sport," says Vincent 
K. "We are better than a sport. We are 
something called sports entertain¬ 
ment We have the athleticism of sport 
and the characterisation and charisma 
of entertainment—the best of all 
worlds." ■ 
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U Bejan Daruwalla 


March 21—April 20 

Roll with the punches 
this week, take things in 
your stride. Do not 
attempt the impossible 
right now; instead, 
marshal your resources 
and hone up your skills and 
relationship. There will be plenty of 
action, so you will not have the time to 
think. But do not vacillate. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

Secret deals, 
negotiations and 
settlements will take up 
much of your time this 
week. Chance your arm 
and your heart, because 
a strong Venus facto’’ will work for you. 
Expenses will be heavy hut the cause will 
be a worthy one. Be ready to move at 
short notice. 

GenUni 

May21—iJtjne20 

There are two distinct 
directions for you this 
week. The first includes 
loans, funds, 
investments, housing 
and industry The 
second indicates companionship, 
romance and children. To turther 
complicate matters, your health might let 
you down, so try to relax. 

Cancer 

JuriB 21—July 20 

You will get your just 
rewards for hard work. 
Despite some 
opposition, you will 
make headway in your 
plans, whatever they 
might be—an affair of the heart, a 
business deal, a luaative contract, or just 
social climbing. New partnerships and 
links are foretold. Travel is on the cards. 



Leo 

July 21—^August 21 

H This week, it would be 
best to be friendly and 
optimistic and to km 
your options open. This 
way, you Anil ^ve 
yourself room to 

manoeuvre, which is absolutely essential 
at this lime. The employed will be in for a 
change. Travel and long distance 
connections are on the cards. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

You could upset the 
applecart of your rivals. 
Legal issues are 
probable. Funds, loans, 
joint finance, buying 
and selling are the other 
possibilities of this week. Visitors, 
neighbours and foreigners will take a 
keen interest in youraftairs. Romance 
will bloom. 

Libra 

Soptomber 23—Octooer 22 

The miKin's tirst 
ijuarter places 
X emphasis on 

mAc partnerships, ties, 

wt i " marriage, 

amm collaborations and 

foreign connectioas. The 29th and 30th 
are for finances and loans and the 1st and 
2nd arc for journeys, messages and new 
ventures and undertakings. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

Venus gives you charm 
and inspiration and so 
you will be popular and 
glamorous. Money is 
on its way. Important 

_changes are clearly 

foretold in your job or profession. You 
will host parties and dinners, which will 
make this week exciting. Renovation and 
decoration are predict^. 



Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Children, creative 
pursuits, hobbies, 
housewarmings, 
functions, monetary 
transactions and 
legacies are 
highlighted, keeping you extremely busy 
this week. Health precautions will be 
absolutely necessary. Be regular in your 
habits. 

Capricorn 

Decembpr 21—January 19 

draw 

A. will favour you this 

1^3' V week. Mars will help 

you to reach out to 
people, get work done 
and tuse imagination 
with organisation; the latter being most 
important for success Also, you will 
have the confidence and the conviction so 
vital for .solving family posers 

Aquarius 

Jam lary 20—February 18 

The fine lormation of 
Venus and Neptune 
assures you of a certain 
introspi*ction. Expenses 
could be heavy. You 
will probably go 
through a period of change in both your 
personal and your professional lives. A 
journey is also piossible. The 27th to the 
29th arc for news, views and visitors. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

Money, both in the 
bank and in the pocket, 
sliould please you 
immensely What you 
do now will have a 
cumulative impact in 
October, leading to, perhaps, wealth, 
better relationships and greater comforts. 
The 29th and 30th are for contacts and 
correspondence. 




B I R T H D A Y S 


■ d l Uj i ftlf 1 3 b UtRstmlw^Vou fawgiwittvifaB^ 

dynim^ Tliat means a fewfteks wtB have to be tid«en. The 
. riontMtic and maperty front come titto shai^ fcicus. 


4M(mrtt j^Themoon and Ptotoaet the pace for strong 
^in^'whatem yqwchosM Jiiridc/activity. TheopposUesex 
. wQl bedini.wn toward you, poaalUy leading to marnage. 

The moon tii^ Vows and that implies 


'tfw.threeai«aS’Wbei»]^wi|Wde«p^$atii££e^ , - 
wimgoodinoney,orA¥»r«n£itian,l«amto«etjdt«^v^ . . 




mjrmhetfwHIes. 


iiCT, romance and creativity are 


Jl^*ThiswiUbeay<iarofimlM«dfe»i^'tlHin]»totte^ > 
Mars-Urmtiu ptodnK. If matters do ^ quite go yaixt way, be... 
pa tient and do not j^e up. Take cateqf jroHf nealdi, 

Aug$tSi26! Ttwmpcmhelpsj^tewkttriaidafitd' ’. \\T- 
and rivah^L^his tsa^od year fcHtom^^attediaaM^k*^^., 
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IMETABI 


NOTE- All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 



IN I t RNATiONAi 


CAautndaiii-Dcllil-CalciHta: 
An-.(7>:KL«Sat0135. 
fi Cakutta-DcUil-AiMtenUiii: 
Dm. (7): 10^6 at 0340. 
Calcnlta-SliiMpOR; Dep. (4): 
SO420an3ia 
SinaqianOiciitU: Arr. (2): 
SCH16atl025. 

DiaDil'OlcHlta-SiiigapaR: An. 
<l):AI-«82at1145:Dm.(l}; 
AI-430 ai 1300; Air. (5): Al-428at 
0540; Dep. (5); AI-428 at 0650. 
SinfMon-Calcutta-Delhk An. 
(Sr. AM29 at 1625; Dep. (5): 
AI-429atl7«). 

Slngapoi«-Calcutta>Boinbay: 
Air. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2); 
AI-431 atOlOO. 

• Singapore-DhakaCalculta: 
AiT.(4):SQ-420at1210. 

• Calcutta-Dkaka-SiiigapaK: 
Dep.(2):S(H16atI130. 
Bambay'Olcutta>Bangkok'To> 
kyo: An. (5); AI-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) :AI-306atl910. 
Tok 3 rchBaiigkok-Calcalta>Biira- 
bay: Arr. (6); Al-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :AI-309atl930. 
Calcutta>Bombay-Londan'New 
Yoriu Dep. (2); Al-lOl at 0100. 
Calcatta-Delhi-Londoii'New 
Y«Hk:Oep.(5):AI- 
429/AI-187/A1-101 at 1740. 
CalcuHa-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
n-New Yoifc Dep. (6); AI- 
309/AMllatl930. 
CalcuHa-DeiM'London'Tonmt 
o: Dep. (5): AI-429/AI-187at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-DcIhi-ParU: 

Dop. (6): AI-.309/A1-147 at 1930. 

Calcutta-Delhi'ltoiiie-Geneva: 

Dep. (5): AI-429/A1-171 at 1740. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Frankfiirt-PaTU: 

Dep. (5): Al-429/AI-141 at 1740. 

CaicttHa-Bombay-Delhi-Paris-F- 

ranklurtsDep (2); AI- 

431 / AI-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): AI- 

309/AI-147atl930. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4,5, 

7): IC-731 at OKS; Dep. (1,3,6): 

TG-314atl355. 

Bangkok-Calcutia: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7): ^732 at ISK; Arr. (1,3,6); 
TG-313atl240. 

(^alcttlta-Katliinandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5):IC-747atl245(Dep.(l,6): 

RA-214atl455. 

Kathmandu-Calculta: Arr. (1,3, 
5): IC'748 at 1615; Arr. (1,6): 
RA-213atl3S5. 

Calcalta-Dhaka: I3ep. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-723at 1330; Dep. (1,5); 

BG-092 at 1055; Dm. a 3,6,7); 
BC»)92 at 11 (6; Dep. (4); BG-092 
at 2125; Dep. <1,2,3,5,6,7): 
BG-096 at 19^; Dm. (4): BG-096 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-724 at 1600; An. (2,3,6,7): 
B&091 at 0925; Arr. (4): BG-09I 


at0755;Arr.(l,5):BG-091at 
1015; Arr. (1. 3, 3.5,6,7): 8(3-095 
at 1840; An. (4): 034)95 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittaioiig: Dep. (6): 
IC-225 at 1230;%. (4): BG-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7): K3 h 698 at 1525. 
CSiUtagang-Caicutta: Ar. (6): 
lC-226 at 1450; An. (4): BG-697 at 
2045; An. (7): BC-697at 1445. 
PafOHCalcntta-BangkcdB An. 

(2): K8-105 at 0805,%. (2): 
KB-105at08Sa. 
Ban^k-Calcutta-Paro: An. 

(7): KB-106 at 1005; Dep. (7): 
KB-1068tll05. 

St Sofia-Dubai-Calcatta: An. 

(4):LZ-503atl200. 

4k Calculta-Dubai-Sofla: Dep. 
(4): LZ-S04at2250. 

* Moacow-Shaiiah-Calcutta: 
An.(4):SU-537atl555. 


London-DelhtCalcuita; An. 
(l);AI-132/AI-682atll45. 

New Yoik - Londcm • Delhi • Cal* 
oitta; An. (5): A1'112/Al-428 at 
0540. 

Paito-Frankfiitt-Oelhf-Calaitla: 
An. (1): Al-146/Al-682at 1145. 

Tomntp-Londoii-Delhi-Calctttt- 
a: An. (1): Al-186/Al-682at 1145. 

Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calcutta: 
An. (5): AI-756/Al-306at 1730. 

Bahrain - Doha - Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: An. (5): Al-876/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta; 

An. (5): Al-816/AI;306al 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-Olcutta: An. (5): 
AI-736/AI-428 at 0.540; An. (1): 


they may 

■ 5S29637. 

45 and ^ 
J4i for 


d^mths. 


* Caieutta-Sharjah-Moscow; 
Dep,(4):SU-538atl755. 

$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
An. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; Dep. (4): 
RJ-184at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman; 

An. (4), RJ-185at 1450; Dep. (4); 
Rj-ias at 1.550. 

Calcutta - IBombay - Sharjah - 
Abu Dhabi: Dep. (2): AI- 
431/Al-703 at 0100 

(3alcutta>Bambay-Doha-Bahrai 
n: Dep. (2). AI-431 / Al-873 at 
0100 . 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Moaco 
w: Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-515 at 
1930. 


Calcutta-Bombay-Muacat: Dep. 
(2): AI-431/A1-8M at 0100; Dep. 
(6): AI-.309/AI-84Sat 1930. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Mnecat: Dep. 

(5) :AI-429/Al-841atl740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep. (Z>: A1-431/AI-733 
at 0100; Dm. (6); Al-309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutla•Bamba 3 ^Nailobi: Dep. 

(6) :AI-309/Al-215at 1930. 


AI-734/Al-682at1145. 
Jeddak'Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 
(5): AI-806/AI-306 at 17.30. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
. (5); Al-856/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): Al-826/AI-306 at 17.30. 
Ras-al-Khaymak - Sharjah - 
Bombay - (falcutta: An. (5): Al- 
706/AI-306atl730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): Al-826/AI-306 at 1730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-India 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): 
AI-431 atOlOO; Dep. (6V Al-309 at 


Bombay-Calctttta: An. (5): 
AI-306at 1730. 

C:alcntta-Delhi! Dep. (5): AI-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Caleutta: An. (1): Al-682 
at 1145; An. (5): AI-428 at 0540. 

Ee^t WestAirttnes 

Calctttta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6). 4S 805 at 1455. 
Delhi-Caleutta: An. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6); 4S 806 at 1125. 
CalcuttarGuwaAati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) :4S812atl155. 
(juwahati-Calcutta: An. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Olcutta: An. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; An (1,2, .3,4,5, 
6)' D210.3 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay; Dep (daily); 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) : D2104 at 2000. 

Indian AirUnes 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (daily): 
lC-741 at 0710,0'p (daily) 
lC-743all.3(K1,Arr (d,iilv). 
IC-742 at 0940, An (daily); 
lC-744at 15;«). 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7) : lC-721 at 121.5; An (2,4,6,7): 
IC-722at 14.55 

Calcutta-Bangaloie; Dep. (1,2,3 

4.6.7) - lC-771 at 0t>20; An. {1,2,3 

4.6.7) ; 1C.772at 1200 
C^cutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3,5); lC-542 at 
1045; Arr. (.3,5): 1C-54I at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily); 
lC-765at 1715: Arr (dally) 

10766 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep (2,4, 
■6): IC-777 at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6): 
IC-778al2120. 

Catcutta-Bomba)r; D»*p. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (1,4): 

1C -176 at 091.5; Arr. (daily): 

(C-274 at 1845 and An. (1,4): 
lC-175at0815 

Calctttta-Port Blair: Dep. (2,4,6) 
IC-2H5at0540;An.(2,4,6): 
IC-286al 1020. 

Calcutta-DelhL- Dep, (daily); 
IC-263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1720 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 
An. (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and 
lC-264 at 2155, An. (2,4,6,7): 
lC-262at0800. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi: 

Dep. (daily): lC-810at 0630; An. 


E No traffic nghts on Delm-Calcutta- Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Dubai-Caicutta Dubai 
* No traffic nghts on Calcutta-Shariah-Caloutta 
9 No traffic nghts on Calcutta Dhaka-Calcutta 
$ No ti.iflic rights on Cateufta-Bangkok-Calcutfa 
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(daily); IC-S09 it 1115. 

Calcutta > Patna • Lucknow- 
Delhi: Dep. (1, 3, S): IC-410 at 
1800; Arr. (1,3.5): IC-409 at 2105. 
CaIcutta>IniplML* Dep. (L 3/5); 
IC-259at0745;Arr,(l,3,5); 
!C-260atl410. 

Calcutta' Silchar • Imphal; Dep. 
<2,4,6,7); lC-i55 al 0850; Arr. (2, 
4,6,7);K;-256atl340. 
^culla-Slldian Dep. (1,3); 


] ■ A'' .** ^ , 




IC-253 at 0850; Arr. (L 3); IC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta-DUnugaHi: Dep. (2, i, 
6,7): IC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2, 4,6, 
7); IC-202at 1430. 

Calcutta • Guwakati - Dimapun 
Dep. (2,4,7): lC-257at 1140; Arr. 
(2,4,7): IC-258 at 1640. 
Calctttta<Gnwahali: Dep. 
(daily); IC-229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3. 
5,6): lC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily): 


lC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-712atl010, 

Calcutta • Tezpnr • Joihat • Cal* 
cutta: Dep. (2,4,6): IC-213 at 
0900; Arr. (2,4,6): lC-213 at 1305. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneawar • Nu- 
pur - Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5, 7): 
lC-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5,7); 
lC-770al2120. 

Calcutta > Bhubaneawar* 
MadtiK Dep. a 4): IC-544 at 




1045; Arr. (2,4): lC-543 at 10(». 

Vayudoot 

Calcutla-Jamahedpur; Dep. (1, 
2,3,4,5,6): PF-717 at 0630; Arr. 
(1,2,3,4, .5,6); PF.71gaf0830. 
Calcutta • Aizawi - Silchar • 
GuwahaU; Dep. (daily): PF-705 
at 0900; Arr. (dfaily); 1^.706at 
1630. 
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UIZ 


N ikhil Kaul reports on a 
quiz from Orissa; 

"If there was one thing to 
slake the thirst of 800 
school children on a very 
hot and dry July afternoon 
it was Brainwave '93, a 
Cuttack-Bhubaneswar 
inter-school quiz, organis¬ 
ed by the SCB Medical 
Public School, Cuttack, in 
the air-conditioned com¬ 
fort of the Shaheed Bhavan, 
Cuttack. 

"Quizmaster Fredrick 
Wright provided a rich fare 
for the season's first quiz. 
The visual clippings rang¬ 
ed from the Shinto wedd¬ 
ing of Masako Owada to 
the excitement of the last 
over of the first tied Test 
match. The team from the 
SCBMedical Public School 
lived up to their reputation 
and answered more than 
half their quota of ques¬ 
tions. Despitesparks of bril- 
liatKe from the girls of St 
Joseph's, the SCB team 
dominated the show and 
even proved their expertise 
in the language round 
which contained such 
curiosities as a 'Copoclephi- 
le' (a collector of key-rings) 


and a 'Cinderella' (a neglec¬ 
ted or despised member of 
a group)." 

RanjitSinha, Calcutta 33, 
wants to know the origin of 
the word 'radical'. 

Originally from the l,atin 
radicalis, meaning 'root', 
but the Anglo-Saxon 'rot' 
was already firmly embed¬ 
ded in the English langua¬ 
ge when in the 14th century 
'radical' made its appearan¬ 
ce. 'Root' became the ver¬ 
nacular, and 'radical' beca¬ 
me its scientific counter¬ 
part. By the 19th century, 
the word had acquired the 
additional meanings of 
'fundamental' and 'tho¬ 
rough', and Samuel John¬ 
son, apparently fond of the 
word, wrote variously of 
'radical vigouri, the 'radi¬ 
cal idea' and 'radical 
corruption'. 

However, its political 
usage is generally attribut¬ 
ed to Charles James Fox, 
who at theend of that centu¬ 
ry, with memories of the 
American and French revo¬ 
lution still fresh, declared 
that 'radical reform' was 
necessary in Britain. Politi- 



tt is ihehmbi which 




. . The 

jhBii steel-Uke 


. p^bperiks. Once 
pHU&kd out,it is 
•mn^begted, to give 
be^thedrnmona. 


cal agitators were divided 
as 'radicals', that is, 'rooter- 
outers' of evil. But after the 
great reform Bill of 1832 
was finally passed, refor¬ 
mers and radicals were 'in' 


and accepted if not exactly 
established. In the US, the 
word had a varied career 
and 'radical', virtually the 
equivalent of 'socialist' or 
'revolutionary', exists side 
by side with the term 'radi¬ 
cal right' indicating, of 
course, 'extreme right- 
wing politics'. 

Toton Dasgupta reports 
on a sports quiz organised 
by Ballygungc Bayam 
Samity. The letter really got* 
dclay^ in the post. The 
quiz was held almost three 
months ago! 

Nevertheless, for the 
record, Rotaract Club won 
the fifth open air quiz 
which was conducted by 
Dr Pallav Basu Mallick. 
Eminent sportsmen of the 
city graced the occasion 
where rain was the only 
spoilsport. 

Postscript: The ever popu¬ 
lar Bournvita Quiz. Contest 
(classes IV to VII) will be 
held in Hyderab.id, Bom¬ 
bay, Delhi, Bangalore, 
Madras and Calcutta. 
Watch this space for dates, 
details. 



















JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KAUFMAN 



HOCUS-FOCUS 



CAN VOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thw« mm at ImM Nx dHtor- 
ancM M draanng MaVii baiwMn tap and boitam panata How 
qutcMy can you Hnd ttwni? Chock a n g w a w wdh ihoao iMtaw. 

Mioiuf n uma '9 SuiMiui a* iiinuuag'«'Miegs aw taxoais > 
luawHta R MWd e widuw R anpu‘9'fluiNiui R OHMi pag - 1 :Mauoiaiiia 



FIND TWMSl Two ol mo atgtn flourao abow look anough aWw 10 
ta iwhw. Whkm two? Skidy mam vary oaraMy. 


miSH STEWt Clancy ionad down Na ago. doublad K, addad 
flva, muttlpliod mr SO, adcM hla kicky number (undw 100). and 
subtractad 2S0. Raauk: Ctancy** apa at Ml. lucky numbar al 
right. Qivottatry. 


nNPOINT RECKONING 

Deoonitiona at Danny'a birthday 
parly included a total of 14 brightly 
coloured balloons. Alas, before the 
party was over, Danny's friends 
Matt, Kevin and Adria had broken 
them all. 

Malt broke half of the balloons 
plus one. 

Kevin broke half of the raat plus 
one. 

And Adria finished than off by 
breaking half of the rest plaa one. 

Question: How many balloons 
did each of the party guests break? 

Remember, there were 14 bal¬ 
loons all told. Three party guests 
did them in. 

Time limit: 3 minutes. 

Try puzzling it out. 

OM4 wpv puv'ina| uiA«]|'ath* efaiq iwni 


P-Q TESTER] Miitd your Pa 
and Qa in this exercise. 
Ot^ect is to identify four 
wc^, two beginning with P 
and two begin^g with Q, as 
shown in tiw diagram. 

One P-word has four let* 
teis, and die other has five. 
Likewise, one Q-word hits 
four letters and the other has 
five. 

Smply unscramble letters 
shown to spell out words. 
See if ^ou can find all four 
words in less than 2 minutes. 


ISIS' 




HAT! OFFI Mareh 


LLbrasm. 


whNle and St PaMcfc'a Day alien go hand hi 
by number: 1—Rad. 2—U. Mue. 3—TeNow. 4-> 
a. I Qrae n . 7—Dk. brawn. t—Ok. blua. 


SPELLBINDER 


KORE to points lor using all the 
lelters in the word b elow to form 
two comphric words 

AIRSPEED 


THEN score 3 potoft each tor all 
words of tour laitars er nwro 
found among ihe leltors. 

Try to scare at laasl 19 pel oh . 

'jMi MioMMi 

























































GARFIELD ■ JIM DAVIS 




























































/ NOW WHO 
fCOULO THAT 
BE ?;-' 
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LOOK, OSCAR,'vOU 
JUST called POR 
PH/L.RieWT? THERE'S 
MO MAX HERE 
tm EITHER/ 




imP'; ‘ ' 

F/if «/ .J «, ‘M 


,1? ... 

I'-; ..-,.1'*. ;-'‘Ai ■,,:> 
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LOOK, OSCAR / IP 
YOU WANT PHIL, 
MAX AND STANLEY 
WHY DO VOU KEEP 
CALLIN6 THE SAME 
NUMBER ?! 
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Try Licking 
That! 


T ake a bow, Zianjeer. 
Our terriHc little 
cover boy (April 25), 
initiallv christened Ginger, 
and which name got cor¬ 
rupted to Zanjeer (and 
that's the only sign of cor¬ 
ruption in this supercop, 
by the way) has again had 
his day. 



The Changing Face of Computer Science 


I n Hindi movies of even 
the last decade, the 
hero's mother or the 
heroine's hubby would 
come alive towards the end 
of the bJiajart while it built 
up to a crescendo. Bombay 
films didn't need any mira¬ 
cle cures or anti-ulcer 
drugs, thank you. 

But, when either the hero 
or heroine died off-screen 
and midway of the shoo¬ 
ting, then even God could¬ 
n't help the producer; he 
would either have to aban¬ 


don the project or reshoot 
with a changed star cast. 

Some clever makeup arti¬ 
st might have suggested a 
mask or a look-alike 
(remember when Uttam 
Kumar died during Ogo 
Bikihu Sundari, they had to 
use hair stylist Hakim to 
impersonate him and the 
director took long shots of 
Hakim on horseback, long 
liveMahanayak). 

If I.S. Juhar had been 
alive, he might have dis¬ 
covered a Shahi Kapoor or 



Rakesh Khanna or even a 
Sev Anand to replace the 
originals. 

But please, just try, 
please and imagine Vijay 
Tulsimix' Saxena playing 
Vijay Kumar Srivastava m 
Shahfnshali or V'ljay Dina- 
nath Chauhan, /xxira naam, 
in Afinecfiatb, and you 
know if that would work 
out! 

Now, with Multimedia 
being brought to India by 
Brindhyamoyee Technolo¬ 
gy Private Limited, at least 
this problem is solved. 

Breaking the frontiers of 
science in a somewhat 
frightening manner, this 
computer technology is not 
going to let you be the same 
again. Take Divya Bharati 
who died prematurely and 
left many films incomplete. 
With Multimedia, the pro¬ 
ducers won't die a prematu¬ 
re death, too. 

Among the multitude of 
things that Multimedia can 
do, this is just one: the pro¬ 
ducers will shoot with a 
physically similar double 
and then in the editing 
room, the double's head 
can be replaced by Divya's, 
I using her previous films as 
I a source. Any kind of 
I makeup and costumes and 
V colours can be added and 


In hometown Bombay 
recently, dear old Zanjeer 
of the city bomb squad was 
honoured by the Inner 
Wheel Club. They issued a 
certificate of honour for the 
great service, and for going 
beyond the hours of regu¬ 
lar duty, to the sniffer dog 
who put his nose to the 
grind in the aftermath of 
the Great Bombay Blasts in 
mid-March. 

Not only risking his heal¬ 
th, but also his life. We love 
you, Zanjeer, but down 
boy, down. 

not only these, even the sub¬ 
tle or not-so-subtle expres¬ 
sions required for any parti¬ 
cular scene! 

There is a technique by 
which you can project your¬ 
self into the screen and see 
yourself doing a fight 
scene, instead of Peter, 
with Amitabh Bachchan in 
DmiWiir' 

As with any good thing, 
there is the darker side 
You've heard of fabulous 
makeup done on famous 
actors playing Hiller or 
Marilyn Monroe. Now, 
you need only Multimedia 
and you will have Hitler or 
Monroe alive! 

The sad part is: you have 
also heard of famous film¬ 
stars doing blue films. But 
all those were rumours; 
somebody knew somebo¬ 
dy who knew somebody 
else that somebody had 
seen, pssst!, Parveen Babi 
or Mumtaz or Sridevi or 
Aneeta Ayoob or whoever 
in a "triple". 

That could have been 
bunk, but now? What's to 
stop you watching a video 
cassette showing you your¬ 
self in a torrid scene with 
Juhi Chawla? Or, worse, 
what's to stop you from see¬ 
ing a XXX film with Ravee- 
na Tandon and Sunjay 
Dutt? 

Time for a break. And 
some shudders. 


Anil Grover 




THE PICK OF THE WEEK 




V I D F. O S 


¥lflufiLm»GatloDoWlth 
JIT^NIiMltohappmMHMtl- 
iMl But, thte Itaw, tkt panon 
In qMetUon it mrUi making a 
MograpMcal Mm on. 

Yat, iMa movit 
la baaad on tha 
Ufa of Tina Tnr^ 
nor, rack 
music’tmoat 
walHinoini 
famalaaillalo. 

Starring Angala 
Baaaat (Mal¬ 
colm JQ at Una 
TumarandUnir- 
enca Flshburna 
at ike Tiirnar 
Iherkonibla 
kiithand), IMt 
fUmkatbaan 
ratted by Una 
hartatfandyoucan 
be aura that araiy detail it cor¬ 
rect And, at an added bonut, 
you can bMr tha divine Mt Tur¬ 
ner on the toimdtrack. 





MUSIC 


Duran Duran: Well, well 
well! Here they are again. 
Once knt)wn for their 
weird music and even weir¬ 
der music videos, Duran 
Duran have come back 
with a bang. This new, 
untitled album (unofficial¬ 



ly dubbed The Wedding 
Album') shows that they 
haven't lost their touch. 

The line-up has changed 
somewhat—both Roger 
and Andy Taylor are mis¬ 
sing, and someone called 
Warren Cuccurullo 

has joined 
up— but the 
band remains 
what it has 
always stood 
for in the 
world of 
music. This 
album inclu¬ 
des their hit, 
'Ordinaty 
world, which is 
extraordinary 
and the rest of 
the tracks, 
such as None 0 / 
the above,Femme 
fatale, Drowning man and To 
whom it may concern are just 
as good. An HMV product; 
Rs46. 


T F L F V I S I O N 

LookatUm 
Koanifyou’ra 
kilo modoHing, 
thonhora’sa 
way to make 
youneif totally 
and utterly 
iaaioue. Satel¬ 
lite Televition’e 
Star Plus is 
showing a speci¬ 
al documentary 
covering the 
‘Look of the 
Year Contest’. 

The winner of this contest 
land there are 357,000 con¬ 
testants from 45 countries) 
wins a top modelling contract 
This conM has launched the 
careen of such supermodels 
as Cindy Crawford. And no 
wonder! This evening atS pm. 
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art 


Oramaffcarf/; 
Now this is really 


look forward to. 

SukumarChat- 
toilae,oneof 
the country’s 
foremost arti¬ 
sts, wM be hold¬ 
ing an exhibition 
ofhisworfcsattbeChitra- 
koot Art Gaileiy, from August 
25 to September 5, between 3 
and 8 pm daily. The theme is 
‘Irttoraction Between Man and 
Nature’. Chattoriee, who is the 
chief artist with ThoNto- 
duston Thnes, has won several 
nathmal awmdsfbrexceOen- 
ce. His works are hidd and 
intense, and win not faH to 
nmveyou. 






H O. L I D A Y .S 

Himalayan holiday: So here 
we are at the planning 
stage for the Puja holidays. 
Where do we go? Well, 
Royal Touch Holiday 
Bhutan is 
offering a few 
package tours 
you could 
choose from. 
One combines 
Bhutan and 
Nepal, for 
seven nights 
and eight days 
(four nights in 
Nepal and 
three in Bhu¬ 
tan). Then 
there are three 
tours for Bhutan onlv, 
the first two covering 
Phuntsoling, Thimphu and 
Paro, and the third cover¬ 
ing Thimphu, Paro, Punak- 
ha and Dochala. Again, 
there are two tours tor 
Nepal onh', one exclusive¬ 


ly covering 
iUthmandu 
and the other 
taking in Bok¬ 
hara and Dhu- 
likhel as well. 
Sounds like a 
great way to 
spend the holi¬ 
days, doesn't 
it? Royal 
Touch Holiday 
Bhutan at Tivoli Court has 
all the details. 



FASHION 


WhjfkiMh 
Wanttoiook 
drape-dead gor¬ 


geous? Then 

mm. 

knotupa 


sarong, which is 

this year's suc- 


cesiM skirt— 



long and fluid— 
gone ethnic! Bh- 
nlc, of course, is 
veryin!5eiecta 
flowing piece of 
tobric,wrapit 
around your 
waist, tucking it 
into tlm waist- i.",- 
bandofapak-of 
cycling shorts 
and add a bett. Or, 
you could stanpiy knot two 
ends of the material behind 
your waist. Wear it with a 
tight, slinky top for the best 
effect 







Very few 
male ccxjks, 
amateur or 
professiona- 
1, can boast 
of a tan- 
door at 
home. 

What most have is a char¬ 
coal grill. Not only is the 
contraption a vehicle for 
every amateur to show'case 
his cooking skills, but also 
an an\’il where almost any¬ 
one can forge simple and 
yet delechible masterpieces 
For this and the coming 
week, 1 earn Kasoi — Push- 
jH’sh Pant and Raminder 
Malhotra, who are this 
column's co-authors on 
almost everj'thing culi¬ 
nary has spawned four 
good les for all you wondei - 
fill cooks out there. 


Harabhunn.^ 

JHINGA 

INklREI ntNTS 

?() Prawns imedumP 

The paste: 

7?ig/l 1/7iup(,'oriander 
VS g/' 1 cup Mint 
2f ireen chillies 

The first marination: 

to g / 3 tsp tiarlic paste 
(strained) 

20 g/3 I /2 tsp Ginger paste 
(strainisJ) 

60 ml/ 1/4 cup Lemon juice 
Salt 

The second marination: 

30 ml/2 tbs C iHiking oil 
30 ml/I o/Cream 
4 5g/l 1/2 tsp 
Pomegranate powder 
3ml/1 tsp Mint CAlract 
(bottled) 

Salt 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1 hour 
Cooking time: .S-6 minutes 

PREPARATION 

The prawns: Shell, 
devein, wash and pat dry. 

The paste: Clean, wash 
and roughly chop corian¬ 
der and mint. Remove 
stems, w'ash, slit, deseed 
and roughly chop green 
chillies. Put these ingredi ■ 
ents in a blender, add 60 


ml/1 /4 cup of water and 
make a smooth paste. 
Remove and keep aside. 
Ideally, the paste should be 
made w'ith filbatta. 

The first marination: 

Mix all the ingredients, 
evenly rub the prawns with 
this marinade and reserve 
for 15 minutes. 

The second marination: 
Mix all the ingredients with 
the paste, evenly rub the 
prawns with this marinade 
and reserve for 15 minutes 


COOKING 
Skewer the prawns from 
head to tail and then grill 
over medium heat, turning 
and basting with butter at 
regular intervals until cook¬ 
ed (approx. 5-6 minutes) 
Altemativciv, heat 12.5 g/1 
tbs of butter and )5ml/l 
tbs of cooking oil in a frying 
pan and grill the prawns 
for the same length of time 
The prawns can also bt> 
roasted in a medium hot 
tamifxir, also for the same 
length of time 


Hara Bhunna Jhinga 
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Bhunna Subz Tmka 


Bhdnnasubz 

TINKA 

INCiREDIENTS 

12 cubes (l"x 1 "x I /2") 

12 Button mushrooms 

3 C apsicum (large) 

2 slices Pineapple (canned) 

1 Onion (large) 

2 Tomatoes (large) 

The marination: 

60 ml/1 /4 cup White wine 
30 ml /2 tbs C\xjking oil 

4 sprigs Dill 

3 g/1 tsp Pomegranate 
pcjwder 

3 g/1 tsp Amchur (mango 
powder) 

3 g/1 tsp Yellow chilli 


powder 

1 g/1 /2 tsp Shahi fecra 
(black cumin seeds) 

Salt 

Tomato 
Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 45 
minutes 

Cooking time; 4-5 minutt*s 

PRHPARATKW 
The mushrooms: 
Remove the earthy base of 
the stalks, wash in running 
water to remove grit, drain, 
blanch in salti'd Ixiiling 
water for 2 minutes, drain, 
reserve in iced water and 
drain again at the time of 
marination. 


The capsicum: Remove 
stems, wash, halve, des^vd 
and cut ipto 1 ” square 
pieces. 

The pineapple: Hold 
aloft to drain the syrup and 
cut each slice into quarti'rs. 

The onions: Peel, wash, 
cut into 3 wedges (as you 
do with lemons) and then 
separate and reserve 16 
layers. 

The tomatoes: Remove 
eyes, wash, quarter, 
remove the pulp and cut 
into 1" square pieces. 

The marination: Mix ail 
the ingredients, rub ail the 
ingredients with this ntari- 
nade and reserve for 15 
minutes. 


CXXTKINC'. 

Skewer as follows, 
onion, tomato, pineapple, 
fiumvr, mushroom and cap¬ 
sicum and so forth, ending 
with an onion layer and 
using 3 pieces of each of the 
other ingredients on 1 ske¬ 
wer, and then grill over 
medium heat, turning at 
regular intervals until cook¬ 
ed (approx. 4-5 minutes). 
Alternatively, heat 12.5 g/1 
tbs of butter and 15 ml/1 
tbs of axiking oil in a frying 
pan and grill the ^shlik for 
the same length of time. 

NOTE; All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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KAMAL SIDHU is the exciting little spark on Star TV, about whom you read in the Magazine of July 18. 


W hat is yourjdea of perfect 
happiness? 

Being fairly happy with ytnirself 
and who you are. Then, you obtain 
other goals for happiness. 

What is your g;reatest fear? 

Swimming in the ocean (one of my 
loves) and being attacked by a shark (a 
problem existing and in the eye of the 
people of Hong Kong at the present 
moment, serious). 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

My nmm and dad. They always 
cna»uraged and supported me in 
pursuing my interests and never 


pushed me in what 1 wasn't 
interested. They taught me about 
believing in myself. 

What do you dislike most in others? 
Superhciality. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 

Can, at times, not be patient with 
myself. 

M/hit is your most precious 
possession? 

My track and field spikes. 

What objects do you alwa)r5varTy? 
My gym gear. 

What makes you most depressed? 
Monotony. 


What^H^^ do you most 



What brings 
tears to your eyes? 


A smack on 
my butt 



What has been 
your most 
carefree moment? 


Riding on the 
backs of dolphins 


dislike on your appearance? 

The angle at which my eyes are 
tilted, a degree or two off. 

What is your favourite word? 

]ambc) (hello, in Swahili). 

What is your favourite journey? 

My first experience on the African 
safari. 

What is your favourite dream? 

Anything that causes me to smile in 
my sleep. 

What is your nightmare? 

Being stuck in a cage. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

Escape through sport and physical 
activity. 

What is your source 
of sustenance? 

The love of living 
life. 

On what occasions 
do you lie? 

When 1 don't 
know the tmth. 

What is your 
greatest regret? 

Played one game 
of competition 
basketball Uxi many, 
which caused my 
knot' injury and 
made my track and 
field career suffer. 


What has been your 
happiest moment? 

[She clmiged it io 
'nuKt carefree 
moment'.} Riding on 
the backs of dolphins. 
What brings tears to 
your eyes? 

A smack on my 
butt. 

How do you relax? 

Go workout or go 
for a run, then chill 
out. 

What do you envy 
most in others? 

Tlwir ability to be 
patient, especially 
with me. 

How would you like 
to be remembered? 

INa comment.] 

How would you like 
to die? 

[Mocommeiif.] 
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Swamy <left) and Aiyan Used to getting crorm... 


Not Cricket? 

■ When the first Test 
match between India and 
Sri Lanka was to commen¬ 
ce on July 17, all of us 
expected that your July 18 
issue would focus on the 
Indian cricket team's tour. 

But all we got was that 
extract ('A Choice of 
Nightmares') from Vilas 
Sarang's book and a featu¬ 
re on Kamal Sidhu and 
John Moorhead. 

B.N. Bose, 

Calcutta 

■ Vilas Sarang's .sensitive 
writing made one wish 
the extract would go on 
and on. 

Etisa Patnaik, 

Berhampore (Orissa) 


■ After reading the 
cover story ('A Choice 
of Nightmares') 1 felt 
that the best place to be 
was in one's native 
country. 

PrahUiid Agarwala, 

Nadia (W.B.) 


» The cover story should 
have been about the MT- 
Veejays (read, empty vee¬ 
jays) since they took up 
most of the colour pages 
anyway. 

Rakesh Verma, 

Calcutta 


Dream Crore 

■ 1 have been unemploy¬ 
ed ever since my gradua¬ 
tion in 1%3. With Rs 1 
crore (Splurge', July 25), I 
could buy a beautiful 
bungalow in Calcutta and 
keep the rest of the money 
in a bank on a monthly 
deposit scheme. I could 
thus have a comfortable 
existence and probably 
seek a partner for life. 
P.Agarwala, 

Nadia (W.B.) 

■ Everyone has his own 


idea about spending that 
kind of money and no one 
is keen on knowing how 
others would spend it. 
VinayAsawa, 

Calcutta ' 

■ What Ajoy Pal, the can¬ 
teen tea boy, expressed 
outdid the rest, fie has a 
great heart and typical 
Bengali generosity. 
Amthan Sengupta, 

Konnogar (W.B.) 

■ One wondered if all 
those big mouths and self- 
centred people would 
really do what they said. 


Probably you were the 
ones who stumbled onto 
that Rs 1 crore, since you 
could afford to waste pre¬ 
cious newsprint on 
rubbish. 

Ramendra Nath Sedia, 
Calcutta 

■ The odd men out were 
Mani Shanker Aiyar and 
Subramanian Swamy sim¬ 
ply because they are used 
to making several crores 
with their pseudo- * 
intellectual prowess. 

Arta Mishra, 

Cuttack 



PAGE 4 


WHAT MIGHT be a status symbol today will be 
considered passe tomorrow. Here's a complete 
lowdown on what was in and what is in, and the 
badges of the la -t four decades. 
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AN EXTRACT trom Sunil Janah's tKxik, The Tri- 
bals of India. 

La Rotisserie, Grand, Calcutta 
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Cover. I lu&ain'K horse;; by 
Aloke Milra 





















C^E^fo^ 

THE NEW 

STATUS 

SYMBOLS 

The complete lowdoum by Malavika Sanghvi, 
in an exclusive 


WHAT WERE THE OLD STATUS SYMBOLS IN 
ANY CASE? 

Shalimar perfume, a Chevrolet in the 
garage, Black Dog in your bar, and a tin of 
555s in your paw? 

That was in the Sixties, the Great 
Depression of the middle classes, when 
the government's clampdown on foreign 
exchange imports had been a few years old. It would be 10 
years before your friendly neighbourhood smugglers cotton- 
ex! on to their market niche. 

Until then, in a scarce market, artificially deprived of fore¬ 
ign goods, the Middle Class clasped foreign travel and its 
ensuing goods, to its collective bosom. And foreign travel 



was not even that expensive! 

Of course, only the Very Rich or Very Foolish went First 
Class. Air India was just discovering the quid pro quo of 
upgrading. The first class lounge, at any given time, had a 
wall-to-wall carpet of A1 employees, government sewr- 
vants, retired bureaucrats and the odd filmstar or two. 

The paying customers bristled with static, but didn't com¬ 
plain. And in an absence of Club Class, Economy was pretty 









good, too. The Gulf Boom hadn't begun, 
and the ignominy of sharing the loo with 
a high spirited carpenter from Punjab did¬ 
n't arise. 

The middle class, the first born, who 
lost their caste, but gained in class by cros¬ 
sing 'kala pani' waters, travelled in style, 
and were learning to get their pleasures 
duty free. 

Big was still beautiful in those heady 
days of the Sixties. Big Cars, Big Homes, 
Big Parties, Big Families, even Big 










B y the Seventies, all that was to 
change. An apocryphca! story told 
about a wealthy film financier who liv¬ 
ed in Delhi and his foreign-educated 
son epitomise the era. 

The self-made millionaire had, 
through the dint of his hard work, 
amas.^ a huge fortune, which he pro¬ 
ceeded to spend in a manner designed 
to show it off. 

He bought himself a villa in a posh 
M>uth Delhi Colony and had it decorat¬ 
ed in a style that amid be described as 
'King Ludhianvi' (false ceiling, wall- 
to-wall carpet, kissing Cupids, and 
even a mini preview theatre). 

But his son, a product of a first- 
growth public school and an English 
University, returned home after his 
education something of a trendy Ix’fty. 


Pocket-size computer diary 

Women. Filmstars, the benchmark 
of a nation's fantasies, were built for 
comfort not tor speed. Vyjayanthi- 
mala...radmini...Suraiya.... Large 
oomphy women fattened on ghee and 
honey; none of the macrobiotic non¬ 
sense that was to come later. 

In the Sixties, business was still in 
the hands of the Big Boys, the Birlas, 
the Tatas. The nexus between business 
and politics hadn't got as tainted as it 
would later, and though Nehru raved 
and ranted about the ")ute press" and 
socialism — the captains of industry 
went ahead and carved out empires 
for themselves. 

In the film world, it was the triumvi¬ 
rate, the dapper English-.spcaking, 
urbane trio of Dev, Raj, Dilip who 
called the shots. No drunken brawls 
here, but plenty of romance. The air 
was heavy with the fragrance of jasmi¬ 
ne and culture was king. 

In Bombay, Birju Maharaj danced at 
tin* magnificent Kilachand bungalow 
at Napiean Sea Road, his ghunghrixis 
speaking in the silence of the trees. In 
Calcutt,!, Kishori Amonkar's voice 



sent legions of young Marwari bucca¬ 
neers into swoons; and in Delhi, the 
mandarins of culture had Sonal Man 
Singh and Yamini Krishnamurthy 
dance to their tunes at gigantic cultural 
happenings. 

Padmini in Jis Dash Men Ganga Behti Hai 


Mortified at all this ostentatious dis¬ 
play of wealth, he made his father sell 
off the house, and buy a much smaller 
one in a less ostentatious area. The 
father regretted the move, but didn't 
have the heart to say no; even he had 
to concede that in the hip Seventies, tit¬ 
tle succeeded likeexcesr.. 

In the Seventies, a new cla.ss of pro¬ 
fessionals had begun to find its feet 



_ ig was still beautiful in those heady days of the Sixties. Big Cars, Big 

Homes, Big Parties, Big Families, even Big Women. Filmstars, the benchmark of 
a nation’s fantasies, were built for comfort not for speed. 

Vyjayanthimala.. J*adniini...Suraiya.... Large oomphy women fattened on ghee 
and honey; none of the macrobiotic nonsense that was to come later 
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A Bikash Bhattacharjee painting 

and flex its niusclos And with them niitch yon up a peg or two, as they con- C ertain professions were more 

came a whole new sot of status sumed a peg or four at yc>ur expense stiught after than others. For men it 

symbols. And as people moved into smaller w'as fi>reign banks or multinationals; 

1 his was a class that had easy access houses, it was not the si/e of your for women it w’as air-hostessing or 

to foi eign ti avel, thanks t(> the expense house that mattered as v^here you advertising. But in the evenings everv 

account; so, it was not only the obvi- lived. In Bombay, the thumb rule was cnie w'as rendered ec}ual by that great 

ous fruit of foreign travel like car and as close to the sea and as high as you leveller — Dixirdarshan. 

cigarettes that began to be flashed, but couUl pet— which meant Malabar, . Remembt>r, there was no video, no 

subtle ones that spread acro.ss the Cumballa and I’ali f lills. In Delhi, cable, and DtHirdarshan was only a 

whole spectrum of their lifestyle; Arne- Lutyens Delhi, or a few south Delhi sparkle in the I&B ministry's eye 

rican breakfast cereals, English honey, colonies like Friends'; and in Calcutta, 

Swiss chet'se, Bra/ili.in coffee, Chinese two centres of sanctificxl snobbery' A ]1 that changed once again in the 

tea, French toiletries. Japanese erwke- dominated: Alipore and Ballgunge. /\slap-happy Eighties. It was the 

ry, German household gadgets and AJso, as homes started getting smal- decade that witnessed the rise of the 

Cuban cigars. ler, how they were dworated became Middle Class. The Rajiv Gandhi 

But foreign travel was only one of integral to flaunting status, the Sevenl • government talked of entering the 

the things that announced status in the les saw the advent of the Interior next century, laptop in hand. Con- 

Seventies. 'Power entertaining' had Designer and the Great Ethnic Revi- sumer durables like washing machi- 

only just been born. Having important val. Brass urns, miniature paintings, nes and microwaves began to be seen 

people over to dinner was definitely a Jaipur-door.s-used-as-coffee-tables, in ordinary houses. Designer clothes 

status enhancer; ambassadors, dan- and Kathiawari chairs constituted The stores and art galleries became the 

cers, politicians, even a filmstar could Look. happy hunting grounds of status 


7 



GeUed'back hairstyle 

seekers. 

As status symbols went nothing 
became as pervasive as the designer 
phenomenon. Suddenly boys with 
gelled-back hair and androgynous 
appeal were cutting up old sarees, 
fashioning them into sack-like outfits 
and what's more— the uvmen could¬ 
n't get enough of them. 

It's a mixrt ptrint where the designer 
lxx>m first implodt'd. Fashion pundits 
swear it was Bombay with the open¬ 
ing of the Ensemble fashion store in 
1987. But others argue that it was The 
Bi>y From Delhi, Rohit Khosla, who 
was really thecataly.st that made it all 
happen. 

Khosla, another product of a first- 
growth public schcKiI and foreign edu¬ 


cation, was the first to realise that lad¬ 
ies who lunch needed clothes to lunch 
in. With a devastating mix of media— 
hype and niche— marketing, he pric¬ 
ed his garments just above the grasp¬ 
ing power of his target audience, so 
they would be objects that they aspir¬ 
ed to. In one fell sweep, she demolish¬ 
ed the traditional relationship bet¬ 
ween the housewife and the darzi. 

Now, you couldn't announce that 
you'd worn an outfit culled from the 
pages of Vogue, and fashioned by Mr 
Ramesh down the road. That would 
just not do. You had to be swathed in 
silks that were embellished by embroi¬ 
dery and covered with a shimmering 
dupatta costing a minor fortune that 


would bear the signature of India's 
leading designers. 

Signatures were the operative com¬ 
modity as far as the art world was con¬ 
cerned, too. Suddenly, people with 
money realised that a picture was not 
only a picture, it was an investment 
and, best of all, a status symbol! 

Husain's hcjrses began to gallop 
across the living rooms of the 
cognoscenti. And there was a virtual 
rash of Bikash Bhattacharjees, Tyeb 
Mehtas and Anjolie Ela Menons. No 
one benefitted more from all of this 
than the artists themselves; though a 
few were heard to complain of the 
cross reasons that motivated the 
public to buy their works. 

In the Eighties, the getaway home 


.s status symbols went nothing became as pervasive as the designer 
ph«iomenon in the Eighties. Suddenly boys with geUed-badk hair and 
andit^ynous appeal were cutting up old sarees, fashioning ttiem into sack-like 
outfits and what’s more—die women couldn’t get enough of them 




oday’s upwardly mobile Indian will dine at the Zodiac Grill or the China 
Garden, Bombay; Dum Pukht or Orient Express, Delhi; La Rotisserie, Calcutta 
(averse ^t for two, with wine, at any of these places, Rs 4,000-8,000). He will 
buy his wife’s dothes h^m Ensemble, Signature or Khazana; and he will 
communicate through his personal fax to all three cities. He has a car-phone and a 
pocket-size computer diary for notes to himself and ph^mmibers 



became the big status symbol. Beachsi- 
de retreats, farm houses and cottages 
in the hills. Every bread winner aspir¬ 
ed to have a holiday home of his own 
so that he could belong to the Big 
Boys' Club. 

The difference between the men 
and the boys has always been the cost 
of their toys. And, by the Eighties, the 
boys had many toys to choose from: 
laser disks, CDs, rcs, were some of 
the hardware they could flaunt. So 
were holidays, abroad, to off-beat 
getaways; Bali, Turkey, Cyprus, Bot¬ 
swana... Cars, foreign and Indian- 
made. French wine, Scottish whiskey 
and Russian Vodka. These were the 
traditional toys that those with unli¬ 
mited bank balances could play with. 

But there were also the intangible 
status symbols money couldn't buy: a 
personal guru, your own parking 
space outside the Oberoi, or the ability 
to speak French or sjki really well. 

A nd what of the Nineties? The 
Now Generation? What symbols 


does this age of liberalisation throw 
up? The upwardly mobile Indian has 
assimilated all the status symbols of 
the past three decades into his style 
and is now ready to invent new ones. 

He takes his executive class seat in a 
domestic airline for granted. And the 
PA at both ends who smoothen out the 
rigours of his travel. He now flaunts 
his Indian-made Marud 1000 or his 
Tata Estate that picks him up or drops 
him at both cities. 

He checks into a suite at the Oberoi 
or the Taj. And he will dine well at vari¬ 
ous eateries around the country. The 
Zodiac Grill or the China Garden, 
Bombay; Dum Pukht or Orient 
Express, Delhi; I.,a Rotisserie. Calcutta 
(average cost for two, with wine, at 
any of these places, Rs 4,000-8,(X)0). 

He will buy his wife's clothes from 
Ensemble, Si^turc or Khazana 
depending whether he's in Bombay, 
Delhi or C^laitta; and he will commu¬ 
nicate through his personal fax to all 
three cities. He has a car-phone and a 
pocket-size computer diary for notes 


to himself and phone numbers. At 
night, he watches the latest HoUy- 
woood movie on his laser video. 

On weekends he will be found at his 
Mehrauli farm, Darjeeling mountain 
resort or Alibaug beach house. He will 
wear kurtas designed by Aid or Rohit 
Khosla and his shirts designed by 
Yamamoto. When he entertains he 
will get his parties catered by the Dug- 
gal sisters in Delhi, the Lees in Calcut¬ 
ta and Allwyn in Bombay. 

His house will be designed by Suni- 
ta Kohli or Sunita Pitamber, and each 
year he will go to CStamimey's, 
England, to sweat off the shts of his 
charmed life. 

And what new symbols will he 
flaunt? Once his home, his car, his offi¬ 
ce, his clothes, his wine, his fo^, his 
entertainment, have all been upgrad¬ 
ed to the last degree? 

Perhaps, he will, once and for all, 
recognise the futility of all status sym¬ 
bols—throw them all away, and 
enjoy things for their true worth, not 
for what status they afford him. ■ 
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MAY fflS TRIBE 


Internationally renowned photographer Suniljanah has put his work on the 


T he name of Sunil 
Janah evokes a 
bygone era. He is 
the product of a 
period when mass upsurg- 
ings and a vision of the futu¬ 
re stirred the imagination 
of young tnen and women 
from all walks of life. 

In the Forties, ntany of 
them came close to the 
Communist Party of India 
which was then very close¬ 
ly involved in cultural mat¬ 
ters. Under the leadership 
of P.C. Joshi, or PCJ as he 
was fondly called, it was 
the policy of the party to 
reach the people by taking 
on the leadership of cultu¬ 
ral movements. 

It was as part of this poli¬ 
cy that Joshi sent out Sunil 
Janah, a trained photogra¬ 
pher, to pictorialiy capture 
the people and their politi¬ 
cal struggles. 


Photographs are finm The 

Trtbabi of India. Through the 
hits of Suniljanah; oitford 
Vntverstty ihess, 1993; 

Its 699 




2 A mural outside a Ho hut 
painted by a tribal 


Kachari women fishing in 
a stream in Meghalaya 


Murla girls bringing leaves »> 
from the forest which they 
stitch to make cups 
and plates 
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t Muria women in Bastar 
(Madhya Pradesh) 
preparing the loom 
for weaving 


AChakmawoman 
carrying water pitchers 
in a basket 


Sao:« village deities 
on the road in Orissa 
to ward off evil spirits 





This book is one of the 
products of that very imagi¬ 
native enterprise. Roaming 
around the country, Janah 
discovered the tribals who, 
and the lifestyle they repre¬ 
sented , were fast disappear¬ 
ing under the onslaught of 
modem civilisation. 

Janah's pictures are a 
record for posterity of their 
life, their character, their 
work, their joy and their 
sorrow. The book has near¬ 
ly a hundred black and 
white pictures. It is not 
usual in these days of 
colour photography to see 


black and while pictures of 
such depth and power. 

It is also remarkable how 
little the pictures have dat¬ 
ed even though they were 
taken some three or four 
decades ago. 

Oxford University Press 
deserves to beamgratulat- 
cd for deciding to publish 
this volume. It is excellent¬ 
ly produced and very ele¬ 
gantly and soberly design- 
^ by jayanta Ghosh. At Rs 
695, it is a good buy for the 
art lover as well as for the 
anthropologist. 

Draupadi Ghosh 
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Longer refill. 
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Aries 

March21-^pril20 

Joint-finance, loans, 
insurance and 
premiums, mortgage 
and capital-raising, 
buying, selling and 
trading will be 
important and, perhaps, crucial this 
week. The focus is also on your career and 
this trend will last for the next 23 days. 
Intimate ties are foretold. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

The full moon 
emphasises marriage, 
partnerships, ties, links, 
and journey, maybe 
with a stop-over 
Documents and 
contracts will be signed. Calls, messages, 
news, ads, posters and publicity hold the 
kev to a better tomorrow. Income and 
expenses will go together. 

Gemini 

F xpenses will be heavy 
as you need to decorate 
and renovate your 
homo and the idfice. 
Health care is a must. If 
you are the bos.s, it is 
time to hire new emplovees or tire 
subt»rdinates. I h«’ full moon makes you 
work that much harder for success, but it 
will bo worth it 




Cancer 

i .)iioo2t -^)uly20 

The full moon ignites 
your imagination, 
enhances your creative 
impulse and brings 
forth any talent that you 

___ might have. Learn to 

communicate at all levels during the next 
21 days Children, education, research 
and the arts give immense satisfaction. 
Legal tangles can be resolved 





Leo 

July 21—August 21 

This IS an unusual week 
as disappointments 
and high rewards come 
hand in hand. The focus 
is on finance and 
family. The home vies 
with work for top priority, and this might 
create a few problems Personal 
relationships will cause both joy and 
tension. Learn to give yourself freely. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

This is the time to hold 
high-powered 
meetings, discussions 
and even arnfcrences. 
Children, hobbies, 
parties and creative 
pursuits are certainly emphasised. 
Image-building activities regarding you 
and your company will receive a great 
bixMt. Time to gel engaged. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

It will be best to 
entertain, fuse work 
and joy, have a family 
get-together and amuse 
vourself as Jupiter and 
Mars are both in your 
sign. Western astrology. Journeys, 
expenses and contacts with foreigners 
keep you on your toes. Time to strike 
deals, go in for collaborations. 

Scorpio 

Oclobei 23 ■ November 22 

A rare opportunity to 
reach out to people and 
places, make friends, 
and, as the cliche goc.s, 
influence people. An 

__engagement or 

marriage is a possibility now. Many 
Scorpios will be socialising, entertaining 
and casting a wide not for the big fish of 
society. It is journey lime too, so get set. 




Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Time to put your best 
foot forward and score 
a century! Pressures to 
perform will drive you 
like the Furies of yore. 

_This is the time to 

nit-pick and bother about trifles if you 
want to succeed. The home and office will 
come in for attention .Take care of your 
health. 

Capficenm 

December 21—January 19 





The full moon prods 
you into taking 
chances, be it in your 
job, romance, 
collaboration, trips and 
ties. Friends, 
supporters, wellwishers and even the big 
boss will try to give you considerable 
help; you must accept that with 
gratitude. Socialise and entertair. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

By your imagination, 
skills, hard work and a 
slice of luck, thanks to 
Jupiter, you will 
overwime all obstacles, 
and obstacles there will 
be. A breakthrough is possible at work or 
research and that is great news. You will 
nec>d to reshuffle your goals and 
objectives tiMi. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

The full moon, m your 
sign. Western 
astrology, means it is 
time to take the long 
shot; be it marriage, a 

_new proposal, a great 

contract, a business deal, an affair of the 
heart, or matters to do with children, 
education, loans, funds, job and 
promotion. Play your cards well. 




BIRTH DAY S ; i i ' 

August 29^ lliesim-MefciaycorijuinctkHi leads to contacts, 
a new high in sales and demand of goods. Your ideas will now 
have an influeace on others. Tate h&lth precautions. 

.Astglict Mooh hcines}t;^f«r, AiraninK more mon^, 

gi«8ter comfoihi and a wld^drdeof fdends. Be.pactiddand 
precise. 

.il«;g»irr4'^.‘h|Kmcan)uncta$atuniixdtMswi]llastonlyti}l 
January 29. Be fsaudous mithota coward. Leam to difiteendate 
between friends and flatterers. 

Septetuber I: Those hi industry, travel, trade. 

’ iinpOitHeiiptnt imd ttemicals ahotdd do 
ahtanCe is the otherstnmg possibility. ; 

5<;pteMifr#r 2: Moon triries Ftuio, giviitf you pap and 
power. Events win take placeauddeiuy«ao wil^ - 
bevnldermgfnudlty.AnercefUngyaar.; 

SeptmUterS: Mocm trirwsJapnuftiitete^.t^ii^^ 
and money. Uae ihtt toyeitf adVaitti^aindtevenanMiaaven 
toyourfb^ 

SefOetuberA: iOipccaifttiaes^Aw^ ' 

Cralditn, hobbles and ct^ve pitiwiititgite ^raatoidl^L 

People will cooperate. 


Owing to pressure on space, Heritage has been held over —Editor. 


IS 












'RAAAE 


T he Saora tribals of Orissa, despite their engineering skills, are unhappily dominated 
OnecannotwanderthroughaSaoravillagewithoutfindingsmalt groups of people 
‘Pur Pur* rituals, placating the gods, and die evil spirits of their villages and forests. 
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a great deal of euperstition and fear. 
ig around doing their daylong 


PHOIOQIIAPN BY SUWL JANMI 









Nom All arrivaland departure times are for Calcutta. Fifiunts hi brackt'ts d( ihte Iht iU,Y<. I Ihdng Monday. 


£ABMlciri4m>Ddlil-Calciitta: 

AR.C7);KL^atO]35. 

£ CaIcnita-Ddhi'Aimttrdun; 
Dep.(7):KL-8768t0340. 
Calcutta-Slnsapon: Dep. (4): 
SQ420atl310. 
SlngaporaCalenlla: Arr. (2): 
SCHI6a<1025. 

DcIU-CalcuHa-Sliigapaic: Air. 
(l):AI-682atll4S;Dro.(l); 
AI<430 at 1300; An. (5): AI-428 at 
0540; Dep. (5); AM28 at 0650. 
Siiigm«»«<Calculta*Denii: Arr. 

(5): Al-429 at 1625; Dep. (5); 
Ai-42»atl740. 

SliigapoK-Calculla-Bombay; 
Arr. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2); 
A1431at0100. 

• Sbigapoie-Dhaka'Calcutta: 
Art.(4):SQ-42)atl210. 

• Caicntta-Dhaka-Singapure; 
Dep.(2);SQ-416al1I30. 
■omb^-Calcutta-Bangkok-To' 
kyw Arr. (5V. A]<306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) :AI-306at1910. 
Tokyo-Bangkiik-Calculta-Bam- 
bay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :AI-309at1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London-Ncw 
Yoriu Dep. (2): Al-101 at 0100. 
Calaitta*DelhJ-London>New 
York: Dep. (5); Al- 

429/AH87/AI-101 at 1740. 

Caloitla-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 

ti-New York: Dep. (6): Al- 

309/AI-lllall930 

Ca^tta-Dclhi-London-Toront 

e: Dep. (5): Al-429/AI-187 at 

17«). 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-PariK 

Dep. <6)- AI-309/AM47 at 1930. 
Cairutta-Delhi-Rome-Ceneva: 
Dep. (Sy. Al-429/AI-171 at 1740 
Calcutta-DeUil-Frankfurt-Paria: 
Dep. (5); Al-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Calcotta-Bofflbay-Dclhi-Paria-F- 
rankhirt: Dep. u): Al- 
431 /Al-143 at 0100, Dep. (6). AI- 
309/Al-147atl930. 
Calcuita-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-73I at ofeS; Dep. (1,3,6); 
TG-314atl355. 

Baiwkok-CalcDtta: Arr. 12, 4,5, 
7): lC-732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6): 
TG.313a( 1240 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5):IC-747atl245;Dep.(l,6): 
RA-214at 1455. 

Katkmandv-Calcatta: Arr. (1,3, 
5):lC-748atl615;Arr. (1,6); 
RA-213atl355. 

CalcuKa-Dhaka; Dep. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-723at 1330; Dep. (1,5): 

B<S-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7): 
B(3-092 at 11(B; Dep. (4); BG-092 
at 2125; Dep. (1,2, .3,5,6,7): 
BG-096 at 1920; Dep. (4): BC-0% 
at 2020. 

CHiaka-CalcatU; Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-724 at 1600; Arr. (2,3,6,7): 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4): BG-091 
at0755;Arr.(l,5);BG-091at 


1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4); BG-095 at 1940. 
Cakutta-ChitUgang: Dep. (6): 
IC-225 at 1230,^. (4): BG-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7); BG-698 at 1525. 
C3i{ttagong-Ca1culta; Ar. (6); 
IC-226 at 1450; Arr. (4): BG-697 at 
2045; Arr. (7): BG-697at 1445. 
Faio-Calcutta-Bangkak: Arr. 

(2): KB-IOS at 0805,^p. (2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangk(d(*Calculta-Faro; Arr 

(7):KB-106atl005;Dep.(7): 
KB-106at1105. 

4k Sofia-Dubai-Calcutta: Arr. 

(4):LZ-503atl200. 

& Calcutta-Dubai-Sofia: Dep. 
(4):LZ-504at2250. 

* Moacow-Sharjah-Calcutta: 
Arr.(4):SU-537at1555. 

* Calcutta-Shaijah-MoMow; 


London-Delhi-Calcutta: An 
(1); AI-132/Al-682atll45. 

New York • London • Delhi - Cal- 
cotta: Arr. (5): Al-112/AI-428 at 
0540. 

Paria-Frankfurt-Delhi-Calcutta; 
Arr. (1): Al-146/Al-682al 1145. 
Timmlo-Landon-Dclhi-Calrult- 
a: Ait. (1); Al-186/Al-682at 1145. 

Abu Dhabi-Bcmibay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5); Al-756/ Al-306at 1730, 
Bahrain • Doha • Bombay - Cal- 
culla: Arr. (5): AI-876MI-30b at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta' 

Ait. (5): AI-816/AI-306at 17.30 
Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta: An. (5) 
A1-736/AI-428at0,540, Arr (I) 


Priraedhere is die re^tar Indian Airlines schedule. 
This is, however, subject to change. Passenftprs aiv 
advised to beep track of annemneemenis made by 
Indian Airlines in thepe&s. For assistance, ibev mar 
contact (city office) 263390,264433,262^ / i(>25 h. 
262657and 1^2909. and(airpm) 5‘i2‘)4.{3. ‘i52W).S7. 
5529841,267007and204433. hxsMptfmm 45aiid ki 
exchar^es. dial 140for general information. 14 1 for 
reservations, 142forflight arrivals and 143 for 
departures. 


Dep (4).SU-5.38at 1755. 

$ Ajnman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
Arr. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; Djp. (4): 
RJ-184at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (4)- RJ-185 at 1450, Dep. (4)' 
RJ-185 at 1550 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah - 
Abo Dhabi; Dep. (2); Al- 
431/Al-703at0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 

n: Dep (2): Al-4.31 /Al-873 at 
0100 . 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Mosco 
w: Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-515 at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bmnbay-Muscat; Dep. 
(2); Al-431 /AI-833 at 0100; Dep. 
(6): Al-309/AI-845at 1930. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Muscat: Dep. 

(5) : AI-429/A1-841 at 1740 

Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep. (2): AI-431 /Al-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6): A1-.309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 

(6) :Al-309/Al-215atl9.30 


Al-734/AI-h«2at 1145 
jeddah-Bombay-Calcuita: Air 
(5).AI-«06/AI-306at)730 
Kuwalt-Bombay-Calculla: Arr 
(5):Al-856/AI-.306al 17:M) 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: An 
(.5)' AI-826/AI-,306at 17.30 
Raa-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta; An. (5). Al 
706/AI-306a117.30 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta; An 
(5):Al-826/Al-306at 17-.V> 


DOMESTIC 


Air-India 


AI-431 at 0100; Dep. 
1930. 


:Al-309at 


Bombay Calcutta: Arr. (5); 

Calcotta-Delhi; Dep. (5): Al-429 
at 1740, 

Delhi-Calcutta; Arr. (1): AI-6B2 
atl145; Arr. (5); Al-i^at0,540. 

East West Airlines 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. ( 1 ,2,3,4,5, 

6)-4S 805 at 1455. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3.4,5, 
6); 4S 806 at 1125. 
Cakutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) 4S 812 at 115,5. 
Guwahaii-Calcutla; Arr. (1,2,3, 

1.5.6) -4S81I at 142.5: 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-C alcutla: An. (daily). 
D7-1 n I at 08.30; Arr (1,2, .3.4,5, 
fi). 1)2 103 at 19,30. 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily)' 
D2'in2al09l5;Dep 0,2,3,4, .5, 

6) , D2 l04.il2fX«). 

Indian Airlines 

Calrutta-Agartaia:IK<[i (daily) 

H 74Iat()3|0,Dep (daily) 

1C 743.111300; Arr (ihiilv) 

1C 712 a( 0940, An (daily). 

K’-744 .It 1.5,10 

C'alrutla-Bagdogra: Dep (2,4,6, 

7) . IC-721.0 12l,5, Arr (2,4,6,7)' 
ir 722 al 1455 

C'alriitl,i-Bangalore;Dep (I 2,3. 
4,iv'/’; K VVl ,ilOti?0;Ari 0.2,3, 

4.6.7) K '772at 12(H). 

Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam- 
Madras; Dep. (3,5) |r-,542 .11 
1045, An (3, 5)'k 541,1(1000 
f.'alru(U'.54adras. D“p (d.iily) 

((.' 7(i6,ii 1715, An (d.iilv). 
IC'-7()(.a(2225 

Calcutta-Hydcrabad; Dep (2,4, 

6) IC-777al 1620; Arr, (2,4,6) 

1C-778 at 2120 

C alciitla-Bombay; t\>p (daily) 

U. 273,11 1 945 and Dep. (1,4) 

1C 176 at 0915, An. (daily)- 
lC'-274dt I84.5and Arr. (1,4) 

1C -175 at 0815 

Calcutta- Port Blair; Dep, (2,4,6): 
IC-28.5 ,11 0540, Arr (2,4,6): 

1C-286. 11 1020 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily)' 

IC ••263al()7(H)and TC -402at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,71- lt-261 al 1900; 

An- (daily)' IC-401 at 1205 and 
IC-2b4at 2155, Arr, (2,4,6,7); 
IC-262atOH(K). 

Calcutta-Ranchi'Patna-Delhi; 
Dep. (daily): IC-H10 at 0630; Arr. 


E No traffic rights on Delhi Calcutta Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Dotiai-Calcutta-Oubai 
* No traffic rights on Calcutta Shariah Calciitta 
® No traffic rights on Caiciiita -Dhaka Cak^utta 
S No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-(latcutla 





(<iaUy):IC-809at111S. 

Calcutta • Patna • Lucknow- 
Delhi: Dq>. (1.3,5): IC-tIO at 
1800; Arr. (1,3,5); IC-409 at 2105. 
Cakutta-lmphal: Dep. (1,3,5): 
IC-2S9at0745;Arr.(l,3,5): 
lC-260at 1410. 

(jilcutta • Silchar • Imphal: Dep. 
a 4,6,7); lC-255 at 0850; Air. (2, 
4.8,7);iC-2S6at1340. 
Calcutta-Silchan Dep. (1,3): 


10-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3): IC-254 
at 1130. 

Caicutta-Dtbrugarh: Dep. (2,4. 
6,7): IC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2,4,6, 
7);IC-202al 1430. 

Calcutta • Cuwahati • Dimapur: 
Dep. (2,4,7); IC-257at 1140; Arr. 
(2,4,7):IC-258at1640. 
Calcutta-Cuwahati: Dep. 
(daUy); lC-229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6): IC-711 at 0700; An. (daily): 


lC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6). 
lC-712atl010 

Calcutta - Teapur - Jorhal - Cal¬ 
cutta: Dep. (2,4,6). lC-213at 
0900; Arr (2,4,6)’lC-213at 1305. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - Nag¬ 
pur - Hyderabad: Dep (3,5,7) 
IC-769att600;Arr. (3,5,7): 
IC-770at21M. 

Calcutta • Bhubaneswar • 
Madras; Dep. (2,4); IC-544 at 


1045; Arr. (2,4): IC-543 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep. (1, 
2,.3,4,5,6) rF-717at0630;Arr. 
(1,2,3,4,5,6): PF-718 at 0830. 
Calcutta - Aizawl > Silchar - 
Cuwahati: Dep. (daily); PF-705 
at 0900; Arr. (daily): PF-^W at 
1630. 
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3 AiwIhinrMnil 

5 OMdWfMviaAiMhBbad 

5 f^agiiw (NMr ogjii mmm «« 

<3ayi-VdW»si 

Osp:Ttiw.'muts&S«. 

Ait: Wad. Fri 8 Sun 

5 Patna 

Dap; Mon. WsdPrtft Sun 
Arr; Men. Tuea, Timra 4 8a(. 

0 Hifianf BtipiiaattiiaCaya 
Op; MortiTuee. Thura, P« ASuo- 
Air: Tuee, wad. Tom. Sat. A Sun. 

S Ph^dhani&vraaavla Patna 
i:^:waa.sSat. 

AiT.Fn.SMon. 

0 Htmolri (Jununu-Tawi) Eitpiuat 
Tri-t^ 

Dep; Tuee, FriS Set. 
Arr:Tu*,Wed,SSat., 

0 PuibanehM tOonkhpia) &qpruss 

Dep. SAr.Sun, Mon, WsdSFit. 

E> OochlBipiMavlaQrtlndatord 

0 iic|^ Attw.Tfw(afifiii|mw 

line ' 

! 0 . AmrfHar&ipnNs 

Ip' IMWiMnaMB^rmiviaMlMnSTe . 

S taenShPur'Ciwiuae. 

15 MMhflaEiipiuM 
15 lC■mr^>(OaMlh•tOC)lpnl^ 

0 BlaekOlHnondExpran 
II O o alB e M Eapiuea 
>0 AaenMiOfinm 
}5 Dwwpar&ipiMe 
)0 Harm Bihar Eximaa 
cap: Wednesday 
Ar. Friday 

» qumpM f p it prBa a 
S5 B a p tB i BM a nO ipra ia 
ffi ChaanlMiliauMIlepBap^ 
OspiSMSSun. 

Amt^jlWBd. 

25 B^BwBmdl Ea p r aaa 
. Qap:TuaaSWec|. 

;-AtK^aatSSuri 


Chiptpai 

Thuradayi 


dfidktith 

iFtaaM'iii^fiMpnw 

(Mp:liilon,FHSSiai . ‘ 
Air.Waai^ftSiM. 


oMrfdpFtUrta 


..7-45,2812 
7-56 3006 
13-15 3004 
ir-(» 2382 




Qapdrturai- 


a'Seau)^ 


174X> 2304 


10-4S 2302 


12-60 2306 


11-36 3074 


4- 30 5048 

7-00 3010 
18-15 3000 

15-3(3 3050 

5- 20 3040 
11-SS 3020 

SrW 3022 
B-3Q 6860 
21-25 3318 
1i0-30 3030 
e-46.. 3036 
5-55 3032 
11-35 3026 


6-30 3072 
15-40 3016 
,7-15 1160 


7-T6 lira 


4-2S 3328 
r-15 1182 


tbna Bn 

6-30 3142 


6- 45 '9144 

7- 15 3112 
2005 5658 

9-15 3154 
15-60 31^ 

1206 3194-. 


6003 20-45 
8002 19-20 
2660 12-30 
8034 20-15 
8030 11-20 
2841 14-25 

6311 22.-35 


6322 22-35 


6314 22-35 


6316 22-35 


6520 22:35 


— 14-10 


i- 


tlowrdSi 


'MWIrMMalt 

Bombay MPa yia Nagpur 

QttanjaN (Bondsay^EKpraea 

AhmadabadExpiaaa 

Kurta Expiuaa via Nagpur 

CkMTimandai (Madrab) Expraaa 

viaCuttack 

Bangalore Ei^iraM 

Dep: Tues 

Ait: Son 

Tata Steal Expraas 

lapatExpreas 

Sambslpur Expraas 

Ranchi HeUa Eupiaae 

Putt Ocpima vie CuttacK 

Jagannatti (Puri) Expraae\4a Nar^ 

DhauN (ntubaneawml Expraas 

TirupstI Expraas 

East Coast (Hytterabnc^ Expreas 

PurtillaExpiwsa 

Dep: Except Saturday 

Arr; Except Sunday. 

,(J«wah«i • Howtuh - Tiltrandntm Cen¬ 
tral Express Monday only 
TrtvamlrumContral-Hdwrah'lhiuw- 
hati Expraas Saturday only 
CoetfM thuboiyr Tarrnimia • QuiwhMl 
Weekly EXpraaa (via visskhapatnem & 
Howrah) Thursday only 
Cuwatiab * Hathour taxndntia 

WaMdy Eipr^ (via Howrah A Visakha- 
patrwtn)9ati*claydniy 
CocMn ^tarbour Termiflufi Exprata 
(Vie V'isakhapetnam A Howrah) 
OepFriASun, 

Arr:Tues 

GuwOhag - Bangakira City W eak l y 
Expraas t\4a Howrah % CuttadiO Wed- 
ne^yonly 

ttangalora City - OuwuhM Wetlkly 
.Expraas (via Howre^ ACuttapk) Mondt^ 
only 


.Us,...’. 

ts-i^raaw- 

,5-15 .^30351- 
IE-15 

124)0 2P2 


10-20 a()14 
224)5 8012 
S4» EflOS 
6018. 
S-30 6008 
8:25 6410 


Ei-'W tm. 
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ovin Miranda 
recounts an unpleas¬ 
ant experience in what he 
calb'aquiztoofar'; 

“A leading school invit¬ 
ed me to do the quiz at their 
ODYSSEY fest. As a typical 
fanatic quizzard, I took it as 
an honour and agreed to 
charge only expenses and 
didn't even bother to ask 
for an advance. My attitude 
probably led to the organi¬ 
sers taking me for granted. 

1 was finauy told flve days 
(after frantic calls) before 
the event that I've been 
dumped as QM. Of course, 
no oner was made to meet 
the expenses that I had 
incun^ for the videos and 
the visuals, let alone com¬ 
pensating me for the time I 
had spent in setting the 
questions. What hurt most 
was that the concerned 
teacher didn't even bother 
to contact me to convey the 
news or express regret. 

'I've never had an expe¬ 
rience like this in my 10 
years in active quizzing. 
I've done quizzes for as lit¬ 
tle as Rs 50 in Bangalore 
(since the organisers could¬ 
n't afford more), and still 
got, what I felt was royal 
treatment. Wonder if this is 
a stray incident or the gene¬ 
ral attitude to QMs in 


Calcutta!" 

With the US Open Ten¬ 
nis tournament on our 
minds, we pay tribute to a 
permanent fixture there: 
Jimmy Connors. 

Bom in 1952, superbrat 
Jimmy Connors' first major 
title was the Wimbledon 
Doubles in 1973, where he 
partnered the equally tem¬ 
peramental Hie Nastasc. 
Tlie following year Con¬ 
nors defeated, humiliated 
Ken Rose wall at Wimble¬ 
don (and the US Open) to 
establish himself as the 
world's No. 1 player. 

His great work ethic and 
brilliant return of serve hel¬ 
ped him with further US 
Opem titles in 1976 and 
1978. Connors, however, 
had to wait a few years for 
his next Wimbledon title, 
when he beat lohn McEn¬ 
roe in 1982. His last US 
Open Triumph in 1983 esta¬ 
blished a unique record, as 
the only player to win the 
US Open on three different 
surface.s. (That fact has 
been asked before in a 
.sports quiz.) 

Though never to win a 
major title again, Connors 
consistently remained in 
the top 10 for another seven 
years, winning a great fol- 



fcfMMyt&ftaiuMua 
*maUeH tow*'? 
(RathendraBam, Cio 
JaimrfmrUnitmttity, 
Eleetiicai Et^neering, 
Calatttm), 

ANSWER 

A town which has never 
been conquered by the 
enemy 


lowing with his never- 
say-die attihide. 

He had a last miraculous 
run, reaching the US Open 
semi-finals in 1991, before 
burning out 
On the perst»nal 
front...after an early roman 
ce with Chris Evert, Con¬ 
nors has had a stable marri¬ 
ed life with Patti Boyd, a for¬ 
mer Playboy centrefold, and 
hopes to play competitive 
tennis with son Brett! 

Who 'invented' the 


double-handed backhand! 

Jimmy Connors, of 
course. 

R, Dutta reports: 

A Bengal Open Quiz 
competition was organisec 
by Novices for the first tim 
at Kanchrapara. 

Forty-six teams partici¬ 
pated; six managed to 
reach the fimils after a wrih 
en preliminary and two 
gruelling semi-finals. The 
final saw JU's Tepid Manis 
finish first from Idiot Box 
and AH Rounders (St 
Xavier's). The superstar 
rapid five round was won 
by Manab Dutta. 

Derek O'Brien paid a 
brief visit to the show imd 
conducted two rounds in 
.the semi-final. The chief 
guest on the occasion was 
P. Sarkar of Kanchrapara 
Railways. 

The rest of the quiz was 
conducted by two young 
quizmasters, Samit Chattel 
jeeand Pinaki Dutta. A sann 
pie question: "What do 
hawkers refer to as Lalub- 
hulu? (Answer: A pen wit! 
one red and one blue refill! 



QUESTIONS 


iJiQif MaKii 30,1981,1 was shot in 
Bvee inches ^m the 
h«u^.BdfQreenteringtheopera- 
tictn 0teatre, 1 a^cedlhestit^n, 

; ^'Awytmalt^uhlicanora 
Demoast?''Vmo ant I7<Debabro- 
to Mdhanty, Balasore 1) 

2) Which comic dtaracter’s favou¬ 
rite dish is a bowl full of Lasagna? 
(Kidpashree Bhqwmlck, Shilchar) 

S) Acoordiing to US slang/usagh, 

; when a woman writes aletter to her 
i . boyfidend or fiance starting with 
'Pw/Qhn',whatweciaiimplica- 
don does it have? (OtheOo 
Mazoomdar, Clakutta 71) 

4) MonicB Seles won threeGrand 


Slam out of four for two consecu- 
■ five years. What would she have to 
doto wina 'Phantom Grand Slam'? 
(Kiunkum Mohanty, Balasore 1) 

5) How many teeth does a tortoise 
have? (Ehtesham Anjum, Calcutta 
16) 

6) "How pleasant to know Mr 
Lead/Who has written such 
volumes of stufif; /Some think him 
ill-tempered and queer,/Buta few 
think him pleasant enough." Who 
said this about Edward Lear? (Proj- 
jal Kumar Mukherjee, Calcutta 71) 
7i What is the full form of NOIDA? 
(Anurae Kumar Kmhri, Ranchi) 

8) Why fe a Jeep called a Jeep? (Trip- 
tesh Sen, Bihar) 

9) Wl\p won the Wimbledon Men’s' 
Siloes tifie in 1917? (Fakud Danish, 


Calcutta 16) 

10) Which ^vemor Qen^alimd . 
statesman wrote a poputer vetskm 
of the Ramtyamia Eng^TfSh^esh 
Kumar Ag^wa], Rai^M9( 


ANSWERS 


... "‘I -I"; i —I " 
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JUNIOR WHIRL - HAL KAUFMAN 


BUOYED UPl Our animal and tnrd friends above seem happy with 
their lot. To complete picture, draw missing lines. 


STRING DINGI Place a piece ol String on the table Ash 
someone to take one end in each hand, and tie a knot without 
releasing the string How's it done? 

Bu|i|S |o spue fitiHisejB eiaiaq suiie p|Oj 


TASK FORCE SCRAMBLE 
Names of each of the ten persons 
listed below are anagrams of their 
occupations No 1 Ed Stint, for 
instance, is a dentist Let's see how 
many of the re»t you can 
unscramble. 

1. Ed Stint_. 

2. Lem Burp , 

3. Art Chee 

4. TerryCaae_. 

5- Sue Com ■ 
a. Sal Means_ 

7. PeterCran_ 

8. Tess Arc . 

9 . tajis Cibot_. 

10. Pam Gorrmet_. 

See il you can puz/lc out at least 
stx correctly 

'uiwiiljtiv 'Aj 

Vl ISOURQ U'Mtlpdo^ 


SPOT CHECKI Have you a 
sharp eye for design? Let's 
see. Study the diagram care¬ 
fully, and sec if you can come 
up with a conforming design 
for the drcle shown at centre. 

Note: Design is to tie in 
with pattern characteristics 
of horizontal and vertical 
rows. Diagonal row conside¬ 
rations are not relevant. 

How quickly can you puz¬ 
zle it out? No fair peeking. 

AKVnbcpBpMfB 
• pUP ajnSl>|?UA ** 

•ino ^ >p{q XAwnj t |n Ricituco uSiwp Vuinf yi| 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


'seiwl 

tiMpWl 


FUNSPOT 


sun SPOTI Cold outside? Perhaps, but who cares when you're 
aoaking up rays. Code; 1— Red. 2—Lt. blue. 3—Yellow. 4—Li. 
brown. S—Flesh tones. 6—Green. 7—Dk. brown. 8.—Ok. purple. 






CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES’ Ttiere are at least six diller- 
ences n] diawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them’ Check answers with those below 

fiuiisiui SI sseto g Bmssiui si wtsod 9 luajauip si leiiOQ 
> lueiauip SI uiqs C leiieuis aie srea s.Bid Z Suissiui si mSn 1 seouaiaMiQ 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE <0 points lor using all the 
letters lO the word below to form 
two complete words 

HESITANT 

THEN score 1 points each tor all 
words ol lour letters or mere 
found among the letters 

Try to score at least SO peiittt. 

lem ‘luiH auiosOMi awssod 
















































































«*THE 6A0Cn I CAt4 UNPER6TAh<t7, BUT HOW 
PIP yew dET THE ^PAfiHETTI LUMPV?** 




"I WORK ALU WEEK ANP PP CHORES AUU 
WEEKENP • • • A FEW AAlNPTEd WITH 
ANPV RPQNEY too fAJCH TO 


GARFIELD ■ JIM DAVIS 








































































INBOW 


Lookup for Experience 


P ooja Bedi said she 
was here to gain 
experience. 

And that's enough rea¬ 
son and news value to 
merit coverage, we feel. 

And plenty of coverage 
as this photograph will 
show. 

Having gone through 
films and ad films and 
theatre (and boyfriends), 
she's still finding life routi¬ 


ne. So, looking for another 
break, Pooja fedi decided 
to join the thriving Jatra of 
Calcutta. 

She's not particularly 
worried about what will 
happen to Bombay produ¬ 
cers. "Forget about them," 
she said with a flick of a deli¬ 
cate wrist, "I loveCalcutta." 

And, girl, do we love you! 

Anil Grover 




Adding Dash to Air Travel 


W hat's an opti¬ 
mist? Someone 
who built a n aero¬ 
plane And what's a prssi 
mist? The guy who made 
the parachute 
The pessimists were con¬ 
vinced that it was that 
much of highflyin' stuff, 
but the optimists were con¬ 
vinced that Air India had 
Its nose successtully jutting 
into the air. 

The ceremonial u’elcome 
that was given to the first ot 
Air India's four B<*eing 
747-400 w’hich arrived in 
Dt'Ihi on theeveof Indepen¬ 
dence Day was impressive 
by any standards. There 
was an Air Force band play¬ 
ing patriotic tunes like 
Saarc jahau sc aclichlui 

The entire area was deco¬ 
rated with roses and man¬ 
golds and a red carpet had 
been rolled out for all those 
who were present to 
receive the aircraft. 

Air India's staff boasted 
that the new aircraft would 
provide several new 
inflight features, the most 
significant of them being 
the skyphone facility 
which enables passengers 
to call anywhere in the 
world from up there. 

Also, the 'airshow' \cill 
provide passengers an 
opportunity to get all the 
relevant information en 
route, like navigational 
data (altitude, speed, geo¬ 
graphical location of the air¬ 
craft, time at the boarding 
station and time at the desti- 
i nation, etc.). 


In addition, passengers 
travelling in first class on 
this aircraft will be provid¬ 
ed personalised l.C'D TV 
monitor with a choice of six 
\iewing channels 

N<'w lighter material has 
been used i>n 747-4(K) to cre¬ 
ate a feeling of spacious¬ 
ness inside the aircraft, pas¬ 
senger stowage capacity 
has been dramatically 
increasixl and there is a lot 
more leg spare than before 
even in the economy class 
I lowever, despite all 
thc-se additionalities, 
cynics laised two tjues 
tions. First, they said all 
other major airlines, like 
Swissair, Delta Airlines 
and Singapore Airlines, 
had been fl>’ing this aircraft 
lor tin' past several years, 
and this could not imprc'ss 
the international fliers 
Secondly, they asked, 
"Will this bring about a 
change in the airline.s' 
image which is so low 
because of its pcKir servi¬ 
ce?" Pertinent questions. 

According to an Air 
India hostess, "The induc¬ 
tion of this new aircraft will 
boost our morale and make 
us take pride in the airlines, 
which is bound to be reflect¬ 
ed in our overall 
performance." 

So, all the fuss with 
which the aircraft was 
received may well turn out 
to be worth the effort if the 
Air India staff decides to 
make a determined bid to 
regain its lost glory. 

Seema Paul 
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The second 
in the series 
of grilled 
delights 
from Team 
Rasoi. This 
time, it com¬ 


bines some stuffing and 
pre-c<x>king before the 
actual grilling. 



INGREDIENTS 


8 breasts of Chicken 
Bhunna Bharra Murgh 


Cooking oil to deep fry 

The marination: 

20 g / 31 /2 tsp. Garlic- 
paste (strained) 

15 g / 21/2 tsp. Ginger 
paste (strained) 

45 ml / 3 tbs. Len»on juice 
1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp. Yellow chilli 
pKJwder 
Salt 

The filling: 

350 g / 13 oz Tandonri 
mur^h tikka 
100g/3o7 

Processed /cheddar cheese 

16 Roasted pistachio 


60 g / 2 07. Pomegranate 
(fresh) 

2 Green chillies 

3.25 g / I tbs. Coriander 

2.25 g / 1 tbs. Mint 

1 g / 1 /2 tsp. Shahi jeera 
(black cumin seeds) 

The batten 

110 g / 1 /4 lb Cornflour 
llOg / 1/4 lb Flour 

2 Eggs 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1 hour 
(not including time taken 
to roast tikka) 



Cooking time; 5-6 minutes 

PREPARATION 

The chicken: Clean, 
remove the skin, debonc, 
but retain the winglet 
bones. Place the supremes 
between two plastic sheets 
and flatten with a bat, ensu¬ 
ring that the meat is not rup¬ 
tured. Keep aside. 

The marination: Mix ail 
the ingredients in a bowl, 
evenly rub the supremes 
with this marinade and 
keep aside for 15 minutes. 

The filling: Finely chop 
the chicken tikka. Grate 



cheese. Halve pistachio. 
Qean, wash and finely 
chop coriander and mint. 
Remove stems, wash, slit, 
deseed and finely chop gre¬ 
en chillies. Put these and 
the remaining ingredients 
in a bowl, mix well and divi¬ 
de into 8 equal portions. 

The stuffing; Place a por¬ 
tion of the filling in the mid¬ 
dle of the marinated supre- 
mes, fold and then secure 
with string trying to bring 
it as close to its original 
shape as possible. Reserve 
for 15 minutes. 

The batten Sift corn¬ 
flour, flour and salt into a 
bowl, add the eggs and 
water (approx. 180 ml / 

3/4 cup) and mix to make a 
batter of pouring con.sisten- 
cy. (A small quantity will 
have to be wasted — don't 
worry about it.) 

The frying 1 leaf oil in a 
kttdhai, dip the stuffed chick¬ 
en supremes in the batter 
and deep fry over medium 
heat, swirling constantly, 
until light golden. Remove 
to absorbent paper to d rain 


the excess fat. When cool, 
snip off the string. (The 
swirling is necessary to pre¬ 
vent sticking.) 

CCXTKING 
The kabab can be finished 
in any one of 2 ways: 

1. Race two supremes on 
each of 4 individual ske¬ 
wers and grill over medi¬ 
um heat, turning at regular 
intervals, until cooked 
(approx. 5-6 minutes). 

2. Skewer thekahahon tan- 
doori •ieekh, an inch apart, 
and roast in a moderately 
hot tandaor for 3-4 

m inutes. 

Bhunneebharree 

BADHIMIRCH 

INGREDIHNTS 

12 Capsicum 

The filling 

2tX) g / 7 oz Potatoes 
2tKl g / 7 02 Button 
mushrcxims 
60 g / 2 02 Carrots 
30 ml / 2 tbs. Cooking oil 


60 g /1/2 cup Onions 
10 g / 11 /2 tbs. Besan 
(gramflour) 

10 g /1 in. piece Ginger 
5 g / 1 1/2 tbs. Coriander 
2 (Tireen chillies 
A pinch Black cardamom 
powder 

A pinch Coriander powder 
A pinch Fennel powder 
36 Cashewnuts (golden 
fried) 

36 Raisins 
Salt 

30 ml / 2 tbs. Lemon juice 
61) g / 2 07. Pancer 

Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1.30 
hours 

Cooking time: 5-6 minutes 

PREPARATIGN 

The capsicum: Remove 
the caps, carefully deseed, 
wash and wipe* dry. 

The filling: Boil pota- • 
toes, cool, peel and cut into 
1 /4 in. cubes. Remove the 
earthy base of the stalks, 
wash in running water, 
blanch in salted boiling 
water for 2 minutes, drain. 


cool immediately, quarter 
and pat dry. Peel carrots, 
wash, dice, blanch in salted 
boiling water for 2 minutes, 
drain, cool immediately 
and pat dry. Peel, wash and 
finely chop onions. Scrape, 
wash and finely chop 
ginger. Clean, wash and 
finely chop coriander. 
Remove stems, wash, slit, 
deseed and finely chop gre¬ 
en chillies. Clean raisiius, 
remove stems, soak in 
water, dram and pat dry. 
Grate paneer. 

Heat oil in a kadhai, add 
onions, saute over medium 
heat until light brown, add 
besan (gramflour), 
WiuHWo/stir-fry until it 
emits its unique amma 
(approx. 1 1 /2 to 2 
minutes), add potatoes, 
bhiinno/ stir-fry for two 
minute's, add the remain¬ 
ing ingredients, except 
lemon )uice, cashewnuts, a 
quarter of the raisin.s and 
fmmvr, bhunno/stir-try tor a 
minute. Remove, cckiI, add 
lemon juice, mix well, 
adjust the seasoning and 




Kalakand 

IngretUents 

Milkmaid 1 tin, 

Panetfr .- I/, , Elatchi 

.■{-4 (powdered). Milk 
Pouder 2 heaped thsp. 

MKtbful 

1. Mix mashed paneer, 
milk pouder and 
Milkmaid 

2. Heat the mixture in a 
thick bottomed pan on 
medium heat with 
constant stirring till it 
becomes thick. 

i Spread ofdo a greased 
plate. Sprinkle elaichi 
powder. Cool and cut into 
pieces. 



Malai Peda 

Ingredients 

Milkmaid 1 tin. Milk ■ 

1% cups. Cornflour: 1 thip. 
Lemon juKC . 1 tbsp., 

Elaichi ■ 4 5 (powdered). 
Ghee . 1 tb^i. 

JUfetbcid 

1. Heat U^ether ghee. 
Milkmaid, milk and lemon 
juice and boil. 

2, Make cornflour paste with 
2 tbsp. water and add to the 
milk mixture. 

jL Cook on medium heat till 
the mixture leaves sides of 
pan. Cool sightly. Shape into 
pedas and serve decorated 
with elaichi powder. 


Taste 


the tv o n d e r s 









Bhunnee Bharree Badhi Mirch 


divide into 12 equal 
portions. 

The stuffing: Stuff a por¬ 
tion of the filling in each 
capsicum, compressing to 
ensure it is finniy pad^. 

The ovcai: Pre-heat to 
275“ F. 

(XOKING 

The kebah can be cooked 
in two ways: 

1. Pierce 3 capsicum side¬ 
ways on each of 4 indivi¬ 
dual skewers and grill over 
medium heat for ^ 
minutes,brushing with but¬ 
ter a couple of times. 

2. Grease a roasting tray 
with oil, arrange the stuff¬ 
ed capsicum in it and roast 
in the pre-heated o'-en for 
7-8 minutes. 

TO SERVE 

Garnish with equal quar 
titles of cashewnuts, the 
remaining raisins and the 
grated paneer. 

NOTE: All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 



MaUi i Laddoo 

Ingredients 

Milkmaid : '/i cup, Paneer . 
250gm., Kewra essence . 

2-3 drops, Yellowfixtd colour 
4-5 drops, Elaicht . 2 
(powdered), Silver leaf. 7. 

Method 

i. Cook Milkmaid and 
mashed paneer on slow fire 
stirring constantly till it 
thickens and leaves sides 
ofKadai. 

Z. Add colour and essence 
Remove from fire, pour on a 
plate and cool. 

3. Make laddoos. Sprinkle 
elaiebi powder and serve 
decorated with silver leaf. 


■i f Milk 


Just udti a tin 

gJ Milkmaid 

So quick. So easy. Delicious mitiiai 
only with Milkmaid. Thick, creamy, 
sweetened condcn.sed milk. Ready when 
you want it. St> you don’t need to .sficnd 
time and fuel waiting for milk to 
thicken. With Milkmaid half your job 
is done even before you begin. It tastes 
great and is just as pure as home 
made mithai. Wltat's more, you gel 


m 


good value time after time. 


For your free copy 
of the ‘New Milkmaid 
Recipe Booklet’, 
just mail a 
Milkmaid label to; 

Milkmaid, CTG1>, 
Post Box No. 22, 
New Delhi 110019. 

a i d 






PERSON 


RAM JETHMALANI is the Janata Dal MP and a senior advocate of the Supreme Court. Knoum as much 
for his controversial briefs and vocal expression as for his wit and persuasive powers, Jethmalani is at the 
core of the heat again through the Harshad Mehta case. 


1A That is your idea of perfect 
VV happiness? 

This world cannot offer perfect 
happiness. So my idea of perfect 
happiness is never to be compelled to 
return to this world and become a part 
of the universal self by various names 
called. It is something analogous to 
Buddha's Nirvana. 


What IS your greatest fear? 

Prolonged agony before death. 
Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

Books, particularly on 


philosophy, religion 
and history. 

What do you dislike 


most in others? 


Meanness. 


What do you dislike 


most in yourself? 

Lack of capacity to 
displease and say a 
firm 'No'. 


What is your most 


precious possession? 


The esteem and 


affection of .some 


On what 
occasions do you 
Ue? 


When it causes no 
public damage of 
any kind and 
avoids private 
hurt or 

embarrassment 












Sw . I, 
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friends who matter. 
What objects do you 
always carry? 

Wallet, watch and 
glasses. 

What makes you 
most depressed? 

The sight of 
human suffering. 

What do you most 
dislike on your 
appearance? 

Galloping 
baldness. 

What is your 
favourite word? 

'No problem'. 

tVhat is your favourite journey? 

Where mountains and the sea exist 
in close proximity. 

What is your favourite dream? 

Seeing my mother who is no more 
What is your nightmare? 

Being burnt to death. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

To make as many people happy as 
jxissible. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

My profesion in the economic 
sen.se, confidence in God's 
compassion in the spiritual sense. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

When it causes no public damage of 
any kind and avoids private hurt or 
embarrassment. 

What is your greatest regret? 

My country going downhill, 
particularly in character. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When my younger daughter got 
married to a boy she loved. 

What brings tears to your eyes? . 

Strangely, both intense joy and 
suffering of others. 

How do you relax? 

With badminton, books and bridge. 
What do you envy most in others? 

Greater capacity to suffer physical 
pain. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

As one who loved life and his fellow 
i > beings. 

^ How would you like to die? 

I In sleep. 
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UCL HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE INTEGRAL PART OF THE COLOURFUL 
PROGRESS OUR COUNTRY HAS MADE TOWARDS SELF-RELIANCE. 
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Upamanyu’s 
Read Tape! 

R The informal chat with 
Upamanyu Chatterjee 
(‘Indian August', August 
1) revealed the young 
man's charismatic fr«h- 
ncss that is starting to 
make its presence felt on 
the literary scene. Even 
the photographs accom¬ 
panying the story did 
justice to it. 

Only two paws of 
extract were sufficient to 
reveal his skill and easy¬ 
going style while treating 
the intricacies of human 
bondage and interactions. 
Joydetp Mitra, 

Calcutta 

S Though English is not 
our mother tongue, we 
feel proud to have Indi¬ 
ans like Nirad C. Chau- 
dhuri, V.S. Naipaul, Vik- 
ram Seth, Gita Mehta and 
Upamanyu Chatterjee 
writing such beautiful 
novels in that language. 
B.N, Bose, 

Calcutta 

R Ever since you publish¬ 
ed the First Person inter¬ 
view of Upaman}^] Chat¬ 
terjee months ago, I have 
been keen on readmg his 
books and the extract 
from The Last Burden was 



Upamanyu ChattMjee: 

just right for a rebel like 
me. 

1 always welcome any 
effort to break through 
the barriers of a morally 
constricted and inhibited 
society. 

Himansku Otkabra, 
Burdwan (W.B.) 

Sketchy Stuff 

■ The Heritage illustra¬ 
tions are less than aestheti¬ 
cally pleasing. TheoiUy 
justification in document¬ 
ing places, buildings and 
architecture by an artist is 
when these are presented 



praaeitce 


through hb individual 
viewpoint, De»ncmd 
Deng's drawings of Cal¬ 
cutta for example. 

In Rathin Mitra's 
sketches, thwe are tedmi- 
cal errors: the perspective 
is haywire, and the treat¬ 
ment of the medium fails 
to bring across the charm 
of the old edifices. If mere 
r^)ortage is your inten¬ 
tion, why don't you use 
senne gocjd photographs 
instead and spare us 
these cut-and-dried, half¬ 
hearted 'aesthetic' 
attempts? 

Mmjati ChakravarH, 
Satdihiketan 


Costa Rica's beach 
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MARKTUl.I.Y has rightly been described as the 
last Indian from England. After 30 years of report- 
ling India, his affair with the country was inovita - 
ble. lately in the news, instead of reporting it, the 
Sahib as he really is, behind the mike. 
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COSTA RICA, always a tourist's paradise, is now 
diawing in even the Careen visitors. A report. 
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Off the Menu 

• How mudi longer are 
you going to waste pred- 
ous colour doublespread 
on the Rasoi column by 
jiggs Kalra? If you took 
the trouble to conduct an 
(pinion poll. I'm sure 
you'll dikover that not 
more than 10 per cent of 
your readers bother to try 
out the complicated and 
impractical redpes pre- 
sraited to us. 

Why don't you let the 
chefs of the various five- 
star hotels drculate their 
redpes among 
themselves? 

Varsha Sheth, 

Calcutta 

First This... 

R It is amazing the way 
most celebrities answer 
the First Person question, 
"How would you like to 
die?" with a wish for a 
painless death, in their 
sle^. 

It is our belief that we 
have to pay for our deeds. 
It is then evident that a 
peaceful demise is reserv¬ 
ed only for itoble people. 
If we haven't been good, 
we shall surely a Ht- 
for-tat treatment from 
God. 

Nikkilesk Sharma, 

Assam 
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E cotuurisrm ha*. 

b«rt)me an interna¬ 
tional craze, sjx?ci- 
ally in the industri¬ 
alised sorirties of the West 
where the hectic pace* ot life 
makes man cTave for proxi¬ 
mity with Nature and seek¬ 
ing the restoration of the 
biorhythm of life. 

Costa Kica, a tiny central 
American country which is 
known the world over for 
having disbanded its army 
several years ago, has esta 
blished itself as one of the 
prime destination for 
ecotourists. 

What made it pissible 
were its tropical ram fore¬ 
sts, containing five per cent 
of the world's'biod jversity, 
peace and political siabi 
illy, the initiative of its 
pwiplc and the proximitv 
to the US, whost'tlollar 
fMiwer givt“. Americans the 
travel ailvanlage 

Costa KUa has tradition¬ 
ally attracted tourists with 
its beatililul beachi's and 
biological reserve's But 
now it IS also attracting the 
die-hard (..rivnsby sts'king 
to Ir.inslate the mantra i»l 
susta iiiable develi ipment, 
bi'ing 1 hank'd by environ- 
inenlalists the world over, 
into a reality in a 2,tKK)-lii\ - 
tare farm 

Tin' farm is owiieil by 
well-known Swis^ industri¬ 
alist Stephen Schniidheiiiv, 
wlu' playtsf a crucial role in 
involving industrialists the 
worlil over in the process 
leading up to the l'.arth 
Summit in Kuuie l.ineiro 
last year 

l-'or Sdimidheinv, a riv- 
ent convert toenvininmen- 
talism, this proyvt is an ato 
ni'nieiit lor his sms against 
Mtither luiith and he will 
not take am profits the pro¬ 
tect niav make He was 
involved in a big way in the 
icmeiit industry in the US 
some years ago, whicli is 
highly polluting and turns 
tertile lands fallow'. 

Appropriafelv. this larm 
ealli-d l.a I’aiitiiaand locat 
eel in the comparatn'elv 
jUKir stale of C.iiaiu aste in 
t. osla Rica, is trying to 
make im[-Mverislu'd land 


tertile by practising sustain¬ 
able agriculturi'and regene¬ 
rating forests on the land. 

As Jorge Manuel I^ngo, 
the former vice-president 
of Costa Kica, who is over¬ 
seeing the implementation 
of the projtx’t, .says they prev 
poss to consolidate and pro¬ 
ject I,a Pacifica as "a mixiel 
of profjer balance between 
use and coaserv'atiori of 
natural resources" 

C)nce their experiment is 
successful on the farm, if 
will bt'exfendi'd to the 
immediate neighfHiurhrxKJ 
and probably even the enti¬ 
re province of Cuancaste. 
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The region is currently 
caught in a vicious spiral of 
soil reheating and increase 
in wind speijid, which 
unchecked could even lead 
tit desertification. The 
Government of Costa Rica' 
is implementing an irriga¬ 
tion project in the region 
and later plans to settle far¬ 
mers in the region who 
could all gain from the 
insights achieved in La 
Pacifica farm. 


production and afforesta¬ 
tion, but has also develop¬ 
ed a tourism naturalist cen¬ 
tre. The latter consists of a 
33-room hotel, Haceinda 
La Pacifica, which Green 
tourists have begun to 
throng to as word- 
of-mouth publicity is 
spreading. The votaric's of 
sustainable development 
are screaming that it is ectv 
nomically viable. 



La Pacifica's regenerated forest 


Towards the achieve¬ 
ment of its goal. La Pacifica 
is currently concentrating 
on not just the develop¬ 
ment of sustainable crop 


The La Pacifica project 
seeks to prove that by being 
economically self- 
sufficient. Over the last few 
years of its existence it has 


already cut even, but as 
Dengo explained, it was 
more due to the profits 
being made by the tourist 
centre rather than through 


f their agricultural and cattle¬ 
raising activity. 

As time passes, the La 
Pacifica project is trying to 
reverse that. Nearly a third 
of the land area of the farm 
consists of forests, wind¬ 
breaks and reforested areas 
that permit protection, pre- 
servationand observat'oo 
ot the great numbers ol e’’ t>- 
tic birds and animals inui 
genous to this life zone 

The hotel rooms are t et 
in a tranquil and rustii envi¬ 
ronment surrounded bv 
beautiful gardens There is 
an air-conditioned meeting 
room with a capacity til 50, 
where the Washington- 
based International Insti¬ 
tute tor Environment and 
Sustainabk* Development 
hustl'd its annual meeting 
recently, a library specialis¬ 
ing in the ecokigv of the dry 
tropical forest, and a pool 
complete with a pavilion 
for social gatherings A jog¬ 
ging track runs around the 
hotel in a torest belt and 
guests can enjoy horse rid¬ 
ing through forests and pas¬ 
tures and around beautilul 
lakes 

Hotel Hacienda allows 
guests to visit some of the 
most important national 
parks and biological re.ser- 
ves in Costa Rica as well as 
some beautiful beaches in 
Dry Pacific Coast. Added 
attraction- like horse riding 
are thrown in for the tour¬ 
ists who are invited to visit 
an old ranch house, called 
casona in the local langua 
ge, that was built in the mid¬ 
dle of the last century and 
has now been restored, as a 
memorial to a simpler 
time ■ 
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MORE BROWN 


Mark Tally, the BBC man in Delhi for 
nearly 30 years, is fittingly described as the 
last Indian from England. By hisfree and 
frank criticism of the Beeh (wen while 
retiring from its staff, Tally this time made 
international rmvs instead of reporting it. 
Sankarshan Thakur meets the man 
behind the mike 

Photographs; Rajesh Kumar 

OF TFIE MANY FUNNY LITTLE STORIES THAT 
Mark TulJy tells you about how he came to be 
Mark Tully, the most charming one concerns 
his first ticket to India. 

This was in 1965, around the time India and 
Pakistan were concluding their second armed 
conflict. The BBC were looking for someone to 
beef up their Delhi office and Tully was a bor¬ 
ed young man push¬ 
ing files in the corpora¬ 
tion's personnel 
department. 

He applied, and the 
moment came during 
the job interview 
when the board enqui¬ 
red whether he knew 
any Hindi, 

But, of course, said 
Tully, and rattled off a 
rhyme that worked like a mantra: 

Muffety Muffety Mai 
Beach mein baitha khata scwai 
Ek bada makra humko pakra 
Bhaag gaya Muffety Mai 
The Panini-attested Hindi version of Little 
Miss Muffet left the board mesmerised 
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Gillian and Mark with Ram Chander: Like the Raj 


enough to pick Tully for 
the India bureau. 'That wa.s all the 
Hindi 1 knew at the time," he says, 
grinning. "It was only later that 1 
remembered my Hindi version ot 
Humpty l^mpty which, too, 1 should 
have recited. It goes. 

Humpty Dumpty baitha par chhat 
Humpty Dumpty girgaya phai 
Raja ka paltan aur raja ka ghora 
Humpty Dumpty ko kabhi nahin jora. 

In the event, Muffety Mai proved 
fetching enough Tully was on his 
way. He arrived in IDelhi to the mingl¬ 
ed wintry morning smell of raw earth 
and open kitchen fires the mou/t.s of Cla- 
ridges Hotel had stoked. Tully remem¬ 
bers being rather groggy at the end of 
that long flight from London —it took 
three stopovers and 20 hours those 
days—but there was something brac¬ 
ing about the aroma floating outside 
his hotel room. 

"I smelt it and suddimly memories 
of my childhood were bolting through 
my mind, 1 was being carried back, as 
if in an electric train. At that moment 1 
realised that India was something spe¬ 
cial for me." 


That smell has waftt*d a long way 
across fromTully's past; it runs needle- 
like through the many eras the man 
seems to live in at the .same time. It 
belongs to 1945, when Tully, as a boy 
of 10, left the cosy cradle of the Raj tor 
the cold discipline of English schools; 
It liclongs to 1%5 and that first day of 
return at the Claridges Hotel. 

it Ungers even today in Tully's East 
Ni/amuddin house, it lives in the fin¬ 
gers of Ram Chander who, for the last 
20 years and more, has cooked Tully 
the meals he sometimes seems to live 
for. 

At the moment. Ram Chander 
(detailed in the first chapter of No Full 
Stops in India by Mark Tully, Penguin 
Books India, Rs 95) is a picture from 
the Ra)-day district collector's 
bungalow’, set on his haunches in the 
dappled courtyard at the back of the 
house, diligently putting the shine on 
half a dozen pairs of Tully Saheb's 
shoes, perhaps the last of a long mor¬ 
ning's chores. 

The clutter of breakfast is over, the 
master having lavished attention on 
his favourite meal with the usual 


gusto. Gillian, Tully's live-in mate for 
close to two decades, is forever disap¬ 
proving of his love for embellished 
breakfasts, but it is an argument she 
has now given up "Mark just loves 
his meal and eggs, he must have huge 
amounts. We us«l to have big rows 
over it, but he is just too fond of these 
heavy breakfasts." 

Her proud little victory has been to 
get Tully to avoid meats at lunch. 
"Considering his love for meat, it's a 
big concession." Some of that daily 
rich fare tells in the way Tully flaps up 
the stairs to the South Asia offices of 
the BBC, bulging folio in one hand, 
glasses in the other, belly a Wodehou- 
sian six inches ahead of him. A gentle 
peppering of smiles and greetings for 
the staff a quick but intent look at how 
the wires foretell the day, a couple of 
ixld entries into the diary, a phonecall, 
a little note to someone, a little note 
from someone, a moment's mental 
arrangements and then—if nobody 
has bwn assassinated on the subconti¬ 
nent and if no governments are falling 
and no bombs going off — Tully flops 
into his chair 
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iM Jfook, I did not decide one fine day that lam going to be a great fHend 
of this country. I have done very critical and attacking stories and I have IlKsd the 
wrong end of the stick here. But it is also true that I am very fond this country 
and I also bdieve that that helps in reporting a country* 


T he most durable foreign correspon¬ 
dent in India is nearing the end of 
an innings daily celebrated over a mill¬ 
ion radio-sets in the country for the 
last two decades. An innings during 
which bouquets and brickbats, a jour¬ 
nalist's most coveted trophies, have 
been wholesomely earned. 

Beginning May Day, Mark Tully left 
the staff of the BBC and went instead 
on a two-year contract which spares 
him the daily grind of newsgathering 
and leaves him financially better off. 
Negotiations on this had been on bet¬ 
ween the BBC and Tully for the last 
four years. "The daily business was 
getting too much," and it is only now 
that some clarity is emerging on Tul- 
ly's status. He will now be one of seve¬ 
ral South Asia correspondents for the 
BBC, but he will not be reporting on a 
daily basis and he will not be on their 
staff. 

Much later in the conversation Tul¬ 
ly would .say that working for the BBC 
or journalism was not the end of his 
interest in India. Neither was it the 
begii\ning. 

Those two points are lost, really; the 
beginnings are in the hazy wrap of 
infancy, Tully having been bom in Cal¬ 
cutta in October 1935, the end he sur¬ 
renders to the uncertainties of the 
future. 

"How can I tell you where my karma 
will take me, 1 believe in following my 
calling rather than trying to push it 
around. What 1 can say is that India is 
a huge part of my life, if I hadn't been 
here the last 20 years of my life I would 
have considered those years wasted. 
India has been my calling and 1 would 
like it to remain so." 

Often, too, much.is made of Mark 
Tull/s India-friendliness, almost as if 
he were constantly out to prove it, as if 
he were stretching himself to embrace 
India merely in oMer to live up to an 
image. This is, perhaps, unfair on Tul¬ 
ly and more unfair on his Delhi-based 
colleagues from the foreign press, 
who are often perceived as unfriendly 
simply because they are not as 'Indian' 
as Tully. 

As Tully himself says, "Look, 1 did 
not decide one fine day that 1 am going 
to be a great friend of this country. I 
have done very critical and attacung 
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stories and I have faced the wrong end 
of the stick here. But it is also true that I 
am very fond of this country and I also 
believe that that helps in reporting a 
country." 

Tully's warming up to India and 
vice versa has been more a natural pro¬ 
cess than a contrived one. Being able 
to live in and to report the Indian out¬ 
back, for instance, is not just a matter 
of professional discipline that Tully is 
able to enforce on himself in order to 
get the better story. He enjoys it. 

In 1991, Tully and Gillian rode to 
dusty Devasthali in Ballia to attend 
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar 
great Samajwadi Party show. They 
could easily have rented a hotel room, 
grotty though they arein Ballia, but 
they chose to stay in the temporary 
tent city, amidst the sands. "VVe just 
loved it," Gillian says, "and we decid¬ 
ed to stay on for five days, even 
though the story did not warrant it 
because the people were so lively and, 
of course, Devasthali was by the rail¬ 
way line and the trains would come 
and stop. Mark is so fascinated by 
trains." 

Tully gleefully confesses to being a 
railway maniac, something that he 
inherited from his father, a Raj rail¬ 
wayman. He thinks air is the most tedi¬ 
ous and boring way to travel and 
never takes a flight where he can take a 
train. His fascination for the railways 
is at one level also part of his fascina¬ 
tion for India because often when he is 
taking of his love for railways he is talk¬ 
ing of "Indian railways" and he is talk- 
iiw of Indian routes and places— 
"Oh, I love the Howrah station and 
the Naini bridge near Allahabad and 
that stretch of forest between Itarsi 
and Nagpur, or the little Kalka-Shimla 
train...actually, you know, put me on a 
train anywhere in India and I am 
happy!" 

A lmost all his childhood memories 
of India revolve around the rail¬ 
ways. He remembers evenings of glit¬ 
tering balls and the parties and tennis 
parties at the home of his parents in 
the last days of the Kaj in Calcutta. But 
recollections of train rides are stronger 
and more prized.' 

Tully was sent initially to an all- 
British school in Darjeeling. To get 
there, the family would take the night 
train from Sealdah.station knd reach 
Siliguri sometime the next morning. 
"Then we would hop on to that little 
train that wove up to Darjeeling via 
Kurseong. We would have lund\ at 
Kurseong, lovely lunches. My father 
was a director of that railway called 


the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railways 
in those days. That is one of my favou¬ 
rite journeys." 

He also remembers the rickshaw- 
pullers of Darjeeling pla}dng crown 
and anchor in the bazaars and being 
taken to the wartime American camps 
to buy chocolates. But his broader 
view of life and of India he probably 
took from his maternal grandfather, 
the man who taught Tully the Hindi 
versions of Little Miss Muffet and 
Humpty Dumpty. 

TulJ/s father was too moulded into 
the stiff ways of the Raj to reach out to 
India, the grandfather was much less 
restricted by the English way of life. 
Tully affectionately calls him "a bit of 
a rogue"—the old man was actually a 
jute and indigo trade who ran a flouri- 


Wlth their Retriever: Looking to India 









omehow I feel there is a great danger in imagliiiii^ that things are 
better in the West because that is not so. You see chaos here in India, hut it is much 
less disturbing tiian the cluKMi of the West It is much less disturbing than the 
linear materialism of the West I do not know where the West is heading really’ 


shing business in upcountry Bihar 
and Bengal. 

The maternal ancestors of TuUy 
have been in India a long long time. 
Tally's is the fifth generation in the 
family which made India its lifetime 
base. His mother was bom in Akhaura 
which lies at the tri-junction of the 
Dhaka-Sylhet-Chittagong rail lines in 
Ban^desh. 

"Because he operated in the interior 


and because the nature of his work 
brought him in direct touch with the 
people, my grandfather was more into 
India and less into the Raj. He was 
unshackled by the unwritten rules of 
Raj officers, he was more mast." 

He has quite obviously treaded his 
grandfather's footsteps rather than his 
tether's. He loves being a bit of a Raj 
Sahib—as, doubtless, his grandfather 
did, too—but that does not cramp his 


style. TuUy is as much at ease playing 
crosslem^ cheroot-smoking master 
to RamX^nder as he is join^ the 
Ram Chander dan in the village for a 
Harijan wedding. And he is definitely 
happier tedng an abusive crowd in 
India than bdng cocooned in the Lon¬ 
don studios of me BBC 
During the near-pomanent succes¬ 
sion battles in the Janata Party, TuUy 
made the error of predicting t^t ]a^- 
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P-223, CIT Hoad. SehmVI-M 
Kankuigaclr. Cal-54. 

(Near N«w rational Higt\ 
School). Ph 37-3663/5770 


• CALCUnA(BEHALA): 

1. Hoy Bahadur Road. 
Cal-34 (Near 14 No Bus 
Terminus) 

Ph- 29-3989/3807 


• CALCUTTA (SOUTH); 

56 G. Puma Das Road 
2nd Floor, Cal-29. 


• HOWRAH 

14(1 Dobson Road. 
iNeai Asholo 


(Near Gpipaik Bata For HER) Hotel Golmohar Patk) 


• DIMGAPUR 

Near Kali Ban 
Benachity, Ourgapur. 
Ph. 4424/25 


COMPUTERS 

THE 

NEW QUALIFICATION 


CIUNDRA DSTA STSTIMS 


A complete 
house ot Computer 
Education 


Prepare you lot Today 


2S/8. Tarachand Dun Strcei 
Colcuna - 700073 
Opo Mohammed All Peril 
Phone 38-7605 


Joint Entrance Exam. '94 

(Enqiiiiterinq & Modicri!) 


Dependable Postal 
Classnxim Coaching. 
Results unttormly excellent. 
Prospectus Rs.2S 
Cash/M.O., Enroll now. 


Bhovvanipore 
Coi rpspondencc College 


S9ASPMuUw|wfl«Kl 
(new Haas Road aiming S 
0pp. Baiuiraa dnanial. 
Calculta-ie. 

Phone 74-6967 


Admission 

Notice 


• Diploma in Commer¬ 
cial Art (with computer 
graphics). 

• Diploma in Interior 
Designing (with com¬ 
puter aids). 

• Diploma in Fashion 
Designing 

• Diploma in Personal 
Secretary 

Contact 


\ Ceetek Office 

Sunday Open 


(for prospectus and 
enrolment form Rs 10/-) 
From 5th September '93 ot 

Aoidemy of Rne Arts Bidg. 
2nd floor 

2, Cothedroi Ro^, Cal-71 


ACAOBftrqe 
"j l£A^tlS/B. 


Ph 744661 


Howfah-1 Ph; 660-6086 




































van Ram was the man who would be 
king, not Chaudhary Charan Singh. 

“It is one of those v&y journalistic 
errors of judgement you make and 
then you do the other very journalistic 
thi^ of sticking to it. So w.hen I went 
to Chaudhary Charan Sink's house 
the next time, there was this hu^ 
crowd hurling abuses at me—oBC 
Jagjivan Ram ni chamcha hai, Mark Tul- 
ly murdabad, MarkTuUy tvapas jaao, 
and that sort of thing, very enjoyable 
really. And, you know, the funny 
thing is that I was much closer to Chau¬ 
dhary Charan Singh than I ever was to 
Babu Jagjivan Ram, Babuji was too 
closed up, Charan Singh was a friend." 

If Tully has found affection in this 
country — “We have many more 
friends here now than we could ever 
have in England or anywhere else"— 
India is also the place from where he 
has been expell^ (during the Emer¬ 
gency for not submitting to censorship 
regulations), where he has been treat¬ 
ed with suspicion and disdain (by Mrs 
Indira Gandhi who, for the most part, 
saw in Tully and the BBC an adversary 
trying to conspire against her) and 
where he has received death threats 
(from one or the other fundamentalist 
group). 

But Tully has taken all of it as the 
package that is India that he loves. His 
trader grandfather seems more likely 
to have done that than his Raj railway¬ 
man father. There are aspects of life as 
a child in the Raj thatTully has come to 
resent. His abiding thought of those 
days, he says, is that theirs was an 
utterly protected life. 

"I mean we were living in India, but 
it was a very English sort of life...I was 
not at all aware, for example, of the 
sodcvpolitical ferment in India at that 
time. We went to schools where all the 
children were British, and rich mid- 
dleclass British. We had European 
nannies whose main task was to prev¬ 
ent us getting too close to Indian serv¬ 
ants and to ensure we did not pick up 
any Hindi. We only played with Bri¬ 
tish Raj children." 

Tully eventually became a victim of 
what he calls the "inhuman habit" of 
the British in those days to send their 
children back to England for schoo¬ 
ling. He left India in 1945 and was to 
remain away for the next 20 years until 
he decided to spin the Muffety Mai 
magic on the BBC selection board. 

He went through the "normal 
rungs" prep school and then public 
school. TThen he spent two years in the 
Army doing compulsory service, he 
was an officer wim the armoured 
corps, the First Royal Dragoons. The¬ 



‘Peihaps Bhagwan will show ma lha way* 

reafter, he enlisted in Cambridge to 
study history and theology and set out 
to b^ome a priest. 

"But I was spending too much time 
in the pub and not enough in the cha¬ 
pel so the bishop told me to go away. 
Quite rightly so, because I wasn't suit¬ 
ed for a career in the Church of 
England, I lacked the courage and the 
moral fibre to do it, really." 

Then came another sack and ano¬ 
ther switch in careers. Tully was just 
settling into a career in the voluntary 
sector—promoting housing for the 
old in the North of England — when 
the founder of die organisation was 
sacked by the committee. "I had been 
recruited into the job by this person 
who now found himself sacked so I 
ttx) thought I could no longer stay." 

He was jobless and careerless again. 
Shortly thereafter, though, the Cam¬ 
bridge University appointments 
board informed him of a "personnel 
job of middle level seniority" going in 
the BBC. "I had no experience in per¬ 
sonnel and 1 was in the middle-level 
seniority of nothing. But I went and 
for some extraordinary' reason, they 
gave me the job. Then, after a year, 
came the opening in the BBC office in 
Delhi and I went for it because I 
always had a great desire to get back to 
India. Obviously, my childhood days 
had left a huge impact on me 
somewhere." 

hen he came back to India in 
1%5, it was more out of reasons 
of nostalgia; he was bored in England 
and was lookipg to recapture some of 
the romance of his childhood. Over 
the years now, that romantic yearning 
has pcovm into a more mature and last¬ 
ing love and respect for what India is 
all about. 

' 1 was very much a Raj boy when 1 
had come for tlie first time as an 


adult," hesays, “Ibelievedin thegreat- 
ness of the Raj and the superiority of 
the British. Probably those days I 
would have seen the donolition of the 
Babri Masjid as merely a law and 
order problem to be tackled at the poli¬ 
ce level, which is a terrible and totally 
erroneous way to look at it." 

Fur all the crises and upheavals Tul¬ 
ly has reported from India, he sounds 
infinitely more hopeful about the futu¬ 
re of life in these parts than in the 
West. "Somehow I feel there is a great 
danger in imagining that things are 
better in the West because that is not 
so. You see chaos here in India, but it is 
much less disturbing than the chaos of 
the West. It is much less disturbing 
than the linear materialism of the 
West. I do not know where the West is 
heading really. In India there is 
always hope because for all the chaos 
of life and for all the irritating traffic 
jams, there is no threat of things head¬ 
ing towards an end, life rolls on and 
on..," 

Gillian, for all her lack of lineage in 
India, ("Unlike Mark, 1 am the first 
one in my family to have come to 
India") is more emphatic in her critic¬ 
ism of the West and in her fondness for 
India. She Ends England depr^ing 
and dismal. 'T know that there are lots 
of problems here, too, but Uiere are so 
many people here and so much josh in 
them. They are all doing something. In 
England people are tir^ and depress¬ 
ed and nobody is doing anything 
about it. I am very sad and angry at 
what is happening in the West. Mark 
and 1 very much want to go on living 
here, we would not want to live any¬ 
where else." 

Perhaps, a little house some day, by 
a railway track in the outback, which 
is Tolly's dream. "Perh^," he says, 
"perhaps. I'd love that Perhaps Bhag¬ 
wan will shovy me the way." ■ 
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NNER EYE □ Bejan Daruwalla 



Aries 

March 21—April 20 

Your job, profession or 
business get 
accentuated once again 
and this remain the 
dominant trend till the 
I 23rd. Your work will 
also necessitate travelling before the 10th. 
If you are footloose and fancyfree, you 
will have a lot of fun thanks to Mars, the 
eneigiser. 

Taurus 

Apnl21—May 20 

This isa week to pove 
to the world and to 
yourself that you have 
an enormous potential, 
be it regarding your job, 
an affair of the heart, or 
the ability to conceive and actually 
deliver. Those in distribution, 
advertising, copywriting, news and film 
production win their spurs. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

Your personal affairs 
will vie with renovation 
and decorations at 
home as the full moon 
and the moon's last 
quarter point in that 
specific direction. Venus, the charmer, 
will help you get things done in an artistic 
and pincely manner, and won't that be 
wonderful? 




Leo 

July 21—August 21 

Venus in your sign. 
Western astrology, 
makes you active in all 
emotional situations, as 
well as your work 
schedules. Learn to 
budget your time and money, and you 
will M happy for it. You will spnd some 
time helping the poor and the sick. 
Travelling is certain. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 



s 

uHlJ 


The full moon makes 
you romantic, idealistic 
and creative. It will 
soften the tslges of your 
prsonality and, 
consequently, you will 
be well-liked. Venus and Jupiter in 
excellent placing will help you bag a 
contract, negotiate and go in tor a final 
settlement. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

The Mars-Jupiter duo 
in your sign. Western 
astrology, gives you the 
stimulus and thi> luck to 
overcome all obstacles, 
including rivalry and 
deceit. News from a distant plaa> will be 
unusually impirtant and may result m a 
trip. Ceiemonic's, rituals, functions and 
meets are favoured the next 23 days. 




Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Home and proprty 
will collide with vour 
busy working schedule 
and you ha ve no other 
choice but to live with 
that; Friends will 
certainly do their best to help you out. 
Please remember that they too have their 
own problems and lives to lead. Go in for 
a smooth, lasting relationship. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

The law of averages will 
work in your favour 
and that means chances 
can be taken, be it love, 
pb or business. 
Overseas connections, 
ceremonies, publicity ventures and 
collaborations are on the cards for 
t?apricomians Communicate and 
contact efficiently for greater success. 

Aquarius 

January 20—Febaiary 18 

Romance, 
shift/transfer and 
house moving are the 
areas which come into 
focus between now and 
November, 
loinl-finance, taxt*s, and loans are the 
other important affairs. Health might 
pose a few hazards, so it will pay to be 
careful. Those in import-expirt do well. 




Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

Time to go right ahead 
as sun, signifying 
power, and Uranus, 
quick results, help you 
all the way, be it 

_finance, romance, 

power struggles, journey, creative 
pursuits, teaching and informing, or 
pLiin buying, selling and shopping. This 
is the time to make important decisions. 


Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

This is a favourable 
time tor partncTships, 
right from business to 
personal, and that 
should sound great to 

_you What you do now 

will have a most favourable respinse 
after November 19. This week will be 
spent in an active preparation for that. A 
good week for contacts and socialising. 


Pisces 

february 19—March 20 

The full moon m your 
.sign. Western 
astrology, brings out 
the best in you. It means 
imagination, 
sensitivity, intuitive 
flights and corresponding action This is 
the right time to reach out to pople 
through posters, ads, letters, meets, 
conferences, telegrams and so on. 
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Nehponzan myohoji 

TEMPLE 

' i 

T he Nipponzan Myohoji (Japan Buddha to Mahatma Gandhi's freedom movement ^ ' 

Sangha) temple, situated on the east of Some of the saint's disciples ev!Em stayed at. 
the Lakes in south Calcutta, was Sewagram and continu^ to pray for India's* 

founded by the most Yen. Nichidatsu Fujii independence through a single word, 

(1885-1985;. The Nichiren sect of Japanese Na-Mu-MychHo-Rm-Ce-Kya. Such 

Buddhism landed in Calcutta on January 16, connections led to the construction of the 
1931 to propagate the doctrine given by Saint Rajgir Peace Pagoda and the Kalinga Peace 
Nichiren that the Buddhism of Japan would, Pagoda,alike. 

without fail, return to India. These incidents prompted Jugal Kishore 

On reaching Calcutta, he did not know on Birla, son Of Raja BaldeodasBirla, to offer land 

who should he depend upon to carry out his to build a Buddhist temple in Cahnitta. The 
task. Hewas, however, offered food and ter^leivas completed by Fri»uary, 1935. With 

shdt^ at theGurd wara. Soon he began his t]^CHitl»«ak of World war B, the ^tish 

march on the streets of Calcutta, beating the government asked all Japanese people to 
drum and chanhng the prayer, ■, l^ve India, The government even to 

'‘Na-Mu-Myty-Ho^Ren-Ce-Kyo". takeover this temfde, but IBhdu monk Swami 

On October 4,1933, he met Mahatma DiranandaStastii^imsieBadlsch^of Ven. 

Gandhi in Wardha. The Mahatma was deeply. Nichidatsu) lesiai^ aBeB<^ and Started 
impressed by his teachings and himself beaihigBiedaiiniimdd^ha#^^ ^ 

uttered, "Nfl-MH-Myo-Ho-Rew-Gf-Kyo," 

saying,"youjapan^menofrdigionusea After the Wap'; i 

very powerful thing in your prayer, dem't India to itore^Ih^dlai^ gi^C^ 

YOU?" and himself tegan to beat the drum. country. mrecoiteitni'etedB^Biiddh^ 

Yen. Nichidatsu later wrote in his book that centre in Rajghr«ndlndftBw big ahw on ' } 

. Gandhiji seemed to find the same princr^ of Ratnagiri.Inl978,he'wMhoncnirea withdte . ' \ 
theabsolutenon-violence in Buddhism. The Jawahaxial Nehru Award fm Intenutknud ‘fj 

Japanese saint and his disciples weredevoted Undet atot ^ to ^g.. . 

. - — _______>-- - _____!_! LiAlJ ! lJl__ L! I ! - ‘ , ' y.. ’ ■ ‘ 
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NOTE: All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


INTERNATIONAL 


£ Aoutefdaiii'Delhl-Calcutti: 

Arr.(7):Klr875at0135. 

£ Calcttha-Deilii-Ainsteniim; 
Dro.(7);KL-876at0340. 
CalcutU-Singapore: Dep. (4); 
SQ-420atl310. 
Singipore^lcuHa: Arr. (2); 
SQ416at1025. 

Dclhi-Olcutta-Singaporc: Arr. 
(I>;AI-682atn45;Dm.(l): 
Al-430at 1300; Arr. (5): AI-428 at 
0540; Dep. (5): AJ-428 at 0650. 
Singapcnte-Calcutta^Delhi: Arr. 

(5); AI-429at 1625; Dep. (5): 
AM29atl740. 

Singapore-Calcutta-Bombay; 

Arr. (1): Al-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431 atOlOO. 

0 Slngapore-Dhaka'CalcuiU; 
Arr.<4):SQ-420atl210. 

O Calctttta>Ohaka*Singapoie: 
Dep. (2).SQ-416at 1130. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok-To- 
kyo: Arr. (5): Al-306at 1730; Dep. 

(5) :AI-306all910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calculta>Boni- 
bajn Arr. (6): Al-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :Al-309atl930. 
Calcatta-Bombay-London-New 
y«tk: Dep. (2): Al-101 atOKX). 
CalcuHa-Delhi'London-New 
York: Dep. (5): Al- 
429/A1-187/A1-101 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
ii'Ncrw York: Dep. (6): Al- 
309/Al-lllatl9m 
Calcutta-Delhi-London'Toroiil 
o:Dep (5);Al-429/AI-187at 
1740 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paria; 
Dro. (6): A1-309/A1-I47 at 1930. 
Calculta-Delhi-Rome^eneva: 
Dep. (5); Al-429/Ar-171 at 1740. 
Caicntta-Delhi-Frankhirt'Paria: 
Dep. (5); A1-429/A1-141 at 1740. 
Ca(culta-Bombay>Delhi-Pari«>F- 
rankfurt: IDep. (2V. Al- 
431 /AI-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): Al- 
309/AI-147 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314at 1355. 

Banckok-Calcutta: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7): 10732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6): 
TG-313af 1240. 

Calcutla-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5):lC-747atl245;Dep (1,6); 
RA-214at 1455 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3, 
5);IC-748at 1615; An. (1,6): 
RA-213atl355. 

CalcuKa-Dhaka: D^. (1,3. .5,6): 
lC-723atl330;Dep (1,5); 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3, b, 7)- 
BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4): BG-092 
at2125;.Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,7): 
BG-0% at 1«0; Dep. (4): BG-096 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcutla: An. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-724 at 1600; An. (2,3,6,7): 
BG-091 at 0925; An. (4). BG-091 


at0755;An.(l,,5):BG-09lat 
1015; An. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4); RG-095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chlttagong: Dep. (6): 
IC-225at 1230; (4); BG-698 

at 0835; Dep. (7): BG-698 at 1525. 
Chittagong-Calcutta; Ar. (6): 
IC-226al 1450; Arr. (4): BG-697at 
2045; An. (7): BG-697at 144,5. 
ParoCalcutta-Bangkok: An. 
(2):KB-105at0805;Dep.(2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calaitta-Pan>: An. 

(7): KB-106at 1005; Di-p. (7): 
KB-106atll05. 

A Sofia-Dubai-Calcutta; An. 

(4): I^:-503at 1200. 

A CalcuHa-Dubai-Sofia: Dep. 
(4);LZ-504at2250. 

* Moacow-Sharlah-Calcutta: 

An (4):SU-.S37atl5S5. 


London-Delhi-Calcutta: An. 

(1): Al-132/Al-682atH45. 

New York - London - Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: An, (5). Al-112/AM28 at 
0540 

Paria-Frankfuit-Delhi-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1): Al-146/AI-682 at 1145, 
Toronto-London-Delhi-Calcutt- 
a:An.(l):Al-186/Al-682at 1145. 
Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5); Al-756/Al-306at 1730. 
Bahrain - Doha - Bombay • Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5); Al-876/Al-306 at 
1730 

Dhahtan-Bombay-Calcutta: 

Arr. (5): Al-8I6/At-306at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (.5): 
Al-736/Al-428at0540, Arr. (1): 
AI-734/Al-682atll45 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 

(5)' AI-806/A1-.306.U 1730 



' Calcutta-Sharjah-Moacow: 

Dep.(4):SU-.538dtl755 
$ Aimman-Calcutta-Bangkok; 
An. (4); RJ-184 at 0705, Dep. (4): 
RJ-184at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman; 

An. (4): RJ-185at 14.50, Dep (4) 
RJ-185 at 1.550. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah - 
Abu Dhabi: Dep (2) Al- 
431/Al-703 at 0100 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
n: Dep (2): Al-431 / Al-873 at 
0100. 

Calculta-Bombay-Delhi-Mosco 
w: Dep. (6); AI-309/Al-515al 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muscat; Dep 
(2): Al-431 /AI-R33 atOlOO; Dep. 
(6)' Al-3t>9/AI-845an930 

Calcutta-Delhl-Muacat: Dep. 

(5) :Al-429/AI-«41atl740. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep, (2): AI-431 / AI-7;i3 
at 0100; Dep. (6). Al-,309/Al-735 
al 1930, 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 

(6) : AI-309/Ai-215 at 19.30 


Kuwail-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): Al-8.56/Al-306 at 17.30 
Riyadh-Bombay-Caiculta: Arr 
(5) Al-826/AI-;K16all730. 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta; Arr (5); Al- 
70(i/AI-.30hal 17.30. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(51: Al-82b/AI-,306al 17.30. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-India 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2). 
AI43t dt0100;Dep. (6)-A1..309al 
19.30 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (.5): 
AI-.306at 1730. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (5). AI429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (1). AI-682 


at 1145, An. (5): AI428 at 0540. 

Efist West Airlines 

Calcutta-Delhl: Dep. (1,2, .3,4,5, 

6): 4S 805 at 1455. 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 4S 806 at 112.5. 
Calcutta-Guwahali; Dep. (1,2, .3, 

4.5.6) . 4S 812 at 1155. 
Guwahati-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2, .3, 
4, .5.6): 4S 811 at 142.5. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at (W.30; Arr. U, 2,3.4, 5, 
6): D210.3 at 19.30. 
Calcutta-Bombay; ITep (daily): 
D2-102 at 091,5, Dep (1,2, 3,4, .5, 

6) :D2 104 at 2000. 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutla-Agartala: Dep. (daily): 
IC'-741 at07I0, I>-p (daily) 
IC-743at 1300; Arr. (daily): 
IC-742at0940, An. (daily)' 
K’-744 at 15.30 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: [Tep. (2,4.6, 

7) )C-721al 1215,Ari (2,4,6,7) 
K'-722 at 145,5 

Calcutta-Bangalore: 1 >ep (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) . 1C 771at0620;Arr (1,2,3, 

4,6,7). IC-772dt 1200 
Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam • 
Madras: Dc'p (.3,5). IC-542 at 
104.5; Arr. (3,5). IC-541 al 1000 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily) 
IC-765at 1715, An. (daily) 
lC-76(iat222,5 

Calrutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6). IC-777at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6); 
lC-778at2I20 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273al 1945 and Dep (daily). 
IC-176 a 1091,5; An. (daily I: 

IC-274 at 1845 and An. (daily) 
lC-I75at0815. 

Calcutta-Port Blair Di>p. (2,4,6): 
IC-285ata540:An (2,4,6); 
lC-286at 1020. 

Calcutta-DcIhi; Dep (daily): 
lC-263 at 0700 and IC402 at 1720 
Dep. (2,4,6,7); IC-261 at 1900; 
An. (daily); 1C-401 at 1205 and 
lC-264 at 21.55, An. (2,4,6,7); 
lC-262at()800. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi: 
Dep. (daily): IC-8T0 at 0630; /tn. 
(dany)IC-a09atlll.5. 

Calcutta - Patna • Lucknow • 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3, .5): IC-410at 
1800; An. (1, .3,5): lC-409 at 2105. 


E No tiaftic rujhts on Dalhi-Caloitta-Delhi 
& No traflic nghls on Dubai- Calcutta-Dubai 
* No Iraftic rights on Calcutta -Sharjah-Calcutta 
@ No traffic nghts on Calcutta Dhaka-Calcutta 
$ No fraHic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-C)alcutta 


IS 






CakutU-Imphal: Dep, (1,3,5): Deo. (2,4,7): 10X57 811140; Arr. 

fC-259at0745; Arr. (1,3,5): (2,4,7); lC-258 at 1640. 

IC-260 at 1410. Calcutta-Cuwahati; Dep. 

Calcutta- Sllchar-Imphal; Dep. (daily): IC-229at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
(2, 4, 6,7): lC-25.'5 at 0850; Arr. (2, 5,6): IC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily). 

4.6.7) IC-256atl340. lC-2.30at 1620,Arr (1,3,5,6): 

Calcutta-SUdhar: Dep. (1,3): IC-712 at 1010. 

IC-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3): IC-254 Calcutta • Tcapur • Jorhat - Cal- 

at 1130 ■ cutta!Dep.(2,4,6);IC-213at 

CalcutU-Dilmi^; Dep. (2,4, 0900; Arr. (2,4,6): IC-213 at 1305. 

6.7) : IC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2,4,6, Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - Nag* 

7):IC-202atl430. pur •Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5,7): 

Calcutta ■ Cuwahati - Dimapun 10-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5, 


EASTERN RAILWAY 


Arrival 

Up Thna Howrah Tima Dn 

2311 19-15 OaM-KatkaMalt 7-45 23i2 

3006 19-20 Amritsar MaU 7-55 3006 

3003 20*35 . Bombay MaU via Allahabad t3-l5 3004 


2381 10-15 Poorva (Now Dolhl) Express via 17-00 2382 

Qaya-Varanasi 
Dep; Tues, Thurs & Sat 
Arr Wed, Fn& Sun 

2303 10-15 Poorva (New Delhi) Express via Patna 17-00 2304 

Dep; Mon, Wed Fri & Sun, 

Arr: Mon, Tues, Thurs & Sat. 

2301 15-30 R^dhaNExpresevlaSaya 10-45 2302' 

Dep. Mon, T ues, Thurs. Fri g, Sun. 

Arr Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat &Sun 

2305 13-45 Rajdhani Express via Patna 12-50 2306 

Dep; Wed.& Sat. 

Arr.Fn &Mon, 

3073 23-00 Himgiri (Jammu-Tawi) Express 11-35 3074. 

Tri-Wkly 

Dep: Tues, Fri & Sat. 

; Arr:Tu6S, Wed.&Sat 

6047 13-00 Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Express 4-30 5046 

Dep. & Arr: Sun, Mon, Wed & Fn 

3009 20 30 Dooo Express via Grand Chord 7-00 3010 

3007 9-40 Udy«i Abha Toofar* Express via Mam 18-15 3008 

Lme 

3049 13-20 Amritsar Express 15-30 3050 

3039 21-(X) DelhiJanata Express via Mam iHie 5 20 3040 

3019 15-05 Gorakhpur Express 11-55 3020 

3021 21-45 MithUa Express 5-00 302? 

5659 17-35 Kamrup (GkiwahatU Express 6-30 5650 

3317 5-10 Black Diamond Ex^ss 21 25 3318 

3029 17-11 CoaHMd Expreas 10-30 3030 

3035 18-20 Aaansol Express 8-45 3036 

3031 21-05 DanapurErqxeas 5 55 3032 

3025 23-00 North Bihar Express 11 35 3026 

D^; Wednesday 
Arr; Friday 

3071 22-30 Jamalpur Express 5-30 307? 

3015 9-55 8antinH(atan Express 15-40 3016 

1159 15-25 Chambal(Gwalior)Express 7-i5 1160 

Osp;Sat8iSun. 

Arr: Tues iS Wed. 

1171 15-26 Shipra(kidore) Express 7-15 1172 

- Oep:Tues&WKl. 

Arr:SiMSSun. 

3327 14*20 Bhaktlpw)(Chopan) Expreas 4-25 3328 

1181 15-25 Chambal (Agra Cank) Express 7-15 1182 

Thursdayonly 


Up Time Sealdah Time Dn 

3141 13-30 TaaMa-Totsa Express 6-30 3142 

Dep; Mon, Fri S Sun. 

Air;Wed,Firt,4Sun 

3143 19-15 DarjaaHngMatl B-45 3144 

3111 20-15 OalhIExpraas via Main Line 7-i5 3112 

5657 6-2S BancUiai>M«HK>GkPmss ! 20-35 5658 

3153 31-40 .CourBxpnse Sr^S 3154 

3161 t1-<^ Jammu^TawlExpresa 15-50 3152 

i»33 liN)-45 MugtMBWttExpresevia^ 12-65 3134 


lC-770at2120, Calcutta-CoochBehar-Bagdo- 

Calcutla - Bhubaneswar - gra • Calcutta; Dep, (1, .3,5); 

Madras: Dep. (2,4): lC-544 at I’F-707 at 1320; Arr. (1,3,5): 

1045; Arr. (2,4); IC-54.3 at 1005, PF-708 at 1700. 

Calcutta - Agartala - Shillong: 


- AIT. u, % o, / rr-/ui ai 11 lu. 

Calcutta-Jamshcdpur; Dep. (1, Calcutta - Aixawl - Agartala - 

3,5); I'|-7l 7 at 06.30; Arr. (1,3,5); Calcutta: Dep, (2,4,6,7); PF-705 
PF-718 at 0830. at 1140; Arr. G, 4,6,7): W-TOe at 

* Calcutta - Aizawl - Agartala • 1630. 

Calcutta: Dep. (1,3,5): PF-705 at 

09(K); Arr. (1,3,5). PF-706.it 12.50. * Technical landing at Agartala 


3103 18-20 BhagIrathilLalgola) Express 10-25 3lp4 

5185 12-40 Qan^Sagar((3hhiipra) Express 4-2$ 5186 

Dep 8 Arr: Tues, Thus & Sat, 



SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


Departure 


Arrival 


Up 

Time 

Howrah 

Time 

On 

6003 

20-45 

Madras Mall 

7-00 

6004 

8tK)2 

19 20 

Bombay Mall via Nagpur 

8-10 

8001 

2860 

12-30 

GItaniali (Bombay) Express 

15-15 

2859 

8034 

20-15 

Ahmedabad Express 

6-16 

8033 

8030 

11-20 

Kurla Express via Nagpur 

16-16 

8029 

2841 

14-25 

Coromandal (Madras) Express 

via Cuttack 

12-00 

2842 

6311 

22-35 

Bangalore Express 

Dep: Tues 

Arr' Sun 

13-45 

8312 

8013 

17-30 

Tata Steel Express 

10-20 

6014 

am 

5 55 

Ispot Express 

22-05 

8012 

8005 

21-00 

Sambslpur Express 

5-00 

8006 

8016 

21-30 

Ranchi Hatia Express 

6-25 

8016 

8007 

22 00 

Pun Express via Ci iltack 

5-30 

0006 

8409 

19-00 

Jagannath (Puri) Express via Naraj 

8-26 

8410 

2821 

6-10 

Dhauli (Bh(4>aneswar) Express 

21 30 

2822 

8079 

23-20 

Tirupatl Express 

4-15 

6080 

8045 

10-50 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Express 

15-00 

6046 

801/ 

16-45 

Puruiia Express 

Dep, Except Saturday 

Arr; Except Sunday, 

11-25 

8018 

63?2 

22-35 

Quwahatl - Howrah - Trivandrum Cen¬ 
tral Express Monday only 

22-15 

— 


14-10 

Trivandrum Central • Howrah • Qttwa- 
hati Express Saturday only 

13-45 

6321 


14-10 

Cochin Harbour Tarritlnus - Quwahatl 
Weekly Express (vis Visaidiapatnain & 
Howrah) Thursday only 

13-45 

6313 

6314 

22-35 

Quwahatl - Cochin HariMurTarmmut 
Weekly Express (via Howrah & Visakha- 
patnani) Saturday only 

22-15 


6316 

22-35 

Cochin Harbour Terminus Express 

(via Visakhapatnam & Howrah) 

Dep Fn & Sun. 

Arr- Tues. 

13-45 

6315 

6520 

22 36 

Ouwahatl - Bangalore City Weekly 
Express (ve Howrah & Cuttack) Wed¬ 
nesday only 

22-16 


— 

14-10 

Bangalore City • QuwahaU Weakly 

13-45 

6619 


Express (via Howrah & Cuttack) Monday 
only 


ENQUIRIES: For round the clock Information of Eaatam Railway 
and South-Eastern Railway trains, ptoasa dial 203646-54 $ar In¬ 
coming trains; 203536-44 lor all other tnfonmitlon. Forinfomiatlon 
about raaervatlons on Eastern Railway and South-Easism RaUway 
trains, dW 203496-3500 (from 9 am to 9 |pn on wsakdaya and'Omn 
to 2 pm on Sumtays and ga»tted holidii^.Traln aarviGa anqulry 
at Sealdah: 503535-37. 
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C an browsing through 
an atlas be exciting? 
Well I've just seen the New 
Oxford-Hammond Atlas of 
d\e World and it is. 

The atlas makes a strong 
claim: 'The most accurate 
and up-to-date atlas ever 
created.' 

Two factors made it spe¬ 
cially exciting. For one 
thing, it was the first atlas 
ever made from a digitized 
database; previous atlases 
have tended to use old base 
maps and use new data (for 
instance, data from orbit¬ 
ing satellites and informa¬ 
tion which has recently 
been released from Russia) 
to enhance them. This new 
atlas started from scratch, 
using a database which 
recorded billions upon bill¬ 
ions of points of data. They 
include towns like Council, 
Alaska (population I!). A 
map of the complete data¬ 
base, if laid out flat, would 
cover the area of three foot¬ 
ball fields. The database 
enabled cartographs to 
scale maps up or down 
without losing accuracy, 
and it is also extremely flexi¬ 
ble, so that the latest infor¬ 
mation on country borders 
can be incorporated 
quickly. Thus the atlas 
includes the Czech 


QUESTIONS 


Republic and Slovakia — 
which supports the claim 
of being up-to-date. 

The other exciting inno¬ 
vation is a remarkable new 
map projection: the Opti¬ 
mal Conformal. It offers the 
best ever solution to the 
map-maker's age-old pro¬ 
blem: how to project the 
earth's curved surface onto 
a flat plane. 

To date, maps of large 
areas have never achieved 
more than 95 per cent accu¬ 
racy. But the new map pro¬ 
jection produces maps 
which have only 1 per cent 
distortion, and over large 
distances this can account 
for measurements that are 
hundreds of miles more 
accurate. 

Here's an example. Until 
this new atlas was publish¬ 
ed the Lambert Azimurthal 
Equal area was the best pre¬ 
vious projection for the con • 
tinents. But imagine that 
you are a pilot flying bet¬ 
ween Caracas, Venezuela 
and Rio Grande, Argentina 
and you fuel up your plane 
based on what a Lamtart 
Azimurthal Map posts as 
the distance between the 
two cities. You'd probably 
crash-land in the shark- 
infested fkiuth Atlantic. 

That's because the actual 
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TN QUESTION 




what was'OJC. in 
D.J.’during the Raj 
days?(fStu^k 
Kumar Nag, Vill; 
Moptadanga, P.O.: 
Chinsurah RaHway 
Station, Dist 
Hooghly, West Bengal) 


It meant "Deshi Khana in 
Dinner Jacket'. In those 
days the nathie Indian 
army cheers got a poor 
dinner and lunch 
compared to their 
European counterparts 
even though they both 
had to dress formally in 
dinner jhchet. The 
quality as well as the 
quantity their meals 
were so poor that they 
had to eat outside just 
after the 'D.K. in D.J.' 


distance is rougltly 4,443 
miles while on a Lambert 
Azimuthal map it shrinks 
to 4316 miles. However, 
the Optimal Conformal 
projects put the mileage at 
4,429—an improvement of 
over 100 miles. 

It's a great team-up— 
Hammond Incorporated, 
which has long enjoyed as 
reputation as "one of Ame¬ 
rica's first map makers" 
and Oxford University Pre¬ 
ss, one of the world's larg¬ 
est university presses with 
its own tradition as an atlas 
and reference publisher— 
to offer a new pre.sentation 
of the world 

Unnikrishnan Nayar 
reports: 

"TheSouth India Club 
Open C?uiz for the Hindu 
Trophy attracted a dozen 
teams. The event, which 
was conducU'd by R.M. 

Sen, was won by the host 
club. Questions ranged 
from the serious - identify¬ 
ing the voice of M .1.. Vasan- 
thakumari to the trivial: 
'Which Indian cricketer is 
.nicknamed Ta-Ta?’ 
(Answer; A person not in 
the news any more: Siibro- 
to Banerjee.) The organi¬ 
sers intend to make the 
quiz an annual affair." 


1 ) Who are members of MFNSA, a 
society of a particular class of 
pet^le (Rahul Lahiri, K^ani) 

Z) About which car did Tne Times 
(London) say, "The vehicle is a 
virtual replica of the 1957 Morris 
Oxford'—chunky, solid, under 
powered and so tall that an average 
man might feel he could almost 
stand up"? (Anindita De, Calcutta 
45) 

5) Why was Guenther Parche in the 
news recently? (Kaushal Jain, Ran¬ 
chi 2) 

4 ) In slang, what would a person 
Who had ats have? (Biplab Biswas, 
Calcutta 65) 

5) In the US, which type of criminal 


is called 'Jack the Snipper'? (Deba¬ 
sis Ghosh, Calcutta 1) 

6) Which cricketer wrote the book. 
Chucked Around? (Saurav Datta, Sil- 
char4) 

7) What is the job of a "farrier"? 
(Nilanjan Bhowmik, Tinsukia 25) 

8) "My mother was watching me 
on television and she didn’t want 
me to hurt anyone." Who said this 
after winning an Olympic boxing 
gedd medal? (KalpasreeBlwJwinuc, 
aLlchar2) 

9 ) What is common to Red Craig’^s 
Royal, Mavis Rper, De'Shree, Cj^d- 
en Wonder, Ulster Prince, King 
Edward, Kerr's Pink and Maj^ic? 
fFarook Alam, MorigaOn) 

10) Poter Nigfcfs was the tide initial¬ 
ly given to whith famous atodem 
play? (Shabina Omar, Calcutta 19) 


ANSWERS 


-suieqnM aassau 
-uax Xq sJisaa powojti ztojaazis y (oi 
-saoteti^ 

j|0 sapaueA ^uaiajup ne aje Xaqx (6 
-ueuuMOj (g' 

'(saoqsasjroq 
sa>ieui oqM auo) io^adp as4oq v (4 
■mW5JD«l«H3(9 
> -sosBid 

oqqnd JO suieJl 'sasnquj uauiOM 
|o jjeq 8uoi aip fjo s^na oq/n auQ (S 
•saiduiiJO) 
ttaclo 

RinquiBH dHl ^ ^ 

ajnfM sa^ eotuoj^ pajTuq 9H4€ 

‘Jope^equi V (Z 

■Om*m W*'(t 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KAUFMAN 



ART>SY EQQI Chaltono*; Draw connacung Krtas, and add colora 
of your choioa tor an llUtflonary Easter ago dasign. 


EIGHT UPl OuicMy. subMcl eight, eight, eight end eight from 
eighty-eight tor the present wsi|^ of Kate, wino's eight. Oo it in 
your need 

•OeMA* peiopiUKa n muM ‘apunod mAuid 



CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES7 There are at toaH star dMtor- 
enoas In drawin g datela b etween tog and baaem p e n eW Hew 
giiiewy «n you And dtam? Ctwek anawa i a wAh tfwae beiiiw. 

iuejaiHp si autnu -g waiauKi r ajmSM ■$ jaiiaiut ai 
mo > luajewptiuws e 0uiet!Uis|Auiing ’2 -Au|SRujt)ipuad T:taoiiejeHia 


LAST WORD PUZZLER 

Think you're fiuniluir with old 
Miyinp? Hen- is e test. See how 
quickly you can correct the last 
word of each of the following' 

1. A siilch in time mvm e^t. 

2. A rolling stone gathers no loss. 

3. Out of sl^L out of glasses. 

4. AI) that glitters is not silver. 

5. There's many a slip 'twist the 
cup and the dip. 

A Every man has his Timbuktu. 

Tune limit- 2 min 


'•IJaWM 

i> dri s, piii;} I- puiw 1 r wiiN I 


D>WORDI A single seven- 
letter word starting and end¬ 
ing with the letter D may be 
inserted in blank spaces of 
the diagram below in a man¬ 
ner that permits it to be read 
in a dozen ways. 

Hint: It is a word that may 
be read both backwards and 
forwards. 

How tmickly can you dis¬ 
cover SUCTI a word? 


A|dUKVlll1M 

',pM}Ulp, plOM aUHMpCIUffRd MU. 



FUNSPOT 



THAT'S MOMI Mom's giving her new ptant sonw loving care. Apply 
eolora naoHy: 1—RatL a.— LL Mua. 5— Yallow. ♦—Ll. brown. 5— 
Flash tonas. S—Lt. graan. 7—Ok. brown. A— Purpte. 































QMICS 



CALVIN AND HOBBIS ■ WATTERSON 


































































































































































It is strange 
how most 
people 
become 
restless if 
they have 
to wait for 
their food. The Dum Pukht 
enjoined epicureans to 
savour a leisurely meal and 
while Delhi took to the con¬ 
cept reasonably well, Bom¬ 
bay rejected it out ot hand. 
Cfbyiously, pt'ople in the 
Western metropolis would 
rather chase money than 
enjoy a good meal. What 
diners have to understand 
is that not every restaurant 
is a glorified dliaiiba. Foi>d 
isn't di.shiHf out ot luituh 
simmering on an^ccthi 

In the West, everv good 
restaurant keeps its cliente¬ 
le happy with an endless 
variety of anncscyKt’/c In 
simple English, it means 
lid-bits that tickle the pala- 
t<‘. Not only do these little 
starliTS - and believe me, 
jutfniii, niuttihhii and 
I’achraii^a pickle cannot 
play that role— showcase 
the chef's talent but also 
give him time to prepare 
the Itiod ti.> perfection. And 
that’s what makes the meal 
an «'vent 

With that in mind. Team 
Kasoi created thi'seam/isc 
_>;i((7c with the chefs of 
Mewar, at theObc’roi, Bom¬ 
bay ttnly, when il comes In 
the }>ravv ns, we'd advise 
^’ou to use' smaller shrimp 
ancf increase the number. 
We 1 an't think of a better 
wav fciK'gm a meal. 

The rc'cipes; 

Khumbpakora 

INGREDIENTS 

4S Button mu.slirooms 
C (Hiking oil tci deep fr\ 
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The filling: 

150g / 5 oz Button 
mushrooms 
to g / 1-in. piece (anger 

12.5 g / 1 ,/4 cup Croriander 

5 g / 2 tbs Mint 
2 Green chillies 

2 g / I Isp Cumin stvds 
Salt 

6 g / 2 tsp Amchiii (mango 
powder) 

.5 g ,/ 1 tsp Black peppe,- 


powder 

1.5 g / 1/2 tsp 'V'ellow chilli 
powder 

1.5 g / 1/2 tsp Careen 
cardamom pow'der 
A pinch Nutmeg powder 
225g/ l/21b 

Checidar/processed c heese 

The batter: 

140 g / I cup Flour 
50 g / 1/2 cup Cornflour 


4 Eggs 

A pinch Asafoetida 
Sal' 

Serves: 8 

Preparation time; I i.lO 
hours 

Cooking time: 2-3 minutes 
for each set 

PREI’ARATRiN 
The mushrooms: 
Remove and reserve the 


Jhinga Pakora 





stalks (for the filling), wash 
the caps and reserve in 
water. 

The filling: remove the 
earthy base of the stalks 
and finely chop 
mushriK)ms. Snip off and 
discard the earthy base of 
the reserved stalls, finely 
chop, mix with the chopp¬ 
ed mushrooms and wash. 
Scrape, wash and finely 
chop ginger. Clean, wash 
and finely chop coriander 
and mint. Remove stems, 
wash, slit, deseed and fine¬ 
ly chop green chillies. 

Crate cheese in a bowl, add 
the remaining ingredients, 
mix well, divide into 24 
equal portions and make 
croc]uets of a diameter a lit¬ 
tle smaller than the 




mushnxim caps. 

The stuffing: Arrange 
half the mushroom caps 
upside down on the work 
surface, place a croquet on 
top, cover each with the 
remaining mushroom 
caps, secure with tcxjth- 
picks and free/e for 30 
minutes. 

The batter: Sift the two 
flours and salt in a bowl. 
Dissolve asafoetida in 15 
ml / 1 tbs of water. Add 
eggs, asafoetida and 60 ml/ 
1 /4 cup of water to the sift¬ 
ed flours and make a batter 
of fritter (pakora) 
consi.stency 

(XX)Kl.NG 

Heat oil in a kadhai, dip 
the frozen mushrooms in 
the batter and deep fry over 
medium heat until golden. 
Remove to absorbent 
paper to drain the excess 
fat and remove the 
toothpicks. 

TO SERVE 

Arrange the pakora on a 
platter and serve with 
iiaunth*. 

JhINGA PAKORA 


INGREDIENTS 
16 Prawns (large) 
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pleaae lend « Biiik Dnfi/KIO 
ihmi^'eh i(ra( contrdecr pnvMl 
kklrcM m I .nm Pen ()o, ^29, OkhW 
induftnil Knsre. Ne» llOUtlO 













T H E P I C K O F T H E W E E K 
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V I I) l. {) s 



In the t.inrof Fire. Haunted 
by his tiiiliire to protect 
M'K, seert't stTvue agent 
"our man C'lint" (F'asl- 
vv<Hxl) IS deternnned not to 
le» a st*cond chani e go by 
when the new Presulenl is 
Ihrealeni’d by .t in.iihac 
(|ohn Malkovich) Hirecti'd 
by Wolfgang relerson ot a 
Shattered past, he maki'sup 
this time with a gripping 
tale that has 61 year-(•id 
F-astwfHKl i-mole what he 
does lx's!' A kiiul I >f ttirmen 
ti-d ptislcombintsl with 
honoui ol heron propx'.r 
tions. Stylishly tilmeil and 
giHid spetial effisrls 
(Woody Allen's/ehg like) 
[Hits Clint right in the mid- 
ille of the 1 Valv I’la/a 
action. (let In the I .me n/ Fire 
.md feel llu'chill. 


M !' .S I C 

Beekohgy, VotumeslAlIrkt 
Mardi'65 a yoME nmi ioined 
supergroup Yanilmtis as Elk 
CUplon's 
repfaKcmeaL 
IM, ladies aad 
gentleiiieii, «a$ 

Jeff Beck. Here 
welia«eiani,liis 
dieqiieivdcw- 
eer packed up in 
tsfowiiHiieSifDr 
you to breath in 
the anisic as one 
of rock's great¬ 
est gidtarisi 



onto his Feneder Sbato- 
caster. So forget the rreoMe 
ai Foor Mind and get enchant¬ 
ed in the tKendhriqgMan 

kAaaa^n n^re^Mv 

■PIBVSo ■ VSy UBWee Wm9 HVWVI 

better. The good thing abont 
Jeff Beck is that he rcishes 
esery note, wbelher a sharp 
jab or the qiHiitesseatial bhies 
wail, and in the end it's pure 
ecstasy. And just after brew¬ 
ing thriiugh the evergreens 
Oner Under SUemaysDtmu 
yon get into the real Stapes of 
Tfeiqgs in Vohnne II. The exten¬ 
ded jam in Hew Wefs Tram 
TramaaA Supent^omana 
sure trqiper. There are 42 
tracks in this colection arni 
the variety vrii stun yon. A 
Soiqr product; Rs 50 each. 


pi B (1 O K S 

Re<uii>'uiru e 
Ihii^hterand 
Other StorW) U 
you arc the 
Indian to 
be publishcil 
ill Alirol 
Hilcht CK'k'-. 

Mystery .M.iga- 
xine yini 
reason to lie 

Shalan Savur 
as she had 
coming 
The lor- 

mer a.ssociate ed itor of ( 'ele 
firi/i/and Siwoi/ is r.,!vv all 
set to 

release her 
Ki’imiss(/) 1 ( e. 
that Ixiasts a 
mix loadtxl 
with thrills 
and chills. 
Addcnl to a 
detective clitt- 
hangerisa sub¬ 
lime tale of 
first love that 
Ls ih*stined to 


let passion 
firt^uming. 

Shalan, who 
has just com¬ 
pleted her 
Mvond book, a 
full-length 
novel. Born to 
Lnv, IS deft in 
the business of 
infusing fact 
with intrigu¬ 
ing fiction. 

And short stor¬ 
ies are tier for¬ 
te. her Killer 
G(iddf.-is was 
among the W 
bestshort stones chosen by 
A;>imivrk Chevkout 
Renuissince, it won't disap- 
fxiint A Kiipa publicat¬ 
ion; f<.s 60. 
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Wewmg pride: 
Ihe'iwi^ 


o wn er s'pride' 
people areal 
rea^tosetthe 


TbeOnidainr 
aeries of colour 
TVs prendaei 


■ extraortaiary. 

And now not 
only can you see 
MlVfnl 53 cm crystal dear, 
you can 

sing along wlh yow kind of 
mnsic: jnsHix a nuke and 
karekealtbeway. 

The surround sound gives 
you a concert hal feel, and if 
you do get carried away, 
HHinnny may have set on the 
sleep tuner for the IV to 
switcb off on its own. And the 
nudli-fnnclion remote alows 
yon to boss around. Use KY 
the way yon want I and fed 
the thril of being the monarch 
of al you see. 


r A SI I \ {. s 


Aiidab'. Taj Bcrngtil's Sonar- 
gaon will give you a taste of 
the real 1 .ucknowi stuff, 
something as exotic as it 
sounds; from Khushnuma 
Shammi Kebab and Flandi 
l ayiv/ toCalafi Kulcha to 
|ah e-A?am. 

F’l'rfix'tcd at the ITastark- 
hanas ol the Lucknow 
courts, this art came down 
from fatht'r to son, bieginn- 
ing with Shuja-ud-Daula. 
And It was an art perfevted 
to an extent tlial the master 
chets ot Lucknow in the 
loth century actually 
receivtxi a salary' ol FLs l,2tX) 
month, something that 
the court’s Prime Ministers 
didn't gel! 

So. till SeptemFxr 10, 
make \’our w'ay to Sonar- 
gaon aiul tind out whv 
those chi'ts got W'hat they 
dt*servi.xf. 












WILLIAM MARK TULLY, 58, Padma Shri, OBE, the man the BBC is known hy in this country and the 
man known in more Indian households than most Indians. Tally is now in the process of formally wrapping 
up with the Beeh though not seiering relations. He has chosen to leaw the staff of the BBC and go on con¬ 
tract instead, to continue doing what he loves best: reporting India. 
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What is your 
source of 
sustenance? 


A belief that there 
must be some 
meaning in life 
and a conviction 
that 20th century 
materialism has 
got it all wrong 




of sustenance? 

A lieliet that there must be' some 
me'aninj’ in lile and a conviction that 
2()th t'entury materialism has ge>l it all 
wrong. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

1 wem't tell you, 

What is your greatest regret? 

That 1 have hurt some people. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

Too many to remember. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

Memories of people I have hurt, 
leavmg people 1 love. 

How do you relax? 

Reading, or drinking with friends. 
What do you envy most in others? 

Hard work and application. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

As not too bad a person. 

How would you like to die? 

At peace with Ckxl and my fcllowmen. 














ua HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE INTEGRAL PART OF THE COLOURFUL 
PROGRESS OUR COUNTRY HAS AAADE TOWARDS SELF-RELIANCE. 
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TK^ PniUnmant stael Radials on the beat Indian automobilea. 
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Trains are 
Better; Bus! 

H That was a brilliant 
idea on the part of the 
Western Railways to 
ensure special care, main¬ 
tenance and beautifica¬ 
tion of their local stations 
at Ekimbay, starting with 
Bandra ('Exalted Station', 
August 8). Railways all 
over the aiuntry should 
follow suit. 

The Delhi Transport 
Corporation ('Line by 
Line') has to improve a 
great deal, beginning 
with the behaviour of the 
staff. 

But Calcutta's Metro 
Rail emerges as the win¬ 
ner; it is, perhaps, the 
only hhadra (civilised) sys¬ 
tem of transport available 
in the country. 

Prabal Gtiha, 
lamshfdpur 

■ The Metro Rail has 
quite an international 
reputation. Butisn'titsha- 
meful the way it needs 
decades to complete a 
short exten-sion? 

Niraj Dahnia, 

Howrah 

■ 1 think that the mass 
media is responsible for 
making a mountain out of 
a moieniU when it comes 
to criticising the Redline 


buses of Delhi. The mini¬ 
buses in Calcutta are no 
less notorious for their cal¬ 
lous driving and every 
Calcuttan knows this. 

Even the West Bengal 
State Transport Corpora¬ 
tion and South Bengal 
State Transport Corpora¬ 
tion buses are driven 
recklessly. 

It is true that more road 
accidents take place in 
Delhi than in Calcutta, 
but that is because the ave¬ 
rage driving .speed in 
Delhi is more than it is in 
Calcutta. 

Afroz Fatema, 

Howrah 

■ Our Clalcutta buses are 
also a class apart. 

First, we have no sys¬ 
tem of queueing at the 
bus sto^. Secoiidly, the 
same doors are us^ for 
entry and exit, causing 
chaos. And thirdly, any 
number of commuters are 
accommodated, utilising 
every square inch of sit¬ 
ting, standing and 
'hanging' space! 

Varsha Sdteth, 

Calcutta 

■ Whether they are red, 
green or blue, even if Vish- 
wakarma were to drive 
Delhi's buses, he could 
not have avoided acci¬ 
dents on roads that are 
thronged with numerous 




Calcutta's Metro Rail: Winner all the way 


■ Calcutta, too, ha.s its 
own 'Redline bust?s' as; 
v' Employment of 
drivers and conductors 
is biased in favour of 
'Red' supporters. 

Most buses arc paint¬ 
ed red; and 
e' The condition of 
these not-so-oid buses 
speaks volumes alniut 
their accident-prone 
nature. 

Rakesh Verma, 

Calcutta 


autos each vying with the 
other. 

1 think the best way out 
for Delhi would be to 
build an underground 
railway like that of 
Calcutta 

Taj Singh Lakhtnna, 

Paimi 

■ The storv gave us an 
idea about thi? transport 
systems in Bombay, Delhi 
and Calcutta. Why not 
Madras? 

Khandakar Mohidul 
Haque, 

Calcutta 
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; so MUCH has been said about Mother Teresa, 
and yet not enough. Exclusive extracts Irom Sunil 
K. Ehitt's photoinentary, just releastxl. 
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Harshad Mehta as he really is, with his defences 
down, in First Person. A scoop. 
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Cotfer Mother Teresa in the 
GurOwara, bv Sunrt K. Uult 











G Irish Kamad and A.K.Ra- 
manujan together was the 
meeting of minds which 
was invigorating at the 
worst of times. 

Kamad wrote the play, Naga 
Mandttla (The Cobra Pattern), in Chica¬ 
go in 1987 after he heard the folktale 
from A.K. Ramanujan. (The play was 
staged in 1990 by the late Shankar 
Nag, with 15 highly applauded 
shows.) Later, f^rnad himself translat¬ 
ed the play from Kannada into English. 

A visiting professorship as a Ful- 
bright scholar had taken Karnad to 
Chicago university where AKR had 
been teaching linquistics for over two 
decades, 

The association, of course, was 
much older. Karnad had already earn¬ 
ed a name for himself as a playwright 
of substance with such pathbreaking 
plays as Yayati, Tughlaq and Hayavada- 
na. And AKR had carved a niche as a 
poet, translator and assiduous aillcc- 
tor of folktales. 

It was one of those thoroughly 
absorbing folktales AKR narrated 
which spurred Kamad to craft his 
Naga Mandala. So, when the hallowed 
Cuthrie Theatre, the Minneafxilis- 
based Aniencan repertory tompanv, 
del ided to produce Niiga Mandahi as 
part ot Its lOth aimiversarv season, it 
was as much an hi>noiu to Indian 
theatrea> to AKK and C.irish Karnad. 

l.ven as the theatrical production ot 
Naga MaiuUila, premiered on julv I h at 
C.uthrie Theatre at Vineland I’l.ice, 
MinneajKilis, and on til! Septenihei 2h, 
IS mesmerising American audiences 
and elu iting rave reviews, Ramanujan 
sidiy has passed avvav. 

As il to remind the world wtuil they 
had achievinl toj>elher, AKR walchi'd 
a preview of Nagn Miiridiiln along with 
Cirish Karnad. |ust a day NTore his 
death "it wasSlmdav, lulv n,"rii'ali- 
ed Karnad, who has gist returned 
from the US "We both savv the play 
together. It was one ot thewe previews 
with the audience and t .iilhrie had 
invitevl him. He made a tew siigges 
lions which the director, C iarlaiid 
Wright, gracunislv aca'pled Later, 
Kamami|,m even spoki’ at a seminar 
on the show " 

Ramaiuiian left foi hom<- m t. Incago 
,md the nest diiv, lu’ was scheihiled to 
midergo an operation tor a tumour 
under his s|-mie which was bothering 
inm (or some lime I le got admitted to 
the hospital, but even In-tore tlu' iipera- 
tiou started hesultered a massne 
heart attack and ilied. 



F ittingly, the oponinj^ shnw of 
Maiiiialn — thi' first moiiern Indid 
phiy ('’bi’porfornied protossionally in 
tlio I'S — was (.lediLtited to Ramanu- 
)on. fSoih C.uthnfl heatre and its artis 
tic dirivlor, C.arland Wright, have a 

Ramakrishna Upadhya 

np)tts on the (hiish 
Kanicid-A.K. Ramanujan 
p/^n’.Naga Mandala, 
u'hidi has mesmerised 
A merican audiences 


high level reputation to live up to The' 
Guthrie Theatre, set up by Sir Tyrone 
Guthrie in ]%3, has earned a reputa¬ 
tion of a classical repertory di'dicated 
to artistic excellence and not necessari¬ 
ly ItHiking tor commercial gain 

In its very first year, the theatre pro¬ 
duced fourmajor productions. Shakes¬ 
peare's //ain/ct. Moliere's The 
Chekhov's The Three .Sisters and Mil¬ 
ler's Death of II Salc'imnn. It now perfor¬ 
ms seven plays during a nine-month 
season trt>m June to Fehruarc. 

Apart from N'ayii Maiulaln, Guthrie's 
loth anniversary celebratory .sisison 
features A Woman of No imjiortauce b\' 
Oscar Wilde, Nobel I’n/e winner 
Derek Walcott's contemporary plav. 
Dream on Monkey Mountain, Alexan 
der Ost rovsk v's Toe Clever by I Inlf, Pier¬ 
re Carlet de Marivaux's Trinmi’h ol 
/.Oi'cand Shakespeare's Othello 

During the sea.son, it employs about 



2(10 people who work on sets, 
costumes, jewi'llery, masks and a 
variety of props all built in tin* seven- 
tier backstage area. " Phe Guthrie 
Theatn-brought the repertory concept 
to America, which has now been fol¬ 
lowed by many others," says Karnad. 
"Normally, they do only classics and 
unlike Broad wa>', they are not depen¬ 
dent on ticket sales alone It is funded 
entirely by the local business 
community." 

For Garland Wright, who has long 
bec'n respected as one of the leading 
directors of American theatre, staging, 
an Indian play with all its Indianness 
was a huge challenge. And Karnad's 
advice to him was to "do the plav as 
you would like to do tor vour audien¬ 
ce". "Don't try to arrive at Indian folk 
form." 

rile initial reports suggest that the 
plav has Iven a huge success. A critic 
writing in the 'rlai I nhune comment. 
"Niiya Miimlahi is pure storv telling, m 
oiii e universal and vet \ erv dliferent 
from Western fiuropean traditit'ii " 

K.imad. wlu' was guest of hontnir -it 
theCiilhrie for HI days, was extremely 
pleasivl with the Ameru an prodiii - 
turn And what about Ramamiian's 
ri-aclion^ Karnad said he iiad liked it 
I'erv mucli.bul the iri'ni' is that he is 
not tiu're tos,uour rhesmeess. 

Nayil Mamtala indeerl !'.<is an eni h.in 
ting tale It re\ol\i-saiound tlie lileoi 
a I'oung woman. Ram. whi> is (rappf'i! 
in a loveless mairiage B\ iiightlall, 
however, she is visited by a King 
( obra disguised as her husband, who 
sliovxs Lmu--ual vsarmth .ind aiUx tion 
Hvt'ii as K.ini tries to figure (.mt the 
"real" husband, she finds hersell pre¬ 
gnant When the entire \ illageOsU.K i- 
.ses her as ,in adulteress, she is torced. 
to underla'ke a sort ol tnal-bv-snake. 

She pulls out the 1 libra Irom the 
anthill and hot innoceiii i‘ is proved 
v\ lien It does not bite her The tiuesfion 
i>t resolving the enigma about the true 
identity ot luT night visitor is left to thi' 
imagination C't the audience 

Interestingly, the Indian names ot 
the characters such as Kti[ipanna, 

Nag.i and Kurudavva havelx*en faith¬ 
fully retained though \irupama 
Nitvanandan, the Indian born actress 
v\'ho has worked in Pans lor the last 
SIX smars at I'heatu' du Soleil. is the 
only Indian in a largelv /\merican ca.st 

Agreeing with the open-ended 
curtain call. Nityanandan, w ho plays 
Kani in thi'Caithrieshow, says, "1 
think one ol the most interesting 
theatrical protc'sses is to let tlieaudien- 
ce's imagination have its part, to K't 
them till in the grips themselves." ■ 
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SECURITY 

COMPLEX 

Israelis take tivo Ifnrit^s deadschous: uater 
and secinHy. Pramit Pat Chaudhuri 
y^ives us a fUsthaud account, after suruiriuy 
t/iescarcilr()f()}ie lUidpleuty(ft/ie other 

Photographs by the author 


dislikes, mMivg with people. When he 
campaijjirs iit doesn't shake hands 
and refuses to kiss babies. 

And he's admired for it 

Soldiers never salute the siiperuir 
ranks. "Never?", I asked a ina)or "C>h, 
only if they want to humiliate the 
officer." 

Casualness comes with the si/e 
About the si/e of a big Indian district 
and \eiih hveinillion people it takes ‘Ml 
minuUs; for a car to traverse the 
country's wasp-waist 

Everyone knows anyone who is 
anything. So much sc> Israeli officials 
get tetchy about photosoi military olfl¬ 
eers. It would be too easy k'r Palestini¬ 
ans to find out where he and his tamil v 
live lews joke about thesi/eol then 
promised land. We went to the Chine¬ 
se to help us on tourism, said a W'ost 
Bank settler who was introduced to 
me as an "cibstack- to peace" The <. hi 
nese asked hi >vv many tourists we got 
a year. About a million a year, we 


I n a nutshell, and it's almost small | 
enough to tit in one, Israel is a 
south European nation with ! 
guns It'shkeat.rei-iewherecAe 1 
rybodV speaks gutturally t h, an Italy | 
when* men wear skullcaps W'hen you | 
drive through it exudes the VleditcTra-'| 
ne.in I'here is that aridiu'ss visible i 
beneath the legions of olivi-trees Eve . 
rvthing has a hot baked beige look 
ITie natives all wear shorts and san¬ 
dals. The tourists wear hats and 
tiousers It's easy to tell thi'in apart 
“sun makes Israelis brown, \ isiiors 
red. But the more unK|ue bits ot Israel 
do not taki' l( mg to reveal themselves 

Eciroiie, theie are the guns ITie 
i|ueue in front ot iin .uitoniatu tellei 
machine in |eriisalem would be 
indistinguishable fri>m one in Madrid. 
Exci'pl the third man has a siibmachi- 
negiin slung over his blue jacket. The 
tiH'ii.igcT spilling bex'r on Ins jeans at 
the holi'l bar i; .1 univeisal sight. 

Exe’ept a Ic'w diopsalso fall on the 
I'lai k barrel ol his automatic rifle 
1 lit'v carry guns m ea.st Texas, too But 
not I i/is when buvmg eggj’lants at a 
•.('./A (inarkc-t) 

Isr.ielis are casual with their guns 
Thin' are casual .ibout most things 
One thing the I evant h'w' does not 
share with the Arab is a ritual of polite¬ 
ness Israelis an- lamously blunt, pro¬ 
ne to interrupt c onversations and 
wont to argue 

Thev I'l'hoihe uiicomplicatcxl spirit 
of their pioneers, 1 exm tins' beloved 
Sabras. Thev sir no reason to be what 
VI >u aren't The presi'nt prime minister 
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ifplit’d. I hen they vv.inteJ to know 
the nnine of tlie hotel we pul tliein up 
in 

I'liih 'liver of o eountry - the Arabs 
like lo s<i V It IS shaped like a dagger— 
pai ks a lot of variety. The Jewish 
immigrants brought a little something 
(.it their loslerland's with them to 
Israel Thereareblaik lews from Ethio¬ 
pia There are tow headed, blue eved 
ones from England and the Haltics. 

Sephardic lews, those who In ed in 
Arab countries, share tlieir tormer 
hosts' passion toi bellv dancing Indi¬ 
an Israelis, ol whom there are about 
''tl.OlXl, combine with South Alrican 
and british coreligionists to form a thri¬ 
ving cricket league i altt'iided an 
annual conference ot one ot the bigger 
Indian |ewish organisations and was 
ippa'led as the stage sliook with the 
A'oist ot BoHvvsoocf music 'The new 
kiissian migraiitsarealreadv leai ing 
then mark Israel non ma'kestirsl 
class \ (idk.i and has a drunken driving 



problem for the first time 
This potpourri effect is evident m 
the folk! 1 he Sc'phardim set a table 
■inv Arab would be at home with - 
hummus, pita bread and stuffed 
gra pc' lea v(>s. 1 he b uropean lews hni’c 
made chic ken schnit/el and Ivef gou 


lash ubic|uitous in every cafeteria and 
truckstop Israelis nivd to be thankful 
tor their diaspora. Betw'cen Judaism’s 
dietary rulebook and Levantine clima¬ 
te their cuisine would have olhcrwi.se 
biH’ii as flambovant as a Mao jacket 
'There are Iniiian hnid joints One 



enterprising I’uniabi-l’arsi ccniple 
have set up a multimillion de.llar 
restaurant chain. They count Zubin 
Mehta ainmig their regulars They 
h.iveeven accomplished the miracle 
ol getting one ol their Jerusalem restcu- 
rants dtvlared kosher bv the local rab¬ 
binate. I asked about bombs and such 
CMi, vx'c had a bomb threat once, they 
said,'The police came They werecjuite 
thorough They indiyidualiy inspect¬ 
ed every piece of c harciial wi- had fi>r 

E hard in a 

Ihe reli 
measured 
iile. Kir 
IS sac red 
lad less 
ch othc-r 


* lu‘ priM'ni j>f iisic 
fninssitr djsIHus 
ssiih {H'xjjHc. H hen !it‘ 

shake' haiKis jusd rt'fusvs 
li) kfss hahi«‘s. And 
ad!??jri*f{} if it. SoUlin s 
iH'VbT salute thf siiperiur 
ranks. I asked a 

major, “(>h, only if they 
v\a»! to htuniHate the 
otHier’ 
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ifind churrhfs 
trot’l a'nuT 

Vo (ho Wostorn Wall, (ho last 
St ot tlu'Sotond Toniplo, 

Mil's holy ot hollos On llioothor 
' wall IS tho Porno of tho Ri <i'k 
'I’rophol Miihamm.id 
1 behind is tho \'ia 


Dolorosa, I 
ho wont to his iT 


i'sns Christ trod as 


oldiering 
is important to 
Israel. Pepsi is exploiting 
teenage adoration of 
combat fatigue macho in a 
six-year war against 
Coke. Their Israeli TV 
ads show a barechested 
hooted soldier doing 
pushups on blocks of ice 


In tho Church ot the t lolv S-pulchro 
you can touch the stone tho crucilix 
stood on, rho entire Israeli landsoapo 
IS dotted with shrines and •^nicluw 
.siiiK tom. If a prophet so much as took 
his socks off somewhere one can be 
sure there is a shrine with tourist bus 
attacht'd. The agnostics go to tlu' Dead 

A Jewish settlement in East Jerusalem 
designed to wipe out the Palestinian 
majority in that disputed area 



Sea and pa' money to cover them¬ 
selves w’ilh mud. That is a type of faith 
as well. 

Religion IS useful Pilgrims ot all 
three taiths beet up Israel's foreign 
exchange cotters. It also makes the air 
a bit sliitty (fne reason Israel's fron¬ 
tiers are dotted \v ith kthhidzini, com¬ 
munes toiinded by devoutly atheistic 
lewish socialists kibbutzwki work 
hard, get no pay and the elderly ones 
still .say how disappointed they arc 
Russia gave up communism. 

Mind you, they kwp up with the 
times Property is v ollectively ownc-d, 
but put to good c.ipilalist use I \ isited 
one, KfarCiiladi on the I ebanese bor¬ 
der. that had a turnover ot some S> .SO 
million a year from a ijuarry, a 
sunglass iactorv, a hotel as well as 
chicken coops and lycee orchards. 

City Israelis call kibbut/niki their land¬ 
ed gentry, but admit collectivisation 
produces the best soldiers 

Soldiering is important to Israel 
Pepsi is exploiting tiH-nage adoration 
of combat fatigue m<u'ho in a six-\ ear 
wai against t'oke 

1 heir Isiaeli TV ads show a bare- 
ihesled booted siiUlier doing pushups 
on blocks (it ice The air foice is the 
ctr'iirilr III i trim-. An Israeli will speak 
with pride about how he was selected 
in the first round ol flvbox candidates, 
ex on if he talk'd the later tests Fverv 
Isnieli Jew and some Muslims sctx es 
Three vears in unilorm lor men, one 
for lemales and reserve- membership 
till vou celebrate a liall i enturv ot life 

I sraelis t<iko two things seriousl\ 

One is water The other is seiurity 
There can ne\ er be enough ot either in 
their country. It is said you should not 
take pomegranates to Israel. T he pro¬ 
blem IS linguistic. The f-ngiis)i word 
mimics the 1 lebrew word for hand gre¬ 
nade. Tourists it is said, hopefully 
apocryphally, havehex-n shot with 
their hand in a totebag, felling a 
customs man they have what a pass 
ing scx'urityman heard as "hand gre¬ 
nades". Yet, Israel has less crime in a 
year than Harlem has in a day—if you 
subtract the odd (Kcupic-d territory. 

But this is not a nation of war- 
morgers. Many Israelis think reclaim¬ 
ing the desert was a greater feat then 
defeating Arab armies by the six pack. 

'I he prime minister's media advisor 
marvelled at how India, with 170 
times more people than Israel, was so 
thoroughly ignored by the world 
media. 

'That's my dream," he sighed. 
"That Israel becomes a boring 
country." ■ 



laughed, joked and amased herself. 
Oeorajia was a spring,,she had become 
a river—powei^l but muddy. 

The incident that 1 am going to 
record occurred at 8 in the morning. 
Mr Crighton, the sack sewing over¬ 
seer, came running to the lalwur office 
to complain that Drorajia had thrown 
a bobbin on the face of Mohan, the Sir¬ 
dar, and had somewhat injured him. 
Mohan apparently had made some 
remarks or an extremely personal 
nature when inspecting her work. 

I knew Mohan Sirdar. 1 was aware 
that he was a bad hat. He was short, 
black, stout, with a smeared face very 
much addicted to drink with the result 
that his eyes were perpetually red. But 
this was gross misconduct within the 
department. Deorajia was summoned 
and chargesheeted. She went away sul¬ 
len and silent. 

When 1 came to the labtrur office at 2 
after lunch, 1 found Mohan Sirdar and 
Adhar waiting for me. Mohan rather 
.sheepishly prayed that Deorajia be for¬ 
given and confessed that he had 
virtually asked for the bobbin. Adhar 
had come to say that he wanted to go 
back to Vilaspur in an effort to survive 
and thereby wanted to resign. 

As Mohan was the offended party 
and that in spite of the peculiar traits 
of his character he was indisf>ensable 

Often incidents occuired and she was abusive in a 
language that only writers who have developed the 
literary colloquies of D.H. Lawrence and Arthur 
Miller could print 

and she was abusive in a language that to his department and hence quite an 
only writers wht) have develop^ the important person, there did not 
literary colloquies of D.H. Lawrence appear to be any difficulty in letting 
and Arthur Miller could print. off Deorajia. 

I had been told that five years ago These proceedings over, I lit a ciga- 

Lieorajia had come from Vilaspur with rette and asked Adhar. “What is Di^ 
her husband to work in the jute mills. 1 rajia going to do now?" 
have nevtT been to Vilaspur and do “Sir, she will live with Mohan." 

not have the faintest idea about its geo- “What! With Mohan!" 

graphy. But I have been told by those "Yes sir, he is forwarding me the 

who have come from there to work in money to go to Vilaspur." 

}Ute mills that it is a place of secluded After about three months Deorajia 

hills and sprightly brooks, of blithe came to the labour office one morning, 

and lithesome men and women, I had never Ihough'. she could look a 

where life goes on in a carefree rhyme, pa thetic figure. Now she kxiked posi- 
1 cannot believe this. 1 have learnt tively tragic. Tears streamed down her 

that under the clouds that hang on the eyes- She looked like a mountain 

hills are dark regions where hurrica- about to collapse, 
nes pull men and women under the "Sahib, Adhar is about to die. 1 want 

earth, and nothing more is heard of to go to see him." 
them. Yet the legend of Vilaspur pre- "What does Mohan say?" 
vails in the jute mills and I am told Deo- A flicker of a smile captivated her 

rajia was a sprightly girl, Adhar a heal- whole face. "He says, 'Go'." 
thy young man, that Deorajia Subir Das Gupta 


J_ 


REGAL 

TRAGEDY 

She looked healthy, 
neeerpathetic 

I have often felt that a healthy 
woman seldom looks pathetic. 

On the other hand, her sorrow 
gives her an air of haughtiness 
and for this reason she is heartily dis¬ 
liked. This appears to have been the 
case with Diiorajia, sack sewer of 
Fdward Jute Mills. 

We knew that her husband Adhar 
was sexin going to die of consumption 
and that she doted on him. Her only 
child had died. The illness ot her hus¬ 
band did not leave her with any 
money for two square meals a day and 
she was akiut to be evicted from her 
r(x)m in the nearby slum as rent had 
not been paid for many months. 

None really liked her, she resented 
pleasantries Often incidents occurred 





Inner eye □ Bejan Oamwalla 



Aries 

March 21—April 20 

Communication, 
contacts and contracts 
are fated. The trend of 
commitments, 
assignntents, funds, 
buying and selling will 
pidc up greater momentum now. That 
also means more opportunities for you, 
and you must not tail to make use of 
these. A shift or a journey is probable. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

Once again, you have 
opportunities for 
advancement. That 
extra ounce of 
popularity and 
persuasive power will 
help you to conquer the hearts of your 
loved ones. Entertain lavishly, thCTeby 
creating a lot of goodwill and this will 
generate money too. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

A new high in career 
and pole-vaulting 
ambition is foretold for 
Geminis. Despite 
ill-health, you will have 
the motivation and the 
energy to forge ahead and thus triumph. 
Your house will claim your attention. It 
will be best to be well organised, since 
your affairs move at a fast pace. 




Leo 

July 21—August 21 

Health, love and job 
form the trio for Leons. 
In your career, you will 
have til give your best 
because of the thrust of 
new challenges and 
responsibilities. There is some danger of 
theft this week, so dobe careful. Buying, 
selling and shopping could, surprisingly, 
lead to a bonding of hearts. 



Virgo 



August 22—Septqniber 22 

_ _^ The miHin's quarter 

highlights selling, 
trading, accepting 
invitations to dinners 
and parties, being a 
terrific host and having 
a ball. Fuse pleasure 
with profit and rest with hard work in 
equal measures. EXi expect visitors and 
foreigners to enliven your life. Hard 
work will bring commensurate rewards. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

Just see to it that you do 
not lose sight of goals 
and targets. You will be 
ardent in romance and 
playful in the social 
whirlgig. Hectic 
creativity, children, sports, outings, 
travel ancl trade should bring out the best 
in you. Also, this is a span when money 
can be made. Expensc-s will be heavy. 




Sagittarius 

November 

cloak and dagger 
activities of t^ last 
week will be 
accentuated. There will 
be plenty of movement: 
physically and 
emotionally. A strong tie or link is 
foretold. But it is equally true that a 
relationship will taper away and finally 
die. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

Onev again, you will be 
negotiating, settling 
disputes and coming to 
new agreements. It 
would be ideal to fan 
out to peole, be an 
extrovert, hold parties and dinners, 
accept invitations and win well-deserve'J 
laurels. Expenses and travelling are on 
the cards. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

Now is the chance to do 
away with the blocks in 
your mind and in your 
work, thanks to the 
moon's quarter A 
revitalising or a 
r^eneration is foretold. Important and 
far-reaching deasions will be taken 
before the end of November. This will 
have an effect in 1994 




Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

The niche you were 
going to carve for 
yourself could be 
widened a bit more this 
week, thanks to Jupiter. 
Traders, writers, 
filmmakers, salesmen, teachers, 
astrologers and editors will rake in some 
profits. Now is the time to shed all your 
inhibitions. 


Sc€npio 

October 23—November 22 

The trends of last week, 
namely romance, 
marriage, 

aillaboration, news 
and views will be 
reinforced now. A 
journey with a stop-over is on the cards. 
You will be in the limelight. At meets, 
interviews and conferences you will 
charm people. 


Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

There are two trends in 
active operation: a) 
home, property, 
renovation and 
decoration, and b) ties, 
links or collaborations. 
Obviinisly, you will have to strike a 
balance between the two, and that will 
not be as easy as you think. Your health 
will pose problems. Hard work will pay. 





BIRTHDAYS 

Se p tei^be r 12 :Youwillfaciextemelyambitimisand - Alsosqueezeputtimeforpartiesaiidenterta{nmatt.Cetready 

enterprssing. There will be «foreign connection in your work totriivd. 

Of perscHial life. The digitde will w hooked. There will-be opportunities and new 

S qti etMlfer 13.* Th^in.|rav^,tp^, sales and openihg^ibiodion the personal ^^^ofesqc^frahdieni. 

* , Friendsa^iovegtiie^iirts^lBldngi^ithyovu . ..L.' 

iliMTlhutianwdQdoeidireAielyweS-ttwouldberig^ttoidan ZT: Bu^iim and ewnfarts And 

forthefiitUMitosv.Coiisaihtbw pr^twtdphiasureishouldnuueyouraasonablyhappyi'nyio " 

S<;p(mW9^i4fYquwi{fheq)ritg^Ma>independent, begenerontito^paQr, 

innoivative and very <3l»linaht4»weU«i rebellious. E^rts and s q t t e HU f i ir JficYhose htland, building, coiwtrudiqtL, 

aKfresst^lbeintertwliHg^^^ irap<inahdexpOirt;tmdh^tindbefVi^agnBi«h«Agaw^..^ ^ 















































































WITH GOD 

ON HER Sn)E 



Mother Teresa is the name ofa prayer. And Sunil K. Dutt has 
spent a lifetime chanting thisprayer. A glimpse at his 
photomentary in the shape of a hook, just published, which 
carries captions in Mother's oum u>ords 



We need silence to be able to touch souls 



Give until it hurts, 
because real love 
hurts 



If we are really able to listen to the 
voice of God in our hearts, we will 
realise suffering 



In the slums, in the broken body, in the childrei 
we see Christ and we touch Him 




A family that prays 
together, stays together 


Cover caption: ‘If everyone 
could see the image of God in his 
neighbour, do you thiidi we 
should still neid tanks and 
generals?' 


Extractedfirom Mather Teresa: Down 
Memory Lane; textintheworde of 
Mother Tereaa; photographs iy 
SumBILDu^B^ ideas; 1993: ^prrdai 
imtUoH^icetlts 795 












Prayer enlarges the heart 
until it is capable of 
containing God’s gift of 
Himself 










We need to have a 
life of prayer to be 
able to give. We need 
a Ufe of sacrifice 





We need to find God, and He cannot be found in noise 
and restlessness 
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I^omething 
^beautiful 
from God. 


Photograph BY 

SUNiLK.lHnnr 


16 









IME TABLE 


NOTT.: All eimii^^^'ek^tiuw times are for Calcutta riftnres in brackets denote the days, I heiny, Monday. 

•''•V 

London-Dcihi^ucutta: Arr. 

(l):AM32/Al-682atll45. 

New Y«Hic • London - Delhi • Cal¬ 
cutta: Act, (5): AI-l 12/AM28 at 

0540. 


£ Amteidam-Delhl-CaicntU: 
AiT.(7);KL-875at0135. 

£ Calcatta-Dethi-Amslef d«n: 
D0p.(7); KL-876at0340. 
Cafcutta-Singapoie: Dep. (4): 
SQ-420atl310. 
Singapore-Calcutta: Act. (2): 
SQ-416atl025. 

Delhi-Calcutta-Singapore: Act. 
(l):AI-682ain45;Dep.a): 

AI-430 at 1300; Act. (5): Al-428 at 
0540; Dep. (5): AI-428 at 0650. 
SingaporeCalculta-Delhi: Act. 

(5);Al-429at 1625; Dep. (5): 
AI-429atl740. 

Singapofe-Calcutta-Bombay; 

Act. (1): Al-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
Al-431 at 0100, 

& Singapme-Dhaka-Calcutta; 
ACT.(4);SQ-420atl210. 

O Calcutta-Dhaka-Singapore: 
Dep.(2):SQ-416atll30. 
Bombay-Calnitta-Bangkok-To- 
kyo: Act. (5): Al-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) ; Al-306 at 1910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta-Bom- 
bay: Act. (6) Al-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) ; Al-309 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep. (2). Al-101 at 0100. 
Calcutta-Mlhi-London-New 
Yorlc Dep. (5); Al- 
429/A1-187/AM01 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
n-New York: Dep. (6): Al- 
309/AM11 at 1930 
Calcutta-Delhi-London-Toront 
o: Dep. (5); AI-429/ Al-187 at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris: 
Dep. <6>: Al-309/AH47 at 1930, 
Cafcutla-Delhi-Rome-Geneva: 
Dep. (5): A1-429/AI-171 at 1740 
Caicutta-Delhi-Frankfurt-Paris: 
Dm (5): A1-429/AM41 at 1740 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delh i-Paris-F- 
rankfurt: 13ep. (2); Al- 
431 /Al-143 at 0100; Dep. (6); Al- 
309/At-t47 3119.30. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4, .5, 
7): lC-731 at 085.5; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314 at 13,55. 

Bangkok-Calcutta: Act. <2,4,5, 
7);lC-732atl50,5;Arr (1,3,6) 
TG-313at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 
.5): IC-747at 1245; Dep. (1,6): 
RA-214at 1455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Act. (1, .3, 

5) lC-748at 1615; Act. (1,6): 
RA-213atl355. 

Caicutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6). 
1C 723at 1.330; Dep {1..5): 

BC-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6.7): 
BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4): BG-092 
at 212.5; Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,7): 
BCr096 at 1920; Dep. (4): BC-0% 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcutta; Act. (1,3,5,6); 
lC-724 at 1600; Act. (2,3,6, TY. 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4)- BG-091 
at0755; Act. (1,5): BG4)91 at 


1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
•at 1840; Act. (4); BG-09.5 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittaeong; Dep. (6): 
lC>2^at 1230; Dep. (4): BG-698 
at {(835; Dep. (7): fc698 at 1525. 
Chitta^ng-Calcutta: Ar. (6)- 
K:-226 at 14^. Act. (4): BG'697 at 
2045; Act m. 0G-697 at 1445. 
Paraklalcutta-Bai^olc Act. 

(2): KB-ia5 at 0805jlB|l|^): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro: Act, 

(7):KB-106atl0(lS;Dep.(7): 
KB-106 at 1ia5. 

& Sofia-Dubai-Calcutta; Act. 

(4): l.7.-.5(X3at 1200. 

<c Catcutta-Dubai-Sofia: Dep. 
(4):LZ-.504at2250.- 

* Moscaw-Sharjah-Calcutta; 
Arr.(4);SU-537atl555. 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moacow: 


Parta-Frankhut-Delhl-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1): AI-146/Al-682 at 1145. 
Tonmto-London-Delhi-Calcutt- 
a: Act. (1); Al-186/Al-682 at 1145. 

Abu Dhabl-Bombay-Calcntta: 
Aw. (5); AI-756/AI-.306 at 1730. 
Bahrain • Doha - Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (.5): AI-876/Af-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5): A1-816/A1-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-DeUii-Calcutta: Act. (5)* 
AI-736/A1-428 at 0540; Arr. (1); 


Printed here is the regular Indian AirUms schedule. 
This is, hou'euer, subject to change. Passmgers are 
advised to keep trat^ of announcetnents made by 
Indian Airthws in the press. For assistance, they mav 
contact (city office)263390,264433.26241% 
262657and262909, and (airport) 5129433,55S>637, 
5529041,267007and204433. Mxceptfrom 45and46 
exchai^ys, dial 140forgeneml ittformation, 141 for 
resenmtions, 142forfligUarrij>alsandl43for 
dfpartures. 


Dep.(4).SU-5.3«atl755 
$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 

Act. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; Dep, (4): 
RM84at0805 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

Arr, (4). RJ-185at 1450, Dep. (4). 
RJ-185at 1550. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah - 
Abu Dhabi; Dep (2) Al- 
431/Al-703.it0t00. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 

n:Dep. (2): AI-4,31/Al-873at 
0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Mosco 

w: Dep. (6): AI-.3()9/AI-515 at 
1930 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muscat; Dep 
(2): Al-431 /Al-833 at 0100; Dep 
(6): AI-309/Al-845atl930. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Muscat: Dep. 
(5):A1429/AI-841 at 1740. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: D^. (2). A1-431/AI-7.3.3 
at 0100; Dep (6): A1-.309/A1-73.5 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 
<6); Al-.109/Al-215atl930 


AI-7.34/Al-682atll45. 
•Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(.5): Al-806/Al-306 at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bmnbay-Calcutta; Act. 
(.5): Al-856/Al-.306at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Act. 
(5); Al-826/Al-306 at 1730 
Raa-al-Khaymah - Sharjah • 
Bombay - Calcutta: Arr. (5); Al- 
706/AI-.306 at 17.30. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 
(5): AI-826/Al-306atl730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-India 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); 
Al-4.31 atOlOO; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
19.30 


Bmnbay-Calcutta: Arr. (5); 
Al-306 at 1730. 

Calcnlla-Delhi: Dep. (5). Al-429 
at 1740. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): Al-682 
at 114.5, Arr. (5): Al-428 at 0540. 

East West Airlines 

Calcntta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6): 4S 805 at 1455. 
Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 4S 806 at 1125. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) ; 4S 812 at 11.5.5. 
Guwahati-Catcutta; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 45 811 at 1425. . 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; Act. (1,2, .3,4,5, 
6):D2ia3at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 091.5; Dep. (1,2, .3,4,5, 

6) : D2104 at 2000, 

indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dop. (daily): 
lC-741 at 0710, Dep. (daily): 
lC-743at 1.300: Arr (dailv): 
lC-742at0940,Arr. (daily). 
lC-744all530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7) : IC-721 at 121^ Arr. (2,4,6,7); 
lC-722 at 14.5.5. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3 

4.6.7) ; lC-771 at 0620; Act. (1,2,3 
4,b,7):lC-772atI200, 

Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3, .5): lC-542 at 
1045; Act. (.3,5)- 1C-S41 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily): 
lC-76,5 at 171.5; Arr. (daily): 
lC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6): IC 777 at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6): 
lC-778at2120 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
lC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily): 
lC-176 at 0915; Act. (daily): 
lC-274 at 1845 and Arr. (daily); 
1C-I75 at 081,5. 

Calcutta-Port Blair. Dep. (2,4,6) 
IC-28,5 at 0.540: Act. (2,4,6): 
lC-286al 1020. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): 
lC-263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1720 
Dep. (2,4,6,7); lC-261 at 1900; 
Act. (daily): lC-401 at 1205 and 
lC-264 at 215.5, Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-262at0800. 

CalcuKa-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi; 
Dep. (daily): lC-810 at 0630; Arr. 
(daily);lC-809atlll.5, 

Calcutta - Patna • Lucknow - 
Delhi: Dep. (1, .3,5); IC-410 at 


£ No traffic rights on Delhi-Calcutta-Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Dubai-Calcutta-DuCiai 
* No traffic rights on Calcutta-.Sharjati-(3ateutta 
9 No traffic nghts on Calcutta-Dhaka-Oalcutta 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Galcutta 
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1800; Arr. (1,3,5): IC-Wat 2105, 
Calcntta*iinpli«]: Dep. (1,3,5): 
IC-259at0745;Arr.(l,3,5); 
lC-260atl4I0. 

Calcutta • Sildiar • Imphal; Dep. 
a 4,6,7); lC-255 at 0850; Arr. (2, 

4.6.7) :IC-256atl340. 
Calctttta-Silchar: Dep. (1,3); 
lC-253 at l»50; Arr, (1,3): IC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta-Dibrugaili: Dep. (2,4, 

6.7) : IC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2,4,6, 
7):lC-202at]430. 


Calcutta -Cuwahati - Ditnapur: 

Dep. (2,4,7): IC-257 at 1140; Arr. 
(2,4,7):IC-258atl640. 
Calcutta-Cuwahati: Dep. 
(daily); IC-229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6): IC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily); 
.lC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-712atl010. 

Calcutta - Tezpur • Jorhat • Cal* 
cutta; Dep. (2, 4,6): iC*213 at 
0900; Arr. a, 4,6): IC-213 at 1305. 
Calcutta ■ Bhubaneawar - Nu- 
pur* Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5, n 


EASTERN RAILWAY 


Up Hme 

3311 19'1S 
3006 19-20 
3003 20-3S 
2381 10-13 


2303 10-15 


2301 16-30 


2305 13-45 


3073 23-00 


5047 13-00 

3009 20 30 
3007 9-40 


30? 1 22-30 
*)16-, :’935B: 
1159 i5-2S 


T17.1 15-25 


3327.. 14-20 
1181 15-25 


Up Tima 

.3141 ’13-30 

■■2045. 
- 5B57', 

31S3 21-40 
3161 11-46 
, -.3433 20^45 


Howrsd) 

Oattii-KaikaMaH 

AmrltsarMuH 

Bombay Man via All^abad 

Poorva (New DeKii) Exprasa via 

Qaya-Varanasi 

Dep: Tues, Ttwrs & .Sat. 

Arr;Wed,Fri&Sun 

PcKMvalNaw Delhi) Expreaa via Patna 
Oep; Mon, Wed f ri & Sun. 

Arf Mon, Tues. Churs 8 Sat 
Bajdhani Express via Gaya 
Deip Mon, Tubs. 'I'hura Fn 8 Sun 
Arn Tues, Wed Thtirs, Sat, & Sun. 
Rajcmanl Express va Pema 
Oefi.Wed&Sat. 

Arr- Fri. &Mon, 

Himghl (Jammu-Tawl) Express 

Til-Wkly 

Dep'Tues. tn&Sat. 

Afr Hies, Wed, 8 Sat. 

Purbanchal (Gorakhpur) Express 
Oep & Arr: Sun. Mon, Wed 8 Fn. 

Ooon Express via Grend Chord 
Udyan AbhaToolan Express va Mam 
Line 

Amritsar Express 

Delhi Janata Express via Mam ime 

Gorakhpur Express 

Mtthila Express 

Kamrup ((iuwahatl) Express 

Black Diamond Express 

CoaHleld Express 

Asansd Express 

Oahapur Express 

North Bihar Express 

0^. Wednesday 

Arr; Friday 

Jama^r Express 

Bantlnfketan Express 

Oft»hbal(Gwatlot) Express 

Oep: Sat & Sun. 

Arn Tues 8 Wed. 
l^ra (Indore) Express 
Dep : Tues & Wed 
Aff;Sat8Sun. 

Shaktipunj (Chopan) Express 
(mambaKAgra Cantt.) Exprase 

Thursday only 


Tima Drt 


7-45 2312 
7-55 3006 
13-1.5 3004 
17-00 2382 


17-00 2304 


10-45 2302 


IP-bO 2306 


Express n 35 ' 3074 


Express 4-30 5048 


7-00 3010 
18-16 3008 


5-3D 3072 
15-40 3016 
7-15 1160 


7-15 1172 


4-26 -3328 
7-1S 1182 


$0aldah Tims on 

Teosta-Torsa Express 6-30 3142 

Dep: Mon,Ena Sun. 

Afr:Wed,Fn&,Sun, , 

Dating Mail e-46 3i44 

.OatWExprrtMivlaMainUnB. . 7-TS 3112 

KariOtnxiiunga^xpress 20-35 6658 

UoMrExprpes S-15 3164, 

JamrnU'TawiExpfMa 15-50 3152 

MughafSarUiEiqsrasevieSBGLoop 12-SS -3134 


8-46 3144 
, 7-TS 3112 
20-35 6658 
S-15 i3164, 
15-50 3152 


IC-769 at 1600; Arr. <3,5,7)- 
IC.770at2l20. 

Calcutta • Bhubaneswar- 
Madras; Dep. (2,4); IC-544 at 
1045; Arr. (2,4); IC-543 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep. (1, 

3,5): PF-717at 0630; Arr. (1,3,5): 
PF-718at0830. 

* Calcutta * Aizawl - Agartala • 
Calcutta: Dep (l,3,5):PF-705at 


0900; A"rr.tlJIB,*5jrPF-|Bral 1250. 
Calcutta •Cfwch Behar- Bagdo- 
gra • Calcutta: Dep. (1,3,5); 
PF-707atl320;Arr.(1,3,5): 
PF-7n8all700. 

Calcutta • Agartala • Shillong: 

Dep. (2,4,6,7): PF-701 at 0630; 
Arr. (2,4,6,7):PF-702atin0. 
Calcutta • Aizawl • Agartala - 
Calcutta: Dep. (2,4,6, 7)-. PF-TOS 
at 1140; Arr. (2,4,6,7): PF.706at 
1530. 

* Technical landing at Agartala 


3ica 18-20 Bhasirathi(La)gola) Express 
5165 '12-40 Oai^8«Hr|Bhhapra)Expti 
,.D«3..4A(if^,'TWos'&S«,:, 


SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


Departure 


6322 22-35 


— 14-10 


6314 22-35 


6316 22-35 


6520 22-35 


10-25 3104 
4-26 5188 


Howrah 

Madras MaN 
Bombay Mail via Nagpur 
Gitanjall (Bombay) Express 
Ahmedabad Express 
Kuria Express via Nagpur 
Coromandai (Madras) Express 
via Cuttack 
Bangalore Express 
Dep: Tuos 
Arr-Sun 

Tata Steel Express 
IspatExpre^ 

. Sambalpur^press 
Ranchi Hatia ^ress 
Purl Express via Cuttack 
JSgannath (Pud) Express via Naiai 
Ohauli (Bhubaneswar) Express 
Tirupatl Express 
East Coast (Hyderabad) Express 
Purulia Express 
■Dep- Except Saturday 
Arr Exc«x)t Sunday. 

(3uwahati • Howrah - Trivandrum C«i- 
tral Express Monday only 
Trivandrum Central ■ Howrah - Quwa- 
hafl Express Saturday only 
Cochin Harbour Terminus • Quwahatl 
Weekly Express (via Visakhapatnam 8 
Howrah) Thuraday only , 

Quwahatl - Cochin Harbour Tbrmlnus 
Weekly Ekpress (via Howrah 8 Visakha- 
patnain) Saturday oNy , - 

Cochin Hwbour terminus Express 
(via Vlsakliapatnam & Howrah) 

Oep: Fri & Sun. 

Arr; Tues. 

Quwahati- • Bangalora City Weekly 

Expreee (via Howirah 5 Cuttack) Wed¬ 
nesday only 

Bangalore City - Quwahati Weakly 
Expreee (va Howrah & Cuttack) Monday 
only 


Time . Dn 

7- 00 6004 

8 - 10 '8001 
.15-15 -2859 

5-1.5 «)33 
16-15,8029 

12- 00 2842 

13- 45 '63)2 


13-45 .6321 ■ 
13-45 6313 


13-45 6315 


13-45 8519’ 


ENQUIRIES! For round the clock mformaflon ol Eatteni AHIwayund - 
South-Ewtem Railway trama, plaaaa dial goSSAS'fie tor in-oomlng 
trains; 203635-44 for all other infornaUon. For intormatian about 
reservations on Eastern Railway and South-Eaatam Rallwiv trains, 
dial 203498-3500 (from 9 am to 9 pm on weekdayaandSam-toS pm 
on Sundays and gazetted holidayig. Train servioeamiuliy M Sedldiiii; 
3903338-37. 
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G P Mdnnawntesin 
from Nestle 
'The sixth grand finale 
of the Maggi ^iz for 
schools was held at the 
Assembly of God Church 
Hall in Calcutta Of the 120 
schools that partiapated in 
Calcutta, 10 qualified for 
the fmal which was witness 
ed by a mammoth gather- 
mg of 2,500 children, par¬ 
ents, teachers and 
pnnapals 

"Like every year, the 
qm/ was presented by 
Derek O'Bnen who, with a 
little help from teachers, 
had to keep super cool m 
spite of the over- 
mthusiastic audience and 
irritating power cuts 

"Listening to some of the 
quesbons, one could only 
admire the young students 
(of class 6 and below) who 
answered things even adul 
ts would struggle at From 
naming the poet (Maya 
Angelou) who wrote a 
poem for Bill Clinton's 
inauguration to knowing 
who took the last West Ind¬ 
ies wicket when India won 
the World Cup in 1983 
(Ans Mohinder Amar- 
nath), the kids knew it all 
"A taekwondo demon¬ 
stration, yoga postures and 


a dusky-eyed model in a 
'enmp hairstyle' attracted 
all the applause m the hve 
round which also featured 
a magician repheabng a 
tnck from the movie, Goopxf 
Bagha Phtre Elo A fascinat¬ 
ing sequence of a cheetah 
chasing a hog (on video) 
had the kids at the edge of 
their seats 

"The lead changed 
hands throughout the quiz, 
with St Xavier's, St James' 
and Don Bosco battling it 
out for the first three 
places All three teams 
were excellent and it was 
only the last round which 
put St James ahead ot the 
rest In what the quiz 
master called a penalty 
shootout, Don Ifesco beat 
Xavier's to the second place 
"At the time of filing this 
report, the Maggi quizes 
are being conducted in 
Bihar and Onssa, but the¬ 
re's no doubt that the quizz 
mg standards m Calcutta 
schools have reached stan¬ 
dards which will take some 
beating " 


After reading the cover 
story in this magazine on 
yuppie symbols, we 
thought we d introduce 





Shgffiidum^TSHem 

Bood^Odeiatam 

0t9> 


They are di^eni^pes 
ifsnkJbngMtids Limp 
k Itmp hamishake, 
tiifute knuckle i$ a hard 
ofmeee that turns your 
ktmddes vdute,ttt^ tn 
the arhsts grope, fingers 
are extended all over the 
palm and wrists 


readers to a few more vup 
pie related fundas' 

Who IS a buppie’ A black 
urban (or upwardly mobi 
le) professonal, of course 
Then, there's a guppy or 
guppie (not the fish) A gay 
yuppie IS called a guppie in 
America, while in the UK a 


guppie IS someone concern¬ 
ed about the environment 
Makes sense Greedy yupp¬ 
ies sometimes may also be 
so called 

The language of )rup- 
pies’ Yuppese or Yups- 
peak Try this What was 
referred to as the ultimate 
yuppie symboP Answer 
the BMW Or, this What is 
yuppie flu ^ Find out, we 
don t want to spoil the tun 
giving \ ou all the answers 
'to' 

We ha\ en t finished If 
the US media i alls Japanese 
V uppies |uppics, we could 
connect out Indian equi 
valents Puppies from I\in 
jab C uppies from C alcutta 
Guppies from (lUjarat and 
soon 

Okav, here is the answer 
lovkhat yuppie flu is It is 
the colloquial nickname for 
myalgic encephalomyelitis 
(Mk), a benign butdebilitat 
ing and often long lasting 
conditions v\ hich usually 
occur after a v iral intec tion 
and cause fever 
headaches fahgucand 
weakness MF is called yup 
pie flu because it attacks 
high achiec ers (yuppie 
types), speeding along in 
the corporate rat race 


QUESTIONS 


1) 'Hie Wankhade 

«d dw burner''ShaKhtthnta 
sus England''dunng the taU 
England aeries. What doea It mean? 
(Ammstn Gai^uU, Orima 34) 

2) In US slang, who is a Readier 
lifter'? (Ai^lGunar. lUntM 

S) TraditianaUy, if you happen to 
cahdt a lady ttfkter a tnhriMaoe 
bough, wlurt am ymi do? (hlanisha 
Banerjee, Dhaidiad 5) 

^ Whidt fiobcoal hero's name 
means'white dUh'? 

JhaesugutiuS) 

S) Whmkhsdof amjmteanaltniist? 
Q’abifetm Talukdar, 


10 Which ooimliy has phumed a 
tlFO-Busting C^potatkai-x-a mObi- 
te van loadea wm high techiv>^^ 
udddi woidd lacesKMnd dte Eun>« 
pcan Community Investlgatsng 
utudsndfted flying 
KmshanGoSI^Tlnsulda 4fl> 

7) Whet kind of a % IS a dun? (Par- 
veenNeyaZrCaku^ 14) 
VfTbiiimiiietPatadsseljoriifMYou 
ljkeIt,saadQfmedyofErrorr A<3»ar- 
imctex by which tiante sppeiate 
of flteSs? (Sidflhartha Oas^^tteNka-- 
m]28) 

9) What is tmiqueabcyitt flteniia^ 
devdoped by Ktwhan 
KrisM Vldyapith? (PuMty 
NswDbM») 

0y'ihs<taU(actem of 
tdflte faat> (heZygoflutdatenaa^ 


what IS caused in a human? (Ehte- 
sham Arqum, Calcutta 16) 


ANSWERS 


•atdmipvtOl 
'ssajpaessitifs 
mepv'fg 
'%SumSlJ3|lBpV(4 
uitgSisaw 
‘ajqosdmifio 

nuyja pauxsoitm 

■wkruho 

jaH«sty[(S 

impodipidvce 

I 

lueiftniieH jpanmpfnSaiip 

aatry uasAiMd pim 

seqieqi iUid«ii(jgui 











JUNIOR WHIRL ■ HA[ KALI''' \A\N 


HEAD HUNTI Our zany arbst pal says there are some 22 assorted 
faces in this canvas. How many can you find? 


NAME GAMEI Ann's atan, sois Dan, Nan. Jan. and Fran 
Les is a moss, so is Tess, Bess, Wes, and Jess. May's 
away, so is Fay, Ray, Clay, and Kay. See if you cdn tWnk 
of some. 


Wi 








1 IS PAR 

2 DIDRAM 

3 HASTEN 

4 PUT BEADS 

5 SHINE ILK 

6 MADAM REST 

7 OPEN CHANGE 

I-OSTCONTINENT? 
Anagramsi of nam» irf wvpn 
nufor European oties are pvpii 
above. That is to say, letters of each 
city's name are scrambled You are 
asked to unscramble them 

1._ 

2._ 

3. _ 

4. _ 

5. _ 

6. _ 

P S I'hey arc cities in the follow 
iiifi countnes (in order)' France. 
Spam, Greece, Hunnarv, l•mland, 
The Netherlands,, I Viimark. 


II C|kl'k>ls' 
ISkIh'IJ.) { M 


.HHV \ Vupvrs, 'Z I 


L'BENTt Four numbers in 
the Leshaped grouping 
below total 17. the lowest 
total of any such L-shaped 
cluster in the diagram fust 
for fun, see if you can find an 
L-shap^ foursome adding 
to the highest such total, 28. 

L's may be in any direc¬ 
tion, short side up, down left 
or right. Remember, L is to 
total 28. 




FUNSPOT 


SLIDE SHOWI Cold WMtfwr la the beat time lor a vacation In the 
aun. Colortna: 1—Rad. 2—Lt blue. 3—YaNow. 4—Lt. brown. 5— 
Floah lonaa. V-Lt. green. 7—Ok. Imwn. S-~Dfc. blue. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using ell the 
letters In the word below to form 
two complefe words 

OUTStOER 


CAN YOU TRUST YCXIR EYES? Them am el leMi ite dtHm- 
encst in drawmg deiailt between lop end boOom penil e . How 
quieWy cen you find them? Cheek anewera wkh ihoae imiow. 

Buiniui aia sems '9 'pasoui »f uinr s duRSHu •» 
sjino 'f 'jenauit i| pnoio s Buisf(ui t| imch Z Ouiieiu' si itH' I :ae»m»eilia 


ut|iaH't:se3U*M|Na 


THEN scere 2 paints each for ell 
words of tour tetters or mere 
found among ttw letters. 

Try M scare at taut M p atwts. 
laip-aws :au»KM) enisnd 
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THE LOCKHORNS 



GARFIELD ■ jIM DAVIS 




































































































































Pnup 

THELOOK 
IS FRENCH 

A glimpse at some of the drawings of Yves Gotten , 
the acting director of Alliance 
Francaise de Calcutta, exhibited recently 


Jo on's 
part VI 
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Cliftluvif^fi If roller coiisters 
made vou sick, vou can lor- 
get about Siv Stallone's 
latest. Alternatively, bring 
a paper bag. Direetor 
Renny Harlin wanted to 
capture the real feel of the 
stomach-churning moun- 
lains. He does, with every 
fixit above sea level panned 
in spectacular -.plendour 
The canrera swoops and 
soarsainong tlie snowy cap¬ 
es just like a bird as our 
Kambo embarks on his 
ri'sctie mission that is jiart 
ly laced with elements of a 
crime thnller 1-lis stunts ot 
gravilv-defying crawls 
under jutting out rinks and 
swings from the helicopter 
line would putSpiderman 
to shame 


M n .S I C' 


ThtEaiHifA 
Small Man, His 
Doganda 
CMctenrEver 
since Keep on 
Lork^Youand 
Take It withe 
flkfff romped 
REOSpeedwa- 
gon to the pinna¬ 
cle of the charts 
in mid’80s, we 
knew this “cor¬ 
porate” band’s 
Ibrtolayinvocai- 
ist Kevin Cro- 


I nin’s powerful rendition of 
tuneful baHads. Herethere’sa 
conscHHis moving away from 
their 

earlier genre 
with Invfffljp 
(side one] 
LIA.R. and Go 
tor Arolre pound¬ 
ing away with its 
Whitesnake-like 
bass and drums. 
But the best 
songs in 

Earth...are those extended 
love themes in love is a ffock, 
Law in the Futun and Love to 
Hate. Tight iead breaks, packa¬ 
ged with neat bass and drums 
makes this one a fashionable 
thing to possess. If you’re the 
kind who likes Little River 
Band, you’re sure to iove this 
one, too. ACBS product; Rs 45. 

SHOW S 

Dramnltc tmit' How would 
you like to go lor .1 thcdtrc 
.md have dinner just there 
Well, i’.iik Hotel is set to 
host Neil Simon’s I’Uiiti 
Siiih' on Seplember 18 and 
I y that promises to be some 
treat, t.illetle Duliey and 
Sita Rama ol Prime Time 
Theatre foundations are to 
spice up Plaza the Indian 
way, with our very own 

thelocation 
' n So, come on 

^ and share the 

fun with rX'l- 
hi's top theatre 
people and, of 
course, do slay 
back for din¬ 
ner. Ticket. Rs 
.301,' 




noon and welcome to the 
Bourn vita Quiz Contest," 
resonates I lameixl (and 
alter his demise, ,^meen' 
Sayani's booming voice 
It’s still tresh in our minds 
and the radio days ol Sun¬ 
day were never the same 
after il went off the air Bui, 
cheer up, all ye qui/zards. 
It's back. This time it's on 
TV, but only the all-India 
final on November 11 m 
Madras, to be lelecasl. The 
Ultra school jirelims began 
Si'ptember 2 in different 
schools and theC'alculla 
final will be on September 
24. The quiz masters: Derek 
D'Brien and joy lihattacha- 
rva So are you ready tor 
the first questioiD 


iv with the remains ol anci¬ 
ent icons. I litherto stress¬ 
ing on urban reality, his 
acR’Iics now displav a 
fresh note ('I contrast Dark 
colours, irregular plains of 
light and the '.spraying and 
spotting' ti'chmque gives 
glow. The exhibition will 
be on till Sejstemlrer .30 


The sensitive kind: J.K. Helene 
Curtis’ Premium range had A 
all: shaving cream, aftersha¬ 
ve, perfume. Here they are 
with what was missing. The 
Premium soap catering exclu¬ 
sively for those with sensitive 
skin. Priced at Rs 12fora 100 


Mind Icater 
"Ciood after- 


A R T 

Mijlh & Radii}/: Sekliar 
ivoy's palette is instantly 
rocogni.sable with the 
greens, blues and browns, 
creating angular distor¬ 
tions that siH*m to speak on 
their own. Beginning Sep¬ 
lember 1 7, Clalerie 88 will 
hold an exhibition of his rec¬ 
ent work that infuses reah- 



gm cake, this single colour 
soap promises high TFM Itotal 
fatty matter) to keep you all 
smooth and shiny all the day 
throi«h.Tiyltout 








told, nover 
ever has 
Rasoi wit- 
nessed an 
extravagan- 
IHI za such as 
this. Visualise this: no cat- 
walk, gorgeous models, 
houri-like, moving with 
smous—and sensuous — 
grace to the chant of live 
music at hand-shaking dis¬ 
tance, showering guests 
w’ith rose-petals before sen¬ 
ding them on their way to a 
tive-course feast creates! by 
the Qureshis with Vivek 
Santram at the Diim I’ukht 
at the Wellington. 

This feast was notcontin 
ed to the palati* and the 
hew ot beauties, there Wtis 
also the sublime Sufi verse 
of Amir Khusro to which 
the tashion show was set 
The scintillating spectacle 
was conceivetl and coord i- 
natetl by t asho and Sanjay 
Shrotl - Ihev ot Itolio, the 
nation's first mega Ihui- 
lu|ue— and W'elconigroup 
powerhouse I’avan Bhatia. 

Twost.irs from the 



12 Breasts ot chicken (W g / 
3 o/ each) 

Butter to baste and grease* 
roasting tray 

The marination: 

2.3 g / 4 i ,'4 tspCiinger 
paste (strainc*d) 

23 g / 4 1 /4 t.sp Ciarlic paste 
(strained) 

120 ml / 1 ,/2ciip iVlalt 
\ inegar 

3 g / I tsp Rt'd chilli pinvder 
2S 


3 g / 1 tsp Garaiti masala 

The filling: 

200 g / 7 oz Spring onions 
100 g / 3 07. Chec'se 
(processed / cheddar) 
Fruit of 2 Pomegranates 
3 g / 1 tsp Shuhi jeera ' 

The gravy: 

11X) g 1/2 cup f-fesi ghee 
(clarified butter) 
lOOg / 3 07. Onions 
25 g / 41 /4 tsp Ciinger 
paste (strained) 

Murgh Wajid Ali 


25 g / 41 /4 tsp Garlic paste 
(strainixi) 

30g / 1 ozCashewnul 
paste 30 g / 1 o7 Coconut 
220 g / 1 cup Yoghurt 
Sait 

3 g / 1 tsp Garnm masala 
1 /2 g / 1 tsp Saffron 
15 ml/I tbs Milk 

The garnish; 

30 g / I oz Almonds 
l/2g / 1 tsp Saffron 
15 mi / 1 lbs Milk 
3.25 g / 1 tbs Coriander 


Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 2:45 
hours 

Cooking time: 45 minutes 

PREPARAI'K^N 
The chicken: Clean, 
renros <.■ the skin, debone, 
flatten with a bat, wash and 
pat dry. 

The marination: Mix all 
the ingredients in a bowl, 
evenly rub the O.i'.tened 
chicken breasts with this 
marinade and reserve tot 2 





hours. 

The filling: Peel the out¬ 
er layer and remove the 
'whiskers', wash and chop 
spring onions. Crate chee¬ 
se. Mix these and the remai¬ 
ning ingredients in a bowl 
and divide into 12 equal 
portions. 

The stuffing: Place a por¬ 
tion of the filling at a nar¬ 
row end of each breast and 
roll tightly to make 
paupiettes. 

TTie oven: Pre-heat to 
300'’F. 

The roasting: Crease a 
roasting tray with butter, 
arrange the breasts with 
the kx)se ends touching the 
bottom of the tray, baste 
and roast in the pre-heated 
oven until evenly light 
golden. (If an oven is not 
available, cover the tray 
with aluminium foil and 
cixjk on the regular stove.) 



Remove paupiettes and 
reserve the stock. 

The gravy: Peel, wash 
and finely chop onions. 
Whisk yoghurt in a bowl. 
Crush safhon flakes with a 
pestle or the back of a 
spoon, dissolve in luke¬ 
warm water and grind into 
a paste. 

The garnish: Bleach 
almonds in boiling water 
for 7-8 minutes, drain, cool, 
peel and cut into slivers. 
Crush saffron flakes with a 


Phaidari Kofta 

^H'stlf or the back ol a 
s[>oon, dissolve m luki- 
warm milk and grind into a 
paste Kest*rve almonds in 
saffron t'le.in, wash and 
I'hop coriander 

(.XXlKlNo 

! feat ilcsiyflur (clarified 
butter) in a pan/lumdi, add 
onions, stir over m»*dium 
heal until translucent, add 
t.he ginger and garlic pastes 
and saute until the moistu¬ 
re has evaporated (ensur¬ 
ing the masala does not get 
coloured) Then add 
cashewnut and ciKonut 
pastes, stir-fry/WiMime 
until the tat begins to 
appear c>n the surface (ensu¬ 
ring the masala does not 
get coloured), remove 
pAn/handi from heat, stir- 
in yoghurt, return pan/hati- 
di to heat and stir- 
fry /I'Iimiimcj for 2-3 minutes 
(ensuring the masala does 
not get coloured). Now add 
water (approx. 48!) ml / 2 
cups), bring to a hail, redu¬ 
ce to low heat and simmer 


for 3-4 minutes. Remove 
and pass the gravy through 
a fine mesh soup strainer 
into a saucepan, bring to a 
boil, add garam masala 
and saffron, stir. Remove 
and adjust the seasoning. 

TO SERVE 
Remove paupiettes to a 
platter, nappe with the 
gravy, garnish with 
almonds reserved in .saf¬ 
fron and coriander, serve 
with Taftan. 


Phaldahkofta 

l.NGREDlENtS 
4!i() g / 1 Ib Raw bananSs 
10f)g / f o/ I'Yencli beans 
UK) g / 3 oz Carrots 
2(X) g / 7 o/ Piinnr 
IOg/1-in piet-eCinger 
.1.2.5 g / 1 tbsConander 
2 Cret'n chillies 
Sait 

C\>oking oil to deep fry hiftn 

The gravy: 

Wl g / 2 oz D(’»7 Gh<v 
(clarified "lutter) 

8 Green cardamom 
5 Cloves 

2 sticks Cinnamon 
60 g / 2 oz Onions 

3'’ g / .5 1 /4 tsp Ciarlic paste 
(strained) 

15g/21/2tsp Ciinger 
paste (strained) 

480 ml / 2 cups Fresh 
tomato puree 

3 g / 1 tsp Red chilli powder 
3 g / 1 tsp Garam masala 

1 g / 1 /3 tsp Mace powder 
3.25 g / 1 tbs Coriander 



Serves; 4 

Preparation tune: 2:15 
hours 

Cooking time: 45 minutes 

PRErARATION 
The kofta: Boil, cool, 
peel and mash bananas. 
String, wash and finely 
chop beans. Peel, wash and 
Bnely chop carrots. Mash 
the paneer. Scrape, wash 
and finely chop ginger. 
Clean, wash and finely 
chop coriander. Remove 
stencs, wash, slit, deseed 
and finely chop green chil¬ 
lies. Mix these and the 
remaining ingredients in a 
bowl, divide into 16 equal 
portions and make balls. 

The kofta; Heat oil in a 
kadhai/wok and deep fry 
over medium heal until 
golden brown, remove to 
absorbent paper to drain 
the excess fat. 

COC'IKING 
Heat ^hef (daritied but¬ 
ter) in a haiidtlpATy, add car¬ 
damom, cloves and cinna¬ 
mon, stir over rmxiium 
heat until cardamom 
begins to change colour, 
add onions. Saute until tran¬ 
slucent, add the garlic and 
ginger pastes (dissolved in 
UK) ml / 7 tbs of water). 
Wiu»7iiiVStir-frv until the 
moisture has evaporated 
Then add the tomato 
puree, red chillies and salt, 
Wiuniiii/stir-try until the tat 
leaves the sides and the 
masala becomes grainy, 
add 48(1 ml / 2 cups of 
water, bring to a boil, redu¬ 
ce to low' heat and simmer 
fv>r 2-3 minutinj. Remove, 
pa,vs through a fine-mesh 
sieve/soup strainer, return 
to heat, add thefaiffa, bring 
to a boil, reduce to low heat 
and simmer for 2-3 
minutes. Sprinkle garam 
wasalti and mace, stir care¬ 
fully, remove and adjust 
the seasoning. 

TO SERVE 
Remove to a bowl, gar¬ 
nish with coriander and 
serve with Khameeri Roh. 

NOTE: All wvights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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RST PERSON 


HARSH AD MEHTA needs no introduction. 


W hat is your idea of perfect 
happiness? 

itappiness is the distance from an 
expected situaUon, and actual perfect 
happirtess is a situation where 
ncpectation is at zero level (the worst 
is expected); so every actual 
circumstance is reason for happiness. 


What is your greatest fear? 

t)f a rise in the stcKk prices when 
one is heavily short 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

Dr Wayne W. Dyre, Acharya 
Rajneesh;! and, of course, Jain 


Heart attadc by 
nev^«c^ 

excqHk>n^jump 

insens^ 







philosophy. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

Their confused state of mind. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 

W henever I get into the ab<»ve stale. 
What is your most precious 
possession? 

My conviction to fight any situation. 
What objects do you always carry? 
Faith in myself. 

-- I What makes you 

. most depressed? 

you Indecisiveness. 

^ What do you most 

dislike on your 
HW appearance? 

When 1 am made 
to IcKik 'a Bull in the 
I Bear"s clu ches' 1 

. What is your 

laljUmp favourite word? 

Imagination is 

__ strength. Thinking is 

-J limitation. 

What is your favourite journey? 

Journey on the path of 
determination. 

What is your favourite dream? 

To wipe out the 78 billion dollar 
debt of the country. 

What is your nightmare? 

When you know that you are not 
able to make the above oime true. 
What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

My family. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

My friend, family and my 
wellwishers. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

On those occasions on which 1 ,ord 
Krishna had permitted. 

What is your greatest regret? 

Dilution in the speed of economic 
growth in the country. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

The whole life. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

.Nione to mention. 

How do you relax? 

Stretching my body and deep 
breathing. 

What do you envy most in others? 

The amount of time they have. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

'Big Bull'. 

How would you like to die? 

Heart attain by news of exertional 
jump in sensex. 




To a Timex Sportz watch, this is a picture of 
plush interiors, soft upholstery and cushy living 
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Independent 

Thoughts 

■ While the country was 
celebrating the silver jubi¬ 
lee of the (^it India Move¬ 
ment with great pomp, I 
was eagerly waiting to 
see the old and wrinkled 
face of the heroine of 
yesteryear, Aruna Asaf 
Ali, on your cover ('Are 
We Turning into a Nation 
of Couch Potatoes?' 
August 15). 

C)n August 9,1942, she 
had bravely hoisted the 
national flag at the 
Gowalia tank maidan 
amid a teargas blitz. The 
octogenarian is fortunate¬ 
ly still with us, leading a 
lonely life on Delhi's Asaf 
Ali Road. 

Ranita Datia, 

Calaitht 

B Your cover story only 
dealt with the negative 
effects of satellite TV, 
when it should have deba¬ 
ted on both the giKid and 
the bad. 

Not just general 
entertainment, satellite 
TV IS also responsible for 
creating mass awareness 
all over the world, thus 
making it smaller. It has 
reached even the remote 
comers of India. 

Anirban R. Sengupta, 
Cnlcutta 



Coming soon: A brave new world of TV addicts 


# As a student, I thank 
you for cautioning iis 
against avid TV 
watching. We happen to 
be adda-chop-avilml loving 
Bengalis, and five more 
channels will surely bring 
forth more com h 
potatoes. 

We need to have marti¬ 
al guts to switch off the 
TV set. 

Rajarshi Gupta, 

North 24-Pargam^ 

■ Instead of publishing 
an article intended to crea¬ 
te a sense of patriotism in 
the youth of today, you 
gave the readers Khushw- 
ant Singh and Shobha De 
on Indian middleclass 


sexuality. It was most 
depressing. 

B.N. Bose, 

Calcutta 

■ With the opening of 
five new channels, Door- 
darshan has reinforced its 
battle against cable TV 
piogrammes. 

But, for children, televi¬ 
sion seems to have replac¬ 
ed all other modes of 

■ I don't see how it was 
possible for the couch 
potato on your cover to 
switch on TV channels 
with a remote control 
that belonged to a VCR. 
Suntan Basak, 

Calcutta 


recreation, includmg 
sport. This does not seem 
to be a very encouraging 
sign. 

Prabat Guha, 
jamshedpur 


Questions 

■ The question, "Who 
was Swami Bidishanan- 
da?" sent by Sunandan 
Lahiry (CJuiz, August 15), 
should have read, "Who 
was Swami 
Vividishananda?" 

Swami Vivekananda 
had taken this name, and 
he used it till he was 
ready to leave for the Par¬ 
liament of Religions in 
1893. 

Sarmistha Pal, 

Calctitta 

■ The question, "What 
name do the Bodo people 
want to give Bodoland?" 
sent by Amod Kant Giri, 
(Quiz, July 25) was 
wrong. So was the answer. 

The actual fact is that 
Bodoland was the name 
they had planned to give 
the new state created on 
the north bank of the Brah¬ 
maputra river and 
Udayachal was the name 
to be given to the district 
council on thesouth bank. 
Atlanta Khakhlarif, 
Guivahati 
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WHILE THE choli is back with a bang, thanks to 
Subhash Ghai's lilm and Madhuri Dixit's dil, 
there is very little that remains of the traditional 
concept in haute aniture. A fashion feature that 
tells you like it is, and what the hotshot designers 
h,^ve to say about it. An exclusive that keeps you 
abreast of trends. 
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CHOU 

NUMBERS! 

Sind Chandok charts the undulating course 
ofthe traditional piece of fashion 
and, after talking to top designers, discovers a 
certain permanence in the trend. Even if 
it has evolved to an unrecognisable degree... 



The evolution of the choli as art: Striking 
combination of Kutchi patchwork embroidery and 
beaded tassles flow down to the waist instead of 
tradHiortal ghunghroos; and the pearl oudining 
gives it the Western look 


ITS BEEN AROUND FOR CENTURIES. IN ITS COMPLETE SPLENDOUR, RIGHT THERE AT THE 
the royal durbar. 

The eras changed, kings came and went. But it has always been around, sometimes pro- 



For that ethereal, virginal (yet sexy) look: White choli 
encrusted with pearls alt over. Ideal for evening wear with a 
transparent shirt or even a sari 


minently, sometimes incognito. 

It's adorned many a famous bosom. Whe¬ 
ther of a coy bride or the yuppie boogieing 
away at the local disco or even a heaving 
Madhuri Dixit gyrating to Alka Yagnik's 
'innocent' taunts, it's everywhere. All of a 
sudden, it's back and raging. 

Yes, the choli. It has brought about a fash¬ 
ion revolution in no uncertain manner. 

It all began in the Gupta period with the 
kanchudi, a small piece of cloth that the 
womenfolk of that period began to tie 
around their bosom once they decided to 
become a little modest. 

Slowly, the kanchudi began to change. 
While the royalty found it convenient to just 
drape it around, the working women decid¬ 
ed to attach strings instead of mere will 
power to keep it from falling off. 

As the age changed, depending on the atti¬ 
tude of the rulers and their women, the 
choli began to get modified. 

In some parts it became an extremely 
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Black bustier with gold khadi work in front: An unusual blend of ethnic and 
Western. A takeoff on Madonna’s conical bras 


orthodox outfit, covering the torso 
right down to the waistline, with long 
sleeves and a ghungUat was added to 
further conceal any obvious sex 
appeal. 

However, in other places it continu¬ 
ed to remain .short and sexy with vary¬ 
ing modifications depending on far 
the people of that part of the country 
thought they could go without unwar- 
rant^ attention. 

While brides continued to stick to 
the conventional choli, contemporary 
women began to wear the choli with a 
sari in the shape of a blouse. 


Photographs: Vinesh Gandhi; 
Outfits: Rocky S.; Makeup; Phaneel; 
Model: Poonam Jhaver; 

Feature coordinated exclusively 
for The Ti^egraph Magazine 
bySImIChandok 


But, today, the choli has gone 
beyond all conventions. It ha.s, in fact, 
defied tradition. 

Though the choli has become extre¬ 
mely popular there is very little that 
remains of the traditional choli. 

Unless it is the ethnic choli which, t(x>, 
is more often worn with jeans and 
short skirts unlike the conventional 
ghagra or sari. Yet, it is indisputable 
that the choli has been making a 
steady comeback in the last couple of 
years after fading into near oblivion 
before that 

T A Thether the West has drawn inspi- 
V V ration from the choli in the form 
of bustiers or whether the Indian glitte¬ 
rati has decided to westernise the choli 
is debatable. The dispute continues, so 
does the trend. 

Well-known designer Bhairavi 


Jaikishan, who is more famous for 
innovating on ^ort, choli-kind of 
tops, attributes the comeback of the 
choli to the new awareness among 
prople, not just the fashion-conscious 
high society. 

"It's got more to do with a change in 
people's lifestyles. Their outlook has 
changed. We have bc?come more fash¬ 
ion and figure conscious. Our women 
have become bolder. Their attitude is, 
if you have a lovely figure, flaunt it. 
That's where the choli comes in. It's 
definitely more revealing than a regu¬ 
lar blouse!" 

Yashodhara Shroff, director of ffo- 
lio, and the high priestess of fashion 
design in Bangalore, feels the choli is 
no longer a simple accessory, it has 
acquir<^ an identity of its own. "The 
potential for experimentation that the 
choli offers is tremendous and the 
designers are working overtime to cre¬ 
ate new trends, just like with any other 
garment," she enthuses. 

From the traditional sleeveless to 
backless; from high neck, low neck 
and 'V' neck lo long sleeves and puff 
sleeves; mirrorwork and embroidered 
to brass plated and gold plated; from 
pleated to beaded, there is no end lo 
the variations one can do with this 
deadly piece of fabric. "With cloth of 
30 ems to I -.3 metres, we can work won¬ 
ders on the choli— the sky is the 
limit," gushes Shroff. 

Though the designs and materials 
have a cyclical change, some classics 
never go out of fashion. Among such 
classics. Shroff asserts, arc the choli, 
trusser blouses and bandhinis. The 
choli may be a purely Indian creation, 
which goes with the sari, but Shroff 
cites the example of lycra cholis (emi¬ 
nently expandable) and tubetops 
which can be slipped on. Tliough 
bustiers of the Mahabharata style are 
still popular, she feels that women are, 
by and large, still settling for the more 
"boring, fuller cholis". 

But the westernised version of the 
choli is certainly more popular hxiay, 
according to Jaikishan who is well- 
versed with trends and the wardrobes 
of the rich, the famous and certainly of 
the bold and the beautiful. 

Bi'imbay-based designer Manish 
Malhotra, too, agrees with Jaikishan. 
"The choli is very westernised today. 
Though I don't think it would be right 
to say that the choli has made a 'come¬ 
back'. The choli is evergreen. It's 
always been patronised by the Indians. 

"But, today, the choli has had a sud¬ 
den dash of popularity. It has become 
fashionable to wear cholis, be it an Indi¬ 
an outfit or a Western one," observes 
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version of thecholi — is being wt)rn by 
non-filrn petiplo, too. 

Like most designers, Malhotrj, too, 
fiHjls that the choli has been motlified 
and almost taken the form of a bustier. 
"The West has bt?en inspired by our 
choli; the bodice with the underwire 
and the bustier with the katori cut is a 
total take-off from the Gujarati choli. 
Even today, simple housewives wear 
the kabori-cut blouses not realising 
that they have set a trend of sorts," 
chuckles Malhotra, obviously referr¬ 
ing to the structured look that invaded 
the West after French designer Gean 
Paul Gaultier designed the famous 
bustier for Madonna. 


I n fact, the entire structured lot>k, 
popularly associated with 
after her video Vogue, is nothing but ■ 
revolutionised version of our katori- 
cut cholis. And Madonna's Indian 
counterparts are not far behind. 

All our pop singers flaunt sexy 


Malhotra, who has been designing out¬ 
fits for India's best known figure, Sri- 
devi, and whose clientele includes the 
new brazen breed of Raveena Tandon 
and Somy Ali. 

"Cholis have always been indispen¬ 
sable in Hindi films. It is the sexiest 
Indian attire. But these days, backless 
cholis and the bustier—the Western 


Shyamotie Verma in a Yashodhara 
Shroff creation 



westernised cholis. Very often, the Bangkok. the role of the controversial Choli he 

colourful mirrorwork patches from "The bustier which is being worn peechey number in making the choli 

the interiors of Rajasthan and Kutch with flaired trousers is all a fMrt of the the centre of focus in recent months, 

are used with a Western cut to make a Sixties look. Once the Sixties look is "The choli came into vogue two 

bodice. However, the bustier which is out, the bustier will be discarded, too, years ago, much before the song origi 
being commonly worn under transpa- but Indians will always boast of cho- nated, What really brought back the 

rent shirts these days is straight out of lis," predicts Malhotra, also ruling out choli was the craze for the authentic. 

Gold satin choli with halter’neck worn with a long, flaired skirt: Gives it a Western touch with the gold beads highlighting 
the katori cut to give a bustier effect _ 





ettulic locdc," explains Malhotra. 

Veteran designer Leena Dam is the 
one who take the credit, much buried 
beneath the controversial song and 
dance, for designing the choli flaunted 
by Madhuri Dixit in Khal-Na\fak. And 
is rather delighted about the return of 
the ethnic look. "It feels gotxi that 
people are finally realising the value 
of our own fashion tradition. See the 
colour schemes we have used in our 
attires for centuries. Why run after the 
West when we have so much to take 
from our own culture?" rcastms Daru, 
who had never imagined that the choli 
would make the kind of headlines it 
has in the recent past. 

"1 decided to use a single colour 
fabric. 1 chose orange and covered the 
choli with typical Rajasthani embroi¬ 
dery. And Madhuri is a pretty girl, she 
carried it off really well," adds Daru, 
who won the best designer award last 
year for Sridevi's ghagra-cholis in 
Jjimhc. 

L ascellel Symons, tlu' famou.s 

model turned designer, feels, 'The 
choli IS so prominent because ol the 
sudden metami>rphosis. The bustier 
of the West has been inc<irpt>ratcd into 
the choli. Even with the Indian ghagra 
for weddings and parties, people are 
wearing cholis with very Western 
cuts." Lascellel feels it's the MTV cultu¬ 
re that has influenced Indians. 

Ace de.signer Rocky S. fwls th.it the 
choli today is more hep than tradition¬ 
al. "Our cholis today are Ix'ginning to 
Icxik more and more like the conical 
bras that Madonna wore in her video 
album, Vitgtir. The only thing that's 
consistent about cholis is the open 
back; otherwise very little remains of 
the old choli," says R(Kky who does 
feel that both KUal-Nnyuk and 
Khalnaika have been inst; u mental in 
putting the choli upfront. "1 guess the 
whole controversy is making people 
notice the choli. Though 1 don't think 
girls would wear choli.s just because 
Madhuri wore one." 

However, unlike most designers 
Rocky does not see the choli reigning 
on the fashion scene forever. "It's like 
any other fashion fad. They all come 
and go — this one will, in course of 
time, go bust, too." 

Though Delhi's fastest rising 
designer, Rina Dhaka, basically 
designs Western outfits and caters t<i 
the top 10 per cent of the Indian fash¬ 
ion market, she says she does not 
think selling cholis right now would 
be "such a bad idea". 'The choli wave 
has come at a time when interest in it j 
was dwind ling," she observes. j 



Suneet Verma's Goa beach design with seasheil cups 


Though Carl l.aggcrfeld, designer i 
for the House of Chanel, has described 
1993 as the 'Year of the Pussy' as the 
aotch has been the fcxrus of internatio- j 
nal luiutc couture this year, Dhaka feels I 
the Indian fashion scene is currently ' 
witnessing renewed fcxus on the bust. 


"I wouldn't be surprised if the 
emphasis shifts to sexier blouses and 
cholis now," concludes Dhaka. 

Additional reportage 
by Ramakrishna Upadhya 
and Saroj Pandit 
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'™ FUN-DA-MENTAL 

Asian Rap is the sound of the Nineties, says Seema Sirohi , after witnessing a 
fascinating 10-day festival of Indian music in Vienna 


I t was time to have some Asians 
with attitude who could respond 
to the restlessness of the Nineties, 
define their dreams and talk of 
the expatriate experience—all in 
musical terms. 

The Indians and Pakistanis living in 
Britain have risen to the challenge— 
loudly, and sometimes in cacophon¬ 
ous belligerence—to tell the world 
what it's like to live in a different 
society. They relentlessly stretch the 
limits of sound and sensibilities, creat¬ 
ing a blend that may disturb the puri¬ 
tan, but nevertheless excite the mind. 

The result is new music variously 
dubbed as Asian Rap, Acid Bhangra, 
Bhangra Muffin (a mix of bhangra and 
ragamuffin) and Soul Bhangra. It uses 
the traditional bhangra beat, but for¬ 
ces it through an array of synthesisers 
and electric guitars, and out comes a 
highly charged medley. 

It's like the Praji from Jalandhar 
Fun-Da-Mental 


who went to Southall with his musical 
talents and collided with acid nKk. 
And suddenly he is the latest thing in 
town and youngsters of all races arc 
shaking a leg to his beat. 

The language is a maddening mix of 
Hindi, Punjabi, English and British 
slang, with a touch of Caribbean 
thrown in. This is the music of the 
third generation of Indians bom in Bri¬ 
tain, which is no longer satisfied with 
imitating Western gurus, but wants to 
create its own genre. 

It fits perfectly with the spirit (»f the 
Nineties—a decade when multicultu- 
ralism may finally find its rightful 
niche. 

Some time ago, the cultural 
vanguard in Vienna organised a 
10-diiy festival of Indian music that 
darted from the traditional to the con¬ 
temporary. The likes of Zakir Hus¬ 
sain, Ustad Alla Rakha and L. Subra • 
maniam were cIublH*d w'ith Achanak, 


The Safri Boys and the Hustlers Con¬ 
vention in a musical journey that 
meandered through new territoiy. 

The idea was conceived by Edek Bar- 
t7., a determined cultural type, who 
wanted to present a more varied array 
of Indian talent and include the Asians 
abroad, along with the great maestros. 

The opening night was devoted to 
Zakir Hussain's percussion ensemble 
which included his eminent father, 
Alla Rakha, and brother Fazal Qureshi 
on tabla, LJstad Sultan Khan on 
sarangi, Vinayak Ram on the ghatam, 
Nandu Mulay on the santur and G. 
Hari Shankar on khanjira. They play¬ 
ed hv)i taal and adi taal, each showing 
his mastery on the instrument. 

Zakir 1 iussain is dearly at his best 
these days, experimenting w'ith 
Western and Eastern boundaries. The 
big Ustads rarely disappoint and there 
were moments of sheer brilliance as 
the rhythms w'ent from the tinny 
.sound of the ghatam to the tabla to the 
khanjira to the pakhawaj. 

Other prominent musicians who 
graced the festival were Rajan and 
Sajan Mishra and L. Subramaniam, 
who held their audiences as only they 
can. 

But what made the festival unique 
was the explosion caused by Asian 
bands from Britain who.se names were 
just as interesting as their music. Meet 
Fun da mental, a menacing looking 
quartet who have been called the 
Asian Public Enemy. 

The comparison is apt for they are 
ns fearless in talking of racism in 
Western societies as the Black Ameri¬ 
can rap group that shot to fame with 
Its antliem, fight the Power, featured in 
Spike Lee's epochal movie. Do the 
Right Thing. 

The lead vocalist M.C. Bad-Sha Lal- 
laman gives a voice to the young Hin¬ 
dus, Muslims and Sikhs living in the 
Western World where they are discri¬ 
minated against and ridiculed for 
their looks and habits. 

The group, representing the young 
generation of militant Asians, tackles 
issues ranging from Salman Rushdie 
to the Gulf War. Oppression of the 
third world and hypocrisy of Western 
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powm also rank very high in the 
three singles released so far by 
Fun-da-mental. 

The titles of the records are ex- 
Gandhi's Rnvnge, Sister 
ndia, Wrath of the Blackman to name a 
few. Equally interesting are the names 
of the artistes; Prince Haq—The Pro- 
pogandhi Machine, Man-Tharoo 
Goldfinger and D.J. Oneyo. 

The group performs against a back¬ 
drop of potent images of Malcolm X, 
Mahatma Gandhi, riots and arson. 

The music is a mix of hip-hop beats, 
Islamic chants, political statements, 
Indian music and militant rapping. 
Fun-Da-Mental has caused quite a stir 
in the underground music world in 
Britain after coming together in 1991 
at the Notting Hill Carnival. 

In contrast, Achanak is a seven-man 
band Siiid to be in the forefront of the 
new wave hhangra sound. It burst on 
the bhangra .scene— the main musical 
genre for Asian youth — with its 
debut album, Nacliurnlly, in 1989. 
Traditional bhangra lyncs are mixed 
with loud keyboards and guitar creat¬ 
ing a funky fusion for daniv. 

Their stylised gin id looks, augment¬ 
ed with trendy gla.s.ses and hairspatk*- 
red'with gel, show a keen promotional 
sense. In fact, the band's manager and 
tabla player Ninder Johal has launch¬ 
ed his own recording laM, Nachiirnl, 
to help smiwth releases and they have 
haii five already. Achanak is already 
on to big times with an u^x oming ttiur 
of the US and Canada. 

E nter The Siafri Boys, another homt*- 
grown electronified bhangra 
group w'ith such hits as Bomb the 
Tumhi which broke all records at the 
1992 Annual Asian Pop Awards by 
grabbing five awards. 

In Vienna they made even the oldie 
goldies rock to their boat. Then in the 
most charming way, the lead singer, 
Balwinder Safri, introduced his band 
with Sadda durmmer happy si (Our 
drummer was happy) before saying. 
Sat sri akal and Wahe Guru (the Sikh 
greeting and evoking the Lord). 

The dance hall where they perform¬ 
ed was packed with Austrians with 
just a few Indians. Cigarettes dangling 
from their mouths, the Viennese, dres¬ 
sed in their retro best, seemed to really 
get into the bhangra beat. The Safri 
Boys gave the organisers something to 
remember when they lifted organiser 
Edek Bartz on their shoulders in true 
Indian style and gave him a few jolly 
jolts. 

Th^ new Asian musical bonanza 
does not end with just bhangra and 


rap. Badd Brothers Amit and San-J are 
the hottest DJs of mixing. Like most 
aspiring talents, they started playing 
at weddings and parties catering to 
the well-f^ expatriate Indians. 

Small things led to big ones and the 
demon DJs got their owm gigs and 
shows. They mix Punjabi songs with 
Western or popular Hindi tracks with 
rave sounds. They have labelled the 
series, Garam Garam, to add to their 
four-album series of Extra Hot J, 3,5,7. 

Anything goes in the world of Amit 
and Sian-J who call themselves X- 
Zecutive Sound —bhangra with reg¬ 
gae. Indian and Pakistani .songs mixed 
with rap, whatever catches their wild 
fancy. Their recording label is called 
Vrt-Wuh, which has released albums 
such as Cur Nalon Husn Mittha (Beauty 
is sweeter than jaggery!). 

F.mtea/ Hussain, whose parents 
came from Pakistan, is a different kind 
of artiste. She calls herself a Rap Poet 
and delivers sharp, hard-hitting 
rhymes. “I'm working class. I'm 
young and I've a lot to say," says the 
defiant Emtea/. 

Daughter of a steel worker, she talks 
eloquently about “Racism that con¬ 
centrates on our problems rather than 
on our positive aspects." While not dis¬ 
carding Islam, she demands choice 
and dignity from the selt-appointed 
guardians of religion. Here is a sample 
of her lap; 

/ 7ms born a daughter of a stirl iwrker; 

Son of a farmer from a land in the East, 
Full of colour, spices, iiwmih and smells, 
Pam and Imnf’cr, fear and opprt'ssion. 

And I kicked and I ran to face the nip,hl. 
With those hungry and those desperate 
searching eyes, 

I faced reality in the homeless and the same 
of the rejected. 

And I was raised in the light and I uvis 
horn to fight. 

This sub-culture of music has given 
an important outlet to the Asian youth 
in Britain who must find assimilation 
difficult in that classically class-based 
society. 'The influence of reggae shows 
the links Asians have formi^ with the 
Caribbean Blacks who also face simi¬ 
lar problems. 

Apache Indian who is creating 
waves on MIV said it all when hie told 
an interviewer that his music was 
born out of the necessity to accept his 
roots, work within a framework accep¬ 
table to his parents and forge links 
with the Blacks. 

Of course, the recording industry 
has grabbed this new and emerging 
market by signing on and contribut¬ 
ing to the spirit of the Nineties. ■ 



Indian 

^IVi 

House 


College Street 
Market 
Calcutta 



: □ Bejan Daruwalla 




Aries 

March21—TApril20 

The sun changes signs, 
giving an impetus to 
partnerships, links and 
ties. There might also be 
the peal of wMding 
bells. A journey is on 
the cards in October, so be prepared. 

Most Ariens will be on the move; 
mentally, physically and emotionally. 
Take care of your health. 

Taurus 

April 21 —May 20 

The Mars-Saturn happy 
formation means 
funds, Ioan.s, job-hop or 
perks, and these are 
richly deserved and 
fully earned, there is no 
doubt about it. It you are an employer, 
there will be a change in yrm staff, 
including hiring or firing. It will be time 
to realign your ta rgets, materially at least 

Gemini 

May 21 -June 20 

Romance and finance 
both merge happily 
now and that means 
great going. Children, 
sports, hobbies and 
speculation will tind a 
great enthusiast in y«>u. Creative pursuits 
will get recognition and rewards. The 
new moon will help you to manage your 
house better. 

Cancer 

June 21--July 20 

While home conditions 
will be pleasant and 
property deals 
profitable, you will also 
communicate very well 

_and that, in turn, will 

help you to get work done efficiently. 
Therefore, you will have time to play 
around, despite a busy schedule. The first 
four davs will be the best 





Leo 

July 21—August 21 

You will receive help 
from known and 
unei^iected quartm as 
well. It should make life 
that much easier and 
more enjoyable. 
Journeys, news, views, contracts and 
deeds are the basic ingredients of the 
week and the next 20 days, too. Hurry up 
with your smokes. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

The new moon in your 
sign. Western 
astrology, gives you 
just the motivation you 
need to overcome 
obstacles, buy, sell, 
organise and follow through all the way. 
As the follow through is crucial, you will 
have to do it relentlessly. Then only may 
you expect the laurels 

Libra 

September 23 October 22 

You will armour 
yourself with 

K imagination and gusto, 

i8A C thanks to the sun and 

X ^ the Mars, and wade 

_ mmm _ through all opposition. 

Rxpenses will be heavy, but they will be 
worth it. Many l.ibrans will come to 
terms with loved ones and the outside 
world. Time to move ahead. 

Scorpio 

October 23-- November 22 

F/iends will pitch in 
and that will do you 
good. Money will flow 
in as freely as a 

• mountain stream, as the 

■ 8|in IS placed in your 

12th sector of expenses. Romance, liaison, 
secret work and a rendezvous will absorb 
your attention Trips and ties are foretold. 
Do expect visitors, foreigners and friends. 



Sagittarius 

November 2.3—December 20 

The luck of the draw, 
or, if you prefer, the law 
of averages will be on 
your side; so dare to 
take a few chances. You 
will have to put your 
shoulder to the wheel, as the new moon 
will make many demands upon your 
time and energy. September 21-23 will be 
highly significant. 

Capricorn 

December 21 • January 19 

Tremendous pressures 
Wh V to show results could 

IIIIj * bother vou. Rest 

assured, vou will prove 
equal to the task The 
jobless,)rTne 

under-employed will find sweet 
satisfaction. Professionals and 
bu.sinessmen will be revamping methods 
and policy matters 

Aquarius 

January 20 —February 1P 

f Thi.s IS tlie beginning o( 
the gix>d times, and you 
will tei'l the liMil from 
your .shoulders lifting 
S'ou will now have 
J more ro -’"i lo nrovi 
assert yourM-lf, be vourown 
man/woman, Journeys and 
communii ation play a part in your 
happiness. Your creativity will siirfan-. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

An otficial engagement, 
marri.ige. business 
links, heiJing and 
loaning will dcs'ply 
interest you, 'I'ho.se who 
are rebring will gel the 
money due to them without any hassles, 
Joint-finances will have top priority in 
October. Your loved ones will respond 
graciously 


BIRTHDAYS 


SeptenUter i9: The Mars-3atum trine means victory after 
a harsh struggle. You will be able to impose your will on 
others. Time marry and have children. 

SeptenAer 20: Ine moon-PIuto conjunction implies a 
sur^e in power and consequent progress. There could be a 
radio] change for the better in your approach to problems. 
Septew^ber 2t: The moon-Mercury excellent placing helps 
authors, salesmen, artists and, most certainly, newsmen. 
Travel and trade are the other possibilities. 

Septemher22: The moon's first quarter helps you to 
assert, gain rccognititm and do samethtpg worthwhile for 


your family. You will be happy. 
Mtaember 23: The Mercury 


September 23: The Mercury-Jupiter combination helps 
young Librans win their spurs. Wedding bells and 
coHatertihons are foretola. 

September 24: The moon-Uranus-Neptune conjunction 
means joy as well as ujMets at home. Take care of the health of 



















ERITAGE 











Bimalroy 


N oted filmmaker Bimal Roy was bom 
on July 12,1909 into a zamindar 
family of Batigaldesh, His loist his^ 
father while he was doing his intermediate 
and the family was forced to leave for 
Calcutta. Roy, along with his mother and 
brothers, mo into a rented Bat in north 

Calcutta. All Stroup the day he moVed 
within the film studios, looking for a job as a 
cameraman. 

In 1934, Roy worked as a cameraman in the 
feature film, Grihaditha, produced by the New 
Theatres. Some of tfie masteipieces like 
Devdas, Minail, Mukti and Mflyo have been 
photographed by Roy. Prior to feature dims, 
he showed his experhse in handling the 
camera in a number of documentanes like 
Hew Keraseiff. Tim are Made aad Grand Trunk 
Road. The Biritish government entrusted him 
widi the buk of documtfidng the Bengal 


BitnatRoy(tMe-8Q 





vknvpohtts M to diHilm beiitgheavily 
eensoied. Rhy hito also madesuch 
wetl4inow» Oocbnentariito I&eOiitiam 



In 1944 , Rt>y made Ws direclortdi debut In ' ,1 
New Theatres' Udayer Pathey, which bacame, C: 
an instant supwhit. This was followed W . • 
Humraki, Anj^ngarh, Mantramugddha aha 
PMaAaM, ; 

I.ater, Roy moved to Bombay wlieih he 
beemnea pari of dw Hlhdi filin todwstry, ^ v 
Bombay Talkies opened its door to Roy whim^'t: 
he was asked to directa Hollywood remake, 
Ma. He dimed Pamteta under the banner of 
Ashok Ktan^Produchois. After Biia^ 
produced and directod :sei!emSl fOnis of which 
Do Bigfm Zmmn (ti^ ffim tyon aevtoal 
internatkmalmvm^flt hitodad, ^1^ 

desensfi 

m«mtion.Besldes, a1sirgeitUt^h»'of films 
were pnxiumd'by 8100].%^ Pnx^ 'j 

In thee# 
indusiiy 













































Y ou were 
telling me 
something 
about cholis and 
fashions? I’ve 
been 

fashionably bare 
all my life, so? 

Photograph BY 
nirmalenou 

MAIUMMR 



NOTE: All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 




INTE'RNATIONAI 


C AmsteRiam'Delhi-CalcuUa: 
Arr.(7):KL-875at0135. 

£ Calcutla>DeIhi> Amitndam; 
Dro. (7);KL-876at0340. 
CalcuHa-Singapore: Dm. (4); 
SQ-420at 1310. 
SlnupoceCalcuita: Arr. CZ): 
SCH16at1025. 

Dclhi-Calcutta-Singapoir. Arr. 
(1):Al-682atll45;Dep.(l); 
Al-430at 1300; Arr. (5). AI428at 
0540; Dep. (5): AI-428 at 0650. 
Singapoiv-Calcuita-Delhl: Air. 
{5):Al-429al 1625; Dep. (5) 
Al-429all740. 

Singapore<^lctitta>Boml>ay: 

Arr. (1): Al-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431 atom 

• Singapore-Dhaka-Calcutta; 
Arr.(4):SQ-420atl210. 

• Calcutta-Dhaka>Singap<H«: 
Dep.(2);SQ-416atn30. 
Bombay*Calcatta'Baiigkok'To- 
kyo: Arr. (5): A1-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) :Al-306atl910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta-Bom* 
bay; Arr. (6): AI-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :Al-309atl930. 
CalcuHa-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep^ (2); AI-101 at 0100. 
CalcuHa-Delhi-London-New 
York: Dep. (5). AI- 
429/AI-187/A1-101 at 1740. 
Calculta*Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
n-New York; Dep. (6): Al- 
309/Al-ni 8119.30. 
Calcutta-Delhi-London-Toront 
o: Dep, (5). AI-429/Al-187at 
1740. 

CalcuHa-Bombay-Delhi-Paris: 
Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-147al 1930. 
CaicuHa-Delhi-Rome-Geneva; 
Dep. (5); A1-429/AI-171 at 1740. 
CaicuHa-Delhi-Frankfurt'Paris; 
Dep. (5). Al-42^/Al-141 at 1740. 
Calrutta-Boinbay*Delhi>Paris>F- 
rankfurl:Dep.(2): Al- 
431/Al-143 at 0100; Dep. (6). Al- 
I 309/AI-147at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2, 4, 5, 
7): lC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1.3,6): 
TG-314 at 1.355. 

Bangkok-Calcutta; Arr (2,4,5, 
7);tC-7.32an.505;ArT (1,3,6): 
TG-313at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5):lC-747all245;Dep (1,6): 
RA-214al 1455. 

Kalhmandu-Calailla: Arr. (1,3, 
!5):IC-748atl615;Arr, (1,6): 
RA-213at 1355. 

CalcuKa-Dhaka; Dep. (1,3. .5,6): 
IC-723at 1.330; Dep. (1,5): 

BG-092 at 1055; Dm. (2,3,6,7)- 
BC-092 at 1105; Dep. (4): B<3-092 
at 21^5; Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,7)- 
BG-0% at 1920, Dep. (4): BG-0% 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-724 at 1600; Arr. (2,3,6,7): 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4); BC-091 


at0755;Arr.(l,5):BG-091at 
1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5, 6, 7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4); BC^095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittagoiie Dep. (6): 
IC-225at 1230; 1^. (4): K-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7); at 1525. 
CSilttagong-^cutta: Ar. (6): 
IC-226 at 1^; Arr. (4): B&697at 
2045; Arr. (7); BG-697 at 1445. 
Pan><>lctttta-Bangk<dc Arr. 
(2):KB-105at0805,^. (2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro: Arr. 

(7):KB-106atl005;Dep.(7): 
KB-106atllOS. 
tt SofU-Dubai-Calculta: Arr. 

(4):LZ-503atl200. 

4( Calcnlta-Dubai-Sofla: Dep. 

(4):LZ-504at2250. 

* Moacow-Shaijah-Calcutta: 
Arr.(4);SU-537atl555. 


Umdon-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(l);Al-132/AI-682atll45. 

New Yoric • London - Delhi • Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): A1-112/A1-428 at 

0540. 

Puis-Frankfurl-Delhi-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1): Al-146/AI-682 at 1145. 
Tonutto-London-DelhiCaleutt* 
a: Arr. (1): Ai-186/AI-682 at 1145. 
Abu Dhabl-Bonbay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5): Al-756/AI-306at 1730. 
Bahndn - Doha < Bombay * Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): AI-876/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahian-Bombay-Calcutta: 

Arr. (5): Al-816/AI-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (5); 
AI-736/AI-428at0540; Arr. (1): 
AI-734/AI-682 at 1145. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 

(5)-Al-806/AI-306 at 1730. 



* Calcutta-Shaijah-Moscow: 
Dep.(4):SU-538atl755. 

$ Amman-Calcutta-Ban^ok: 
Arr. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; Dm. (4); 
R|-184at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

Arr. (4): RJ-185at 1450; Dep (4) 
RJ-185at 1550. 

Calcutta • Bombay - Sharjah - 
Abu Dhabi: Dep. (2): AI- 
431/AI-703 at 0100 

Calculla-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 

n: Dep. (2): Al-431 /AI-873 at 
0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Mosco 
w: Dep. (6). AI-309/AI-515 at 
1930. 

Calcntta-Bombay-Muacat: Dep. 
(2): Al-431 /Al-833 at 0100; Dep 

(6): Al-309/AI-845 at 1930. 

CalcuHa-Delhl-MuKat; Dep. 

(5) .Al-429/Al-841 at 1740. 

Calcutta • Bombay • Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep. (2): Al-431 /A1-733 
atom; Dep. (6): Al-309/Al-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 

(6) ;A!-309/A1-215atl930. 


Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr 
(5): A1-856/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr 
(5): AI-826/AI-306 at 1730. 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta: Arr. (5): AI- 
706/AI-306 8117.30. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5) AI-826/AI-306 at 1730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-ItuUa 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (61 AI-309 at 
1930. 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. (5): 
AI-306 at 1730. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (5): Al-429 
at 1740. 

Delhl-Calcutta: Arr. (1): AI^2 


at 1145; Arr. (5): A!-428at 0540. 

East WestAMiaes 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6): 4S 805 at 1455. 

Delhl-Calcutta; Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6);4S806atll25. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) :« 812 at 1155. 
Guwahati-Calcntta: Arr, (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. (dally): 
D2-101 at 0830; Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): D2103 at 1930 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102at 0915; Dep (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) .D2104at2000. 

Indian AirUnes 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep (daily); 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (daily): 
IC-743at 1300; Arr, (daily): 
lC-742at0940,Arr (daily): 
lC-744 at 1.530 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7) : IC-721 at 1215, Arr. (2,4,6,7). 
IC-722all455 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) : lC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) .IC-772at120n, 

Olcutta - Vishakhapatnam • 
Madras: Dep (3,5): IC-542 at 
1045; Arr, (.1, .5) IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-K^dras: Dep. (daily): 
IC-765at 1715; Arr. (daily): 
IC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6): IC-777at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6): 
IC-778al2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
lC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily): 
IC-176 at 0915, Arr. (daily); 

IC-274 at 1845 and Arr. (daily): 
lC-175 at 081.5. 

Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2,4,6); 

IC-285at0540;Arr.(2,4,6): 

IC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily); 
IC-263 at 0700 and lC-4()2 at 1720 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 
Arr. (daily): lC-401 at 12(Band 
IC-264 at 2155, Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-262at0800. 

Calcutta-Rancbi-Patna-Oelhi: 
Dep. (daily): IC-810 at 0630; Arr. 
(daily); IC-809 at 1115. 

Calcutta • Patna - Lucknow - 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3,5): IC-410at 
1800; An. (1,3, .5); IC-409at 2105. 


£ No traftic rights on Delhi Calcutta-Delhi 
& No trattic rights on Dubai- Calcutta-Dubai 
* No traffic nghts on Cateutta- Sharjah-Calcutta 
9 No traffic rights on Calcutta -Dhaka-Calcutta 
$ No ti attic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Cateutta 
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CalcutU-Imphal-.Dcp (1,3,5) 
lC-259at0745;Arr (1,3,5). 
IC-260at 1410. 

C^kutta • Silchar • Imphal: [3cp. 
(2,4,6,7): JC-Z55 at 0850; Arr. (2, 

4.6.7) ; rC-256 at 1340. 
Calcntta-Silchan Dep. (1,3): 
IC-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3); IC -2.54 
at 1130. 

CalcuHa>Dlbrugarh; Dep. (2,4, 

6.7) : IC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2,4,6, 
7):iC-202atl430. 

Calcutta • Cuwahati • Dioiapun 


Dep. (2,4,7) IC-257atn40, Arr. 
(2,4,7)IC-Z58atl640. 
CalcutU'Guwahati: Dep. 
(daily); IC-229al 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6); IC-7n at 0700; Arr. (daily): 

. IC -230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3, 5,6): 
IC-712al 1010, 

Calcutta • Tecpur - Jorhal > Cal¬ 
cutta: Dep. (2, 4,6); lC-213 at 
0900; Arr. Q, 4,6); IC.213 at 1305. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneswar - Nag¬ 
pur • Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5,7); 
tC-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5,7); 


OeiMrtuM ' ' -AnUMt 


OepertiM 

Up Time 

2311 19-16 
3006 19-20 
3003 20-35 
2381 10-15 


2303 10-15 


2301 16-30 


2305 13-45 


3073 23-00 


5047 13-00 

3009 20-30 
.3007 9-40 


lC-770at2120. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar« 
Madras; Dep. (2,4); IC-544 at 
1045; Arr. (2,4); lC-543at 1005. 

Vaj>mi€tot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur. Dep. (1, 

3,5); PF-717 at 0630; Arr. (1,3,5); 
PF-7I8at0830. 

* Calcutta-Aizawl-Agaitala • 
Calcutta: Dep (1,3,5); i¥-705 at 
0900; Arr. (1,3,5): PF-706 at 1250. 


Calcutta - Couch Behar - Bagdo- 
gra - Calcutta: Dep. (1,3,5); 
W-707at 1320; Arr. (1,3,5); 
PF-708at 1700. 

Calcutta - Agartala - Shillong: 
Dep. (2,4, 6, 7); PF-701 at 0630; 
Arr. (2,4,6,7); PF-702 at 1110. 
Calcutta - Aizawl - Agartala - 
Calcutta: Dep. (2,4,6 7); PF-705 
at 1140; Arr. (2,4,6,7): IT-706 at 
1530. 

• Technical landing at Agartala 


31(14' 
4-26 813B 


3071 22-30 
3016 9-55 

1159 15-25 


1171 15-25 


3327 14-20 
1181 15-25 


Up Time 
3141 13-30 


3143 19-16 
3111 20-16 
6657 6-25 
3163 21-40 
3181 11-45 
3iaS 20*46' 


Howrah 

Thna 

On 

Dattil-KalkaMaH 

7-4S 

2312 

Amritsar Man 

7-55 

3006 

BomiMQf Man via Allahabad 

13-15 

3004 

Poorva (Naw Delhi) Expraaa via 

Gaya-VaranasI 

Dep Tubs, Thurs& Sat. 

Arr Wed, Fn & Sun 

17-00 

2382 

Poorva (Naw Delhi) Exprasa via F>atna 
Dap: Mon, Wed Fn & Sun. 

Arr: Mon. Tuas, Thurs & Sat. 

17-00 

2304 

Hajdhani Expraas via (3aya 

Dep; Mon. Tuas. Thurs, fh & Sun. 

Arr, Tues. Wed, Thurs, Sat 8 Sun. 

10-45 

2302 

Rajdhanl ExpiuM via Patna 

Dep; Wed 8 Sat, 

ArrFri 8 Mon. 

12-60 

2306 

Himgiri (Jammu-Tawi) Express 

Tri-Wkly 

Dep: Tues, Fn 8 Sat 

Arr Toes, Wed, 8 Sat, 

11-35 3074 

Purtoanchai (Oorakhpur) Express 

Dep. 8 An-Sun, Mon, Wed 8 Fn. 

4-30 

5048 

Doon Expraas via Grand Chord 

7-00 

a310 

Udyan Abha Toofon Express via Mam 

Line 

18-15 

3008 

Amrttsar Express 

15-30 

3050 

Delhi Janata Express via Main line 

5-20 

3040 

Gorakhpur Express 

11-56 

3020 

MithUa Express 

5-00 

3022 : 

Komrup (Quwahati) Express 

6-30 

5660 : 

Black Diamond Excess 

21-25 

3318 

CoalfialdExpress 

10-30 

3030 

Asansol Express 

8-46 

3036 : 

Danapur Express 

5-56 

3032 

North Bihar Express 

Dep; Wednesday 

An. Friday 

11-^ 

3026 

Jwnalpur Express 

5-30 

3072 

Santiniketan Express 

16-40 

3016 

Chambal (Gwalior) Express 

Dep; Sat 8 Sun. 

7-15 

1160 

An; Tues 8 Wed 



BMpra (Indore) Express 

Oep: Tues & Wed. 

Am Sat 8 Sun. 

7 15 

1172 

Shaktipunj (Chopan) Express 

4-25 

3328 

Chambal (Agra (Jantt) Exprasa 

Thursday only 

7-16 

1182 

Sea/da/T 

Tbna 

Dn 

TeMAB-Torsa Expraas 

Dep. Mon, Fri 8 Sun. 

Anr:Wed,F(1&Sun 

6-30 

3)42 

OailsellngMM 

8-45 

3144 

DalM Expraas via Mam Una 

7-15 

3112 

Kaneftar^unga Expraaa 

20-35 

5Ke 

OourExwau 

Jammu-Tawi Expraaa 

6-16 

15-50 

3154 , 
-B1'S2 

MuflhilEMMMl Expraaa UsSaGlPOp 

12-K 

‘3134'. ' 



Oepaeture 
Up Time 

60CB 20-46 
8002 19-20 
2860 12-30 
8034 20-16 
8030 ,11-20 
2841 14-26 


6322 22-36 


— 14-10 


- 14-10 


6314 22-36 


6316 22-36 


«20 22-35 


MowreJi 

Madras MaH 

Bombay Mail ve Nagpur 

(SHai^ali (Bombty) Expraea 

Ahmadabad Extern 

Kuita Expraaa via Nagpur 

Coonundal (Madne) Expeaaa 

vtaCuttack 

Bangalore Bipcaaa 

Oep:Tues 

An; Sun 

TMa Steal Expraat 
lapatExpnws 
SambalpurExpnas 
RandiiHatiaExpraas 
Purl Expraaa vie Cunack 
dagamialh (PwO Btpraas via Narti^ 
OhauN (Bhubaneewatl’Exprau 
Tirupati Expraat , 

East Coaal (HyderabaiS Expreaa 
Purulia Express 
D^-Except Saturday 
An; Except Sunday. 

GXiwahaU - Holtrdh* Triwantfivm (3an- 

tral Exprasa Monday only 

Trtuandrum Central - Howndi • (luwa- 

hati Expraea Saturday only 

Coehin Harbour Tarminua • Quwahaii 

Weakly Expraaa (via Visakhapatnarn & 

Howrah) Thursday only 

Ouwahatf • CoeMn Harbour TamSma 

Waal^&ipraaB (vb HowniiS Vtsakha- 

patnam) Saturday only 

Collin HartMur TatminuB Expraaa 

I via Visakhapatnarn & Howrtf^ 

Oep:Frt&Sua 

Arr. Tubs. 

Quwahati - Bangakm (M)r it m UH t f 
Expraaa (via Howrah 8 GtAttOkl lMid-' 
nestiayonly 

Bangalore Cl^ - QuwMwtt -MaaMy 
Express {viaHowrahACunad^Moriday. 
on^ 


Aiitual . 
Tima On 

7- 00 6004 

8- 10 aodi 


15- 15 2860 
5-15 8039 

16- 15 8029 

12- 00 2842- 

13- 45 6312 


13-46 6321 


13-46 6313 


13-48 6318 


l3-«5 Kid 


ENQUm^ Por RHJiid 8w olook MtbrmaltoPtM 

atM Boulb-awtarH MitMay tralnb, ptaasa MM 2^ 

coming iiiPna;303as-44 tor aMo th arI nI b H iiMl on . P or I niewnattei 

aboutraaarvattOBaon fia a taf n l l al haByaxitfaou ti B b mfnH allway 

tminB,dW2O348B>3609(from9am«»«pman«iaaliaoyaaiid9am 

to 2 pm on 9unctavs.andgaMllMBl(MMlM|.Tnlabmoa anpuky 

«taaiiaihisaB36-37. 
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/ ^WJ^y is Speaker ! 

VV in Parliament so 
called?" asks Kuldip 
Mehra, Calcutta 17. 

Speaker is the title of one 
of the most important per* 
sons in Parliament and 
other legislative assem¬ 
blies. He is an elected mem¬ 
ber of Parliament who is 
chosen by the other mem¬ 
bers to act as Chairman of 
the House. In the early 
days of Parliament in 
England, the Speaker was 
the spokesman of the 'faith¬ 
ful commons' who, when 
Parliament met, heard the 
King's speech, retired to 
deliberate among them¬ 
selves, and then returned 
to tell the King and his 
Council through their 
spokesman what they had 
decided. Under theTudors 
the Speaker was nominat¬ 
ed by the King; after the 
Revolution of 1688 the 
Commons asserted their 
right to choose him them¬ 
selves. Today he is elected 
by the House at the beginn¬ 
ing of each session, and is 
often re-elected so long as 
he is willing to serve. In 


days when the Commons 
might have to oppose a wil¬ 
ful King, the Speaker was 
often the person on whom 
the royal anger descended 
and some even literally lost 
their heads. Men were not 
always willing to take this 
responsibility. Even today, 
in the ceremony of appoint¬ 
ing the Speaker, the chosen 
person puts up a show of 
resistance while being led 
to the chair, thus remind¬ 
ing the House of its past 
struggles. He alsoTiegs the 
Sovereign to put the most 
favourable construction on 
the proceedings of the 
House, another relic of past 
conflicts. 

Mr Speaker has a posi¬ 
tion of great dignity and pri¬ 
vilege. He was 'the first 
Commoner', taking preced¬ 
ence over all others, until in 
lyO-S a Royal Warrant plac¬ 
ed the Prime Minister 
above him. 

In most legislatures he is 
generally chosen from the 
majority parly, but someo¬ 
ne is selected who is accept¬ 
able to all shades of opi¬ 
nion. Usually he is chosen 






useful mixiun. Why? 
COrDtibaemkGuha, 
OoRapettdra 
Ckandti,33n/3N0fitr 
Das Road, R0. 
Bdufta, Calotte 700 
034) 


It is universal 
antidotebtpoison. This is 
when the exact 
poison is not known or 
when a combination of 
two or more poisons had 
been taken. 


by a unanimous vote of 
ihembers. In the House he 
presides over debates, 
maintains order and sees 


that the rules are kept, and 
admonishes persons guilty 
of breaches of the House’s 
privilege. In England he 
represents the Commons 
when they go to the Lords 
to hear the Queen's speech, 
and on formal and state 
occasions. Under the Parlia¬ 
ment Act of 1911, he deci¬ 
des which billsare money 
bills and therefore not deba¬ 
ted by the House of Lords, 
and his decision is final. He 
claims for the House its 
'ancient and undoubted' 
privileges at the beginning 
of each Parliament. 

All complaints of breach 
of privilege are made to 
him in the first place: if he 
thinks that the case calls for 
inquiry, the Committee of 
Privileges investigates the 
matter and reports to the 
House. Though elected as a 
partyman, the Speaker pre¬ 
serves great tradition of 
impartiality in the chair. 

His rulings arc practically 
always accepted. 

The Chairman of the 
House of Representatives 
in the US is also known as 
the Speaker. 


QUESTIONS 


1) The Rolex score board at Wimble¬ 
don has a digital clock which 
always shows ftie time one hour 
ahead of GMT. Why? (BiplabChou- 
dhury, Calcutta 8) 

2) Who wrote 'Toetry is a spontane¬ 
ous overflow of powerful fee¬ 
lings?" (Rabindra Narayan Chakra- 
borty, Shfioraphuly) 

3) How is the disease Shigellosis 
better known? (Zaheda Parveen, 
Calcutta 17) 

4) In marathon Tunnmg, what is the 
positive split'? (Shashi Bhushan 
<!^lTin8ukia6) 

3) What is CAPES, as suggested by 
the National Tnformatic Centre of 
India? (Rakesh Varma, Calcutta 56) 
0 Whidi lady appeared 10 times or 
more on the cover of Time magazi¬ 
ne? (Tanusree Guha, SilfdW 1) 

7} What is deutheromania? (Sikan- 


dar Faraz, Calcutta 24) 

8) How did ttie film capital Holly¬ 
wood get its name? (Deepankar 
Hazarika,Jorhat) 

9) Wimbledon is known for its con¬ 
servative rules and spared no one 
found breaking thhem. litis year 
Goran Ivanisevic was fined mr 
what unusual reason? (Wasim Rah¬ 
man, Jt^hatl) 

10) At theatd of theCuIf War, Iraqi 
soldiers set hundreds of oil wells in 
Kuwait on fire. Many wells produc¬ 
ed black smoke but why dia cNdiers 

. producewhitesmd<e?(£hteSham . 
Ali, Duliajan) 


ANSWERS 


•aipjM 

sEMaifouis aq) fioaipippaSuoie 
. ia)eM JO aauasajd aqi 0} foi 

'MduvidUI ip9«Hl'9Soa 
XiBoiotsToaqj puaneiod ptpaH IQS 
-j»pK»ajri()p89[a&tv«oq|aiiB 
„pooMXnoH„ aureuaqj 


XTORM 'im'l UQ » 

-uvfuienbae oSeajqo e jo auioq rauj 
-urns aqt Xjiadcud dqj auteu 
O) pappap ajiM asoqM 'xoorm 
. jaar^ paitteu fsmotqqpioid ses 
-uV)! 8 Aq qau8J ax>e-ozi ^ F> asaqa 
-jnd aqt Of Xjofstq s); saaen q (g 

’aiop^jOajBjs 
leapf U8 acq SutApjs {eapeu^ aqi ^ 
•/tiejqu^AaHlW 
■suiex^ saauuas 1|AQ 
aqt aoj pasn aq Q) SI pue ppoM aqi 
ut'Ui^Xs qans iKig ^ Si ’suiexa 
uT ptfAio/uif sisco pie auip 
'»[ii^a^ed}oqs}aaq|Jtlo|S 
m 48qi inatsXs uin^ ssapadsd 
pap)8^ai^ndM»oani)^ II Is 

'puoaasa^mqijaisejunaSiuoqj ' 

-«i«naq) |0|i8q ¥Bi!}WRuai^9 . 

Xfiuaa^^ 


^tsarnspsof^vsxmtAm 

'mD 

.-{ig qt amp adjmims ^ p aoibagl 
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OOO DAZE! How many dogs do you Me In 
doliTWlhw«m 26 . Flndihom if you con. 


INapIc&im? Our artist 


THREE sum Invits a Msnd to sslsct throe ooiwacutiva 

nun*srs. Hava him or hsriotsi the numbers and divids by thisa. 
PriM, answer is the middla number. Qlva It a try. 


mmmm 

mmmm 


OFF THE WALL nCURINC 

Our bricklayer pal is stteraptinK 
to complete a wall that will tolw 
1992 m all directions. That is to say, 
across, down and diagonally. 

Eight consecutive numbm from 
498 through 505 are already in posi¬ 
tion, Eight more consecutive num¬ 
bers, from 491 through 498 (498 
appears twice), remain to be 
inserted. 

HHpful hint; Number 491 
belongs in one ot two vacant upper 
comers (including the bnck in his 
hand). 

Sec i( you can help the bricklayer 
complete his fonhaticm. 

oa •».» 'sar'w* ■»» ’u* 'ler 

UMU| (UlSU 0| IHI WUJr MOJ *<( M€>g 


A-FLUSI Beginning with let¬ 
ter A, Mow, add a letter in 
each step to form a new 
word, te-arranging letters as 
necessary. As shown, every 
other word has a letter A at 
its centre. 

Definitions: I. Report card 
grade (A, in place). 2. Alongsi- 
de. 3. Double-crosser. 4. Inter¬ 
est concern. 5. It beats ka 
you. 6. Dire warning. 7. Cri¬ 
tic's milieu. 


»*«M 1 *» $ »i«>| » IRH 'C IV T V I 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYE*? Hiate am at MW abi d War- 
■naas In ib e winQ daWto ttaaman top and bodom panala. Hoar 
qiiloldy can you and Plant? Chaok anpnaia watt Ptoao bitow. 

■jaiaiiis at am-Q Puiaaiui St uBlS'8'POMw SI 

iMiV>ataii|tuW««8X1uaiilia»RdNJTBu|iNWS||MltMRBt»«**«iaO 


THEN SCOT* I points ooch tor oil 
worda ot tour Mtors or moro 


Try to aatro at looal M paMa. 

*M|A *PQM MMiCmMI WMBm 

















































































































THE ADVENTURES OP LEOIONNAIRE BEAUPEEP 


















































T h^ came^ they 

flew,fiiey conque- 
led. This st^te* 
malt apUy' exem¬ 
plifies the imract ^ the 
mternaticmal Kitists at a rec¬ 
ent kite flying festival in 
Jodhpur as of the gold¬ 

en jubilee celebratio>nsof 
ITC-WeJcomgroup's 
Unlaid Bhavan Palace 
hotel. 

To commemorate the 
occasion, the Palace sere¬ 
naded the monsoon with 
music, song, dance and a 
unique kite flying festival. 

The show was meticu¬ 
lously organised by Bhanu 
Shah, the philosopher king 
of kites in India and direc¬ 
tor of the Kite Museum in 
Ahmedabad. An exhibi¬ 
tion of his vast collection of 
kites was mounted at the 
Palace foyer. 

At Shan's behest, some 
of the leading kite-makers. 


designers and afficionados { 
from all over assembled at | 
rugged, dusky, pictu* | 

reMueJodhpur. i 

The idtists were a motley j 
group,.,with faiicinati^ 
and varied interests. 'Ine 
lanky Geoi^ Peters of the 
US,who tikeShakespeare's. ^ 
Ca^ius has a lean and 
hungry look, was a sculp¬ 
tor wlm became a kite 
maker. He says he got hook¬ 
ed by kites as a grownup 
and now it's a mission in 
life. 

German Christian Schul- 
thels, a former carpenter, 
now designs hi-tew kites 
of polyster and Spinnaker 
JUb-stop nylon. His girl- 
frieitd, Susi Legenke, who 
assists him to fly, is a qualiti- 
ed hairdresser and 
beautician. 

From Montreal (Canada) 
there was the kite entrepre¬ 
neur, Robin Parent. He 





WES, 


ival recently which attnic$ed 
mher offoreighpartic^ftts 


sells 104)00 kites a year, pri¬ 
ces r^ut8;inK from $l5 to 
$300, en^yys nu« wor- 
ltersat$250per werit. Par¬ 
ent spends most of his rime 
travelling to different kite, 
festtvrfs, seardring for new 
design ideas. 


thevetersm ^ 

59-yeiu'-<dd Shakili 
Gtmn of Singapore who 
presetted Tac&f: philoso^ 
i^y on his kites. A retried 
graf*ii6t, he tedakite ikying 
Mps to improvecoresentra- 
tkm and n^ musdes, and 


ftom Japan, a fami^ of 
Idte ioverscame to Jodh¬ 
pur. Hfty-year-old Malsaki 
Moduli owns a restaur¬ 
ant in Tokyo and on the 

fourth floor of his business 
complex has set up a kite 

shop. His son-in-law, a trai¬ 
nee chartered accountant, 
and his daughter, an aero¬ 
bics instructor, are also 1 

avid kite ayers. . 

Malaysian Abdul Hakim 
Bin Ab Samad is an aircraft 
engineer with the Malaysi¬ 
an Airlines. Hedemonsriat- 

ed a variety of kites rai^g 

from the traditional to the 
modem and ultra creative. 


dremte universe. 

With a varied of designs 
and vivid colouDrs, riwfmte- 
ign kirists enritralled the 
enthusiastic andienoe of 
Jodhpur wilh riieir two- 
string, four-string and 
stunt kites. Thqr w«9* in bU 
ahapes: centipectes, dra¬ 
gons, a stuntman, riw 

I Superman of comics, the 
Batman of comics, butterl- 
lies and criher fasdnaring 
desigite. It waslUce a cho- 
reogra|4uc performance in 
the sky, a s^t to 
remetrarer. 

NovyKiqiadia 




R A S 


JIGGS K A L R A # 




net s pcnch 
ant for frit- 


remains 
unfettered 


cautionary from cardiolo¬ 
gists. Whether it is fried d/m 
sum from China, tempura 
fnim Japan, plain ol' fritters 
on either side of the Atlan¬ 
tic, or our pakora/himjia, 
they remain perennial 
favourites everywhere. 

The great difference bet¬ 
ween them and the work of 
Team Rasoi, Pushpesh 
Pant and Raminder Mal- 
hotra work with me con¬ 
stantly, is that we enjoy 
working with a combina¬ 
tion of flours and other 
ingredients. For example, 
for Chandrakaar Paneer, 
we used semolina with 
flour. This was done to pro¬ 
vide a crunch. On the other 
hand, for Talla jhinga, we 
used rice flour with besan or 
gramflour and, for gixxl 
measure, used eggs as well 
fusing the Chinese with 
Indian. Try the combina¬ 
tions. We found them 
exquisite! 

Chandrakaar 


INGRED1F.NTS 
16 roundels Paneer (2" 
diameter; 1/4" thick) 
Cooking oil to deep fry. 

The filling: 

60 g / 2 oz Button 

mushriKims 

n 0 g / 1 / 4 lb BnK'coli 

45 g / 1 1/2 oz Carrots 

1 Swtvt red peppt'r/red 

capsicum 

60 g / 2 oz Cheese 

(parmesan/cheddar) 


30 g / 1 oz Butter 
3 g / 11 /4 tsp Caraway or 
afimin seeds 

3 g / 1 tsp Black pepper 
(freshly ground) 

Salt 

The batten 

75 g / 21 /2 oz Flour- 
30 g / 1 oz Semolina 
Salt 

The gravy: 

500 g / 3 cups Tomatoes 
60 rnl / 1/4 cup Cooking oil 
5 g / 1 /Z" piece Ginger 

4 flakes Garlic 

8 Black peppercorns 
2 Bay leaves 
A few sprigs Dill 
1.5 g / I /2 tsp Kashmiri 
deght mirch or paprika 
0.75 g / 1 /4 tsp Clove 
powder 

0.75 g / l’/4 tsp Nutmeg 

powder 

Salt 

Serves; 4 

Preparation time: 1:30 
hours 

Cooking time: 45 minutes 

PREPARATION 
The paneen Halve the 
roundels and trim. 

The filling: Slice the 
earthy lower bit of the stal¬ 
ks of mushrooms, wash in 
running water to remove 
grit, drain, reserve in water 
and finely chop at the time 
of cooking. Remove stems, 
wash and cut broccoli into 
tiny florets. Peel, wash and 
cut carrots into the smallest 
possible dices. Remove 
stem, wash, quarter, dese¬ 
ed and cut red pepper/cap¬ 
sicum into the brunnoise 
(smallest possible dices). 

Melt butter in a frying 
pan, add mushrooms and 
carrots, stir over medium 
heat for 2-3 minutes, add 
brtxxoli and cook until dev¬ 


oid of moisture, add red 
pepper, stir for a few 
seconds, remove and cool. 
Put all the ingredients in a 
bowl, mix well and divide 
into 16 equal portions. 

The stuffing: Place half 
the paneer halves on a 
work surface, spread a por¬ 
tion of the filling evenly on 
top, cover with the remain¬ 
ing halves to make “sand¬ 
wiches" and keep aside. 

The batten Pick, wash 
and soak semolina. Sift 
flour and salt, add semoli¬ 
na and 45 ml /3 tbs of water 
and make a smooth batter. 

The gravy: Remt»ve eyes, 
wash and roughly chop 
tomatoes. Scrape, wa.sh 
and chop ginger. Peel and 
chop garlic. (Tlean and 
wash dill. 

Heat oil in a handi/pot, 
add ginger and garlic, 
saute over medium heat 
until light golden, add pep- 

Chandrakaar Paneer 


percorns and bay leaves, 
stir for a few seconds, add 
tomatoes, stir, cover and 
cook, stirring occasionally, 
until ma.shed. Then add 1 
litre / 41 /4 cups of water 
and dill, bring to a boil, 
reduce to low heat, cover 
and simmer, stirring occa¬ 
sionally, until reduced by 
3/4ths. Remove and force 
through a fine mesh soup 
strainer into a saucepan. 
Return gravy to heat, add 
Kashmiri deghi mirch, clove 
powder and salt, stir, redu¬ 
ce to low heat and simmer 
until of sauce consistency. 
Now add nutmeg, stir, 
remove, adjust the season¬ 
ing and keep warm. 

aTCXlNG 

FIcat oil in a kadhai, dip 
the paneer “sandwiches" 
in the batter and deep fry 
over medium heat until 
golden. Remove to absorb- 











ent paper to drain the 
excess fat. 

TO SERVE 
Make 4 beds of equal 
quantities of gravy on each 
of four individual plates, 
arrange a fried sandwich 
on each and serve as|k 
starter. 

TjUIAWGAAAM 

POHUTNEY 

INGREDIENTS 

16 Prawns (large) 

Cooking oil to deep fry 
prawns 

The marination; 

100 g / 3 oz Yoghurt cheese 
30 ml / 2 tbs Cream 
30 ml / 2 tbs Lemon juice 
10 g / 1 3/4 tsp Garlic paste 
(strained) 

10 g / 13/4 tsp Ginger 
paste (strained) 

3 g / 1 tsp Yellow chilli 

powder 

Salt 

The batten 

75 g / 3/4 cup Riceflour 
30g /1 ozGramflour 
2 Eggs 

2 Green chillies 
2 g /1 tsp Ajwaiti 



Talla Jhinga Aam Ki Chutney 

1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp Green 
cardamom powder 
Salt 

The chutney: 

4 Mangoes 

250 g / 1 cup Yoghurt 

cheese (hung yoghurt) 

Salt 

60 ml /1/4 cup 
Pomegranate juice 
60 ml / 1 /4 cup Cream 
20 ml / 4 tsp Olive/salad oil 

Serves: 4 

Preparation time; 1:15 
hours 

Cooking time: 4-5 minutes 
per set 

PREPARATION 
The prawns: Shell, but 
retain the tails, wash and 
pat dry. Using a sharp 
knife, devein, make .small 
incisions along the canal of 
the vein and carefully 
spread the meat to make it 
a little flatter to enable even 
cooking. Skewer the 


prawns from tail to head on 
4-in. wcH>den skewers and 
keep aside. 

The marination; Whisk 
yoghurt cheese in a bowl, 
add the remaining ingre¬ 
dients, mix well, evenly 
rub the prawns with this 
marinade and reserve for 
30 minutes. 

The batter: Remove 
stems, wash, slit, deseed 
and finely chop green chil¬ 
lies. Beat the eggs. Sift the 
two flours in a fcwl, add 
the remaining ingredients 
and 60 ml / 1 /4 cup of 
water and make a smooth 
batter. 

The chutney: Peel 
mangoes, remove the pulp, 
put in a blender and make a 
puree (use canned 
mangoes when not in 
.season). 

Whisk yoghurt cheese in 
a bowl, add mango puree 
and salt, mix well. Then stir- 
in pomegranate juice, fol¬ 
lowed by cream. Finally, 


add oil in a steady trickle, 
whisking until fully 
incorporated. 

CCXIKING 
Heat oil in a kadhai over 
medium heat, add a few 
drops of the batter, as .soon 
as the batter droplets come 
to the surface, dip the ske¬ 
wered prawns in the batter 
and deep fry until light 
golden. Remove to absorb¬ 
ent paper to drain the 
excess fat and then remove 
the skewers. 

TO SERVE 
Demould a savarin 
mould of steamed rice on a 
platter, pour the chutney in 
the middle, arrange the 

E ra wns and serve with 
;mon wedges, salad vege¬ 
tables and a garnish of 
parsley. 

NOTE: All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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MlLIND SOMAN shoulders an end&iring status on the eoufitty's catwalk. Hdving mo^Uedpr 
Kachins, Double Butt, Vimal and others, he is edstty the best brawn on two feet, tven xmth air^igns for 
Power Shoes and Visa Card slated forrelease, heismt witling to let his ambition run dry, but hasconcentra- 
ted on opening and running India's first comprehensive modelling school. 

Ty^hatia your idea of perfect What to your moat predotia 

VV happiness? possession? 

Good health and a bad memory. My peaceof mind. 

What to your greatest fear? What ob jecto do you always cany? 

I forget how to love. Good humour. 

Who or what has been the greatest What makes you most depressed? 

influence in your life? Cruelty to animals. 

My mother. What do you most dislike on your 

What do you dislike most in others? appearance? 

Insecurity. My height. I wish I was at least 

What do 3rou dislike most in yourself? threeK]uarters of an inch taller. 

Laziness. What is your favourite word? 




VVhal is your 
Ktvou rite 
journey^ 

i!<> on ''i.'lf. 1 >n- 
ripr'. ri '. A.w 


I 


!\i likr’ inniu'rt.ii 
\ (uith bill il 1 ha\'t' to 
bkv liu’u I'J like to 
(I't'l rn\ iile y( 

! \\KV‘!uk but i'lw ury 




Sweet. 

What is your favourite journey? 

Into myself. One trip every day. 
What is your favourite dream? 

A waking dream would be where I 
have my own forest and I am as close 
to nature as possible. 

What is your nightmare? 

I might not be able to do anything 
before it is too late. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

Music. All kinds of nice folk music 
and dance, preferably tribal. 

What is your source of sustenance? 
My sustenance. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

I never lie. Sometimes, I hide things 
but I don't lie. 

What is yoiur greatest regret? 

I don't have any. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

My life is one big happy moment. 
What brings tears to your eyes? 

Strength of character. 

How do you,relax? 

i sleep, 1 listen to music, I dance...it 
depemis on my mood. 

What do you envy most in others? 

I envy their drive and ambition, 
their wanting to do things. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

I wouldn't like to be remembered. 

' How would you like to die? 

I'd like immortal youth, but if I have 
todie, then I'd like to feel life 
going. Peaceful, but aware. 
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Khusft want Singh and ShobhaDe: VHP and LF 


Making Music 
Together 

■ It is ridiculous to com* 
pare Shobha De (Inde¬ 
pendent De*) wi^ Khu^- 
want Singh ('M^ter 
Than His Sword', August 
15). 

De is vulgar and cheap 
in her approach. Singh is 
polished, tender and 
witty. He has given a new 
dimension to sex, he 
makes people love sex 
and not shy away from it. 

Moreover, Singh has 
equal command over 
diverse fields like politics, 
religion and poetry. Of 
course, they may be on 
the same wavelength 
when they write about 
sex, but while De is LF 
(Low Frequency), Singh 
certainly is VHF (Very 
High Frequency). 

Oiw can only laugh at 
De when she says Singh 
lacks experience. What 
sort of experience is she 
talking about? 

Deepak Kumar Das 
Adhikttty, 

Calcutta 

■ The certain liaison bet¬ 
ween Khushwant Singh 
and Shobha De will sure¬ 
ly usher India sexually 
into the 21st century. 

When the queen of 


sleaze and high priest of 
sex combine, only an 
orgasmic revolution can 
talw place. 

India needs these 
masters to help her shed 
social inhibitions and 
overcome conservative 
boundaries. 

Shabina Omar, 

Calcutta 

B In order to makeit poss¬ 
ible for the middleclass 
readers to know what 
Singh and De wish to say 
about Indian middlecla^ 
sexuality, I suggest you 
publish one story p^ 
month from their book, 
Uiuxrtain Liaisons: Love 
and Sex in Urban India. 

It would also be great if 


Singh and De could team 
up to do a sex scene in a 
Mahesh Bhatt film. It 
would be a real thriller, 
something that could 
teach Pooja Bedi and 
Pooja Bhatt a thing or two. 
TatmeerSin^ 'Milty', 
Calcutta 

■ WhatevCT may be the 
content of their writings, 
both the journalist- 
turned-writers are highly 
readable. 

During his editorship 
with The Illustrated WeMy 
of India, Singh had taught 
his readers how to enpy 
sex without even physiod 
intimacy: all one needed 
todo was read his column! 


As for Dtv she has suc¬ 
cessfully 'inherited' 

Singh. 

Samir Maiumdar, 

Nadia (W.B.) 

What’s That? 

■ We wish to register our 
shock and protest agaiirst 
Movin Miranda's letter 
published in Quiz 
(August 29). It appears to 
be a deliberate attempt to 
malign the oldest and big ■ 
gest mter-School Cultural 
Fest in Calcutta, the Hindi 
High School (HHS) Odys¬ 
sey, and we take strong 
exception to his attitude. 

Miranda's claim that he 
was invited teactas quiz¬ 
master in Odyssey '93 
and was later dumped 
unceremoniously with¬ 
out being informed or 
paid, b pure fabrication, 
it is, and always has been, 
the rigorous practice of j 

Ody^y to Issue official 
invitations to each judge, 
annpere attd moderator I 
of every event, and have 
his/her written consent. I 
had only a preiiminaiy 
discussion regarding the 
Odyssey quiz with Miran¬ 
da and his serving as the 
QM was never confirmed. 
P.KSen, 

Coordinator and teacher- 
in-charge, HHS Odyssey, 
Calcutta 
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f ITS TRAVEL time again, folks! From the zing of 
p Zanskar to the lost paradise in Goa t«i the danger- 
1 ous romance ol Nick Danziger's incognito trail 
through Asia's frontiers of fear, sit back and take a 
trip. Through imagination, if nothing else. 
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THE ZANSKAR ZING 

You ’vegot to he tougher than normal if you uxint real adventure, BUlAitken 


F abuloasly sited monasteries, 
death-<]efymg rope bridges, 
the thrill of discovering on the 
ground the nest of a homed 
lark or a clump of blue poppies, the 
astonishment of looking up and see¬ 
ing the impossible cavortings of a fleet 
of ibex zooming up the side ot a 
canyon wall, the soud of jingling pon¬ 
ies ridden by maroon-robed 
y^nskaris... 

Whichever way you go to the enclos¬ 
ed province of Zanskar, be prepared 
for a tough approach. You've got to be 
fairly fit to enjoy the challenges this 
trail throws up, and while the average 
acclimatised trekker should have no 
pnjblem (apart from losing so much 
weight it's difficult to keep your 
trousers up at the end of it), remember 
the basic rule for any confrontation 
with the Himalayas is—don't under¬ 
estimate the Great Range if you want 
to come back alive. 

The Zanskar trail for all practical 
purposes is akin to hiking to the roof 
of the world. Fortunately the exquisite 
beauty of the terrain zaps your con¬ 
sciousness and, as with a sleepwalker, 
inner reserves of energy see your flagg¬ 
ing feet over some truly terrifying ter¬ 
rain. One false step from fatigue may 
be your last. 

The nicest thing about Zanskar is 
the fact that one stops and chats with 
every person one meets on the trail 
becau.se they arc so few and far bet¬ 
ween. The truth is this terrain is hostile 
to all but survivors. If you can claw 
your way in to Zanskar you have earn¬ 
ed every whiff of the Shangri-La fresh¬ 
ness Its craggy culture provides. 

My first attempt by motorbike from 
Kargil came apart— literally, when 
bits of the )awa began to fall off on 
account of the appalling road. Nowa¬ 
days a bus hammers its way past the 
sptHrtacular hanging glaciers at Par- 
luchik to gnnd a passage over the 
Pensi l.a, leaving the Muslim Sum Val¬ 
ley for Buddhist realms, announced 
by the dramatic spill ot the uncoiling 
Dumng Dumhg glacier. (This journey 
has oftm been likened to a day in a 
washing machine.) 


The normal route into Zanskar 
starts at Darcha, some 40 kms beyond 
Keylong on the motor road from 
Manali (130 kms via the Rohtang jot). 
From Darcha (a tented colony) you 
can hire a horse and the journey over 
the Shingo La to Padum will take a 
week to lOdays. In the old days they 
did it in half the time, but the pony 
men now cannily spin out the days on 
the trial to earn more. Many of the 
pony men fix their deals in Manali, 
and the customer travels to Darcha by 
bus or jeep to join his convoy. The bus, 
by the way, is stuffed to bursting point 
and would easily win a place in the 
Guinness Book record for maximum 
number bodies per square foot—pro¬ 
vided anyone could count them with¬ 
out fainting from the squeeze. 

I turned up at Darcha with hardly 
any provisions except potatoes and 
found myself sucked in as third man 
to a French couple who wanted to go 
to Zanskar by the long way round— 
appropriately enough, via a camp-site 
named Zing-Zing Bar. 1 didn't have a 
tent and was apprehensive about the 
extra week on the trail, but in the event 
I just squeaked through. 

While camping in the open near the 
crest of the Himalayas, a violent dark 
blue storm brewed up, but veered off 
at the last moment to leave instead a 
resounding rainbow, a most memora¬ 
ble reprieve. If bad weatlier at 15,000 
feet had set in over our heads we 
would have been fighting for our lives 
by morning. 

Tlie greatest memory from the trek 
was the bliss of sleeping out in the 
open, penned in by a few large stones 
the pony men collect to keep out the 
worst of the wind. Once over the high 
passes and well down the L,unak Val¬ 
ley into Zanskar, I had nightly beds of 
lush, wild geraniums to cushion my 
sleep, probably the most poetic of cou¬ 
ches and certainly the most fragrant as 
they were ruffled by the gentle breeze. 
Another pleasing discovery was to 
find the wild pink rose lining our tenta¬ 
tive trails along the brink of Zanskar's 
gloomy, grey, silt rivers. 

Worse than the dehydration and the 


burnt-nose syndrome of the hiker, 
these fiercely fast streams have to be 
forded any number of times in a day. 
You cannot see where you tread and 
the swirling waters are unbelievable 
cold. With its propensity to mesmerise 
by numbing, I called the presiding 
river of our trek not Lingti Chu but 
Lethe. 

Be very careful of these lethal rivers 
and never enter one without a compan- 



ion—preferably at the end of an 
anchoi^ rope. To avoid the rush you 
have to strike camp early when the 
flowissaUlrozen. 

It is recommended you hire Zanska- 
ri guides and avail of the special breed 
of local pony. These animals are not 
the easiest to load, but in a tight comer 
such as a river crossing they perform 
magnificently. The other bonus of the 
local guide is that you can stay in their 
houses and see something of the harsh 
but warmly cheerful way of life endur¬ 
ed by the villagers. 

One of our pony men stood in as a 
substitute when we lost one of our 
three horses crossing the Bara Lacha 
La. In July the cornices are huge and 
treacherous and the horse fell through 
the land dead on the motor road being 
excavated by a snow-plough below. 
My French companions hoped to go in 
over the highest pass, the Phirste La, 


but got cold feet after the accident. 
Instead we took the low^ and less 
used pass theSarichen La. 

A s we approached the meadow of 
Chumik Marpho (scene of the 
rainbow) we noted dozens of wheel¬ 
ing snow pigeons attacking a piled-up 
cache of barley. The grain was stored 
in goat's saddle bags and the shepher¬ 
ds from Rupshu had left them here to 
indicate our pass was not yet open. 
However, our pony men were from 
the first Zianskari village of Kargyak 
and knew of a way round the huge cor¬ 
nice that sealed in the hidden province. 

When the horses could climb no 
higher in the wet snow, the loads were 
man-handled and stashed against col¬ 
lection the next day by a yak from the 
village. They descended by a circuit¬ 
ous route while we trekkers, led by the 
Frenchman (who turned out to be an 
accomplished Alpinist).did a diretissi- 


ma glissade down the Sarichan's steep 
snow face. We carried sleeping bags 
and essential items and had to reach 
Karyak—some two days march 
away—in the five hours of remaining 
daylight. 

We barely did it in what turned out 
to be an Gurdjieffian super effort. 
Exhausted by the innumerable river 
crossings as we fought our way own a 
narrow canyon, our French lady mem¬ 
ber was nearly out on her feet. Luckily 
our horses caught up with us and she 
rode bareback to fininsh the course. 
Stumbling at last out of the gorge in 
the darkness, we managed to grope 
our way to the first house in the village 
and crashed out in front of the dining 
nwm stove. The family gathered 
round it did not bat an eyelid. Appa¬ 
rently this was how all arrivals from 
the other side of the Himalayas 
announce their arrival in Zanskar' 

Salted butter tea was churned in our 
honour, but my stomach was already 
churned enough. For most of the way I 
survived on roasted potatoes with 
plenty of salt and glucose water. Tlie 
pony men ate permutations of tsampa, 
but sugar in one's tea is considered a 
great luxury in Zanskar. (If you don't 
take your own, you won't find any.) 

Nearer to Padum, a few tea-shops 
offer accommodation to trekkers, but 
aU that meant was floor space. Some 
energetic foreign trekkers share a pack- 
horse to Kargyak then back-pack the 
rest of the way to Padum. It is vital 
especially late in the seastm (the pas¬ 
ses are open in July, August and Sep¬ 
tember) to read the weather signs over 
the Shingo La carefully. Storms on the 
crest of the Himalayas can wipe out an 
inexperienced party and this is why it 
pays to invest in a Iwal guide. 

You can try other, harder passes bet¬ 
ween Lahaul and 2^nskar and one of 
the most rewarding is the Umasi La 
which connects with Kishtwar. Ahead 
of Padum there are no shortage of pas¬ 
ses by whichever route you choose to 
trek to Leh. 

Most of the trekkers I found were 
French and they all felt the Zanskar 
experience gave them their money's 
worth in adrenalin for the body and 
cultural stimulus for the soul. 'The 
couple I went in with had originally 
planned to do another six high passes 
to emerge on the motor road of 
Lamayuru. But on reaching the tiny 
settlement of Padum they both called 
it a day fi'om a sense of fulfilment. 

We were all pleasantly pooped and 
the trail had yielded as much magic as 
we could cope with. 

(Sanctuary Features) 







G o to Goa before it 
explodes with 
tourists. Very 
soon, Goa may 
not be its serene, beautiful 
self as the government pur¬ 
sues its no-holds-barred 
tourism promotion dnve. 

Goa beckons with its 
come-hither beaches, 
where sea, sand and sky 
harmonise to form one of 
the most attractive sights in 
all of India. For the city- 
dweller on the lookout for 
leisure and relaxation, Goa 
is the ultimate destination. 


One can spend hours sitt¬ 
ing under the shade of a 
palm tree on oneof theseve- 
ral beaches of Goa, simply 
gazing at the Arabian 
or reading a book and drin¬ 
king the famous Goan wine. 

It is impossible to get tir¬ 
ed of the sea, bu t if your par¬ 
tner does not work and is 
not exactly looking for¬ 
ward to a quiet holiday, 
here are other simple plea¬ 
sures he or she may partake 
of. 

A stroll in the Goan villa¬ 
ges can be a very romantic 


experience, where one 
encounters scenes which 
one thought had long since 
been confined to picture 
books and calendars. A 
small group of people hud¬ 
dled together, buying fish. 
Women dressed in saris, a 
la Maharashtra, walking 
jauntily towards the fish 
market with their catch in 
lovely straw baskets. Or, a 
group of men waiting at the 
beach for the tide to recede 
before they pull in their net 
and take a look at the 
reward for their patience. 


Goa also offers attrac¬ 
tions for the satisfaction of 
the traditional tourist keen 
on sight seeing. Old Goa is 
famous for its churches, 
which were built by the 
Portuguese who ruled the 
territory for 451 years. 

There is the famous 16th 
century Basilica of Bom 
Jesus, where the mortal 
remains of St Francis 
Xavier are kept in a casket. 
Once a year this casket is 
brought down for public 
viewing in December, 
when the religious-minded 
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? famous Goan wine, there is there isn't all that easy. It is advised to know that ^ 

I excelloit sea food, cooked a different matter if you are Goai« (who detest bang 

I both in Portuguese and rich and can afford to fly called Goanese) resent 

f * Konkanese style. The for- (the economy ticket from tourists. 

mer is recommended if you Bombay to Goa costs That is primarily due to 

can't stand spicy food. around Rs 1,200), but if you the fact that most tourists 

There are several beautiful are a middle-income travel- are not seen to be exactly 

restaurants all over Goa. ler you have to undertake a respectful of their culture. 

Among the two that are 16-hour bus journey from "Many tourists," a Goan 

simply the best are Goan Bombay which costs woman explained, "conie 

Crazy in Panaji, where a around Rs 400 and begins here hoping to see bikini- 

live band plays every even- around 4 pm and ends ear- clad or even topiras woin- 

ing during the tourist sea- ly next morning. en and have little idea that 

son from S^tember to Apart from me five star we are a conservative 

February, and Cajurina, a hoteb that are mushroom- society. They even equate 
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of the world gather in Goa. 

December in Goa is also 
famous for its carnival 
when Goan dances can be 
enjoyed. But if you happen 
to go at any other time of 
the year, you may yet be 
able to catch a glimpse of 
this cultural delight in the 
ferries which take you 
round on the Mandovi 





River from the capital city 
of Panjim. All the famous 
Goan dances are perform¬ 
ed in these ferries. 

There is much for the 
palate, too. Apart from the 


little outside of Panaji. Caju¬ 
rina even offers to cook 
fresh water fish for the 
Bengali visitors! 

Though Goa is such an 
inviting place, reaching 


ing in Goa, there are a num¬ 
ber of cheaper options avai¬ 
lable in the form of cottages 
where a single bed can cost 
as little as Rs 50. Those tra¬ 
velling Goa would be well 


skirts with a lack of 
morality." 

So, if you are going to 
Goa. make sure you try to 
change their opinion of 
tourists! ■ 
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range that's functionally perfect. 
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only in a hut lent to a Portugum priest lor the 
Sunday mass by a ^ous Indian lady, M» 
McHan/ThishtmblepiacyiceooatijnuedjtiU 
1822 when Joseph Barreltooffered to , 
ccmstruct a diapd at bis own expense. 
government provided hun a plot ^ land for 

coBUnandani of dw artSlery neglinelit felt 
that the Teginjient should also ratae 6mds ior 
the puipose, VWdi his own contributlan of Ss 
ICX), the teteiintotmtreaiteed from the 
soldiers (i^utlin^Profectonts) was o^ Rs 
3,0(X), TheCafiuiks crfCa3cu^tsi^|& 

11 ^. y. . 

The sfeM ViMilald In 

182ataprei ' >- - ■ 

andhisief^: 


iTTiKiiT 


Wasc6n^eted,a]td\ifect C^loss decamj^ 
with aainsiderable part of the funds, 
^ertfuaOy it was con^lfted after f^nds were 
r«ds^ agaihin Cakiitta. the dtape] was 
<x!ms«arated>on Cpcxl friday fe 1823 
dedicafed to St Patrick. Rev. Misquita was , 

am>ornted ibnrstchjaplain. 

' . .Ih fhqseda 3 ^,tlw Barrette Brothm,L,uis 
Josej:^ of the Barretto & Co., w^e 
jeenowned dturch buildefrs. In addition to the 
StPatrtclf’s C^iuxh (sketch^ h^ 

Man^ Pl^ei^Rpad, 
they reconstructed the Portugese Churdi 
intod'Roman Catholic Cadvrarai. St John's 
Church (nexttoSoaldah Station) and the 
Church of Santa Madrede Deus at Ssan^te 
wereaisdbuiHtw theBarrettos who are 
oommemorat^ oy the Barretto Lanein 
CEdcutta, }ose(4i died in Calcutta on 
-’S^t«nbv2S, 182$. Atablet in his memoiy is 
^.'pw^att^ grand 
(.C«id^{|i^Catli^at.' ' . 
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Nick Danziger unites here about Quetta, an exciting part of his 18-month 
journey 'heyxjndforbidden frontiers ’ in Asia, travelling in disguise as an 
itinerant Muslim, andjourneying on foot and by traditional local transport. An 
extract from his brilliantly dangerous b<x)k, Danziger’s Travels 


W c were taken to the dis¬ 
mal town of Chaman on 
a lorry. Once there, 

Abdul Rahman contact¬ 
ed the local Jamiat office and they 
managed to hire a bus to take all sixty 
of us to Quetta. I felt a vague sense ot 
anticlimax. Now that the danger was 
over, the mind and the body were— 
against all reason—disappointed. 

But despite this I still felt Keyed up. 

The bus was the most ornately deco¬ 
rated I had come across. Every square 
inch of wall panelling, includmg the 
floor, was covered in bright, luminous 
designs—arab^uesand floral pat¬ 
terns. Mauve, pink and yellow felt 
flowers adorned the dashboard, and 
there were ipictures of mosques, land ■ 
scapes, and a portrait of the driver. 
The original sat in state on a bench, 
rather tnan a mere driver's seal. The 
fact that the bus was a Bedford made 
the vehicle even more incongruous. It 
was hot and most of my companions 
elected to ride on the roof. This suited 
the driver fine, because although the 
bus was rented by us cxclusivdy, he 
was not ab<iut to refuse other paying 
passengers who wanted to miikc the 
same journey. Indeed, he stopped at 
every village and blew his horn in the 
hope of drumming up further custom. 

The landscape wc passed through 
could have been an Afghan one; the 
barren hills, the parched and dusty 
land, aivd the dry river beds were the 
same. Only, here, the roadsides were 
littered not with war debris or the 
black tents of the Afghan nomads, but 
with the white tents of relief agencies, 
and those donated by The Govern¬ 
ment of Saudi Arabia'—as they pro¬ 
claimed in bold, stencilled letters. The 
tents housed the three million 
refugees from Afghanistan and their 
livestock. Some way along the road to 
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Quetta we encountered our first check¬ 
point. Even thou^ I had entered the 
country illegally iwas not unduly wor¬ 
ried, for unlike Iran the mujah&ieen 
have free access here. 1 was, however, 
concerned about what would happen 


if the officials discovered my bags. 
They climbed aboard and nosea 
around, but luckily they didn't search 
the roof, where my bags were. Further 
down the road we were stopped by 
traffic police, decked out for all the 
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The bus as art! 






wwld like the kind of US Highway 
Patrol cops you see on television— 
right down to the sunglasses. They 
were going to give us a ticket for carry¬ 
ing too many people on the roof, but as 
soon as they realised that we were 
mujahedcen they waved us on with a 
raised-fist g«?sture of solidarity. It was 
obvious that Afghan freedom fighters 
enjoyed a good deal of kudos here. 

The bus dropped us on the outskirts 
of Quetta and we marched tlirough 
the streets feeling like henws, enjoying 
the admiring glances of the towns- 
ptople as they made way for us. The 
thoughts at the forefront of my mind 
concerned the best hotel in town. I 
could, I felt, afford it, since in the 
whole of mv two months in Afgha¬ 
nistan I hacf .spent only £8 I fondly ima¬ 
gined finding a Hilton or a Marriott, 
and then spending two hours in the 
shower, followed by an afternoon 
lounging about the comfortable, 
neutral Ic>bby, listening to muzak. An 
orgy of western familiarity. 1 thought 
of such untold luxuries as sheets, 
chairs and cutlery. 

1 spent some time unwinding, and 
exploring Quetta. The town has all the 
appearance of an old, colonial, tropi- 
calcity, with bustling,colourful 
streets, brightly painted trucks and 



buses, horses, donkeys, camels and 
scooters—all overflowing in a non¬ 
stop cacophony amongst the low, 
pastel-coloured buildings. Over it all a 
lazy sense of peace, and a sweltering 


heat that lulled one into a languid 
slothful torpor. However, time has not 
stopped here, as in Afghanistan. Most 
of tne women went about unveiled, 
and those who didn't were probably 
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Afghan refugees. The presence of the 
refugees fthere are Iranians here too, 
who^ve come across the deserts of 
Baluchistan to escape the Ayatollah's 
yoke) has caused a good deal of fric¬ 
tion in Quetta. For example, the price 
of property has risen faster than any 
where else in Pakistan, and IckmIs find 
themselves unable to compete in the 
property market with rich Afghans. 

At the other end of the spectrum, there 
are the cnpples and the war- 
wounded. Hir these victims treatment 
is many days away, and most have 
made the journey from Afghanistan 
under punishing condition.s. The mira¬ 
cle is that any survive it, but help in 
Quetta consists of only two surgeons 
and an anaesthetist at the Red Cross 
Hospital who cannot cope with the 
flood. The head of the mission, Rudi 
Durer, told me that he'd seen cases of 
pwple who had travelled for days 
with an arm shot away and the wound 
wholly untreated. In neu of bandages, 
a dead bird is tied across the stump of 
the limb to staunch the wound. 

Four mujahedeen that I had met in 
Quetta were planning to travel by 
train to Peshawar, and as that was in 
my direction 1 decided to accompany 
them, but they returned from the sta¬ 
tion with the disappointing news that 
no seats were available. 1 thought this 
highly unlikely as there were mways 
several wagons allocated to unreserv¬ 
ed seats. B^ause of the refugee pro¬ 
blem, the hero-worship of the mujahe¬ 
deen tempered in some quarters by 
an animosity towards Afg^ns in 
general. Certainly that was why I'd 
got such a hostile reception at my first 
Hotel. I decided to investigate and ^ 


explore the station. 

itwasahiveof 
activity, but immacu¬ 
lately dean, with 
railway attendants 
of every description 
dressed in gleam¬ 
ing white jackets 
with brass buttons. 
These people, 

I tho^ht, can't be all 
bad. There were 
two hours to go 
before the train to 
Peshawar was due 
to depart, but the 
train was already at 
the platform, and 
burrang with pas- 
- sengers. It was a 
delightful little train, 
painted cream and 
green, and made of 
wood. It was like an 
Alpine train from 
a picture-book, or 
at least it would 
have been were it 
not for the swarm¬ 
ing mass of humanity inside it—on 
.scats, in aisles, and even in luggage 
racks. The only carriages which still 
appeared to have seats available were 
those reserved for women only, and 
the front and rear ones, which were for 
our escort of armed policemen—a 
facility 1 have not seen before or since 
provided by a railways board. 

Fortunately the first-class corridors 
were more spacious than the second- 
class ones, and so there was room for 
us to spread our patous on the floor 
and lie down—which was far more 
comfort than we deserved. For most of 
the first part of the journey, the view 
reminds me of the barren mountains 
of Afghanistan, punctuated by small 
oasis settlements. Unlike Iran, the 
train didn't stop at prayer times. 
Instead, the faithful swivelled round 
in their seats in the general direction of 
Mecca and conducted the rite from 
there. 

D^ite the crush, 1 enjoyed the jour¬ 
ney. Tne Pakistan railway still retains 
its original character, with stations 
that have hardly changed over the 
years, and are beautifully l^t. The 
railway is probably as emcient as it 
e’ver was under the British, the only 
drawback perhaps being for hawkers, 
who find it difficult to make their way 
up and down the carriages selling 
their wares because of tKe press of 
people. Some hawkers have found a _ 
solution to this: they cling to the outsi¬ 
de of the train and sell through the 
windows. 

Most of the passengers had brought 
their own food, and Were generous m 
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sharing it with others around them, 
but you could also buy dinner from 
people on the platforms of stations 
where the train stopped. For a few 
rupees a large tray containing several 
courses was passed through the win¬ 
dow. When you had finished, you 
ave your tray up to someone on ano 

■ E 




jy where, the railway attendants had 
on their spotless white jackets with tht 
brass buttons. 

The train travelled south-east to 
Sukkur, then north-east by way of Mul¬ 
tan to Lahore, and finally north-west 
to l^walpindi. Because of ail this 
meandering 1 had an opportunity to 
see how diverse the nation is, with dif 


ferent races speaking different langua¬ 
ges boarding the tram from time to 
ume as we passed through widely 
varying ge^aphical landscapes, 
from tiw arid deserts of Baluchistan to 
the tropical Punjab. And however 
built-up a town had become, it never 
seemea to have lost its rural roots. 
Even in Lahore I kept seeing the mas¬ 
sive, beautiful and entirely ubiquitous 
water buffalo—either wallowing in 
mud or deliciously submerged up to 
the nostrils in sluggish water. 

The train aU but emptied in Lahore, 
but the fact that only a handful of pas¬ 
sengers on board thereafter, stretoi- 
ingluxuriously in the unaccustomed 
space, didn't deter the dozens of mobi¬ 
le kiosks, and the hawkers Of samosas, 
ice-creams, soft drinks, apples and 
bananas, from descending upon us. 

Finally 1 fell into a sluinner so pro¬ 
found that 1 do not know when we left 
Rawalpindi. 1 awoke to the train chug¬ 
ging through fantastic scenery: high, 
ragged, tree-covered hills showing off 
every shade of brilliant green under 
the sun. We crossed streams and 
rivers, brown and silt-laden finally 
reaching the muddy expanse of the 
Kabul fSver which churned and tum¬ 
bled like rippling muscle between its 
banks. 

We had reached the North-West 
Frontier ftovincc. ■ 
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March 21—April 20 

The softness at the core 
of things will have to be 
savour^ as well as 
experienced, because 
the first quarter of the 
moon fails in your slot 
of journeys and ca^moics, ESP and 
intuition. Other salient points are 
research, information explosion, 
camaraderie and marriage. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 


a 


Volcanic passion and 
sweet reasonableness 
will be equally 
manifested in 
Taurcan.s, due to the 
position of the sun and 
the Mars. I^)eeds and documents— 
instruments of negotiation—will be 
signed. You are in for takeovers now, you 
might even take over a company. 

Gemini 

May 21 • June 20 






You will score over 
your rivals, be it in the 
field of sports, 
romance, deals, 
bargains or games of 
chance. September 2f) 
and 27 show the wav, so be alert for any 
opportunity that knocks on your door. 
Clinch deals, take decisions, venture 
forth, throw a party and be sociable 

Cancer 

June 21 --July 20 

' ly' s ■ *-«| You will not be 

1 ■ boringly conventional, 

but sli^itly crazy as the 
m.igic of life will touch 
you and make you 
romantic, wildly 
adventurous and exceptionally 
communicative, thanks to Mercury's fine 
placing. Home, property, land and 
decoration have added importance now. 


26: Mocm trines the si 
M rjghtdecisions and then act on Us 
adtimtcmient and haj^oiness. 




Leo 

July 21—August 21 

You are neither 
unpleasant nor foolish 
and your imagination 
will soar as never 
before, and you may 
mouth sweet nothings 
to your beloved as the sun is placed in 
your angle of creativity. Journey, 
ceremony, contacts and contracts 
complete the picture for Leons. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

The extra edge of 
compietition helps you 
to hit targets and 
achieve goals. A 
domestic reshuffle is on 
the cards and that could 
lead to a spate of buying and selling. You 
will entertain in style, be invited to 
pai ties and, therefore, have a hectic time. 
Health safeguards are essential. 

Libra 

.September 2.'5—October 22 

You could ski to the 
ou ter limits of 

jft I perfection as both 

Jupiter and the sun 
m ^ work like Trojans for 

you. Marriage for the 
tancyf ree, widowers and dowagers. 

Legal issues can crop up. but th^ will be 
re.solved given skill and patience. Your 
confidence will be tremendous. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

Play with a bigger heart 
. and the game will be 

yours. Work hard and 
expect good results 
, ’ ■ between October 21 

.cr. and November 21, and 

that should do a lot to cheer you up. 
Marriage, business alliance’s, new 
openings in your work and better family 
ties are foretold as definite possibilities. 



Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

The moon's fet 
quarter in your sign 
will help you to outwit 
your rivals. You will 
excel in romance, 
designing, modelling, 
research and invention, acting and 
direction, financing and leasing, and 
building and construction. Therefore, be 
on the lookout for new opportunities. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

' You will certainly plan 

V an attack into enemy 
. IH V territory and the enemy 
likewise into 
yours! Leani to niai shal 
BTtSlS Sj your forces and 
resources. Changes on the professional 
and personal'levels are bound to 
continue. Ultimately these will leave you 
free and happy. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

There will definitely be 
a turn for the better. 
There will be hassles, 
vexahuns and hazards, 
but all that are part of 
the priH'ess. Gains, 
contacts, merriment, socialising, legacy, 
funds, buying and selling are the salient 
features this week as well the in October. 
A possibility ot moving house. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

A slight danger of theft 
and ill-health should 
put you on your guard. 
Speculation, planning 
for loans and funds, 
buying and .selling will 
be very important. Your in«x>ds wifi 
nosedive and soar sky-high with 
bewildering frequency. Your spiritual 
impulses will be genuine and mighty. 
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All ami'al and defvirture times arefor Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


1015; Arr. (1, Z 3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at IMO; Ait. (4): BG-095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chiltuong: Dep. (6): 
1C-22S at 1230; (4); BC-^ 

at 0835; Dep. (7): BG-698 at 1525. 
Chlttagong-Caicutte: At. (6): 
IC-226 at 1450; Arr. (4); BG-697 at 
2045; Arr. (7); BG-697at 1445. 
Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok; Arr. 

(2): KB-105 at 0805; Dep. {2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro: An. 
(7);KB-lfl6atl005;Dep.(7); 
KB-106atll05. 

4c Sofia-Bahiain-CalcutU: Arr. 

(4):LZ-503atll30. 

4c Calcutta-Bahraiii-Sofia: Dep. 
{.5).l.Z-504at0100. 

* Moscow-Sharjah-Calcutta: 

Arr. (4); SU-537 at 1.5.55 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 


Londtm-DcIhi-CalcttHa: An. 
(l):AM32/AI-4)82atll45. 

New York - London • Delhi • Od- 
cutla: An. (5); AI-]12/Al-42Bat 
0540. 

Paite-Frankfurt-Delhi-Calcutta: 
An. (1); AI-146/AI-«82 at 1145. 
Toronto-London-Delhi-Calcntt* 
K An. (1): Al-186/AI-682 at 1145. 

Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calctttta: 
An. (5): AI-756/AI-30<.at 1730. 
Bahrain - Doha • Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta; An, (5): A1-876/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-CaJcutta; 

An. (5); Al-816/AI-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta; An. (5): 
AI-736/AI-428 at 0540; An. (1): 


Printed here is ttwr^uk^lndim Airlines 
This is. Hotmier, suf^iio change. Passet^^^ 
adtised to ke^tratdt cf announcements made by 
Indian Airlines in the press. Fora^stance, 

- camaci (c^yc^) 203390, 264433.2624J.3,26234$, 
^26S?md262909, and(airfxnt)5529433, ^529037, 
5529841, 26"m7ahd204433. Except from 45a*td46 ‘ 
exchanges, dial 340forgeneral ittfomatUm, 141 fir 
reservations, 142f{tr/Hgkt arrivak and 143for , 
d^rtures. 


£ Aniateidain-Dclhi-Calcutta: 
An.(7);KL-875at0135. 

£ Calcutta-Delhi-Amsterdam: 
Dep.(7):KL-876at0340. 
Calcutta-Singapoic; Dep. (4): 
SCH20atl310. 
Singapore-Calcutta; An. (2); 
SQ-416atl025. 

Delhi-Calcutta-Singapore; An. 

(l):AI-682at 1145; Dep. (1): 
AI-430at 1.300; An, (5): AI-428 at 
0540; Dep. (.5): AI-428 at 0650. 
Singapore-Calcutta-Delhi: An. 

(5);AI-429atl625;Dep (5). 
Al-429at 1740. 

Singapore-Calcutta-Bombay: 

An. (1); AI-431 at 22.35; Dep. (2): 
Al-431 at 0100. 

09ingapore-Dhaka-Calcutta; 

Arr,(4):kH20atl2lO. 

O Calcutta-Dhaka-Singapore: 
Dep.(2):SQ-416at 1130. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok-To- 
kyo: An. (5): AI-.306 at 1730; Dep. 
(5):Al-306atl910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta-Bom- 
bay: An. (6): AI--309 at 1825; Dep 
(b):Al-.309atl930. 
Caicutta-Bombay-London-New 
York: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 0100. 
Calcutta-Delhi-London-New 
York: Dep. (5):AI- 
429/A1-187/AI-101 at 1740. 
Caicutta-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
n-NewYork:Dep.(6).AI- 
,309/Al-lllat 1930. 
Calcutta-Delhi-London-Toront 
o:Dep (5):Al-429/AI-lK7at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Oelhi-Paris: 
Dep. (6); AK309/AI-147at 1930. 
Cafcutta-Delhi-Rome-Geneva; 
Dep. (5); A1-429/AI-171 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Deihi-Frankfuit-Paris; 
Dep. (5). AJ-429/A1-141 at 1740. 
Caicutta-Bombay-Deihi-Paris-F- 
rankhirt: Dep. (2): Al- 
431/Al-143at0100;Dep. (6): Al- 
309/AI-147 at 19.30. 
Calcutta-Bangkok; Dep. (2,4,5, 
7): lC-731 at 08.55; Dep. tl, 3,6): 
TG-314 at 1.3.55. 

Bangkok-Calcutta; An. (2,4, .5, 
7): IC-732 at 1505; An (1,3,6): 
TG-313atl24«. 

Calcutta-Kalhmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5).lC'-747at1245;Dep. (1,6); 
RA-214atl455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: An. (1,3, 

5):K:-748atl615;An. (1,6): 
RA-213at 13.5.5. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1, .3, .5,6): 
lC-723atl330;Dep.[l,5): 

BG-092 at 10.55; Dep. (2,3,6,7): 
BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4): BG-092 
at 2125; Dep (1,2, .3,5,6,7): 
80-0% at 1920; Dep. (4): BG-0% 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Cakutta: An. (1,3,5,6): 
rC-724 at 1600; An. (2, .3,6,7). 
BG-091 at 0925; An. (4); BG-091 
at 0755; An. (1, .5): BCi-091 at 


Dep.(4)SU-5.38atl755 
$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
Arr. (4); RJ-184 at 0705; Ikp. (4): 
RJ-184 at 080.5. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

An. (4): RJ-185 at 14.50; Dep. (4): 
RJ-l85al 1.550. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah - 

AbuDhabi:Dep.(2);Al- 

43]/AI-703at0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 

n: Dep, (2) Al-4.31/Al-873at 

0100 , 

Caicutta-Bombay-Delhi-Mosco 
w: Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-515 at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muscat; Dep 
(2): AI-43,1 / Al-8.33 at 0100; Dep. 

(6): AI-309/AI-845 at 19.30. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Muscat: Dep. 
(.5); AI-429/A1-841 at 1740 

Calcutta - Bombay • Dettii - 
Dubai: Dep. (2): Al-431 / Al-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Naiiobi: Deii 
(6);Al-309/Al-215atl930. 


Al-734/AI-682 at 1145. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(.5): Al-806/Al-306at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): Al-856/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Cajcutta: An. 
(5). AI-826/AI-306 at 1730. 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta: An. (5): AI- 
706/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-826/AI-306 at 1730. 


DO ME; STIC 


Air-ihsUa 

Calcntta-Bombay: Oep (2); 
Al-431 at 0100; D^. (&: AI-309 at 
1930. 


Bwnbay-CalcutU: An. (5): 
AI-306all730. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (5). Al-429 
at 1740. 

Pclhl-Calcntta: An. (1): AI-682 
at 1145; An. (5): Al-4Mat 0540. 

£ast WestAirUnes 

Calcutta-DelhL- Dm. (1, % 3,4,5, 

6); 4$ 805 at 1455. 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (1, X 3,4,5, 

6): 4S 806 at 1125. 
Calcutta-Cuwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4,5,6): 4S 812 at 1155. 
Guwahali-Calcutta: An. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-CalcuHa: An. (daily): 
D2-101 at 08.30; An. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): D2103 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) :D2104at:ffl00. 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (daily); 
lC-741 at OnO. Dep. (1,2,3,4,6, 

7) : IC-743at 1300; Arr. (daily)- 
lC-742 at 0940, Arr (1,2,3,4,6,7): 
IC-744at 1530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra; Dep. (2,4,6, 

7); IC-721 at 1215, Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
lC-722at 14,55 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3,' 

4.6.7) ; IC-77I at 0h20: An (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) .IC-772at1200. 

Calcutta - VLshakhapatiMm - 
Madras: Dep. (3, .5): IC-.542 at 
1045; Arr. (3,5): IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily): 
lC-765 at 1715; Arr. (daily)- 
lC-766al 222.5. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep (2,4, 
6): IC-777 at 1620; An. (2,4,6); 
IC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily): 
lC-176at 0915; An. (daily): 
lC-274 at 1845 and An. (daily): 
lC-175at0815. 

Calcutla-Port Blain Dep. (2,4,6): 

IC-285at0540;An.(2,4,6): 

lC-286dtl02U. 

Calcutta-Delhi; Dep. (daily): 
lC-263 at 0700 and lC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7); IC-261 at 1900; 
An. (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and 
IC-264 at 2155, An. (2,4,6,7): 
lC-462at0800. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi: 
Dep. (daily): IC-810 at 0630; An. 
(daily): IC-809 at 1115. 

Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow - 


E No traffic nghts on Oelhi-Clalcutta-Delhi 
& No traffic nghts on Bahrain-Calcotta- Bahrain 
* No traffic rights on Calcutta-Shanah-Calcutta 
0 No traffic rights on Catcutta-Ohaka-Calcutta 
$ No trafk; rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Caicutte 
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Delhi: Oep. (1,3,5): lC-410al 
IBOO; Arr. (1,3,5): IC-400 at 2105. 
CalcuHa-Imphal: D^. (3, .5). 
IC-259 at 0745; Arr 0, 5): IC-260 
at 1410. 

Calcutta • SUchar- Imphal: Oep 
(2,4, b, 7): lC-255at Oaso; Arr. (2, 

4.6.7) :IC-256atl.m 
Calcntta-Silchar: Dep. (1,3); 
IC-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3): lC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta*Dibrugarh: Oep. (2,4, 

6.7) : IC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2,4,6, 


7):lC-202atl430. 

Calcutta • Gttwahati - Dimapur 
Dep (2,4); lC-257 at 1140; Arr. (2, 
4):lC-258atl640. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. 

(Jaily)- 1C-229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
S, 6): iC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily)- 
IC-230.at 1620, Arr. (1, .3, 5. 6). 

1C 712 at 1010. 

Calcutta - Tezpur - )oihat • Cal¬ 
cutta: Dep. (2,4,6): lC-213 at 
0400; Arr. (2,4,6): 1C413 at 1305. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - Nag- 


Up TRitm 

19-18- 
3008 19-30 
3003 20-35 
3381 10-15 


2303 10-15 


2301 16-30 


2306 13-45 


3073 23-00 


5047 13 00 

3009 20-30 
3007 9-40 

3049 13-20 
3039 21-00 
3018 18-05 
3021 21-46 
5659 17-36 
3317 6^10 

3029 17-11 
3035 13-20 
3031 21-05 
3025 23-00 


3071 22-30 
3015 9-SS 
1159 16-25 


1171 15-26 


3327 14-20- 
IJBt- 1B1S5 


Hamm 

OpN-KaHothM 
IbnfttiHiv'liilii' 

BointHqrhM via Mahabad 
Posfva (Naw IMM) fiaptata via 

Qaya-Vwanasi 

0^; Tues, Thurs & SaL 

Arr'Wecl,Fri&Sun 

Pootva (Naw OamQ Bupraia MB Patna 
□ap'lVlon.WedPH&3un. 

Ait; Mon, Tuas, TtTuragSat. . 
Ra|dhantBjipnMvl|Qayi . 

Dap; MOn,.To(94[, Tliure,Pil& Sun,' 
Arr-Tu®. W()d,TtttJfs,Sat.&Sgn. ■ • 
RiydhaiiriBxpraBaviaPatna 
Dep: Wl9Cl.«iS«, 

Arr;Pil.«iMwi. 

titnipM (damnw-Taatl) Bgpmw 

Tri-vwWy 

Oap;Tuas,Fti&Sat. 

AT;Tua$,VI(ac),3S8t, 

PurbandMd (Oamkhpuri Bxpraas 
' Oep, 3 An; Sua Mon, WWf *.Fri. 

Ooi^ Bxpraaa via Grand Chord 

Udyan Abba Toofan B) 9 >taaa via Main 

une “ ' 

AmrtoarBxpma 

tMM. thnata Eaptaaa via Main Nna 


Tfcna On 

7-45 2312 
7-65 3006 
13-15 3004 
17-00 2®2 


17-00 . 2304 


1045 2302 


12-SO 2306 


Bgpnaw 11-38. 3074 


Bxpraas 4-30 5046 


7-00 3010 
18 16 3006 


MBHKaEhpraaa 
KainnarlQMwaha;^ 
flfttdh Plitnoiiid Pcpfoi 
CoaMald&ipMaa 
ftMTHHf HifnnHi 


'Nbi3hllM|r,exiM 
Dap;Wedhasaby 
Arr: Friday 


BantMka^Btpiaaa . 

Chambai (GtaiUtojkBipiMa 

Dep;SetBSun, 

ArrTuas&Wed. 

SMpflt(llNl 0 f|| SxpiMift 

Oap;Tuaa*Wsd. 

Atr^g-Sun. 


Up Tima 

3141 13-30 


3143 19-15 
3111 20-16 
5657 6-26 

31S3 21-40 
3151 11-46 
3133 20-46 


"Ihindayoniy 

''TBaatapTanftStpNMM 

05p;Mdh.Pri58un. 

Arr;1#»iCt.Frt5aurv 


UailaalUB'' 

Bawfiipa 


fitpMMiyiaMaln Lma- 


pur*Hyderabad:Dep (3,5,7): 
IC-769 at 1«X); Arr. (3, H, 7)- 
lC-770at2120. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - 
Madras: Dep (2,4): IC-544 at 

1045; Arr. (2.4). 10-543 at 1005. 

Vayttdoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur; Dep. (1, 

3,5)i PF-717 at0630; Arr. (1,3,5): 
PF-718at0830. 

* Calcutta - Aixawl - Agartala - 
Calcutta: Drp. (1,3,5)- PF-705 at 

0900; Arr. (1, .3,5); PF-706al 1250. 
Calcutta • Cooch Behar - Bagdo- 
gra -Calcutta: Dep. (1, 3, 5): 
PF-707 at 1320; Arr. (1.3,5): j 

PF-708aH700. I 

Calcutta - Agartala - Shillong; 
Dep. (2, 4,6,7): PF-701 at 0^ 
Arr. (2, 4,6,7): PF-702 at 1110. 
Calcutta - Aisawl - Agartala - 
Calcutta: Dep. (2, 4,6,7): PF-705 
at im Arr. (2,4,6,7): PF-706at 
1530. 

* Technroal landing at Agartala 

3103 18-20 Bhaglnmi(Lalgota) Exprasa 10-25 3104 

5186 12-40 aa^BagvIChhapfWExpteta 4-25 5185 

Dap-& Arr Twee, Thus 48at. 

'■ r-mir\ 


Dapaiture 


8013 17-30 
8011 5-56 

8006 21-00 
5018 21-30 
8007 22-00 
6409 19-00 
2821 6-10 
6079 23-20 
8045 10-60 
6017 16-45 


6322 22^ 


via SBjai/wip 


5-30 3072 
16-40 3016 
7-15 1160 


7-15 1172 


' 3328'. ■ 

r-ns 1162* ■ 


;1ima Ur'"''- 

6-30 3142 


8-45 3144 

7- 15 3112 
.20-35 5658 

8- IS 3154 
16-60 5152 
'12-58 %154' 


6314 22-35 


6316 M as 


6520 22-38 


- 14-TO 


Homm Tbna On 

MadrasMaH 7-00 6004 

Bombiv Matt ^Nagpur 8-10 8001 

Qltai4all(BembBy)Ei(praaa 15-15 2859 

Ahmadabad&^ma 5-15 5033 

Kutla Bc pt aa a via Nagpur 16-15 8029 

CoromamiBt^taGhasjExpraaa 12-00 2042 

viaCutiack 

BwiflBlaiaEaprafa 13-48 63l2 

Oep: Tuas 

ArrSun 

TaitaSMalEKpnms 10 20 8014 

lapatBipraea 22-05 8012 

SanttMl^Expiass 5-00 8006 

RaneNMaUaEiiprasB 6-25 8016 

Puri ENJrasa via Cuttack 5-30 8006 

Jag«inath(PurO Express v«Nar!^ 8-25 8410 
OhaufI (Bhubaneswar) Exprasa 21-30 2622 

TirupatlExpraaB 4 15 80% 

East Coaat (Hyderabad) Express 15-00 8046 
PuruttaExpraas 11-25 8018 

■ Oep. Except Saturday 
4VT; Except Sunday 

Guwahati-Howratti'Trivandrum Can- 22-15 — 

tral Expreae Monday only 

Trhrandrum Central - Howrah • Guwa- 13-45 6321 
hatl Expraae Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus - Quwahad 13-45 6313 
Weakly Express (via Visakhapatnam & 

Howrah) Thursday only 

Quwahtti-Coc^ Harbour TerminuB 22-15 r- 

WaoWy Exprasa (via Howrah & Visakha- 
pamam) Saturday only 

CoeWn HartMwr Terminus Express 13-45 63i5 
(via Vtsdkhapatnarn & HovvrcHi} 

Dep;‘Fti4aun.. 

Arr. Tiles. 

OuwahSU - BanQalote City WaMdy 22-15 
fixpraaa (ve Howrah & Cuttwl^ Wad- 
naadayonly 

BanEalora Oty - Ouwahab Weakly 13-45 6519 
aEa^fviaHovvtahgCuttaci^Monctey . 


22-15 r- 


13-46 6315 


ENOUtWEStParrowMlIha dock MfDrmation olEaMam Railway Hid 
EotrihrBaaiam flattanv intttw, pkMM dial 203M8-54 tor In-cotning 
mbw; 808936-44 ter all other bitoimatlan. For intormatian about 
maanWHeoa on fttMtarn Rattwag) and SoutivCaatom Railway tralna, 
dUXOSWil^SSOO dtoin 8am toB pm on imakdaya and8 amtoBpm 
on fun dipa a nd g aaa W a d bottdaya). Train aanrioaahcpiltyat S aal d Mi! 
8803088^. 
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T he other day, a friend 
left a gaggle of quizzers 
stumped with the follow¬ 
ing query: Where could 
you be if you were looking 
forward to the destruction 
of the Berlin Wall? 

There are no time machi- 


one from the Andromeda 
galaxy would be looking 
forward to the beginning of 
the ice age. 

Inter-stellar distance are 
difficult to appreciate due 
to the sheer magnitude of 
the figures involved. If 


A landmark effort to this 
object was launched in the 
Sixties in Great Britain. Pro¬ 
ject Daedalus involved the 
design of a spaceship to 
reach another solar system. 
This ship was to be power¬ 
ed by nuclear pulses accele¬ 


. I ^1* 

n 

' '*■;* „ '5' , ^ 

k *■ K. - 

■ .4%. 
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The once infamous Berlin Wall 

nes involved and the Wall 
in question is the East Ger¬ 
man edifice torn down in 
1989. 

Answer: U you have to 
witness this epic event you 
need to be on Proxima Cen- 
tauri (4.2 light years away) 
with a suitably powerful 
telescope. An observer 
from the sta r Sirius would 
just be in time for the 
Montreal Olympics, and 


light (moving at a nifty 
300,000 km per sec) takes 
four years to reach the near¬ 
est star, a spaceship travell¬ 
ing at 6 km per sec would 
take a mere 2(X),000 years. 
To reach the nearest 
galaxy, just add another six 
digits to that figure! 

Scientists and sci-fi 
writers, however, remain 
undaunted at the pro.spect. 


rating it close, to the spetsi 
of light. The comparative 
shortness of human life 
span was also tackled in an 
innovative manner—the 
ship, with a complete o< o- 
system of its own was a 
generation spaceship, with 
the descendants of the origi • 
nal astronauts continuing 
the quest. 

A few other approaches 
to inter-stellar travel also 


deserve mention. The 
universe is said to contain 
‘wormhoW in higher 
dimensions which ensure 
huge shortcuts in three- 
dimensional planes. These 
holes, if properly charted, 
could be used to good 
effect, yet another solution 
involved keeping the crew 
in suspended animation, 
and automatically waking 
them just a few years from 
their destination. As 
Arthur Clarke remar¬ 
ked: ‘These travellers 
could be the loneliest ever 
in history, with an earth 
changed beyond all measu¬ 
re, and no friends and fami¬ 
ly ever to return to." A 
small price to pay for con¬ 
quering the stars. 

News abtiul yet another 
star—this time from our 
very own Bollywood. The 
Da\-id Wallichensky- 
Irving Wallace bug has bitt¬ 
en India with the first ever 
Hoofcof l./.sf.s on Amitabh 
Bachclian. The bo<>k con¬ 
tains lists as diverse as 
Amul hoardings he has ins¬ 
pired (how many can you 
remember?) and his efforts 
as a cricketer. Desperate 
quizzards and all Amitabh 
buffs can consider their 
money well-spent. 

P.S.: This week's ques¬ 
tions are taken from the 
Amitabh Bachchan Book of 
Lists. 


QUESTIONS 


1> Which emiiwnt litterateur and 
dale friend of the Bachchans iirst 
predicted a biiUiant catear for the 


2) For the super^tious, 13 is gene* 
rally a dreaded number. Howevei^ 
Amitabh'sISthBlmwasamajtH'' 
auceess tmd proved to be a 

in his career: Klftme t}«s hint:. 
IB In Which film is Amitabh hamii- 
capped by the loss of tot arm? 

4) Asongdiiginally.CcmoBved for 
'Dev Anmd'^ wane 


later a major success in the film 

Manie:diis popular song. 

6) Which Amitabh starr<ir features, 
for achange, a villain, in a double 
role? 

61 blow: does Amitabh l^t sticks 
of dymmWie in the film msliul? 

7) Gta WlWfh actor was the song 
MshbOdu mehliaalu );h^ 

the film Stoby? 

6$ Wldch vrelbknown pet^rmer 
-was an asaiatant director lor ttw : 
f&mAMmMn? 


WKtte tite story fm the 
VHU Whhh.I:IollywooddinB^iito^ 


ed Amitabh as one of the top lObox' 
office draws worldwide? ' ' 


ANSWERS 


S»cH9tdsui?A^m, 

•qssbfnWui^Mfg 

•mpyweftt 


‘Mfiazft 

-4U(8d ueptxeuBupm^ (.6 
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JUNIOR WHIRL ^ HAL KAUFMAN 


FIND TWINSI Two of the prandno leprechauns above look enough 
alike to be twins. Which two Is lor you to decide. 


TAKE PAINSI 'It Is easy to stand a pain, but dWicult to stand 
an .* says a Chinese proverb. Missing word ihymes with 

rich. Whal word? 

uai;sip»MBuismw 


HOCUS -FOCUS 

QiK 





CHUCK § JOHN 







CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are at least six difler- 
enoes m drawing deWle between top and bottom panels. How 
quickly can you find them? Check answers wHh those below. 

-Butssiuj si lois IWN '• vieiawp si suiani s Bursciui si leisod > 
jeijout St SAseis t 'Buissiui are sessaio t Buissiuj ci Muuituo' I saoueisuia 


IDEN_ 

2_DEN_ 

3_ _DEN_ 

4 _DEN__ 

5 _DEN_ 

6 _DEN 


DEN WORD TEASER 

X eight-ltftler words above con- 
tarn the word DEN stepped off pro¬ 
gressively Let's MH* if you can find 
these words in accordance with the 
SIX defmitnms given below 

1. Choppeni, false teeth, el a1. 

2. Put the fin^on forpotice. 

3. Brash, discourteous 
behaviour. 

4. Proof introduced in a court 
case. 

5. Profit share to a stockholder. 

6. Another name for a 

moKsbunker. 

Time limit: 2 minutes. 

urtptft|u«w puapiAiQ g »-> 
f. Miiutfin}! I iCfuiMpi I v»inw*Q i 


HANDS ON! Invite a friend 
to place a red button in one 
hand and a white button in 
the other, Now, counting 
three for red, and four for 
white, ask him or her to triple 
the right-hand amount (.3 x 3 
or 3 X 4), double the left (2x3 
or 2 X 4), add the two, and 
give result 

If resulting total is an even 
amount, red's on the left; if an 
uneven amount, red is on the 
right. 


FUNSPOT 









CLASS ACTI Sure and ITa time to gear up tor St. Patrick's Day. 
Colora: 1-flad. 2.—Lt. Wua. 3—Yallow. 4-4.1 brown. S-Flaah. S— 
Lt greon. 7—Ok. brown. S— Ok. graon. S— Lt purpis. 





















































































GARFIELD ■ JIM DAVIS 


























































































The first 
time Rasoi 
used dried 
plums was 
when we 
were work¬ 
ing on Pra- 

shad: Ccxdcing with Indian 
Masters. It was done at this 
columnist's mother's inst- 
•ance—for Al(X)bukhara 
Kofta, a Pothohari delicacy 
of meat balls. As a tribute to 
big-spending IMnjabis, 
who would come and eat at 
Dum Pukht, Imtiaz Qure- 
shi, loath to 'borrow' ideas, 
put a variation of them in 
the menu. 

The refreshed 

plum was camouflaged in 


egg yolks and the dish was 
rechristened Handi Kebab. 
Instead of a thin gravy, it 
had a 'sauce'. It has been a 
stunning success. 

Madan Jaiswal created 
the Subz &ekh for vegetari¬ 
ans who wanted to be part 
of the scene at the redoubta¬ 
ble Bukhara. Whilst the 
idea is great, Rasoi has 
always found it a little 
bland. 

Team Rasoi — Push- 
pesh Pant and Raminder 
Malhotra being the other 
members—rewrote the 
recipe with dried plums. 
We feel it has made a sub¬ 
stantial difference. 


Khattimeethi 

SUBZSEEKH 


INGREDIENTS 
250 g /9 oz Mushrooms 
60 g / 2 oz Paneer 
2 Potatoes (medium) 
150g/5 oz Carrots 
60 g / 2 oz Beans 

6.5 g / 2 tbs Coriander 
10 g / 1" piece Ginger 

2 Green chillies 

3 g / 1 tsp Yellow chilli 
powder 

3 g1 tsp Pomegranate 
se^ ptiwder 

1.5 g /1 /2 tsp Black rock 
salt 


12 Dried plums 
12 Dried figs 

3 g / 1 tsp Cumin pt)wder 
1.5g/1/2 tsp Black 
cardamom powder 

Serves; 4 

Preparation time: 1:10 
hours 

Cooking time: 7-8 minutes 

PREPARATION 
The mushrooms: 
Remove the earthy stalks, 
wash and finely chop. 

The paneer: Grate in a 
bowl. 

The potatoes: Boil, ccxil, 
peel and grate. 

The remaining vegeta¬ 
bles: Peel, wash and grate 



20 Malpuas. As easy 



Chocolate Burfee 

ingredients 

Milkmaid; 1 tin, 

Chcpped nuts: lOOgm., 
Coc(M fxiwder ■ '^cup, 
Butter: 50gm., 

Sugar: ^^cup 

Method 

1. Mix Milkmaid, butter, 
siugar, cocoa powder 
and nuts in a thick 
boUomedpan. 

2 Stir constantly on g^le 
heat till the mbdure leaves 
the sides of the pan. (e^prox. 
15 mins.) 

S Pour Mo a buttered dish. 
Cool and cut. 


t h 



Malpua 

ingredients 

Milkmaid: V^ttn, Sooji: lOOgm., 
Maida: 50gm., Paneer: 50gm„ 
Water ■ 1 cup, Bakingpouder: 
a pinch, Sugar syrup 
for soaking malpua. 
Method 

Sugar syrup: Boil 1 ’4 cups 
of sugar in 2 cups ofwater. 
Malpua: 

t. Mix well Milkmaid, sooji, 
maida, water, baking powder 
and crumbled paneer. Leave 
for 15 mins., beat well. 

2. Inapcasbeittoilandpouria>g>. 
txaier to make smallflat ma^rua. 

3. Pry malpua on bttth sides HU 
golden brown and soakfitr ^ min. 
in syrup. Serve hot. 


tb o n ^d.. , .K. 


e 



Khatti Meethi Subz Seekh 


carrots. String, wash and 
finely chop beans. Put each 
of th^ vegetables separa¬ 
tely in boiling water and 
biwch for 3 and 2 minutes, 
respectively. Drain, cool 
and then squeeze in a nap¬ 
kin to ensure each of the 
vegetables is completely 
devoid of moisture. Clean, 
wash and finely chop cori¬ 
ander. Scrape, wash and 
finely chop ginger. Remove 
stems, slit, des^ and fine¬ 
ly chop green chillies. 

The dried fruits: Clean 
plums, wash, pat dry, 
remove the pits and finely 
chop. Gean figs, wash, pat 
dry and finely chop. 

The seekh mixtuie: Put 
all the ingredients in a 
bowl, mix well, divide into 
12 equal portions and make 
balls. 

The skewering; Using a 
moist hand, spread the 
balls by pressing each 
along the lenrth of the ske¬ 
wers, two inAes apart and 
making each kebab 4 
inches long. 


CIS 1, 2, 



Kaju Burfee 

In^redtemts 

Milkmaid: tin, Kaju 
150gm.,Khoa: 150 gm., 
Maida: 50 gm., 

Milk: ^ cup 

MtdiHMi 

1. Put he^u and all die 
ingredients together and 
grind to a smooth paste. 

2. Co<dt in a thick 
bottomed kaddi on slow 

fire tiU the miJdure starts 
leaving die sides arui 
JbrmsabaU. 

3- Put the mixture in a tray 
arui roll out thinly 
Cool and cut into dtarnond 
sbigie. 



You've always believed that the best Malpuas are 
soft, delicious and difficult to make. Right? 
Wrong!! Milkmaid Malpuas are soft, delicious and 
as easy as 1, 2, 3... So quick. So easy. Delicious 
mithais only with Milkmaid. Thick, creamy, 
sweetened condensed milk. Ready when you 
want it. So you don’t need to spend time and fuel 
waiting for milk to thicken. With Milkmaid half 
your job is done even before you begin. It is 
tastier and just as pure as homemade mithai. 
What’s more, you get good value time after time. 

For your firee copy of the 
‘New Milkmaid Recipe 
Booklet’, just mail a 
Milkmaid labdi to: 

Milkmaid, C1X»2>. 

Poat Box NO. 22, 

New Delhi 110019- 









(.WKINO 
Riwst in a modorately 
ht>t tdncliH)r for h-7 minulcs 
ot until golden. On a char- 
roal grill for alwut the same 
time. The kebab can also be 
deep tried in a kadhut. 

TOSKRVE 
Arrange 3 kebabs on 
each of 4 individual plates, 
nappe with saunth and 
serve with vegetables of 
your i hoice. 

MiRCfflWALA 

PANEER 

INGREDIENTS 

24 Paneer (1" cubes) 

Sesame / Gnwndnut oil to 
deep fry paneer 
45 ml / 3 tbs 
Sesame/groundnut oil 

1 » 


6 flakes Garlic 
lOg / r piece Ginger 
llOg/ 1/4 lb Onions 
2 Capsicum (medium) 

2 Fresh red chillies 

.5 ml / 1 tsp Soya sauce 
15 ml / 1 tbs Chilli sauce 
60 ml / 2 o/. Tomato puree 

3 g / 1 tsp Chakriphiwl (star 
anise) powder 

Salt 

The batten 

45 g / 1 1/2 o/ Cornflour 
45 g / 1 1/2 oy Flour 
Salt 

1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp Chakrifiluiol 
(star anise) powder 
5 ml Sesame/groundnut oil 

Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 75 
minutes 

Cooking time: 15 minutes 
PREPARATIGN 
The vegetables: Peel and 


finely chop garlic. Scrape, 
wash and finely chop 
ginger. Pec:!, wash and fine¬ 
ly chop onions. Remove 
stems, wash, ht»lve, deseed 
and cut capsicum and red 
chillies into juliennes. 

The batten Sift the tw'o 
flours, add the remaining 
ingredients and 60 ml / 1 /4 
cup of water, mix well. 
Reserve the paneer in the 
batter for 15 minutes. 

tXXlKlNG 

Heat oil in a kadimi or a 
frying pan, add the paneer 
and deep fry over medium 
heat until light golden 
(approx. 2-3 minutes for 
each set). Remove to absor¬ 
bent paper to drain excess 
fat. Transfer to a platter and 
keep warm. Reserve the oil. 

To prepare the sauce, 
reheat 45 ml / 3 tbs of the 


rc'served oil in a kadhai, add 
garlic, saute over low heat 
until brown, add ginger 
and onions, stir for 15 
seconds, add soya sauce 
and stir. Then add chilli 
sauce, stir, add tomato 
purct’, star nni.se and salt, 
stir, add capsicum and red 
chillies, stir for a minute. 
Now add water, stir for a 
few seconds and remove. 
Adjust the seasoning. 

TO SERVE 
Arrange 6 cubes of 
paneer and equal quantit¬ 
ies of the masala on each of 
four individual plates, 
spread tossed juliennes of 
carrots and beans on the 
side and serve as a starter. 

NOTE; All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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NIYATI SHAH, 17, the princess {harming (^Indian tabk tennis, has been the most dunMe Indian player 
since Jndu Puri. National champion thrux and voinner of innumerable other tournaments, Niyati captain¬ 
ed India to a creditable sixth place at the Asian Oumpionships held at New Delhi in Nooemb^ 1992. An 
Arjuna Awardee, she was the only Indian woman TT player to qualify for both Seoul and Barcelona Olym¬ 
pics. Her test moment so far? "After my marriage, everyone, including the press, had written me off as a 
player. Butivxm the Bombay Nationals in '91 and became the first married lady to do so,” she says. Shah is 
at present the PR manager (^Indian Oil Corporation at Madras. 


'I A That is your idea of perfect 
VV happiness? 

Spending a quiet evening by the 
beadt with my hunily or my husband. 
What is your greatest fear? 

God. 

Who or what has been ttie greatest 
influence in your life? 

Initially my father and now my 


eight years old and my brother only 
10. It touches my heart everytime I see 
it. 

What objects do you always carry? 

A lock^, which has become a 
eoodluck charm. 


Seeing a lot of poverty on the road; 
die images cm TV of the war-ravaged 


What is your 
favourite dream? 

My favourite 
dream is meeting 
and talking to 
Carl Lewis, the 
one athlete whose 
commitment to 
excellence I 
admire most 


husband. Without dieir unfailing 
support I wouldn't have been able to 
achieve what I have in my career. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

Hypcxrisy and duplidty. 

What do yon dislike most in yourself? 
Mysh^temper. 

%Vhat is your most precious j 

poBseaaion? 

A family portrait taklen when I was 


(fonna) Yugoslavia or the starving 
masses of Ethiopia.! feel very sad n 
all those people. 

What do you most dislike on your 
apjwarance? 

Nothing in particular. 

What is your favourite word? 

Hght (never give up). 

What is your favourite journey? 
Car-ride, going uphill at 


Kcxiaikanal. It's one of the most 
beautiful scenes. 

What is your favourite dream? 

My favourite dream is meeting and 
talking to Carl Lewis, the one athlete 
whose commitment to excellence I 
admire most. 

What is your nightmare? 

I'm scared of the heights. Every 
time I fly, I fear the worst. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

My family. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

Will power, determination and 
positive attitude. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

•• - . . -- -[ When I'm in an 

embarrassing 

is your situation; to avoid 

unpleasantness, the 
■ w caiii* easiest way is to lie 

and dose the chapter. 

'ourite 

_ greatest regret? 

meeting Missing the World 

VIS/ the Sweden recently. I 

whrvM* dre^ped from 

te wnose ^ team just 

merit to because I did not 

T attend one coaching 

ence l camp due to 

I most ill-health. 

What has been your 

- happiest moment? 

Receiving die Ai^na Award from 
the lYesident of Inclia in 1989. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

When 1 read or see something 
sentimental or emotional. 

How dp you relax? 

A quiet evening at home, watching 
a movie on the video. 

Wiat do you envy most in othos? 

The level of fitn^s and agility of die 
topTT players pf the world. 

How would you like to be 
remembered?' 

As senneone who played table 
tennis at adeoent le^. 

How would you liketodie? 

Quick and painless,before 1 know. 
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The Land Of Battles And Peace, Reugion 
And History. Still Echoing With the Sounds 
Of Clashing Swords And Chanted Mantras. 


Bundclkhand. A land steeped m 
hisioH' and fables, bravcrj’ and 
martyrdom, battles and religion. 

The entire region is dotted by 
ancient forts and exquisite temples... 
mute witnesses to the glory and fiiiy 
of an eventful past. Truh’, a land of 
beauty and history. The eternal 
expressions of love -the Khajuraho 
temples are also a part of this 
golden land. 




■f;-V 


CHITRAKOOT 


\ hallowed iitv, it is also a nature- 
lover's delight With its tranquil forest 
glades and gently flowing streams. It 
was amidst the natural beauty of 
Chitraknnt that laird Ram spent a 
majut part of his 14 yeats exile 
Witness deep abiding hiith at the holy 
Ramghat on the banks of the 
Mandaldni; take in the Bharat Milap 
Temple at Kadamgin oi see the Gupt- 
Godavari -• a stream ninning along the 
base of two caves. 


MAHOBA 


OnceaformidaWc*i.irfpowcrof the 
mighty Chandeias, Mahnba is today 
historic forts and ramparts. A nty 
still alive to the tales of valour of 
Alha and Ikkl who fought to save the 


honour of the city Mahnba is 
also exquisite temples and 
beautiful lakes, ancient Jain and 
Buddhist shrines. 

JHANSI 

Jhansi IS ramparts and reminiscences, a 
city immortahscd forever by the bravery 
of its Rani. The Jhansi fon and the 
exquisite Ram Mahal... all wnnderfol 
legacies of a golden past. 

DE QGARH 

A religioiis centre with exquisite 
temples and ancient shrines The 
intricately caived and perfectly 
executed Dartictotar (Vishnu) 
Temple; the ornamented'Jain temples 
inside die Kamali fort wfllh carved 
ponds... neojprh is a rehgious centre 
and also a history lover's dchght. 


THE EASY CIRCUIT 

Kaih of these deainatioas offers a 
cnmplctr. relaxed hobday on its own. 
Include more than one destination if you 
like, and make your varanon tniiy 
memorabk. 

U.P. Slate Tourism Dcvciopment 
Corputauaii offcis comtorrabk buanhng 
and kx^ng taohnes at ibeir Tourist 
Comiiicies at the menrioned dcstinanom. 

M 

U.P. TOURISM 

3, NAVAL KISHORE ROAD 
LUCKNOW (U.P) PH 248349,241776 


Youm^makt^urstaftmfirtahleatthtUPSWC units: •JHANff.PH. 442m§CHrrRAKOOT,PH. 26§immPH. S •DEOGARli. wawnwi 
Far detaikd tnjormatum.jretfitUer & reservatiom tanuut. 

• AHMEDABAD ; 6, Smirri Kunj, 1% ; 464318, • BOMBAY ; Wodd Trade Centre, Cuffo Parade. Colaba. Ph : 2185458, •CALCUTTA; 12-A. Neiaji Subhaah Road. 

Ph 1 207R55*CHANDIGARH;&C.0.1046-47,Sector22'B,Ph 141649 • NEWDELHi; ChandralokBuildint.36hnoith.Ph:37112%,3322251 cLUCKNOW: 
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Shock 

Treatment 

■ It is indeed shocking 
how sports like American 
wrestling ('Killer Sport?', 
August 22) act as an 
unhealthy influence on 
the minds of the younger 
generation. 

Violence seems to have 
become an integral part of 
any form of entertain¬ 
ment, whether it is in the 
name of a sport or Ameri¬ 
can movies or our very 
own dcsi cinema. All these 
are invariably stuffed 
with violence and 
bloodshed. 

There was a time when 
children, while fighting 
with one another, would 
say, "I'll tell my father" or 
"I'll not talk to you." 
Things tiave come to such 
a pass that they now threa¬ 
ten each other with "I'll 
kill you" and "I'll stuff 
YOU with rotten eggs", 
and straightaway bash up 
each other. 

If this trend continues, 
we have a dark 21st centu¬ 
ry ahead with confused 
minds and evil dt>signs all 
around. 
fared Nishat, 

Calcutta 

■ I am a die-hard fan of 
American freestyle wrest¬ 
ling. I agrc'e that this i.s not 
a ‘killer sport' or a 'blood 


sport'. If it was, there 
would be no need for any 
rules, a referee or a specia¬ 
lly prepared ring. 

But, at the same time, it 
cannot be called a sham. It 
would be very wrong to 
say, "It ain't nothin'". 
You cannot ask a person 


caused. 

Ravish Kumar, 
famshedpiir 

■ American wrestling is 
not really a sport. It is just 
a revelation of man's bru¬ 
tality that has been latent 
since the Stone Age. 



WWF; Wrestling with imagination 


to "sit back and laugh" 
when 5h8 pounds of Yoko- 
zuna come crushing 
down on the chest of his 
opponent, or when 
Shawn Michaels' flying 
kick bnds straight on the 
face of his opponent. In 
quite a few of these fights, 
severe injuries have been 


IMme Sports is giving u$ 
a glimpse of typical 
young American street 
culture, and the language 
that the big guys speak 
only confirms it. 

Instead of infusing 
sportsmanship, this 
mode of wre.stling makes 
the participants mean 



PAGE 4 

PAMEI.LA BORDES. You've read enough about 
her. Or so you think. Now Pamella Singh, with 
her divorce having come through, the.lady has 
been making .silent sorties into the country on 
photography assignments from foreign publica¬ 
tions. Just three months ago, she was in Bombay 
again and probably still is. We have people, who 
have observed her closely, going beneath the 
mask and mud pack and telling us ail about the 
REAL Pamella. 



and barbaric. If this is 
'sport', then we should 
perhaps redefine the 
word. 

And what will happen 
to the children brought 
up on this mindless and 
aggressive 'spoif? 
Pradipta Kumar 
Chatterjee, 

Calcutta 

> Instead of meaningless 
violence, sports should 
project ideals of love and 
brotherhood. I feel wrestl¬ 
ing and boxing should be 
banned, at least from the 
Olympics. 

Prahlad Aganvala, 

Nadia (W.B.) 

• The success of WWF 
programmes is mainly 
due to the civilised man's 
latent primeval instinct 
that appproves of bru¬ 
tality. Even those aware 
of the fake and exaggerat¬ 
ed punches take an avid 
interest in the 
programmes. 

Yet, in the long run, con¬ 
stant exposure to this 
overdose of violence will 
definitely have maniacal 
repercussions. 

Violence and savagery 
are rampant in today's 
world in the form of civil 
w'ars and global strife. 
WWF appreciates this ten¬ 
dency togo for the jugular 
Shabina Omar, 

Calcutta 
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Rahul Singh on Pamdla Singh (Bordes) 

Photographs by Pradeep Chandra 
FEW INDIAN WOMEN HAVE CAPTURED THE 
popular imagination in recent years as 
much as Pamella Bordes. Ever since I got to 
know her a couple of years ago, she has both 
fascinated and intrigued me. 

Let me recount how.l first met her and 
then say something of what T think of her. 

She turned up in India, out of the blue, some four years 
after she had created a huge sensation in Britain. She was on 
a photographic assignment for an English paper—I think it 
was The Mail on Sunday —which wanted a piece on the Indi¬ 
an film industry. Mihir Bose was to do the writing and she 
the photographs. 

Somehow the Bombay press got wind that she was in 
town (she wouldn't have been able to hide it for long in any 
case) and began to hound her. She lost her cool, needlessly 
trying to evade journalists and snatching cameras out of the 
hands of photographers. I guess she imagined that after four 
years of staying virtually underground, most people would 
have forgotten and lost interest in her. 

She couldn't have been more wrong. 

She fled from the Oberoi 
hotel where she was stay¬ 
ing in the centre of town to 
a friend's place in the subur¬ 
bs. That is when 1 entered 
the picture. That friend of 
hers happened to be a 
friend of mine as well, 
though at the time I did not 
know of his connection 
with her. 

Anyway, one night at 
The famous ghs|iam-choli shot of Pam in , . t ^ 

hermoideinngdays;byJitendraArya around nine Or SO, I got a 





Pamella Singh (Bordes) 









call tvm him. He said that 
he Hd somebody with him who want- 
eddspeak to me. 1 don't know why— 
pf ha^ it was because she had been 
htt^e news—but I laughed and said 
* him, "It isn't Pamella Btwdes, is it?" 
think he was a little stunned, since 
.lardly anybody knew that she was 
staying at }iis place. 

To cut a longish story short, Pamella 
had a.sked his advice on how she could 
get the Bombay papparazzi 
off her back. She had , 

also told him that she was not averse 
to talking to the Indian press, but wan¬ 
ted to get a fair hearing. So, he had 
rung me up. 

At that time, he didn't want his 
name disclosed. But now 1 am sure he 
would not mind. He was the owner of 
Bombay's Holiday Inn hotel, Ramesh 
Khanna. We had known each other 
since our school and college days in 
Delhi. 

I talked to Pamella at some length 
on the phone. She sounded very upset 
at what was happening to her. I also 
got the strong feeling that she was 
keen to be accepted and liked in her 
home country. She felt that she had, 
been greatly misunderstood and all 
that Indians knew about her was what 
the British press, primarily the notori¬ 
ous tabloids, had written about her. I 
told her that it would be foolish to hide 
from the press because that would 
only antagonise them. Why not give 



Eustace Macandra took this a couple 
of years ago 


your side of the story to a sober Indian 
paper, I advised her. 

She agreed and 1 promised that 1 
would arrange for her to be interview¬ 
ed by a good and responsible journal¬ 
ist in a edible and non-sensation 
seddng paper. As the Times of India is 
easUy the largest circulating daily in 
Bombay and I happened to know its 
Bombay editor well, I rang him up and 
asked Wm if he would be interested in 
Pamella Bordes' story and if he was, 
could he please get one of his best cor¬ 
respondents to do it? 

"Yes, I would be interested in the 
story, provided that it is exclusive to 
us," he replied. "But why don't you 
yourself interview her for us?" That 
inihally threw me because I had frank¬ 
ly not given a thought to doing the 
interview myself. But after thinking 
about it, I said okay. Pamella, on her 
part, promised that the interview 
would be exclusive to the Times 
group. Little did I know that she had 
meanwhile also agreed to meet with 
Shobha De. 

T he next evening Pamella turned 
up at my very messy .south Btim- 
bay bachelor pad. I did not really 
know what to expect. She was casually 
dressed in a black T-shirt and jeans, 
with littte makeup on. She had a confi¬ 
dence about her which belied her 30 
years. Though I am a pretty hard- 
nostxl journalist, I must admit that 1 
was completely bowled over, not just 
by her looks but also by the thoughtful 
way she answered my queshons and 
the easy manner that she made herself 
at home in my place. 

1 UK)k to her immediately. 1 felt com¬ 
fortable and relaxed with her, which is 
rare when you meet a young lady for 
the first time. 1 could understand how 
she had captivated so many important 
and powerful persons. There are plen¬ 
ty of women who are glamorous and 
sexy. However, very few combine 
looks with intelligence and shrewd 
insights, as Pamella did. 

She had something else as well. She 
had a presence. She had that rare quali¬ 
ty of standing out in a gathering, the 
kind of person you don't forget easily, 
even after one meeting. Little wonder 
that for a few heady years she had the 
world at her fet‘t. 

After my interview-cum-profileof 
hers appeared in the Times of India, 
some of my friends pulled my leg. 
"You were too soft on her," they chid¬ 
ed me."Why didn't you ask her some 
hard questions? Whal about her rela¬ 
tionships with Chandra Swami, 

Adnan Khashogi, Romesh Bhandari 



and the rest? And you didn't even ask 
her if what the British tabloids wrote 
about her was true?" 

1 had to admit that I had decided in 
the interview to let her tell her side of 
the story. I knew that the News of the 
World, the British bestselling tabloid, 
had apparently trapped her. They had 
sent a reporter posing as a rich busines- 
.sman to a party she was attending. 
There, he had propositioned her, offer¬ 
ing her money for her sexual favours. 
She had accepted. 

The conversation was secretly tap¬ 
ed and with that scoop in the paper, 
the whole world had come crashing 
down on poor Pamella. She became 
the butt of ridicule, of scandal, of 
innuendo. Parallels were drawn with 





.AL ol ■« rm art' ^lamoraiss aad sev>. S ltwe\cr. vert 

tV'a roja'htiM* ItKjks ilh iJsU'-IHj’t'mT and sl’a'*‘Md insij^hts, as FaMieHa dkL Shr had 
Naaitff hiiijj dsr as wrd. She had a presence 

the Christine Keeler-Profuitio affair in of being toppled from power. many British government secrets that 

the Sixties. Keeler was a high-class pro- Likewise, Pamella had a sf>ecial if she were to reveal all, the Profumo 

.stitute who was ha ving an affair with restparchers pass to the British House affair would in comparison be like a 

—among many others—John Profu- of Commons and was also friendly "teddy beans' picnic"! (She denied 

mo, who was a minister in the conser- with the minister of sports, Colin having said that, too, when she talked 

vative Macmillan government. Moynihan (to me, she denied that she with me.) 

Profumo lied in Parliament about was having an affair with him at the 

his relationship with Keeler and even- time, though the British press strongly T^hen, Pamella had suddenly di^p- 

tually had to resign. Because Keeler hint^ at it). So she, too, was looked X peared only to surface in Bali,^ 

was also having an affair with the upon as a security threat when the where the press again got after her. 

Soviet defence attache, a security scandal came out in the open. Trying to evade a per^stent journalist, 

angle crept into the scandal and the In fact, at that time she was quoted she had a serious accident and had to 

Macmillan government was in danger as having said that she was privy to so have plastic surgery. A nervous break- 
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Ji. have seen quite a few of the photographs she has taken and they are very, 
very good.... So, the photographer angle to her is no sham or any kind of 
cover-up... [People] imagine that she must be getting these assignments only 
because the magazine wants to cash in on her name 


down followed. 

Since then, she told me in the inter¬ 
view, she had bwn trying to "heal" 
herself. She was also trying to sorion.s- 
ly pursue a career as a photographer. 
The trouble was that lew people 
thought sht- was serious about it. 

1 have seen quite a few of the photo¬ 
graphs she has taken and they are 
very, very good Hoshi Jal, the ace pho¬ 
tographer of Till' Tniu'"; oflnJiii who 
was assigned to take the photographs 
to accompany my interview, has also 
told me that she knows a great deal 
about the technical side of photogra¬ 
phy as well. So, the photographer 
angle to her is no sham or any kind of 
cover-up. 

The trouble was that, given her past, 
people find it difficult to accept 
"Pamella Bordes, photographer" 
("Pamella Bordes, model" or "Pamel¬ 
la Bordes, actress" would be fine) 
They imagine that she must be getting 
these assignments only because the 
magazine wants to cash in on her 
name and the curiosity value it has. 

After that visit to India — she also 
went to Sri Lanka—acoupleol years 
ago we occasionally kept in touch on 
the phone and with the exchange of 
some letters. She had dwided to base 
herst'lf temporarily in Africa, where 
she had some photographic assign¬ 
ments on hand. 

Then, about three months ago, she 
rang from abroad to say that she was 
making another trip to India. It was 
going to be a kind of photographic 


reionnaisance, to check out some sub- 
jei'ts a magazine was interested in. 

When she came to Bombay recently, 
she dropped in at my place and we 
had a long chat. 1 told her that just 
before her arrival the Indian press had 
carried an item on Kuldip Nayar's 
famous interview, some years back, 
with the Pakistani nuclear scientist (in 
which he had admitted that Pakistan 
was making a nuclear bomb), with the 
information'that Pamella Bordes had 
a hand in arranging the interview. I 
also mentioned that Kuldip Nayar 
had subset]iicntly denied that she had 
anything to do with it. 

What I told her did not surprise her 
at all, perhaps becaust* she has got so 
used to hearing all kinds of weird stor¬ 
ies about her. She )ust shrugged it off. 

She was curious to know what the 
reaction of the Indian press would be 
to her this time round. I said that the}' 
would be curious to know what she 
had been doing in the last two years, 
but that I did not think they would 
hound her as they did earlier. In any 
case, she avoided them and kept her 
whereabouts secret, even from me. 

She mentioned that she had revert¬ 
ed to her maiden name, Pamela Singh. 
She had dropped 'Bordes'. 

To me, it indicated how much she 
wanted to break from the past and 
start anew, perhaps with India as her 
base. I don't think many people know 
that her father, who was a major in the 
Indian Army, died when she was just 
six months old. He was killed in the 


1962 war with China and was posthu¬ 
mously given one of the highest milita¬ 
ry awards for valour in action. 

She was then brought up by her 
mother, though 1 don't think they got 
along too well. She dropped out of col¬ 
lege and entered the wcirld of modell¬ 
ing and glamour Her triumph in the 
Miss World contest gave her the esca¬ 
pe that she had desperately K'en long¬ 
ing for. She was far too unconvention¬ 
al and ambitious for India as it then 
was. The .swinging West, where everv- 
thing went, beckoned. 

During her current trip to India, the 
only item on her that came out was in 
Mui-Day, a popular Bcimbay *‘ve- 
ninger I happened to tell the editor 
that she was in Bombay and stimeth- 
ing about what she was doing in India. 
The news was carri«*d in a box on the 
front page. Clearly, she still made 
news in India. 

That very afternocm, she rang me to 
say that she had not seen the item, but 
that somebody had told her about it. 
She .soundi’d a trifle upset. 

I felt a little sheepish and guilty, but 
tcrld her not to worry as I had not .said 
anything that might embarrass her I 
really don't know whether she was 
embarrassed or not, but she did not 
contact mo again. 

1 must admit that I was disappoin¬ 
ted. She has got so wary of being used 
•by people - though 1 daresay she has 
used them as w'ell — that she is often 
much tcK) defensive. 

When 1 had once asked her about 
her travails in Britain, she had blamed 
it all on 'racism'. 1 am sure there was 
an element of racism in the way the Bri- 
bsh establishment and the tabloids 
came down on hc’r. But I think there 
was more to it. 

I believe she over-reached herself. 
By mixing so closely with the high and 
mighty—businessmen, editors, mini¬ 
sters, senior officials, godmen, 
wheeler-dealers— she fell that she 
had the world at her feet. 

But the British don't like outsiders 
getting too close to their establish¬ 
ment, which is what Pamella was 
doing. 

So, they decided to destroy her. 

That is my theory, it is by no means 
the last word. That can only come 
from Pamella herself. 


Rahul Singh’s personal photograph of Pam a tew months ago 




JitendraArya shot her as a model then. And has seen her stuff now 



P amelia, then in her early twen¬ 
ties, had come to me for a photo 
shoot for the Fmina cover. This 
was around 1^79 when I was working 
for the publication. 

While shcwting, 1 commented on 
her shapely legs, which are rare in Indi¬ 
an women, and she promptly hitched 
up her skirt so that I could photograph 
her legs. 

After 1 finished with the cover shoot 
I broughtout a red Rajasthani ghagara- 
choli—part of my props—and some 
ethnic and chunky jewellery. She 
came across as very friendly and easy 
to photograph and I shot three pictu¬ 
res in that session for my own portfo¬ 
lio. In spile of my mania to number 
every transparency I shoot, surpri¬ 
singly, Pamella's pictures lay unnum- 
ber^ for quite a few years, till she sud¬ 
denly .shot to fame. 

Many of my mtxiels have shot to 
unprecedented fame likel’amella. 
There was Zeenat Aman who went on 
on to be a cine.star and later on, Kimi 
Katkar and the model, Phyllis 
Mendes. But not none of my pictures 


has received exposure as vast as 
Pamella's, not even Nehru in Kashmir 
or the one of Ava Gardner topless in 
Africa. 

For 10 years the transparencies did¬ 
n't seem to be of any consequence to 
me and 1 had all but forgotten about 
them. When reports and pictures start¬ 
ed appearing in the press about her ] 
'scandals' with eminent foreign perso¬ 
nalities I remembered the pictures. 

i 

I had felt she did not 
have the qualities to make 
it as a top model and now 1 
hear she is rated as a very 
good photographer. From 
what I have seen, I feel 
they cannot stand on 
their own merit They are 
‘good* only because they 
have been shot by her 

Though they were not catalogued 
my visual memory helped me in find¬ 
ing the three ghagara-choli pictures. 

I have a very goexi agent in London 
whom 1 called up to inform about this 
discovery and a few hours laterj was 
arranging to parcel the pictures to him. 
In the following weeks most of the 


major iwwspapers, tabloids and maga¬ 
zines in Britain displayed them. PuUi- 
cations all around the world from Nor¬ 
way to Israel splashed the pictures. 
They were a hit, I suppose, because of 
the ethnic element. The other photo¬ 
graphs published earlier show^ 
Pamella wearing Western outfits, but 
mine showed her Indianness. 

In fact, 1 had asked leading Indian 
magazines if they wanted these pictu¬ 
res even before they were out in the 
West, but the editors did not show any 
interest. Other than Debonair and Pun¬ 
jab Kesari, who bought the colour 
prints for Rs 25,000, the others mostly 
reproduced Pamella's pichues from 
foreign magazines. 

I am told she is under the impres¬ 
sion that I am making a lot of money 
by selling her pictures and she has quo- 
tra amounts which are absolutdy ima¬ 
ginary. I would only say that I have 
made enough. 

I have not seen her since, though 1 
would have liked to meet her wten 
she was in Bombay as a photographer, 
I think, about four years back. 

1 had felt she did not have the qualit¬ 
ies to make it as a top model and now 1 
hear she is rated as a very good 
photographer. 

From what I have seen, namely, her 
pictures of Hindi movie stars and gla¬ 
mour personalities, 1 feel they cannot 
stand on their own merit. Tlwy are 
'good' only because they have been 
shot by her. 


Pradeep Chandra chanced upon her in his boss' room and was not 

impressed by what he saw 



he door to my ex-editor Priti^ 
Nand/s cabin was ajar. So I' 
breeze in. Finding a tall, but 
nondescript looking woman in the 
room, I decided to retreat. But Nandy 
stopped me in my tracks, saying that 
he was in any case looking for me. 

The wonum turned out to be the 
famous,or should I say infamous, 
Pamella Bordes, the Christine Keeler 
of the London society of the Eighties. 


A woman who was caught in a 
maelstrom of scandal. A former Miss 
India and glamour puss, she looked 
ordinary in the plush Sunday Observer 
environs. 

Introductions were completed. The 
photographer in me was alert, the 
viewfinder targetted her, but found 
that she was b^eft of sex appeal. 

Pamella was in the city on an assign¬ 
ment for a firang |Mper to shoot film¬ 
stars like Amitabh Bachchan, Dimple 
Kapadia, Rekha ef al. Realising fiiat 1 
was the photo editor of the Observer 
grpup of publications, she asked for 
my assistance. 

Sje wanted some of her black- 
and-white rolls processed in our dark¬ 
room. and get aW gettii^ some con¬ 
tact sheets made. Further, she lament¬ 
ed on the quality of colour processing 


and asked for the best place in the dty. 
Once she came to my room, I discover¬ 
ed that she had excellent equipment; a 
Nikon F4, lights and lenses. However, 
on talking to her, it dawned on me that 
she was proficient with auto-focus 
cameras, but didn't have a clue about 
lighting vis-a-vis flash metres, and so 
on. 

She was also rude when one of my 
colleagues approached her fora pictu¬ 
re. She was v^ abrupt, and shot 
back, "You want to sell my photo¬ 
graphs and make money.* Wreover, 
she was very contradictory in nature, 
publicity hungry on one hand and 
offensive with photographers on the 
other. 

Since we had a page called 'Gallery' 
in the Observer, Nandy decided to use 
her photofeature there. For this pur- 



hile in the city [Bombay], she dropped in 
regularly to see my boss. As such, she came to see me 5“”% Most of the stuff was 

as well, but I never really saw the pictures of the swdSght^wdi^re 
filmstars she had shot.... Fickle-minded, rude and a . pe?pJe evince 

bad photographer, that is how I remember her Image. shorof 

apf^ared in Asiaweek, which she saw 

pose, I shot some portraits of hers, not had shot. Most of what I saw dealt while she was in the ^uth. She rang 

thatl was very keen. But a .small photo- with street people, closeups; sharp, up to say, "Danke". However, when 

mph of hers was required for the but not she returned, she mentioned that 1 

feature. a single frame could be described as shouldn't have given the pictures to 

While in the city, she dropped in having great lighting or composition. Asiaweek! 

regularly to see my boss. As such, she Later, she travelled to the South, in 

came to see me as well, but 1 never real- the main Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Sri Fickle-minded, rude and a bad pho- 

ly saw the pictures of the filmstars she Lanka. She would send her rolls back tographer, that is how 1 remember her. 



Shobha De herself modelledfor Pamella the Photographer recently andfound 
that ‘the papparazzi ‘sfavourite pouting pussycat’ remains a wannabe 


I was totally disarmed by Ms Bor- 
des. I'd expected a siren. Instead, 1 
found an awkward schoolgirl. 1 
understood her nervousness later. Ms 
Hordes (better known as Ms Bawdy) 
was busy playing photographer. She 
had "take me seriously" written all 
over her. 

And, believe me, I very much want¬ 
ed to. 

There was a desperate edge to her 
approach which gave her the sort of 
vulnerability 1 generally find irresisti¬ 



ble. It also gave her away. She'd lugg¬ 
ed all her heavy equipment with 
her—fancy lights, cameras, lenses, 
exposure metres, reflectors, the 
works. And she was keen on proving 
her credentials as a pro. 

Why not? It would have been mean 


T 

JL he girl was dearly 
no sharp shooter. But 
was she sincere. She 
showed me the polaroids 
[test shots]—they 
weren’t bad at all. 
But then, nor are the 
snapshots clicked by my 
kidis on their nifty little 
all-purpose automatics 


with pricey gizmos. If I hadn't known 
her identity! wouldn't have recognis¬ 
ed her. 

I watched as she set up the lights. 
She did that efBdentlv enough. Then 
she loaded her Hasseiblads and lo<^- 
ed around for a suitable location. 
There was very little conversation and 
she frowned seriously as if in deep 
concentration. 

My heart bled for Pam the Precious 
(or should that read Pam the Sham?). 
Was this the sexy wench who'd blitzed 
British tabloids not that very long ago? 
The one who was described as a 
worthy successor to Christine Keeler? 
The dusky beauty who'd been on the 
other side of the lens posing for the 
world's top photographers? The pap- 
parazzi's favourite pouting pussycat? 

1 had to pinch myself to believe that. 

She set me down on a settee and pee¬ 
red uncertainly into the viewfinder. 
She took a few polaroids to check the 
lighting. In between, she consulted 
her handy Hasselblad manual— 
something wrong somewhere? One 
stop over? Or under? The girl was 
clearly no sharp shooter. But was she 
sincere. 



From the personal album of Shobha De 


and unfair on my part to dismiss her 
as an amateur .without givii^ her a 
chance. 

Her face was devoid of makeup. 
And she was dad in what I supp^ is 
her working gear—bicycle tights and 
a shapeless foootball T-shirt. The only 
concession to fashion was a trendy 
black baseball cap with moving afumi- 
nium figures on it. She could have 
been any old girl tinkering around 


She showed me the polaroids— 
they weieh't bad at all. But then, nor 
are the snapshots dkked by my kids 
on their nify little all-purpose 
automatics. 

Poor Pamella. At one time in her life 
she was rudely dismissed as a wanna¬ 
be high-dass hooker. And now she is 
receiving simUar reactions ^ a photo¬ 
grapher. Once a wannabe, always a 
wanirabe, huh? ■ 
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OF ‘HANDIA’ 
AND SCOTCH 

Thakurani, a little knoum village in Orissa's Keonjhar district, boasts of a 
peaceful coexistence of deep rural culture and urban sophistication. 

Kingshuk Mukherjee was there 

T hakurani is a village of peculi- of iron and manganese ore rush in and Truckdriver Haroon's son Mushtaq, 
ar paradoxes, away from civi- out, their whistles breaking the peace, and highflying businessman Marwa- 
lisation, yet in the midst of it; A metal road from the station mean- h's son, Duleep, arc great pals here, 

urban, yet rural; backward, ders through fields of paddy and Barbil has just one main road, that 

yet stocked with the most modem mustard, rises and fatls, stops at a rail- stays within the town for not more 

amenities of life. way crossing and finally stumbles into than a few minutes and then scampers 

Barajamda is a small station half Barbil. A town with a population of off towards Keonjhar, the district 
way between Jamshedpur and Rour- over a lakh, Barbil is the local market headquarters, just beyond Barbil Tal- 
kela. A lone passenger train puffs in and one can buy anything here, from kies, the town's only rundown cinema 

every day with its fused bulbs, stolen trucks to turnips. hall full of bugs and people high on 

fans, gouged out windows and leaky The population is the floating sort— handia, the road branches off, a dirt 
ceilings. drifting in and out. Like anywhere track full of potholes leading to 

Barajamda, though a cute little else, here too, rich and poor rub Thakurani. 

place nestled snugly amid hills, is a shoulders. The town boasts of just one Uphill and downhill, rough and 

busy station. Goods trains with loads school—Saint Mary's Convent. tumble, a steep roller-coaster descent, 

one more steep climb and over the 
X crest looms the red Thakurani hill, the 
dead end. The hill dwarfs neat rows of 
houses and sprawling bungalows, 
clumps of trees, a bald playground, 
dilapidated tennis courts and a peren¬ 
nially busy railway siding. 

Once this hill, too, was green. Only 
after mining began did it change com¬ 
plexion. Much of the forest cover on 
the hill is gone and only moth-eaten 
clumps remain. Even as you stand 
near the tennis court, the distant 
whine of drilling machines and 
groans of labouring dumpers can be 
heard. 

Otherwise, the silence is deafening. 
An occasional jeep, billowing clouds 
of red iron dust, lazily drives past. As 
one crosses the school, one wonders if 
the tin roof will survive another mon¬ 
soon. Children, indifferent, cackle in 
the yard. The Tricolour droops listless¬ 
ly from a rusty flagmast in the middle 
of the yard. 

This side of lludcuFani boasts of a 
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modem, urbane lifestyle. Spencer 
Club, a remnant of the Raj, no longer 
has Scotch-sipping, pipe-smoking, 
red-skin sahibs tanning themselves 
over a bridge game. 

Only brown sahibs come now, their 
over-dressed wives and spoilt chil¬ 
dren in tow. While they fill themselves 
■with desi Scotch, their wives gossip 
over a game of rummy. Modern living 
at its peak, air-conditioners spout hot 
air from some select bungalows, the 
shrill whine of washing machines is 
not rare. Blues and Baha Sehgal blare 
from some homes. 

M ovies come to town once a 

week— Tuesdays for affsars and 
Mondays for tabus and miners.'As the 
5-pm hooter signals end of work on 
Tuesdays, those living in the 
bungalows get ready for movie-time, 
usually 7 in the evening. Children, pro¬ 
testing loudly, are made to rush 
through their sch(X)l lessons and hassl¬ 
ed wives make sure that the chajHitis 
for dinner are ready before they leave. 

The verandah of the hurra sahib's 
residence, Thakurani's own version of 
the Raj Bhavan, is converted into a 
makeshift cinema halt. Six gaudy woo¬ 
den chairs, painted a virulent shade of 
green, kxik down snobbishly upon the 
neat rows of tin chairs. These seats are 
exclusiw, reserved for the hurra sahib, 
his two deputies, and their bihi/is. 

Avid movie-goers pull up tin 
chairs, the lights dim. But the Him 
docs not begin. The hurra sahib is still 
not here, and come what may, the pro¬ 
jector will not start whirring unless he 
shows up. 

And once the show starts, strictures 
are passed on children: sit tight, no 
laughing out aloud and no clapping. 
Even fight sequences where heroes sc 
make mincemeat of villains arc not to 
be applauded. 

The same film is screened for plebi- 
ans a day before on a large Held, more 
like a desolate moonsca^ strewn 
with huge boulders. As soon as the 
sound box crackles to life, hoots, 
whistles and boisterous clappings 
begin. Then, right through, the crowd 
sobs with the hero's mother, laughs 
merrily with the earthy comedian and 
becomes hysterical when the villain is 
reduced to pulp. 

A company security guard doubles 
as projector operator and is often lost 
amid the jostling crowd. Vendors 
bring dainties—all kinds of fried 
stuC sweets of outlandish colours 
and, of course, the inevitable handia, 
lots of it. 


A hill stream, which goes dry dur¬ 
ing summer, forms the border bet¬ 
ween the village and the township. 
Hemmed in by trees, the village is well 
off with red mud huts and tiled roofs. 
Most villagers have their own strips of 
land, while others come to work in the 
mines. 

As night falls, a fire is lit, handia 
flows and men and women dance to 
the beat of drums. The/hythm is slow 
and monotonous, so are the songs. 

The steps, too, are the same. Arm in 
arm the women, sarees tightly wrapp¬ 
ed around them, dance round and 
round the fire as their men play the 
same beats on their drums over and 
over again. 


crumpled steel, rushes in witti a snake- 
bitten patient foaming in the mouth. 

Treatment here is impossible, for 
there are no vaccines. Tne doctors cal¬ 
mly tie up the wound tightly and tell 
the ambulance driver to step on it and 
speed off to Noamundi Hospital, a 
few kilometres away. Poor equipment 
and lack of medicines notwithstan¬ 
ding, this hospital is the lifeline of 
Thakurani. 

TTie one place where the two worlds 
of Thakurani meet is the market, the 
haat. Memsaabs swoop down with 
their domestic help. Fresh fish, vegeta-; 
bles, chicken and fruits can be bought 
cheap here and the quality is good. 

Colourfully dressed adivasi wennen. 



T he village is a world apart, so close 
to modem living and yet so cocoo¬ 
ned in tradition. It is not that the . 
people do not come to the township. 
They do, but only to work in the mines 
and at times when they fall ill. The 
witch diKtors, ojhas, still have many cli¬ 
ents in these villages. Black magic and 
occult practices are not uncommon 
and the Bongo (tribal deity) is still reve¬ 
red and worshipped. 

Across the stream, the company hos¬ 
pital is a madhouse. Dogs stroll into 
the operation theatre and three doc¬ 
tors dole out strange mixtures. This 
coloured water is a 'cure' for eve¬ 
rything, from malaria to cholera. 

For these doctors, it is an impossible 
situation. The ambulance, a mound of 


red flowers in their hair, idle under 
trees; others buy provisions; their 
children, mostly naked, nagging them 
for sweets. Memsaabs scrupulously 
avoid one comer of the market—the 
handia joint. 

Time stands still in Thakurani. Over 
the years not one new house has beoi 
constructed, the potholed roads are 
the same and the faces are unchanged. 

December 6 means nothing here, 
nobody has heard of a gentleman call¬ 
ed Harshad Mehta, Narasimha Rao is 
that old man's face seen in newspa¬ 
pers when they do reach, inevitably a 
daylate. 

Thakurani survives on old ties bet¬ 
ween nnanand the mine. The West 
meets the East in a continuum of time. 
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□ Bejan Daruwalla 



Aries 

March 21—April 20 

Pilgrimage, 
collaborations, 
expansions of business 
and the opening of a 
new branch are the 
indications for Ariens. 
The Mars-Pluto union also points to 
loans, hinds, investments, securities, 
buying, selling, capital formation and 
passionate interludes. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

Think big, act straight, 
reserve your best for the 
big moment, and you 
will cull out a little more 
from this week. The full 
moon helps you in the 
directions of both romance and finance, a 
rarity. Those interested in transfers, 
job^hops and good relationships with 
colleagues will now succeed. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 


I,”' While bitier-sweet 

^9|| strains recall a former 
love, a n^ love waits 

restless, even fidgety, but stirs your 
creative juices at all leveb. Legal affairs 
could at^rb you. Legacy, education and 
socialising m^ it a hectic week. 

Cancer 

June21—>July20 

f '" The Satum-lupiter fine 
placing makes you 
exceptionally humane. 
Work pressures make 
you respond in kind, so 
J you will have a faster 
and livelier pace and style. Also, by 


f >1UI < < If Kl f; ui ■ tj'.Tsf i3^7»T sMVit i 


most things done and still find time for 
love. 




Leo 

July 21—August 21 

You emerge like a 
cicada, the tree-insect, 
and make a loud noise 
as the sun, your 
planetary ruler, 
juxtaposes superbly 
with benevolent Jupiter. Love, ventures, 
hobbies, speculation, socialising, an 
engagement or wedding bells, travel and 
long-distance connections are possible. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

Two trends are in sharp 
evidence: a) striving for 
perfection and 
willingness to innovate 
and, b) investing and 
site-selecting, buying, 
and selling, instaUiflg of machinery and 
gadgetry, house-moving or an office 
shift. These trends hold till November 10 
Work briskly. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

Best to be off to a quick 
rW?# start as the backlog will 

your sun sign. Western 

^—~***' - » ’astrolo^,cmild mean 

wedding-bells, close ties, business deals 
and a general feeling of elation. October 5 
and 6 should be eventful. A week to fuse 
work and love, 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

jhe Mercury-Mars 
, close conjunction in 
' your sign. Western 
' astrolo^, means you 

will have more money 
than you need, 
dtiemeys, fon^ connections, 
rendfonrtHiB, liaisons, romance and a 
search for futures new and green are the 
other definite trends. 


Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Your nerves and 
determination will hold 
out against all 
eventualities because 
the new moon is 
superbly placed in your 
solarscope. Strong attachments and links 
are fated. So also are expenses. Many 
Sagittariaiu will be intuitive and 
imaginative. 

Capric€n7i 

December 21—January 19 

■ ' Get to know facts, have 

Sk- inside information, take 

V care of expenses, gamer 

your resources and 
only then attack! Travel 
at short notice is not 
ruled out.,This week an important 
enterprise gets launched. Or, romance 
takes wings and you do some 
high-flying. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

Your psychic powers 
acquire a new high 
because the new moon 
radically changes your 
intuition and powers of 
intense concentration 
An important decision, however painful, 
has to be arrived at this week or the next, 
as holds immense possibilities for all 

of you. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

This is the time to hog 
jS^q^Er the limelight, steal the 
show, mate merry, 
marry or go in for an 
‘ affair. Lend and borrow 
money, as the sun is 

well-placed with Jupiter. Many Pisceans 
will show the artistic side of their nature 
and amaze themselves as well as the 
world. Accidents are possible. 



October JL* The moon-Mais trine means money, tsavd, 
fordgn cohnections-and tiee. Thbeein research, medidiie and 
miniag make the tmiik coiferB rglde. 

O^Pberdl*TtemeQB-’!lh«Mift}ui(tspcisina;meua:j^ltt^ 

wBl hdlCm niariiage,h)w,%uskNgs, Astiddp j^mdlorhiAefa 

posaSbk,sos;oinfmaiohWy« 

tMdbitrS: TteMa)E»44aicuty coidunct^ 

teadien, aurgeoits, adadid^ttaton, puols and jiHuinUsts get 

an extm boost. EjqnoniahiBthekeyword. 

OcilNito'd'Veiu»trin9stJdni|iandN«)ttine,soyouv^ 
pursiie your objecfihwvrithiiMMtHy and Safa, If ^ 


ntSiMttoaaMi 
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URN STANDARD 
CO. LTD 


I n 1771 ColSwinton^a retnied British Amy 
p^rsonnd, founded a makeshift worktop 
in the name of Burn & Company. Whai he 
left India, he handed over his business to 
James Rolt, a carpenter and cabinetmaker. 
Records show that Bum & Co wasinitlally 
situated on Cositullah (now Bentinck Street), 
After Rolt, his two assutants, Alexander &im 
and William Curie, carried on the business as 
partners. During this period, the business was 
styled as Bum & Cune (1812-181*)), Bum k 
Co. (1822-1827) and atoftier times as Bum & 
Co. 

Duriiw James Mackintosh's time (in 1824), 
Bum & shifted to 7, Hastings Street 

though it retained ftieCcisituilSl address tiD 
1830. During John Grey's tenure, die contpany 
undertook new wcark on the development of 
Railways in ipdia. Between 1851 and 18S»,it 
cftftained three contracts fr(M» the EIR to li^ a 
25-mile trade from Hooghly to Panduah. 

In 1848 and again bi 18K Grey purchased 
aotne land in Honwrahand start^a workshop 
and a foundry. He joined when ^potnpany 
buslneSB was restrktedto cabinet maidng and 
b^illdfog and by ftw tiftw heMt, it had 
develop as a business of builders, dvU and 
sMdianicalengtrieers, iron tounden and 
tmlway 

tofimuishtuvter Grey's assl^ant, James 
Newton, who Boafod ft asa ptitoc company 
for Rs S4K),000, Chiefly due to Newton's 


initiative. Bum 4c Co. erected the old AUpore 
Bridge in 1854. On May 7,1^, the company 
partners decided todropthesdwmeof 
ouilding construction mom its Howrah works 
owing to "ftnandal mismana^ment" 

^m 4c Co. continued to function from its 
offtces at 7, Hastings Street (this house was 
occupied by Warren Hastings during 
1779-1785) till Febmary WH/The history of 
the company is related to the history of India's 
fteedom struggle. The company is mentioned 
in Sister Niv^ta's letter to (3duia!e on 
September 20,1905 when its 300 derks struck 
work in support of thecouittrymen's 
revolution a^irut die Raj. Bum 4c Co. is evm 
mentioned in Tagore's Teen Sangi. 

In a Sj^n of 150 years, the company 
acquired dte nucleus of RaneegungeWcu'ks, 
the Durgapur Tile Works, the Baruuu* Bricks 
and Hie Syndicate Ltd, ftw Lalkothi Worlu, 
the Durgapur North Works, and Asansol, 
Jabbalpur and Salem Works. On February 1, 

1927, the partnership was sold to Acquin 
Martin am Sir Rajendra Nath Muldieijee. In 
fact, the latter's leadership underlined die 
conipany as a leadirig fadory trf India. His 
share was handed over to one of his two sonr^ 
Sr larendra Nafo MocAeerjee wlto nuuui^ 
dwconqwrytOltheGoveriumentcfli^ 
over in 1977and t^ged Its name toBom 
Standard. Thesketdt shows its Howrah works. 














NOW: All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days. 7 being Monday. 


INHiF^NATIONAL 


£ Amaletdain-DelM'CalcutU: 
Arr.(7):KL-875at0135 
£ Calcutta-Delhi'Amsterdam: 
Cto. (7); KL-876at0340 
Calcutta*Singapoi«: Dep. (4): 
SQ-42aatl310. 
Singapore-Calcutta: Air. (2)' 
SQ-416atl025. 

Dclhi^Alciitta-SingapoK: An. 

(I); AI-AHa at 1145; Vep. (1); 
Al-430at 1300; Arr. (5): AM28at 
0540; Dep. (5): Al-428 at 0650, 
Singapoie'Calcutta'Delhi: Arr. 

(5): AI-429 at 1625; Dep. (5); 
Al-429atl740. 

Singapore-Calcutta-Bombay: 

Arr. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100. 

O Singapore-DhaluHCakutta: 
Arr.(4).SQ-420atl210. 

9 Calaitta-Dhaka-Singapoie: 
Dep.(2):SQ-4I6atU30. 
Boinbay-CaIcutta>Bangkok-To> 
kyo: Arr. (5): AI-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) AI-306atl910. 
Tokyo-Bang^k-Calcutta-Bom* 
bay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :Al-309atl930. 
Caicutta-Bombay-London-New 
York; Dep. 12): A1-T01 at 0100. 
Calcirtta-Delhi>London-New 
York: Dep. (5); AI- 

429/AI-1S7/AI-101 at 1740. 

CalcutU-Bombay-Delhi'Londo 

n-New York; Dep. (6): Al- 

309/AI-111atl930. 

CalcuUa'DeUii'Londoii'Toront 

o; Dep. (5): AI-429/AI-187at 

1740. 

CalcutU-Bombay-Delhl-Paria: 
Dep. (6): AI-309/Al-147 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Rome-Ceneva: 
Dep. (.5): AI-429/A1-171 at 1740. 
Calcu tta-Delhi-Frankfurt-Paria; 
Dep. (5): AI-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Calcu tta-Bombay-Delhi-Paria-P- 
rankfurl: Dep. (2): AI- 
431 /Al-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): AI- 
309/AI-147 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4,5, 
7): lC-731 at 1^5; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314atl355. 

Banakok-CalcuHa: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7): 10732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6); 
TG-313all240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu; Dep. (1,3, 

5): 10747 at 1245; Dep. (1,6); 
RA-214al 14.55 


Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3, 
5)lC-748atl615;Arr. (1,6); 
RA-213 at 13.55. 

Calcutta-Dhaka; Dep (1,3,5,6); 
IC-723atl330;Dep.(l,5): 
BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7): 
BC.-092 at 1105; Dep. (4). BG-092 
at 2125; Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,7); 
BG-0% at 1920; Dep. (4); BG-096 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-724 at 1600; Arr. (2,3,6,7); 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4): BG-091 


at 0755; Arr. (1,5): BG-09t at 
-1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4): BG-095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. (6): 
lC-225 at 1230; Dep. (4): BG-6«) 
at 0835; Dep, (7): fc-698 at 1525. 
Chittagong-Calcutta: Ar. (6): 
10226 at 1450; Air. (4): BG-697at 
2045; Arr. (7); BG-697 at 1445. 
Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. 

(2); KB-105at 0805; Dep. (2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro: Arr. 

(7): KB-106 at 1005; Dep. (7); 
KB-106atl105. 

tt Sofia-Bahrain-Calcutia: Air. 

(4) :LZ-503atll30. 

A CalcuHa-Bahrain-Sofia: Dep. 

(5) ;LZ-504at0100. 

* MoKOW-Sharjah-Caicutta; 
Arr.(4);SU-5.37atl555. 


* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moacow: 
Dep.(4):SU-538atl755. 

$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok; 
Arr. (4); RJ-184 at 0705; Dep. (4): 
RJ-I84at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

Arr. (4): RJ-185 at 1450; Dep. (4): 
RM85atl550. 

Calcutta • Bombay - Sharjah • 
Abu Dhabi; Dep. a): AI- 
431/AI-703 at 0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
IK Dep. (2): AI-431 /AI-873 at 
0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Moeco 

w: Dep. (6): AI-309/Al-515 at 
1930, 

Calcntta-Bombay-Muscah E>ep. 
(2); AI-431 / Al-833 at 0100; Dep. 
(6): AI-309/Al-845 at 1930. 

Calcutta-Dclhi-Muicat: Dep. 

(5) ; AI-429/AI-841 at 1740. 

Calcutta • Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai; Dep. (2): AI-431 / AI-733 
at 0100; Dro. (6): AI-309/ Al-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi; Dep. 

(6) : AI-309/Al-2f5 at 1930. 


London-Delhi-Caicutta: Arr. 
(l):'AI-132/AI-682ani45. 

New Yoiit - London - Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): AI-112/Al-428 at 
0540. 

Paris-Frankfurt-Delhi-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1) AI-146/Al-682at 1145. 
Toranto-London-Delhi'Calcutt- 

a: Arr. (1); AI-186/AI-682at 1145. 
Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calcutta; 
Arr. (5): AI-756/Al-306at 17.30. 
Bahrain - Doha - Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5). AI-876/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta; 

Arr. (.5): Al-816/AI-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-OIcntta: Arr (5); 
Al-736/Al-428 at 0540; Arr. (1); 
Al-734/Al-682atn45 ‘ 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5) AI-806/AI-306 at 17.30. 


Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr 
(5): AI-«.56/Al-.306at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-826/AI-306 at 1730 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta: Arr, (5): Al- 
706/AI-306 at 17.30. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5):Al-826/Al-306atl730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-india 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); 

AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (6): AI-309 at 
1930. 

Bofflbay-Calcutta; Arr. (5): 

AI-306 at 1730. 

Calcutta-Delhi; Dep. (5): AI-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1): Al-682 I 


at 1145; Arr. (5): Al-428 at 0540. 


East West Airlines 

Calcutta-Delhk Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6); 4S 805 at 14.55 
Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 4S 806 at 1125. 
Calcutta-Cuwahati; Dep. (1,2,3, 

4,5,6); 4S 812 at 1155. 
Guwahati-Calculta; Arr. (1,2,3, 
4, .5,6): 4S 811 at 1425. 


Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): D2 103 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (dally)- 
D2-102 at 0915, Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) -D2104 at 2000 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agartala; Dep. (daily): 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (1,2,3,4,6, 

7) ; IC-743 at 1300; Arr. (daily): 
lC-742at 0940, Arr. (1,2,3,4,6,7): 
10-744 at 1530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 
7); IC-721 at 1215; Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-722at 1455. 

Calcutta-Bangalore; Dep. (1,2,3, 

4,6,7): IC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4,6,7): 10-772 at 1200. 

Oalcutta - Vishakhapatnam • 
Madras: Dep. (3,5); 10-542 at 
1045; Ait. (3,5): 10-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madrast Dep. (daily): 
10-765 at 1715; Arr. (daily): 

10-766 at 2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6); 10-777 at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6): 
10-778 at 2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
10-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daUy): ■ 
10-176 at 0915; Arr. (daily): 
10-274 at 1845 and Arr. (daily): 
10-175 at 0815. 

Calcutta-Port BMr Dep. (2,4,6): 
10-285 at 0540; Arr. (2,4,6). 
10-286 at 1020. 

Caicutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): 
10-263 at 0700 and 10-402 at 1720, 
Dep. G, 4,6,7): 10-261 at 1900; 
Arr. (daily): 10-401 at 1205and 
10-264 at 2155, Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
10-262 at 0800. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Dclhi: 
Dep. (daily): 10-810 at 0630; Arr. 
(daily): lC-809 at 1115. 

Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow • 
Delhi; Dep. (1,3,5): IC-410at 
1800; Arr. (1,3,5): 10-409at 2105. 


£ No traffic rights on Delhi-C^utta-Delhi 
& No tratik; rights on Bahrain-Ceteutta-Bshrain 
* No traffic rights on Calcutta-Sharjah-Calcutta 
9 No traffic rights on Caicutta-Dhai<a-Calcutta 
$ No traffic nghts on Caicutta-Bangitok-Calcutta 


Frinttidhetf is ^rt^gidarln^nAirUnes schedule. 
fUMvmer, subject to ckar^. Passengers are , 
cuM^toketptrttdK^mnouncements made by 
Indian AirHnes in ihepress. For assistance, they may 
contact fcity 2644X1262415. X25^. 

262657dnd262909. andfairportt 5529433. 5529637. 
5X;6t841,267007attd204433. Except from 45 and 46 
djiytt40fw«emral infi}rfmttion. 141 for 
reservations^ 142firrjlightarrivdlsand 143for 
' . 4 ,. departures. 









Calcutte-Implial; Dep. (3,5): 
K:-259at07«;Arr. (3,5): 10260 
at 1410. 

Calcutta - SUdhar • Imphal: Dep. 
a 4, 6 ,7); IC.255 at 0850; Atr. (2, 
4,6,7};IC-256atl340. 
Calcutta-SUchac Dep. (1,31: 
IC-253 at 0850; Arr. ( 1 ,3): 10-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta-Dibruaaih: Dq). (2, 4, 
6, 7); lC-201 at 1040; Arr. (Z 4.6. 
7):IC-202atl430. 

Calcutta - Guwahati - Diinapur 


Dep. a 4): IC-257at 1140; Aif. C, 
4):IC-258atl640. 
Calctttta-GnwahatL- Dep. 

(daUy): IC-229 at 1310, Dep. ( 1 ,3, 
5, 6 ): lC-711 at 0700; Arr. (dally): 
IC-230 at 1620, Air. (1,3,5, 6 ): 
IC-712atl010. 

Calcutta-Tezpur-Jorhat-Cal- 
cuttasDep.(2,4,6):IC-213at 
0900; Arr. (2,4,6): IC-213at 1305. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneawar - Nn- 
pur - Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5, 7): 
lC-769 at 1600; Ait. (3,5,7): 


lC-770at2l20. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneawar - 
Madiaa; Dm. (2,4): IC-544at 
1045; Arr. G, 4): lC-543 at 1005. 

VayutUwt 

Calcutta-Iamshedpur. Dep. (1, 

3,5): PF-717 at 0630; Arr. (1,3,5): 
PF-718at08.m 

* Calcutta-Aizawl-Aurtala- 
Calcutta: Dep. (1,3,5): PF-705 at 
0900; Ait, (1,3,5): PF-706 at 1250. 


Calcutta -Couch Behat- Bagdo- 
gn - Calcutta; Dep. (1,3,5): 
PF-7D7atl320;Arr.(l,3,5); 
PF-7D8atl70O. 

Calcutta - Agartala • Shillong; 

Dep. (2,4, 6 ,7): PF-TOl at 0630; 
ArT.(2,4,6,7):PF-702atni0. 
Calcutta - Aizawl - Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep. G, 4, 6 ,7): PF-705 
at 1140; Arr. a 4, 6 ,7): PF-706 at 
1530. 

* Technical landing at Agartala 



EASTERN RAILWAY 


QMW-KaltaibNt 

AnuttsarMaH 

BotnlMil'via Atahabact 

pDoivn (Now OeaiQ Eapren iAa 

Gaya-Varanaal 

Uies, ThuraA Sat, 
Amwed.Fti&Sun 

^berva Maw DelhQ Exiraaa via PMha 
0tN3,Wad Frt&Sun. 

Air: Mdrt, Tuaa, Thora & Sat. 

Rodham Expraaa via Qays 
Dap: Mpn, Tuea, Thursv PM &Sun. 
itrr,Tu8s. Wed, Thoia. Sat. & Sun.. 
R^AMniExprasaviaPatna 
Oep:Wed.&^t. 

Air;Prt.&Mon. 

MmgM (Jamniu-Tawl) Expraaa 

Tri-WWy 

Dap: Tuas. Prig Sat. 
Atr:Xue6.Wed,&Sat. 

Pwban^ial (Oomkhpui) lEapraaa 
Dap, & Air: SmO. Mdo. wad 4151 
Om fixpraaa ve Gtrand Chord 
Udyan Abha Toofan Expreas via Main 
<Uw 

oaVM iJbtwta ibipraaa via Mam ttne 
QorahhpurEKpnaa 
MWhdaExpi^Ma 
Kamiup (iShiwahM^ Eapmas 
Hack Diamond. G^ross 
CoeiriMdEiqmaa 
AaanaolExiiaMa 
tMndpiurEapreaa 
Nodh Bihar Eapraaa 
Oep; Wednesday 
Arr; Friday 
Jambipur Expraaa 
Bbhtliiilhatan Expraaa 
CPilRibal (Qwtfor) Gxpmaa 
, Oe^'Sat&Sun. 
jfimTtiasgWad. 

.Bh^Bndora) Expraaa 
0«>:ttxjagwed. , 

Am'SatJiSun. 

BhaMbax^ (OwpanDExpaMM 
OtHtntnd^AffBCantL) Btpraaa 
ThurwlBy.orty 


Saakiah 

T aa wa T amaBtpraaa 

Oip:Mon,.FMg8un. 

Air.WM,frt«Sun 

C aa H id hgMB i 

Dalil Cxplbaa vtoMaln Urw 



dampid-tawiEapaMa 

:- bl |i(i hat aM»BI Bff raaavteiffiaux)p 


On . 

■7-48 i$fi. 
7-85 3008 
. IS-IS 9004 
•17-00 ^ 


17-00 2304 


10-45 29012 


i2-S0 2300!' 


11-35 . 3074 -'. 


44W-5048, 

7-lSO 9010 
♦8^15 3008 




Up nmp 
6009 20-48 
6002 18-20 
2860 12-319 
8094 IQ'IB 

2841'^4-% 

8911 '28^' 


Htfinirak 


Bo n t bay W all via Nagpur 

ONaiyritlBpnitipiAGxprm 


KurliE)BaaaaWi14a0pur 
C o r o m d a d a U M ad r a a) Expraaa 

viaCutWik . 


' ,15-30 

mo 

S-20 

ii-t» 

3040 

3020 

. 5-00 

3iM2 

,6-30 

6660 

21-26 

33.18 

' 10-30 

3030 

8-45 

3036 

5-50 

3032 

11-35 

am 

6-30 

3ffTZ 

15-40. 

•got® 

7:15 

1160 

. its 

.ph 

■ 4-5^ 

3^8 

7-15 

1182 

Tlnw. 


6-30 

.9i4e 


0013 if-ag 
6011 «-55 
8005 3)<00 
8015 21-30 
aoor 22-00 
8400 1)H>0 
2621 4p:iO 
6078 23-20 
8045 10-S0 
8017 IB-45 


6322 22-35 


Pap:tUjia'' 
Afe’Btxi. 


Thpa On 

7- 00 6004 

8 - 10 800) 
15-18 zm 

S-19.8033: 
1^15, 8028 

12r00’ 2842 

10-'45 6312 


6314 22-35.; 


6316 22-35 


JlMdhf ttelii 
Pud E iaa r ata via Cuttack 
.JagamwIH^iatg.'ExpraaaviaNarai 
OhatM (Bhubanaaaw) Expraaa 
TbnpattEhpraaa 
. E a B Coaa t 54»darabad) Expraaa 
Rwpp&Expraaa 
OapiBccaptSaturday ' 

An; Except Sunday.- 
OiMiiPhall-Hawnib-Trivamfrum Cen- 
tNi Expraaa Monday only 
Tri«ahdiumBwlnt->.H6w^ 
h a Eto tpra W 'SialurdayorW ' 
QaebthHiabWlXMndniJ** Qiuwahatl 
Waakiy Cxpwaa bie Visakhapatnam & 
Hcawat# Thursday only 
QuunMH .- ISoeM HaAour Termlnua 
.'Waak^ fiifiraBaiti^Howffm & 
patnarni Satbrday only 
^ooMp HBlMMir Tanninua Expraaa 


22-15 — 

13-45 6321 


13-45 6313 


13-45 6315 


■ ■ bapsWiSm. 

-AffiToai. ■ 

.22-BS duiMMitt ' Bamgalara OHy Weakly 
'GMpMaa HtnyrahAC^^ 

' ’■ .:,.iwsclft)ot% .S'. '■' 

14-'10 h mmiia d 'Ikiillrahad' Waakiy 

Eiqinwa(iAHo«Fih&fX(nacl9.lil^^ 
. on^ 


8-45 .3144 
7-15.' 3112 
20-35 5658 
,5-15 .3iS4 

. 15 - 60 , . 311 ^ 
12-SB 3135 


13-46 6519 


BIWff^i^idiaidtlwdkiakMormaiianitfBea^ 

la i tu ,0lm»mitMU4a-B449rin<ombv 
tm far«i*itiniWB,lB! «prii r aiH B paxBBo na, ;2303M5-44 fS 
MdBiir MaiaaiMlB. BW on Ctelam 

aMiJnaiMSaMM.' iw ta r^ - 'irrina. - dial 135 and 
*" jpBipntyyai>ldaya*ntf8Areto2pmon 
.-amcitiiy WBaiddah: 
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UIZ 



R eams have been writt¬ 
en about the October 
Revolution—the Russian 
Revolution of 1917 which 
overthrew Czar N icholas 
n. But here's something on 
a different 'October'; the 
October War. 

The October War was the 
Arab uanie for the Arab- 
Israeli war in October 1973 
Egyptian forces crossed the 
Suez Canal on October 6, 
when the Israelis were cele¬ 
brating the Feast of the 
Yom iSppur. The Syrian 
army joined the Egyptians 
and threw back Israeli for¬ 
ces from the Goaln 
Heights. The war lasted 
three weeks, in which time 
the Israeli army pushed 
Syrian forces back into 
Syria and crossed the Suez 
Canal, encircling an Egypti¬ 
an army m the process In 
the aftermath, diengage¬ 
ment treaties wew' signed 
by Israel with Syria in 1974 
and with Egypt m 1975. 

The Israeli withdrawal 
horn Sinai was completed 
in 1982 after the 1978 Israeli- 
Egyptian treaty. 

And what of the October 
Revolution? 

A long period ot repres 


QUESTIONS 


Sion and unrest compound¬ 
ed by the reluctance of the 
Russian people to continue 
to fight in World War I, led 
to a senes of violent con¬ 
frontations whose aim was 
to overthrow of the existing 
regime. In March 1917, 
strikes and riots in Petro- 
grad (now Leningrad), sup¬ 
ported by imperial troops, 
led to the abdication of the 
emperor and thus to the 
end of more than 3(X) years 
of Romanov rule. The Octo¬ 
ber Revolution was carried 
out in a nearly bloodless 
coup by the l^lsheviks 
imder the leadership of 
Lenin. Workers Councils 
(Soviets) took control in the 
major cities, and a cease- 
hre was arranged with the 
Germans. A Soviet Consti¬ 
tution was proclaimed in 
July 1918, and Lenin shift¬ 
ed the capital from Petro- 
grad to 

Moscow. The Russian Civil 
War continued for nearly 
three more years, ending in 
the supremacy of the 
Bolsheviks and the forma¬ 
tion of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics. 

Su)it Ghosh on the 
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Wfmii 0 the VuMha 
Manaeupret 
KwmrGoetfCfpGoel 
SomEntemrieee, 
Makkum Road, 
TinmkUi46) 


The methods of chewing 
gum, eating, 
mallowing, or gauming, 
holding the nose and 
Idawing with the tnouth 
ciosed, advised to 
passengers to keep the 
ears clear during flights. 


second all-lndia Flocon 
Steel CJuiz- 

"This unique quiz which 
has captured the imagina¬ 
tion ol executives in the 
steel plants was held this 
year in Bokaro, Bhilai, Dur- 
gapur, Vi/ag, Rourkela, 
Bombay and Delhi. The 
winners for each of these 


regional finals (along with 
the holders, Tisco Cucutta) 
camped in the capital for 
the national finals. 

"Before that, for two 
weeks, 160 teams tried to 
find answers to 'steely ques¬ 
tions'. Besides JRD Tata, 
which other person does 
Rusi Mody admire? 

Mother Teresa. In the film 
Aradhana, what instrument 
does the heroine's (Sharmi- 
la Tagore's) son use to save ‘ 
his mother from being 
raped? A stainless steel scis¬ 
sor! Who designed the stad¬ 
ium roof at Flinders Park, 
Melbourne, where the 
Australian Open is held? 
SAIL 

"Presented by Indo Fla- 
gates and conducted by 
Derek O'Brien, the Flocon 
CJuiz was won on the last 
question of the night by the 
Calcutta tno from Tisco 
SAIL, Delhi finished 
second and Bokaro third. 
Mr S K. Bajona of the orga 
nisers declared that next 
year the final would be 
held in a steel city Which 
one? That's another ques¬ 
tion on steel!" 


' DWbatlscommontowidejam- 
ming, maiaz jamming, echo jamm¬ 
ing and bubble jamming? (Manash 
Talukdar, Calcutta 57) 

2) A Passage to India was written by 
E.M. Forster. Wlio wrote A Passage 
to England? (Noor and Namrata, 
Calcutta 17) 

A Who is a Saint Nicholas' clerk? 
^4anoj Kumar Mahanta, Jorhat) 

, 4 ) In aeronautics, what is'dra^? 
(Dipen Kumar Ghosh, Howrw 2) 

B) What is the hybrid of a gaur and 
.a domestic cow called? (NUanjan 
Bhowmik, Tinsukia 26) 

4 ) Who said recently, "You know 
how nasty it is that I am a mnitied 
woman Hid they are still caRlng me 
gay. I don't think it's anyone's biyd- 

‘ ni^.IfJhavese!Kwilhsnakes, 

* ’’ / 


should 1 sit down and. tell you thatl 
have sex with snakes"? (IQrti 
Mundhra. CBSA1) 

7) How was Albert DeSalvonickna- 
nwd? (Henna Parannum, Bareilly) 

8) Which famous person, shortly 
befene he was assassinate, remar¬ 
ked, "I do not want to die of creep¬ 
ing pHnlysis of my faculties. An 
assassin's bullet may putanend to. 
my life. I would welcome it"? 
Rajesh Kumar Agarwal, Randhi 2) 

9) Wl«t is vHimodtutB? (Farhat 
Abbas, Calcutta 17) 

What was so unique abouta 

S ilf baUhitlnFebn^ 1971 that 
e club that hit it was la ter present- 
Sri to theUniied States Golf Assoda- 
tkm museum? (Farouk Alam^ 
Morogaon® 


ANSWERS 


uem auER aof uoma 

HR VO tfoniqs 111 ^ SHU, ^ 

'RrauraaRAua 
aiR da8it|VM|> JKif aaopeoi 
Hifq (emjeu apRnuaA f9 sujWM 
-iRUH jo lumvXoiaUH 
iCdO{CMnpiqo!Rjotpt^ 

papim MOV'ooRRiRli 

• ■■ .:.ywy k 
















COMPUTERS 

THE 

NEWQUAUFICATION 


CHANORJi DATA SYSTEMS 


A complete 
house Computer 
Education 


Pfepdri-you toi ^{xiuy 


2WB, Tirachifld OuH SirMt 
cttoetToam 
0pp. MohamniMlAIPMk 
Plwn*: 38-7506 


Joint Enti'jiu.c Exoni '94 

( 'I,111'-..; >r. ^ rvl-.lii ,1. 


DtpantibtoPOsW 
ClnmomCoachiiig. 
RasuMs unMoimly sxcalletit. 

PTXMpactu8Ri.2S 
.Ca8h/M.O., Enroll now. 


Bh, 

C;)t f'’S;}.:)(uJ(,'iu Cf'll'-qr 


(MnniWorntMinoitf 
(mWiMyn Ruin onaik^ 8 
OpP:BMMn*ClnMiW, 

cwmii-n. 

Phm: T4-eM7 


Admission 



Admission 

Notice 


• Diploma in Commer¬ 
cial Art (wHh computer 
graphics). 

• Diploma in Interior 
Designing (with com¬ 
puter aids). 

• Diploma in Fashion 
Designing. 

• Dipbma in Personal 
Secretary. 

Contact 


Ceetek Office! 

Survdcjy Opt ii 


■ A:0JEAN;'. ^ 
PLACEMENT RBCX 5 RD 

, ' " (Onoe again !) 

FROM 

INSTITUTE OF|M>VANCED MANAGEMENT 

. For 1AM, .Mown MansgemHi CSoHafo,'|0&8Ci ^ananoM 

Sword ajw ti% Mwc. tiro pievioua years. Ais year too, alt itro lAM 
atudwia wire rediiked dmiigb tSap^ loterviemi by (be MUi. betrit. The 
eaiy diSsiabca, ibityaar la diw iba aiitdenUi gel diajaba ooaa Wiaiisdnt liaai 
{roaffiiaatfpn^ bcana ! la .maaigarkl cadra. Tbe pUcamaai aucceas rate 
refleoia lAIrTt werMpMn auadard of 'Educaihw A lyabiag * ia Hold ft 
Cattriag Maaagaaaiir. _ i 

l<)0» I^CEMEbfr» lAM ACHIEVES WHATOTHE3B5 DREAM. 

fOR nWMiAiidii.^ YBAW -Hom al mtewno manaoement xhfuima 

C»1MSB CIWMQ COytMCr: UK AB 486 SALTtAiro cmr CMJCVm tOOaM JMm .■ 
•|TTTJ8/4TS«»>yW«J2.'IWr'WaiT2. 


AgBtawdUOia fa diila ltro atlUMan. HeW * CaMriBa MtaMfanmt .Uiltwi Kiaetei 


'l ;ikiii^ India Alu-ad in iinti-i Mana^cinc-nl. 


THE INSTITUTE OF EXPORT 
MANAGEMENT. CALCUTTA 


48/2 Oariohat Road. Calcutta • 700 029 
(Gariahat Road-Hmduatan Park croaaino) Ph: 74 1647 


OIPLOMA/P.G. DIPLOMA IN 
FOREIGN TRADE MANAGEMENT 


nmm 



1, Crootad Lane Room No. 
108,1st Floor BalwKl Great 
Eastern Hotel Calnrtta-69; 
Ph. 243-0625/0416 


• Available 
AC/Non AC class¬ 
room on hourly/pro¬ 
fit sharing basis. 

• Tutors available all 
subjectsyiocalities. 

• Inten/iew training 
provided tor SSB- 
Defence, Civil, any 
job (fee after 
satisfaction). 

• Classroom 
coaching for IAS, 
CDS. NDA, WBCS. 
IIT, JEE, Banking. 
Only for WBCS both 
classroom and post 
al coaching. 


Institute of 
Competition 
& Success 


P-18-B/2, Garianat 
Road (South), 
Calcutta-68 
Dhakuria; 

Ph:473-2187/0812. 


'Career Care’ 


TheTolegra 

CLASSIFIED 

COLUMN 

On Education appealing 
on alternaie Sundays 
every month 
Advertisers intereUed may 
send then Advfriiscmfni 
12 days in ach am r in our 
head nffu c 
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Puja Shopping 


HOLIDAY IN 
KATHMANDU 



AIR TICKETS 
FOR TWO 


Peerless Baniar 
Announces 
Lucky Draw 

on all Cash Mftmo6OverRs.1.000/-till16thOdober,1993 
(Both on Cash & Hire Purchase). Now buy your electronic 
goods or home appliances from the one stop shop—Peerless 
Bazaar and try your luck to win fabulous prizes. 

1st Prize: Air Tickets for two persons from Calcutta to 
Kathmandu and Return. 

2nd Prize: One 66 cm. soft luggage. 

3rd Prize: One Pop-up Toaster. 

There are two separate sets of identical prizes for the lucky 
buyers from Calcutta and Siliguri-Peerless Bazaar. 


• 1, Chowringhee Square, Calcutta 700 069 ® 246-4663 
• Hill Cart Road, Siligun C 23877 
Winners will be irdormed by Regd A/D. Post 
during week commencing 16th October '93 



Gearing 

up 

for Puj a 

T he Pujas are round the corner. The 
weather ought to be clearing. 
Though till late September there were 
plenty of dark clouds and rain, one can 
hope the skies will become blue and 
dotted with fluffy white clouds by the 










Auvertisement heat 


time the Pujas are here. If you move a 
little distance out of Calcutta you are 
sure to see the 'kash' flower in the 
meadows. In fact once in a while you 
can see it in the city itself— in parts of 
the maldan, or the untrlmmed grass 
around the race course. The flower, 
white clouds and blue skies traditional¬ 
ly heralded the Puja mood in Bengal. 
Soon one would hear the dhakis rattl¬ 
ing up rhythms on their drums and the 
gongs and conch shells of Durga Puja. 

The Pujas used to be the time of the 
year in the rural Bengal of the past. The 
time for wearing and distributing new 
clothes and sweets, enjoying oneself, 
watching jatras, martial art tourna¬ 
ments and generally taking a break 
from the rigours of routine life. Married 
women generally returned to their 


parental homes for a holiday at thi 
time and In consonance with this gre\ 
up the myth that Durga puja symbolif 
ed the return of the goddess to her pai 
ents on earth with her children in tow. 

Puja shopping used to be quite 
thing in the past as well. One woul( 
have to buy clothes not on ly for the enti 
re family—which in itself was someth 
ing pretty big—but for all relatives am 
in-laws and also all servants am 
employees of the family. 

With the size of the family diminish 
ing in our time, the shopping list ha 
come in for a change. 

In this feature we highlight items the 
the contemporary Puja shopper buy 
and try to provide a guide to shops, mar 
kets and boutiques that can provid 
what they want at reasonable prices. 



^ardaan — 
j? true shoppers 
Taradise 


A 

xA. true one stop shop 
where the shoppers get the 
widest variety of their 
necessity at the most 
reasonable price with 
uncompromised quality. 


VARDAAN AC MARKET 


25ACAMAC STREET 
CALCirTTA-700016 
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The 

bright news 
is colour 


SHAILAJA VATSAYAN 

offers tips on how you should dress 
for the Pujas 



W hat's next after the sixties revival and grunge? 

Could it be the late fifties — v/hen “ladylike 
colours were combined with clean hard shapes. Today's 
hottest fashion movers and shakers — many of whom 
are too young to "really remember" the sixties have start¬ 
ed their own style revolution. They are the new kids who 
are reinventing high style. A baby-faced tribe (particular¬ 
ly in India) that's cutting, and curling and colouring up a 
storm on the fashion catwalks and stores. 



Adevilishfy 


tempting offer 


from Channel 4 



Pay R^378Tand take home the most 

exciting 51 cm remote control colour TV 
with all the latest features 
* Balance deferred payments subject to 
financial criteria 




19C Sarat Bose Road 

Calcutta700020, Phone:475>7l00/746849 
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Puja Shopl^ing Advertisement Feature 

Continued from Page 23 


It isn't just the Americans. Or the Europeans. This 
time, designers on both sides of the Atlantic — and well 
below it — agree that the brightest story this season is 
colour. Electric, almost technicolour, hues are appear¬ 
ing in cra/y quilt patterns or pileup of solids. Back home 
too, after years of browsing through earthy kitsch, the 
news is colour. Whether in a man's shirt or a lady's kurta. 

The designers are hoping their high-intensity colours 

— fuschia and yellow, purple and burgundy — will be 
king. The inspiration is in everything, from Chinese kimo¬ 
nos to MTV. 

The good news for Indian women that long has at last 
prevailed over short, whether in skirts or kurtas. One can' 
run down to the ankles, with a full gather and still hit a 
high note. The idea is to show a lot of shoulder and a bit 
of midriff instead. For formal occasions the cloth is chif¬ 
fon 'n' silk, but for the night out at the disco—jersey and 
if you have the figure to flaunt, lycra. Even trailing 
r Rajasthani skirts with jingling jewels and clouds of 'Esca¬ 
pe' can be considered raffishly trendy. 

The other big idea this Puja season is the culotte-suit 
(read cutoff pajamas with short kurtasj.The boutique 
Gossip has ^em by the dozen and in oh so many 
' colours and styles. It is also putting out the two-layered 
western-style kurtas with churidars. 

Though some designers are still giving the woman's 
ensembel the full treatment where embroidery is concer¬ 
ned, those on the uptake have moved on to patchwork 

— inspired by the folk traditions of Gujarat and Orissa. 
And you still can't go very wrong with kantha embroide¬ 
ry. Look into the boutique, Pan^ali for some exquisite 
kantha and tulsi-bead embroidered salwar suits. And for 
the voracious Puja shopper, Panchali is offering free 
costume jewellery on every kurta purchase. 

Discreet embroidery still hasn't lost its appeal though. 
But more and more designers are mixing it up with block- 
printed outfits. Take'n'Talk, for example, has a mind- 
boggling array of prints and embroidery on saris and 
suits. Now all their dazzle is also available in the kids col¬ 
lection and their recently introduced men's range. 





House 

of 

designer wear 

- Printed 

and embroidered 
sarees, 
salwar suits, 
kids' wear, 
men's shirts and 
bridal wear, 
dll under one roof. 

Exclusively ' 
designed and created by 

JCC _ 


imwim 

2, Russel Street, Calcutta-700 071 


STUAD/125 








The dream palace of ornaments 
made from pure guinea gold in 
modem design and with flawless 
craftsmanship 

We specialise in jewellery that matches 
festival fashions, wedding jewellery and 
lighter styles for everyday wear 


414/4, Anwar Shah Road Branch: 

Calcutta 700 045 94, Rashbehari Avenue 

Phone; 473-6916 Calcutta 700 026 

Phone; 762778 
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Puja Shopping 




•These days even small is big. Over-size and bulky, the 
handbags of the eighties were as tough-looking as power 
suits. No more. The latest designs are small, structured 
and feminine. What's hot on the classic side — perfectly 
proportioned circles and .squares that are colour- 
blocked in red, black, or emerald. Or if you are whimsi¬ 
cal, there are shapes inspired by antique perfume bottles 
and steamer trunks. 

As for the unmistakable, irresistable, outright fashion 
face — think 'nature', not natural. After two seasons of 
pronouncing the natural look, real colour (here we go 
again) is back in business. There is an abundance of 
scarlets for the mouths, as flamboyant as a hibiscus, for 
the eyes there is major cache of ceruleans and bronzes 
— as enthralling as a scuba diver's trophies. Dark lips 
and and smokey eyes make this season's seductive face. 

For the male peacocks too, say fashion designers, 
bright is beautiful. The fabric should be loose and light¬ 
weight, preferably linen. The silhouette is more controll¬ 
ed and relaxed. It is not really hip to be seen in those fla¬ 
res again. Avoid clutter. The ethnic twist could be in the 
form of embroidery, but if you are really thinking of 
style, go for handpainted symbols on shirts, kurtas, shaw¬ 
ls and scarves. 
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CLOTHES, SHOES, CROCKERY 

A shoppers guide 



le Pujas are only 18 days away! Is your shopping 
done? We early birds have finished ours and can offer 
j if you are starting your sortie today. Of course, this is 
to say that we know better than you! But even an 


expert can benefit from the experiences or views of others 
who have finished what they consider a fairly good job, 
what? 

I and some of my friends who have bought saris, salwar 
suits, readymade shirts, baggies, trousers, frocks and 
shoes and chappals, bags, belts as well as jewellery, 
crockery, and even some bedsbeets and towels on the 
side for the Pujas, have pooled our experience and now 
offer it as a guide to anybody who may be interested. 

If you are in a mood to make a blind choice of any of the 
shops we recommend you are not likely to be disappoin- 
,ted. Of course, we are not asking you to do so; but all are 
worth a visit. Our shopping pool is a very representative 
one. There are ones who have shopped for a family of 
three, ones for a family 10 and others for family, relatives, 
in-laws adding up to 25 in one case 40 in another! There 
are ones that finished their shopping in a day and ones 
that took upto a whole week to get it done. 

Before I go on to the shops themselves, let me tell you 
about the experience of a friend who thought she was 
very smart. This friend of ours (of course, she is now a 
much wiser friend!) last year decided to do most of her 
Puja shopping from the makeshift shops that crowd the 
pavements around Gariahaf. She bought a fairly large pile 
of clothes for herself, her children and even some items 
for her husband (who naturally would not be seen de.id in 
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a Puja shopping scrum) from these make-shift establish¬ 
ments. She even bought shoes for the children and chap- 
pals for herself from these — the hubby's footware zone 
being mercifully a prohibited area. 

When she showed the stuff to us they looked fairly okay 
though some of us pointed out that the brand tags were 
ones with which we were totally unfamiliar. I remember I 
had also brought to her attention the fact that some items 
like the shoes had brand names that were close imitations 
of well-known ones. But she shut us up by asking us to 
compare the prices with the stuff we had bought — they 
were almost half the price of ours in most cases. We were 
left wondering if we too should change our shopping 
habits! 

But it took very little time to prove that she had not got 
her mone/s worth. The son's sporty shoes displayed ugly 
creases that grew into cracks after a weeks wear and the 
.daughter could not walk about in her's since she felt her 
feet were encased in two floppy boxes that made her shuf¬ 
fle. The children's shorts, trousers and shirts split at the 
seams though they were far from being tight and some of 
our friend's salwar kameezes lost all colour after the first 
wash! 

The friend, of course, is now firmly back in our fold and 









as I have said before, a much wiser person! So it is general¬ 
ly better not fall into the low price lure of the little make¬ 
shift shops. One can get a good bargain out of some of 
these once in a whi le but for that one has to be a real cloth¬ 
ings expert—something very few of us can really claim to 
be. 

Among the cotton printed saris we bought were ones 
made by Varsha Saree. There is an attractive range of 
these available this year. They are durable, soft and very 
economical. The manufacturer calls them "the ultimate in 
cotton luxury". For varieties of Benarasis, Bengal silk, 
Balucharis as well as .synthetics like Garden and Vimal 
saris a good place to visit is Adi Rajiakshmi on Gariahat 
Crossing. You can also get trendy salwar suits, shirts, bag¬ 
gies, childrenswear and frocks here. For original silks of 
fabulous designs and an unending variety you can always 
go to Indian Silk House both on College Street and Rash 
Behari Avenue. Thisconnoisseurs'favourite hasan exqui¬ 
site range of saris which are exclusively designed and 
made from pure fabrics. 

One of the best manufacturers of original handcrafted 
traditional art silk saris as well as tapestry, silk goods and 
pottery is Manjusha. They use pure fabrics and all their 
items give you your money's worth. 

The Bombay Dyeing counters on Russel Street and Gari¬ 
ahat are universal favourites. They are good places to go if 
you want to finish your Puja shopping at one go as well, 
for they seem to have everything that you may want. The 
range and quality of this textiles and garments giant is 
legendary. If the counters are not convenient for you there 
is always its large dealer network. The items range from 
polywool suiting, Haiku saris, polyester blended salwar 
kameez fabrics to Vivaldi readymades. Then there are 



Pretty up for 
festtve «]ays 0oa 



This Puja make your pick from a 
whole range of exquisitely designed 
leatherware. Shoes for office, parties, 
business. Casuals. Sandals, Chappals. 
A variety of purses, clutches, slings, 
wallets. Travel bags, folios, 
briehases, .shoppers. B.igs for biking, 
cycling buckled to your waist. Bags 
for office,workouts, rendezvous and 
all types of small and big bags. Belts, 
watch -straps, footballs, jackets. 
Handsome items for the entire 
family. Choose Irom a range that 
reflects t.isie and style. 

CHAiriUAJA 











bedsheets, towel and furnishing fabrics— practically all 
one could want. A place where those wanting to find 
everything that they want for the Pujas under one roof is 
the Vardaan Markrt with its wide variety of shops and 
comfortably air-conditioned atmosphere. 


For shoes the group found two places both dependable 
and economical. The first was SreeLeathers on Lindsay 
Street, famous for its shoe melas. We found that corhpara- 
We shoes of other manufacturers were upto 100% to 
200% expensive. Along with their standard range of 
men's, women's and children's shoes, sandals and slip¬ 
pers, SreeLeathers plans to introduce an exclusive range 
of Emilian Shoes and matching bags from USA. The other 
was Charmaja they have well finished shoes, sandals and 
slippers, bags and belts at prices much below those of 
other makers. 

Many of us bought La<Opaia crockery. They have an 
attractive pearly translucence that comes from the special 
opal glass formulation through which they are made. 
There are dinner sets, tea sets, sherbet sets, cooking ves¬ 
sels, casseroles and even assorted items like flower vases, 
nut trays and ashtrays. What is more, all these are availa¬ 
ble both in sets and singly: a boon in case you want to step 
up your set or replace a broken item. 

You get light gold ornaments for regular use at very rea¬ 
sonable prices at Priyo Jewellers on Rash Behari Avenue 
and Prince Anwar Shah Road. They have gold sets, eari- 
nings, rings and necklaces in a large variety of designs. 
The heavy wedding ornament range is also very attractive. 

If you are planning to buy a watch or a clock as some of 
us did this time may we recommend S.H. Mumtazuddin 
of Radhabazar. They have been one the leading watch 
dealers since 1922. You get watches ranging from Rs 250 
to Rs 5,000 of more than 2,000 models here. There is a sp>e- 
cial Puja scheme on: you get a Sakura time-piece free for 
every HMT quartz watch you buy, — Busybird 
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A LOOK AT DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

Whoosh! 
It’s done 





T he human being has always 
dreamt of a time when machines 
would do all their manual work for 
them. Remember the crude device to 
feed the baby in the Charlie Chaplin 
classic 'The Kid'? The moment the 
baby bawled and kicked, a rope 
brought down the spout of a milk ket¬ 
tle into its mouth! Or the cooking and 
serving machine or carpet-eating 
monster of a vacuum cleaner in 'Chit- 
tyChitty Bang Bang?' 

Well part of the dream has already 
pome true and come true to an extent 
where it is coming in for criticism. 
The criticism may be on.the high pri¬ 
ces of certain devices like microwave 
ovens as put out by a cartoon some 
time ago. The cartoon shows a micro- 
wave oven on a dining table and a 
family with empty plates sitting 
around it. The head of the family is 
shown as saying "after we pay off the 
instalments we may afford to buy 
something to cook on it" or something 
to that effect. Then there is criticism 
on moral or philosophical grounds 
that the human race is becoming so 
gadget or machine dependent that it 


is losing its ability to do things on its 
own. 

Even at the time when gramphone 
records were something new, there 
were people who regretted that nobo¬ 
dy would to learn to sing or play an 
instrument anymore and that family 
musical evenings would become a 
thing of the past! imagine a time 
when the only way to listen to music 
at home was singing or playing it your¬ 
self or getting a family member or 
friend to perform! Criticism of the last 
kind is generally as edgeless as this.. 
The gramophone records, then the 
cassettes and finally the compact dis¬ 
cs have in no way deterred people 
from learning music. They have, on 
the contrary, made music more popu¬ 
lar than it would have been otherwise. 

What could one have against a 
microwave oven other than perhaps 
(as (he cartoon puts it) its price? ft 
takes away the sweat and grind of the 
kitchen and makes cooking a pleasu¬ 
re. Microwave cookers like the Opto- 
nica Great Chef can cook, bake, boil, 
grill, steam and reheat in minutes. 
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And to lop it all, food cooked in them 
is much safer and healthier than those 
cooked by older methods. They are 
easy on electricity as well, for apart 
from finishing the job in minutes, 
cookers like the Great Chef develop a 
power output of 140 to .700 watts 
from a maximum current input of 8 
amperes. The Chef has a powerful 
imported magnetron, a microwave 
beam stirrer for uniform cooking, a 
large cooking capacity and very 
importantly, child-proof safety locks. 

Vacuum cleaners are perhaps even 
more of a necessity today when doing 
a thorough Cleaning of the house oft¬ 
en means doing it yourself. Servants 
have a knack of pottering around and 
not doing much cleaning anywhere 
except the visible parts of the floor. It 
is, after all, not only unpleasant but 
unhealthy to live in unclean surround¬ 
ings with soot and dust circulating in 
the air around you. A thorough but 
quick job with the vacuum cleaner is 
perhaps the best answer. 

Washing machines are also an 
equally essential device. Washing 
clothes manually is a tedious job and 
takes up a lot of time that could be 
much better utilised. But there are 
clothes and clothes and they have to 
be washed. The average maid servant 
is a terrible washer and to give your 
clothes a proper wash you have to do 
it yourself. Whether you do it once a 
week or twice with the clothes you go 
out in, leaving the stuff you wear in 
the house to the maid, they take up a 
lot of your time and leave you sweat¬ 
ing and exhausted. Unfortunately this 
kind of toil does nothing to make you 
slimmer or fitter physically. So why 
go in for it? The machines do a tho¬ 
rough job and you have the choice of 
a range of semi-automatic and fully 
automatic ones to choose from. 

Refrigeraters have become an 
essential part of all urban and semi- 
urban households today and there is 
no need to point out why they are so 
necessary. Smaller appliances like 
toasters, electric eggbeaters and 
mixers-cum-grinders are also useful 
items that save you a lot of bother and 
time. 

Household appliances and elec tro- 
.nic ware like TVs, VCRs, music sys¬ 
tems and radio-cassette recorders are 
things many people will be buying 
around this time, the time just before 
the Pujas. Now, many may ask what 
makes one should buy and from 
where? Most of the well known 


brands of these items are fairly good 
buys bii* one should take the trouble 
of finding out if the item you are buy¬ 
ing has a proper service backup in the 
city. Brands with no service centres in 
the city may prove a problem once 
they develop trouble in or after the 
warranty period. Good places to 
buy all these items starting from 
microwave ovens, refrigerators, 
vacuum cleaners and going on to TVs 
and two-in-one tape recorders are 
Channei-4 in the south and Peerless 
Bazaar in the central part of the city. 
Channel-4 is one of the electronic 
goods dealers with highest sales in 
the eastern region. Their service is per¬ 
sonalised and the prices reasonable. 
They have several tempting hire pur¬ 
chase schemes. Under one of these 
you can take home an Onida washing 
machine by making an initial pay¬ 
ment of only Rs 18(5. The fairly new 
Peerless Bazaar is a one-stop custo¬ 
mer durable and non-durable shop. 
You can get about 400 kinds of pro¬ 
ducts here. Peerless policy holders 
gel special discounts on hire pur¬ 
chases. They have a special Piija offer 
as well: till Oc tober 16 there is a luc ky 
draw on cash memos for every pur¬ 
chase amounting to Rs 1,000. 


TVs and VCRs 
There are several brands of excell¬ 
ent TVs and VCRs m the market but if 
you are buying any now it would be a 
gcjod thing to have a look at the new 
Optonica range. Their remote and 
non-remote sets have several advanc - 
ed features such as use of advanced 
state of the art microprocessors that 
provide picture and colour qualify 
said to be three times that of normal. 
The maintenace of colour, contrast 
and brightness at optimum levels on 
the remote control sets (CS 5400, 
5115, 5126 & 5421 DX) is automatic- 
through a device called artificial intel¬ 
ligence (Al). This is an unique Optoni¬ 
ca feature. The Optonica VC-KS 
VCRs are the latest generation in 
video products. Apart from standard 
features such as auto head cleaning, 
the VCR drums are coated with enri¬ 
ched titanium, a space age metal. 
This resists abrasion and assures lon¬ 
ger lasting superior picture and tape 
quality. Optonica (Kalyani Sharp 
India Ltd.) has its West Bengal service 
centre in Salt Lake City. There are 
one, two and three year service con¬ 
tracts for TV sets only after the warran¬ 
ty period. — Sparks 
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HERE.HEREI And who to our wondering ayes Should appaar. I 
Santa hhnsaH. Which path leads St Nick to chimnay? 


WHAT HOI *Ho, ho, ho.* crM Santa, as ha Mt the North Pola. 
But a mishap with Ms sM causad him to ravarss his words. 
Whet did he say then? 

. MO MO MO. 


HOCUS-FOCUS 
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CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Theta are at least mt dlfler- 
sncos tot drawing details between lop and bottom panels How 
quickly can you find them? Check answers with those below. 


’lUAMMP 


aumuj R uieetM-e-Buissiui t| )|0eqiei|00d-g tuejegs) SI jsqurnN 
P SI URS X Jassuis si dm tea 'S -Buissiui r diuri issoueiena 


YUtE-TIEDX-WORDS 

Five five-ieller words complete 
this Yule-tied word square. That is 
to say, you are to hnd Kve words 
that read alike across and down 
according to these definitions; 

1. High-flying gent in red suit. 

2. To fuinish or decorate with 
ornaments, as a tree. 

3. Desert wanderer. 

4. What cidiccton may do with 
baseball card gifts. 

5. South American mountain 
chain. 

Remember, words read alike 
both across and down 

Time limit' 2 minutes 

MPUV 
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SCHOOL DAZEI Instruc¬ 
tion of the young has been a 
major concern of mankind 
down through the ages. 
Indeed, scrambled below is a 
saying apropos of educatkm 
that is attributed to EXogenes. 

Can you puzzle it out? 

That is too say, can you 
restore order to the words so 
that they make sense? 

It be^ns this way: "The* 
foundation of..." fSee if you 
can take it from there. 

.. yunuXs|i|i*iioi| 
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QUEEN 8IZEI Someone—Me tag on Mg Btool^—la puiHmSL 
Niek’a leg: 1—Rad. a—Lt Mue. 3 —VeBow.d-Lt brown. S>#toah 
tonee. »^L green. 7--Dh. broem. t-Ok. bhia. S Her e on. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using oil tho 
loHors In tho word bolew to form 
two cdmplote words: 

HOUSETOP 


THEN scoro 2 points oach tor all 
words of four leltors or moro 
found among fhp loifors. 

Try to scaro at least M peiats. 
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JIM DAVIS 




'MUIWAS> MMVITZ...NEVER WENT.TO 
The KACH without WEARINOt ^— 

SNOW RANT«'' yymm — ML" * 













•MVRNA FEEM,. FIVE-TIME WINNER 
OF THE m.ZrT COMPtriTUM" 




EARFIELP. WE RE WALKINCr ON HALUMIEP 
(jROUNP 
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List of Bloomers 



F orget'the fan magazine look, for- even at a quick thumbing, a hastily 
get the horrendous English or plastered job, 

Hindi ("illustrous" at least It shuttles from ridiculously irrelev- 

twice, and "titbits", and "saar" for ant items like, "10 Amitabh Bachchan 
"sar" (head) and a subhead like, "6 films with catchyf!) advertising slo- 

memorable dialogues"), forget the gans" {exclamation, their?) on the very 
sacrilege of spelling famous names first page to five items of errata at the 

wrcmg (Suhasini Mule, Sumitranan- end. 

dan Panth, Anuradha Paudhwal, Between these two sections, are 

Veeru Devgun), forget the prtwfing howlers like listing Ravindra Jain as 

errors (10 too many). Book of Lists: an "uncommon lyricist*' (for a music 

Amitabh Bachchan, edited by Joy director who writes mostly his own 

Dhattacharjya (Big Ideas; Rs 65) is, lyrics and even sings at least one song 


in each film of his) or omitting 
Clrandra Barot from the list of those 
who made their debut with an Amita¬ 
bh film (nothing less than superhit 
Don) or excluding Amar-Utpal as 
music directors who worked just once 
with him {Shahenshah) or calling roles 
of teacher, taxi driver, lawyer, army- 
officer and truck driver "unusual pro¬ 
fessions played", but not that of a pro¬ 
fessional witness, the only such role in 
Hindi Hints, in Imaan Dharami 

The book includes the blandest of 
quotes ("I admire Amitabh Bachchan 
and Kamal Hasan") from a nonentity 
like Jugal Hansraj in "9 things they 
said alwut him", but chooses to omit 
Manmohan Desai's unforgettable quo¬ 
tes referring to the Bachchan as being 
"from No. 1 to No. 10 in the film 
industry" and likening him to Haley's 
Comet, something which comes once 
every 76 years. 

There are other irritants for fans 
flicking through through a book like 
this: "4 actresses who have never act¬ 
ed along with or opposite him" (what 
is the criterion or cut-otf year used 
here?) or using a Rekha quote as the 
caption for a sjill from Khuda Gaivah 
showing him with Sridevi. 

Any book which has the audacity to 
call itself an "encyclopaedia", as an 
agency report quoted the publisher as 
saying, on the Bachchan does not have 
even a fig leaf to hide behind when it 
lists Vijay as "the record holder" as 
the screen name most often used (17 
films), proceeds to name only nine of 
the films, and then stumbles forward 
with: "...and so on." 

You dtm't spend Rs 65 to read "and 
so on" instead of the eight films you 
don't remember in a book of lists. 

Anil Grover 


More Than a School of Thought 


H ey good looking! 
Wanna perfect 
your catwalk? 

Well, there's hope for the 
belles of Ca Icutta with a 
modelling school to tell 
you just how mtich to sway 
and how much makeup to 
put on while you are the 
cynosu?? of all eyes. 

The Centre for Creative 
Modelling at 4 Chandni 
Chowk Stretrt in central Cal¬ 
cutta (3rd fkx>r; phone: 
2n-661<), 552-3709 and ask 
for Bisiwajit Bhattncharjee 
orT.K. Banerjee) offers 



16-class lessons like 'Cat- 
walk', 'Step r and 'Step IT. 

They have experts to 
guide you on health care 
and fitness, photo sessions, 
moods and expressions, 
makeup, print modelling 
and most of all, the cat- 
walk. The course fees range 
from Rs 800 to Rs 2,000. It 
may be fledgling, but the 
most important thing is 
that here, at last, is some¬ 
one who has felt the need 
for such a school in Cal¬ 
cutta and giving it a shot. 
Shantanu E>atta 






T H E P I C K O F T H E W E E K 




V I D K O S 


MBCtif ^DCMcDiaiMy’s Ugsetl 
•owid-stac* wlm* Julie 
Andrem flew thnMigh Maty 
Popidiit has becH magicelijr 
trenefanned Into an eerie lofe- 
«t wttb a haunted home, and a 
c emete i y. Here’s where the 
action unfolds in Mocm 

a faiiytale with three 
witches, three bids and a talk- 




But then look out, hangbiK 
nmide down from a branch 
are the hHariouslir wieked 
Miss Divine M and her cronies 
ahriekhv: "We’fl beback.” 
Robocop desi gn e r e ns ures 
roaHsUcally flay special 
effects and this one’s sure to 
be brooms worth a view. 


L I F E S T Y 1, H 
The Fa range is here: Manu 
factured domestically 
under lic¬ 
ence from Hen¬ 
kel Cosmetics, 
Germany, Fa 
Deo promises 
to be the one 
you've been 
waiting for. 

This world 
class detxit)r- 
ant is available 
in 'Flesh', 
'Beauty' and 
'Sport' variants 
in roll-on and atomiser 
forms. The roll-on (50 ml) 
costs Rs 50 and the atomi¬ 
ser (75 ml) Rs 80. You get 
the aroma? 


Domestic fizz: If you want to 

add more fizz to your cola 

then all you have to do is 

get hold of the Sodaline 



ingest Diivctad by Kemiy 
Ortega, children would love to 
hate MMier, Sarah Jessi¬ 
ca Parker and Kathy Naiiniy as 
the three Sanderson sisters 
who were hanged in Salem in 
1963. 

For them to be back in circu¬ 
lation a virgin must light a 
candle in that house where evil 
dwelt on dark and dank Hal¬ 

loween iright 
Sonw kids land 

updoingjust ^ 

'that prompting 
^threeto 
come back from 
the grave. 

AHhougbthe 
three vow to eat 
up the town’s 
children to stay 
forever young, 
there is more 
humour than 
honor here. The 
kids manage to 
steel watch 
“senior’s” spell 
book via the talk¬ 
ing cat Bhix. 


cold drink maker. Believe it 
or not, nowadays you can 
make your own soft drink 
right inside your own 
kitchen. The Rs 1,325 you 
pay for the contraption that 
includes polysilicon bottles 
(250 ml, 500 ml and 1 litre) 
and a carbonating cylinder, 
is not in any way exorbitant. 

The cost of such home¬ 
made soda works out to 30 
paise a bottle and if you opt 
for a .soft drink it is merely 
Re 1. The only hitch is that 
the gadget needs a gas refill 
after a year. But that's hard¬ 
ly a problem, right? So let's 
all get busy with the fizzy. 

_T A .S 1 I N (J S 

/lloomMie:ln CMtta, rtuw is 
the time for irtomi-gazing 
when the young and the oM get 
together under the same 
moonHgbt to feast and r^oice. 

The Tai Bengal’s Chinoise- 


FASHION 


rte is colebraiing this exotic 
occasion with flavours from 
authentic China.TheflshroH- 
ad in bacon is *¥10 yok yue 
quin’ steamed to perfection, 
while the shrMlded chicken 
and sesame sauce in Tung kai 
is month-watering. 

Come harvest the ricimess 
of the Autumn Moon festival, 
and as the sesame cake nwHs 
in your mouth, you’ll wish the 
season of bounty would never 
end. But sadly it does. Today. 
So hurry, make the best of H. 




The shirt of the season: The 
ruffle shirt is now a com¬ 
mon fashion dalliance 
among most designers. Just 

a single ruffle shirt can give 

a new look to your wardro¬ 
be. In fact, there are few 
among the best known 
labels who 
haven't includ¬ 
ed a swagger¬ 
ing shirt in rec¬ 
ent collections. 

You could 
make a stunn¬ 
ing entry with 
a swashbuckl¬ 
ing Three 
Musketeers 
cast or maybe 
make Puss- 
in-Boots 
blush a bit with 
your high c'ollars and 
gauntlets. 

In heavy duty cotton or 
creamy crepe or lacy jabot 
or delicate voile, it's a torr¬ 
ent of frills. Put on the man¬ 
nish dress shirt or the tie- 
fronted and ruffle-necked 
piece of easy kill. The best 
versions are, of course, a)t- 
ton, crisp and white. 

So, get feminine, sweet 
and more romantic than 
the past. 

,• ixtiP-iiiVAfbwKeilaU. 
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a Arbi or 

^huymi is 

among nwt 
vegetables. 
Ask most 

anyone and he would run it 
down. Truth is that all the 
same everyone not only 
ciK)ks it at home, but also 
savours every bite. There 
are countless arb/ delicacies 
which are regional or com¬ 
munity favcjurites. To give 
it its rightful place in Indian 
ccK)king, Team Rasoi—by 
now you all know that the 
team includes Pushpesh 
Pant and Kamindcr Mal- 
hotra—went to work on 
the 'rtxiter' with considera¬ 
ble enthusiasm and an 
open mind. The result has 
been a gem of a dish, which 
we chose to call Ghuyian 
Golconda, in tribute to the 
historic city which inspired 
our gravy. 

The other recipe. Ananas 
ka Muzaafar, is one of our 
favourites. 

Ananas KA 

MUZAAFAR 


INGREDIENTS 
Z-SO g / 9 07 Ra^mati rice 
.501) g / 1 lb 2 07 Sugar 
A pinch Nutmeg 
20 ml / 4 tsp Lemon juice 

1 g / 2 tsp Saffron 

2 drops kcu'ra 

5 Grtvn cardamom 
.S Cloves 

h Pineapple rings (frc'sh) 

.S drops Yellow colour 
60 g / .S tbs Pc.«i g/icc 
tclarified butter) 

Serves: 4 

Preparation time: I hour 
Cooking time: 4.'> minutes 

on 


PREPARATIGN 
The rice: Pick, wash in 
running water, drain and 
reserve in water for 45 
hours. Drain. 

The pineapple: Remove 
the skin, core, cut 6 slices of 
1 /2" thickness and then 
make 3/4" pieces.. 

The saffron: Pound with 
a pestle to break the flakes. 

The syrup: Pul sugar m a 
/j<uid;/pan, add 180 ml / 
3/4 cup of water, bring to a 
bc>il, remove scum, add 
lemon juic'e and continue to 
boil for 4-5 minutes. 
Remove and pass through 
fine muslin into a separate 


hnndi/pan. add nutmeg, 
stir, add pineapple and 
stew for 2-3 minutes. Stir-in 
saffron and kfwra, stir and 
remove. 

The oven: Pre heat to 

2.50''F. 

C;CX3KING 

Heat water (approx. 1.2 
litres / 5 1 /2 cups) in a 
/jfliif/i/pot, add the drained 
rice, cardamom, cloves and 
yellow colour, boil until the 
rice is just cooked. Drain. 

Reheat the syrup (low 
heal), add the boiled rice 
and remove when the 
syrup starts boiling. 


FINISHING 

Transfer the rice and 
syrup mixture to an 
earthenware oven-proof 
haiuii (or a shallow fas.sero- 
le), cover with a lid, seal 
with an atta-dough (or 
silver foil) and put on a 
fnicn/griddle over low heal 
(or in the pro-heated oven) 
for 25 minutes. 

TO SERVE 

Break the seal (or tear off 
the foil), pour ghee evenly 
over the rice in a steady 
stream and serve from the 
Itamii (or casserole). If rice is 
not fully c<H)ked, put on the 


Ananas Ka Muzaafar 





tau«/griddle (or in the 
oven) for a few minutes 
more. 

Ghuyun 

GOLCONDA 


INGREDIENTS 
24 Arhi (colacassia) 
Mustard oil to deep fry 
brinjals 

The gravy: 

120 ml / 1 /2 cup Mustard 
oil 

3 g / 11 /2 tsp Cumin seeds 
2 g / I Isp Black mustard 
seeds 

1 g / 1 / 2 tsp Fenugreek 
seeds 

1 g / 1 /3 tsp Kaloii}! (onion 
seeds) 

12 Curry leaves 

30 g / 5 tsp Garlic paste 

(strained) 

15g /2 1/2 tsp Ginger 
paste (strained) 

3g / I tsp Coriander 




Ghuyian Golconda 


powder 

.3g / 1 tsp Cumin powder 
3g / I tspTurmericptwder 
3 g / 1 tsp Red chilli powder 
Salt 

120 g / 4 o/ Tamarind pulp 

The golconda paste; 

75 g / 1 /2 cup Roasted 
peanuts 

50 g / 1 /2 cup Coconut 
30 g / 1 oz Roasted 
cashewnuts 

30 g / 1 oz Sesame seeds 
(white) 

250 g / 2 cups Onions 
Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 2 hours 
Cooking time: 40 minutes 

PREPARATION 
TTie flfbi.'Scrape, wash 
and pat dry. 

Heat mustard oil to a 
smoking point in a 
kadhaijwok, sprinkle a little 
water (to bring the tempera¬ 
ture down quickly, though 
this must be d one carefully 
or the splattering may 
cause bums), reheat, add 
the arbi and deep fry over 
medium heat until cooked 
(approx. 7-8 minutes). 
Remove to absorbent 


paper to dram excess fat. 
Strain and reserve the oil. 

The golconda paste: 
Remove the brown skin 
and grate coconut. Heat a 
/griddle or a non-stick 
frying pan, broil ax:onut 
and sesame seeds, separate¬ 
ly, over very low heat until 
each emits its unique 
aroma (approx. 3 minutes 
in each case). Peel, wash 
and roughly chop onions. 
Put these ingredients in a 
blender, add peanuts, 
cashewnuts and 180 ml / 
3/4 cup of water, make a 
smooth paste. Remove and 
keep aside. 

The vegetables: Clean 
and wash curry leaves. 
Clean, wash and chop mint. 

The tamarind: Put in a 
pan and cook over low heat 
until reduced by halt. 

CXXIKING 

Heat 120 ml / 1 /2 cup of 
the reserved mustard oil in 
a himdi/ pan, add cumin, 
mustard, fenugreek and 
kalonji seeds, stir over medi¬ 
um heat until the cumin 
begins to crackle, add curry 
leaves, stir for a few 


seconds, add the garlic and 
ginger pastes, blntituo/ stir- 
fry until the moisture eva- 
piArates. Reduce to low 
heat, add the golcomin 
paste, Wiioiiio/stir-try until 
the raw smell of the ingre¬ 
dients dissipates (adding 
small quantities of water, if 
necessary) and the fat lea¬ 
ves the sides. Then add cori¬ 
ander powder, cumin pow¬ 
der, turmeric and red chil¬ 
lies (all dissolved in 60 ml / 
1 /4 cup of water) and 
Wiidiiio/stir-fry until the 
liquid evaporates. Now 
add tamarind, stir and sim¬ 
mer, stirring (Kcasionally, 
for 2-3 minutes, add water 
(approx. 480 ml/2 cups), 
bring to a boil, reduce to 
low heat, add the cooked 
arhi and simmer until the 
gravy is of sauce consisten¬ 
cy. Remove and adjust the 
seasoning. 

TO SERVE 
Remove to a shallow 
dish and serve with phulka 
or steamed rice. 

NOTE; All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 


29 





PROFESSOR YASHPAL, noted scientist and educationist, is a passionate man. He was at the helm of 
Indian science for a long period and was the man behind the world's first direct satellite broadcast experi¬ 
ment called SITE, way back in 1975. The scientist, with the looks of a philosopher, is involved in a number 
of projects actively like Bharat Cyan Vigyan Jatha and mass movement for youth regeneration. Lately, he 
has been appearing as a television programme presenter, in the science programme. Turning Point. 

k In which I used to have arguments 
§ with Jawaharlal Nehru, sometimes 
^ very interesting ones. It comes less 
S often now. 

What is your nightmare? 

In which I saw very vividly that sky 
had Caught fire and its pieces were 
falling all over. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

1 have a fantastic love affair going 
on with the whole world. 1 fall in love 
very easily. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

Hard to say. 1 get passionately 
involved with things relating to 
proper definitions of science and 
technology, development. 1 don't see 
my role as an actor, but as a catalyst for 

W hat is your idea of perfect What objects do you always carry? Sn what occasions do you lie? 

happiness? My pipe, which 1 have been i tu i i i.*. lu 

To be integrated in the mind and to carrying for the past .15 years, and my w-ni 

be related to the whole wide world. purse which is most of the time empty. f„y. jf Y' Yf? * * ’’S 

moaninslcss search fora nonexistent dwisions are being ttkon by people , had ^ntintiedth?t Liter in lile, 

past or be subverts false .mage, of who are least equtppj to do And , ^ .h, „hich 1 wanted to 

ClT.'rr.t^be^^Sl.TrS.s. !:S=aJd"S;;^“lm.r ■''™ 

‘tiSS,‘aTn!‘J^lelil<e distil., on y.n. 

&ndln and Ja waharlal Nehru app«.ru,j.? My life has been full of happy 

What do you dislike most in others? I never thought 1 was a handsome moments 

I don't really dislike anybody. I can ' would have liked to keep ^^at brings tears to your eyes? 

ti^erateand undersand great many ^ttlebitofmy hair Lots of wonderful successes of my 

^rrationsm pwple. h friends and old students. Sadness also 

Whatdoyoudishkemost in yourself? Cosmic and cosmic connections, brines tears into mv eves. 

1 would not like to r — - 7 ^ ^.r^entific and How do you relax?"^ 

be anything other Whaf ic vmir sense. ^ j j 

than what i am. 1 yo What is your read a lot, I like media, and 1 like 

would not know OjlCdtCSt leM? favourite journey? working with creative people, 

how to be anything In 1963,1 travelled What do you envy most in others? 

different. in a minibus from Depends on who the other person 

Vhff« mnst That tMs COUntTV Copenhagen to is. I envy the talent of musicians and 

Vhat is your most 1 ^ • 4 .,.^ '1 Bombay with poets and the quick mind of great 

irecious possession. may lapS0 ITltO a children two to five scientific minds. 

mpaninglpss years old. 1 like to How would you like to be 

1 don't really t ^ travel a great deal in remembered? 

lossess anything. SearCil lOF a ihe country and As somebody who tried, not 

lut 1 guess, it is my non-existent past when I travel because it was for others, but because 

amily—my wife , -u j physically, 1 travel in he enjoyed it, to work for a'parallel 

nd children—and OF DC SUDVertCCl ideas and and networked'India, 

n understanding Ftv falop imaerpe nf relationships. How would you like to die? 

vith soBse vtTy *^7 ■ . .O What is your Painlessly. I wish there was a switch 

irecioulfriends. prosrjenty m the favourite dream? I which you can just turn off. 


What is your 
greatest fear? 


What is your most 
precious possession? 

1 don't really 
possess anything. 

But 1 guess, it is my 
family—my wife 
and children—and 
an understanding 
with some vtTy 
precioulfriends. 


That this country 
may lapse into a 
meaningless 
search for a 
non-existent past 
or be subverted 
by false images of 
prosperity in the 
Western world 


What objects do you always carry? 

My pipe, which 1 have been 
carrying for the past .35 years, and my 
purse which is most of the time empty. 
What makes you most depressed? 

That some of the most important 
decisions are being taken by petiple 
who are least equipped to do so. And 
the manner in which we kill 
innovation and freshness of our 
young people. 

What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

I never thought 1 was a handsome 
pCTson, but 1 would have liked to keep 
a little bit of my hair. 

What is your favourite word? 

Cosmic and cosmic connections, 

•..n t*oth in scientific and 

spiritual sense. 

What is your 

t fear? favourite journey? 

In 1963,1 travelled 
in a minibus from 
country Copenhagen to 

• . ^ Bombay with 

»e miO a children two to five 
IsleSS years old. 1 like to 

f travel a great deal in 

tor a ihe country and 

entpast when I travel 

\ ji physically,! travel in 

averted ideas and 

nagesof r^tionsWps. 

Y m tne favourite dream? 
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A few suggestions 

from Taj Residency, Visakhapatnam 
to make your Piija holidays memorable 

Forever. 








32° Celsius!^. 

And Taj Residency on the wdteifront. 

appointed rcxitns and suites. 24'hour 
Lawson’s Lounge. Speciality Chinese 


Come to the Taj Rcsidency^tn&J^^; 
For the mcKt memor^Ue hornHy; 

For reservations,please call Taj Bengal, Tel. 283939 

extn. 3184 & 3185 


HOLSiMW OFFatON OQUBl£ 0(XjU(^ 
FOR 2 MOHrS* «mY R8.39!D MCU>8^E Of MEMJS, 
TMESANO suHrseEma 


1^0 

i®o:ncy 

^^^lAMtHAPATNAM 

THE TAJ GROUP OF HOTELS. 


Rw8l(uBlofiAi«ilWTR/122 
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The Telegraph 


■ Tliecowrstotv,^e 
Nw Stati9&%Enb^' 
!(Augii>( 29 >vn^ tneant 
lor people who 9re mul^ 
miUionairee, not anmno- 
nOM likew. 

Aoxn’dingtothe 
writer, the new statue 
symbols of the Nineties 
^ things dut provide 
idtra comfort and these 
are to be bought with cfo* 
res. 

However, the most 
important status symbol 
of today is thenumber of 
times a person's house 
has been raided by the 
CBI. 

ShovMtUH BoicsM, 

Qdcutta 

li Itaild^jendsonhpw 
fat your purse is and whe¬ 
ther you can goall out to 
acquire the status sym- 
boffi. But dte dian^ng pat¬ 
terns seem to be strongly 
influenced by European 
culture. 

JPrahal Cttk*, 

Jatmhedpur 

M 1 would lilce to state 
that there is one status 
83rmboithatambepo8ses- 
s» byanymie who bngs 
for it ItniWCTgetsottfda- 
ted 4 i yyis, is and ahv^ 
i^bea status syxnbah 





Penguin hardcover 
Currant etatus symbol 

■ The story overlooked 
a few major status sym- 


to ^eat o^.the ^ns of 
duif dutrtning livM; 
jMbuuUtDg^ . 

Gdcuha 

>■ You for^ to mention ’ 
another status symbol, 
spedally of the KounesaH 
rarted^dei^iseihe . 

, middledu^ancjishowit 


I bols.suchas; 
f ✓ Snobbish behaviour 
j accompanied by a fore¬ 
ign accent 

✓ Exhibition of works 
of art depicting porno¬ 
graphic themes and 
indulging in sex with 
call girls or playboys. 

✓ Hardcover boote 
from Penguin. 

✓ Gamblfog in the casi¬ 
nos, betting on horse 
races and playing golf. 

✓ Flaunting expensive 
jewellery. 

✓ Links with the police 
and politicians. 
TanveerSttif^ 'Miltif', 
Calcutbt 


Knowledge 

Pan^zUbed(W, 

Dtbrugalt 

HI 1 simply fail to under- 
stend why fhesepeople 
don^ enhance statos 

by spendfog smne of 
0 ^ mi the disabled and 


opeiuy indw way Ihey 
b^ve, 

ArtaMiidmt, 

Cutteu* 

a Ei^ year die prices of 
newspaf^ and magazi- 
Ttesarerouduel^ 
increased. Ch'do you 
increase the pficw oiify to 
sadsfo the egos of YU^ 
ies who will buy anytmng 
at a Mgh price; the h^^her 
the price, diebc^ttei? 

. E^ingisiastbeccnn- 
ing a luxury anl, pep- 
wiD sombe a status 
igrmhoi 

IGepetf, 



in the US". Ta 


i.V 


ran % sevegraimoi^ud 
Broadway in l%t, ^iiject 


ing Brock Peters ahffSttr- 
ya Kumaii; and A^bitp- 
lio^ihoy'sCoB evenaeaii^ 
ed Bread way'In 196B.. 

Kamad wrcmgly says, 
''TItoCkidubThtotoe 

bimtght die lepertoiy 
cxmcept to America". The 
r\^>ertorymovm>nent . 
(more predsdly,.iende(tt 
ng^onu ftomppofit pipH • 
fessional dieatr^ in diie 
US boasts ctf mudi older 
lDrbefua---^iiiieI%y , 
HouseIDevdand, t9lB), 
Tfieatn!47<Od]as,19^; 

iMley ^Idiuston, 
1947$,ArenaSta« 
(Wadiittgfon; ' 


1954>,11iiHUyeiCeidre . 
(Didlas,}999}r^lAesia- 


Admabtldii, 


PAGE 6 

THE INDIANS who have been to Cambridge 
have carved a niche for themselves. The current 
tilt towards the US instead of England, therefore, 
seems illogical. 

PAGE 4 

WHAT WAS M.F. Husain doing now, painting 
the town Shalimar red? 

Rajiv Gandhi of Cambridge 
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INDIAN RAJ 


At Cambridge 

All the indications aw that IndiatHs will continue to he an important constituent 
of Cambridge life over the next century, says Ankt Roy 


THE AWARD OF AN HONORARY DEGREE BY 
Cambridge to President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma in July, 1993 turned out to be 
something of a celebration of the univer¬ 
sity's long and glorious link with India. 

Dr Sharma was a student at Fitzwilli- 
am, one of about 30 Cambridge colleges, 
from 1945 to 1952. He was also an office 
bearer of the India Society, a student 
body which brings together those inter¬ 
ested in the country. 

The Cambridge-lndia relationship has 
deeply influenced both sides. Another 
president, the late Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed, was also a Cambridge man. Indi¬ 
ans have brought remarkable scholarship 
to the university, and then returned 
home profoundly altered by the experien¬ 
ce to make vital contributions in everyth¬ 
ing from politics to diplomacy, from law 
to science. 

All the indications arc that Indians will 
continue to be an important constituent 
of Cambridge life over the next century. 

Over the decades, much has changed at 
the university. There appear to be fewer 







Indian students drawn from the ranks of the elite. Superficially, with the weeping 
willows still lining the banks of the River Cam, there is an unchanging quality about Cam¬ 
bridge life. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, who came up to Trinity as an undergraduate in 1907 to read Natu¬ 
ral Sciences, described his Cambridge period as "three quiet years with little of distur¬ 
bance in them, moving slowly on like the sluggish Cam." 

The man destined to become independent India's first Prime Minister in 1947 enjoyed 
these "pleasant years, with many friends and some work and some play and a gradual 
widening of the intellectual horizon". 

Nehru's grandson, Rajiv Gandhi, who came up to Trinity in 1962 to read Mechanical 
Sciences, found Cambridge equally agreeable. 

Although neither Nehru nor Rajiv was an academic highflier (and would probably 
struggle to meet today's exacting entry standards), they nevertheless represent import¬ 
ant landmarks in Cambridge's lOO-year-old connection with Indian students. 










Among the most important quaUty 
Cambridge men and a few women 
took home were their secular ideals. In 
the dangerous years immediately pre¬ 
ceding and following Independence, 
it was fortunate for India that its civil 
service was in the hands of Cambridge 
men whose integrity was above 
question. 

According to E)r Anil Seal, the Trini¬ 
ty College historian, these men consti¬ 
tuted the country's "steel frame". He 
points out that even Vallabbhai Patel, 
who dragged the princely states screa¬ 
ming and kicking into the Indian 
Union and who was scornful of 
"brown sahibs", acknowledged that 
"independent India de|:)ended on 
them". 

By the time Kajiv Gandhi became 
Prime Minister in 1984, numerous for¬ 
mer Cambridge students had held 
high-profile jobs in public life. But the 
nature of the old relationship was start¬ 
ing to undergo a radical change— 
especially bccau.se of the hefty 
increase in fees for foreign students 
introduced in the early 1980s by Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher's government. 

The number of students of Indian 
origin at Cambridge remains as high 
as in the past—some, including E)r 
Seal, believe the figure to be higher 
than ever before—but the majority 
are the British born, British educated 
children of first generation immigr¬ 
ants to the United Kingdom. 

The number of Indian origin stu¬ 
dents now totals at least300, and is pro¬ 
bably closer to 400. About 100 of them 
have come directly from India, funded 
by scholarships offered by such orga¬ 
nisations as the Commonwealth 
Trust. Unlike the past, when many 
were drawn from the ranks of the elite, 
UKiay's scholars sometimes come 
from modest families. For them the 
annual £14,000 cost of a Cambridge 
education exceeds a lifetime's 
earnings. 

Once, the products of such schools 
as Doon in Dehradun or the Cathedral 
in Bombay, and the grad uates of St Ste¬ 
phen's College, Delhi were well repre¬ 
sented among those who gained 



it 


Parthasarathi Dasgupta 


admission to Cambridge. But if Dr 
Seal has his way, the days of the elite 
are numbered. 

Dr Seal, a trustee of the Common¬ 
wealth Trust and many others, clainis 
that those from disadvantaged back¬ 
grounds are academically "absolutely 
at the cutting edge". 

The new lot are expected to study 
subjects considered beneficial for 
India and return home under the 
terms of their scholarships. One sus¬ 
pects their contribution will be more 
to their chosen disciplines rather to 
public life, as happened with the Cam- 

Harivansb’Rai Bachchan 


bridge graduates of the past. 

More far re.tching—and ex¬ 
citing —will be the changes to British 
society which will be wrought by Bri¬ 
tish Indians as they percolate into the 
higher reaches of academia, the law, 
medicine, media, finance and other 
professions. 

A cademically, the British Indians 
are probably every bit as gtxid as 
any ot the products of schools in 
England. But matching up to the best 
of the Indians who came from India in 
the past is going to prove tougher. 

"In pure economics," observes Dr 
Seal, "the Indians are the stars and 
leaders." 

Among those who have carried 
away the top prizes is Amartya Sen, a 
Trinity man who has been one of the 
leading professors of economics at 
Oxford and at Harvard. Bom in Santi- 
niketan, he came to C^ambridge where 
his PhD was supervised by Amiya 
Kumar Dasgupta, then a Commor- 
wealth Visiting Fellow. 

The latter's son, Parthasarathi Das¬ 
gupta (Trinity Hall) is a Fellow of St 
John's and professor of economics at 
Cambridge. "1 was in awe of the place 
when 1 first came up," recalls Profes¬ 
sor Dasgupta, who is now one of the 
big names in Cambridge. 

Parthasarathi's sister married Dr 
l.K. Patel, a King’s College man who 
has been governor of the Reserve Bank 
of India and director of the London 


Rajiv Gandhi 
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mjyiv Gandhi’s tutor, on first spotting the emblem on his Doon School 
blaaser, had asked what the crest signified. ^That,’ R^jiv had explained proudly, ‘is 
the lamp of knowledge.’ To which, the tutor, obviously a perceptive man, had 
responded: ‘Well, it’s a pity they ^dn’t light it when you were there’ 
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School of Economics. 

Other eminent economists indude 
Jagdish BhawaU (St John's), a profes¬ 
sor at the Dahi Schocd of Economics. 

school was founded by V.K.R.V. 
Rao (Caius). As India's finance mini¬ 
ster, Manmohan Singh (WoUson), has 
responsibility for spearheading ^ 
country's radical liberalisation 
pn^amme. 

"Shows promise; but must try har¬ 
der," his old tutors would probably 
remark about his present efforts. 

It was not economics but public life 
in which Cambridge men first collec¬ 
tively attracted attention. But at first 
glance, there is nothing in Nehru's 
recollections, for example, to suggest 
that Cambridge exposed him fo aul- 
lenging ideas that would later influen¬ 
ce the governance of India. He himself 
admitted that he returned to India 
after his expensive English education 
"a bit of a prig with little to commend 

-- -ft 

me . 

But Nehru's political thinking was 
influenced by Meredith Townsend's 
thought-provoking Asw and Europe. 

Much later, the Cambridge school 
of modern Indian history would 
debunk the old thesis that the British 
colonised India in an effort to civilise 
the place. But this school also took an 
unsentimental view of Indian nation¬ 
alism. The new ideas gained currency 
whCT Indians came to Cambridge to 
stud y their own history and then retur¬ 
ned home. One of the most influential 
has been Rajat Ray (Trinity), who later 
became head of the history depart¬ 
ment at Presidency College in Calcutta. 

B ack at the turn of the centui^, 
Nehru's indiflerence to reli^ous 
dogma grew when he heard emother 
Trinity man, Edwin Montagu, later 
Secretary of State for India, define 
faith: "Something which your reason 
tells you cannot be true, for if your rea¬ 
son approved of it there could be no 
question of blind faith." 

He was stirred, too, by news from 
home of the activities of, among 
oAers, Aurobindo Chose, an extraor¬ 
dinary Cambridge man. He was the 
son of Dr Krishnadhone Chose of 
Khulna in East Bengal who wanted to 
give his son an English education and 
sent him to St Paul's School, London. 
From there the boy went up to Cam¬ 
bridge in 1890—a period when the 
university admitted no more than 
about 20 Indians a year. 

Chose, who won a scholarship to 
King's—this made him the cream of 
the intellectual elite—took a First in 
Classics. For some reason which 



Subrahmanyan Chandnaakhar 

remains unclear his name was initially 
anglicised to "Aravind Ackroyd". Per¬ 
haps, both Aurobindo and Chose 
sounded simply too foreign to English 
ears. 

On returning to India, he found him¬ 
self accused ofanti-British terrorism 
in the famous Alipore Bomb Conspi¬ 
racy in Calcutta. (Jne of life's little iron¬ 
ies was that Chose stood before an 
English judge whom he had beaten in 
the ICS examination in, of all subjects, 
Greek. 

After a brief poiod in custody, 
which somehow altered his whole out¬ 
look on life. Chose retired to Pondi¬ 
cherry in 1910, set up an ashram, led 
^e life of a semi-reduse, and became 
"one of the highest spiritual forces in 
the world". He died in Pondicherry 40 


the world". He died in Pondicherry 40 
years later. 

At Cambridge, Nehru attended 
meetings of the l^ian Majles (renam- 
_ ed the fodia Society after Independen- 

Cover: Fk^iv Garxihilby Aloke MItra and Amartya Seri by Tapan Das 


ce), where the students deployed "the 
most extreme language" when talking 
politics. "Yet, th^ very persons beca¬ 
me members of the Indian Civil Servi¬ 
ce, High Court judges, very staid and 
sober lawyers," Nehru commented 
later. 

T o be sure, many of the brightest 
were pulled in by the glamour of 
the ICS. The archetypal I<^ man was 
Sir Raghavan Pillai (Trinity Hall), 
KQE, CBE, who died in 1992, ag^ 93. 
After a double First—in Na turalSden- 
ces in 1922 and Law the following 
year—he went on to be governor of 
the Reserve Bank of India. 

A notable exception who did not fol¬ 
low the traditional ICS route (though 
he stood fourth in the competitive exa¬ 
mination) was Subhas Chandra Bose, 
who read Moral Sciences at Fitzwilli- 
ath from 1919 to 1922. He had turned 
against theBritish after the 1919 Amrit- 
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Somnath Chattsi}ee 


ManI Shankar Alyar 




sar massacre and quickly resigned 
from the ICS. Not much is known 
about his Cambridge period except 
that it apparently pleased the future 
Netaji to have English servants clean¬ 
ing his shoes. 

Another who did not fit the esta¬ 
blishment mould was IndrajitGimta, 
the general secretary of the CPI. The 
son of Satish Chandra Gupta, he was 
born in Calcutta and studied at King's. 
The CPM faction in the Lok Sabha is 
led, incidentally, by a Jesus College 
man, Somnath Chatterjee. 

As for Nehru, even at Cambridge he 
felt more at ease with the "mode¬ 
rates" — his father, Motilal Nehru, the 
Congress president, was one—than 
with the "extremists" and expressed 
deep reservations about the religious 
dimension of Indian nationalism. 

"Socially speaking, the revival of 
Indian nationalism in 1907 was defi¬ 
nitely reactionary," he noted. "Inevita¬ 
bly, a new nationalism in India, as 
elsewhere in the East, was a religious 
nationalism. The Moderates thus 
represented a more advanced social 
outlook." 

As a typical Cambridge product, he 
would probably have much the same 
to say today about the rise of the BJP. 


R ajiv Gandhi, his university con¬ 
temporaries recall, was shy and 
indifferent to politics. In any case, his 
attention was diverted by Sdnia 
Maino, a pretty Italian language stu¬ 
dent whom he later married. 

He absorbed the Englishman's self- 
deprecating sense of humour for he 
later told a joke against himself. This 
was that his tutor, on first spotting the 
emblem on his Doon School blazer, 
had asked what the crest signified. 

"That," Rajiv had explained pro¬ 
udly, "is the lamp of knowledge." 

To which, the tutor, obviously a per¬ 
ceptive man, had responded; "Well, 
it's a pity they didn't light it when you 
were there." 

Rajiv's first—and probably only— 
political act at Cambridge was to sup¬ 
port his friend, Mani Shankar Aiyar 
(Trinity Hall), when the latter (unsuc¬ 
cessfully) challenged John Selwyn 
Gummer (now John Major's Agricul¬ 
ture Secretary) for the presidency of 
the Cambridge Union in 1%3. 

When Rajiv became Prime Minister, 
another Doon school and Cambridge 
contemporary, the journalist Suman 
Dubey, became an information advi¬ 
ser to him. Arun Singh, who was also 
at Cambridge, joined his govenuTtent. 


Aiyar wrote many of Rajiv's spee¬ 
ches and acted as his spok^man. 
Aiyar points out that his generation— 
Nornuin Lament (until his sacking as 
Britisn Chancellor of the Exchequer), 
Kenneth Clarke, Michael Howard and 
Gummer—is running England. "But 
in india, I am almost the last of the 
Cambridge men left in political life," 
adds Aiyar, an MP. 

He regrets the brightest now head 
for America because of the high fees 
charged by British universities. "Once 
even the liJE was preferable to Ameri¬ 
ca. Now, only the oddball goes to 
England." 

Another of the Rajiv set. Camellia 
Panjabi (Newnham), a director of the 
Taj group of hotels, agrees. "It's a 
great pity because the elite will no lon¬ 
ger have ties with England." 

M uch has changed since 1914 
when Srinivasa Ramanujan, a 
25-year-old clerk, arrived from 
Madras. Today, it is certainly a much 
more welcoming place, even for those 
who are not from Westernised fami¬ 
lies. Ramanujan was brought to Trini¬ 
ty by G.H. Hardy, the mathematician, 
who recognised his genius. But the 
south Indian found the place cold and 


inhospitaUe. 

At that time, the aroma of chicken 
makhani did not drift across Magdale¬ 
ne Mdge as it does today, for Cam¬ 
bridge was bereft of any curry restau¬ 
rants. Poor Rainanu|an, who sl^ in 
his overcoat wrapp^ in a shawl, had 
to rdy on infrequent supplies of pow¬ 
dered rice, spices and pi Ales from 
home. He developed tB and died at 
the age of 32, leaving behind a mathe¬ 
matical legacy whid no other Indian 
has matched. 

One of his contemporaries was Pra- 
santa Chandra Mahalanobis, a Kings- 
man who became a celebrated statisti¬ 
cian after studying Mathematics and 
Natural Sciences. He had been a stu¬ 
dent at Presidency College, Calcutta, 
which has supplied Cambridge over 
the decades with some exceptionally 
gifted people. He was the son of Pro- 
bodh Mahalanobis, the head of a weal¬ 
thy Calcutta family, and was imbued 
with liberal Brahmu Samaj traditions. 

Mahalanobis, who (like Ramanujan 
in 1919) was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal ^iety in 1945, summed up the 
best Cambridge tradition; "The value 
of science to society lies in its ability to 
challenge accepted concepts and 
theories." 

In 1922, Mahalanobis became head 
of the Physics department at Presiden¬ 
cy, occupied the chair until 1945, when 
he became Principal of the college for 
three years. Those who have made 
their mark in science include Sir Jag- 
dish Chandra Bose, who came up to 
Christ's in 1884 to read Natural fen¬ 
ces, and later conducted research into 
radio waves and the nature of plant 
bfe. The late Vikram Sarabhai (St Joh¬ 
n's) was chairman of India's Atomic 
Energy Commission. 

Jayant Vishnu Narlikar (King's), for¬ 
mer head of theoretical astrophysics at 
the Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research, is now director of the Inter 
University Consortium on Astro- 
Physics and Astrology in Pune. It was 
Narlikar and Fred Hoyle, a Cam¬ 


bridge colleague, who propounded 
one theory on the aeation of the 
universe. 

Professor Subrahmanyan 
Chandrasekhar, a Trinity man and 
one of the first to hint at the existence 
of "black holes" in the universe, was a 
joint wixmer of the Nobel I’rize for 
Physics in 1983. He is now professor of 
Theoretical Astrophysics in Chicago. 

His namesake. Prof. Sivaramakrish- 
na Chandrasekhar, who did his Phd 
from Penibroke, was appointed direc¬ 
tor of Centre for Liquid Crystal Resear¬ 
ch, Bangalore, in 1 ^1. 

T wo other Nobel laureates with 
Cambridge connections are Har 
Gobind Khorana, who was joint win¬ 
ner in Physiology/Medicine in 1968, 
and Abdus Salam who was the joint 
winner in Physics in 1979. Khorana, 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


who was bom in Raipur, is now a pro¬ 
fessor in Massachusetts, while Salam, 
who was bom in pre-Pa^tion IncUa, 
today has closer links with Pakistan 
and is a professor at London 
University. 

Dr Bikash Sinha did Natural Scien¬ 
ces at Christ's. He is now the Calcutta 
director of Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre and also of Saha Institute of 
Nuclear Physics. Sinha says that ^m- 
bridge has been a "^iding spirit" in 
the development ofmany aspects of 
Indian science. "When I first went to 
Cambridge in 1965,1 was very raw, 
but the fact I had b^ to n»sidency 
made Cambridge less daunting," says 
Dr Sinha. 

He found the atirujsphere of the 
Cavendish Laboratory, where some of 
the greatest discoveries in phraics 
have taken place, "inspiring'. Its 
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ftiture Netgji to have English servants cleaning hb shoes 



head. Professor Neville Mott, advised 
him to "go into nuclear physics," 
when the young Sinha confided that 
he wanted eventually to return home 
to India. 

The cast list of Cambridge men who 
have shone in law is long: Niren De, 
who was born in Calcutta in 1908, was 
India's Attorney General from 
1968-77. Others include Nagendra 
Singh (St John's), a former president 
of the International Court of Justice at 
The Hague; Mohammed Hidayatul- 
lah (Trinity), former Vice l*resident 
and Chief Justice of India; and 
Sachindra Chaudhuri (Fitewilliam), a 
former finance minister and a scholar 
in Sanskrit and Bengali literature. He 
had attended Rani Bhabani School in 
Calcutta. 

G.D. Khosla (Emmanuel), who beca¬ 
me the Punjab Chief Justice, was the 
presiding judge in the trial of Mahat¬ 
ma Gandhi's assassin. 


A lthough Salman Rushdie (King's) 
is the best known of the 
Cambridge-educated Indian writers 
in English, others, including Gita 
Mehta (daughter of the Orissa chief 
minister, Biju Patnaik, and a Girton 
College girl), have also done well. Ser¬ 
vices to Hindi literature have been ren¬ 
dered by Harivansh Rai Bachchan 
((Catherine's), father of the filnastar, 
Amitabh Bachchan. 

Some of the unchanging flavour of 
Cambridge life is captured in minutes 
of the Majles meetings from 1934-37. 
One motion, in 1935, pondered the 
weighty issue of whether a Majles 
CTest should be prepared for a blazer. 

Hindu, Sikh and Muslim appeared 
to co-exist happily. In 1934, the presi¬ 
dent, Rabi Dutt, emphasised that the 
society "had no religious or political 
bias at all". He said that "the Majles 
was essentially a social body." 

In 1937, the committee had a com¬ 
fortable religious mix: S. M. Kumara- 
mangalam of King's (later India's steel 
minister) was president: L.K. Jha of Tri¬ 
nity (later Governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India) was treasurer (Trinity); 
and Z.H. Kureishy of St Catherine's 
was secretary. 

The guest list of speakers was glitter¬ 
ing and «)mposed of those deemed 
sympathetic to the emerging India: 
Sha^rji Saklatvala, one of the first 
Indians to be elected to the British 
House of Commons; Mulk Raj Anand 
Prof. C.F. Andrews; E.M. Forster; 

Prof. S. Radhakrishnan; Krishna 
Menon; and R.A. Butler, whose family 
had a long relationship with India and 


who was later to become Master of 
Trinity. 

'T’he period between 1938 and 1945 
X is recalled by Manedc Dalai, who 
was at Trinity Hall d urlng these years 
and who later developed air services 
between Britain and India as the Lon¬ 
don based regional director of Air 
India. 

"Cambridge was sheltered despite 
the Second World War," he says. 
"Indians saw a lot of each other." 

Dalai captained Cambridge in ten¬ 
nis and picked up Blues in squash and 
tennis as well. Dalai's tennis partner, 
the Rajah of Khetri, startled him once 
by disclosing he was "off to London to 
dine with the whores". Much later, 
Dalai discovered his friend's hosts 
were the the eminently respectable 
banking family, the Hoares. 

A previous tennis maestro was 
Shanti Swaroop Dhawan (Emma¬ 
nuel), three times the university cham¬ 
pion and later Chief Justice of the Alla¬ 
habad High Court. I le was the first 


Jayant Vishnu Nariikar 
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JL that time, the aroma of chicken makhani did not drift across 

Magdalene Bridge as it does today, for Cambridge was bereft of any curry 
restaurants. Poor Srinivasa Ramanujan, who slept in his overcoat wrapped in a 
shawl, had to rely on infrequent supplies of powdered rice, sfHces and picides from 
home. He developed TB and died at the age of 32, leaving behind a mathematical 
legacy which no other Indian has matched 


Indian to become president of the 
Cambridge Union, a position occupi¬ 
ed later by his son, Rajeev (Emma¬ 
nuel). 

Over the decades a few Indians 
achieved fame in cricket. One was 
Raja Bhalindra Singh (Magdalene), 
son of the legendary Maharajah Bhu- 
pinder Singh of Patiala. Wisden recor¬ 
ds the following Blues; Maharajah Jam 
Saheb of Nlawanagar (better known as 
Prince Ranjitsinhji; 1893); his nephew. 
Prince Duleepsinhji (192^26); A.N. 
Bhatia (Doon School, 1969); P.B. Datta 
(Asutosh College, Calcutta, 1947); 
Jahangir Khan (Lahore, 1933-6); and S. 


Singh (Khalsa College, 1955-6). 

The batches from the 1950s and 
1960s contained people who were to 
become prominent in Indian diplo- 
may and foreign affairs for exam¬ 
ple, Romesh Bhandari (Trinity; former 
foreign secretary) and Salman Haider 
(Magdalene; former ambassador in 
Peking). 

W hen K. Natwar Singh’s Cam¬ 
bridge contemporary between 
1952-54, S^hryar Klwn, bwame 
Pakistan's foreign secretary, India's 
external affairs minister of state would 
discuss Cambridge days whenever he 




met his contemporary from their days 
at Corpus Christi. "It certainly was a 
very useful link," says Natwar Singh, 
who also formed a close friendship 
with E.M. Forster and later wrote two 
admiring books about the author of A 
Passage to India. 

"At one time," he adds, "the Prime 
Ministers of India, Pakistan and 
Ceylon—Nehru, Nizamuddin and 
Senanayake—were all Cambridge 
men." 

For Indians, despite the financial 
constraints, the passage to Cambridge 
continues though its nature has clear¬ 
ly altered. 

Sir Fazl-i-Husain, the "uncrowned 
King of the Punjab" vtrhose family has 
had a long relationship with Christ's, 
once wrote to S. Gorl^ Putt, a Fellow 
of the College, about his own student 
days (1899-1901) and the nature of 
undergraduate life. "It is there that 
aspirations, ideas and ideals take 
shape." 

Amit Roy (Christ's) took the Mecha¬ 
nical Sciences Tripos and was presi¬ 
dent of the Cambridge University 
India Society, 1967-68. ■ 
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Aries 

March21—AprttZO 

You wiU be busy 
building your financial 
musdes. Rest assured 
th^t new openings and 
assignments will be 
youn. Take time off to 
rest and relax. Travel only if your 
occupation re^res you to do so. 
ChUdren give immense satisfaction and 
die home provides the necessary comfort. 

Taurt4S 

April 21—May 20 

You will sing like a 
nightingale and bellow 
litea bull. Your work 
will get done. Romance 
and marriage are 
destined. Your 
financial graph will be mobile and show 
an upwara trend. Health improves and 
so does your performance. A journey for 
^assure and profit is indicate. 

OemM 

May 21—June 20 

News, views, children, 
hobbies, work and 
finance will ell be the 
important trends this 
wedi. You will be 

IIII ^mlent and successful in 

romance. Money pour into your 

podcet but leap out as fast. Your health 
will improve and so will your temper. 
Thenmt21 days ate favourable for a trip. 

Cancer' 

June 21—July 20 

M The home front is 

completely activated 
and revitalised. A 
journey at short notice 
is probable. Loans, 
funds, buying and 
selling are the other highli^ts of the 
wedc. A little extra care of your health 
will naver harm you. The mid-week is 
favourable fw a journey, a letter or a call. 


July 21—August 21 

Messages, calls, love, 
laughter, socialising. 


E-Mi \ i'M A ;r» i 


possibly, an important 
proposal regarding 
mai;riage or business 
are the week's main trends. Deals will be 
closed and offers received. You wlH be 
mobile and active. Get your travel kit 
ready. 

Virgo 

August 22—.September 22 

The time is right to close 
deals, invest, go in for 
major transactions and 
important settlements, 
be they professional or 
personal First attend to 
your duties; you can have your share of 
romance later. Extra health care is a must 
for the next 24 days. A shUt or a sudden 
trip is probable. 


September 23—Oclober 22 

You will be loved and 
hated in equal measure. 
jR X /ft Also, it is travel time. 

iflftT VP Expenses will 
"x " sky-rocket. In romantic 

—.—jmEm. . affairs, you will cany¬ 

on with gusto and zeal. Take care of 
expenses. Property transactions and 
painting the house or erecting a fence are 
probable. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

Your enemies will be 
willing to wound but 
. afraid to strike. Success 
" in enterprises or 
romance is destined. 

_You will be typically 

ardent in matters of romance. You wiU 
make substantial gains. Your heaifo 
remains fine and you will be as radiant as 
the sun. Travel is a distinct possibility. 


Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

•Expect good news by 
c^, journeys 
and word of mouth. 
You will be happy and 
thus spread good cheer 
all around. Visitors, 
lovers and friends may drop in. Romance 
will be sweet and lovely. Your purse will 
be bulging. You will be as strong and 
active as the acrobats. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

A new position of 
Wr. power and 
IS « . responsibility or a 
promotion of 

—XImBLb tremendous social 

status will be yours. In 
romance, your heart twangs like a guitar 
played by an exjjert. Money will pour in. 
Health safeguards are essential as there is 
a danger of accidents or operations. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

Journeys, ceremonies, 
functions, meetings, 
publicity and success 
are the highlights of the 
week. Assignments, 
proposals and offers 
make you prosperous. You may have to 
travel for some important work. In 
matters of romance, you will be valued 
and trusted as never before. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

Expenses will be heavy, 
but you wlB ^ your 
work done. It is also 
travel time. Visits to 
hospitals and duties are 
indicated. Secret 
attachments and liaison are ravtiMble. So 
also is a roidezvous. You will certainly 
manage to keep your head above water. 
Children and hobbies will take up time. 




CUlfirtWlF J^.EaJomaa, foachen, editon, writers and poets 
Vifil’jIbMVMitilxxiBt On the whole, this will be a very happy' 

UUIUJFVPft 

Qrlfftifir life Vtmsslilbeaatbitloua and diplomatic. 
TlteiiilifpBfciiltfM^ H would be best fo take peitodfc 

*"betPeme«lous. 































plinil) is siumnindedtjy 

several itetAom ilie gitHjtidf a stidmay 

on aD foarsida, A'fl^^olilii^inside die 

cohiinn leads to a baloo^at 

Where one can get view 

sumMuidu^i ' 




































TwraElYJ 


yvOTE All arriml and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


INIFRNATIONAI 


I CAu^rdun-Delhi-CalcutU: 
AiT.OT;KL-8:;^at0135. 

£ Caleutta43clhi-Ainitenlaiii: 
Dep.(7):KL^6at0340 
Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (4): 
SQ420atl310. 
Slncapmc-CalculU: Arr. (2); 
SQ41£atl025. 

DdM-Calcutta-Singapoic; Arr. 
(l>;AI-«B2at1145;Dra.(l); 

AI-430 at 1300; Arr. (5): AI-428 at 
0540; Dep. (5); Al-428 at 0650. 
SingapoivCalcutta-Delhi' Arr. 

(5); AI-429 at 1625; Dep. (5): 
AI-429atl740. 

Staigaporc-Calcutta>Bombay; 

An'. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
Al-431 atOlOO. 

• Singapore-Dhaka^Ucutta: 
AiT.(4):SQ-420atl210. 

• Calcutfa-Dhaka'Singapore: 
Dep.(2);S(>410at 1130. 
Bombay-CalcuHa-Bangkok-To- 
kw Arr. (5); AI-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) ;AI-306atl910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok>Calcutta*Boiii* 
bay: Ait. (6); At-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) ;AI-309atl930. 
Calcutta-Bambay-Umdon-New 
Yorit: Dep^ (2): AMOl at 0100. 
Calcntla-Delh{-London*New 
York: Dep. (5): AI- 
429/AH87/AI-101 at 1740. 
Calculta>B<tmbay-Delhl*Londo 
n-New York: Dim. (6); AI- 
309/AI-lllatl930. 
Calcutta-Dclhi-London-Tonmi 
o: Dep. (5): AI-429/(Al-187 at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombw-DcIhi'Paria; 
Dep. (6): AI-309/M-147 at im 
Calcutta-Delhi'RiHiie'^eneva: 
Dep. (5): AI-429/A1-171 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Dclhi-Fiankfuit-Paris; 
Dep. (5): AI-429/AI-14lat 1740. 
CaIcutta-Bombay-Delhi'Parla>F- 
lankfiut: Dep. (2): Al- 
431 /Al-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): AI- 
309/AH47 at 1930. 
Calculla-Baiiakok: Dep. (2, 4, 5, 

7); IC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-3I4atl355. 

Bangkok-Calculta: Arr. (2,4,5, 

7): IC-732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6): 
TG-313at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kalhmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5 ): IC- 747 an 245 ; Dep. ( 1 , 6 ): 
RA- 214 atl 455 . 

Kathmandn-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3, 

5);IC-748atl615;Arr.(l,6): 

RA-213atl355. 

Calcutta-Dhaka; Dep. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-723all330;Dep.(l,5): 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7); 
BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4); B&092 
at 2125; Dep, (1,2,3,5,6,7); 

BG-096 at 1920; Dep. (4): BG-096 
at 2020. 

Dhak»OdctttU: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-724atl600;An.(2,3,6,7). * 

BG ^)91 at 0925 ; An. ( 4 ): BG -091 
at 07 »;Arr.(l, 5 ):BG- 091 at I 


1015; An. (1.2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; An. (4): B&095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. (6): 
IC-225 at 1230; D»T4); ^98 
at 0835; Dep. (7): B&6M at 1525. 
Chittagong-CalciOta: Ar. (6): 
IC-226 at 1450; An. (4): BGW at 
2045; An. (7): BG-697 at 1445. 
Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok: An. 

(2): KB-105 at 0805,^^. (2): 
KB-10Sat0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Pno: An. 

(7): KB-106 at 10(»; Dep. (7): 
KB-106at1105. 

Sc Softa-Bahrain-Calaitta: An. 

(4) :LZ-503atll30. 

tk Calcutta-Bahiain-Bofia: Dep. 

(5) ; LZ-504at0100. 

* Moscow-Sharlah-Calcatta: 
An.(4):SU-537atl5R. 

* Calcutta-Shai|ah'Maacow; 


Umdan-Deikl-Caleutla: An. 
(1):AJ-132/Al-M2atll45. 

New York • London • Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: An. (5): AI-112/AI-428at 
0540. 

Parla-Frankfuft-Dclhi-Calculta: 
An. (1); AI-146/AI-682at 1145. 
Toronto-London-Dellii-Calcntt- 
a: An; (I): AI-186/AI-682at 1145. 

Abu Dhabi-Bmnbay-Calcutta: 
An. (5): A1-7S6/AI-306 at 1730. 
Bahrain - Doha - Bombay - 
cutta: An. (5); AI-876/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 

An. (5): AI-816/AI-306 at 1730, 
Dubai-Delhl-Calcutta: An. (5); 
Al-736/AI-428 at 0540; An. (1); 


Prtnt^ here 'is. the rmular Md^Atrih^ schedule, 
th&ls,houmer,simeetfbt^ainge.Fi(tisengersare 


Indian AitHitss Ik t^fa^,Jli^.assidance, thwmdy 
c(mtafd(c^<30ice):i6$^^,m443B^ 262415, $62548, 
262657tmd262909,andCditpm)5529433. 5529637, 

5529841,267007tend 2 ^ 433 . IdceptJmthdSadd^ 
exchange ‘dial IdOJbrgenentl ittformoHon, 141 for 
resermtk>m,142^fl^htfark>a}sandl43far 


Dep.(4):SU-538atl755. 

S Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
An. (4): RJ-184 at 0705; (4): 

R)-184at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

An. (4); RM85 at 1450; Dep. (4): 
RJ-185atl550. 

Cdcutta • Bombay - Shariah - 
Abu Dhabh Dep. (2): Al- 
431/AJ-703 at 0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 

n: Dep. (2): Al-431 / AI-873 at 
0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhl-Moaco 
w: Dep. (6): AI-3()9/Al-515 at 
1930. 

Calculta-Bouibay-Muacat: Dep. 
(2): AI.431 / AI-SM at 0100; Dep. 
(6):AI-309/Al-845atl930. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Muacal: Dep. 

(5) :AI-429/Al-841atl740. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi- 
Dubah Dep. tt); AI-431 / AI-733 
at 0100; D«^. (6): AI-309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Naiiobi: Dep. 

(6) ;AI-309/AI-215atl930. 


Al-734/Al-682at 1145. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): A1.806/AI-306at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): AI-856/AI-306{It 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): AI-826/AI-306 at 1730. 
Raa-al-Khaymah • Sharjah - 
Bombay - Qdcutta: An. (5); AI- 
706/AI-306atl730, 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): A1-826/AI-306 at 1730. 


i3C)Mt,STir; 


Air~Indta 


Al-431 at 0100; Dep. (6): A1 309 at 
1930. 


I Bombay-Calcntta; An. (9: 
AI-306at 1730. 

Calcutta-Delhh Dep. (5): AI-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (1); AI-682 
at 1145; An. (5); AI-428at 0540. 

East WestAirUnes 

Calcutta-Delhh Dep. (1.2.3,4,5, 

6):4S805atl455. 

DeUii-Cakutta: An. (1, X 3.4.5, 

6); 4S 806at 1125. 
Calcutta-Guwahatl: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) ; 4S 812 at 1155. 
Guwahati-Calcutta: An. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Danumia Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: An. (daily); 
D2-101 at 0830; An. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6); D2103 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 0315; Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) ; D2104 at 2000. 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agmtala: Dep. (daily): 
lC-741 at 0710, Dep. (1,2,3,4,6, 

7) : IC-743at 1300; An. (daily): 
lC-742 at 0940, An. (1,2,3,4,6,7): 
lC-744at 1530. 

Calcutta-Bag^oora: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7): IC-721 at 1215; An. (2,4,6,7); 
IC-722atl455, 

Calcutta-Bangaloie; Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) : lC-771 at 0620; And, 2,3, 

4.6.7) :rC-772atl200. 

Calcutta - Viahakhapatnam - 
Madraic Dep. (3,5): fC-542 at 
1045; An. (3,5); IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily): 
IC-765 at 1715; An. (daily); 
IC-766at2225. 

Caicutta-Hydecabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6): IC-777at 1620; An. (2,4,6); 
lC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily); 
iC-176 at 0915; An. (daily): 
IC-274 at 1845 and An. (daUy): 
IC-mat0815. 

Calcutta-Poit Blahs Dep. (2,4,6) 
IC-285 at 0540; An. (2,4,6): 
lC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dro. (daily): 
IC-263 at0700 and lC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 
An. (daOy); 1C-40I at 1205 and 
IC-264 at 2155, An. (2, A- 6,7): 
IC-262at0800. 

Clalctttta-RaiKhi-Patna-Delki: 
Dep. (daiW): IC-SIO at 0630; An. 
(daily); IC-809 at 1115. 

Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow- 


E No traffic ri^ts on Dalhi'Clalcuita-Delhi 
& No traffic rigWs on Bahraln-Calcutta-Bahrein 
* No traffic rights on Calcutta-ShBr}ah-CalcuttB 
O No traffic rights on C)aicutta-C)haka-Calcutta 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-BangkoK-Calcutta 






Delhi; Dqj. (1,3,5): lC-410 at 
1800; Arr. (1,3,5); IC-409 at 2105. 
Calcutta-lmphal: Dep (3,5); 
IC-259 at 0745; Arr. <3,5): IC-260 
at UlO. 

Calcutta • Sllchar • Imphal: Dep. 
•(2,4,6.7): IC-Z55 at 0850; Arr. (2, 

4.6.7) : lC-256at 1340. 
CalcutU'SIlchar; Dep. (1,3): 
IC-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3): IC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta'Dibrugarh: Dep. (2,4, 

6.7) ; lC-201 at 1040; Arr. (2,4,6, 


7);IC-202atl430. 

Calcutta • Guwahati - Dimapuc 
Dep. (2,4): IC-257 at 1140; An. (2, 
4); IC-258at 1640. 
Calculla^uwahatl: Dep. 

(daily): IC-229 at 1310, Dep. (1, .3, 
5,6): IC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily); 
lC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-712at1010. 

Calcutta • Tezpur - Jorhat - Cal¬ 
cutta; Dep. (2,4,6): IC-213 at 
0900; Arr. (2,4,6): lC-213 at 1.105. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneswar - Nag¬ 


pur • Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5,7): 
IC-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5,7); 
lC-770at2120. 

Calcutta • Bhubaneswar - 
Madras: Dep. (2,4): lC-544 at 
1045; Arr. (2,4): lC-543at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-JamshedpuR Dep. (1, 
3,5); PF-717at 0630; Arr. (1,3,5): 
PF-718at0830. 

* Calcutta-Aizawl'Agartala • 
Calcutta: Dep. (1,3,5): PF-705 at 


0900; Arr. (1,3.5): PF-706 at 1250. 
Calcutta • Coodi Behar • Bagdo- 
Kta*Calcutta: Dep. (1,3,5); 
PF-707afl320;Arr.(1.3,5): 
PF-708atl700. 

Calcutta - Aaartala - Shillmig: 
Dep. (2,4, PF-TOl at 063ft 

kn. (2,4,6,7): PF-702at 1110. 
Calcutta - Aizawl • Agatlala > 
Calcutta: Dep. (2,4,6,7); PF-705 
at 1140; Arr. (2,4,6,7): PF-7D6at 
1530. 

* Technical landing at Agartala 


<9 


FASTL.RN f(AlLVVAY 


’ 'Otpvwni, 

Up Tlhia 




Thna Oft 


2311 IB-18 
3006 19-20 
3003 20-35 
2381 10-18 


OHM-KMailtM 

AmtttHrMiff 

BonAay via AttahatMd 

Poorva plaw IMhI) Expraaa 

Qaye-Varanasi 

Dap: Tuea, Thurs & Sat. 

Arr;Wed,Fn4Son 


m 


7-m 2312 
. 7-56 3008 
13-18 3004 
17-00 2382 


2303 

10-16 

Poonra (Nap Oallii) Expraaa via Patna 
Oep; Mon, Wed Fri & Sun. 

Arr: Mon, Tues. Thurs S Sat 

17-00 

2304 

2301 

16-30 

Rafdtwil Expraaa via (3aya 

Dap: Mon, Tuea, Thurs, Fri & Sun. 

Arr; Tuea, Wad, Thurs, Sat. & Sun. 

10-45 

2302 

2306 

13-45 

RaidhartI Expraaa via Patna 
Dep;Wed&Sat. 

AtT;Prt.&Mon. 

12-60 

2306 

3073 

23-00 

(Jafflmu-Tawl) Expraaa 

Tn-WWy 

Oep: Tuea. Fit a Sat. 

Arr; Tues. Wad. aSat 

11-35,3074 

8047 

13-00 

Putbanehal ((SoraklBHir) Expraaa 
Oep. a Arr: Sun. Mon, Wad a Fri. 

4-30 

8048 

3009 

20-30 

. Ooon Expraaa via (Irand Chord 

7-00 

3010 

3007 

9-40 

Uc^ Maha Toolan Exprara via Main 

Una 

18-15 

3008 

3049 

13-20 

ArnrHaar Expraaa 

16-30 

3050 

3039 

21-00 

DaM Janata Expraaa via Main line 

5-20 

3040 

3019 

16-05 

GkrrakhpurExpreas 

11-55 

3020 

3021 

21-45 

MWiita Expraaa 

5-00 

30^ 

8669 

17-36 

KamrupfOuwahaU) Expraaa 

6-30 

S660 

3317 

6-10 

Biaok aantonel Expraaa 

2V26 

3318 

3029 

17-11 

CoaMMdExpraaa 

10-30 

3030 

3036 

18-20 

Aaanaol Expraaa 

8-45 

3036 

3031 

21-05 

Oanapw Expraaa 

5-60 

3032 

3028 

23-00 

North BBiar Expraaa 

DppiWedneaday 

AmFiWey 

11-36 

3026 

3071 

22-30 

Jamalpur Exprara 

5-30 

3072 

3016 

9-55 

0>ntliiill(d1wn Cupfoii 

18-40 

3016 

1188 

18-26 

ChambAlOwMIor) Expraaa 

0Bp:Sat5SiX). 

Air.Tuaa&Wad. 

7-15 

1160 

1171 

16-25 

ShipnOndo^ Expraaa 
□B>:ruaa&wad. 

Arr.Sat&Sun. 

7-15 

1172 

am .14-26 

. ShaiitmMB4Chi)pari)lbjpnM 

4-28 

3888 

1181 

15-28 

Ojiiiiilfiil i(Aflta Oarilti^fe'ptaai 

7-15 

1182 

'■fr 


;'mf8dayarjy , 

■ ■' 


Ut> 

Tina 

SmkUh 

Tima 

Dn 

8141 

13-^ 

TaNta-Tonb Exprara 

Sap;Meih,ffl5Sun, 

AirWa6,FH&Sun 

6-30 

3142 


S149 19-1S 
Btit 2ftt8' 
8057 «4B 
#103 .21-40 
,010? 14-48 


_, jvUMUnUna 


:itMWRB-T«Nd|BtpaWa 
ilMilliiU BafIBllpma viaBBG LoOp 


8-46 3144 
M5 3112 
20-35 8ffi8 
S-IS 3164 
tS-SO 3162 
12-S6 3134 


3103 18-20 
81^ 12-40 


(I) 


Bhaglralhl 

Dap. 8 ;^rrWThua 08 it. 


,10-25 5104 
4-28 ■ 


SOUTH F AFiTt RN (SAIL WAY 


Oapariuni 

Up Time 

8003 20-45 
8002 19-20 


2880 12-30 
8034 20-18 


8030 11-20 
2841 14-25 


e3r 22-35 


8013 17-30 
8011 5-58 

8005 21-00 
6015 21-30 
8007 22-00 
8409 19 00 
2821 6-10 
8079 23-20 
8045 10-50 
8017 16-45 


6322 22-35 

— 14-10 

— 14-10 


6314 22-35 

8316 22-35 


K20 22-36 


t4-10 


MwlrtM'fiiiiiit. ' ' 

BomlpBf MtR via'Nagptir'. ' 

GBatilUl (BoiWbi# ti aa r ia a 
AhmfMWspdBxpfMs 
KurtaEfcphNivtoNiOPu;' ' 

Corwnandid OltaKlrai^&i^^ 
vteCuttaok 
a«igiik>niexpMaa 
.Dep;Tu» 

Am Sun 

Tata Biaoi rapmaa' 

lapait&iptaNM 

fivt^Mlpur EKpivjMi 

WenehiMutlafefpraaa 

Airl^iipraBaviaCimBCk 

J a qa nn a thffufg Di pt a aaviaNBntl 

Ot>auitp>pl)ii r tia wai )Biptm 

UrupaB Eapeaaa 

OoMt MvdiniiMS fiUMMM 
PufutefxpiMa 

Dap; Except Saturday 
An-;Excepl8uf>cliy., ^ 

M Expraaa Monday on^ . 

Tftvandrvm Oantnl - Hoiarah • OiiH*- 
hati Expraaa Saturday only 
CotdiM Naitwur Tarrohwa • QtMialHiH 
WMdy Egpnaa Ma VM^apa^wt 5. 
Howrat^Thuradayonly 

OhmaNM - CodiM Harbow ftandpai 
iwaaMy Expraaa (viaNowrahS VMdWf-'' 
patnam)Saiutdayonly . 

CocMn Harbour TamBtew .’Saimaa. 

(vb \8aaKhi9(3aaiarn 8 
DepiFWBSoa " 

Am Tubs. 

a^rara^ipaimmw imaira wdra^mmv 

bpniaB 

naadaycmly I, i '.L;,;' .' 

Hannalnra' 'CEa • Hiiahlu 

■■map eppraraan V raeaiip ^ nmVdvPBiPfMa 

EKpimNbHoiMab80ultiMi5li^^ 

only 


nma'Llia^'.S’ 

7- i00’-:ai»4. 

8- 10 tm' 
16-18.8150 

5-15 8058 
16-15 
1500 


13418 iNl' 


10- 20 8Sl4 
22-05 8052 

6-00 BQB#.- 
6-25 lOie 
S-aO BOOB 
8-28 8410 
21-30 28121 
4-lS 8080 
1S4)pi'a«’T 

11- 28'8^:'' 



13410 8813 


1»45 BSiS 


■»i-i5 


15-« 

w.' 


MOimeS: round dMM^ildliiwroid 

tniiift: 2808888^4. loir dll ottitirMoniiidBNla 'IlivMlMiiirilMidliiiidl 











R atna Malhotra, Calcut¬ 
ta, wants to know the 
story of Dr Crippen. 

Ethel LeNeve, secretary, 
book-keeper and mistress 
of Hawley Harvey "Peter" 
Crippen, was a k^ figure 
in one of the most sensation¬ 
al crimes of the 20th centu¬ 
ry. The discovery in 1910 of 
the dismembered body of 
Crippen's wife. Belie, resul¬ 
ted in a trial which took on 
all the trappings of a three- 
ring circus. Crippen even 
had the dubious honour of 
being enshrined in Mada¬ 
me Tussaud's Chamber of 
Horrors, 

The middle-aged Dr 
Crippen was a partner in a 
London dental office when 
17-year-old Ethel LeNeve 
came to work there in 1900. 
Miserabl e in his mar¬ 
riage, Crippen quickly res¬ 
ponded to Ethel's open 
admiration. By 1906 they 
had become lovers. 

The situation remained 
largely unchanged until 
February 1910, when Crip¬ 
pen's wife suddenly disap¬ 


QUESTIONS 




peared. Belle's friends 
were not satisfied when 
Crippen explained that she 
had gone to California 
and had unexpectedly died 
there. Their suspicions 
were further aroused when 
Ethel moved into the Cripp¬ 
en house in March. 

Scotland Yard finally 
was persuaded to pay Crip¬ 
pen a visit. The day after 
inspector Dew showed up 
for routine questioning, 
Crippen and LeNeve fled. 
Detectives returned to sear¬ 
ch the house thoroughly 
and discovered, buried 
under the cellar floor, the 
mutilated remains of a 
body. Laboratory tests of 
the tissue revealed the pres¬ 
ence of hyoscine, a deadly 
poison. 

Meanwhile, travelling as 
Mr and Master Robertson, 
Crippen and LeNeve had 
slipf^ aboard a ship 
bound for Quebec. Ethel 
had bobbed her hair and 
outfitted herself in men's 
clothes to enact the part of 
Crippen's son. However, 
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TMQIIi^TNIN 


Mtopa&ifitn4 

aeemtob 0 at 

But 

JMopathy toill 
always be inddiUd to 
Homeopathy. Why? 
(Sanjeeo DuHn, Room 
No. 37, NBH-6. Assam 
Medical College, 
mnvgarhTSem) 


Thexpord 'Allopathy' 
teas coined by 
Hahnemann, father of 
Homeopathy! 


the ship's captain notic¬ 
ed that the Robertsons 
were ove'rly affectionate for 
father and son, and that the 
boy was strangely femini¬ 
ne. He wired Scotland 


Yard of his suspicions. Crip¬ 
pen and LeNeve were 
apprehended and retur¬ 
ned to London, where Crip¬ 
pen was charged with the 
murder of his wife and 
Ethel was named as an 
accessory. 

Crippen made mat¬ 
ters worse by deliberately 
failing to put up a believa¬ 
ble defence. His only con¬ 
cern was for Ethel. He 
told his solicitor, "Tell 
Ethel not to worry, fell her 
I will take all the blame." 

Crippen was found guil¬ 
ty of wilful murder and sen¬ 
tenced to hang. 

The defence convincingly 
portrayed Ethel as an innoc¬ 
ent young woman. 

After orily 20 minutes' deli¬ 
beration, the jury returned 
a verdict of 'Not Guilty'. 

Crippen had willed his 
estate to Ethel, which came 
to £268. 

Almost at the exact hour of 
Crippen's execution, Ethel 
LeNeve, registered as 'Miss 
Allen', Warded ship for 
New York and dLsappeared. 


11 In England, what is commem to 
Veeraswamv/ Eombay Brasscoie, 
Gaylo^ and Kt^moor? (Rajesh 
P,Guw<duitil1) 

2) In India what are flte 'Seven 
SiMers'7 (Nifmalendu Chakra- 

. b(»ty,Coodtbehar1) 

3) In Patiala what is known ds 
Chatvlta Shddiar's Ward? CPrapjal 
Bordefloy, Ckiwahati 11) 

H What was the Hay's (MRce? 
^avond Pal, Ldst Hoogly) 

SI What Isa rpHto ve^df? (Sid- 
dhartha Das, DIM Burdwan) 

6) Mv autobiogtapliy toCrtpj&f. 

' ReM, my titerftry worksare 
Contracts mAMommts and 
Thoueltts. Who am I? (hfonisha' 
(^io^tiiowrah2> '' 

7) On ndidwdeath did Mahatma 
GandM remark: "A giant among 
,men haslaiMt"? (GqnlChokhini, 
Guwahatill 

' 81 Hnearesome 'simf^d^ dejSid- 
tioite of a very cicmna^ ^ing. 
Nsiheit. . ' 

"T?« 1 04nlIl;t| M^^^^ ■ 

Ecium'' 


tor"; "the distance through space 
covered by light in one 
29,97,92,458th of a second"; "the 
distanceequalto 16,50,763.!^ wave 


'PV aSamey^ ppadg 9IR tq (6 
■anatn pfoaidunsisqx^ 
T18R1-WqpdBu^ JBfl U, 
*(J9iMoq »se| qsnSug) AMN^4n{0{ fy 
-miod uopm^sap 


to me transition between levels 
^10 and 5d5 of the Krypton-86 
atom". (Laishram Kre^ar Singh, 
Assam 3) 

9> In l»nl jargon, wdud are full 
Mood, Mlf Mood and ut^dne 
blood? (San^ Banka, Howrahd) 
ID) Wldch Indian cricketer was 
nicknamed 'Errol Flynii'? (jamila 
IQiatun, Tinsukia 25) 


ANSWERS 


'spueqsnqtua 
-ja^ i£q triq (Jamom) sswisasu* 
uounuoo e tuoq puaosap 
XatpuaqM poo{q^lI^^}n^lJ^^K> 
qoea m pa}e|dj aq o) ppis m suos 
-jad 0 / 1 ^ -saA}M)i»ia^jCqinq 
joisaoue uounuoo e uiou} pua^p 
uaqM po(qqjpn{u£q pue tejRM 
auim atp i(q (laqpq) m)«9ue uom 
-utoo «moq puaamp uaqM 
poopt Qiq aqiq ^ m pm 


'{9SS3A »p|o qoapuioitoq ai|l|o|iio 
pue u| 8Afq> ueo ^ 

sqmq teqt OS qmq ^ l{ 

•Oto 0 } e iq 

utoq oKtto )4odstien q pam 1^ , 
-ssA (oj-oj)}|o-ROt puniKHP^Vidl 
'wnai{«|3 

qi jaxfB 33{}^8>Cmam seuMomi 
KinqndodseM dnom spu, .‘c^plit 
-iosuao uqg JO dpooe UMDp 
ipiqM '-aiq toi^nxiy'jdaicqiURq 
-s{Q4n» almnpc^|I ajRitsicj uoqoiq 
aip pqpo uope^vedbOMaa «.p» 
qeao soi|HqB pooMXQqf jofeurait) 
Z661 m'8U18UPP aGo^ aip 

-upxijmq 

















JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KAUFMAN 




■M him. ROW you don’t. SMp bottom (trip 
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ZOO DOI ChaHango: Roarrang* aH 10 Mlsra et the wonl 
HIBERNATES 10 1^ thraa abort words approprialoly appli- 
caUo to a saasonably dormant zoo animat. What are the 

'*®"**^ MopiiKK'NiSMvaaaHi 


WEIGHING IN 

When loan, Beth, Eileen and 
Donna all gavebiith in thesamehos¬ 
pital on the same day, nursery crib 
tags on their newborns indicated 
tti« following: 

Joan's bal^, Emmalinc, had a 
birth weight of six pounds, 11 
ounces. 

Betti's baby, Bruce, had a birth 
weight four ounces less than 
Emmaline. 

Eileen's baby, Dianne, weighed 
(our ounces less than Donna's 
bal^, Dan. 

Donna's dan weighed two oun¬ 
ces less Ulan Emnuline and two 
ounces more than baby Bruce. 

How much did each baby weigh? 

70 { q| s .nnictcj'CD qi 9 aNUfl 
‘XU s 91 9 UVQ 'run qi 9 Miqnuulj Japut UJ 


C31ANCE SEASONSI Are 
you more partial to warmth 
than cold? Here is a simple 
way of switching seasons 
without getting out of your 
chair. Note the word Winter 
appears diagonally in the dia- 
vam below. Just rearrange 
me order of words from top 
down and you can chaxi^ 
the word WINTER to 
SPRING. 

How qutcMy can you com¬ 
plete this transformation? 

Time limit; 2 minutes. 

■fKttlAU ‘lUTfTCl 
'ifRuvp *ifiidd» 'iaiifS uMcip doj^ 


□□□□QIEi 
□DQDCia 
□□CaDSQ 
□aaoQQ 
ID 3 E 12 i[iSI 
IQQQQQ 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


FUNSPOT 




poor L0O8EI *L«itM ha^” aays the nics 
cMora by number. Code; 1—Red. a— LL 
broem. B—Flesh tenee. •—Qraen. 7—Ok. 


to 

^MTA 


men above. Add 
h-YsHoer. 4-i.t 
•—Ok. purpis. 


SPELLBINDER 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? There are m leati eb dMar- 
esses In drawing dsiais bamaen top and bottom p a n els. How 
quIcMy can you nnd them? Chock aneurere with Ihoae below. 

vwjuMipmiais -g tuwmtiuns-s -euistiuiotuepusd'v 
'Buitsiuja« sjwpMj-g-xeijous St isn'2'Buistiui si ijaux Aaaiuer' I ;seoueM|ita 


SCORt to pelnit for using ell the 
letters In the sserd belew to term 
two compleis wards. 

BOUNCIER 


THEN scere 7 poinis each tor all 
words el tour tetters or mere 
toufid among the laltort. 

Try to scare at toast M p ai nts . 

■eqna 'uetiMiiatomeniiead 









































































































































































































a The haingan 

ant ur/ 
aubergine 
is encounte¬ 
red in diffe¬ 
rent 

manifestations all over the 
country. From the chargrill¬ 
ed rustic classic, Bharlha, to 
the aristocratic Bashar h- 
Bttingau, to Bengal's Bf}(oun 
Bhaja, to the Bhanoan 
Bain)^a» of the 1 lindi heart¬ 
land. It .seldom excites the 
epicurean. Now the Wind- 
stir Jumbrt'llds has present¬ 
ed the ptipular vegetable in 
regal attire— 'fusing' both 
the cooking style and the 
presentation. 

This and the Uppama 
Chicken Meat Balls were a 
matter of great satisfaction 
to this column, vindication 
as they were to seven years 
of its labour in creating 
Fusion Cuisine. The original 
contribution from execu¬ 
tive chef O.P. Kanthwal 
and Jumbrella chef Arun 
Tyagi provided the basis 
for Team Rasoi's recipes 
this week. 

Baked AUBERGINE 

PASTRY 


INGREDIEN FS 

The pastry; 

110 g / 1 /4 lb Refined flour 
50 g / 1 /4 cup Butter 
Salt 

Flour to dust 

Lentils to pack barquette 

moulds 

The filling: 

300 g / 11 o/ Aubergine 
.30 ml / 2 tbs Cooking oil 
75 g / 3/4 cup Onions 
lOg / 1 3/4 tsp Garlic paste 
10 g/ 13/4 tspCinger paste 


100 g / 3 oz Tomatoes 

1 Green chilli 
Salt 

1.5 g/ l/2tspCurnin 
powder 

1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp Black pepper 
powder 

0.75 g / 1 /4 tsp Colve 

powder 

Wg/Soz 

Ch^dar/priKessed cheese 

The concasse: 

120 g / 4 oz Tomato 
concasse 

2 g / 1 tsp Rosemary 

The garnish: 

1 Tomato (medium) 

1 Cucumber 
4 leaves 1 .ettuce 

The dressing: 

45ml/11/2 oz 
Mayonnaise 
30 ml / 2 tbs Cream 
4 sprigs Dill 
lOg / 2tspSugar 

Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 2 hours 
Cooking time: 7-8 minutes 

PREPARATION 
The pastry: Sift flour and 
salt in a bowl, add melted 
butter and rub gently with 
the tips of the fingers until 
of a grainy consistency. 
Then add water and start 
mixing gradually. When 
fully incorporated, knead 
to make a hard dough. 

The oven: Pre-heat to 
275" F. 

The pastry shells: Dii.st 
the work surface with flour 
and roll the dough with a 
rolling pin into a rectangle 
of 1 /8". Then cut into 8 
equal-sized rectangles, line 
the barquette moulds and 
trim the overlaps. Arrange 
in a baking tray, pack with 
lentils and bake in the prc'- 
heated oven until light 
golden. Remewe, cool. 


remove and discard the len¬ 
tils, keep aside. 

The bhartha: Wipe clean 
the aubergine. Peel, wash 
and finely chop onions. 
Remove eyes, wash and 
finely chop tomatoes. 
Remove stems, wash, slit, 
dest'ed and finely chop gre¬ 
en chilli. 

Place the aubergine on a 
greased baking tray and 


Baked Aubergine Pastry 



roast tor lu-iz minutes. 
Alternatively, roast in a 
moderately hot tandexir or 
on an c»pen fire. Remove, 
c(K)l, peel and chop. 

Heat oil in a frying pan, 
add onions and saute over 
medium heat until translu¬ 
cent, add thegarlicand gin¬ 
ger pastes, Wii(iiMu/stir-fry 
until the moisture evaptira- 
tes, add the roasted auber- 
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gine and hhunno/stir-fry 
until the fat leaves the 
sides. Then add the toma¬ 
toes, green chiili and salt, 
bhunnn/stir-fry until the 
hhartha is completely homo¬ 
geneous. Add the cumin, 
pepper and clove powders, 
stir a minute, remove, 
adjust the seasoning and 
divide into 8 equal portions. 

The concasse: Bring con- 
casse to a boil over low 
heat, add rosemary, stir for 
a minute, remove, adjust 
the seasoning and divide 
into 4 equal portions. 

The garnish: Remove eye, 
wash, quarter, remove the 
pulp and cut into juliennes. 
Wash cucumber, halve, 
core and cut into juliennes. 
Clean lettuce, wash in runn¬ 


ing water, drain and reser¬ 
ve in iced water. 

The dressing: Clean, wash 
and chop dill. Put mayon¬ 
naise in a bowl, add dill, 
sugar and cream, blend 
until homogeneous. 

The filling: Pack each of 
the tartlets with a portion 
of the filling, grate equal 
quantities of cheese on top 
and arrange in a baking 
tray. 

COOKING 

l^it the baking tray in the 
pre-heated oven and grati- 
nate. Remove and keep 
aside. 

J'O SERVE 

Make a bed of a fxirtion 
of the concasse on each of 4 


individual plates, arrange 
two tartlets on each. Drain 
the lettuce leaves, place 
equal quantities of tomato 
and cucumber juliennes on 
top, pour on equal quantit¬ 
ies of the dressing and 
serve. 

UnPAMA CHICKEN 
MEATBALLS 

INGREDIENTS 

The meat balls: 

600 g / 1 lb 5 07. Chicken 
mince 

60 g / 2 oz Onions 

1 Leek 

2 Green chillies 

2 g / 1 tsp Rosemary 
2 Eggs 


45g/l l/2ozFlour 

1.5 g / 1/2 tsp Black 
cardamom powder 

0.75 g / 1 /4 tsp Kclmb chini 

powder 

Salt 

C<x)klng oil to deep fry 
meat balls 

The shashlik vegetables: 

2 Capsicum (medium) 

2 Tomato (medium) 

1 Onion (medium) 

The uppama: 

120 g / 4 07 Semolina 
90 g / 3 07 C«)king oil 
Salt 

1 Green chilli 
5 g / 172" piece Ginger 

1.6 g / 1 /2 tbs Coriander 
16 Cashewnut halves 

16 Black peppercorns 

The sauce: 

120g /4ozTomato 
concasse 

20 g / 31 /2 tsp Chilli garlic 
paste 

60 ml / 1 /4 cup Clear 
chicken stock 

3 g / 1 tsp Black pepper 
powder 

A generous pinch crushed 
Kascnm methi (dried 
fenugreek leaves) 

Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1:30 
hours 

PREPARATION 
The meat balls: Peel, 
wash and finely chop 
onions. Peel the outer layer, 
wash and finely chop the 
leek- Remove stems, wash, 
slit, deseed and finely chop 
green chillies. Beat eggs in a 
bowl. Sift flour. Mix the.s€' 
and the remaining ingre¬ 
dients with the chicken 
mince, divide into 36 equal 
portions and make balls. 

Heat oil in a kiidhut, add 
the meat balls and deep fry 
over medium heat until 
golden. Remove to absorb¬ 
ent paper to drain the 
excess fat. 

The shashlik vegeta¬ 
bles: Remove steams, wash 
capsicum, halve, de.seed 
and cut into 1" square pie¬ 
ces. Remove eyes, wash 
tomatoes, quarter, remove 
the pulp and cut into 1" 
square pieces. Peel onion, 
wash* cut into 3 wedges (as 
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Uppama Chicken Meat Balls 


you do with lomons) and such skewers and keep chop coriander. Divide 

thni separate and reserve warm. into 4 equal portions. 

24 layers. The Mppaiwa;Sift semoli- Heat oil in a ted/uii, add 

Skewer as follows: na. Remove stem, wash, j^reen chilli and ginger, stir 

onion, chicken meat ball, slit, deseed and finely chop over medium heat for 3(1 

tomato, chicken meat ball, green chilli. Scrape, wash seconds, add semolina and 

capsicum, chicken meat and finely chop ginger. WiwHue/stir-fry until the 

ball and onion. Make 12 Clean, wash and finely cereal releases its unique 


aroma. Then add 240 ml/1 
cup of boiling water and 
salt, stir, reduce to low heat 
and cixik, stirring con¬ 
stantly, until the liquid eva¬ 
porates and the semolina is 
of thick custard consisten¬ 
cy. Remove, add airiander, 
cashewnut halves and pep¬ 
percorns, stir and adjust 
the seasoning. 

The sauce: Bring concas- 
se anti shxrk to a bt'iil over 
low heat, add chilli garlic 
paste and pepper, stir and 
simmer until of sauce con¬ 
sistency. Remove, sprinkle 
hiMori inctlii, stir, adjust the 
seasoning and divide into 4 
equal portions. 

TO SERVE 

Pack a portion ol the 
uppama in a sax-arin mould, 
demtiuld in the middle of a 
dinner plate, arrange 3 ske 
wers in the middle, pour a 
portion of the sauce t>n top 
and serve warm. 

NOTE; .All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 









SmaD; But Feel the Difference 


A s the war for the control of Indi¬ 
an skies hots up with the entry 
of several new private air taxi 
operators, guess who's getting ahead. 

True, East West is still the largest pri¬ 
vate air taxi operator in the country 
connecting 29 destinations, but when 
it comes to passenger a)mfort. Jet Air¬ 
ways and Damania outscore East 
West. Jet currently flies tooniy 12 desti¬ 
nations and Damania to even fewer, 
but their small size is no reflection on 
their service. If anything, it makes 
them try doubly hard to win passen¬ 
ger loyalty through excellent service. 

Travelling Jet Airways from Bom¬ 
bay to Goa recently, a pretty air- 
hostess commented, "We may be 
small, but we extend warm welcomes 
and our passengers feel the differen¬ 
ce." The ambience inside their Boeing 
737 (the only taxi operator to have this 
wide-bodied plane besides 1 A) bears 
resemblance to international carriers. 

That could not possibly be ascribed 
solely to the skirts that their charming 
hostesses wear—which end strictly at 
the knee. Nor could it be due to the 
liquor thev serve on board. Were that 
the case, Citylink would have qualifi¬ 
ed for the same honours, rather than 
having to close down. It's probably 
gut to do with a lot of tiny little details 
that the airways took care of. 

Like the fact that the check-in was 
quick and efficient even though it is 
not yet computerised. And that the 
flight was on time. That the leg space 
in economy class was as much as in 
Indian Airlines Airbus A320. That the 
airhostess did not forget to bring the 


I t was strictly behind the 
palm leaves. Well, 
maybe around the palm 
leaves, too. And them palm 
leaves were in the Palm 
Lounge of Taj Bengal. 

Last fortnight, the hotel's 
"oasis of tranquility" rustl¬ 
ed gently with the palm lea¬ 
ves brushing against the 
ethnic silks and cottons of 
Calcutta's upcoming 
models and breaking 
through designers. 

The outfits were meant 
to be ethnic and Western, 


cola that the little boy seated nearby 
asked her for. That the food she served 
was warm and deliciou*. That she 
always had a smile on her face, which 
also looked genuine. That when an eco¬ 
nomy class passenger rudely shouted 
at her for not permitting him to get off 


from the front door being used by busi¬ 
ness class passengers, she not only 
remained unperturbed, but politely 
'managed' him. 

The only other airline on the 
Bombay-Goa sector which remained 


unperturbed by Jet Airways efficiency 
seemed to be Damania. And that was 
because they were as full as Jet and 
were receiving an equally enthusiastic 
response from the passengers. Com¬ 
placency, which is the bane of Indian 
Airlines, seems to have set in at East 
West, too. Asked why passengers 
were showing a preference for Jet and 
Damania, an East West ground staffer 
at the Goa Airport said, "Never mind. 


We fly to more destinations than both 
these air taxi operators together." So 
much for East West trying to .set new 
standards in Indian aviation! 

Seema Paul 


Swaying and Sashaying 



but were almost entirely 
salwars and churidars. The 
models, weaving their way 
around the lobby seats, did 
a good enough job, but 
were let down by the sound 
system and those behind 
the mike. 

But the idea was innova¬ 
tive and well checked out 
by Taj Bengal's hospitality 
manager, Monica Lakhma- 
na. The idea could go far. 
And when it does, it won't 
just lounge around. 

Dennis M. 
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IRST PERSON 



VINOD DHAM, 42, is one of the top achievers in the Silicon Valley 
today. Bom in Pune, he is today the vice-president of the $6 billion US 
company, Intel Corporation. Recently he hit international headlines for 
having led the team that designed Intel's most powerful microprocessor 
called Pentium 


TATTiat is your idea of perfect 
VV happiness? 

When work becomes play and play 
becomes pb, and there is no 
distinction between the two 
What is your greatest fear? 

I have no fear 


What is your most precious 
possession? 

My wife and my kids 
What objects do you always carry? 

A lot of good thoughts And while 
at work, a sub-notebmk 
What makes you most depressed? 


We areiiving in 
tlSandei^a^gail 
aspects oimt, biS we 
aie not able to be 
among our people in 



Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

A lot of people My brother, to start 
with, and then Andrew Grove, CEO of 
Intel. 

What do you dislike r 
mostin others? 

1 try not to dislike ^ ® 

anything about VOU al Wi 

others ' 

what do you dislike HH 

niMt in yourself? Alotl 


Whatoibjectsdo 
you always cany? 

A lot of good 

tbotidkis. And 


When I hear too much of negativism 
What do you most dislike on your 
appeararice? 

Eveiything 

What is your favourite word? 

- zrn Well done, guys 

fS CanV? Travelling to 

^ I * Yosemiti, a plara 

' about 200 iriilesfom 

gOOu Cahfomia. It is 

3 And virtually heaven on 



What is your favourite dream? 

1 used to see myself flymg m the sky 
and see everybody from up there 
What is your nightmare? 

1 don't have any nightmare 

What or who is the 
greatest love of your 
life? 

Reading (I know, 
that will upset my 
wife) 

What is your source 
of sustenance? 

Some belief in 
myself and my 
understanding of life 
through the Hindu 
religion and 
philosophy 
On what occasions 
do you lie? 

I lie to my mom to 
keep her heart 
What is your 
greatest regret? 

We are living in 
the US and enpying 
all aspects of life, but 
we arc not able to be 
among our people in 
India 

What has been your 
happiest moment? 

There have been 
plenty of them, each 
one lastmg a second 
What brings tears to 
your eyes? 

They come real 
easy When I see 
somebody really get hurt 
How do ^u relax? 

By readmg, playmg with my kids 
What do you envy most in others? 

1 envy people who are positive and 
baianc^ 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

As someone who came and played 
his rede, and possibly made a small 
dent overall. 

Ifew would you like to die? 

Instantly. Because I am afraid of 
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PREMIUM 

LUXURY PERFUMED SOAP 


It's a promise you make to 

your ^in - everyday. 

$ 


Premium Soap with 80% 
TFM (Total Fatty Matter) is 
developed to be especially 
gentle on delicate skin 

Total facts about T.F.M. 

It has been 
dermatologically 
proved that super 
tatted soaps with 
more TFM content 
reduce the loss of 
natural oils and prevent 
afterwash dryness They are 
ideal for all skin types 


Skin Luxury 

Premium Soap's luxurious 
lather and lingering fragrance 
pampers your skin And 
leaves it the way, you always 
thought clean skin 
should feel- 
fresh soft 
and glowing 
Premium 
Soap IS all 
the difference 
between washing 
your body and caring for your 
skin 





ALSO AVAILABLE UNDER PREMIUM RANGE 

AFTERSHAVE COCONUT SHAMPOO PERFUME SPRAY SHAVING CREAM TALCUM POWDER STYLING GEL 
AFTER SHAVE GEL AFTER SHAVE MOISTURISER BODY DEODORANT ROOM FRESHENER 



tMPUL0E/JKH6/S1-693 



The Telegraph 


17 OCTOBER 1993 # 


OST MORTEM 


Guns or Roses? 

■ I read with annoyance 
the smug and somewhat 
fatuous artide on Israel 
('Security ComplexSep¬ 
tember 12). 

Having spent a glori¬ 
ous holiday in the Promis¬ 
ed Land only last August, 
1 could not telieve I was 
reading about the same 
place. The author has 
seen only the obvious. He 
has seen the soldiers' 
guns, but has not seen 
that they never jump 
queues or inflict their pre¬ 
sence on dvilians. 

He has not seen the 
incredible beauty of the 
turquoise Mediterranean, 
the azure Sea of Gallilee 
or the emerald Jordan 
River (it is absolutely 
green). The hills are sun¬ 
baked, yes, but they are 
also flushed with magen¬ 
ta bougainvillaea. The 
deserts which nature had 
given them are now inter¬ 
spersed with man-made 
forests, each tree lovingly 
planted by Israeli hands 
and acres of orchards, 
redolent with the aroma 
of oranges, peaches, 
plums and apricots. 

He didn't notice that 
the Israelis worship their 
land, not only the 
Western Wall, and go out 
of their way to guide and 




Mark Tully with Gillian 

assist tourists to show 
them their beautiful 
country. 

He did not observe that 
although there are numer¬ 
ous monuments and shri¬ 
nes, nowhere does one 
have to pay to enter. 
Unlike any historical site 
in Europe, entrances to all 
monuments, and certain¬ 
ly the religious shrines, 
are absolutely free. . 

Tourists are safe and 
welaime. No one haras¬ 
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ses them or tries to con 
them to^extract money. 
The warmth and sunshi¬ 
ne of the country is reflect¬ 
ed in the nature of the 
people. 

I wonder how the 
author missed all this? I 
remember a poem 1 had 
learnt in school: 

Two looked through the 
same bars 

One saw mud the other saw 
stars. 

Iti Misra, 

Calcutta 


Mark of an 
Indian 

■ After a very, very long 
time, your over story, 
'More Brown Than Sahib' 
(S^tember 5) was indeed 
a great piece. I had been 
up with book extracts, 
females exTOsing their 
bodies and other such 
material. Mark TuU/s 
convictioits are not only 
very logiral, but also bas¬ 
ed on hope for this coun¬ 
try —an ingredient that 
only visionaries possess. 

His love for India touch¬ 
ed me and I was tempted 
to treat it at par with that 
of the late PM, Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

B.P.Beny, 

Calcutta 


m Mark Tully sand 
Gillian's observa¬ 
tions about India should 
be an eye-opener for all 
those who ^ways seek an 
opportunity to leave • 
India and get settled in 
the West. 

Mark has successfully 
evaluated the inner con¬ 
flicts of the Westerner 
and the average Indian at 
peace with himself amid 
an encircling gloom. 
Satyajit Chakraborty, 
Dhupguri (W.B.) 


SIX TIONS 


TASLIMA NASKEEN, the courageous young 
poet-author of Bangladesh, has taken on funda¬ 
mentalists and male chauvinists, in particular 
with her latest novel, Utjja. Disturbed by her rebel¬ 
lion, vested interests have issued a fatim that she 
be executed by October 9, reminiscent of the one 
issued on Shame author, Salman Rushdie, after 
Satanic Verses. An exclusive story from Dhaka, a 
few days after the fatwa was issued. 
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ITWASEKIDAY, SUniMBEK24, INI WEEKEND HOI JDAY IN 
Bangladesh and also the Muslims' day of weekly Jumma 
prayers. The early <iutumn bree/e was cool and soothing. 

A lovely day for Taslima Nasreen who woke up with a 
mind as fresh as the autumn morning. A perfect dav to start 
writing a new bot>k. 

But the mood was ruined. 

As Taslima Nasreen asked fi>r a cup of tea the telephone 

at her new lOth tloor 
apartment in IThaka'sSlian* 
t inagar district shrilled, 
interrupting her thoughts. 
It was a call from a friend 
\\’ho panted bad news. 

Soon the newspapers 
arri\'ed. And the bad news 
in cold print from the north¬ 
eastern town ofSvlhet. The 31-vear-t>ld writer had been 
'condemned' to death at a rallv t>f 5,000 Muslim lanatics 
in Sylhet the pn‘\ ious day. 

The fanatics announced a reward ol 30,000 taka for her 
head and demanded that all the books she had written, since 
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JIL'ni not afraid of the faiiatics...but I'm not t’oing to give thf*m a chance to 
tlnifih me fx'fore my fight against them is over,’ says the author-poet, flashing a 
smile that quickly granited into an expression of firm determination 


the publication of her first book 
of poeh'y in 1986, be impounded by 
the government for, what the funda¬ 
mentalists say, blasphemy against 
Islam and "a conspiracy against the 
holy book of Quoran and I’rophet Haz- 
rat Mohammad (SM)." The deadline 
w'as October 9. 

The allegations were not new to 
Taslima Nasreen who has rebelled 
against male chauvinists, conserva¬ 
tive Mullahs and, above all, a social 


and religious system which, accord¬ 
ing to her, has enslaved women — 
reducing them to mere objects of lust 
and gre^. 

The fundamentalist demand to ban 
her books and even expel her from the 
country had been raised much earlier. 
The rally at Sylhet was the first major 
indication that the threat was not to he 
taken lightly. It came nearly two 
months after the government bowed 
to the pressure of the fundamentalists 


and banned Ijijja (Shame), Taslima's 
79-page novel published in February 
this year. 

The bix)k is ba.sed on the anti-Hindu 
backlash in predominantly Muslim 
Bangladesh following the demolition 
ot the Babri shrine by Hindu radicals 
in Ayixlhya. 

"The threat on my life is a new ele¬ 
ment in the fanatics' campaign against 
me ..they have announced a price on 
my head...this is dangerous," says the 



young writer. She has sought perma- 
ment police protection, but the govern¬ 
ment's response has been lukewarm. 
There l«s been nothing but a visit by a 
young police inspector who assured 
her that seairity would be provided. 

Meanwhile, the campaign has made 
'I aslima Nasi een a prisoner in her 
own housi-. Normally an outgoing per¬ 
son who lo\'es to visit friends, she is 
now forced to stay indiKirs 

"I'm not afraid of the fanatics but 
I'm not going to give them a chanie to 
finish me before my fight against them 
is over," says the author-poet, flash¬ 
ing a .smile that quickly granited into 
an evprossion of firm determination 

T he fight began long ago when H'asl i- 
ma had bt>en a schoolgirl in the 
northern town ol Mymonsingh, her 
birthplace. It was more ot a crusade 
than a fight - a crusade that had its 
roots in her own middleclass religious 
family. 

"Arriving atan age when I could rea¬ 
son with the world, 1 found iny 
mother a deeply religious person," 
saysTaslima, "but her blind taith ange ■ 
red me a lot." 

Daughter of a physician, Taslima, 
herself an MBUS, says her higher edti- 
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cation would not have been possible 
but for the support from her father. 
Yet, her father and two elder bnithers 
wanted her to behave like a girl: not to 
go out alone, not to play outside and 
not to try and become as free as the 
male members of the family. 

Says she, "As a child 1 was always 
reminded that 1 was a girl. I should not 
do what my brothers could do. 1 
should not eat what my brothers did. I 
silently grew rebellious." 

And that rebellious nature found its 
v'oice in one of her poems titled, Nari 
(Woman), published in 1^92. 

The poem speaks of a .scKiety where 
a girl child is unwanted and neglected 
since her birth, harassed in her teens 
because of physical differences from 
the boys, used as an object of lust in 
her youth, discarded in old age by hus¬ 
bands who would constantly wish her 
to die. 

In upholding the equal status of a 
woman, Taslima pits herself against 
stronger enemies— the Mullahs who 



JL Hkt.- luT iis a poet. She can think clearlj and 
has «reat sell-conildenee. But at the .same time it 
seems to me that she has a bias ajjainsl man. She is an 
extremist/ says Bab> Mttudud, a women's rights 
activ ist and editor of a women’s mat;a/ine published 
b> Bangladesh's largest circulating Bengali &dHyJnefaq 





‘Pm 


women 


T aslkna Nasreen spoke to 

{’arid Hdssain on a variety erf 
subjects. Some eM^rptd fitmi 
, ttwinterview: 

IVky do you write? 

The di^Miity between men and 
women hw always pained trie f 
' lotuid it in my fa^y; now I find it 
M society. Women are humiliated. 
Are being sut^ected to injustices 
and Unlaimess. The social system, 
the state and relim(Ht->-al] are 
against wcanen. Iwant to change 
•this swtem. I believe 1 can achieve 
this through my writing. 

Why are you Migry wiflt this 
sodety? 

I'm angry because this society 
regards women notashoman 
b^gs, but as commodities. Ail the 
restrictions ^ ^inst women. If 
you are a man you are free to do 


oda\'s politics is 
aimed at getting votes. 

There is hardly any 
ideology. Almost every 
party has bowed 
before religion because 
they think they will not 
get votes if they speak 
out against religion 


I anything ]rou like. The sarne is not 
w^ the women. 

They are not indepeident, they 
will have to wear purdah. They 
don't get premier cnucaticm. Even if 
diey are educated this is done to 


grcK»n them for marriagie. To er^- 
ancsedteir price. 

I'm riot ng^iding agaihM anyancQ* 
vidual.... Th^ sw may b^aofoe 
gc»dmen.Butinyjfighi:teagidi^ - 
the inafo attitude that dcies h^ 
wom«i vrith respect.. 

Sinm ny you ate an sgettendat. 
You are ctOBsit^ Umite. Axqr 
comment? 

I kimw Tni talking too miidti, 
against this male^ntroUed 
society. I'm talking too much 
because the women are sudering 
too mudi. 

Why ate Muslim fundmnenlal' 
ists against you? 

Tell me, why should they not be? 
Women's liberation dpesnot go 
together with fundamentalism. 

The fanatics want to keep the wom¬ 
en illiterate, they want to confine 
them to purdah because liberated 
wennen will rise against fivem. 

Do you think fundammitaliam 
is growing in Bangladesh? 

Yes, there is no doubt about it. 

I'm worried about the growth of 
Muslim fundamentalism in our 
acxriety. It's not for my own life, but 
for the entire society. Tliey will con¬ 
demn this society to the dark age. 
They are the real enemies erf 
women. 

Bangladesh .is now governed by 
a woman Prime Mhiist^. The 
ksader of the Opposition is also a 
woman. Has it niade any.duinge 
forwomen? 

It's true that our political leader¬ 
ship is held by women. But tfos is 
notbringingany fundamental 
change in the lot of our woixi^. 
They are acting like perfiticiams and 
they are doing little to ctunge foe 
system which has enslaved ottr 

women. 


Haiie;tuu Mfoctyrn leadeie, 
Primelfe te Bie ^^ 

Zia aailc^pMifon leader SheOch 
Hasfoa?,, 

1 met Khaleda ^ when she was 
an 0{^)osition ieader. Then she 
tcHd me,'Go cm writing.'Now 1 
hear diat rile hasclianged faerattitU' 
de Tveinet Hashtci several time^. 
fote has ncidiir^ agirfri^ me. 


W 


omen s 
liberation does not go 
together with 
fundamentalism. The 
fanatics want to keep 
the women iUiterate, 
they want to confine 
them to purdah 
because liberated 
women wil^ 
again^fii^ 


How <fo you look at the 
country's iralitics? 

Today's politics is aimed at gett¬ 
ing votes. There is hardly any kieo- 
Ic^. Almost every party has bow- 
edbefore reli^n because thw 
diink they will not get votes ifthey 
speak out against religion. But I 



because sexiety has made them 
blind. They wul change if we talk to 
them with logic, with reason. 

What shomd the country's poli¬ 
tical ideologies be? 

Socialism, secularism, 
demexxacy and nationalism. 

The wmnen's lib movement is . 
nodiing new, it is strong far tire 
West also. 

1 have nothing fo do with what . 
the Western women are doing. Gur 
p^lems aredifferonr firemn mrirs^ 
Th^ are doing it their way, l arn 
doing it my way. 

You ire fighting against too 
many odds, much male diauvin- 
ism and fundamentalism. Do you 
think you can triun^h? 

I'm a bom optimist.'Our wcunen 
are getting awareof their rights, 
are begiiming to fight against 
injustices. Some day we wiU have 
ourday. ' 
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ly writers in Bangladesh have tried to uphold women’s rights and 
denounce fundamentalism, religious taboos and conservatism. But few have 
earned as great popularity as Tasiima Nasreen. Few have become as controversial 
as she has. And fewer have been able to create an active group of fans as she has 


use religit>n to exploit women. Over 
the years, Tasiima has won the sup¬ 
port of her family which is now proud 
of her success as a writer. But the 
world of conservative Mullahs has ris¬ 
en against her with even more 
ruthlessness. 

Tire Mullahs have reasons to be 
angry. As Tasiima wrote in Nirbachita 
Coliiniu, a Ixjok that earned her the 
1992 Ananda Pura.shkar: 'The 
Muslim Hadis Sharif says 'All on earth 
are commodities to relish and women 
are the best of them'." Quoting from 
the Mahabharal she said, "Women 
have no right to fr»H*dom." 

An atheist herself, Tasiima is vehe¬ 
mently against all religions. But to the 
Mullahs, she is a great threat because 
her messages are inspiring the women 
in a cemservative society, specially the 
teenagers, college and university stu¬ 
dents, to ri.se against oppression and 
to tight for women's liberation. She is 
equally vocal in her attack against con¬ 
servatism and the Mullahs. 

A bestM’liing writer in Bangladesh 
and also in neighbouring West 
Bengal, l aslima has had critics even 
among liberals. Though many admire 
her for her courage and dedication to 
the cause of women, there are others 
who feel she is crossing limits. 

"I like her as a poet. She can think 
clearly and has great selfn-onfidence. 
But at the same time it seems to me 
that she has a bias against man. She is 
an extremist," says Baby Moudud, a 
women's rights activist and editor of 
the women's magazine published by 
Bangladesh's largest circulating 
Bengali daily, Ittefaq. 

Tasiima does not disagree that she 
is an extremist, but adds, "but I'm not 
a man-hater". Many of her contempo¬ 
raries will temper their praise for her 
with some criticism and some reserva¬ 
tions about her popularity. 

"Taslima's writing has two traits; 
religion and .sex," says Imdadul Haq 
Milan, another bestselling novelist. 
"There are large numbers of Mullahs 
who read her books simply to find out 
w^hdt she is saying against them. The 
teenagers read her books because 
there is a tot of sex," says Milan who, 
however, salutes her courage to con¬ 


front the fanatics. "In a society like 
ours where women are seen as objects 
of sex we need a powerful writer like 
her," he adds. 

Much of her writings about the ill- 
treatment meted out to women by 
men come from her personal oxpc'rien- 
cethat gives her works a realistic touch. 

"1 think she is among the best of our 
young poets. She uses strong imagery, 
much of it culled from her experiences 
as a v'oman," says literary critic Syed 
Manzurul Islam, who teaches at 
Dhaka University's English 


Yet, Milan defends a writer's right 
to fretnlom of speech and freedom of ' 
expression. 

"What the Mullahs are doing again¬ 
st Ta.slima Nasreen also scares me as a 
writer," he says. "We also fee! 
thrt'atened," 

Many writers in Bangladesh have 
tried to uphold women's rights and 
denounce fundamentalism, religious 
tabo(>s and conservatism. But few 
have earned as great popularity as 
7 aslima Nasreen. Few have become a^ 
controversial as she has. And fewer 


MA^I^SLAVE^MmuGE 



fter three unsuccessful mar- 
riagesover 10 

Sheers, Tasiima Nasreen 
ieel$ marriage is no more a happy 
union b^weeh a man and a 
woman. It's another way of 
enslaving a woman. 

"No more marriages," says the 
31-year«<*l writer, '^triage 
recnicesa woman to a slave of a 
man. It has always been a master 
and riave relation." She has form¬ 
ed this opinion because of her own 
peisonaleiqreriences and that of 
the people around her. 

In fter poetry, novels and arti¬ 
cles, TasBjxia speaks about the mise¬ 
ries o? women, and love, sex and 
rriiglous conservatism. However, 
she does not want to reveal any- 
thimi^Mstft^brcdeen ties. T 
dpQT vhsfttito talhabout my private 



EfewasapmmiriMyQtt^li^ - 
Rudra MoluunmadSiidiiauDah 
who died some time after th^ 
broke up. caimetNaitnul 

Islam, who used toedit.a'Ba^jgali 
vraekly in which Tafi^mp writes a 
column. The third triarrii^ was 
with awMiha-jouiTiiiij^ 

Mahnfud, umotendw fiW t di ed in the 
United^tesk 

Tasiima fiUiteoalhblOth :floor of 
a modem aptariment which she 
recently bought lier^unger 
sister, her rister'^slhimnd and 
their dau^ter, Bhalobasha, live 
with her, Tariiina's mother, who 
lives with hra husband in Mymen- 
. singh/ visits thrin regtihuly. 


department. 

But, according to Man/unil Islam, 
she still lacks maturity in handling 
novels. Tasiima has so far written six 
books of poems, five short novels and 
three books of essays. 

Milan and many others would not 
agree to Taslima's portrayal of com- 
munalism in her banned hovel, Lnjjn. 
"The book gives the impression that 
the people of Bangladesh are commu¬ 
nal. But this is not the real picture. She 
has incorrectly shown Hindu women 
being raped in Bangladesh in retalia¬ 
tion to the Babri mosque destruction," 
says Milan, 


have been able to create an active 
group of fans as she has. 

"In her we find a ray of hope—a 
hope for women battered by years tif 
discrimination and tons of humilia¬ 
tion," says Zuena Ferdous Mitul, a stu¬ 
dent at Dhaka's Vicarunnessa College. 

An ardent reader of Taslima's 
btxiks and a frequent visitor to her 
house, Mitul calls Tasiima 'Didi', a 
departure from 'Apa', the Muslim 
manner of addressing an cider sister. 

"Didi will triumph and with her, 
our women will break the shackles 
that bind them," says Mitul. ■ 
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From the sanctity of the Golden temple 
past the spiritual cleansino of the Holy 
Ganges. From fertile plains to the 
highest points of the Hilly ranges 
beyond... 

The Northern RaHway sets its tracks on 




Northern Railway 
At your service 


A goal tar greater than the 1,228,675 
passengers A carries every daw. Far 
more important than the 265,767 tonnes 
of freight A moves daily. Far more 
inta^tAed than the 11,023 kms of tracks 
that criss-cross between its 1,296 
stations. 

Our goal is that of a united and 
prosperous India. Every employee of 
the Northern Railway is ready and wAiing 
to journey towards that 
destination—with a continuous green 
signBi at all stops! 


























































E arly mornings with a slight 
touch of mist and a lingering 
dampness. The last traces of 
the monsoons are beginning 
to wipe themselves from the sky. The 
cloud patterns have changed and the 
quality of the light— white hot, clear 
and blue, but cooling at the edges. 
Lines of people are beginning to grow 
and shift and change outside the ticket 
offices. Howrah is busily blackmarkct- 
Ing seats to Delhi. lAC has to put on 
extra flights to Kathmandu despite the 
recent fare hike. There's no room to 
accommodate alt the people who want 
to fly out of Calcutta. 

At Kumartuli and Kalighat, activity 
is equally feverish, complicated by a 
flash fire. Mud and straw begin to 
grow arms and legs and take on the 
shape i)f the goddess of goddesses: 
Durga. 

All this bustle, both at Howrah and 
Kumartuli, not to mention lAC, is in 
her honour. It is because she is coming 
that the weather has changed and will 
continue to change, depending on 
what means of transport she chooses 
for her journey down the Himalayas 
to the ocean. It is also because she is 
coming that there are 134 people wait¬ 
listed on a single flight to Kathmandu. 
"The only people mad enough to stay 
in Calcutta," said one, "are people 
directly involved with the Ihrja, or are 
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l(X) unlucky to gel out. 1 can't imagine 
anyone in their right mind staying." 

Bata suddenly sprouts a new ban¬ 
ner that is draped across the main cros¬ 
sings showing the goddess mounted 
on a boat or horse or palanquin, accom¬ 
panied by the bold demand; "We 
want now shoes for Puja" Before that. 


the calendar tells vou that she is com¬ 
ing and slaves in commercial houses 
heave a sigh of relief and start consult¬ 
ing their bank accounts and their tra¬ 
vel agents. Their demand is nyt new 
shoes but whether they can squeeze a 
week of holidays c»u t of the chai rman 
—a task complicaltxl by the new 
abbreviated rituals that can plot Sapta- 
mi and Ashtami confusingly on the 
same day. 

State government employees specia¬ 
lise in demands for Ihija bonus, distur¬ 
bing all their neighbours with screams 
of agony over a rented microphone. 
"Can you imagine what the Pujas are 
going to be like?" one artist demanded 
angrily, glaring out at the noise. "This 
is only one mike. When they start play¬ 
ing full blast at all the pandals, our 
ears a^e going to ring." 

M ahalaya, when 1 was a child, was 
a struggling awake out oi a 
warm coccoon oCsleep and darkness 
to hear a voice on many transistors 
chanting. I never knew what was 
being chanted, because 1 always fell 
asleep again, but in the fraction ot a 
moment between skvp and wakeful¬ 
ness, I would realise that the Pujas had 
arrived. I remember last year's 
Mahalava day because it had been a 
holiday and becau.se everyone had 
clustered disbelievingly around the 
calendar, exclaiming, "What, a holi¬ 
day? Mahalaya a holiday in a sahib • 
office?" , 

It had been a holiday, but a lot of 
people worked on it. And my neigh- 





bours next door, who used to wake me 
with their transistors, haven't switch¬ 
ed their transistors on over three 
years. Greataunts and grandparents 
listen to the broadcast on Mahalaya 
and very very traditional people. 
People who mourn the passing of 
Birendra Krishna Bhadra and com¬ 
plain that nothing will ever be the 
same again. 

Mahalaya signals to thousands of 
shoppers that it is time they finished 
their Puja shopping. Crowds on busy 
crossings like Gariahat can push 
people off the pavements and lend a 
nightmarish touch of claustrophobia 
to the peregrinations of the ordinary 
shopper. \Vomen frantically chase the 
last Rs 12 red petticoat for their maid¬ 
servants and find that at least 10 other 
women have had the same idea, with 
the result that there are at least 11 <i 

women in an impromptu tug of war. 

The hawkers are harassed and busy 
rolling and unrolling saris that must 
be looked at at least thrice before being 
rejected. They look busy and their 
shops are never empty. But if you 
jump to the conclusion that their busi¬ 
ness is profitable, then you are vastly 
mistaken. "Didi, we only l<H)k busy," 
one said "No one wants to buy expen¬ 
sive things. The only people shopping 
are the tines with black money." 

Adding to the crowds are the men 
setting up scaffolding on the street cor¬ 
ners— the earlier you set up your pan- 
dal, the bigger the discount— forcing 
motorists to negotiate their way angri¬ 
ly through poles and bodies. Goddes¬ 
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ses begin to arrive from the fourth day 
U'haliirilii). 

The new generation of goddesses 
do not pretend to look like Hcma Mali- 
ni. Nor are they irresistibly edible crea¬ 
tions of sandesh and peanut, bearing 
testimony more to their creator's inge¬ 
nuity than to their piety. 

Kalighat is responsible for 75 of 
these images, Kumartuli tor sliglitly 
more. Both areas are visitect by tour¬ 
ists who comment on the doubtful 
divinity of a goddess who emerges 
from surroundings littered by dogs 
and garbage and enquire whether it is 
possible to get a discount oh an image 
that has been peed on by a dog. The 
goddess at Kumartuli has been the sub¬ 
ject of more documentaries and inter¬ 
national controversy that The City of 
Joy. Paritosh Sen says these goddesses 
are no longer made with the same reve¬ 
rence, so what can one expect? The 
days of the Hindi film and starlet god¬ 
desses are nonetheless mercifully 
over. The trend now is a return to the 
traditional days to Danker and SIwlar 
Shaaj with imagination running wild 
over the pandals. 

G oddesses now preside over disco 
pandals complete with flickering 
strobe lights, are housed in Dutch 
windmills or rule Girton College 
accompanied, on one occasion, by a 
rather mystified Bodhisatva. "Did 
you go to look at the pandals?" 1 asked 
one of my colleagues. "No," he 
replied, "I spent the day in bed read¬ 
ing my Puja sankhyas (numbers). Any¬ 
way, ^ildren are the only ones who 
like looking at goddesses." 

The temper of the CTOwds changes 
during Puja. The change becomes 


apparent from Shashthi eve when 
female commuters waiting hopelessly 
for buses find themselves earning the 
unwelciime attention of every man on 
the road. Women wandering through 
crowds at Puja pandals can be 
molested, even though aevompanied 
by a male escort One Puja brought to 
light the presence of a Jack-thc-Ripper 
like slasher who hauntts-i pandals and 
slashed women with low backed 
blouses, who he felt were lowering 
traditional Bengali standards. "I love 
the Pujas, but I hate pandal hopping," 
a friend of mine said. 'There's too 
much of a crush, you can get your 
pockets picked and some of the crow¬ 
ds are pretty disreputable." 

ITDC has a solution to the pandal 
hopping problem, it takes out an all 
night tour in an air-amditioned bus, 
so you can view your goddesses in 
relative comfort, with an experienced 
guide to direct your attention to things 
you might otherwise miss— like the 
18 arms of a Haryana style Durga, 
"God," whispers one awed tourist, 

' 'imagine ail those arms and no deodo¬ 
rant." People, perhaps drugged, or 
just stoned on divinity, collapse and 
lie supine in the aisle of the bus. The 
evening is compounded of hilarity 
and incense. Too many people fall 
down and the night, for those who 
h^lven't slept during the day, is a little 
too long. 

Children bawl and are constantly 
advertised as missing over the louds¬ 
peaker systems. Their mothers chase 
them with handkerchiefs. People 
jostle in queues, no one willing to wait 
for anyone else. Ashtami evening is 
even more crowded than the evening 
before. Servants take leave from their 







nousehoici cnores ana go goaaess mihiaam and sitabhog that threaten to a result, are brought to Ught. 

watdiing. Even old ladies wander out ooze out of control. Crowds flock to Puja is also noise and lighte. The 

with their escorts hoping, mistakenly savour at pandals, Wjic/iuri at makers of small generators are 

for an evening in which they can look Belur, where the priest ceremoniously obviously reaping a large bonus rent¬ 
al goddesses and compare clothes in sacrifices a pumpkin and a cucumber ing out their goods. So are the renters 

peace. in front of the goddess. Visitors on of microphones. As for the lights, the 

The crowd is the same all over the Biioya may find themselves confront- pandals olaze through the darkness, 

north, east and wherever Bengalis edf with at least five types of sandesh. Satyajit Ray, the assassination of Rajiv 

E ther, and are hilarious together. In And even if you don't move out of Gandhi, Jaws. You look at the pandal 

itumkhra, the women descend the your house to look at the nearest god - lights and wonder how many days 

hill and the last rays of the setting sun dess, you do have to eat. And if there is you have till loadshedding time corn- 

catch the dazzle out of Shesher Kabita. nothing else to tell you that Puja is es around again, even despite the offi- 

Peanut sellers, balloon sellers, mobile around, your fishmonger certainly cial assurances in black and white 

merry-go-round pushers throng the will be raising hjs i )i ices almost treble, newsprint. 

area around the small pandal. The "1 don't see where the religion is in all But despite all this, Puja is a kind of 

only difference is that the goddess this," one irate consumer spluttered. peace. No other city comes to a stand- 

goesto the river one Dashamisurroun- "it's nothing but commercialism." still for so many days and this despite 

ded by rifles. frantic cries of ‘unprofessional!' from 

The tourist resorts are crowded by T iquor shops profit during the Puja. the rest oHndia. No other holiday 

people looking for the Puja out of Puja Li Young Bengali exeaitives find it except tor annual leave is quite this 

experience. The hill stations, the the most convenient reason for getting long" though college students have the 

beaches. At Howrah, the people chase drunk. Goddesses are to be baptised luxury to reminisce of two months of 

their luggage and, like Tagore, find in vodka or mm or beer, or even in the summer. 11 is a kind of taking stock, a 

themselves being chased by their lug- local kalimarka. Protests cKcasion a rewinding, whether you read the Puja 

gage. Burrabazar unrolls in kilo- request to flip through the nearest hnnuaU in bed, leave town, or go pan¬ 
metres of material, since Durga Puja Vedas where it says in crabbed or prin- dal hopping, 

demands at least two changes of cloth- ted script that somw is a must lor anv The last splash, as the goddess sur- 

ing a day, or four, if you happen to be religious festival. And .muiki is an ges into the river, is auspicious. People 

ilia family puja in Lucknow or intoxicant, after all In fact, claim jostle to catch it. Its wet touch might 

Allahabad. many young men, intoxication is the just keep the holiday spirit lingering 

Puja is clothes and holidays. It is best state for religion. The drunken in your heart for another year until the 

also mounds and mounds of hxxi and mind is more sensitive to the presence dmms start beating again and thewca- 

mishti, glistening yellow mounds of of divinity and many hidden truths, as ther changes. ■ 






□ Bejan Daruwalla 


es 

March 21—/^il 20 

and ties and an addition 

clear on partnerships at all level^ 
October 14 to 17 is definitely action time 
for you all, so get going! Many of you will 
win recognition. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 





The great positioning of 
the Sun and Saturn 
favours a new job or 
perks and promotions 
in the existing one 
l-oans and funds, the 
keeping of pets, hiring or firing of 
servants and staff are the other trends of 
the week. Mars in your .sign of opposition 
does suggest troublesome health 

Gemini 

May 21---. June 20 

This is definitely a 
go-ahead week. Career 
diplomats, journalists, 
teachers, lawyers, 
surrogate and natural 
mothers derive great 
joy now. Now is the time to try 
speculations Children, research, 
education, hobbiixs, leisure and 
holidaying are the other main trends. 



Cancer 

June2i--Jiilv20 



confusion. A ha: 
success though. 


Both home influences 
and the lure of distant 
places will have you in 
a vice-like grip, 
naturallv causing a 
little tension and 
py Mercury factor spells 
rhis will be in 



negotiating, settling legal matters and 
selling or renting your house. 


Leo 

July21—August 21 

Those in news, sales, 
ads, publicity, law, 
politics, reforms or 
research do 

wonderfully well as the 
Sun, your main planet, 
conjuncts lupiter, the harbinger of good 
luck. The influence you wield will be 
immense. It is best to weigh every 
situation on merit. 

Virgo 

August 22—.September 22 

Mercury, your 
planetary symbol, in 
fine formation with 
.Neptune makes you 
lull of inspiration and 
precise at making 
choices. Those in wholesale business, 
trading specially, make the bank coffers 
rattle October 16 to 19 will be ideal for 
dine hing a new major deal 

Libra 

.‘^epts'inber 23—October 22 

The new mexin in your 
sign fuses with Venus, 
in tp in making way for 
4n J charisma, grace and the 

, n i “ gtxid things of life. Use 

—~ 1,1 this week to promote 

yourself. Those of you in the fine arts, 
psychiatry, public relations and 
management will .show the world how 
giKid you really are! 

Scorpio 

October 23- November 22 

t '~~ ^ Mounting expenses, 
restlessness, hedic 
behind-the-scenes 
moves and 
manipulations make 

__ this a cloak-and-dagger 

week for Scorpios. October 16 and 17 
show which way the wind blows. While 
you will be introsj^tiveand thoughful, 
you will also be full of dash. 


Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

The new moon in your 
slot of ^ins, gaiety, 
friend^ip, 
entertainment, 
children, profit and 
pleasure helps you to 
get what you want. This is the right time 
to carry out your plans. You will feel 
absolutely sure of success, and that in 
itself is a plus point. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

JUlf' Your planet Saturn is in 
3^ w ■ superb formation with 
IhI . the Sun, and hence a 
rocket-Uke forward 
thrust will be given to 

S."' ll B E3 your work pursuits as 

well as social objectives. October end 
November will be a period of wish 
fulfilment. Give your best shot. H.r. c fun 
and entertain. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

TheSun-Jupiter 
nmjunctiim helps you 
to spurt ahead, plan 
intelligently, start new 
ventures, brush away 
the disappointments of 
the past and, thus, psychologically be 
prepared for victory. Travel, ceremony 
and children are definitely on the astro 
agenda. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

Neptune, your main 
planet, connects 
winsomely with 
Mercury, propelling 
you into joint-finances, 
loans, funds, buying 
and selling, leasing and funding. Those in 
trade and aimmerce do well. A home 
away from home, deals and a change of 
scenery arc more than possible 









































NOTE: All arrival and defKtrture times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote (he days, 1 being Monday. 


INTTJ^NATIONAL 


£ Ajntterrfain-Delhi-Caleutta: 
AiT.(7):KW75al0135. 

£ CalcutU-Ddhi-Anulerdain: 
Dm.(7);KL-876at0340. 
Calcutta-Singapore; Dep. (4); 
S(H20atl310. 
SingapoM-CalcutU; Arr. (2); 
SQ-416atl025. 

DelhK^alcutU'Singapiimi Arr. 
(l).A]-^atl145;Dep.n); 
A1-43Q at 1300; Ait. (5); Al-428 at 
0540; Dep. (5); AI-428 at 0650, 
Singapote-Calcutta-Delhh Arr. 

(5):Al-429atl625;Dep,(5): 
AI-429atl740. 

Singapofe-Calcutta-Bombay: 

Ait. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431 alOlOO. 

6 Siimpore-Dhaka'Calcnlta: 
AiT.(4):SQ-420atl210. 

9 Cakatta-Dhaka-Singapon: 
Dep.(2):SQ-416atn30. 
Bombay-Cdcutta-Bangkok-To- 
kyo: Arr. <5): AI-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) : AI-306 at 1910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta-Bom- 
bay: Arr. (6); AI-309at 1825; Dep 

(6) :AI-309atl930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Lomlon-New 
York: Dep. (2): AI-101 at 0100. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Londan-New 
York; Dep. (5); Al- 
429/AM87/AH01atl740. 
CalcuHa-Bombay-Delki-Londo 
n-New Yoriu Dep. (6): AI- 
309MMllall930. 
CalcHtU-Delhi-London-Toront 
o: Dep. (5): AI-429/AI-187 at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paiii: 

S .(6);AI.309/AM47atl930. 

wtta-Delhi-Rome-Geneva: 
Dep. (5); A1-429/A1-171 at 1740. 
Caicutta-DcUii-Frankhirt-Paria: 
Dep. (5): AI-429/AH41 at 1740. 
Caiculta-Bombay-Delhi-Paria-F- 
ranklurl; Dep. (2): Ai- 
431 / AI-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): AI- 
309/Al-147atl930. 
CalcuHa-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4/ 5, 
7): IC-731 at (fe.5; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314atl355. 

BangkiA-CalcutU: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7): lC-732 al 1505; Arr. (1,3,6); 
TG-313at 1240. 

Calcutta-Ka'hmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5):IC-747atl24S;Dep (1,6): 
KA-214at 1455. 

Kalhmandu-CaicutU: Arr. (1,3, 

5)IC-748ai 161.5; Arr. (1,6); 
RA-2]3atl355, 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6); 
lC-723atl330;Dep.(l,5): 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7): 
BG-092at 1105; Dep. (4); BG-092 
at 2125; Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,7); 
BG-096 at 1920; Dep. (4); BG-096 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcutia: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-724atl600;Arr,(2,.3,6,7): 
BC-091 at 0925; Arr, (4): BG-091 


atOreS; Arr. (1,5): BC3-091 at 
1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4): BG-095 at 1940. 
Caloitta-Cbittagong: Dep. (6); 
IC-225 at 1230; 13^.14): BGh^ 
at 0835; Dep. (7); fc-698 at 1525. 
ChittagonK-Calcutta: Ar. (6): 
lC-226 at 1450; Arr. (4): BG-697 at 
2045; Arr. (7): BG-697at 1445. 
Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. 

(2); KB-105 at 0805, Dep. (2): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutla-Paro; Air. 

(7)- KB-106at 1005; Dep. (7): 
KB-106atll05. 

Ic Sofia-Bahrain-Calcutta: Arr. 

(4) :LZ-5(Oat1130. 

4c Caicutta-Bahraln-Sofla: Dep. 

(5) :LZ-504at0100. 

* Moscow-Shai|ah^alculU: 
Arr.(4):SU-S37atl555. 


Londoa-Delhi-Calcutta; Arr. 
(1):AI-12Q/Al-682atl14S. 

New Yoi^ - London-Ikllii - Cal¬ 
cutta; Arr. (5): AI-112/A1-42B at 
0540. 

Parta-Frankfuit-Dclhl-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1): AI-146/A1-682 at 1145. 
Tomnto-Loiidon-Delhi-Calcutt- 
a; Arr. (1): AI-166/Al-682 at 1145. 
Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Caicutta: 
Arr. (5): Al-756/AI-306 at 1730. 
Bahiain * Doha • Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): AI-876/Af-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bmnbay-Calcutta: 

Arr. (5): AI-816/AI-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
Al-736/AI-428 at0540; Arr, (1): 
AI-734/AI-682atll45. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5):AI-806/AI-3068tl730. 


fbinkdkim*i(tkdeMidarintda»M 
This is, however, 3id^eak><Aaiitge.Atts$Hgeaar\^ 
adigsedi0he^traidi<fmtmtnceme»tsmKie'by 
ItuhanAMltm hi d»pKSS. Forassistance, ttuymay 
ceima(cOy^ftoe)2^m 264433, 262415,262541^ 
2626S7md2629Q9,mtdratfpm)5529433. 5529SJ7, 
5529S41, 2670a7atid204433. Exc^fixm 45ana46 
exchanges, tUal 14&/br»neral infbrmatton, 141 fitr 
resemMom, 142 fjrfU^ arrivals and 143fi»r 
A^rturn. 


* Calculta-Sharfah-Moscow: 
Dep.(4):SD-538atl755. 

$ Animan-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
Arr. (4): RJ-184at0705; Dep, (4): 
R}-184at080S. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

Arr. (4): RJ-185 at 1450; Dep. (4). 
RJ-185atl550. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah - 
Abu Dhabi: Dep. (2): AI- 
431/AI-703 at 0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
in Dep. (2); AI-431 /AI-873 at 
0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Moaco 
w: Dep, (6): AI-309/A1-515 at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muacak Dep. 
(2): AI431 /AI-833 at 0100; Dep. 
(6):AI-309/Al-845atl930. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Muacat: Dep. 

(5) ;AI-429/Al-841atl740. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi- 
Dubai: Dep. (2): A1-431/AI-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6); AI-309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi; Dep. 

(6) :AI-309/Al-21Satl930. 


Kuwail-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5); AI-856/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-826/Al-306atl730. 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - uiculta: Arr. (5): AI- 
706/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Air. 
(5);AI-826/Al-306atl730. 


DOMtSlIC 


Air-India 

Caicntta-Bombay: Dm. (2); 
AI-431 at 0100; D^. («: AI-309 at 
1930. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
Al-306atl730. 

Calcutta-Deihi: Dep. (5); A(-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr (1): AI-6B2 


at 1145; Arr. (5); AI-428 at0540. 

East WestAirUnes 

Calcutta-Dclhk Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6):4S805att455. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6):4S806atII25. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) ; 4S 812 at 1155. 
Guwahati-Ca]cutta:Arr.(I,2,3, . 

4.5.6) :4S811at1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6): D2103 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay. Dep. (daily); 
D2-102 at 0915; Dm. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) ; D2104 at 2000. 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agarlaia: Dep. (daily): 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (1,2,3,4,6, 

7) : IC-743 at 1300; Arr. (daily): 
lC-742 at 0940, Arr. (1,2,3,4,6,7): 
IC-744at 1530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7): IC-721 at 1215; Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-722atl455. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) : IC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) :lC-772atl200. 

Calcutta - Viahakhapatnam - 
Madra8;Dep.(3,5);lC-542at 
1045; Arr. (3,5): IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madna: Dep. (daily): 
lC-765at 1715; Arr. (daily): 
lC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 

6): IC-777 at 1620; Air. (2,4,6): 
lC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay. Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily): 
IC-i 76 at 0915; Arr. (daily): 
iC-274 at 1845 and Arr. (daily): 
IC-175at0815. 

Calcutta-Potl Blain Dep. (2,4,6); 

lC-28Sat0540;Arr.a,i6): 

iC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Dclhi: Dep. (daily): 
(C-.263at0700and IC-402at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 

Arr. (daily); IC-401 at 1205 and 

IC-2Mat2155,Arr.a4,6,7): 

IC-262at0600. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Palna-Dellil: 
Dep. (daUy): IC-810 at 0630; Arr. 
(daUy);IC-809at1115. 
Calcutta-PaUa-Lucknow- 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3,5); IC-410at 
1800; Arr. (1,3,5); IC-409at 2105. 


£ No traffic rignta on Oelhi-Calcutta-DeAii 
& No traffic rights on Bahrain-Calcutta-Bahnain 
* No traffic lights on CMcutta-Sharjah-Calcutta 
0 No ttaffic lights on Calcutta-Dhaka'Calcutta 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Galcutta 







Calcutta-Imphal: Dep (3,9) 
IC-259at0745 Arr (3,9) IC-260 
at 1410 

Calcutta - Silchar • Imphal: Dep 
(2,4,6 7) IC-2')9at0890,Arr (2, 
4,6,7) IC-256atl340 
Calc«tla«Sttchat; Dep (1,3) 
IC-253at08S0,AiT (1,3) 10-254 
at 1130 

Calculta-Dibnigarii: Dra (2,4, 
6 7) IC.201 at 1040, Arr (2,4,6, 
7) IC-202atl430 
Calcutta > Guwahati - DimapuR 


Dep (2,4) lC-257atll40,Arr (2, 
4) lC-258at 1640 
Calcutta-Gutvahati. Dep 
(daily) IC-229atl310 Dep (1 3 
9 6) IC-711at0700, Arr (daily) 
IC-230al 1620, Arr (1,3,5 6) 
lC-712atl010 

Calcutta - Tczpur - Jorhat - Cal¬ 
cutta.-Dep tt,4,6) lC-213at 
0900, Arr (2,4,6) IC-213atl305 
Calcutta - Bhubaneawar « Nag¬ 
pur - Hyderabad: Dep (3,5, 7) 
!C-769atl600 Arr (3 5 7) 


■i(jpM 3 isanii^B 


ObpartiM 


3005 1®20 
3003 20 3$ 


7303 10 15 


2301 16 30 


2305 1946 


3073 23 00 


5047 13 00 

3a)9 20 JO 
300/ 9 40 


3071 22 30 
3&16. 9-55 
11.99 15 2$ 


1171 16*25 

' 3627 14-20 
jrtBI 154a5 


Howrah 

AmrttaarMnll 

Bombav IMt via AUahabed 

Poorv* Delhi) Expteta via 

Oaya-Varanasi 

Dap Toes Thurs&Sat 

Arr Wed FrI&Sun 

Poorv* 9iew Delhi) Express via Patna 
Oep Mon WedFfl&Sun 
Arr Mon Tuea TnursSSat 
naldhenl Express via (3aya 
Oep Mon Toes Thors Fn4Sun 
Arr Toes Wed Tnurs Sat & Sun 
fls dhianl Express via Palna 
Oep Wod&Set 
Arr Fn 6Mon 

Mlmglrl (Jemmu-Tewl) Express 

Tn-WWy 

Oep TueS Fn&Sat 

Arr foes Wed &Sat 

Purbanohal (Gorakhpur) Exprasa 

Dep AArr Sun Mon Wed&Fn 

Ooon Express via Grand Chord 

Udysn Abhe Toofan Express via Mam 

Lino 

Arndtsv Express 

Delhi Janata Express via Main line 

Gorakhpur Express 

Mithlla Express 

Kamrup (Guwahati) Expiesa 

Black Duunond Express 

Coatflald Express 

Asansol Express 

Danapur Express 

North Bihar Express 

Dep Wednesday 

Air Friday 

Jamalpur Express 

Santtntketan Express 

Qhembal (QwaHor) Expiesa 

Oep 8at&Sun 

Air Tuee&Wsd 

$n^ (hidon} Expieaa 

Dep Tljfs&Weo 

Arr SM&Sun 


Tima l%i 

■'-46 2312 
7 55 3006 
13 IS 3004 
17 00 2382 


17 00 2304 


10 45 2302 


12 50 2306 


Express 11 35 3074 


Exprass 4 30 5048 


OtMMIllMtf 

IhureHNIyi 


etprasa 


?Mi« 9mkhh 

6iMt1 iB-K) 1lNlil»>t«ni»tM|mee 
Den.Mte>,Fri&$w 
M-mfftASun 
14B ShM^MiN 

11 SSNi«ilrMvbl^^l^ 



IdMiSfiOMiKip 


7P0 3010 
18 19 3008 


lC-770at2120 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - 
Madnw.Oep a, 4) IC-544at 
1045 Arr (2,4) lC-943al 1005 

Vayuikmt 

Calcutta-JamshedpuR Dep (1, 

3 5) PF.717atoM,Arr (1,3,5) 
PF-718at0830 

* Calcutta-Aixawl-Agaitala- 
Calcutta Dep (1,3,5) ^-^581 
0900 Arr (I 3,5) PF-706at)290 


I Calcutta-CoochBchar-Bagdo- 

P ra - Calcutta: Dep (1,3,5) 
F-707at 1320, Arr (1,3 9) 
PF-708at 1700 

Calcutta - Agattala - Shillong: 
Dep a 4.6,7) PF-701 at0630, 
Arr 0,4,6,7) PF-702atin0 
Calcutta • Aixawl - Agaitala- 
Calcutta: Dep (2,4,6,7) PF-705 
atll40,Arr (2,4,6,71 PF-706at 
1930 

* Technical landing at Agartala 


3103 16-20 Shi«iri«M(U6BOU46xpnaa 40-25 3104 

5185 12 40 Qar^8«gKV(Dhhapre)ExpfSsc 4-25 5186 

Oep 6 Arr TueSi Thus & Set 


SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


9 30 3072 
19 40 3016 
r IS 1160 


7 15 1172 


4 ?6 J32« 
7 19 1182 


Tima On 

8 30 3142 


8-4$ 3144 
M6 3112 
20-35 665$ 
6-1S‘$lW 
16-50 0152 
TS-55 0134 


Dapaitura 

Up Tima 

Howrah 

Arrival 

Time 

Dr 

6003 

20 49 

Madras Mall 

700 

6004 

8002 

19 20 

Bombay Mail via Nagpur 

a 10 

8001 

2860 

12 30 

Gltaniali (Bombay) Expreaa 

15 15 

2859 

8034 

20 15 

Ahmedabad Expraas 

5 IS 

8033 

8030 

11 20 

Kurla Express via Nagpix 

16 15 

8029 

2841 

14 25 

CoromaiKlal (Madras) Expraas 

12 00 

2842 

631' 

22 35 

via Cuttack 

Bangalors Express 

13 45 

6312 

8013 

17 30 

Dep Tues 

Arr Sun 

Tata Steel Expreaa 

10-20 

8014 

8011 

6 55 

Ispst Express 

22-05 

8012 

8006 

21 00 

Sambalpur Express 

500 

8006 

8016 

21 30 

Ranchi Hatia Exprass 

8 25 

8016 

8007 

22 00 

Purl Exprsas via (DuttacK 

530 

8008 

8409 

iy 00 

Jagannath (Purl) Exprass via Narai 

8 25 

8410 

2821 

6 10 

Ohauli (Bhubaneawar) Express 

21 30 

2«?2 

8079 

23 20 

1 

i? 

1 

• 

4 15 

8080 

6045 

10 50 

East Coast (Hyderabad) Exprasa 

IS 00 

8046 

8017 

16 45 

Purulla Expraas 

11 25 

8016 

6322 

22 39 

Dep Lxrept Saturday 

Arr-txrept Sunday 

Guwahati - Howrah -Trivandrum Cen¬ 

22 16 


_ 

14 10 

tral Express Monday onlv 

Trivandrum Central - Howrah - Quwa- 

13 45 

6321 


14 10 

hati Exprass Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus • QuwahaU 

13 45 

6313 

6314 

22 35 

Weekly Express (via VisaKhapatnam $ 
Howiah) Thursday only 

QuwahaU • Cochin Harbour Tamunus 

2215 


6316 

22 35 

Weekly Eitpr«sa(ve Howrah &Vtsakha 
patnam) Saturday only 

Cochin Harbour Terminus Exprasa 

13-46 

KHS 

6520 

22 35 

(ve Visakhapatnam & Howrah) 

Oep Fn&Scm 

Arr Tues 

OuwahaU - Banoalora dty WseWy 

22 15 



14* (0 

Expreaa (via Howrah & Cuttack) Wad 
nesdayonly 

Banailore City - Quwahdii Weakly 

13 45 

6519 


ENOUIRIB8: Ffn-itKind ttw clock kitorih«tion M iMitth RM$tm 
ftn^Eealm Rtfwey trains, piaaM cM 2803648-84 ll^ln-oc^^ 
-ttllkwi for aB otNk infbnnatlon. l*or k itei wi^ mit3i 

rkaarehtiena an Eastern Rauway and Scuth-BaMern 
tfiai&20S4$6-8600(bc)m$arri«»Bpmanwi4«im 
aMfunday|iaiidBannadlinlkhij4>ihaiMWeri,^lW 


adhi te ftn a tlottpwbalnftmHlti^ (ra$aid|ngtraliiMMM^ 

naanraBcna). tnrin saryiaa fitiluiry M B cfi li ftt 
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Neil O'Brien 



W e receive several 
requests in the mail 
to 'provide sets of ques¬ 
tions and answers for a 
quiz being conducted 
s(x)n...' Now that is a 
favour which, we arc sorry, 
cannot be granted. The rea¬ 
son is simple: setting and 
then sending questions^and 
answers to different 
groups and organisations 
is an impossible task. Sorry 
to disappoint the Bihar 
Bengalee Association from 
Hazaribagh (and countless 
others), but we arc sure you 
will appreciate out point of 
view. However, if you are 
setting a quiz try and make 
it as enjoyable and interest¬ 
ing as ^ssible—ask ques¬ 
tions on a variety of sub¬ 
jects: music, history, food, 
comics, India, etc. The 
more you 'balance the 
quiz', the more enjoyable it 
gets. And most 
importantly, when you are 
setting a quiz, don't just 
take questions verbatim 
from a quizbook. Someone 
sitting on a team will have 
the same book as you (the 
quiz master) and that 
means disaster. A criminal 
quizzy offence. 

When setting a quiz. 


QUESTIONS 


avoid nonsensical numeri¬ 
cal facts, e.g., how high is 
Mount Everest? Eight thou- 
.sand and whatever 
metres—who cares! Ano¬ 
ther no-no is don't get carri¬ 
ed away on a subject. If the 
person setting the ques¬ 
tions is a fan of Amitabh 
Bachchan, he must not get 
tempted to ask 'Can you 
name at least eight films in 
which he sport^ a beard?' 
A better way of playing 
around with the same piece 
of information: 'Besides 
being Amitabh films, what 
is common to Do Anjaaiie, 
Khuda Gawah, SItahenshah, 
laduf(ar and IndrajeeH' 
That's just one example of 
how important it is to 
frame a question well. We 
are sure you can think of 
many more examples. 

One could go on and on 
about formating, setting 
and presenting quizzes, 
but sufficient to say that 
don't bore your audience. 
The quizzing cliche, 'Quizz¬ 
ing is fun, not an examina¬ 
tion', is really the golden 
rule. Entertainment, that’s 
the key whether ycnx're 
organising a small quiz for 
p«>ple in your building or 
multi-million exlravagan- 
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Why is a titief caught ' 
red handed autiaut' 
btack handed or green 
handed? (Manof 
Verma, 'NeorKaUka 
Bus Stai^ Purutia ' . 
Road,Ranehimm) 

ANSWEB 

Some police agencies 
started sprinkling 
phenophthalene powder 
on currency notes. When 
a person touctef such 
notes the powder stuck to 
his fingers and when the 
hand teas washed with 
ammonia solution it gave 
a red colour to the 
phenophthalene powder, 
thus making the fingers 
red. 


zas in 30 centres across the 
country! 

A perennial problem for 
every quiz master is trying 
to pitch the questions at the 


right level (imagine asking 
a question on contract 
bridge or horse racing at a 
school quiz!). If too many 
of the questions cannot be 
answered by the mfijority . 
of the participants then 
they are likely to be put off 
while the audience dozes. 

If most of the contestants; 
know most of the answer? • 
then it is less of a contest.' 
The problem is to gauge the 
overall standard. Easier 
said than done. 

There is no adequate defi¬ 
nition of a 'hard' question 
or an 'easy' question. There 
IS much truth in the theory 
that an 'easy' question is 
the one you know the 
answer to. What may be a 
snorter for someone may 
be a lollipop for another— 
that's what makes this pas¬ 
time so enjoyable. 

Dr S. Akhtar reports 
from Tripura: 

"A bilingual quiz contest 
for schools was organised 
last month by the district 
administration in Kailasha- 
har, Tripura. The special 
thing about the quiz was 
that after each question for 
the teams there was one for 
the audience. Alpana 
Gupta conducted the quiz." 


Rout, Balasora, Orissa) 

2) Which novel of Charles Oickeis 
did he leave unfinished? (Shamo- 
shad AU, Bdgachla, Calcutta) 

3) Which Asian country is ruled by 
the State Law and Order Restora¬ 
tion Cdundl? fSyed Anwar Maq- 
sood,HQwtah) 

. 4 ) What was codenamed 'Sesame' 
Imt the British? (Rajeah Agarwa).. 

S) Wlw do the English drive to the 
. 1^? ^anka) Shai^, BIT h^esra, 
Rancht). - 

O What is hot money? (linridii Ali, 


Kimber Street, Calcutta) 

7) Give one word for the study of 
mater^ls and phenomena at tem¬ 
perature dose to absolute zero? 
(Shampa Majumdar, Agarpara) 

8) Besides a personal computer, 
what in the US is PC? (Vivek Pran 
-Chaudhri, Salt Lake, Calcutta) 

9) Ellen Churdi was the world's 
first what? (Captain S. Sen, Assam 
Rifles) 

10) Whose ghazals are called 'pop 
ghazals' or 'disco ghazals'? fmn^ 
ta^aiswal, Singhi Ltme, Calcutta) 


ANSWERS 


•sBqpn(miu*d(oi 
'86aE)Mqjn^(6 
‘,pajioa Xneopiiod, JO ,001) 
-esjanuos d)ipd, iraufussm omj, <8 


' 'sapiaSoXj^ (£ 
•SifJ dSumpxa 8}| u| uej « fo 
jteaf jof dojpo) sno)xue laS aidora 
ippiM ibuauno JO iCauow (9 
jasn )ue)su{ jo; J38uej48 atp o) ;xau 
aq pinoM (uua pjOMS jo) )qS|J sfq 
)eq) os aip (n jaiAO aaoiu pinoju 

qova 'jQipo qaea paqOBOKii^ 
uapp OAt^ jaaauaqM^ 
iepuaK>d. e syM jaSo«t)s 
pin qoeqasaaoq Oo.svAt.fMaj}. 
)som uaqM-siCep s!q).u|,petira:dhno< 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KALIFA^AN 
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OOPS<OIQtHoklon.ourfW0ri)alltficlnQaproblem.TooomplM 
MMm,addmMnolinattbm ^ to2.lo3.«lc. 


TUNQLER8I Say aloud, rapidly, at iaast thraa llmas' Pat 
Spratt anappad a aaap-Tim. Tom Thumb'a iwdn, look a tumbla. 
Any Ntda nmaa annoya narvous NaMa. Tha bio. bronvn baar 
blawbubbiaa. 


WHO SAID THAT7...YOU 
DECIDE 

Who said that? Let's see Assum¬ 
ing that the f(»llowing statements 
were nnade by persons fnetured 
above, «H*e how cjutckly you can put 
them m pri)pcr order and name the 
speakers. 

A. ''Huray up, this thing is gelti- 
Ing heavy/' 

B. "James, 1 think Ill fust sit 
hem and soak my feet." 

C. "1 wish that kid would come 
back for his kite." 

D. "Next trip to Moscow Tm 
wearing gloves." 

These are |ust funquotis of 

(.OUfM' 

Time limit—a maximum ol two 
minutes. 

■*r|4V V t uufi|t*d»N a-C ‘HPIU'H > t 


SWING SHIFT! Note that 
the total of each horunntal, 
vertical and one diagonal 
row, below, is six. One diago¬ 
nal, however, totals only 
three. Question; How. by 
movinji just one row of three 
digits to another location, can 
all rows, across, down and 
d iagonaUy, be made to total 6. 

You are asked to figure this 
out in just one minute. 

Remember, one row of 
figures IS to be repositioned. 

doi 

MOi iciuo/iinij (.tntiioqi )jn|i. (iwi akm nuo 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thw« are al leas! six dlffsr- 
aneaa In draKSng details between top and bottom panels. How 
quieMy can you find thems Check answers with Ihoce below. 




B u i s i su SI Bey Smswui si eea uiNd "9 'Pesmu r 
’C'BuiniuimMoii$-{-peueMiittoH't ^ssouMtwa 


TNCN score 1 points each for all 
words of four lettort or more 
teund among the letlers. 

Try to scare at least M palats. 

•smu -muimiusi moimiw 












































































































THE ADVENTURES OF LEGIONNAIRE BEAUPEER 
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T heir most popular 
item in India is the 
Ganesh series. But, 
no, they are not 
thinking of doing Durga 
images. 

Simply because the Pujas 
involve bisarjan (immer¬ 
sion) and their items "are 
meant for a lifetime, design¬ 
ed and made that way, 
ingredients of that nature 
us^" and, of course, cost 
the earth. 

"Each item is exclusive, 
we don't repeat any item," 
is Arijit Dutta's defence, 
though he hardly makes it 
sound like an ap<ik>gy or 
defence. 

Pot Pourrie is the seven- 


IFES7YLE 
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Grecian um (Rs 2,000) 









Pot with French 
dancer series 
(Rs 5,600) 
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Middle East culture jar (Rs 4,250) 


Metro Rail and productum 
(including exptwts) of pots 
and jars and figurine 
tables, lampshades, hand- 
painted kurtas, the works 
(Pot Pourrif). All exclusive. 

Pot Pourrie has a team of 
2(¥) workers who are 
involved in 33 stages ot pro¬ 
cess for each item produc¬ 
ed and each item takes an 
average ot six weeks to 
finish. 

"Naturally, their prices 
a verage Its 3,200 for a hand ■ 
painted kurta (mak', 
female, unisex or designed 
items) and range from a 
minimum ol Ks 1,200 for a 
small pot to an average of 
Rs 13,0CK) for a 4-foot-high 
pot. 

They sold one exception¬ 
ally large pot (some 6.5 feet 
tall) recently for Rs 63,000; 
so don't get shocked just 
yet. 

Pot Pourrie (1 / A jatin 
Bagchi Road, Calcutta 29) 

' had an exhibition at 
Grand's Tea Lounge last 
fortnight and in the coming 
six weeks will be on view in 
Kanpur, Delhi, Jaipur and 
then Bombay. 

Arijit Dutta and his 
father S.N. Dutta jointly 
design and create the items 
with their team in what 
they call "sculptures in the 
ceramic process". 

Chemically treated clay 
is mixed with other chemi- 



Handpainted kurtas with Michelangelo series (male; 

Rs 3,600) and Egyptian Queen Nefartri (female; Rs 6,200) 


cals and ingredients like 
flcsper, quarts, sodium 
bicarbonate, bentonite and 
so on and treated at a tem¬ 
perature of 1100 degrees 
Centigrade. "That's how 
they get as tough as they 
come," explains Arijit 
Dutta. 

The items have a wall 
thickness of at least one 
inch so that they can take 
the sculptures on them 
without being brittle. 

I'he Duttas draw inspira¬ 
tion from world cultures, 
mainly Egyptian, Grecian, 
Mexican, Oriental and 
Fvuropean, and claim that 
their figurines w'llh pots 
"are a first". From pots and 
jars they went on to dining 
and centre tables, from lam¬ 
pshades and ceramic furni¬ 
ture to handpainled silk 
kurtas 

Now they are in the 
inotxi to go in lor utility 
items, too, likecofftn* tables 
and sofas and beds. 

Intaginc lying in a bed 
with Egyptian figures carv¬ 
ed all around you. Between 
vou and me and the bed¬ 
post, even the thought 
makes you feel like a 
Pharaoh. 

But, like all thoughts of 
luxury, that will be at a 
price that could make you 
squirm a little in your pres¬ 
ent bed. 

Anil Grover 
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DehliKa 
Aangan, 
the restaur¬ 
ant that has 
revived the 
finest tradi¬ 
tions of 
Delhi cuisine at the Hyatt 
Regency, New Delhi, is 
making waves. One of its 
many USPs (unique selling 
pr(*fK>sitions), in adspeak, 
is the Shahi Dastarkhwan. 
Here the host can treat his 
guests memorable meals 
from designer menus, 
made in consultations with 
the host, reflecting extrava¬ 
gant elegance of the Imperi¬ 
al spread. Our Rasoi team¬ 
mate, Raminder Malhotra, 
currently the consulting 
chef at the restaurant, is 
tempting everyone, not just 
Oliver, to ask for more! 

A Dastarkhwan recipe 
that is being sought by 
almost every host for his 
vegetarian guests. With 
more to come next week 


Dumkebaingan 


INGREDIENTS 
4 Brinjals (medium and 
oblong) 

Butter to grease roasting 
tray 

The filling: 

16 Morrels 

50 g / 1 /2 cup Oyster 

mushrooms 

1(X) g / 1 cup Button 

mu^rooms (fresh) 

100 g / 3 oz Broccoli 
75 g / 1 /2 cup Carrota 
45 g / 1 /4 cup Butter 
10 g / 2tspSugar 
2g/l tspBlack cumin seeds 
15g/ 11/2" Ginger 

2 Green chillies 

3 g / 1 tsp Black 
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peppercorns (freshly 
ground) 

Salt 

60 g / 2 oz 

Chcddar/processed cheese 
5 ml / 1 tsp Lemon juice 
A pinch Nutmeg powder 
3.25 g /1 tbs Coriander 

The puff paste; 

205 g / 11 /2 cups Flour 
190 g/15 tbs Butter 

Oum Ke Baingan 


5 ml / 1 tsp Lemon juice 
Flour to dust 
1 Egg (for egg wash) 

The chutney: 

20 g / 7 tsp Mango powder 
1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp Black rock 
salt powder 

3 g / 11 /2 tsp Cumin seeds 

4 g / 2 tsp Black 
pepperajms 

Seeds of 4 pods of Black 


cardamom 

1.5g/l/2tsp Red chilli 

powder 

Salt 

100 g / 3 oz Sugar 
Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1 ;45 
hours 

Cooking time: 10 minutes 
PREPARATION 
The puff paste; Sift flour 






(reserve 15 g/5 tsp to mix 
with butter) in a fiira- 
a//tray or on a work sur¬ 
face, make a bay, add 
lemon juice and 95 ml/6 tbs 
+1 tsp ice-cold, it should be 
really chilled, water, and 
start mixing gradually. 
When fully incorporated, 
knead to make a hard 
dough, make a ball and a 
criss-cross from edge to 
edge, cover with moist 
cloth and refrigerate for at 
least 3() minutes. 

In the meanwhile, st)tten 
the butter, add the reserved 
flour, make a 1-inch thick 
rectangular slab by press¬ 
ing with a spatula tjr your 
hands and refrigerate for 
15 minutes. (The dimen¬ 


sions: 41/2" x 3*0 

Dust the work surface 
with flour, roll out the 
dough with a rolling pin, 
constantly dusting with 
flour, into a 3/8" thick rec¬ 
tangular shape. Arrange 
the butter slab in the mid¬ 
dle and fold to envelop the 
butter in the same rectangu¬ 
lar shape. Then roll careful¬ 
ly, constantly dusting 
while rolling to ensure that 
the butter doesn't ooze out 
of the sides, into a 1 1/2" 
thick rectangle. Fold the 
botfa»m third up, the top 
third down keeping the 
edges straight, seal the 
cxiges by pressing gently 
with the rolling pin and 
refrigerate for 1(1 minutes. 
Remove, nrll out into li 1" 
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thick rectangular shape, 
dusting arnstantly, repeat 
the process of folding and 
refrigeration for 10 
minutes. Repeat the pro¬ 
cess once more, reducing 
the thickness by half an 
inch and then roil out into a 
1 /4" rectangle. Now cut the 
rectangle into4 e(]ual-si/ed 
pieces and refrigerate. 

The egg wash: Beat an 
egg with 15 ml /1 tbs ot 
water in a bowl. 

The brinjals: Wash, pat 
dry, make a deep slit leav¬ 
ing 1 /8" at the other end, 
sciH>p and discard the pulp. 
(The pulp can be used to 
make Bhnrtlia, fihartha ka 
Riiitii. Cold Mous- 

se and a host of other 
delicacies.) 

The filling: Strak mor- 
rels and oyster mushrooms 
in hot water for 10 minutes, 
drain, wash in running 
water to remove grit and 
soak again in hot water for 
5 minutes or until they beco¬ 
me soft and are fully swol¬ 
len. Drain, squue/e out 
excess water, remove 
stems, and dice morrels 
and oyster mushrooms. 
Slice the earthy lower bit of 
the stalks of button 
mushrot>ms,.wash in runn¬ 
ing water to remove grit, 
drain, reserve in wattn" and 
cut each into 4 to 6 pieces at 
the time of cooking. Clean 
briK'coii, wash and cut inU> 
small florets. Peel, wash 
and cut carrots into 1 /2" 
cubes. Blanch the brtx'coli 
and carrots separately in 
salted boiling water for 2 
and 3 minutes, respective¬ 
ly. Drain, refresh in iced 
water, drain and pat dry. 
Scrape, wash and finely 
chop ginger Remove 
stems, wash, slit, deseed 
and finely chop green chil¬ 
lies. Grate cheese. Clean, 
wash and finely chop 
awiander. 

Melt butter in a frying 
pan, add sugar and 15 ml/1 
tbs of water and stir over 
low heat until the mixture 
is of syrupy consistency. 
Then add black cumin, gin¬ 
ger and green chillies, stir 
over medium heat for a 
minute, add the three varie¬ 


ties of mushrooms, 
bhunno/stir-fry until the 
moisture evaporates. Now 
add the broccoli and car¬ 
rots, stir, add pepper and 
salt and .stir for 3-4 minutes 
or until glazed. Remove, 
sprinkle lemon juice, stir, 
add nutmeg and coriander, 
stir, adjust the seasoning 
and divide into 4 equal 
portions. 

The chutney: Sift mango 
powder to break the lumps. 
Broil cumin over medium 
heal on a tot/vj/griddle 
until the seeds emit their 
unique aroma, remove and 
cool. Put black rock salt in 
the grinder along with 
cumin, pepper and carda¬ 
mom, make a fine powder. 
Sift into a clean, dry btjwl, 
add red chillic's and salt, 
mix well 

Dissolve mango pxjwder 
and sugar in 120 ml / 1 /2 
cup of water, then cook 
over medium heat, stirring 
constantly, until of sp>oon 
coating consistency. Now 
add the remaining ingre¬ 
dients, stir, remove, pass 
through a fine mesh soup 
strainer into a bowl and 
ctxil. 

The stuffing; Remove the 
puff paste from the refrige¬ 
rator, spread on a dusted 
work surface, place a brin- 
jal on each, p.ick a portion 
of the filling, w'rap the puff 
paste tight ly around the 
brinjals keeping the origi¬ 
nal shape Give an egg 
wash anti arrange in a 
greased roasting tray, 
llie oven: Pre-heat to275°F. 

C(X)KINO 

Put the roasting tray in 
the pre-heated oven and 
bake for 9-10 minutes or 
until the puff pastry is rich 
golden and crisp. 

TO SERVE 

Make a bed of equal 
quantities of the chutney, 
place the brinjal on top and 
serve w'ith a baby com, car¬ 
rot leaves and a peach 
wedge fanned. 

NOTE: All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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'^^Tlut is your idea of perfect 
VV happiness?. 

There is nothing called perfect 
happiness. 

What is your greatest fear? 

The evil forces in our society. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

The oppression on women. The 
disparity between men and women. 
What do you dislike most in others? 
Dishonesty. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 

T ve nothing to dislike about myself. 
What is your most precious 
possession? 

Courage and honesty. 

What objects do you always carry? 
My personality. 

What makes you most depressed? 

Nothing. 1 never feel depressed. 
What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

I've nothing on my appearance that 
I dislike^, 

Whati^our favourite word? 


Freedom. favOUT 

What is your 

favourite journey? * 

By rail. Awor] 

What IS your . 

favourite dream? TCJ 

A world without _ 

religion. - 

What is your nightmare? 

None. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

Reading and writing. 


What is your 
greatest regret? 

That Tve not yet 
been able to 
sweep the Mullah 
out from the 


What is your 
favourite dream? 


A world without 
religion 


-Imam? What is your source 

^amr ofsustenance? 

* The hope that 

/ithout society will change 

for the better. 

)n On what occasions 

_ do you lie? 

I never lie. 

What is your greatest regret? 

That I've not yet been able to sweep 
the Mullah out from the society. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

The moment I learnt that I was 
chosen for the Ananda Purashkar. 
What brings tears to your eyes? 

The harassment of women. 

How do you relax? 

By pondering on humanity. 

What do you envy most in (mets? 

I've no such disease. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

1 don't want to be remembered. 
How would you like to die? 

I don't want to die. 


society 
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... Simply because the best things in life are understated. 
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The Telegraph 


I UearaiSim 


Fashionable 

Criticism 

■ When The Telegraph 
Magazine was first publi¬ 
shed over a decade ago, it 
was a family magazine 
read by people of all ages. 
But down the years, it has 
become a magazine with 
tantalising sex symbols 
put on the cover. 

'Choli Numbers!' (Sep¬ 
tember 19) was in very 
bad taste and symbolised 
a decadent culture. 

I am 79 and have been 
an avid reader of the 
paper since its inception. 1 
do hope that you wiU 
maintain the norms of 
decency and decorum. 

N. Bose, 

Madras 


■ Thank you for keep 
ing me abreast of the 
goings-on on the choli 
front. 

jR. Srinivasan, 

Calcutta 


■ After giving us a nostal¬ 
gic and eulogistic issue on 
Mother Teresa, you pre¬ 
sented us with (^olis. 
I.et's not shift those from 
the bedroom cupboard to 
the drawing room table. 
Let them remain tug- 
of-war objects between 



the Ghais and the Saawan 
Kumars. 

Md. Sajid Hossain, 

Calcutta 


■ We were embarrassed 
by the low grade topic 
and photographs. 1 don't 
think any middleclass 
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TO CELEBRATE the diamond jubilee of the 
Cricket Association of Bengal, the six-nation tour¬ 
nament for the Hero Cup logins today. The three- 
week leather hunt (or, stump flying, if you prefer) 
IS also a forerunner to the 1World Cup. 
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A PROFILE of Jagmohan Dalmiya, the nuin who 
made it all happen. 
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Indian woman would 
ever dress up like your 
models. There are plenty 
of fashion magazines for 
such articles. 

Mrinmoy Chakraborty, 
Siliguri 

H We would like to men¬ 
tion that the lilac sari and 
choli combination, 
shown in the photograph 
on page 7 of the issue, is 
not a Yashodhara Shroff 
creation, but has been 
designed by Anu Mafat- 
lal for the ffolio collection. 
Yashodhara Shroff, 

Director, ffolio, Bangftlore 

On the Mark 

■ For us Indians, the BBC 
and Mark Tully have long 
been synonymous ('More 
Brown than Sahib', Sep j 
tember 5). His Ayodhya 
coverage was excellent. 
After his exit from the 
BBC, we would love to 
hear hLs views on the Jhar¬ 
khand agitation, the Nar¬ 
mada Andolan, the one- 
crore bribery ca.se and the 
Dawood case. 

About Tully's love for 
the Indian Railways, does 
he mean travelling 
second-class or in the elite 
first-class air-conditioned 
compartments? 

Rakesh Verma, 

Calcutta 
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Some of thefinest talents will he seen in action during the Cricket Association 
of Bengal's Hero Cup cricket tournament, which begins today. The 
championship, to celebrate CAB's diamond jubilee, is the forerunner to the 
1996 World Cup. & Sabanayakan and statistician 
Ravi KatU Srivastava zero in on the players to watch 







CRICKET IS ESSENTIALLY A TEAM GAME. YET, A TEAM COMPRISES 11 HIGHLY MOTIVATED INDI¬ 


viduals who are capable of producing their best on any given day. In fact, the instant varie¬ 
ty of the game thrives on individual showings. 

There are many in each national team who would invite more than normal attention. 
Some of them are capable of showing the finest exhibition of batsmanship. And there are a 
few bowlers who are so immensely gifted that they can win a match singlehandedly. The 
history of cricket is replete with such superhuman efforts. 



Among the willow-wielders, the 
names that readily come to mind are Sri 
Lanka's Aravinda de Silva, India's 
Sachin Tendulkar, West Indies' Brian 
Lara and Pakistan's Inzamam-ul-Haq. 

De SUva, the stockily-built, hard¬ 
hitting bundle of power, is now in great 
form. He made his bat talk during the 
Indian team's visit of the Island and soon 
after against South Africa. However, his 
more recent exploits were in Hong Kong 
Sixes tournament, where the underdog 
Lankans finished runners-up to England. 

De Silva is .basically a bottom-handed 
player. Naturally, he is very strong on 
shots played square to the wicket. An exci¬ 
ting stroke player, De Silva is the main¬ 
stay in Lankan batting. His success with 
the bat will be the base for Lankan fortu¬ 
nes in the tournament. 

Technically sound and temperamental¬ 
ly strong is Sachin Tendulkar, India's vice- 
captain on the Lanka tour. The Little, Lit¬ 
tle Master has already earned a niche for 
himself in international cricket with his 
batting prowess. A strong player in front 
of the wicket and equally facile in back- 
foot play, Tendulkar is one player who is 
capable of tearing any attack on the 
placid Indian wickets. 


Imran Khan called him "the biggest discovery" of modem cricket. And for Tendulkar, 
cricket is religion. The flamboyant and free-stroking Tendulkar has a very mature head on 
his young shoulder. The future Indian captain is going to be the nemesis of many reputed 
bowlers in this tournament. 



Windies' Brian Lara belies his short 
stature when on the rampage. A clas¬ 
sic left-handed batsmen, Lara shows 
grace, poise and balance with the bat. 
A player who believes in accumulat¬ 
ing runs before the new ball's shin& 
wears off, is the man the West Indies 
are going to depend much on. 

Lara always enjoyed batting on 
hard wickets against genuine pacers. 
He likes the ball coming on to the bat. 
How he is going to fare on the Indian 
wickets is to be seen. But he is certainly 
the man to be watched. 

Pakistan's Inzamam-ul-Haq is a bat¬ 
sman of the Nineties. Tall and well- 
built, Inzamam is a real slammer; his 
flawless sense of timing sends the ball 
flashing to the fence. When he explod¬ 
ed on the international cricket scene 
during the last World Cup in 
Australia, he established in no 
uncertain terms that his country's 
hopes lie well and truly on him. 



Aravinda de Silva, Sri Lanka 


His knod' against New Zealand in 
the semi-final of the last World Cup 
turned the match in favour of the 
world champions. He capped it with 
another brilliant innings against Eng¬ 
land in the final. 

C lose on the heels of these four are a 
few others who are less gifted but 
equally effective. Richard Benjamin 
Richardson, the West Indies captain, 
is perhaps the most courageous bats¬ 
man in contemporary cricket. 

A fearless attacker who relishes 
htxiking the short ones, he is perhaps 
the only batsmim in contemporary 
cricket to dispense with the helmet or 
chest protector. He can blaze away 
like his predecessor, Viv Richards. 

Though his favourite shots arc 
square-drives and sla.shcs, he is capa¬ 
ble of playing effectively on the front 
fool. Richardson has never, for once, 
indulged in unsportsman-like beha- 


ONE-DAY CAREER STATISTICS 


Bom 

INDIA 

M 

Inn 

NO 

Runs 

Avg 

HS 

C 

F 

Cl 

Bails 

Runs 

Wkts 

Avg 

Best 

V.Kambll 18.1.72 

22 

19 

3 

505 

31.56 

100* 

1 

1 

2 






S.Tendulkar 24.4.73 

59 

56 

6 

1580 

31.60 

84 

- 

12 

15 

1045 

763 

13 

58.69 

4-34 

M.PrabhakarlS.4.63 

94 

64 

15 

1010 

20.61 

106 

1 

4 

21 

4628 

3162 

119 

26.57 

4-19 

PAK 

Akiam 3.6.66 

Waqar 16.11. 

153 

118 

22 

1327 

13.82 

86 

- 

1 

29 

7837 

4995 

216 

23.12 

5-16 

71 

74 

32 

14 

237 

13.16 

37 

• 

- 

8 

3637 

2526 

125 

20.20 

6-26 

Inzamam 33.70 

43 

42 

4 

1405 

36.97 

117 

2 

9 

13 

.34 

42 

2 

21 

1-4 

S.AFRICA 

RCronje 25.9.69 
A.Oonald 20.10. 

26 

23 

6 

500 

29.41 

81 

- 

2 

8 

738 

478 

13 

36.76 

5-32 

66 

30 

8 

4 

1.5 

3.75 

6* 

- 

- 

3 

1660 

1056 

45 

23.46 

5-29 

J.Rhode8 26.769 

S.LANKA 

27 

26 

5 

544 

25.90 

46* 
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A de Silva 17.10. 

6S 

117 

113 

11 

3163 

31 

105 

2 

22 

34 

1630 

1330 

30 

44J0 

3-58 

Mahanama 31.5.66 

82 

79 

7 

2077 

28.84 

107 

1 

15 

45 

1 

4 

• 

. 

. 

Jayaauriya 30.6.69 

38 

32 

1 

333 

10.74 

34* 

- 

- 

13 

844 

682 

26 

26.23 

6-39 

WINDIES 

C.Ambrose 21.9.63 

91 

49 

23 

359 

13.80 

26* 

. 

. 

24 

4956 

2858 

139 

20.56 

5-17 

Brian Lara 2.5.69 

49 

49 

5 

1790 

40.68 

128 

3 

13 

23 



. 

. 

- 

Richardson 12.1.62 

Z'BABWE 

185 

178 

23 

5306 

34.23 

122 

5 

39 

65 

58 

46 

1 

46 

1-4 

G.FIower 20.12. 

70 

9 

9 


338 

37.55 

63 

• 

4 

6 

261 

252 

8 

31.50 

3-39 

AFlowet 28.4.68 

*denptonotout 

17 

17 

2 

526 

35.06 

115* 

1 

2 

13/2 
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Brian Lara, West Indies 


viour on the field. For him the code of 
conduct is unnecessary. 

Two double hundreds in consecu¬ 
tive Tests is no mean task. But for Indi 
a's Vinod Kambli, amassing runs is 
like any other business. An exciting, 
attacking stroke player, Kambli loves 
dominating the bowlers. He has a pen 
chant for murdering any ball short of 
genuine pace and the Indian wickets 
are tailormade for his type of batting. 
He relishes slow bowlers and effective¬ 
ly executes the lofted drives. 

His bottom hand dominates his 
shots so much that he has developed 
the square cut, hook and pull shots to a 
nicety. His critics say he is suspect 
against real quick bowlers. Hence, the 
slow Indian wickets will suit him to 
the hilt. 

Sri Lanka's opening batsman, 
Roshan Mahanama, is another man to 
watch. A superb fielder, Mahanatna's 
batting is based on backfcx>t shots. He 
packs tremendous punch and has spe¬ 
cialised in exotic drives in front of the 
wicket. Many swing bowlers were dis¬ 
mayed to see him drive their best of 
outswingers to the boundary. Unlike 
De Silva he does not intend to rip the 
bowling apart, but is equally effective 
with the bat. 

Stiuth Africa's Hansie Cronje and 
Jonty Rhodes are the players of the 
ct)ming decade. The two are the young¬ 
est and the best fielders in the team. 
Cronje, an allrounder, has been ser¬ 
ving his country with great distinc¬ 
tion, both with the bat and ball. A hard 
hitter, he has the amazing ability to 
send the ball across the fence with 
minimum effort. His impressive 
height is tailormade for big hitting. 

Rhodes' fielding, most of the time, 
overshadows his batting. A utility 
cricketer, Rhodes plays effectively 
lower in the batting order. He has, on a 
number of occasions, steered his team 
out of crisis. But more than his batting^ 
his fielding is a treat to watch. His 
quick and accurate pick- 
up-and-throw to the wicket has no 
parallel in contemporary cricket. 

Another utility cricketer is Lanka's 
Sanath Jayasuriya. A left-handed all- 
rounder, he is a low-order batsman 
and restricts the batsmen with his accu¬ 
rate and tight length orthodox spin 
bowling. On the field, he is quick and 
dangerous when the batsmen try to 
snatch that precious single. 

Z imbabwe's main hopes are their 
opening batsmen—the Flower 
brothers. Grant and Andrew. While 
the latter is a specialised wicketkee¬ 
per, Grant is also capable of sending in 



Richie Richardson. West indies inzamam-ui'Haq, Pakistan 



AHan Oorudd, South Africa 



a spin or two. Though both are yet to 
establish themselves as frontline 
players in international cricket. 

In the history of cricket, fast bowlers 
have always hunted in pairs. In con¬ 
temporary cricket, the most feared 
twosome is Pakistan's Wasim Akram 
and Waqar Younis. 

The Pakistan captain can be decep¬ 
tively pacy, while his partner Younis 
relies largely on his pace. Both are, of 
course, accurate and deadly. Akram's 
pace comes from his wrist and not 
from the run-up or high jump. His 
staple delivery is the inswinger, but he 
can surprise a batsman with a faster 
one that straightens up and cuts away. 
His swift action leaves very little time 
for batsmen to anticipate Ids bouncers. 
He is Pakistan's sharpshooter. 

Like his captain, Younis gets most 
of his wickets either by clean bowling 
or trapping the batsmen plumb in 
front or the wicket. His ability to pro¬ 
duce a combination of explosive pace 
and late swing has left many a top- 
notch batsman aghast. 




Unlike most last bowlers, both 
Akram and Younis can use the old ball 
very effectively. They were even accus¬ 
ed of tampering with the ball, a charge 
yet to be proved. 

When it comes to swing, few can 
match India's Mano} Piabhakai. A 
self-ixuide openingb^ler and bat¬ 
sman, he has been in the limdi^t 
more due to his exploits with the ball 
A hard worker on the Held, l^abhidkar 

Manqj Prebhdcar, India 



has, of late, developed the break-backs 
(inswingers and l^-cutters, and out- 
swingers and off-cutters). Added to 
these is his well disguised slower 
deliveiw. 

The Delhi cricketer's confidence has 
gorte up manifcdd in recent times, 
ffianks to his showing both with bat 
and the ball. He is dmnitely India's 
main hoTC in fast bowling after file 
peerless Mpil Etev. 

Grant Flowar, Zbnbdbwa 



I .. 


For sheer speed and accuracy. 

South AMca's Allan Donald has no 
parallel. When the Springboks 
returned to international cricket after 
two decades, the Indians were the first 
to get a taste of Donald's fiery pace. 
Bowling on the Eden (hardens strip on 
a November afternoon in 1991, 

Donald ran through the cream of Indi¬ 
an batting. His 51^29 achieved on 
that day stiU stands as his tidiest haul. 

A natural affilete, Donald takes a 
long run-up and has a flawless deli¬ 
very action. He is capable of moving 
die ball in the air towards die slips 
which makes him all the more dange¬ 
rous. And he is equally effective on 
slow Indian widi^. 

West Indies paoeman Curdy 
Ambrose's anwiing run to the widcet 
bdies his ability to generate pace and 
movement off the wicket. But lanky 
Ambrose, whose first love was baswet- 
ball before he took to Cricket when he 
was 17, gets a disconcerting bounce to 
fuller length balls. He can bowl an 
occasional lethal yorker and a nasty 
bouncer. In short, he is the most dm- 
cult bowler in international cricket to 
play today. 


TTmto was no etocMon on PaWstan's 
partie^paffon af tfw time of going to 
pnwa—Editor. 
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mEMORIES 

HOW GREEN WAS 
MY GARDEN 


Pearsim Surita , a name as much associated with the Eden Gardens as any, 
pulls out some of the nuggets from his memory bank 


I believe 1 am right in thinking that 
although the Cricket Association 
of Bengal (CAB) came into exist¬ 
ence in 1933 and there is no real 


justification in assuming otherwise, it 
was the Calcutta Cricket Club which. 


for many years, continued to conduct 
the affairs and prosecute the develop 
ment of the great game for quite some 
time thereafter. 


Being closely associated with the 
sport since 19XJ, when I earned my 
fust Calcutta University 'Blue' and 
having served in odd capacities in 
severu bodies connected with the 


administration of the game since then, 
I have been asked to dig deep into the 
tablets of my memoiy to trace the acti¬ 
vities of the Association as far as this, 
its 60th birthday. 

I do know that in the cold weather of 


1933-34, England, under the leader¬ 
ship of no less an eminence than 
Douglas Jardine, fresh from the 
Bodyline tour of Australia, made its 
first official tour of India. I also know 


that the conception of the visit and the 
programme for the side had been lar¬ 
gely thought out by the Calcutta 
Cricket Club, led by Murray Robert¬ 
son and, at that time, bristling with 
members of County and near- 
England standard such as Lagden, 
Hosie, Guise, Longfield and others. 

Overall control of the game, at that 
time, particularly in regard to interna¬ 
tional visits, appeared to rest with 
Delhi, one might almost have thought 
with Viceregid Lodge and both C. K. 
Nayudu's )u of 1932 and Vizia- 
iwgram's team of 1936 both had their 
origins, personnel-wise, management 
and so in those exalted circles. Indeed, 


I recall that Nayudu's side was manag- from the truth. It is going to trace the 
ed by Col. Britten-Jones, of the V's staff, history of the controlling body in the 
But Calcutta was still the most 'Bri- city; but, at the same time, none of us 

tish' of cricketing centres and perhaps can forget the debt we owe to those 
that was the reason for handing over who came out in quite cxmsiderable 

responsibility when it was the first numbers, showed us how to play the 
time an England side was coming to game and provided more than half the 

this country. side which more than 50 years ago 

My story begins to sound as if it was won, for Bengal, India's premier cham- 
going to bmnne one about the growth pionship, defeating a term of almost 
and development of colonial cricket in near-national strength. 

Calcutta, but nothing can be further With the exodus of expatriates from 





eastern India continuing at a steady j 
pace, the Calcutta CnckrtClubwasftn- S 
ding it increasingly difficult to raise a 1 
side comparable to theories it had '' 
always done in the past. Fewer of Bri¬ 
tish public schoolboys were coming 
out to India and the traffic, avnstituted 
mainly of retiring old hands and even 
new recruits, who had come out to 
shake the old pagoda tree, was now 
mainly in the opposite direction 
IDebate, therefore, began between 
European and Indian which resulted, 
finally, in the handing over of Eden 
Gardens. The ground, which had, 
some time in the mid-nineteenth cen¬ 
tury been presented to the cncket club 
by the Eden sisters, daughters of the 
Governor at the time. Lord Auckland 
Over the years it has built up a 
worldwide reputation as one of the fin¬ 
est Test centr^, with it fast, hard and 
true wicket and its perfect outfield; so 
excellent that with the end of the 
cncket season in Calcutta, anmnd the 
end of March, the area would be mark¬ 
ed out for a number of tennis courts 
and Bengal Lawn Icnnis Champion 
ships played thereon liven Uird's has 
never attempted to emulate this 
And so, while members of the rul¬ 
ing commumty continued to enpv all 
the privileges afforded by this magnifi¬ 
cent plot of land, Indian appetites, con¬ 
tinue to be whetted Independence 
had come and gone and the CAB had 




B.N.Dutt 


assumed the governance of the game 
in these parts. It was only logical, there¬ 
fore, for the cncket club to make the 
offer to some organisation which 
would be prepared to take over Fden 
Gardens for a generously, small 
amount 

The price asked was Rs 2 lakh and 
that diminutive livewire, Pankai 
Gupta, came up with the idea or float¬ 
ing a new organisation with its mem¬ 
bers drawn horn corporate bodies and 
like organisations paying generous 
life and ordinary subscriptions, the 
odd donahon and so on and, in this 
way, the National Cricket Qub, along 
the lines ot the Cncket Club of India in 
Bombay, was brought into existence. 

The nrst president was J C. Mukher- 
)ee and Pankaj was the obvious choice 
for honorary seaetary. Amar Nath 
Ghose took on the job of ground secre¬ 
tary and, as I had b^n cl^ly connect¬ 
ed with the game, 1 became the aicket 
secretary. Furthermore, George Duck¬ 
worth was bringing out another Com¬ 
monwealth XI to play two three-day 
matches and a f ive-diy Test over 
Christmas and the New Year. There 
was a considerable amount of work to 
be done in the way of fitting in all the 
dubs who were hoping to get a bit of 
cricket at the Cardens that winter The 
season started on the second Saturday 
of November 1950 and finished on the 


second Sunday of March 1951 and 
went off, Tests and all included, with¬ 


out a hitch and I was, pardonably, pre¬ 
tty proud of myself. 

In the meantime,the Club was press¬ 
ing on with developments to the 


petty. Pankaj had started to get 
urlsh mnotniV'Hnn nf thp nrst block 


of the Ranji Stadium but. more 
importantly, had constructed a smal 
sir^e-stor^ block bdiind the Ladte 
hut alongside the pavilion in which 
the CAB was invited to set itself up. 


L et me say, without further ado, 
that it is the Assoaation that I air 
concerned with in this brief piece 
WhUe the adminisfaration of the con¬ 
trolling body had jessed into the 
hands of men like Bhupati Majumda 
as president, who was followed by 
Amar Nath Ghose, the NCC cwitinu 
ed its suzerainty by erecting a visual 
scorebook version of a board in the 
north-east comer of the ground for tl 
information of all spectators. 

The pavilion retained its old-work 
atmosphere, a couple of billiards 
tables had b^ installed and a Itcens 
ed bar continued, in a way, the atmoi 
phere of the old CCC days. The 
ground was maintained in pertect cos 
dition so much so that the lawn tenni 
championships were held over two 
weekends in mid-December that 
winter 

But suddenly government struck. 
In the early hours of a morning in 
1954, a posse of Calcutta policemen, 
accompanied by a number of lower 
ranking executives moved in, sealed 
the bar, stripped the office and dress 
mg room lockers of their contents an 
told the befudd led members of the 
staff that government was taking ov< 
the ground and its appurtenances an 
that the committee would be advised 
in the due course as to what was 
mtended 


The shock was stunning, noexplan 
tion was ever forthcenning, but it wai 
learnt, in due course, that die NCC 
could stay on as tenants without any 
n^ts or privileges except being aim 
ed tickets for Tests and other big 
matches and that, eventually, theCA 
would enjoy the management and al 
other rights of ownership. 

This was a great shot in the arm for 
body which as far as I can remember, 
had started life as the Bengal Gymkh 
na with its headquarters at Tala Park 
which, although a little way out of th 
city was, neverthdess, the scene of 
nuiny an enjoyable game of cricket. 

1 remember matc^ of my tmiveti 
ty days against Cuttack, Dacca and 


ratna and so on, all played at this pie 
sant centre lying in the shadow of th* 
gigantic water-words; the Maharaja < 
Cooch Behar took his team to Tala to 


play a representative side raised by 
the Gymkhana and on another occa¬ 
sion to play against the touring Punji 

lA/a«%«4All MlASkaanwikA 


occasions. 

This was where we first met the 
Bose brothers, Kartick, Ganesh, Bapi 
and Babu, the first named invariably 
gettin| lots of runs. Memories tend to 
fade after one crosses the 80th thre¬ 
shold of life, but I used to enjoy visits 
to play matches at Tala where I first 
met the (topper P.K. Mookerjee, 
alwara well turned out in a suit and 
the pleasant Patu, of the same name 
but no relation, with always a smile 
playing about his face. I believe both 
had something to do with the running 
of the Gymkhana which numbered 
amongst its members mostly players 
owing allegiance to clubs situated in 
the northern parts of the city, the 
Aryan, Sporting Union, Mohun Bagan 
and so on. They were always on call 
when the Gymkhana had an import¬ 
ant fixture. 

In the meantime, things were pro¬ 
gressing at Eden Gardens. Govern¬ 
ment, living seized the ground and 
all that went with it, it was made 
known that the management be taken- 
over by the CAB. This body had never 
really assumed the powers it might 
have done, but like its comperes in all 
the other states of the country, it busi¬ 
ed itself ensuring the rules were appli¬ 
ed and that everyone respected its 
authority. It had no ground of its own 
and being nmby a committee compos¬ 
ed of representatives of cricket¬ 
playing clubs it governed. 

rat now the CAB had its own premi¬ 
ses, its own embryo stadium and a 
ground which could be regarded with 
pride. Sadly, the government was not 
going to be all that generous and give 
away control altogether and the premi¬ 
ses were being made available for 
natkmal athl^cs, military tattoos. 


football games and so on. Tennis 
shoes are one thing, but football boots, 
motorcycle tyres and horse-shoes are 
another! Fervent appeals were at last 
heard, and now for many years, Eden 
Gardens is used for the purpose for 
which it was prepared and 
maintained. 

C ricket now held sway. Under the 
new management, J.C. Mukher- 
jea, who had presided over the affairs 
of the NCC since its inception, was 
extended the courtesy of retaining 
that office under the new disjpensa- 
tion. The foundation stone of the pro¬ 
posed pavilion had been laid someti¬ 
me earlier in the presence of A.S. de 
Mello, the Board president, and it had 
been decided to name the new premi-> 
ses after the late Bidhan Chandra Roy, 
Bengal's first chief minister. 

Using this as a very well-merited 
starter, the Association began a long 
peri(xl of building and development, 
which I might even say, continues 
until today. The original Ranji block 
has been reconstructed and the 
ground is now completly surrounded 
by high-rise flights of seating capped 
roofs of almost Oriental splendour. 

The player has not been forgotten, 
as might have been supposed with all 
this display of financial plentitude 
and ind<x>r practice nets are available 
for the addicts of the most demanding 
outlook. The ground is used, as might 
be expected, for mainly official engage¬ 
ments from the Test match level 
downwards. 

Many heroic struggles have taken 
place, init there is hardly enough 
space in an article of this scope to 
report them in any detail, but one can 
hardly forget Rohan Kanhai's stupen¬ 


dous 256 In 1958-59 when West Indies 
toured the country under F.C. Alexan¬ 
der, or the hasty retreat beaten by ftte 
West Indiatts from the ground in 
1967-68, with Westey Ftoll in the lead, 
after a stampede led to several deaths 
and the crowd invaded the pa^lion 
and mayhem was in the air. 

I do not propose to play the part of 
Wisden in this brief history and anyone 
can look up the results of India's 
matches a^ outstanding feats by Indi¬ 
an players in that all-embracing publi¬ 
cation, but I am sure that readers 
would like to know, in this year of Jubi¬ 
lee, that from the CAB, Pankaj Roy in 
the course of his long career as one of 
India's openers, set a world record 
with Vin(x) Mankad of 413 runs for the 
first wicket against New Zealand at 
Madras in 19^56, a figure that has 
never even been approached at this 
level of the game. 

It is remarkable when we think that 
one of the few others contributed by 
Bengal to India official sides, Shute 
Banerjee, who travelled to England 
twice but never played a Test, 
nevertheless shared with C.T. Sarwate 
a stand of 249 runs for the last wicket 
albeit against a County side, Surrey at 
the Oval. 

•"TTKe year after Independence was 
X vintage year for the Bengalee 
cricketer. P. (Khokan) Sen who against 
the advice of several of his elders had 
resigned his job with McLeod & Co. 
and taken on the responsiblity of keep¬ 
ing wickets for the country played in 
three Tests in Australia over the new 
year and in that winter enjoyed the res¬ 
ponsiblity in all five against against 
the West Indies at home. 

In these he was joined by two Baner- 
jees, Shute and Montu. Sen played 
aginst England in the cold weather of 
1951 and travelled with ^e team to 
that country in the following summer, 
Tetuming home to make two appear¬ 
ances against Pakistan that winter and 
then went out of the game. PutuChow- 
dhuri, who had shown considerable 
promiM as a fast-medium bowler, had 
two Tests, one against Goddard's visi- 
tbrs ftaax the Caribbean and one gain¬ 
st Donald Carr's side in the fifth T^ 
tdhen Howard was unwell. We had to 
wait a long time, until 1969 in fact, 
wdien Rp)r s younger brother, Ambar, 
made his first appearance. 

Througlh all mm years, presidents 
and thefr toithiful secretaries came and 
went J.C MuUiegtjea was followed by 
tttthuKanfiGhosKandBhupatl 
Majumdar. Some lasted, smne did not. 
Tlw late SftUen Dey, a iKtpulm hMwn* 



Paaiaon Surtta (third from toftl in ttw commantator’a box aft Edan Qantona 





bent, lasted six years as did Notu 
Kolay. Sambhu Pan, picked from the 
ranks of umpires, also had a five-year 
stint, at whiw potot of time it was 
Amar Nath Chose, the first-honorary 
secretary to take over as the president. 

Terms of office have tendM to grow 
longer as the years have gone by, and 
the excellent team of B.N. Dutt and |ag- 
mohan Dalmiya continue their good 
work as the CAB crosses an hn^rtant 
milestone. 

1 have maintained a sort of bird's 
eyeview on these developments since 
I went out of playing anci climbed into 
the commentator's tox. Traces of 
where we used to be accommodated. 
Berry Sarbadhikari and 1 and our faitti- 
ful Pishu, with his score sheets and 
pencils, and for Tests, when we were 
joined by the inevitable Vizzy, have 
disappeared under the giant, new 
stands. This was in the south-east cor¬ 
ner of the ground fromwhere we were 
shifted to a spot directly behind the 
bowler's arm. This was at a time 
before the new club house had been 
built and we were parked in a comfort¬ 
able enough caW constructed of 

E lanks of wood right above the WIFs 
DX. 

A splendid situation until one day 
one of our team inadvertently kick^ 
over a bottle of Coke which preceded 
to drip through the floor boards and 
on to the immaculately laundered pan- 
jabi of the WIP sitting below. Fortuna¬ 
tely, it happened to be our chief mini¬ 
ster, SiddMitha Shankar Ray, not an 
inconsequential player of the game 
and, let it be remembered, a past presi¬ 
dent of the CAB, yet a man with a very 
rich sense of luimour. So, all was well. 

T he offices of the All India Radio 
were in Garstin Place when I first 
became a sort of honorary member of 
the organisation. I used to bea pianist 
of no mean merit at that time, the late 
Forties, and would be invited to go 
along and accompany some vyell- 
known singer or violinist and so on. 

I had also won several awards for 
elocution and had played enough 
cricket to ha ve a go at talking atou t it 
and and a wcard with ffie station direc¬ 
tor about doing commentary.. 

Around the same time Beiry and I 
were plannina to set up a team and 
cover impencungcricl^ matches. I 
had already broadcast a football 
match and the news had got round . 
dtat the old Lancashire and England 
widtetkeepo: was brining out a side 
of professioitals to be Imown as the 
'Coounonwealfh' Xi drawn from 
Australia and the West 



Indies. 

To all of us, starved of cricket of any 
standards ever since Lioiwl Temyson 
had brought his scratch England 
team, this was great news. We had 
also learnt that MCC were sending out 
an official team in the following vdn- 
ter to play a full series of five Tests and 
a number of subsidiary matdws. And 
so we were off. 

On November 28,1950,1 stepped 
aboard the Bombay Mail headea for 
the west^ capital where India was to 
play the second unofficial Test at the 
waboume Stadium, a dream come 
true. Aldiough the Brabcnime could 
not stand in cennparison with the 
Ed^ Gardens, 1 had always enjoyed 
watching Pentangular and other 
matches there and, bdng a founder 
member, staying in th club house. But 
tositupinthetinyccnrvmentarybox in 


die centre of the second floor veran¬ 
dah, with no less dum Dulecmsinh^as 
one of our team was a sheer ddight. 

From then on, there was no Icxddim 
back. After Bomb^ it was back to C« 
cuda for dw third Test at Eden Gar¬ 
dens. This then seemed to become the 
pattern of my Ufe. Naturally, of coui^ 
se, 1 was covering a lot of odier sport 
events throughout die yw, but 
cricket has always been my first love 
and it remained so until theend. 

I have broadcast from five nu^ 
Test centres in India and aU six centres 
in England, but for me it is where 1 
have grown up, where 1 have leamt all 
about the game of cricket and die 
ground wMiel have alwm seen it aft 
its best—Eden Gardens. That is 
where my heart Ues—that is where it 
always vmi. 

(As told to Sumit K. Mukhetjee) 
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OSTALGIA 


A VOICE IN THE 
mOERNESS 

Kamal Bhattacharya has long given up the microphone, and now even time 
seems to have given up on him. Soumitra Bose went to meet the charming 
old man and discowred some heartrending moments 


M emory plays tricks with 
him these days. His eyes 
are glassy and devoid of 
expression. The voice 
that held a million captive with its ini¬ 
mitable style, wavers. The world, in 
fact, is crumbling around Kama! Bhat¬ 
tacharya as Bengal's oldest living 
cricketCT tries to cwne to grips with 
what looks like the most difficult 
adversary of his life—old age. 

Bela, Bhattacharya's wife, sounds 
the first warning when one lands up at 
their Rajpur residence, in the southern 
fringes of the city. 'Tomra Id bhai kago- 
jer mm id? Uni to kichhui bolte par^ 
m. Kichhu momachheki... (Are you 
from the press? I don't think he can tell 
you anytning. Does he remember 
anything)?" she s^s as 80-year-old 
Kamalda, as he is bmdly called, drifts 
in to see who has knocked at the door.' 

"Namaskar," Kamalda greets with 
folded hands. His voice reldndles 
memories of the voice that thrilled us 
from the commentator's box at Eden 
Gardens. In feet, Kamalda's 
"Nanaskar, Eden theke boldihi Kami 
Bhattacharya (Hello, this is Kamal Bhat¬ 
tacharya from the Eden Gardens)" 
became synonymous with cricket com¬ 
mentary in the Sbeties. 

With Ajoy Bose and Pushpen Sar- 
kar, Kamalda formed a unique com¬ 
mentary team. Each ivith a cWacteris- 
tlc style, the troika took cricket to the 
Bengali kitchen, and Bose and 
Kamalda, specially, formed a wonder¬ 
ful pair, Their conversation in the box, 
the description of the game and more 
importantly, their lucid styles, made 
cri^et so red even to the listener. 

Today, Kamalda struggles to 
remdonKT Bose or even Sarkar. The 


names do not ring any bells in his 
mind. But talking of the Boses, 
Kamalda faintly remembers his erst¬ 
while colleague in the Bengal team— 
Kartick Bose. "Darun player (great 
player)," sa)^ Kamalda, but soon his 
mind is diverted elsewhere. 


W ith old age has come the feeling 
of insecurity. The Bhattacharyas 
have lived in their Rajpur home for the 
last 17 years. But today, a certain ele¬ 
ment of fear has cr^t into their minds. 
Kamalda's septuagenarian wife 
claims that their relatives in Rajpur are 




trying evoy tridk so thst the couple is 
fenced to "run away" from their nine- 
and-a-half cottahs of land. "They (the 
rdatiyes) want to grab our property. 
And took, what can my old man 
do?"she says, as Kamalda adjusts die 
knot on his lungi, totally oblMous of 
what is being said around him. 

The list of complaints is long. It 
ranges from scaring the couple at 
night to cutting down the family's 
ancestral kadam phulergaach. 
Kamalda's wife says that two general 
diaries have been lodged at the Sonar- 
pur Police Station, but no action has 
been taken so far. "Now we want to 
sell off our land and run away some¬ 
where else. But who is going to 
listen?" she says. 

Kamalda was virtually a forgotten 
man until Bengal won the kanji Tro¬ 
phy for the second time after 50 years 
in 1989-90. Kamalda suddenly bkame 
the focus of the media as he was the 
only surviving member of die Bengal 
team which won the Ranji in 1939 
under Tom Longfield's captaincy. 

And today, as CAB launches its dia¬ 
mond jubilee cel^rations, Bengal's 
oldest living cricketer has emee beco¬ 



me die centre of attraction. 

Talk of cricket and Kamalda is still a 
purist at heart. Coloured clothes, 
floodlights, white cricket balls, blac*' 
saeens and coloured gears have no 
place in Kamalda's cricket world, 
kamalda has no place for p)^ma 
cricket. 

"I don't like this concept of modem 
cricket. It's not on. Professionalism is 
good, but not to this extent," Kamalda 
says when one tells him that the CAB 
tournament's semi-fliials and finals 
will be dav-night affairs. Cricket for 
Kamalda is stul the one played in 



white spotless flannels and sans the 
gamesmanship and fwofessionalism 
of the modemday crideeter. 

"I will rate EHiirenDey asa great 
administrator, lliepresenlday chaps 
(administrators) are all bogus. No love 
for the sport. Too much mcmey is kill¬ 
ing the game. Players have become 
mercenaries," tells Kamalda, his 
words again edwing the deep love for 
the old virtues of Peking's game. 

C rid«t memories have become 
hazy with age. Kamalda can bare¬ 
ly remember his old mates on and off 
the ground. A couple of years ago, the 
great Mushtaq Ali dro]^ed in at 
Kamalda's Raipur house. But 
Kamalda can barely remember that. 
You tell him ctfMushtaa and he 
instantly likens him with the Mushtaq 
who played the shehnai on his wedd - 
ingday. 

But his wife quickly brings 
Kamalda on the right track. "Om 
cricketer Mu^taqer katha Mchhe, (they 
are asking about the cricketer 
Mushtaq)," she says with a nudge to 
her husband. "Oh yes, Mushtaq. 

Great player," Kamalda says, as he 
demostrates a late-cut with a wave of 
his right palm, a shot which Mushtaq 
was famous for. 

Lala Amamath evokes some reac¬ 
tion from Kamalda. He vaguely 
remembers the 1939 final versus Sou¬ 
thern Punjab in which Kamalda and 
Lala were on opposite sides. “Lola to 
bagher bachchha chhih (Lala was the son 
of a tiger)," Kamalda says. "Are his 
sons as good as he was?" he asks. But 
before you can reply, Kamalda's mind 
is off to hte idol in life—^Ranjftsinhji. 

The name of Prince Ranjitsinhji 
brin^ a gleam in Kamalda's eyes, Ite 
is so jubilant that he runs out of adjec¬ 
tives for the Indian prince, who 
brought Eastern marie to the cricket- 
iiw fields of England and Australia. 
"Darun, darun, damn plainer...{a super 
brilliant player...)," l6imalda says. He 
feels the best memories of his cricket¬ 
ing life are associated with this prince¬ 
ly family from Nawanagar. Kamalda 
remembers Ranji's nephew Duleepsin- 
hji, who he says had passed on crucial 
tips to him during his formative years. 

An ageing body, scarred by three 
hernia operations, a weak heart and 
the complexities of old age have clear- 
ty left flieir mark on Kamal 
Bhattacharya. 

Bengal's 'first' allrounder still casts 
a distinct aura around him. But much 
of that glamour is slowly beginning to 
fade as senility catches up with Kamal 
Bhattacharya. H 
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NOTES: 

• CAB was formed in 1928 jointly with Assam. Joined Ranji Trophy in I 
a break. Assam formed a separate cricket association in 1938 and East Ben 

• Bengal has entered the knockout stage every year except in 1959-60 and 

• Bengal won the Ranji Trophy in 1939-40 and in 1989-90. 

• Runner-up in 1936-37,194344,1952-53,1^56,1958-W, 1968-69,1971 

• Gave walkover to Nawanagarin the semi-j5nal in 1937-38. 

• Vidarbha is the same as Central India, Holkar. Uttar Pradesh, Kamatalfi 
Provinces, Mysore, Madras and Rajputana, respectively, l^jab and South 
same as Western India and Kathiawar. 
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M and has played to date in East Zone without 
i was partitioned as East Pakistan in 1947. 
1984^. 


and 1988-89. 

ramil Nadu and Rajasthan cue United 
n Punjab are taken together; Saurashtra is the 
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T iMetabIe VTiT 


NOiK- All arrival and departure times Arefor Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


iMTT Rf^JATiONAL 


£ Aoutendam-Deihl'Calcutta: 
Arr.(7);lCL-«75at0235. 

£ C«lcatfaH>ellii-Ainat«rd«m: 
D».<7):KL-876at0440. 
Cald^-SlngaporK Dep. (4): 
,SQ420atl3]0. 
SiagaiMre-Cilcutta: Arr. (2): 
SCH16at1(l25. 

Delhl’CalcHtta>SinBapaie: Air. 
(l):AI-«82atll45;dep.(l): 
AI<430at 1300; Arr. (5): Al-428at 
0540; Dep. VST. AI-428 at 0650. 
Singi^N^Calcutta-Delhi; Arr. 

(5) : AI-429 at 1625; Dep. (5): 
AI-429at]740. 

Singapore-Calcutta-Bombay; 

Arr. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
Al-431at0K)0. 

• Slngapore'Dhaka-Calcutta: 
Arr. (4); ^20 at 1210. 

Calcutta-I%aka-Slngaptire: 
Dep. (2):SCHl6atll30. 
Booibay'Calculta'Bangkok-To- 
kyo: Arr. (5); AI-306 at 1730; Dep. 
(»; Al-306at 1910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta-Bon* 
bay: Arr. (6); AI-309 at 1825; Dep. 

(6) :Al-309atl930. 
Calcutta^ombay-London-New 
Yorit: Dep^(2): AMOl at 0100. 
Calentta-Delkl-London-New 
York: Dep. (5): AI- 

429/AH87/AI-101 at 1740. 

Calcutta>B«nbay-Ddhi-Lando 

n*New Yoric Dep. (6): Al- 

309/Al-lllatl930. 

Calcutta-Delhi-Limiion-Ttxront 

V. Dep. (5): AI-429/AH87 at 

1740. 

Caleutta-Bonbay-Delhl-Fada; 
Dep. (6): Al-309/Al-147at 1930, 
Calcut^DeUil-Roine-Gcneva: 
Dep. (5): AI-429/Al-171 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Delhi'Frankfnrb-Paiia: 
Dm. (5): AI-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Cucutta-Bombay-Dclhi-Paria-F- 
xankfurt: Dep. w: Al- 
431 /AI-143 at 0100; Dep. (6); AI- 
309/AI-147 at 1930. 
Caleutta-Bangkolc Dep. (2,4,5, 
,7): lC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314atl355. 

Bangkok-Calcntla: Arr. (2,4, 5, 
7): IC-732 at 1505; Arr. <1,3,6); 
TG-313at 1240. 

Calcutta-Kalhinandu: Dep. <1,3, 
5): IC-747at 1245; Dep. (1,6); 
RA-214atl455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutla: Arr. (1,3, 
5): lC-748 at 1615; Arr. (1,6): 
RA-213atl355. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6): 
lC-723at 1330; Dep. (1,5): 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. Q, 3. 6,7): 
BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4): BC.-092 
at 2125; D«>. (1,2,3,5,6,7): 
BG-096 at 1920; Dep. (4); B(>096 
8(2020. 

Dhaka-CalcuHa: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-724 at 1600; Arr. (2,3,6,7): 
BG091 at0«5; Arr. (4): BG-091 


at 0755; Air. (1,5): BG-091 at 
1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4): BG-095 at 1940. 
Calculta-Ohlttagimg; Dep. (6): 
IC-225 at 1230;^. (4): lfc-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7): BGh 698 at 1525. 
Chittagong-Calcuita: Ax. (6): 
IC-226 at 1450; Arr. (4): BG-697at 
2045; Arr. (7); BG-697at 1445. 
PaxDHCaiaitU-Bangkok: Arr. 

(2): KB-IOS at 0805;^. (2): 
KB-l(6at0850. 
Bangkok-Calculta-PaiD: Arr. 

(7): KB-106atl005; Dep. (7): 
KB-106at 1105. 

A Sofla-Bahrain-Calculta: Arr. 

(4) :U-503atll30. * 

A Calcutta-Bahxain-Sofia: Dep. 

(5) :LZ-504at0100. 

* Moacow-Sharlah-CalcutU: 
AiT.(4);SU-537atlSS5. 

* Caicutla-Shai|ah-Mo8coiv: 
Dep.(4):SU-538atl755. 


Paxia-Prankfuft-Delhi-Calcatta; 
Arr. (1): AI-146/AI-682 at 1145. 
Toranto-London-Dellii-Calaitt- 
a: An. (1): AI-186/AI-682 at 1145. 
Abu I%abi>Bombay-Calcntla: 
Arr. ©): AI-756/AI-306 at 1730. 
Bahiain • Dtdia • Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta; Arr. (5): AI-876/AI-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahnn-Borabi^-CUcatta: 

Arr. (5): AI-816/AI-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-DeOit-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
A1.736/AI-428at0540; Arr. (1): 
AI-734/AI-682atI14.5. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-806/Al-306at 1730. 
Knwaii-BombayrCalcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-856/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5):AI-8%/Al.i06atl730. 
Ras-al-Khayinah • Sharjah - 
Bombay • Calcutta: Arr. (5); AI- 
706/AI-306at 1730. 


Prtntedi^kdiermAeirbfdiimAMinessehethde. 

fndkm AMnipiHd^piktB. Fica^assisiance, they may 
eontaaf£ity<iffkF!}^6i^ 264^3. 26254^ 

362651 dfdk 3&XSI0X aiid{atm»03529433, SS296&7, 

: 55^6^1, 

., exduv^i dtdl ir^/brnfatidhf lAJ'fiir ■ 

.' iA3f» . 


$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 
Arr. (4): RJ-l 84 at 0705; Dep. (4): 
RM84at0805. 

$ Bangkuk-Calcutta-Ammaii: 
Arr. (STRJ-185 at 1450; Dep. (4): 
R)-185atl550. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Shailah- 
AbuDhabl:Dep.(2);Al- 
431/AI-7038t0100. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahiai 
n: Dep. (2): AI-431 / AI-873 at 
0100 . 

Caicntta-Bombay-Delhl-Moaco 
w. Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-515 at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muacat: Dep. 
(2): AI-431 /Al-833 at 0100; Dep. 

(6);Al-309/Al-845atl930. 
Calcutta-Dclhl-Muacat: Dep. 

(5) :AI-429/AI-841atl740. 
Calcutta • Bc^ay • Delhi • 
Dubati Dep. (2): AI-431 / Al-733 
at OlOO; Drp. (6); A1-309/AI-735 
ft 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Naiiobi' Dep. 

(6) ;AI-309/AI.215atl930. 
London-Dclhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(l):Al-132/AI-682atll45. 

New York - Lendon - Ddhi-Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): Al-112/AI-428 at 
0.540. 


Riyadh-Btnnbay-Caicutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-«26/Al-»6 at 1730. 




Air-IwUa 

Calcntta-Bmnbay: Dep. (2): 
AI-431 atOlOO; Dra. (»: AI-309 at 
1930. 

Bombay-Caicutta: Arr. ©): 
AI-306 at 1730. 

Calcutta-DeUti: Dep. (5): AI-429 
at 1740. 

Dclhi-Calcutla: Arr. (1); AI-682 
at 1145; Arr: (5): AI-428 at 0540. 

East WestAirUnes 

Calcutta-Delhli Dep. (1,2,3,4, 
6): 4S 805 at 1455. 


Delhi-Cakutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6):4S 806atl125. 
Calcutta-Guwiriuiti: Dep. (1,2,3; 
4,5,6}:«812atl155. 
Guwahati-Calcutta: Arr. (1, X 3, 
4,5,6): 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; Air. (daily): tO. 

103 at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-I02 at 0915; 1%. (daily): tOL 

104 at 2000. 


MoiHLMfl 


Delhi-Olcutta: An. (daily): M9 
.301 at 1925. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): ^ 
302 at 2000. 


'1 Indian AirUnes 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (daily): 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (1,2,3,4,6, 
7); IC-743 at 1300; Arr. (daUy): 
IC-742at0940, Arr. (1,2,3,4,6,7): 
IC-744atl530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra; Dep. (2,4,6, 
7): IC-721 at 1215; Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
lC-722 at 145.5. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) :IC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) :IC-772atl200. 

Calcutta - VlMiakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3,5): fC-542 at 
1045; Arr. (3,5): IC-541 at 1000. 
Calciitta-Madras: Dep. (daily); 
IC-765at 1715; Arr. (daily); 

J IC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hydcrabad: Dep. (2,4, 
r. 6);IC-777atl620;Arr.(2,4,6): 

IC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daUy): 
IC-176at 0915; Arr. (dally): 
IC-274atl845andArr. (dally): ' 
IC-175at0815. 

CalcuttarPort Blain Dep. (2,4,6): 
IC-285 at 0540; Arr. (2,4,6); 

>at IC-286at1020. 

Calcutta-Deftl; Dbp. (daily): 
IC-263at 0700 and lC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 

29 Arr. (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and 

IC.264at21K, Arr. 0,4,6,7): 

>2 lC-262at0800. 

)■ Cakutta-iUnchi-Patna-Delhi: 

Dep. (daily); lC-810at 0800; Arr. 

, (daay);IC-809atlll5. 

Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow • 
Delhi; Deft. (1,3,5): IC-410at 
1800; Ait. (1,3,5): IC-409at 2105. 


£ No traffic rights on DeN-CalcuttB-Delhl 
A No traffic rights on Bahrain-Caicutta-Bahreln 
* No traffic rights on Catcutta-Sharjah-CalcuttB 
O No traffic rights on Calcutta-DhaKa-Calcuna 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calcutta 
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CalcHfU-lnplMlt D» (3>5) 
IC-259at^.Ait (3,5) IC--2IS0 
at1410 

Cdcutia* Sflehar* Imphali Dep 
a 4,6,7) IC'2S5at^,Arr d 
4,6,7) lC-256«tl340 
Calcufla^dur Dep (1,3) 
IC-2534»08 SO;Ait (1,3) IC.254 
at 1130 

Cakutia^bnigailuDep (^4 
6 7) 10201 attM0,Arr (2 4,6, 
7) 10202 at 1430 
Cakotla • Guw4hali • DinuqMir 


Dep (2 4) 10257at 1140, Arr (2 
4) fc-258atl640 
Caleutla-Giiwaliali. Dep 
(dady) lC>229atl310,Dm (1 3, 
5,6) IC-711at0700,AiT (daily) 
K:-230at 1620, Ait (1,3,5,6) 
10712 at 1010 

Calcutta •Tezpur'Jodiat - CW- 
wtU Dep (2,4,6) lC-213at 
0900, Ait (2,4,6) IC-213atl305 
Calcutta • Bhu|>BBeewar - Nu* 
pur- HydeiaBad. Dep. (3,5, W 
!C-769atl600,Ai» (^5,7) 


IC770at2120 
Calcutta - Bhubancewar- 
Madnia Dep a 4) IC^at 
1045,Arr a4) lC-543at1005 


Vt^yudom 


Calcutta-Jamahedpur Dr) (1, 

1 5) PF717atoM,ArT (1,3,5) 
PF-718al0830 

* Calcutta-Aiiawl-Agaitala- 
Calcutta Dep (1 3,5) p^TOSat 
0900 Arr (1 3,5) PF706etl250 


Calcutta • Ceodi Behar-Bagdo- 
gra* Calcutta: Dep (1,3, 
R»-707atl320,Arr 0,3,5) 
PF-708atl7D0 

Calcutta • Agaittda - StUllong: 
Dep a4,677) PP-701a(06M, 
Arr (2,4,6,7) Pf*-702atlll0 
Calcutta • Aizawl - Agaitala- 
Calcutta.Dep Q,4,6.7) 17-705 
at 1140, An- (2,4,6,7) PF-706at 
1530 

* Technical landing at Agartala 
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TURNING 


Eden Gardens mil be set ablaze for the 
semis and the final even by the light 
tou)ers! AtirathAich explains what the 
Rs 4.5 croreproject is all about 


I t may not be India's Gar¬ 
den of Eden when the 
CAB Hero Cup warms 
up for the event with two 
fkxxllit semi-finals and the 
final at die end of November, 
but it certainly has been 
CAB'S Eden of Delight. The 
race asiinst time since June to 
usher^en into the re^ of 
night cricket has been a truly 
epk eftort. As testimony, four 
parabolic towers blossom 75 
metres above the galleries. 

The challenge was daun¬ 
ting, the task awesome and 
the battle against time frene¬ 
tic. "What a scramble," says 
Ram Jhimjhunwala, menfoer 
of the CAB stadium commit¬ 
tee about the breakneck pace 
widi which the towers were 
completed. 

"This nonnally is a two- 
year project. And frankly, 
even wc did not think we 
could complete four towers 
in four months." Complete 
them they did. 

From 75 metres, four 
integrated towers, made of 
rounded iron pipes welded 
together, will badie the stad¬ 
ium in bdlliant 'ni^t-li^t' 
from 864 metal halide l^ps 
imported from Philips, 
Holland. 

Each tower has 216 'bulbs' 
of 2 kilowatts each which 
would produce brightness ot 
1,480 lux—a standard requi¬ 
rement for all intomational 
venues with global tdecast- 
ing potential. Tran^tion, in 
case you are wondering: It 
will bright as a fireball in 
there. 

"Lifting of a much lesser 
mtensity is good enough for 


the game. It's only because 
the matches will be telecast 
that we have to arrange for a 
minimum (rf 1,480 lux," deda- 
res Sadhan Mukherjee, mem¬ 
ber of the CAB'S elediical 
and lighting committee. 

And as the sun dips into 
the Hooghly, Eden will begin 
to bask in the glow of the 
'night-lights' wWch will be 
operated hi five stages. As 
soon as the committee deci¬ 
des it is time for sunlif^t to be 
replaced, a switch will activa¬ 
te the lights in five stages 
through which a seamless 
transition will take place 
from the sun's angiy yelkiw 
dare to the floodlights' mel¬ 
low, golden warmfo. 

Fcrtythree bulbs on each 
tower in the first four stages 
and the rest in the fifth will 
consume about 20 minutes to 
reach full incandescence. 

Calnitta Electric Supply 
Corporation (CESO will feed 
the towers through different 


sume around 1.85 megawat¬ 
ts. It you are wondering how 
muen that is... well, rou^ly 
enough to meet tl^ require¬ 
ments of a locality like Golf 
Green for 24 hours. As the 
electricity flows from the 
CESCs grids to the towers, 
gradual Lsolatkin and pro¬ 
gressively a more compart¬ 
mentalise system becomes 
evident 

Each tower has one exclu¬ 
sive sub-statiem and each sub- 
.statinn is armed witti two 
transformers of 315 kilo volt 
ampere each. These transfor¬ 
mers will not mily measure 


the amount of load each 
tower can handle, but will 
also reduce die 6/600-volt sup¬ 
ply from the CE^ to 440 
volts. 

If that is not enough, each 
lamp on the towers has sepai^ 
ate feeders—which means 
there will be 216 separate 
cables for each tower. Every 
bulb is controlled by an inoi- 
vkiual igniter, cholre, rday, 
contactor and miniature 
circuit-breaker. 

Translation; Transformers 
and the other paraphernalia 
will constantly monitor 
pxnveroverkxKl arid prevent 
ovexwhdming dam^by 
breakii^ the circuit 


How much does the CAB 
have to cough up for power- 
suraly, anyway? 'TheCESC 
has b^ k^ enough to 
waive tiieir minimum con- 
suinption fee which means 
the CAB is breatiifiig a lot 
easier," laug^ Sadlw 
Mukherjee. 

During cmeratian the rnoo 
lah requhed would be 
around 4,000 per hour. 

"And Edm Gardens will 
be the last place in Bengal to 
have a bladcout if diere is a 
massive powa* short sup¬ 
ply," afmms Jhun^tunwala. 
"VVe have ba^-up frinn the 
Southern Generatioit, Ka^ 
pur, Titagaih and WBSEB 










V' 


areas." 

< But if Eden Gardens were 
tp metw into the kilq? bladk- 
rtess ofCalcutta i^t, "re¬ 
ignition time," as Mukherjee 
pulsit, "wiD be considerably 
more". "Bulb-resistarwewjfl 
ha ve to come down to zero 
befrae we can go a^un. There¬ 
fore, playing conditions of 
the tournament state diat igni¬ 
tion time win be 3S minutes," 
he explains. 

T A Ihich teings us to toe 
V V towers. A host of 
tooughts storms your mind 


as you furiously struggle to 
place toe towers with an 

3 of oorreaponding exac- 
"We call it toecutglass 
vase imam," says Jhunjhun- 
wala.W^toatisastart And 
the parabolic toape was bom 
out of necessity. 

Unlike Melbourne, the 
CAB has virtually no roace 
out^e toe stadium. The 
more conventional angular 
towens, as in toe Melbourne 
Cridcet Ground (MCG), 
require more space and lean 
into toe ground. A hugearea 
is usually required for base 


foundation in these instances. 
But here the bottom is 12 
metres in diameter. The striK- 
ture narrows as it dimbs info 
toe air almost brushu^ the 
galleries and effloresces again 
at the top writo a diameter of 
14 metres. 

The tower is tilted at an 
angle of 73 degrees, kit reti¬ 
res a mandatoiy tilt of of 15 
degrees—tiie international¬ 
ly accepted angle of light. 

The li^t fratnes are going to 
tiltanoto 73 degrees. Aim 
toe light hamffi, atop the 
towers, can be Wtk^y aid 


hcHizontally ad justed for pro¬ 
per aiming," declares 
Mukhejee. 

The use of tubulu'iron 
p^ies reduces wind drag 
than in a structured sted 
tower and also nearly dimi- 
nates toe accumulation of 
rainwater. 

CAB engineer Sankar Bhat- 
tacharyasays; "Use of nuts 
and bolts mean water can 
aocumukte in even small 
quantities. In time, rust and 
coiTosion win eat into toe stur¬ 
diness of the tower. That can 
never happen here because 
toe towers are wielded struo 
hires and have no bolts 
anywhere." 

Invariably comparisons 
wito toe MCG cn^ up. Eden 
has four towes, but toe MOG 
hasdx. Why? "Look at it this 
way," Multoerjee says."Md- 
boume has 844 lamps. The 
Eden has 846. We would 
have loved »x towers, too. 

But because of space con¬ 
straints, only four could be 
'crammed m'." 

VMS Ctaisultants ctf 
Ahmedabad have also 
designed the towers in sudi a 
way and suggested such posi¬ 
tioning that only transpa^t 
shadows win be cast on toe 
ground and none on the 
ptdi. Eden, after aU, is for 
day-time cridiet, too, 
remember? 

Cricket can never have 
'necklace lighting,' a system 
of roof-to-t^ ilhiminatkm 
that is in vogue throughout 
the worid, brause it 
increases the'blindness rxme' 
in ni^t games—aphencmie- 
non whm players lose skiers 
m toe lights. Tower illumina¬ 
tion reduces that risk conside¬ 
rably. And since a whopping 
Rs 4.5 crore have been spent 
to turn Eden into an object of 
nocturnal joy, no one is really 
complaining. 

Never wiD cricket in toe 
dty be toe same again. The 
towers, toat stoop ever so 
gentiy to conquer Calcuttans' 
hearts, have become another 
endearing addition to toe 
dty's landscape. ■ 


OwfofflopraiMuwonapaeai Awof, ki,PinUp, Ftmm, JuNorWMri, Quiz mid lnn9rEy9 ham bmrnwimaU. 










































































































































JagmohanDalmiya, theman behind the CAB success story, isja^u Dada'in the 
truest of terms. A profile hyLokendra Pratap Sahi 



e is not quite sure about 
how far he would have 
gone as a cricketer, but Jag- 
mohan Dalmiya is convinc¬ 
ed that had fate not intervened and left 
him fatherless in 1%1, he would not 
have plumped for administration. 

"As 1 was the family's only boy, the 
burden of managing ourbusiness (con¬ 
struction giants M.L. Dalmiya & Co.) 
fell on me. And with that, ambitions of 
perhaps becoming a Mankad or Hara¬ 
re evaporated rather premature- 
ly...you could say I've tried to realise 
my cricketing ambitions off-the-field, 
as an administrator," Dalmiya muses 
with a faint smile. 

Indeed, riding exceptional dynam¬ 
ism and upmarket professionalism, 
Dalmiya has been a megabit in admi¬ 
nistration and never fails to recall a 
derisive comment from one of the 
board of Control forCricket in India's 
(BCCI's) most powerful men, just over 
a decade ago. 

The gentleman, who is no more, 
took umbrage at Dalmiya's call for a 
fair deal on the B.N. Dutt issue and 
ticked him off with. "You're only a 
cub, pretending to be a Bengal tiger..." 

Stung, Dalmiya vowed to get Dutt 
reinstated as a BCCl vice-president. 
Sure enough, that came about sooner 
rather than later. In many ways, the 
'victory' announced Dalmiya's arrival 
on the national scene and permanent¬ 
ly recast power alignments within the 
BCCl, marguably the country's most 
glamorous sports body. 

Currently the Cricket Association of 
Bengal (CAB) president, Dalmiya 
nwde his administrative debut in ear¬ 
ly l‘>78, bagging the treasurership. 
Prom treasurer to stK'retary to vice- 
president to executive president to the 
present post, it has been one distingui¬ 
shed innings transforming the CAB 
int(' onoot the most intiuential voices 
in the BCCl. 


A fish-eye view of Eden Gardens 

Where the BCCl is concerned, Dal¬ 
miya recently regained the much- 
desired secretaryship, an office he 
relinquished in 1W1 after holding fort 
for only a year. He also served as BCCl 
treasurer during 1W3-S3. 

"I was removed (as treasurer) 
because everyone tell I was too honest 
and, therefore, Ux> rigid. And, because 
1 was too rigid, there was a delay in 
processing bills!" Dalmiya exclaims 
with a chuckle, proud that even his 
most vicious opponents have never 
slapped charges of financial 
impropriety. 


It is significant that Dalmiya's long 
standing comrade-in-arms, the flam¬ 
boyant inderjit Singh Bindra (another 
workaholic, by the way) is the BCCl 
pre‘ ident, a job sought even by Prime 
Ministers-in-waiting. 

Both played stellar roles in the W87 
World Cup's success and are expected 
to do an encore as momentum for the 
1996 World Cup picks up. 

C ontrary to general belief, Dalmiya 
is only a science graduate, not the 
holder of any fancy chartered accoun¬ 
tancy or business management 



26 






iegree. 'Till I took over the family 
business, I hadn't a clue as to what 
iebit and credit meant," observes Dal- 
niya, widely acknowledged as a finan- 
ial wizard. "It's all been on-the-job 
raining," he quips. That may be, but 
he bottomlinc is such that even some 
narketing gurus could gain a tip or 
wo. 

Ask what makes him tick, and the 
iposte is largely predictable: "Since- 
ity, discipline and the fact that I've 
ilways been an honest trier." 
dowever, what does set Dalmiya 
ipart is astute man-management 
manipulation, for critics), indefatigu- 
ible energy (18-hour days are more 



the rule rather than exception) and a 
mind-boggling network of contacts, 
within the country and t>verseas. 

in fact, just a couple ot phone calls 
and intercontinental fax messages set 



Jagmohan Dalmiya: Man of history 


up South Africa's epiKh-making visit 
to India in November 1941 Fittingly 
5k>uth Africa's return to international 
cricket was at the Fden Gardens. That 
'coup' remains one of DaJmiya's high- 
points and he emphasises that it mate¬ 
rialised when he held no ptxsition in 
the BCCf. 

Dalmiya did one better last autumn 
when his headline-making shuttle 
diplomacy between Calciitta- 
Lahore-Colombo at the behest of 
Madhavrao Scindla, the then BCCI 
supremo, cemented a joint Asian bid 
for the 1996 World Cup. A lost ca.se 
was sensationally retrieved. 

Presenting an unruffled visage, Dal¬ 
miya insists he has not fine-tuned the 
art of manipulation, a charge flung by 
Dalmiya-baiters. "Honestly, I don't 
know what manipulation is all 
about...in fact, I've suffered because 
I'm not conversant with what is term¬ 
ed manipulation..." And candidly 
adds: "At times, though, 1 wish I was 
more diplomatic. Maybe, I shouldn't 
have always called a .spade a spade. 

Nevertheless, it was only the other 
day that Dalmiya's one-time fin? Scin- 
dia himself, a truly pedigreed politici¬ 
an, saluted his 'political' acumen 
when he told The Tek^rayh Magazine: 
"It w'ouldn't be a bad idea to have jag¬ 
mohan by my side once he's through 
with all the cricket board politics!" 

Despite heading a high-profile fac¬ 


tion within the BCCI and having been 
in and out of office, Dalmiya reiterates 
that "elections are one-day affairs". 

He argues with much conviction: 
"I've never made cricket suffer for per¬ 
sonal gain, for it's the sport alone 
which has given us (officials) 
recognition." 

Somewhat emotionally, Dalmiya 
adds: 'Despite the sweat put in, the 
CAB, for instance, has given me much, 
much more that what I've contri¬ 
buted. As a businessman, maybe, I 
could have earned a couple of crores 
more, but I wouldn't then have manag¬ 
ed even an iota of recognition. 

" Also, the experience gained as 
administrator has given me confiden¬ 
ce to tackle non-cricketing problems, 
loo. In a nutshell. I'm absolutely con- 
tendc*d and willing to vacate the chair 
at a moment's notice..." 

Dalmiya is grateful to Dutt, affectio¬ 
nately addressed as Bishuda in Mai- 
ilan circles, and that doyen among Kar¬ 
nataka administrators, the late M. 
Chinnaswamy, both of whom served 
as BCCI presidents. To Dutt, Dalmiya 
is indebted for helping him master the 
liK’al ropes, so to say. 

And at the national level, he fondly 
recalls encouragement given by Chin¬ 
naswamy. "He was a trifle nasty to 
begin with, but later, a sciurce of much 
strength in quite the same way that 
Bishuda was my local guru," Dalmiya 
remarks. 

W hile his string t>f achievements is 
considerable, Dalmiya personal¬ 
ly trea.sures one more than anything 
else: "(Dur propt>sal was almost con¬ 
signed to the dustbin, but we .stuck to 
our guns and outmanoeuvred Delhi, 
Bombay and Madras. We eventually 
proved to the BCCI — and the 
world — that the CAB and C!alcutta 
were not only alive, but throbbing." 
Dalmiya is specially appreciative of 
the unstinteil support extended by 
Jyoti Basu's government. 

Dalmiya, mind you, has two 
regrets. And is pretty bitter about 
both. "Firstly, not being able to produ¬ 
ce top level Test players in plenty. 
Then, I haven't recovered from the 
hurt caused in 1989 when 1 was wrong¬ 
ly labelled as villain in the BCCl's 
stand-off with some leading 
cricketers. 1 was misunderstood 
throughout that episode for no fault of 
mine." 

The regrets notwithstanding, Dal¬ 
miya, who turns 53 next month, can 
I(X)k back on the last decade with 
much satisfaction. Indeed, he would 
feature in the achievers' club. ■ 
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It was only the other day that Dalmiya’s one-time 
foe Madhavrao Scindia himself, a truly pedigreed 
politician, saluted his ‘|K>liticar acumen when he 
told The Telegraph Magazine: ^It wouldn’t be a 
bad idea to have Jagmohan by my side once he’s 
through with all the cricket board politics!’ 
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the younger brother of Wasim Raja 
was simply too conventional in com¬ 
parison to 'Kris' Srikkanth. If there 
were any Pakistanis of his era Srik¬ 
kanth could be compared to, they 
were Javed Miandad and Salim Malik 

The veracity of this statement will 
be borne out by the limited overs intei 
national between India and Pakistan 
at the Eden Gardens in 1986-87, a 
match those who watched are unlike¬ 
ly U) forget. 

Batting first, India seemed on the 
road to victory with Srikkanth leadinj 
the charge and scoring a hundred as 
Calcutta thought only he could. Cal- 


Krisimamachari "Jl"".^ 

SrikkanthMic man j J ' I M ’ 
ivith the silver I II 

blade, has taken | J B 

his pads off 

for the last time. In a tournament ofhenm, he nil 
the missififi one, says Ashok Malik 




K eith Miller, in his toreword 
to Cricket Mtifhlful, Syed’ 
Mushtat] Ah'.s autobiogra- 
ph y, de.scribcd the writer of 
the bcMik as the "Errol Flynn of Indian 
cricket". Fiver .since, Miller's analogy 
has bt*en a touchstone by which Indi¬ 
a's cricketing swash, particularly that 
ol its opening batsmen, has been 
mca.sured. 

In recent times, there have been 
many claimants to Mushtac] Ali's flan- 
nelK’d mantle; Brijesh I’atel, Dilip 
V'engsarkar (in his early years) and 
Sandip Patil among others. Yet, no 
aspirant has bt'en more successful or 
left a more lusting impression in this 
regard than Krishnamachari 
Srikkanth. 

This perhaps explains why thost' 
who watch the Hero Cup will miss 
Srikkanth more than they will any of 
the other Lricketers who have left the 
game o\ er the past two or three years. 

While watching Srikkanth's 67 off 
92 balls in the second Texaco Trophy 
match between India and England in 
1986, an English commentator could 
not help but s.iy that after years of pro¬ 
ducing dour opening batsmen, the 
Indian subcontinent had presented 
the cricketing world with not one, but 
two flashy members ol this breed — 
Srikkanth and Ramtxv Raja. 

W'ilh due deference to Rap, he was 
nirely in Srikkanth's league; for one. 



zled Srikkanth and Pakistan won. 

Not all of Srikkanth's marvellous 
days were spoilt by defeat though. In 
Australia in 1985-86, Kapil Dev's tean 
drew a series it should have won 2-0, 
Nevertheless the first day of the final 
Test at Sydney was memorable 
enough. At stumps, India had crossec 
100 for the loss of merely a wicket, a 






rare occurrence in a long history of brit¬ 
tle batting. 

India eventually declared at 600 for 
four, Sunil Gavaskar hit 172, Mohin- 
der Amamath 138, but Srikkanth's 116 
was easily the achievement of the 
innings. The Tamil engineer's first 
Test century was also the most thunde¬ 
rous one by an Indian opening batsm¬ 
en in 50 years, since Mushtaq Ali's bril¬ 
liance ripped apart Manchester's 
gloom at Old Trafford in 1936. 

L ast year's World Cup in Australia 
and New Zealand will be recorded 
by Wkden as the setting for Srik¬ 
kanth's final international appearan¬ 
ces. Disappointing as the World Cup 
was for Srikkanth, there is a certain 
irony in the fact that ho bade an insipid 
farewell to the Indian cap in a country 
which had seen him at his most scintil¬ 
lating. The Test century at Sydney in 
198(< was not just the highlight of a suc¬ 
cessful season, but the continuation of 
a tradition in cricketing entertainment 
which had begun at the World Cham¬ 
pionship of Cricket the previous year. 


Though Ravi Shastri won the title 
of 'Champion of Champions' for help¬ 
ing India triumph at the WCC in 1985, 
it was Srikkanth, the man Shastri beat 
narrowly to the Audi, who stole the 
hearts. In one delightful fortnight, the 
bowlers of England, Australia and 
Pakistan were put to the sword and 
the man of the match award was won 
at the final. 

In retrospect, the period between 
1985 and 1987 saw Srikkanth at his 
peak. No doubt he was capable of the 
big score before and after these years 
as well, but it they stand out it was 
because precarious rompromise they 
saw Srikkanth reach between his con¬ 
genital impulses and cricketing ortho¬ 
doxy. Paradoxical as it seems, if Srik¬ 
kanth had compromised further, or 
longer, he might have played more oft¬ 
en for the country, but would not have 
left as deep an imprint as he did on 
one's memory, 

A remarkable feature of Srikkanth's 
career is that there is so much in it 
which embellishes his reputation as 



one of cricket's great oddities. For 
starters, he had a most unusual stance 
and the manner in which he held his 
bat often defied description. Srik¬ 
kanth's nervous energy was visible 
even when he was not batting, he was 
worth watching as he twirled his bat 
and then sniffed and snorted or simp¬ 
ly muttered to himself. 

With the bat in his hand, Srikkanth 
didn't so much bat as dance m the 
style of a buccaneer with his cutlass. 
Though coined for lean Borotra, the 
French tennis ace, "the Russian ballet 
dancer" was a nickname apt enough 
for Srikkanth. It was entirely in keep¬ 
ing with his ability to astonish that he 
became the first Indian cricketer to 
take five wickets m a limitcHi overs 
match two times. 

It IS difficult and even unfair to won¬ 
der as to how posterity will judge Srik¬ 
kanth n/s a vts his contemporaries and 
other opening batsman. 1 le was not a!> 
complete a batsman as Sunil 
Gavaskar, not as con.summate a mur¬ 
derer of bowling as Gordon Cree- 
nidge and not as consistent as Graham 
GotKh. In short bursts, he was like Roy 
Fredricks, some even called him a rein¬ 
carnation of 'Cammie' Smith. Who¬ 
ever he may or mav not have rest'm- 
bled, Srikkanth newr copied anyone 
His reflexes were astounding, his 
magic unique and his appeal 
irresistible. 

Srikk.mth's slide began when he 
lost the captaincy ot the Indian cricket 
team after the 1989 tour of Pakistan. 
Strange as it is, Raj Singh Dungar- 
pur— the then chairman of the nation¬ 
al selection committee— has manag¬ 
ed to effectively toss out two batsmen 
from cricket prematurely. 

While his reasons for removing 
Mohinder Amarnath and, later, Srik¬ 
kanth were and remain unfathomable 
within the realms of cricketing logic, 
Dungarpur has certainly done enough 
to be remembered as Indian cricket's 
Vizzy of the Eighties. 

It is romantic to imagine that some 
future cricket historian will equate 
Dungarpur's removal of Srikl^nth 
with the Maharajkumar of Viz.ia- 
nagram's conspiracies against C.K. 
Nayudu. There would be poetic justi¬ 
ce in this as Nayudu and Srikkanth 
rank as India's most attractive batsm¬ 
en ever. 

., It is unfortunate that, like Nayudu, 

I Srikkanth too virtually ended his 
9 cricketing career enmeshed in a con- 
I troversy not of his making—but, as 
I somebcily said, there's no hero like a 
I tragic hero. ■ 


ARUN 'PIGGY' LAL, despite having a chequered Test career, is a remarkably reticent cricketer. Almys 
a players' man, his brushes with the Establishment have cost him dearly. Now in the twilight of^his career, 
he was the one who added that nerve of steel to Bengal cricket once he moved over from Delhi. Bengal's 
winning of the Ranji Trophy in 1989-90 was, in many ways, a reflection of this new-born spirit. 

TA^atisyOurideaofpofect 1 ' Manv and PKtrpmrfv diverse 

V Y happiness? 


. It's |ust an illusion. 

What is your greatest fear? 

Loneliness. 

Who fa what has been ttie greatest 
influence in your life? 

My father. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

Ingratitude and intolerance. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 


What objects do you 
always carry? 

Values (tliey have 
become red und ant 
objects) 
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What is your 
favourite dream? 


Many and extremely diverse 
interests that do not let me focus 
single-mindedly on any. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

Life and my mind. 

What objects do you always cany? 

Values (they have become 
redundant objects). 

What makes you most depressed? 

Poverty and physical handicap. 
What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

Tendency to put on weight. 

What is your favourite word? 

Mind (mind your own business, 
strength of mind, etc.). 

What is your favourite journey? 

Home to my parents. 

What is your favourite dream? 

Marooned on an 
island with my 
favourite woman. 
What is your 
nightmare? 

Being saved too 


Marooned on an 
island with my 
favourite w'oman 



What or who is the 
greatest love of your 
life? 

Family. 

What is your source 
of sustenance? 

Curiosity; the feeling that there is 
more to life. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

Only to my wife. 

What is your greatest regret? 

That I don't have the strength of will 
to do as I please. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

There have been lots. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

Extreme sadness or joy. 

How do you relax? 

Reading and gardening. 

What do you envy most in oAers? 

The fact that they know what they 
want 

E How would you like to be 
t remembered? 

^ I wouldn't. 

i How would you like to die? 

I In my sleep. 
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POSTMORTE 

E&OE 

■ In the cover story, 'Indi¬ 
an Raj at Cambridge' 
(October 10), the author 
has given a substantial 
list of Indian scholars 
who have studied at Cam¬ 
bridge. However, there is 
a very serious omission 
—the name of Harish 
Chandra, an outstanding 
mathematician of this cen¬ 
tury, is missing. 

India has not produced 
a mathematician of grea¬ 
ter calibre than him. It is 
most unfortunate that he 
is not wcll-knowm in his 
own country. 

Harish Chandra was 
born in Kanpur on Octo¬ 
ber n, 1923 in a cultured 
and reasonably well- 
to-do family. He obtained 
his BSc in 1941 and MSc in 
Physics in 1943 from Alla¬ 
habad University where 
K.S. Krishnan was one of 
his teachers. For the MSc, 
he was examined by C.V. 
Raman who gave him 100 
per cent in his written test. 

Then he joined 1.1 .Sc., 
Bangalore, to work with 
Homi Bhabha. There he 
was also in touch with 
C.V. Raman. In 1945, he 
joined Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity (Gonville and Caius 
College) to work with 
P. A.M. Dirac and wrote 
his thesis under him. But 


m 



gradually he realised that 
his talents did not lie in 
physics, but in mathema¬ 
tics. He worked on Infi¬ 
nite Dimensional Repre¬ 
sentation Theory, trans¬ 
forming it from a modest 
topic on the pheriphery of 
mathematics and physics 
into a major field central 
to contemporary 
mathematics. 

He visited the Institute 
for Ad vanced Study, Prin¬ 
ceton from (1947-1949) 
and came in contact with 
great mathematicians 
and physicists of his gene¬ 
ration including Wolf¬ 
gang Pauli, Herman 
Weyl, Chevalley, Artin, 
and others. In 1949-50 he 
spent a year at Harvard 
University and worked 
with Zariski. In 1950 he 
took up a position at 
Columbia University and 
held it till 1%3. In bet¬ 
ween, he spent 1952-53 at 
TIFR, Bombay, 1955-56 at 
the Institute for Advanc¬ 
ed Study, Princeton, 
1957-58 at Paris where he 
came in contact with 
Andre Weil and l%l-62 
at the Institute for Advan¬ 
ced Study. In 1963 he was 
appoint^ Professor of 
Mathematics at the Insti¬ 
tute for Advanced Study, 
Princeton (one of the 
most prestigious posi¬ 
tions for mathematicia¬ 
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ns), where he remained, 
except for brief absences, 
until his death in 1983. 

In 1968 he was named 
IBM-von Neumann Pro¬ 
fessor of Mathematics at 
the Institute for Advanc¬ 
ed Study. He was conside¬ 
red for the Fields Medal 
(equivalent to Nobel 
Prize in mathematics) in 
1958, but a forceful mem¬ 
ber denied it to him for 
astonishingly ridiculous 
reasons. He was elected a 
Fellow of the Indian Aca¬ 
demy of Sciences and the 
Indian National Science 
.Academy in 1975 and that 
of the National Academy 
of Sciences, USA in 1981. 

He was an honorary 
Fellow of TIFR and was 
awarded honorary 
degrees by Delhi Univer¬ 
sity, 1973 and Yale 
University 1971. He was a 
Guggenheim Fellow 
1957-58 and a Sloan Fel¬ 
low 1961-63. He received 
the Cole Prize of the Ame¬ 
rican Mathematical Socie¬ 
ty 1954 and Srinivasa 
l^manujam Medal of the 
Indian National Science 
Academy in 1974. He is 
the only Indian mathema¬ 
tician whose collected 
works has been publish¬ 
ed by Springer-Verlag. 

The handsome and 
courteous Harish 
Chandra was by nature 


very intense and extreme¬ 
ly hardworking which 
had a tiling effect on his 
health. He did not enjoy 
good health in his later 
life and had three heart 
attacks, the first one being 
in 1969. But he continued 
working hard till he died 
on October 16,1983 while 
he was on his customary 
walk in Princeton. 

I have collected most of 
the information given 
here from R.P. 

Langlands' article, 

'Harish Chandra', Biblio¬ 
graphical Memoirs of the 
Fellows of the Royal 
Society, Vol. 31,1985. 

SM. Srivastava, 

Indian Statistical Institute, 
Calcutta 

■ The author has stated 
that Parthasarathi's sister 
married Dr I.K. Patel. The 
name should be Dr I.G. 
Patel. 

A,K, Mttzumdar, 

Calcutta 

■ I would like to pmint 
out that Prof. Jayant V. 
Narlikar is the director of 
Inter-University Centre 
for Astronomy and Astro¬ 
physics (lUCAA), Pune 
and not Inter-University 
Consortium for Astro¬ 
physics and Astrology, as 
mentioned in the article. 
Soma Mukherjee, 

Calcutta 


ONCTE MORE with feeling: Our annual survey of 
the best restaurants in the country. To b^in with, 
we pick the 'navrattan' among the Indian eating 
places. 
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CENTRE OF International Modern Art (CIMA) is 
exhibiting paintings and sculptures by 40 emin¬ 
ent artists till December 12. A photofeature. 
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lhadow of Eiffel Towo-. On a Sunday 
iftemoon, one deck was empty and 
;he other barely half full. More than 
lad, it was a disturbing spectacle. In 
jay Paris a not so gay Indian restau- 
'ant. Thing culinary were no better in 
hatgorh of Indian food. Flagbearers 
/eeraswamy, Gaylord and Shezaan 
vere but mere shadows.... The new 
mes like Viceroy and Indra were 
lawking a pretortiously 'refined' ver- 
non of the iMngladeshi version of Indi- 
mfood. 

The scene on the other side crfihe 
\dantic—Bukhara, Raga and Bom- 
>ay Palace in New York, Khyber in 
Chicago, The Qay Oven in Ange¬ 

les and Gaylord in San Fran- 
dsco—was just as dismal. 

Since then, we have done nothing 
mt ponder the sorry plight of Indian 
niisine. The Paris exf^rience set us 
thinking. 

Why Paris? Because the Parisien- 
nes—with a cuisine just 300 years 
aid—were thumbing their long, Gal¬ 
lic noses at a heritage six millinia old. 
k country that can only boast of a cuh- 
naiy establishment and no more was 
looidng down upon the food of the 
anly nation on the planet with a culina¬ 
ry philosophy. Before you get us 
wrong, we are not flogging the 
French. Au contraire, while we are envi¬ 
ous of the well deserved gastronomic 
reputation that the French enjoy, we 
are bemoaning the shabby manner in 
which our own food has been present¬ 
ed without—and within—the 
country. 

Frankly, we deserved the ugly repu¬ 
tation. The lie de Kashmir was rented 
to prepare food for the Festival of 
India. It should have been returned 
forthwith. Instead, it was turned into a 
high-priced plush restaurant at a loca¬ 
tion —The Trocadero—where ven¬ 
dors hawking hotdogs and hambur¬ 
gers on barrows are the only ones who 
survive and thrive. In any event, the 
river is frozen for half the year. 
Moreover, the curry cuts in a mono¬ 
chromatic— there wore rare excep¬ 
tions—and harsh gravies were never 
likely to impress the Frogs. It became 
obvious that the French—and the rest 
of the world—would respect our 
food only if it was subtle and well 
presented. 

Across the pond, the Bukhara ope¬ 
ned, in the Big Apple, under the guise 
of a Frontier restaurant. In a country, 
where the last Frontier ended with the 
Gold Rush and the new one refers to 
Space, it left the people confused. Its 
initial success was misconstrued and 
the prices hiked. The restaurant came 



and went with its greatest pwtron, 
Leona Helmsley, in whose hotel's 
basement the restaurant was housed. 
The other problem was that in a coun¬ 
try where steaks come with salad, 
potatoes and bread, the Bukhara dee¬ 
med it fit to charge for all three. Besi¬ 
des, there were no curries to lure the 
cognoscenti. It was, after all, a 'Fmntier' 
restaurant. 

It also dawned on us that the 
'exports' could not thrive when the 
mainspring itself was drying up. The 
once glorious heritage of our civilisa¬ 
tion had been allow^ to decay and 
degenerate. Plundering conquerors 
disturbed the economic equilibrium. 
The common man was reduced to 
penury. Ingredients, once enjoyed by 
all, became precious—and barely 
affordable—commodities. To com¬ 


pound matters, the subjugated Indi¬ 
ans also began to ape the dining style 
and manners of the rulers. The harmo¬ 
ny was lost and the philosophy forgot¬ 
ten. Indian cuisine, so resplendent an 
input in our civilisation, lost its lustre. 

With the passage of time, the culina¬ 
ry masters lost, first, their professional 
pride and, then, slowly their skills. 
Some of them found employment as 
command performers entertaining 
their patron-employers, not all of 
them epicureans or gourmet. They 
were forever busy inventing novel¬ 
ties—supposed aphrodisiacs or resto¬ 
ratives. To be sure, there were some 
genuine masters, but few escaped the 
paranoia of what had become a 'here¬ 
ditary' profession. Each one of them 
zealously guarded knowledge— 
mere fri^ents, really, grudgingly 






handing a few over to the favoured 
successor or disciple Tradition ceased 
to be living and the natural process of 
evolution came to a sad end. 

Upon our return home, we dashed 
off an epistle to our friends in all three 
big chains, highlighting the malady 
and suggesting the remedy. We sug¬ 
gested a cut-specific cuisine, with 
diner psychology as the cornerstone 
of this particular thought. 

We told them that aromatics was 
the key to our culinary cultuire and not 
the fiery chilli, a spice alien to the Indi¬ 
an kitchen until the Portuguese 
brought it from Latin America in the 
16th century. We advised them to 
change with the times and forego 
rogan as garnish. We reminded them 
that silky-smooth—read, strained— 
were an imperative of fine dining in 


this land. We reiterated that the philo¬ 
sophy of Indian cuisine was bas^ on 
the therapeutic properties of ingre¬ 
dients and changing cycle of seasons. 
The thrust of our argument was that 
we have to look to the past to prepare 
for the future. 

The response was disappointing. 
Only the Welcomgroup re.sponded 
with constructive enthusiasm. It was 
not surprising. The market leaders 
were delight^ with the thought of 
upgrading their foo»l and service 
design. We acknowledge one man's 
vision, foresight and encouragement: 
Habib-ur-Rehman, then general 
manager of the Welcomgroup Mau- 
rya Sheraton and currently the compa¬ 
ny's president. This marked the begin¬ 
ning of a grand revival of Indian 
cuisine. 


The launch of Dum Pukht in 
created a stir. What warmed the 
cockels of our hearts was the wide 
acceptance of the style of food and sw- 
vioe alike. Our stand stood vindicated. 
It seemed that the renaissance of Indi¬ 
an cuisine had finally begun. In the 
intervening five years, Dum Pukht 
has always led the pack. What is 
heartening though is that after overco¬ 
ming their initialreluctance, others 
are joining the race to improve and 
excel. 

In the past, you could count the 
number of restaurants serving good 
Indian food on the fingertips of one 
hand; now a more meaningful list of 
the NoDrattan —nine jeweb—in the 
land can be attempted. The day is not 
far when the battle for Number One 
would hot up! 

This yeaPs (Indian) selections, in 
alphab^c order: 

BUKHARA 

Last year, when we chose not to 
include Maurya Sheraton's Destina¬ 
tion Restaurant, the Bukhara, among¬ 
st the best, there were howls of pro¬ 
tests. The Telegraph Magazine readers 
wanted the rustic, craggy- 
stonewalled restaurant made beauti- 


Jumbreilas, Windsor Manor, Bangalora 







Rahitree, Tai Connamare Hotel, Madias 


ful with a fine collection of Bukhara delightful 'bouquet' for the shakahari 

rugs and a plethora of copper vessels gourmet. Florets of cauliflower, dipp- 

included at every cost. Which, in this ed in a creamy gramflour batter, deep 

case, can be anywhere between Rs 800 fried and then finished in a moderate- 

and Rs 1,000 per head! The 'can't miss' ly hot tandoor is an unusual work of 
kebab; culinary art. 

Tandoori Jheenga; A more succul- Raan-e-Sikandati: It is the roast— 

ent grilled crustacean would be hard 80 whole legs of kid are voraciously 
to find in any genre of ccx)king. Dipp- demolished every single night—that 

ed in a creamy yoghurt marinade and rules the roost. 'Massaged' with a 
imbued with aU the gcxKlness of airom chilli-led melange of exotica and mari- 
—ajteain to Bharatwasis—this is nated in dark rum, this is the greatest 

every-bite worth at Rs 476.25 a platter, leg show of any restaurant. 

Tandoori Phool: The master at Buk- Then there is the Daal. The mere fact 

hara, Madan Jaiswal, created this that the generic Daal Makhani or 



Maah ki Daal, a 'fixture' on every sin¬ 
gle menu of a restaurant serving Indi¬ 
an fexxi, now better known as the Daal 
Bukhara, is eloquent testimony to its 
tomato puree-garlic-makkhan-cream 
sumptuousness. A hundred and ten 
litres of it, day after hungry day! 

CHOR BIZARRE 

No offence to Parmeshwar Gcxlrej, 
who designs wonderful restaurants 
that serve the most mundane food, 
Chor Bizarre remains the finest free¬ 
standing restaurant in the land. It's 
'chop b^use its owner, Rohit Khat- 
tar, rummaged and retrieved just 
about everything for his 'collection', 
which his sister then 'planted' in an 
unbelievable pattern at the family's 
almost derelict dining rcxim at Hotel 
Broadway. 'Bizarre' is the mismatch¬ 
ed crcKkery, cutlery and design of the 
menu. 

Its fame, nevertheless, rests on the 
diversity of its cuisine. To begin with, 
their kebab. Don't deny yourselves 
the pleasures of Reshmi Pardeh 
Mein, a seekh of finely minced chick¬ 
en aromatised with fr^h coriander 
and cardamom, and presented under 
a curtain of spun sugar, that puts any 
other such skewered 'sausage' to 
shame. And, Muighi se Pehle, a 'whif¬ 
fy' and unique egg kebab roasted in 
thebindoor. 




Then, there is the traditional Punja¬ 
bi fayre—the Miirgha Maska Maar 
Ke, which is the Butter Chicten, Madi* 
chli Aoirit Bhari which is the bizarre 
version of the perennial Northern 
favourite, Machchi Amritsarl, with a 
delectable beer batter, and Paneer 
Makhan Hee. 

The piece de resistance is the tarami, 
the Kashmiri version of the thali, 
which allows you to sample the best 
that the ivaza irom the Vale have to 
offer. To enjoy this 'culinary evenf, 
you have to combine skill and spirit of 
creative adventure to compose your 
own tarami —an ornate plate that com¬ 
es covered with a filigrera copper 
dome to keep the food warm. No meal 
at the restaurant can be considered 
complete without either Goshtaba or 
Rista (kofta culled from kid, patiently 
pounded for hours to provide a 
unique and fluffy texture) and Haaq 
(tender leaves and stems of a spinach 
plucked out of the Dal or the Nishat, 
and redolent of mustard, the oil in 
which it is cooked). 

DAKSHIN 

What Bukhara did for India's food 
and Dum Pukht for North India's cur- 
rie, the Dakshin at the Park Sheraton 
in Madras has done for the cuisine of 
the South. For starters, this retaurant 
belies the stereotype image of sou¬ 
thern foods as nothing more than 
dosai, iddli, vadai and utthapam. The 
main courses are guaranteed to make 
the rest of the country salivate—and 
ponder what they have been missing 
out on so far. 

As you cross Dakshin's threshold, 
you enter a timeless realm of southern 
splendour: shining bronzes, metal 
and stone icons of Ganesha and Nata- 
raja, and colourful Tanjores of Balago- 
pal. The septuagenarian, Parmasivam 
Iyer, the presiding deity at the eatery, 
welcomes you with a sizzling mini 
dosai vannakam. Can there be a better 
way to begin sapidh? 

Be sure to try Kozhi Miliagu Curry, 
the Chettiar classic, spiked with fresh¬ 
ly ground pepper and redolent of 
cardamom. 

Equally enticing is Meen Moiley, 
the supremely subtle Kerala delicacy 
of pomfret cooked in coconut cream, 
which has, in our considered opinion, 
the makings of an international 
winner! 

It goes without saying that the v^e- 
tarian goodies at Dakshin are, put sim¬ 
ply, beguiling and bewitching. EeeG, 
the Vegetable Stew. Let not the 
English name fool you—the vegeta¬ 
bles cooked in cardamom-laced coco¬ 


nut milk is prepared according to a 
traditiortal reci^. 

The ideal accompaniment to each 
one of these delights comes from the 
kadhai of the venerated Iyer in the frilly 
form of the Aapam, arguably the 
world's tastiest bread. This 'pancake' 
is made from a batter of fermented rice 
and coconut milk. 


DEHLIKAAANGAN 

Some people—and we do not dis¬ 
agree with their thinking—may consi¬ 
der this 'entry' premature. To them, 
we say: ''Chamal pakka y(dt nahin, dekh- 
Tte ho ek hee daana kaafi hota hai (A grain 
of nee is all you need to taste to tell if 


the rice is done to perfection or not)." 
The Aangan, at the Hyaft Regmcy, 
New Delhi, is qualifira to join titis 
select list. 

What makes the Aai^an—a restau¬ 
rant that led to the revi^ of DeBii's 
multifaceted cuisines—unique? 

Shahi Dastarkhwan, the Brst of its 
kind anywhere. Here theguest can be 


treated in right royal style with 
designer menus. Then, the amuse 
guele —the palate teaser—served the 
moment the service staff have spread 
Ihe napkin on your laps. Aangan is the 
Erst Indian restaurant that serves a 
comfdementaiy bread complimentary 



Shahjehani Qonna of Oehli Ka Aangan, Hyatt Regency, Now Dettil 
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f with each cou rse. I -ast, but not the 
least, it has Raminder Malhotra, the 
finest young chef of his generation, 
manning the stove. 

The menu—an unalloyed gem— 
has so much to offer that it would need 
many sessions to enjoy and evaluate 
what is, arguably, the finest selection 
of any carte! Our recommendations: 

Tohfa-e*Zameen: Among Muslim 
nobility, Shaami Kebab was a must on 
every menu. For the vegetarian Hindu 
guests, the kebab was made with 
jimikand or yam. Once you have tasted 
the Tohfa, do not be surprised if you 
never mince matters again! 

Muigh-e-Firdaus: This dish makes 
you realise that a taste of paradise can 
be had here.-Paupiettes of chicken, 
stuffed with the wonderfully fragrant 
royal cumin-flavoured chicken mince, 
come draped in a creamy saffron 
gravy. 

Shahjehani Qorma: This delicacy, 
yes that's exactly what it is, was thera¬ 
peutically balanced by the Shahl 
Hakeem—physician by appointment 
to the emperor—and cooked by his 
personal rikaabdaar (chefs) ff)rShah 
Jehan, the most famous 'builder' of 
Delhi. This, during his incarceration 
by his own son, Aurangzeb. 

DUMPUKHT 

Still the finest 'curry house' in the 
world. Its quiet elegance enhances the 
! enjoyment of the subtlest pleasures of 
i Indian cuisine. In the menus—at the 
j Maurya Sheraton, Delhi, and the 
I Windsor Manor, Bangalore—replete 
with riches, the following Imtiaz Qure- 
shi delicacies are a must do: 

Mahi Kaliya: Without question the 
greatest fish delicacy from the hinter¬ 
land of the subcontinent, the Avadhi 
Mahi Kaliya owes its distinction to the 
subtle combination of mustard and 
fenugreek. The dish belies the miscon¬ 
ception that Avadh's cuisine did not 
have a fish repertoire. On the contrary, 
fish is a favoured meat. Legend has it 
that once the desptmdent first Nawab 
of Oudh, Sultan Ghiasuddin Haider, 
was pondering a disturbing stalemate 
with his enemies who had besieged 
Lucknow. While crossing River Mryu 
on a boat, a large Rahu jumped out of 
the water and landed on his right 
thigh. His majhi interpreted this as a 
good omen and the Nawab launched 
himself into battle v/ith renewed 
vigour to emerge victorious. 

Since that day, the fish was accord¬ 
ed the pride of place on the dynastic 
banners and the gateways of palaces 
and other monuments. At the two 
Dum Pukht, cubes of fish, marinated 


and then simmered in a spicy bouillon 
prepared from the bones of Rahu, are 
perfect with steamed rice. 

Murgh Khushk Pardah; This is per¬ 
haps the nation's first attempt at 
fusion cooking. It is believed that 
when the great gourmet Nawab Wajid 
Ali Shah of Awadh invited the Compa¬ 
ny Bahadur to dine with him, he got 
his chefs to adapt the traditional 
Murgh Mussalam into something that 
would not singe the British Resident's 
palate. Thus was the Murgh Khush 
Pardah born—a creation in which a 
full resplendent chicken is cured in a 
star anise and black cardamom scent¬ 
ed marinade, grilled in the tandoor 
and then cooked on dum, with an 
assortment of vegetables, under a veil 
of puff pastry. 

FRONTIER 

We can see the ITDC brass wince at 
Frontier's inclusion in this list. Truth is 
that the restaurant at The Ashok, New 
Delhi, figures in spite of them. It isn't 
often that the governmert-run 
chain — the sooner they got nd of it, 
the better—comes up with a gcx)d 
restaurant, usually an idea plagiari¬ 
sed, occasionally inspired by a wellwi- 
sher or a friend. Talking about plagia- 


Bukhara, Maurya Sheraton, New Delhi 




rism, they also pick recipes trom other 
topyrighted books and palm them off 
as their own — see Tlw A^Iiok Ctxfkbook 
that goes out compliments of ITDC's 
chairperson, Anil flhandari. 

Then begins the same sordid saga 
— ignorant bureaucratic bungling, 
nepotism, interference from above 
and agitations from below. Stifled by 
arrogance and apathy and strangled 
by red tape, they almost always 'suc¬ 
ceed' in 'infanticide' It never ceases to 
surprise us how even after a good 
launch, thev cannot st'll or sustain the 
place. 

Like the sturd}’ and robust Frontier 
folk, the restaurant has somehow 
managed to survive in most adverse 
environs. Kverytime we praise the 
restaurant, the Bukhara crew scamper 
across to chi-ck out the competition. 
They are constrained to acknowledge 
that the food is comparable to their 
redoubtable stuff. Nevertheless, they 
gleefully wring their hands, with huge 
sighs of relief, at the lack of custom. 

The food at the Frontier is master¬ 
minded by Kharak bingh, a kfhnhii/u 
from Kinnaon. C ombining enthusi¬ 
asm with competence, Singh offers the 
following temptations 


Chor Bizarre, New Delhi 

Murgh Dhaaranpur: The restau¬ 
rant's signature kebab, crisp on the 
outside and soft and creamy inside, 
this is supremes of chicken, packed 
with ft filling of cheese, herbs and spi¬ 
ces, first flash fried in a kiullmi to bind 
the multi-flour batter and then grilled 


in the tandoor on skewers. 

Kebab-e-Banno: A sublime chicken 
tikka, marinated in a mixture of vine¬ 
gar, green chillies and coriander, 
bound in hi'stii. dipped in an egg bat¬ 
ter and then roasted in the tandoor. 

Pathar Kebab: A piccalla of kid, 
kept in a cloves and yoghurt cheese 
marinade, and si//k^ on hot marble 
or red stone. 

JUMBRELLASATTHE 
NELSON'S PAVILION 
lumbrellas is the window that show¬ 
cases the Indian fcxKi of the future. Ins¬ 
pired by the glorious traditions, con¬ 
scious cif the contemporary concerns 
and aware of the global aesthetic impe¬ 
ratives, the chefs here have begun to 
serve food tliat does not just tickle the 
palate, but delights all the Senses. 

It is gratifying to see our dream for 
Indian—we call it Fusion, a harmoni¬ 
ous blending of ingredients, cooking 
techniques and culinary styles, and 
surmounting all barriers and forsak¬ 
ing any prejudices—crystallise at this 
restaurant under 'jumbfellas', Wind¬ 
sor Manor's fusion of 'jumbo' with 
'umbrellas'. A sampler of how you 
might treat yoursclt: 

"The old tashioneil Kachori has been 
recast vvith its top carefully lopped off 
and the cavity thus created stuffed 
with a chicken-champignon-and-leek 
mixture cewked in a rosemary-laced 
Mornay sauce. They call it Kachori 
Momay. 

Saag Chouxfleur combines sauteed 
spinach, creamed tarragon-flavoured 
potatoes and Cheddar, moulded into 
oval-shaped k&ftn, crumbled, deep- 




fried, napped with mango-tinged Hol- 
landaise and brought to a golden 
glaze under the saUmander. 

A shashlik of chicks kofta, skewer¬ 
ed and simmered in a creamy concas- 
se of tomatoes, capsicum, onions and 
garlic, cooked with Coondapur 
spices—they can be pretty hot, but 
have been k^t on a tight leash here— 
and served in a savarin of semolina 
Upma goes under the name of Upma 
Chicken Meatballs. 

KARAVALI 

A canopy of tamarind and rain trees 
leads you through a courtyard to a til¬ 
ed verandah which looks into the land¬ 
scape through a typically detailed win¬ 
dow and door. The main restaurant, 
which is covered, resembles a typical 
coastal house. You could be anywhere 
along the west coast— Mangalore, 
Malabar, Karwar or Goa. Karavali, at 
the Gateway, in Bangalore, aptly 
evokes lush images of the region as it 
gloriously celebrates the coastal 
cuisine. 

The coastals have a penchant for 
coconut and use it in almost all their 
dishes in one form or the other—oil, 
milk or grated. Coconut lends a dis¬ 
tinctive flavour to ft)od, specially the 
meat delicacies. One seldom comes 


across a coastal home devoid of a coco¬ 
nut 'groove'—at least a tree or two. 

We would go repeatedly to this 
restaurant just for kane or bollanjir— 
lady fish and silver fish, respectively. 
Each is marinated in an exquisite com¬ 
bination of spices and then pan gril¬ 
led. Whilst kane transforms itself into 
a curvaceous 36-24-36, the smaller, 
sardine-size bollanjir, makes an excell¬ 
ent snack. 

Our other favourite is Vevichathu 
or the Red Fish Curry, lovingly prepar¬ 
ed by the presiding deity in the Kara¬ 
vali kitchen, Bernadette Pinto, in a cha- 
Ihi (the traditional earthen pot) to 
bring out the taste. 

RAINTREE 

The Raintree, Camellia Panjabi's 
trendsetting Chettinad restaurant, at 
Taj Group's Connemara in Madras, 
continues to flourish much to the 
delight of the pepper affidomdo. Panja¬ 
bi, a rare gourmet among hoteliers, 
gave, through this, the lie to the myth 
that the South is strictly herbiverous. 
Besides, she could not have found a 
better way of paying tribute to the 
exquisite cuisine of the Chettiars, 
those intrepid bankers to large tracts 
of ASEAN and the south. 

Its 'exterior' is inspired by a 


courtyard in a Chettinad mansion, 
with the characteristic pandikaltu or 
dining room flanking a stream, floor¬ 
ing of a Hatikodi —the wlourful tiles 
made exclusively in the Chettinad dis¬ 
trict—and a temple tank, surrounded 
by oleanders and jasmines, in the mid¬ 
dle of the 'courtyard', this verdant 
retreat evokes images of a gracious era 
gone by. 

Let vour passage through the menu 
be guided by symbols of chilli which 
before a dish denotes that they are hot. 
Those who like it hot are advised to 
savour Kola Urundai Kuzhambu, 
which are kofta ot kid, blended with 
channa dal, simmered in a gravy spic¬ 
ed with a combination of pungent spi¬ 
ces, with pepper predominating. For 
those who blow cold at the thought of 
the hot stuff, there is also the milder 
Kozhi Vellai Kurmah—chicken in an 
off-white curry, fragrant o) mint, 
which the chef calls kurmah gravy 

The chilli-flagged Kaikari 
Kuzhambu, a vegetarian delight of 
vegetables ctioked with Madras 
onions and garlic flakes in a tangy 
tamarind sauce, is quite unparalleled. 
This may come as a surprise, but we 
also loved the Amavadai More 
Kuzhambu, the commonplace vadai 
simmered in a yoghurt-based gravy. ■ 
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Do you 


Make it a 
habit to 
buy gold 
ornaments 
in a logical 
way, rather 
than just in 
blind faith! 

Now, 

do not say 
that all 
Gold 
Dealers 
are the 
same! 


want a most reliable and reasonable 
22Kar€it gold ornament dealer^ 

Main SpedaBty: W» um mMW of 22 Karat QOld whS* mcSiing omanwnts. Stanv on 
omofiMnit b 2il/22K moaiyng omanwnit or* mod* In 22 Karat ond after-m^ng purtty it 
22 KoroT. O«arownobnt*mpon»y dmlgn*ri«w«ll«ry. 

Mfinlng; If OUr TItfZtK omomenit aw wrrt for rotinbig, purtly will eomo to 22 Karat, 
ft ff a MW tyMm otomofMMmaiuaa^tHlng? tnafl odvaneadcounMot, Kbeompuitory 
by law, that ttamp on omatnonb thould rotor to melting purity. We ow the ploneeis In 
adopting thb lyttom in retail burinett In indki. Ail gold omamenb vrhich are exported from 
iMfla aw otto mode by this tvttom. 

ffowb ft p<wtfbto totofctor 22X0101 gofdorttonwnfy wAh 22 Karat gotaaoklert 
the fltoltingpointor 22 Kor«s gold b approx, looo’c, to ihe«oi<iei*«meHinapoinl should be 
lower ftton lOtiOX). bt toktor thould mell betow the jikin metdl itartt to irwR. So. While 
pwpotlng 22 KcnWl gold loidef. 2 gramt of zkie and 22 giafnt of puw gold aw melted 
together. Ihe mellhg point goet down to approx. SOCC, while purty wmaint 22 Kdrof. Ihb 
22 Karat toider eon be uted tor eotdeting 22 Korol gold omomenb. 

Nemichand Bamalwa Sons 

Jewellers 
N 0 W BM. M^ket, 8rd Floor 
t6-A» Shak^poaro Sarani 






You will feel — why did you not contact us earlier! 









H astings' Congregation Chapel was 

opened for holy service on Se pt ember 
27,18^ The Dedication Prayer was, 
however, odered die next day by pastar 
Edward Storrow, after which Dr T, Boaz 
began to preadi. Tlie architect of the Chi^ 
was Joshua Rowe, surveyor of Calcutta, the 
building, which IS in pure Doric style, 
measures 85 ft in len^, 44 ft in bMUtddi and 
27 ft m height. 

Situated on the edge ol Elleidxvotig^ 
Course at the comer of St George's Cate Read 
and Clyde Row, and overtot^dngCsAciitla'a 
now shrinking Maidan, die site OT dteChapid 
is exbenMly pieariag to any churcdi lover. The 
edifice has a nne portico built iit die Itaban 
i^le widi lofty columna.'Ihe floor of dw 
Chapti, laid with Minton'snMiaktdihiiram 


acoocnmodale about 170 worshq^pera. 

Adjoirtlag the Qu^ is a schoM haB where 
meetings are held. The Chapel originaSy 
beloftged to die London Mitsionary Soctety 
whoseCalciitta headquarters were at 
Ihowantpore. 

The hwory of the Chapd can be traced to 
1833when it was situated at a different site 
wfaldh la now Occupied by theOrdnanoe 
Barridbik However, dw goverroiuait h^ 
inadc adequate cornpensabon as wi^ as 
provided hud when dw Qupel moved d ils 
present rite. 

Ilte budding material of die old chapel was 
used In die construction (d the nsw CRM 
we see today. The stony that Indy ftwidiudc 
had Isld dw foimdadon of the Cha^ Is, 
however, notbssed on facts. 





















□ Bejan Daruwalla 


March 21—April 20 

The moon's first 
quarter makes you 
energetic, sociable and 
exceptionally intuitive. 
Loans, funds and the 
legacy of the last 20 
days will be very much in evidence. New 
deals and contracts will be signed in the 
next 21 da)rs. November 22-24 gives you 
the impetus to go ahead. 



Taurus 

April 21—May 20 



Though opposition still 
continues, you will 
have your coterie of 
friends, too. Loans, 
funds, investments. 


work pressures are 
Paradoxically, this could be the time for 
marriage, engagement, partnership and 
collaboration. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

I, ; Humour, barbed wit 

and rollicking comedy 
a re highlight^ along 
a possible 

job-switch, a journey 
and even a complete 
change of scenery in 1994 which starts, 
roughly, now. Important decisions will 
have to be taken. Legal issues should not 
be allowed to cloud your judgement. 

Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

You will be slogging 
1 f away and the rewards 

will be considerable. 

’, Therefore, work 

. dpMwJh wholeheartedly. Also, 

■J you will be feasting, 

loving and calling friends over. Business 
and joy will thus be fused, and Monday 
and Tuesday will be ideal for it. So 
pepare yourself accordingly. 




Leo 

July21—August21 

Thoi^ not completely 
out of dte woods, you 
do see the light. While 
I home and colleagues 
I could irritate you, 

ESSHH_I dollop of love and 

companionship should make you happy. 
Children, hobbies, reaeationi pursuits, 
exercise, yoga and specualtion are the 
areas where you find deep satisfaction. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

While communication 
attd deals are still 
extremely important, 
the focus beg^ to shift 
to'house, home, 
parents, in-laws, and 
long-distance connections. Find time to 
relax. Otherwise, you pay a heavy 
penalty, both healthwise and 
emotionalwise. 

Libra 

Seplember 23—October 22 

You will redouble your 
efforts to make money, 
A jT ^ keep the family happy 
oA • 4|p and find out ways and 
wH L * means of expaiision if in 

■Xn business, progress if in 
profession, and efficiency if in 
employment. News and messages will be 
unduly important in the next 21 days or 
so. 

Sc€npio 

October 23—November 22 

mm I Home influences are 
favourably signified. 

An electronic 
equipment, say, TV set 
or computer, could be 
* I installs, tested and 

tried out. Many Scorpios will be making 
plans for the future, and these will be 
carried out in January or Apil. Health of 
elders, however, is still suspect. 



Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Mars in your sign, 
aided by the sun, gives 
you that extra zip 
which leads to victory 
over rivals, of course, 
after some struggle. 

You will now feel a little more free to 
carry out your plans. But you are strongly 
advi,sed to be secretive and tactful. Travel 
and romance make your day. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

■ Jp Catch tight your purse 

w strings as money could 
m V be lost, stolen or just 

spnt a way. On the plus 
side, you could go for a 
binge, partying, and 
pmpring yourself with foiid, finery, 
froppry, friends and favours. 

November 22-24 should be significantly 
exciting. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

The moon's first 
quarter in your sign 
emphasises travel, 
prsonal ties and 
professional ambition. 
Also, you will find 
elbow room to move and manoeuvre, be 
it romance, contracts, deals, children, 
expansion, opning a new branch, house 
move, or renovating the home and office. 

Pisces 

February 19—March 20 

The sun and Mars have 
shifted gears to your 
slot of prestige, status, 
W honour, fame, new' 

position and pif. Make 
hI use of this time wisely 

and subtly. Many Pisceans will be 
adjusting their sights to shoot straight, be 
it romance, work, parents, in-laws or just 
a game of chess. But exposes will rise. 



NwenAeril: The moon's first quarter could meanafew. 
distractions and dteturbances uit fanuly, love, or work. 
However, by Mardi the worst should be over. 


H'OVetimer23: The mo<m-sun happy formation means 
honours and ridies. If your own horoscop be as strong as this 


sOlarscopic re^ingjrou win awards on me international level 
Ifovember 24;^e Ventts-UisAus excellent juxtaposition 


b to yoit to wjmtphmis 

Nt wet k ber Jt Jf 1heM!M)h-&torn good piactog 
aucoesa. AjolMmrildtislilHdy. Yournaybestartinga new 
poject diet shohkt My lidi dividends in theiuture. 
JVoMfiidhsnf* JMtr Ihennoon oppOBes.Ju^ter which metms a 
littiecaKofyoiirnpilati(mdiatddhet«cen.A{ew«(tr4 !. 
htthh pwwitionB will atand youJn good stead. 

JVoomiNr Mairik|e> rnmance, jpattnership, j^ 

and colhdMHiatiion aplahBa On-tiw^ipKsrtofla! fixmL dun^ 
ap also fcvMofaLbt rah, bimefit 
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INTERNATIONAL 

BACKSIDE TAXIS 


B alvinder Singh, son of Punjab Singh,' 
Prince of taxi drivers, may your 
moustache never grow grey! Nor 
your liver cave in with cirrhosis. Nor 
your precious Hindustan Ambassador ever 
again crumple in a collision—like the one we 
had with the van carrying Mango Frooty 
drink. 

Although during my first yeai in Delhi I 
remember thinking that the traffic had seem¬ 
ed both anarchic and alarming, by my second 
visit I had come to realise that it was in fact 
go\'emed by very strict rules. Right of way 
belongs to the driver of the largest vehicle. 
Buses give way to heavy trucks. Ambassadors 
give way to buses, and bicyclists give way to 
everything except pedestrians. On the road, as 
in many other aspects of Indian life. Might is 
Right. 

Yet Mr Balvinder Singh is an individualist 
who believes in the importance of asserting 
himself. While circumstances may force him 
to defer to buses and lorries, he has never seen 
the necessity of giving way to the tinny new 
Maruti vans which, though taller than his 
Ambassador, are not so heavily built. After 
all, Mr Singh is a kshatriya by caste, a warrior, 
and like his ancestors he is keen to show that 
he is afraid of nothing. He disdains such 
cowardly acts as loo^ng in wing mirrors or 
using his indicators. His Ambassador is his 
chariot, his klaxon, his sword. Weaving into 
the oncoming traffic, playing 'chicken' with 
the other taxis, Balvinder Singh is a Raja of the 
Road. 

Or rather was. One month after our arrival 
in I>elhi, Mr Singh and I had an accident. 
Taking a road junction with more phlegm 
than usual, we careered into the Maruti van, 
impaliiw it on its bows, so that it bled Mango 
Frooty I^ink all over Mr Singh's bonnet. No 
one was hurt, and Mr Singh—strangely elat¬ 
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ed by his 'kill' — took it stoically. "Mr Willi¬ 
am," he said. "In my life six times have I cra¬ 
shed. And on not one occasion have 1 ever 
been killed.'.' 

Although I am devoted to him, Olivia is 
quick to point out that Mr Singh is in many 
ways an unattractive character. A Punjabi 
Sikh, he is the Essex Man of the East. He chews 
paan and spits the betel jmce out of the win¬ 
dow, leaving a red 'go-fast' stripe along the 
car's right flank. He utters incoherent whoops 
of joy as he drives rickshaws on to the pave¬ 
ment or sends a herd of paper boys flying into 
a ditch. He leaps out of his taxi to urinate at traf¬ 
fic lights, and scratches his groin as he talks. 
Like Essex Man, he is a lecher. His eyes follow 
the saris up and down the Delhi avenues; 
plump Sikh girls riding side-saddle on motor¬ 
bikes are a particular distraction. Twice a 
week, when Olivia is not in the car, he offers to 
drive me to G.B. Road, the Delhi r^ light dis¬ 
trict; "Just looking," he suggests. "Delhi 
ladies very good. Having breasts like 
mangoes." 

Yet he has his principles. Like his English 
counterpart, he is a believer in hard work. He 
finds it hard to understand the beggars who 
congregate at the lights. "Why these peoples 
not working?" he asks. "They have two arms 
and two legs. They not handicrafted." 

"Handicrafted?" 

"Missing leg perhaps, or only one ear." 

"You mean handicapped?" 

"Yes. Handicrafted. Sikh peoples not like 
this. Sikh peoples working hard, earning 
money, buying car." 

Ignoring the bus hurtling towards us, he 
turns around and winks an enormous wink. 
"Afterwards Sikh peoples drinking whisky, 
looking television, eating tandoori chicken 
and going G.B. Road." ■ 
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Mr Singh also had strong views about 
appearances. 

; "You are Britisher," he said, the very first 
time I hailed him. "I know you are a Britisher." 

It was late afternoon at the end of our first 
week in Delhi. We had just moved in and were 
beginning the gruelling pilgrimage through 
Indian government departments that all new 
arrivals must perform. We were late for an 
appointment at the Foreigners Regional 
Re^stration Office, yet Mr Singh's assertion 
could not go unquestioned. 

"How do you know I'm a Britisher?" 

"Because," said Mr Singh, "you are not 
sporting." 

"Actually 1 am quite .sporting," 1 replied. "1 
go for a run every day, swim in the summer..." 

"No Britisher is sporting," said Mr Singh, 
undaunted. 

"Lots of my countrymen are very keen on 
sfMjrt," 1 retorted. 

"No,no," said MrSingh. "You are not catch¬ 
ing me." 

"We are still a force to be reckoned with in 
the fifteen hundred metres, and sometimes 
our cricket team..." 

"No, no," said Mr Singh. "Still you are not 
catching me. You Britishers arc not .sper/iw^*." 
He twirled the waxed curlicues of his 
moustache. "All men should be sporting a 
moustache, because all ladies are liking too 
much." 

He indicated that I should get in. 

"It is the fashion of our days," he said, roar¬ 
ing off and narrowly missing a pedestrian. 

Mr Singh's taxi .stand lay behind the Indian 
International Centre, after which it tcx>k its 
name: International Backside Taxis. The stand 
was run by Punjab Singh, Balvinder's stem 
and patriarchal father, and manned by Balvin- 
der and his two plump brothers, Gurmuck 
and Bulwan. There was also a rota of cousins 
who would fill in during the weekends and at 
nights. Over the following months we got to 
know them all well, but it was Balvinder who 
remained our special friend. 


T hat first week, and the week following it, 
Balvinder drove Olivia and myself 
through a merry-go-round of government 
departments. Together we paid daily visits to 
the rotting concrete hulk known as Shastri Bha- 
van, nervecentreof the Orwellian Indian Mini¬ 
stry of Information and Broadcasting. Here, in 
the course of nine visits, 1 deposited four 
faxes, three telexes, two envelopes of passport 
photographs (black imd white only) and a 
sheaf of letters from my editor in London, all 
in an effort to get accredited as a foreign 
correspondent. 

In due course, as the slow wheels of 
bureaucracy turned, my application did get 
processed—but not until about a year after 
the newspaper I represented had ceased publi¬ 
cation. Undaunted, to this day Shastri Bhavan 
still refusra to acknowledge the downfall of 


the Sunday Correspondent, and continues to 
send its India representative daily press 
releases detailing th*» reasons for the decline in 
the production of Indian pig iron, or celebrat¬ 
ing the success of the Fifth International Confe¬ 
rence on the Goat (theme; The Goat in Rural 
Prosperity). 

More depressing even than Shastri Bhavan 
is the headquarters of Mahanagar Telephone 
Nigam Limited. The Telephone Nigam is Indi¬ 
a's sole supplier of telecommunications to the 
outside world. Without the help of the Teleph¬ 
one Nigam one is stranded. This is something 
every person who works for the organisation 
knows; and around this certainty has been 
built an empire dedicated to bureaucratic 
obfuscation, the perpetration of difficulty, the 
collection of bribes and, perhaps more than 
anything else, the spinning of great glistening 
ctKoons of red tape. 

It was a hot, dusty late September morning 
when 1 first entered room .311, home to Mr 
Ram Lai. Mr Lai was sitting beneath a poster 
of Mahatma Gandhi on which was written: 

"A customer is the most important visitor to 
our premises. He is ncH dependent on us, we 
arc dependent on him." 

As if in deliberate subversion of the Mahat¬ 
ma's message, Mr Lai held in his nands the 
Times of India, open at its sports page. The 
paper formed a barrier between Mr Lai and 
the asylumful of supplicants who were bobb¬ 
ing up and down in front of him, holding out 
chits of paper, arching their hands in a gesture 
of namastc or wobbling their turbans from side 
to side in mute fruslratiion. A Punjabi lady .sat 
weeping in a corner, repeating over and over 
again: "But I have a letter from the Minister of 
State for Communications...but 1 have a let- 
ter...a letter..," Menials passed silently to and 
fro through the door, carrying files and shea¬ 
ves of xeroxes. Behind Mr Lai, placed there for 
apparently purely decorative purposes, sat a 
dead computer. 

When Mr Lai eventually deigned to lower 
his paper— which he did with infinite 
slowness, folding it into perfect quarters—he 
rang a bell and ordered one of his peons to 
bring him a cup of tea. 

"Right," he said, looking up for the first 
time. "Who's first?" 

A hundred hands were raised, but one 
voice stood out: "1 am." 

The speaker pushed himself forward, hold¬ 
ing together his bulging dhoti with one hand. 
He was an enormously fat man, perhaps 
seventy years old, with heavy plastic glasses 
and grey stubble on his chin. 

"My name is Sunil Gupta—please call me 
Sunny." He strode forward and grabbed Mr 
Lai by the hand, shaking it with great verve. 

'T am a nationalist," said Mr Gupta. "A 
nationalist and a freedom fighter. 1 am also an 
independent candidate in the forthcoming 
municipal elections. My election office vrill be 
opposite Western Court, adjacent to the paan 
shop. I want a temporary telephone connec¬ 
tion, and would be most grateful if you could 


Wecai%ered 
into the Maruti 
van, impaling it 
on its bows, so 
that it bl^ 
Mango Frooty 
Drink all over 
Mr Singh's 
bonnet. No one 
was hurt, and 
Mr Singh took it 
stoically. ‘Mr 
William,' he 
said. ‘In my life 
six times have I 
crashed. And on 
not one occasion 
have I ever been 
kilted' 
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expedite." He stroked his belly. "Early action 
would be highly appreciated." 

"Have you already applied for a connec¬ 
tion?" asked Mr Lai. 

"No, gentleman," said Sunny Gupta. "This 
is what I am doing now." 

"First applications Room 101. Next, please," 

"But," said Mr Gupta. "I have to maintain 
contact with my constituents. I need a phone 
immediately. I would be very grateful if you 
would expedite a WIP connection without 
delay." 

"Are you a member of the Lok Sabha?" 

"No, I..." 

"In that case, you must contact Mr Dharam 
Vir..." 

"Gentleman, please listen.,." 

"...in Room 101." 

With a great flourish, Mr Gupta pulled a 
much-pawed piece of paper from his V,', 
waistcoat pocket. "Gentleman," he said:, 
"Please be looking here. This is my manifesto." 

Across the top of the piece of paper, in huge 
red letters, was blazoned the slogan; A 
NATIONALISTTOTHECORE AND A FREE¬ 
DOM FIGHTER. MrGupta strnightened-his 
glasses and read from the charter; 

"I was a Founder Member cum ChalQjt&n 
of the Religious and Social Institute of India, 
Patna Branch..." 

Mr Lai was meanwhile studying theapplica- 
tion of the weeping Punjabi lady. He read it 
twice and, frowning, initialled it at the top 
right-hand corner; "SecMrSharma for coun¬ 
tersignature. Rcx>m407," 

The woman broke down in a convulsion of 
grateful sobs. Bedside her MrGupta was still 
in full flcKd; 

"...1 am ex-member of the Publicity Commit¬ 
tee of the All-India Congress 1, Bhagalpur divi¬ 
sion. Ex-Joint Secretary of the Youth Congress 
Committee, Chote Nagpur, Bihar. I am a pioet 
and a journalist. A war hero from the !%,'> 
Indo-Pak wai, Jaisalmer sector..." 

"Madam," continued Mr Lai, "Please make 
payment with Mr Surwinder Singh, accounts. 
Room 521." 

"...1 was the founder editor of Sari, the 
Hindi monthly for women and Kalidasa, the 
biannual literary journal of Patna. 1 have dona¬ 
ted five acres of land for the Chote Nagpur 
Cow Hospital. Four times I have been jailed by 
'the Britishers for services to Mother Bharat." 

"If you think ir is bad now,'' said Mr Lai, 
taking my application. "You should :4ee this 
office on Fridays. That's the busiest tinw." 

I left Mr Lai's office at noon. By four-thirty I 
had queued inside a total of nine different offi¬ 
ces, waiting in each for the magic letter, seal, 
signature, counter-signature, demand note, 
restoration order or receipt which would, at 
some stage in the far distant future, lead to my 
being granted a telephone. 

"Phone will be connected within two 
months," said Mr Lai as he shook my hand, 
the obstacle course completed. 'Two months 
no problem. Or maybe little longer. Backlog is 
there." 



IleftMrLars 
office at noon. 
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nine different 
offices, waiting 
in each for the 
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counter- 
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restoration 
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Mr Gupta was still sitting at the back of Mr 
Lai’s office. He was quiet now, though sHll 
tightly clutching at his election manif^o. I 
gave him a sympathetic wave as I left. 

"Tothink," hesaid, 'that I was in British pri¬ 
son seven times with Gandhiji for this." 

At his desk, Mr Lai had returned to the 
sports page of the Times of India. 


Although parts of the city still preserved the 
ways of the Mughal period or even the early 
Middle Ages, Delhi was nevertheless 
changing, and changing fast. 

The most visible change was in the 
buildings When 1 first saw Delhi it was still a 
low-risecolonial capital, dominated by long 
avenues of white plaster Lutyens bungalows. 
The bungalows gave New Delhi its character: 
shady avenues of jamun and ashupal trees, 
low red-brick walls gax'con to hundreds of 
rambling white ailonial houses with their 
broken f^iments and tall Ionic pillars. 

There were other changes, too. Thedambur- 
st of western goods and ideas that were now 
pouring into India had brought with them an 
undertow of western morality. Adulterous 
couples now filled the public gardens; con¬ 
dom advertisements domina^ the Delhi 
skyline. The Indian capital, once the last bas¬ 
tion of the chaperoned virgin, the double- 
locked bedrtxim and the arranged marriage, 
was slowly filling with lovers; whispering, 
blushing, occasionally holding hands, they 
loitered beneath flowering trees like figures 
from a miniature. Delhi was starting to unbut¬ 
ton. After the long Victorian twilight, the sari 
was beginning to slip. 

Other changes in the city were less promi¬ 
sing. The roads were becoming cloggi^; pollu¬ 
tion was terrible. Every day the sluggish 
waters of the Jumna were spiced with some 
.'150 million gallons of raw sewage. 

Attitudes were changing too. A subtle har¬ 
dening seemed to have taken place. In the 
smart drawing-rooms of Delhi, from where 
the fate of India's 880 million people was con¬ 
trolled, the middle class seemed to be growing 
less tolerant; the great Hindu qualities of assi¬ 
milation and acceptance were no longer high¬ 
ly prized. A mild form of fascism was in 
fashion: educated people would tell you that it 
was about time those bloody Muslims were 
disciplined—that they had been pampered 
and appeased by the Congress Party for too 
long, that they were filthy and fanatical, that 
they bred like rabbits. They should all be put 
behind bars, hostesses would tell you as they 
poured you a glass of imported whisky; expul¬ 
sion was too good for them. 

Strangely, in these drawing rooms, you 
never heard anyone complain about the Sikhs. 
But of course it was they and not the Muslims 
who had most recently suffered the backlash 
of this hardeiung, this new intolerance which, 
like an unmistalQble lump of phosphorus, 
could quite suddenly burst into flames. ■ 
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Time TABLE ?L*,f 


NOTF.: All amnil and departiiw times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days. 1 Mug Monday 


INTERNATIONAL 


£ Anuterdun-Ddhi-Calcutta: 
Arr.(7):Kl--875at0235. 

£ Calcutta-Delhi'AmstenUm; 
Dep.(7): KL-876 at 0440. 
Calcutta-Singapore: Dep. (4). 
SQ-420atl310. 
Singapore-Caicntta: Arr. (2): 
SCHl6atl025. 

Delhi-Calcutla-Singapore: An. 
0): AI-682aH145;Dep.(l); 
Al-430 at 1300; An. <»: Al-428 at 
0540; D^. (5): AM28 at 0650. 
Singapmc-Calcutta-DeUii: An. 

(5);Al-429atl625;Dep.(5): 
Al-429atl740. 

Singapore-Calcutta-Bombay: 

An. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100. 

O Singapore-Dhaka-Calcutta; 
An.(4):kH20all2l0. 

@ Calcutta'Dhaka'Singapore; 
Dep.{2):SQ-416atn.10. 
Bombay-Calcutta-BangkoicTo- 
kyo: An. (5); AI-306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) ;AI-M6at 1910 
Tokyo-Bangkok>Calcutta-Bom- 
bay: An. (6): AI-309 at 1815; Dep. 

(6) :AI-309at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London*New 
York: Dep, (2): Al-101 at 0100. 
Calculta>Dclhi-London-New 
York: Dep. (5): AI- 
429/AM87/AH01 at 1740. 
Calcotta-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 
n>New York; Dep. (6); Al- 
309/Al-ni at 1930. 
Calcutta-DeUii-London-Toront 
o;Dep.(5):Al-429/AM87at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris; 
Dto. (6); AI-.309/Al-1478t 1930. 
Catculla-Delbi'Rome^^neva: 
Dep. (5): AI-429/AI-171 at 1740. 
Caicutta-Delhi-Frankiutt-Parla: 
Dep. (5): A1-429/A1-141 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris-F- 
rankfuit: Dep. (2): AI- 
431 /Al-143 at 0100; Dep. (6): Al- 
309/AI-147at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bangkok; Dep. (2.4,5, 
7): lC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1,3,6); 
TG-314atl355. 

Bangkok-Calcutta: An. (2,4,5, 

7): lC-732 at 1505; An, (1,3,6): 
TG-313atl240. 

CalcuHa-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 
5):IC-747ani45;Dep.(l,6); 
RA-214at 1455. 

Kathmandn-Calcutta: An. (1, .3, 
5).lC-748atl520;Arr. (1,6); 
RA-213at 1355. 

Calculta-Dhaka: Dep. (1, .3, .5,6); 
IC-723at 1.^30; Dep. (1,5); 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7) 
BG-092 at 1105; D«’p. (4): BG-092 
at2125;Dep (1,2,.15,6,7); 
BG-0% at 1920, Dep. (4) BG-096 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-Calcutta; Arr (1,3,5,6): 
lC-724 at 1600; An. (2.3,6,7): 
BC-091 at 0925; Arr. (4); BG-091 
at 0755; Arr (1, .5); BG-091 at 
1015; Arr. (1,2,3, .5,6,7); BG-095 


at 1840; An. (4): BG-095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dm. (1): 
IC-225 at 1230; Dep. (4): KRS98 
at 0835; Dep. (7); fc-6M at 1525. 
Chiltagong-Calctttta: Arr. (1): 
lC-226at 1450; Arr. (4): B0697at 
2045; An. (7); BG-697at,1445. 
Paro-Calcntta-Bangkolc Arr. 

(2); KB-105 at 0805; Dep. (2): 
KB-105al0850. 
Bangkok*Calcutta-Pan>: An. 

(7): 1^106 at KKB; Dep. (7): 
KB-106atll05. 

k Sofla-BahrainCaicutta: An. 

(4) :LZ-503atll30. , 

k Calcutta>Bahrain>Sofia: Dep. 

(5) ; 1^-504 at 0100. 

* Moscow-Sharjah-Calcutta: 
An.(4):SU-537atl555. 

* Calcutta-Shaijah'Moacow: 
Dep.(4):SU-538atl7.55. 

$ Aiminan-Caicutta-Bangkok; 


Printed here is the regular Indian AMines sched^gje 
This is, however, mbfect to charge. Passengers are 
advised to keep track cf announcements made by 
Indian Airlines in thepms. For assistance, dwxpmv 
coiUact(ctfygffke}X3390,264433,262415,262'iHH 
262657and2629(^, and (airport)552943.5 5529637. 
5529fi4J, 267007and204433 Except/mm 45 and 46 
exchanges, dial 1 forgenettdirtformation, 141 fur 
nxxrvations, 142fbrfiigbtarrimlsand 143for 
departures. 


An. (4); RM84 at 0705; Dep. (4); 
RJ-t84at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman; 

An. (4): RJ-lSSat 1450; Dep. (4): 
RM85atl550. 

Odcutta - Bombay - Sharjah - 
AbuI%abi:Dep. (2); AI- 
431/AI-7(» at 0100. 
Calrutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
n: Dep, (2); AI-431 /Al-873at 
0100 . 

Calcutla-Bombay-Delhl-Moaco 
w: Dep. (6); Al-309/AI-515 at 
1930. 

Calculta-Bombay-Muscat: Dep. 
(2); AI-431 / AI-833 at 0100; Dep. 
(6):AI-309/Al-845atl930. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Muscat: Dep. 

(5) :Al-429/AI-841atl740. 
Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi- 
Dubai; Dep. (2); AI-431/AI-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6): A1-309/A1-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nalrobi: Dep. 

(6) : Al-309/AI-215atl930. 
London-Deihi-Calcntta: An. 
(l):Al-132/Al-682iatll45, 

New York - London - Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: An. (5); AM12/Al-428at 
0540. 

Paria-Frankfurt-Delhi-Cdkutta: 


An. (1): AI-146/A1-682 at 1145. 6): 4S805 at 1455. 

Tomilo-Landon-Dethi-Calcutt- Delhi-Calcutta: An.(I,2,3,4,S, 
a: An. (1): AI-186/AI-682at 1145. 6); 45 806 at 1125. 

Abu Dhabi-Bombaw-Calculta: Calcutta-Guwdliati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

An. (5): AI-756/AI-306 at 1730. 4.5,6): 45 812 at 1155. 

Bahrain - Doha - Bombay - Cal- Guwahati-Calcutta: An. (1,2,3. 

eutta: An. (5): AI-876/AI-306 at 4.5,6): 45 811 at 1425. 

1730. 

An®!A?M 6 /ATS 6™*{730 Datuania Airwuys 

Dubai-Delhi-Cialcttlla: An. (5). Bombay-Caleutta: An. (daily): 

AI-736/AI-428 at 0540; An. (1); D2-101 at 0830; An (daily); D2 

Al-734/AI.682atn45. 103atl930. 

Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: An Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 

(5): Al-806/Al-306at 1730. D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (daily): D2 

Kuwait-Bombay-Olcutta: An. ] 04 at 2000. 

(5):Al-856/Al-306atl730. 

Riyadh-Bombay-Calculta; Arr. lUnM W mi 

(5); AI-826/A1-306 at-WBO. MOmiMfl 

Raa-al-Khaymah - Shaijah - Delhi-Calcutta: An (daily): M9 

Bombay - Calcutta: An. (5)- AI- 301 at 1925. 

706/AI-306 at 1730. Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): M9 

- 302 at 2000. 

Indian Airlines 

ndian Airlines scheditk CalcuMa-Agartala: Dep. (daily); 

chanvp flacwmutWflw IC-741at0710,Dep.(I,2,3,4,6, 

cnar^ passersim ,c.743at 1300; An. (daily); 

mouncementsmadeby ic-742atoy40,An (i,2,3,4;6,7); 

For assistance, dwxpmv ic-744 at l,5,30. 

^4433, 26241 5, 2(i25HH Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep (2,4,6, 

rport)5529433, 5529637 < 2 ,4,6,7); 

nExceptfrtm45cind4(, 'C-722atifM0. 

md ir^ormation, 141 fur CalcuHa-Bangalore:Dep.(1,2,3, 

itarrivalsand l43for 4,6,7)ic-77iat0620;An.(i,2,.3, 

4,6,7>lC-772at1200 
Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3,5). IC-542 at 

__1M.5; Arr. (.3.5); 1C-.541 at 1000. 

Calculta-Madras: Dep. (daily); 
IC-765 at 171,5; An. (daily); 
lC-766at2225. 

Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta; An Calmtta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 

(5): AI-826/AI-M6at 1730. •C-777 at 1620; An. (2,4,6): 

lC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
lC-273 at 1945 and Dep: (daily): 
IC-176at09]5, An (daily); 

A India. lC-274 at 1845 and An (daily); 

awr-Mwmw IC-t75at0815. 

(Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): CalcuHa-Port Blair Dep. (2,4,6); 

AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (6> AI-309 at IC-285 at 0540; An. (2,4,6): 

1930. lC-286at1020. 

Bombay-Caleutta: Arr. (5): Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): 

AI-306 at 1730. lC-263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1720, 

Caieutta-Delhi; Dep. (5): Al-429 Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 
at 1740. An. (daily): lC-401 at 1205 and 

Delhi-Calcutta; An (1): AI-682 iC-264 at 2155, An. (2,4,6,7); 

at 1145; An. (5): Al-428 at 0540. 1C-2M at 0910. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi: 

BastWeaAirUnei 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow • 


Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta; An 
(5):AI-826/AI-306atl730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air-India 

(Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); 
AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (6> AI-309 at 
1930. 

Bombay-Caleutta: Arr. (5): 
AI-3Q6at1730 

Caieutta-Delhi; Dep. (5); Al-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta; An (1): AI-682 
at 1145; An. (5): Al-428at0540. 

I 

I 

East West Airlines 


£ No traffic rigtits on DeiW-Calcutta-Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Bahrain-Calcotta-Bahrein 
* No traffic rights on Calcutta-Sharjah-Calcutta 
9 No traffic rights on Calcutta-Dhaka-Calcutta 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calculta 






Delhl:D«).(1,3,5):IC-410at • 
1800; Arr. (1,3,5): IC-409at210S. 
Calcntta-Imphal: Dep. (3,5): 
IC-259 at 0745; Air. 13,5): IC-260 
at 1315. 

Calcutta - Silchar • Imphal: Dep. 
(2,4,6,7): IC-2S5 at lOffl; Arr. (2, 

4.6.7) :lC-256atl510. 
Calcutta-Silchar. Dep. (1,3): 
IC-253 at 0^; Arr. (1,3); IC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta-Dibrugaili:'Dep. (2,4, 

6.7) :IC-201 at 1140; Arr. (2,4,6, 


7):!C-202atl530. 

C^culta - Gnwahati - Dinapur. 
Dep. 4): lC-257 at 1140; Arr. (2, 

4):lC-258atl640. 
C^lctttta-Guwahali: Dep. 

(dally): IC-229al 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6): IC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily): 
lC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-712atl010. 

Calcutta • Tespur - Jorhal - Cal* 
cutia: Dep. (2,4,6): IC-213 at 
1010; Arr. a 4,6): lC-213atl415. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneawar - Nag¬ 


pur • Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5,7). 
1C-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5,7); 
10-770 at 2120. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar - 
Madras; t>p. (2,4): IC-544 at 
1045; Arr. (2.4): lC-543 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-Jamahedpun Dep. (1, 
3,5): PF-717at0630; Atr. (1, .3, .5): 
PF-718at0830. 

* Calcutta - Aizawl - Agartala- 
CalcuHa: Dep. (1,3,5): PF-705al 


0900: Ait. (1,3,5): PF-706 at 1250. 
Calcutta - Cuodi Behar • Bt^o- 
gra - Calcutta; Dep. (1,3,5): 
PF-707atl320;Arr.(l,.3,5): 
PF-708at 1700. 

Calcutta - Agartala • Shiiltmg; 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): PF-TDl at 06% 
Arr. (2,4,6,7): PF-702at 1110. 
Calcutta • Aizawl - Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep. (2,4,6,7); PF-705 
at 1140; Arr. (2,4,6,7): PF-706 at 
1530. 

* Technical landing at Agartala 


f;:ASTtRN [RAILWAY 


Mb Urmi 

2311 18-15 
3005 19-20 
3003 20-35 
2331 10-16 


2303 10-15 


2301 16-30 


2305 13-46 


3073 23-00 


5047 13-00 

3009 20-30 
3007 9-40 


.a3>7»''.:»-30- 

use 16-25 


nti . i>a5 


mr,'f4^" 
ii«i . 


OvMlMlvtoni 

Thunday onV 


.4iB Thm . 

3141 Taa ata T atu >.B) i pw w»' 

Q6p;Mon,R««8un. 

AtrtWM. RIASun 
3143 ,18^15 BiBtMribiBiM 
31tr a0-l6 (NW&VHMivlBMdnUtw 
^7 Ai26 IbnetMttkinBBbiMM* 

-.JWQ;; OBlBrftiBttpab■ ^ 

3T»t'v 11^’ ., 

'lU8MlBniBu8>M6t«SlaGiiaop- 


Mpivrain 

.pibllMMsitfiMi 

AnvHnrltWI 

Bombay MiW t4aAllahab«j nnaib-fri, 
l*oer«a (Naw OalM) B zpt iWaf -eta 
Gtaya-Varapasi 

Oap;Tue9,Thgfs&S«, i -ia , 

Am Wad, Fri A Sun 

PoofiM 9imw Dlll^ Expraaa via f^ttna 

DapiMon.WedFii&Siai. __ 

A»r:Mon,Tue8.ThurB&Sat, 
luydham Ebqnaa via Qaya 
Oap: Mpn; Tuas, Thura, Fri & 

Am Tuea, Wad. Thure, Sat, A Sio'' 
Aiydham itqmNHtviaPatna 

Air!ftt.AMon. 

tlammu-TaurO "Atwiaaa 

Trt-WMy 

Dspi'njea.FilASm. *>-'■ • 

Air Tuas, Wed, A Sat. 

Aabanchal (iSarmdvur) .te ap i a a a 
Dap. A Air: Sun. Mon, Wed A Fn. 
Ooenetpabaa via QrancKDhord 
IMyan Abtia Toofin Expraaa via Mast 
Una 

AmittaarExpraBa 

Oalhi Janata fitpiaua via Main Sne 

CMMiiMwwexpraas 

Mi«ilbi6)«aaBa 

Kamnip(Bu«nhatO Expraaa 

Biaeh Plamond Expiaaa 

CoitfdVlCl^El^NWMI 
Aaaoaoi'EiqmMa 
OtnapurExpiuaa 
North Bihar Eapiaaa 

OaprWadnescley 

AmFriday 

OlNBihdi fpwallm)6i<praaa 
DapiSatAi^. 

AmTuaaAWed. 

' BNpM‘|M«N8B«pNwa 

'Ojip.TtNaAlM.'. 

'Am'i^A'.^'-Y 


Ttona On 

*7-45 2312 
7-5S 3006 
. (3-15 3004 
■17-00 2382 


17-00 2304 


10-45 2302 


12-50 2306 


n-36 ,3074 


4-30 5048 

7-00 3010 
18-16 3008 


SOUTH f_ast(;i:n railway 


Oepartura 


6322 22-35 


5-30 3072 
15-40 3016 
7-15 1160 


7-lS 1172 


4-25 33^ 
7-15 1182 


Tima On 
6-30 3142 


8-45 3144 
7-15 3112 
20-35 5658 
5-15 3164 
1,5-50 3152 
12-65 3134 


6314 22-35 


6316 22-35 


6520 22-36 


Howrdh 

MadfaalvMl 

Bombay AM vN Nagpur 

CUtaniall (BombaiA eRpraaa 

Ahinidited 

Kuria &qMaaii via Nagpur 

(M»mandN#ladna}&«raaa 

viaCuttaoK 

nanpalnia rwpnna 

pap,;Tuaa ' 

Ar'Suri , , 

TtAa: Bt >l l , C ic p hma ' -. 
l90iit fixpMfiiito 

AnoM 

— ss a ^pMaam uatm^a 

Purl BNlMMa viaCuback 
Jagam^ (Btirg SMpraat vN Naraj 
Dhhufl 0NwibariaiMW) Expraaa 
•nr up a ti Btpruaa . . 

Gaat Coaat 94y<t««badl Ettpriaa 
PuniMaExpM 
pep: Except Sahjrday 
Arr: ExoeptSunday. 

ChMWhatt • ttotanh > Trtvandium Can- 
tral Expraaa Monday only 
Trttiwdrum CanM - Mmiarah •8hi^ 
hauexpmaa Sabitdayonly 
Cochm Haibow Tbrmiiiua • Biiwai^ 
WweMy B t pra aa Ma Vbakhapmnam A 
Howrah) Thursday only 
OuwahaK«CocMii Naitloia' 

WaaMy Ezpr aa a MaMBWrahAVlBaldui- 
patnam)S«li8)<Niyan^ 

CooMn Harbour Tamdnua EKtmaaa 
(via visakhapatnam A Howrah) 
DepsFflASuri. 

Air: Tuas. 

Quwaiwti - BialBaiom OMy INOaMy 
Expraaa Howi# A (^ult^ 
naadayonly ' . , ' 
fiang^ OHy 

Exp^ldafWrahAOiittabl^Mi^^ 

m. ’■*' 


Uma. On 
7-00 6C04 
8^10 flOl 
16-15'2»9^ 
5-15 0033 

.10-15 aoed 
12rOD 164^ 

1'3-4S - tl3l2 


10- 20 0014 
22-06 8012 

5-00 ^ 
B-26 8016 
5-30 8006 
8 -», 8410 
21-30 2622 
4-15 8080 
15-00 

11- 25 0016 


13-45 e®?!* 
13-45 6315 


13-45 (015 


t3-;4S 6618 


ENtHllRlES: Fra reund tha otoek iRlBimiation of Saalarn fWhny arid 
SouMi^aatarn Hallway lialHa.plabaa dlwa8(aB4fr»6*tNin-aeaii(lBa 
tminai 2203636-44 tar all olhar Ininrm n l lon . ^ ta i nriw atf pH.abasit 
raaarvattarta im Eaatarn Railwtar AndBouttHSaatarri NidltMwgihkia, 
dial 2 8034 8 6-3800gtamBamteBjamenw a a kdaya andtamta^mi 
onSunchw>3n88Nnnadho8daya}.taaeic8lkm,^ia0I(iar«aodrd- 
edintonrialiiman titan nirmitig), 181 ( tagar dlHB lwtaippaHiiBcin^awd 
135 (cagaitanB iwtarvanonta: Train aartaea anqtaiy at Baiddah: 
3803636-37 











W ith winter 

approaching, there 
are quite a few quizzes lin¬ 
ed up. Here's news. 

* All India North Star Quiz. 
Bangalore, Bombay, Delhi, 
Trivandrum, Madras and 
Guwahati rounds in 
November. Calcutta/all- 
India final for schools, colle¬ 
ges, offices, clubs in Janua¬ 
ry. Send entries to Bata 
India Limited (NS Quiz); 6, 
S.N. Banerjee Road, Cal¬ 
cutta 700 014. 

* All India Boumvita Quiz 
Contest final (for schools). 
Don Bosco, Park Circus 
will represent East Zone at 
the final in Madras on 
November 22. 

* The Close Up Argus (^iz 
(Open) on Derember 8,9 
and 11 in Calcutta. Send 
entries to Argus (Juiz Club, 
7A Cornfield Road, Cal¬ 
cutta 700 019 before 
November 28. 

* Advertising Club Cal¬ 
cutta Annual Business 
(3uiz on December 10. Mer¬ 
cantile firms only call Shar- 
mistha Dev 247-3406/8 at 
O&M for details. 

Arijit Sengupta and Nik- 
hil Kaul report; 

"Have you ever seen a 
King Cobra? Poisonous 
and in all its glory? You pro¬ 


QUESTIONS 


bably have at the zoo! But 
have you encountered one 
on a stage, at a quiz? 1 have. 

"At the Calcutta final of 
the Limca B^k of Records 
Quiz at Rabindra Sadan in 
October. Over 1,(X10 specta¬ 
tors stared in disbelief, but 
applauded the team that 
answered the question; 
Why was 'The King' in the 
Limca lxx>k? 

"Having come through 
some hard fought zonal 
rounds, 10 teams took cen¬ 
tre stage with quizmaster 
Barry O'Brien. Asking 
King Cobra 
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TNauanai 


Wki(h<p>(0p»i3ar 
HOveUst Admitted to < 




^htfi$ovets, 
to ^soothe me Mid 




tldutoemrifi^d 


agitated*^ 

Pm, Talta^ Stettoti 
Rood, PX^. totimdu, 
Hoo^mimy 

ANSWBt 


Barton 


questions apart, the quiz- 
naaster even went on to 
impersonate Cabbaf Singh 
in the live round! 

"Don Bosco, Park Circus 
bagged the glittering tro¬ 
phy and a cash prize. South 
Point, for the third year in a 
row, hnished second and St 
James was third. 

"The Orissa round of the 
quiz was a two-hour thrill¬ 
ing brainstorm thanks to 
quizmaster Frederick 


Wright. The entertaining 
event was held at the Sooch- 
na Bhavan in Bhuba¬ 
neswar. S.C.B. Medical 
Public School took the 
honours for the day follow¬ 
ed by D.M. School and Ste¬ 
wart School, Bhubaneswar. 

"With the Cola wars hott¬ 
ing up, let's hope the Limca 

a uiz will quench quizzar- 
s' thirsts in the years to 
come." 

We receive almost 500 let¬ 
ters from readers a month 
with questions and 
answers. Gopal Harlalka 
from Guwahati asks, "On 
what basis are the ques¬ 
tions selected to appear in 
the column?" To answer 
Gopal's query briefly—we 
try and choose questions 
on a variety of subjects. As 
far as possible, over- 
technical answers are avoi¬ 
ded. Also, long explana¬ 
tions can get boring.^ 
Another hint; Avmd irre¬ 
levant records, boring defi¬ 
nitions and cliches. Every 
month, only 44 of the 500 
questions received can be 
published. So don't just 
dash off postcards, spend 
some time framing the 
questions well. 

Happy Diwali to all 
quizzards! 


1) called toe Bather oi the 
White Revoltitum to'bidia? (Sushil 
Boddar, Calcutta !!$) 

2) Wltet doto a toQed? 

9) In mgUA homes,>idiatajeJcN3U' 
Ikrly retened toas<^een Anne 
arid Mary Anne? (Sanjay Datta 
Kw,'Hcnvrah) - 

^Wherein India is there a 45-foot . 
national memori^'calleddte Hame 
'Of yiiaty? (^y ^rgh, Ranchi) 

9) What was Brands Badcm referr¬ 
ing to when he said;'''Some are to 
be1ac^,0ltoeiiiswai)owed and 
only a feWto he chewed and 
digjteted"? (Pahitra Talukdar, 


Kalyaitgarh) 

In aeronautical jargon, what is 
referred to ew a Roman Candle? 
(Otodlo Mazoomdar, CaktUta 71) 

7) Whati6thecrimewMdvifa(m'- 
soncommit8successfujlly,hecanT- 
not be punished but wh^ he fads 
to hismorts, he wdl be punished? 
(Chpen Ghosh, Jtmersa) . 

8) What is w int^gent ttdiet? 
(Rakesh yerma,Gal^tta 56) 

9) Which was toe first counby to 
beat Brazil to a Wcnid Cup football • 
qualifying match? (Dipem Dey, 
(Zakutta 15) 

IM The 'acknoWledgetnente', 'coii- 
t^ts', and'dedlcaticHi'of which 
novel are written to the fcNcm cd stm> 
nets? (Vandana Tandotl, Bscidra, 
Bomlray) 


ANSWERS 


■ipas ^ ^ fili 

*3to 'sajaqeip 'stutojchttco 

(stonvrnn oau to auo iR 

-]eaq ssaocud O} iCtisduido asahr^el 
e Xpoaaai paqfubAintolfo} ViStf 

•»PP?hSiU' 
‘uado oi spiR tohnip 
-end aip u»{m 'ainqai^ VIS 

■aenoq ajoua 
-pieS Tpeq pu« u^unS luoq amfR 
■fiiteSoisiS. 
'(tpanijpnp cv oMouROBf^ 
pjDtofl 4UauiduiaAac|)iCto^ 
•opeN atp jo uapn^ aeai^Ua/vaC! a 
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JUNIOR WHIRL . ■ HAL KAUFMAN 


rVO TVIMai Tm Of •jaM toiighlt abov* look anough to bt 

tM*«. VVNch (MO? Stui^al lha diliia caraUy. 


1,2,3,41 Find nuwban 1-4 amono eon»«eu«iv* Wlar* of Mch 
Mfitonw. I.ThteoRonaaditiinino.J.HtMMilwouldwofk. 
3 . Bam rotltd in a fith. 4. Ghf« ttw ciw( our con^ilimanU 
jnoj a Miiu e owx z auo l 


1 BE_ 

2- BE_ 

3- .«BE_ 

_BE_ 

5 _BE- 

6 _BE 


BE-PUZZLINC WORD TEST 

To be or iu>t to be, that ia the chal¬ 
lenge of the exercise above. Object 
of this test is to find six stepped-off 
BE words in accord with the follow¬ 
ing definitions. 

1. Under the stars sleeping 
accessory. 

2. The Washington Monninenl, 
for Instance. 

3. "Life,—and the puisuit of 
happiness..." 

4. Weightliftei's device. 

5. Month of the huntei's moon 
(No. Hernia.). 

4. Tiny oiganism. 

How many of these BE words can 
you find? 

M|«uir\ » »s"i’o 

s iw's i- AiMiri c w»to : iiwpni i 


PAPER CLIPPER! Using a 
pendl, divide a sheet, of 
paper iinto nine segments 
and place a star in the centre 
(see below). This done, physi¬ 
cally tear the paper into nine 
separate pieces and place 
these pieces in a paper bag. 

Now, close your eyes, 
reach into the bag, feel 
around and alakazam, you 
are able to find the pwee with 
the star, 

Secret; piece with the star 
is only one of the nine that 
has four rough (tom) edges. 

Give it a try! 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


m\ 




FUNSPOT 




CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Than an at laaal six dWar- 
aneaa m dnudng dsMla h a ts wa n lop and hoilom panata. How 
quWdy can you IM tham? Chaek an awats silih theaa batow. 

■jaiMua si laoo •g a u nR i i ) r m't 'Bumui at moq 
> -aiajauiP aw tipstt -C Japeus Sf BSi. 2 'EuRRw R xBie ' I :saSNakCUdKI 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points for using all the 
laltars In the word balow to form 
two complate nvords 

BACHELOR 


THEN score 3 points aach for all 
wards o< four lattars or mere 
found among ttio lottors 

Try la scare at laast H pain ts . 

ma ^(uau Muoaodki aioiiiawj 
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Chittrovanu Mazumdar 


Over 40 artists are being presented by 
the Centre of International Modem 
Art (CIMA) in an exciting 
Pan-Indian vision of the latest lines in 
contemporary art 








I ndian art, like India 
herself, no longer lives 
in splendid isolation. 
In tne early Nineties, 
Indian art burst onto the 
scene with the creed, 'Paint 
Swadeshi'. By now it has 
begun taking shape as an 
independent international 
entity. 

While the assimilation of 
global trends continued 
down the decades, simulta¬ 
neously a growth in the 
Indian vocabulary was 
evident. 

Trends and Images seeks 
to focus on the creation of a 
language that is both Indi¬ 
an and modem, a language 
that frenetically explores 
an unexpressed factor, and 
is confiaent of finding an 
answer. 

The Centre of Internatio¬ 
nal Modem Art presents 40 
eminent artists at CIMA 
Gallery at Sunny Towers, 
43 Ashutosh Chowdhury 
Avenue (Gariahat Road), 
Calcutta 19 till December 
12 (2 pm to 8 pm). ■ 


Asis Ghosh 




Photographs: Vivek Das 





INUP 


Good Show and All That' 


W hat will East West Airlines 
think up next? Tl^ rewrote 
fashion and aviation history 
some months ago when they had an 
inflight Cushion show with high volta¬ 
ge models swishing past electrified 
f>assengers who, for once, did not 
wish for more elbow space. 

Now, this. This, what? This; Could 
you have dreamt up Puja Special 
flights with the flighty air hostesses 
continuing to flash th^ pearlies at the 
passengers, okay, but pattii^ their leg- 
show sldrts bade into Ae wardrobe 
and instead doing a namaste in typical 
Bengali housewife (red-bordered 
white) saris? 

We couldn't have. Good idea. East 
West, good show. Now, let's get back 
to those skirts please. Good show,' too. 
Dennis M. 



Spreading the Message 



I t's not just another tourist spot. Yet 
there's so much to see, so mudt to 
experience. Right from Ae majestic 
pmk sandstone monument—Ae 
bicentenary memorial of Lord Swami- 
narayan (1781-1830)—to Ae research 
centre on history, arts, heritage and 
Indian culture, to the three eidubition 
halls, to garden and games for 
children. 

Akshardham is an architectural 
marvel m Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
The 23-acre complex, with its plush 
green-velvet gardens and endless ave¬ 
nues, oflets a pollution-free, serene 
getaway. On an average, about one 
lakh visitors from all over the wcn-ld 
flock here every monA in search of 
peace and happmess. 

The Akshardham complex, whidi is 
nm by Ae Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar- 
purushottam Sanstha, is an education¬ 
al experience. After a stay there, one is 
(re-)stmckby Adia's vast and ridt cul- 
hu-al heritag^. From the philosophical 
viewpomt, it is the "abode of eternal 
peace and happiness" (nkshar is not 
only the letter, but also means 
'etonal'). 

Headed by Pramukh Swami Maha- 
raj, AkAardham, is now odebrating 
its fust anniversary, a year spent m 
spreading Ae message oip sodo- 
4>iritual harmony. 

SumitBaiicijee 
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(^VIDEOS 
Age of Innocence: Having 




art of perfection, Martin 
Scorsese plunges into an 
age of innocence set in late 
19th century New York. 
Based on Edith Wharton's 
novel, Age of Innocence is 
the story of Newland 
Archer who falls in love, illi¬ 
citly, with his fiancee's cou¬ 
sin, Qmntess Ellen Olen- 
ska. Played by the incredi¬ 
ble Michelle Pfeiffer, Olen- 
ska escapes a bad marriage 
in Eurojw and returns to 
New York to face Newland 
(Daniel Day-Lewis). 




Leaving behind his 
study of New York's under¬ 
belly, the creator of Raging 
Bull and Coodfcllas unfolds 
an intricately woven, deli¬ 
cately ornate Edwardian 
psycho-drama that is spell¬ 
binding in its charm. Origi¬ 
nally slated for fall 1992, it 
was held over for a year to 
give 'Mr Marty' time to 
edit. It was worth the wait. 


I M \ r I L K O 1 1 H H \V I K 


Hush: Yo-Yo Ma, Bobby 
McFerrin: The 'Don't 
weary, be happ/ man has 
now tied up widt violinist 
Yo-Yo to present some 
great experimental jazz 
that is easy to 

g >t hooked to. 

race on Side 1 
sets the mood 
whfleHasltLff- 
ffe Baby takes a 
new look at the 
traditiotral. 

Rachmaninoff, 

Bach are the 
other giants 
presented here 
that promises 
to be some¬ 
what of a 
pathbreaker. McFtarrin's 
talents need no fresh intro¬ 
duction, creating all the 
music that is usra with his 
vocal chords, Yo-Yo Ma's 
violin ably Complimoits 
the music that will definite¬ 
ly soothe a lot of frayed ner¬ 
ves. A Sony product; Rs 45. 


FASHION 


Making shirts like men: If it 
was Lee jeans earlier, it's 
Arrow shirts now. Arvlnd 
group ties up with Cluett 
Peabody of the US to make 
men like they did before. 
The Arrow Bradstreet, 


^gadngat MIV, Him IMa faun- 



MW in Bw imnic 
acnMlMsmclE 
bMiw is damfy 


naliwwlllia 

■ o in idBintis 


Bw Da ob i ts , Led 
ZsppsRn and, 
woiild)i«u 
bsBnvs IL Imcns 
of Hendrix. 
Cnmaldear 


wHhacnnlnat- 

odrtqfflnngHi- 

tanasin 


Bwpact rollinc> IMiitwaiw' 
Csrhas Bial Lad &p ponch 
wirib the sh e er brtIHa n ee sfLfr 
Ttan Aiscasand 
INfiliK line vie neck and neck 
far the benoms. Ike iead 
bieaka, Bwt hwkideB Bute and 
Bm baas (in the meHow dwnaf 
NMawi, era ciaaaicaHy bnagi- 




MUSIC 


fbdtef ABaf fbyptenll^ Spin 
Doetort: if ywiVeevorfsItaiid- 


BghBy kail phmaes tbat ring 
hi Bie ear tens alter the tracks 
an ewer. WNh Kiyplonite, 

Spin Doctors Is ciearir the 
band to wateh out for In Bis 
next centniy. SoiB; fli SO. 



Arrow Dover and Aerow 
Fairfield are priced in file 
rai^ of Rs 4^ and Rs 595 
anefthose who wrnit some¬ 
thing even more upmarket, 
hang on for another four 
months for the 
premium 
ra^e. 

The Arrow 
shirts inter¬ 
estingly come 
in two deeve 
sizes for the 
sarnie measure¬ 
ment. Ciurent- 
ly available 
only in 

Bangalore; but 
you can gd 
your hangers 
out already. 


LIFESTYLE 



'If** 


■'T'. ti'-Yfc .•'i'iJ’S* "iT. • ^ 


Coffee bite: It promises to be 
a morning with a differen¬ 
ce today. Wake up to 12 
excitii^ flavours of coffee 
amid fountains and natural 
lighting at the Park Hotel's 
yanking new Atrium 
Cafe, With a terrace garden¬ 
like atmosphere, this coffee 
shop promises croissant 
sandwiches, soft tortillas 
and a lot more apart from 
the usual snacks and meals. 
But if iPsa salad you're 
after; not to worry, there's 
one to suit every palate. So 
wake up, and get going! 












RST PERSON 


SAlJLClWWGHURy,68,theUmnglegendofanmsici}irector,joinedthelndianPeqple'sThmtreAss(>- 
ciatim in 1945. He got his first break in Bombay with Bimal Roy's DoBi^ia Zame^^ lohkdt won him the 
Asiatic Film Sodety Award. His blend o/ganasangeet (songs for the masses) and melody is ever fresh and 
haunting. His inmorUd compositions indude Runner, PalM and Gnayer BadBu. A rec^wnt of the 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1988, Chawdhury turned down the Padma Shri kst year. 
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How would you like 
to die? 


While composing, 
sitting on a stool and 
resting my head on 
the piano keyboard 




T A 7hAt is your idsAOf perfect 
VY happiness? 

As of now, it is my ability to 
compose a musical note that will unite 
my coimtrymen and inspire them to 
nuke India among die world's 
leading nations. 

What is your greatest fear? 

That India may some day be ruled 
by fanatics who will silence the voice 
of all reason, and intellectuals will be 
singled out and shot. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

The great masters of both Western 
and Indian music and flieir selections 
of records and an old gramophone 
which my father possessed. 
Philosophically, the dialectical and 
histoiiod matoialism of Marx and 
Engels. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

Crude and vulgar show of pomp 
and arrogance by those in higgler 
echelons of society. 

What do you dislike most In yourself? 

My laaineM and lack of stamina to 
stand up andip^t against all 
injustioe. 


Wlud is your most precious 
possession? 

An inner voice which helps me put 
the right notes when I compose. 

What ob|ects do you always cany? 

My dreams and imsung melodies. 
What makes you most depressed? 

When cacc^hony replaces 
symphony. 

What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

My bald head which used to be so 
full of thick, black hair, although my 
wife says 1 look better now. 

What is your favourite w<»d? 

The bottom line is... 

What is your favourite journey? 

Sitting on an elephant and passing 
through the Kaziranga fOTest, and 
saying "hello" to bisons and rhinos. I 
usM to do this as a child. 

What is your faveurite dream? 

That aJl men shall be equal. 

What is your nightmare? 

Fascism. 

What or who lathe greatest love of 
your life? 

I havefaeen blessed wifliso 


many loves that I 
have lost count of 
them. But 1 don't 
knowwhidiisthe 
greatest. Maybe, it 
wasmymotner's 
that turned the iron : 
chain of sorrow into 
gold. I keep on 
searching for it like 
the madman in 
Tagore’s Paras Pathar. 
What is your source of sustenance? 

A very high target in front of me 
which I always set up for myself and 
where! never reach. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

1 lie like my father. He was a doctor 
and used to lie to terminal patients 
that "you will be all right". 

What is your greatest regret? 

That even ^ter 46 years of 
Independence most of my 
countrymen are illiterate and below 
the poverty line, and that 1 can hardly 
do anything. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When my first child was bom. It 
gave me the feelim of creating a 
human life. I telt litre God. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

A good poem or melody, pangs of 
separation or joy of union, and human 
empathy like when Motlrer Teresa 
says, "I will take charge of all those 
orphaned at the Maharashtra 
esraquake." 

How do you relax? 

By switching over from music to 
poetry, from poetry to painting, and 
playing chess or having a quiet booze. 
What do you envy most in othen? 

What I viriil never achieve in this life, 
like being an Olympic athlete, a 
scientist, a cosmonaut, a Beethoven or 
an Angelo. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

1 don't think I have any right to tell 
others why and how to remember me. 
How would you like to die? 

While composing, sittii^ cm a stool 
and resting my head on the piano 
ireyboard. 







Imagine a watch that makes 
the heavens revolve around vour wrist. 
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The Galileo. Rs.31 SO. For the man who won't settle for the ordinary- 


The new Galileo from Titan tells you the precise 
phase of the moon on any given night. 

But that's not the only reason why you'll like it. 

Consider the elegant main dial of this watch. 
You may choose between pure white or subtle 
champagne. In either case, your eyes 
will be drawn to the artfully placed A A | 

golden pins that mark the hours V n I 

of the day. While four small dials ■■■■■■■■'" 
show you the date, the day, the '' I '' I 
month and the phases of the moon. I 1 


GALILiO 

TITAN 


All protected by an exquisite case plated in 
glowing, burnished gold. 

Rnally, to hold the watch to your wrist, the 
Galileo has a unique, soft, textured leather strap 
of truly international quality. 

The Galileo. It's part of Titan's new 
p A collection of rmulti-function w atche s *. 

I C V Unique watches that make a 

powerful statement of style. 

|V I The kind of style youll come across 

\ 1 ^ only ortce in a blue moon. 


Alao avaMil* in tni» collactiBn ; tha Calandar, ChfOnogieph.Waf 1 ci Tima and Dual Tima w atU e a . 


Aic» induatwofalllavtas. | 
fipivyaMiidicT me 







... Simply because the best things in life are unilerstated. 



BIFORA WATCH CO. LTD. 

HBGD. OFnCB/FACTCHtY Haair Road, Bangalore. Ph: 422343/422330 
CORPORATE OPnCE Vasanthanagar, Bangalore. Ph: 265249/265928 
BRANCHES Narol, Ahmedabad. Ph: 390478 • Church^te, Bombay. Ph: 2058173* 

R.N. Mukheiiee Road, Caicutu. Ph: 2487355 • Kaloor, Cochin. Ph: 347586* Abids Road, Hyderabad. Ph: 203978* 
Madras. Mi; 455942 * Kalindi Colony, New Delhi. Ph: 6838747 * G.E. Road, Raipur. Ph: 26162. 
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POSTMOCTEM 



Paint, Paint on 
the Wall... 

■ That M.F. Husain's hor¬ 
ses have ceased to be a sta¬ 
tus symbol ('The New Sta¬ 
tus Symbols', August 29) 
pained me. 

But, if a person lends 
his name to as mundane a 
thing as a paint, he natu¬ 
rally loses his right to be 
exclusive. 

The days are not far 
away when we will find 
1 fusains on a roadside 
ditaba. 

Suresh Behera, 

Rauchi 

Naming Names 

■ The name of late P.L. 
Roy has been omitted 
from the list of eminent 
Indians who studied at 
Cambridge ('Indian Raj at 
Cambridge', October 10). 

Besides being a Cam¬ 
bridge graduate, Roy was 
the first Indian who 
became a Boxing Blue. He 
also served the Royal Arti¬ 
llery as commissioned 
officer in World War I. 
Pankaj Mohon Roy, 
Calcutta 

■ It seems that the author 
was not so sure as to why 
'Ackroyd' was added to 
Aurobindo's name. The 


fact is that one Miss 
Annette Susannah Ack¬ 
royd, who was present at 
the time of christening 
child Aurobindo, was 
approached by his father 
to suggest a name for the 
child. She came up with 
'Ackroyd' which was to 
be added to 'Aurobindo' 
according to Christian 
custom, 

Archana Ma zumdar, 
Calcutta 

■ If you were to mention 
the list of Indians who stu¬ 
died at Cambridge, speci¬ 
ally those who belonged 
to the Nehru era, then my 
grandfather, Deshapriya 
}.M. Sengupta, should 
have been mentioned in 
the writeup. 

For, it was Sengupta 
who first met Nehru at 


Cambridge. The 
Deshapriya was a promin¬ 
ent debator who was also 
the president of the Maj¬ 
lis. In sport, Sengupta got 
his colours in cricket, row¬ 
ing and tennis, and took a 
leading part in the forma¬ 
tion of the Lake Club and 
the South Oub. 

In 1909, Sengupta was 
called to the Bar from 
Grays Inn and he 
returned to India soon 
after. His brilliant career 
as a barrister was cut 
short by his fulltime 
involvement in the Free¬ 
dom Struggle. 

Ayesha Das, 

Calcutta 

Outdated 

■ Thank you for bringing 
the little known village. 


Thakurani, into the lime¬ 
light ('Of Handia and 
Scotch', October 3). 
However, the author's 
description of the village 
made me, who has liv^ 
there for over three years, 
feel like a stranger to the 
place. His personal experi¬ 
ences and past memories 
are outdated by more 
than eight years. 

His description of 
"over-dressi wives" ol 
"brown sahibs" and their 
"spoilt children" is total¬ 
ly biased. 1 would also 
like to add that St Mary's 
Convent is not the only 
school in Barbil and cine¬ 
ma shows are no longer 
held at the "burra sahib's 
residence". The people of 
Thakurani are well 
informed on current 
affairs thanks to the 
media. Thakurani, as it 
exists in 1993, is not that 
backdated, uncivilised 
and i.solated from the rest 
of the world as the author 
has projected it to be. 

He should have, on the 
other hand, mentioned 
the Orissa government's 
lack of concern for develo¬ 
ping the area while it 
earns crores as royalty 
from the mining compa¬ 
ny in TTiakurani. 

Ruilra Sen Sarma, 

Calcutta 




PAGE 6 

IS P.C. Sorcar jr all there is to magic and magicia¬ 
ns? Featuring some of the lesser lights though by 
no means lesser t.-lcnts. 

PAGE 16 

FKDLAND JOFFE, the maker of City of Joy, now 
tells us about his experiences in Calcutta. 
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B t)dy language redefined. 

fH'cond skin literally. Soft as 
velvet, clinging to your see¬ 
mingly slender frame— a 
lovely filling. 

The bliss of Ux>king thin! That crav¬ 
ing for the pencil-thin Iwk being fulfil¬ 
led? That casual confidence, the spor¬ 
ty poise and the sleek look could all be 
yours. 

Ikxiysuits are the way you go. 

No wonder, then, that they are here 
in a big way. So, the next time you see 
seimeone looking drop-dead sexy in a 
skin hugging top, it could just be the 
body suit working wonders. 

Just throw away your T-shirts and 
baggy shirts. It may be just college or 
the aerobics class or even a party, you 
can now go dressed tt) kill, without 
making the attempt Ux> obvious. 

Simply slip into a bodysuit and 
wear it with whatever you fancy. It 
can be worn with a pair of shorts, a for¬ 
mal mini-skirt, a tlouncy skirt or even 
yourdenim jeans. Try and think of ano¬ 
ther, more versatile basic, and you fail. 

Lubna Adams, inodel- 
turnetl-chorcMgrapher-turned-design 
er, who hersell sports an unbelievably 
perfect figure, knc'ws the importance 
of looking slim 'n' sexy. 

“Indian women lend to be heavier 


•Ufesme 

SUIT 

YOUR 

SELF! 

Bodysuits atv here. And the supemiodel turned 
designer Luhua Adams, has made it all happen. 
A refx)}l by Simi Chandok slraiy,ht from the 
fashion front 



on their hips, but the bodysuit worn 
cleverly hides their bot¬ 
tom,” says l.ubna. Ihey 
wiMr leans and skirts any¬ 
way; actuallv, it's the shirt 
or top that’s being replaced 
bv the bodysuit." Ouife 
convinct'd that the Indian 
woman, too, can carry oft 
bodx'suits ns wi'll as a 
wtiman from anv other 
/cine. What make's 
bodysuits so piipular is 
that they stretch and adapt 
to the body shafv and can 
be covereci at the right 
spots, tcHi' 

Perhaps the first 
designer Ici make 
bodysuits in India. Lubna 
feels that Indian women 
are now ready for it. Lubna 
IS c'xtremely optimistic 
alHiut the potential of 
bodysuits hc're. "Indians, 
texi, are becoming weight- 
conscious, and bodysuits 
make you look slimmer 
since they cling to your 
bcxly," she says. 

Was there always a lat¬ 
ent designer within this suc¬ 
cessful mtxlel? “1 didn't 
know a thing about 
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designing," she confesses. 
"There was no untapped 
talent in me as such. I 
became a designer out of 
sheer need and necessity," 
she says with d isarming 
honesty. 

“It was infuriating to sec 
that there were no 
bodysuits available in the 
country. Everytime you 
needed a bixlysuit you 
either had to wait till you 
went abroad or had to ask 
someone elst' to bring them 
for you. It was very frustra¬ 
ting. That's when 1 decided 
to give it a shot and make 
and sell btxfysuits here. 

The market here is totally 
untapped." 

To make use of this 
potential, Lubna Adams 
has now started designing 
for Koopam and Candy's in 
Bombay. Besides making 
her bodysuits available all 
over the ctnmtry, she also 
plans to export bixlysuits 
and quilts, and will soon be 
opening her own 
showroom in Bombay 
along with Deepak 'Vimal' 
Malhotra. Lubna, whospe- 





reason for dismay. There 
are plenty of impiorted 
bodysuits easily available 
m the local markets. Availa¬ 
ble in nylon and cotton 
lycra material, they come in 
different sizes and colours. 
Whether plain or printed, 
they are available in a varie¬ 
ty of colours. 

For the special 'dressy' 
effect you can opt for suede 
bodysuits which have the 
kxik and feel of velvet. * 
Price ranges from Rs 400 to 
Rs 1,000; so there is a 
bodysuit to suit evCTy figu¬ 
re andpocket. ■ 


Photographs: Jayesh Sheth; Makeup and hair. Ifte Khan; Shoes: Faith Shoes; OutWs: Lubna Adams (Roopam); 5 

MocM: Nieol Rodrioues 



P.CSORCAR 

JUNIORS 

Magic as a pwfession still hasn't got its due recognition in 
India. And whatei’er little it has is hogged hyui couple of big 
names. So, uniat’s the trick? 


A WEEK BEFORE THE INTERVIEW PROI’ER, PRINCE SIL HANDED OVER A 


plain white envelope, sealed with red wax and marked with the 
date and his signature. “Do not open it as yet/' were his instruc¬ 
tions. “We'll open it the next time we meet." 

Already there was a touch of magic in the air. 

One almost went crazy with anticipation, but, at long last, the 
envelope was opened. A piece of paper fell out, with a few things 
written on it in fine script. One gasped. For, on that piece of paper 
was a list of the news items that had appeared on the front page of 
The Telegraph that very day. The day of the interview, in fact. Cor¬ 
rect in every detail, including even the name of the person whose 
words had made it to the 'Quote of the Day'. 



Prince Sil: No scope for exposure 


“That's called mental 
magic," said Prince Sil. 
And the mood of the inter¬ 
view was set. 

Prince Sil, alias Bimal 
Sil, is a conjurer par excellen¬ 
ce. He is certainly a prince 
among magicians. The 
kind of stunts he pulls lea¬ 
ves one frankly breathless. 

Some are even frighte¬ 
ning. For instance, his 
bullet-catching act, in 
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which he catches a flying 
bullet between his teeth. 
He is the first person to do 
that successfully. By the 
way, about 75 people 
before him had died in the 
attempt. 

Sil has spent 25 years in 
the profession, but still has 
to have a regular job 
elsewhere to support him¬ 
self and his family. His 
background is basically 
business-oriented and his 
father wanted him to study 
engineering. Indeed, his 
father always dissuaded 
him from taking up a magi¬ 
cian's mantle, saying that it 
would distract him from 
his studies. But his first 
love has always been magic. 

His first performance 
was in school. Greatly 
attracted by performing 
magicians and interested 
enought to pick up things 
from books, the turning 
point for him came when a 
magician going by the 
name of Professor Pan per¬ 
formed in his school. 

Sil had already picked 
up some of his tricks and 
the good professor offered 
to train him. Since Profes¬ 
sor Pan was one of the fore¬ 
most magicians of the time, 
Sil considers himself luckv. 
"1 had the good fortune to 
pick up his technique. He 



Tanmay Kormocan Magic, an expensive proposition 


has given generously." 

Bui life wasn't all jam for Sil, or for 
any magician, for that matter. Some¬ 
how, magicians don't seem to get the 
kind of attention, publicity and reco¬ 
gnition they deserve. 

N o one treats magic like they ought 
to—as an entertainment form 
like any other. And this, in a country 
like India, where magic is very much a 
part of tradition, is more than sad, it's 
pathetic. And what is worse, people 
tend to lake only two or three magicia¬ 
ns seriously— magicians like P.C. Sor- 
car Jr. 

Tanmay Kormocar, another practis¬ 
ing magician, finds this attitude hard 
to take. "Performing magic is an 
expensive proptKition," he says. "You 
have to spend a good deal of money to 
hire a hall, create fantastic scenery. 


make costumes and get your equip¬ 
ment together. You charge much less 
than Sorcar Jr does as admission fees, 
and still people compare you to your 
disadvantage with Sorcar. How does 
one deal with that?" 

No wonder, then, those who have 
just taken up magic are not all that seri¬ 
ous about it, for you have to give so 
much and you get nothing back, accor¬ 
ding to Kormocar. 

Sujit Kumar, a senior magician, 
feels strongly that the government 
should play its part in revitalLsing the 
magicians' trade. According to him, a 
few years ago in Uttar Pradesh, magici¬ 
ans' profits were exempted from tax. 

If the West Bengal government did 
something like that, then the art 
would get a little bixist. 

"Magic has been neglected from the 
start," he .says. "Even though the 


government has earned more foreign 
exchange from this than any other art, 
there arc still restrictions." 

Sil bemoans the fact that the art of 
magic is dying out. "I have to fight for 
baeWng," he says bitterly. The govern¬ 
ment does not help at all and, in fact, 
even disallows the bringing in of 
books and equipment from abroad. 
"Naturally we arc lagging behind the 
others," he says. "1 am fortunate. 1 
have been abroad and have exchang¬ 
ed ideas with foreign magicians. What 
about the others? 

"Even Calcutta Doordarshan seems 
to be against telecasting magic shows. 
As 1 have seen abroad, TV is a very 
good medium for conjurors. Delhi, 
Bombay and Hyderabad regularly 
have magic shows on TV. But we 
don> get more than four or five 
minutes of exposure. If magic shows 




i Bengal alone, we Ve got a fantastic amount of talent, and fantastic is an 
understatement But this talent gets absolutely no exposure’ 










nmkiy, magidans contribute more to 
society than, say, politicians or arms dealers. So how 
come this is not arespectable profession?' 


were Introduced on TV, then at least 
people would not be bcnred. After all, 
we nave so many good artistes." 

Sam Dalai, once Calcutta's best- 
known magician who now owns seve¬ 
ral factories engaged in producing 
magical equipment, agrees almost 
wholly with what SI has to say. He, 
too, has complaints to make ateut the 
Jack of sponsorship for magicians in 
India. 

"I have seen performers worldwi¬ 
de, and Indians are just as good as the 
best. In Bengal alone, we've got a fan¬ 
tastic amount of talent, and ^tastic is 


Sam Dalai: The art to due for a ravivat 

an understatement. But this talent gets 
absolutdy no exposure." 

He relates the example of an 
18-year-(dd boy in Canada, a well- 
known magician, who received a 
grant from a Canadian university to 
pursue his line of entertainment, 
riere, in India, he says, there's no reco¬ 
gnition, no backing, and it's up to the 
magician to support himself. 

But, he agren, the same holds true 
for any sort of entertainment field in 
this country, where the lack of unem- 
pk^onent benefits debars one from 
taking up anything diat is not an'esta¬ 
blish^ prof^ion'. 

D slal, however, disagrees with SB 
in one respect—he feels the art of 
magic is booirang in this country. "If it 



is popular now, then five years hence 
it will be twice as popular." 

He maintains that magic is due for a 
revival and thwe is no question of it 
ever dying out. After all, it was the 
first form of entertainment ever. And 
these days, people are getting bored 
with movies, plays and television 
sitcoms. 

He narrates another story to illustra¬ 
te his point. Seigfried and Roy, a pair 
of German magicians, the best in the 
world today, pi^orm in a casino in 
Las Vegas mat offers almost every 
form of entertainment known to man. 
But they have consistently been the 
biggest crowd-pullers there for the 
last seven years. 'They couldn't have 
been as successful 20 years ago," says 
Dalai. But now, people are looking for 
something different. 

"America actively encourages such 
things, but in India, the acceptance of 
anydiing offbeat is poor," he adds, 
speaking eloquently of how mindsets 
have to be changed. "Frankly, magicia¬ 
ns contribute more to society than, 
say, politicians or arms dealers. So 
how come this is not a respectable pro¬ 
fession? It's a job like any other, which 
is 90 per cent perspiration and 10 per 
cent inspiration." 

Gautam Guha is another retired 
magician, much resp>ected in his field, 
who faced the same problems. But he 
has something else to say, this time 
about audiences. "Why do people 
tend to treat magical tricks as a chal¬ 
lenge to the intellect? Magicians aren't 
out there to make ftxils of people, 
thej^re merely displapng their skills 
to the public." 

Now, that's an attitude that has to 
be changed. As Dalai says, "The 
whole core of magic is its mystery. 

You should take magic at face value." 
According to Sil, "It's the fantasy 
that's important." 

Professional magicians who stick to 
their trade full time have extremely 
bleak prospects. But, there's still hope. 
According to Dalai, the situation was 
bleaker a couple of years ago and will 
brighten up a few years from now. 

Well, one certainly hopes so. It just 
requires a change of attitude for, as 
I Dalai says, 'If people would treat 
I magic as an art form, tldngs would be 
1 much better." ■ 
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The story of K & Co. 


I n 1979 K & Co started operations from a small shop 
in Connaught Place, New Delhi. Its business as orga- 
.nising agents of state government lotteries was set up 
'by Mr Iqbal Chand Khurana, a legend and a trailblazer 
,in the world of lotteries. Under his able guidance the 
firm grew. Building success upon success, it soon 
became a national name. Within a decade and half of 
its inception, the company has established itself as 
one of the top lottery companies in the country. 

The growth since inception is not just phenomenal, 
but explosive I The company’s young and dynamic 
management has taken everything in its stride. Plann¬ 
ing meticulously, getting the best out of people, diver¬ 
sifying into sunrise sectors and turning every adversi¬ 
ty into an opportunity for growth — diat has been K 
& Co’s forte! 

Realising the tremendous prospect in leasing and 
finance, K & Co has diversified earnestly into this 
ifield. With the professional support in terms of mana¬ 
gement of leasing portfolio and back-up services from 


Consortium Finance and Leasing Ltd., one of the fast¬ 
est growing leasing and hire-purchase companies of 
North India, the leasing operations have opened up 
another avenue for fast and stable growth. 

Carrying on the tradition of enterprise and commit¬ 
ment to the society, K & Co's record has been a judici¬ 
ous blend of growth, consolidation and deep concern 
for social causes. K & Co vigorously promotes sound 
social causes on a massive scale, hitherto unattempted. 

With a captive audience of lottery ticket buyers 
numbering several crores a week, K & Co, has turned 
the ordinary lottery ticket into a very effective and 
novel medium for carrying simple, cogent messages. 
With established effectiveness of message retention, 
these messages carry campaigns hijghlighting national 
integration, family welfare, afforestation, anti- 
dowry, anti-drug and anti-smoking messages. Hus 
massive social advertising goes on day in andfday out, 
with absolutely no cost to the nation and has no paral¬ 
lel in the lottery world. 
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Ashwini Khurana supports 
ban on one-digit lotteries 


The Managing Director of K Co., Mr Ashwini Khurana ,comments on a wide range of 
happenings in the world of lotteries in an interview by Rupa Ghosh Dayal 


Q: Recently onc-iligit lotteries were banned in West Ben^l, 
there is a ban on this form oflottery in Madhya Pradesh and also 
in many other stales all over the country. How do you think this 
will affect the business nationally and in West Bengali 

A; As regards the whole country, this is a forerunner of a 
all-India ban on one-digit lottery. This form of lottery has 
proven to be evil. Many of them have become popular 
and millions have been addicted to it. The West Bengal 
government was intelligent enough to differentiate bet¬ 
ween one-digit lotteries and three-digit lotteries that are 
absolutely harmless. Although we have been financially 
hurt by it. philosophically we agree with this ban. This 
ban is a good trend-setter for other states. 

To speak specifically on West Bengal, the one digit- 
ban heralds a longer life for the lottery trade. Had daily 
lotteries continued, sooner or later all lotteries would 
have been banned on grounds of social evil and malpracti¬ 
ces. The ban on one-digit lotteries in West Bengal has sav¬ 
ed three-digit lotteries which are harmless. 

Q; The turmoil in the lottery industries in recent times has regu¬ 
larly hit the headlines. The fact that the industry provides 
employment to millions of people is something the government 
cannot overlook. What steps sfiould be taken hy the central and 
state governments to ensure that the lotteiy> business eventually 
grows into a full-fledged industry! 


A; Lottery can be made into a healthy business if daily lot¬ 
teries are eradicated. If these are not banned, they will 
ruin the social fabric. Most people who indulge in daily 
lotteries are adversely affected sooner or later, it daily lot¬ 
teries are banned by a legislation of the central govern¬ 
ment, the government ought to set up a board of manage¬ 
ment for lotteries. This perhaps would improve the 
situation. 

Q; Do you really forsee a central legislation in this regard! 

A: Perhaps not. Since the central government is not tak¬ 
ing any step, it takes a little time for the state govern¬ 
ments to react and attend to the situation. 

Q: The lottery trade reached its peak with the advent of one- 
digits. Now that most governments are banning daily lotteries 
don't you think the lotter)> market, with only the three-digits as a 
novelty, will register a fall! Or do the daily lotteries continue des¬ 
pite the bans! Or are these lifted or stayed by the courts! 

A: Definitely not. With the daily lotteries, the lottery mar¬ 
ket was hyper-inflated, like the share market during the 
scam. It needed technical correction. It did not have a 
super sound foundation. With daily lotteries of state 
governments, the gambling indulgence shoots up. Matka 
and Sattas were under the carpet. Daily lotteries are a 
legalised form of gambling. 






ACKWitMIMnI fMtUM 



Q: Sir, \'oii are a lottery baron and have already diversified into 
Icadny.. Do you think lottery should be your first priorityi Tak- 
iitj^ into consideration the recent volatility in the lottery marketi 

A; Lotteries are the mainstay of K & Co. and it will 
remain as it is. Childhood experience has become my gui¬ 
ding factor. In school, my father’s line of trade drew auite 
a bit of ridicule among my classmates. It also strengtnen- 
ed my conviction to remain in this trade and uplift it till it 
was at par with any other industry. Fortunately it has 
now become a praisworthy business and at par with any 
other. We are also responsibile for giving lottery the 
touch of respectability. Hence there is no question of giv¬ 
ing lottenes step-motherly treatment. 

Q; Recently you have introduced Sikkim Dragon Instant. Could 
you throw some light on what 'instants' arei We have heard that 
evert 'instants' are banned in West Bengali Why is it soi After 
all, instants' do not induce gambling. 

A; Recently West Bengal has banned 'instants’ also. We 
really do not know the reason as to why as these are not 
of a gambling nature. 

Instant lotteries are numberlotteries and the only diffe¬ 
rence IS that the results and tickets are simultaneously dis¬ 
bursed to the stockists/agents. The numbers are conceal¬ 
ed by a layer of latex. This layer can be scratched off by a 
coin. The 'instant' tickets are sold only after the draw. 
The customer buys the ticket and scratches off the latex 
to match with the result and knows immediately if the 
ticket has won or lost. 

Q; What was the market of'instants' like in West Bengali 

A: The first attempt of ‘instants' was basically to cater to 
the West Bengal market. When we launched this, we 


were quite overwhelmed with the all-India response. 
The West Bengal response had also been overwhelming. 
It is more of an entertainment to the participants. But, 
the 'instants’ would never replace the daily lotteries mar¬ 
ket. Nevertheless, we at K & Co. are prepared to face this 
ground reality. 

Q: Sir, your lottery tickets sell the most in South India and West 
Bengal despite the fact that you have your headcjuarters in New 
Delhi. Why do you lack sales in Delkii 

A: Ironically yes! We definitely do not have as much mar¬ 
ket share in Delhi as in South India and West Berwal. 
Delhi used to be our good market five years back. Then 
the one-digit came into the fold and caught on like wiidh- 
re. K & Co. took a philosophic decision that these lotter¬ 
ies were simple gambling and perhaps would die their 
own death in the near future. That expectation of K & Co 
misfired. Gradually, the scene totally shifted to one-digit 
from three-digit lotteries in Delhi. It was too late to crea¬ 
te a niche again as already we were so much against one¬ 
digit schemes. When we finally started one-digit lotte¬ 
ries, the West Bengal market respected us the most and 
welcomed our schemes with open arms 

Q: Sir, regarding prize money, there have been complaints that 
most winners face a lot of harrassment in getting prizes. 

A. No complaints as far as Sikkim lotteries are concer¬ 
ned. This happens mostly with private lotteries. 
Moreover, the bureaucracy in Sikkim is one of the most 
efficient in this country. The changes in schemes with 
Sikkim Government lotteries are decided with no red 
tapism. The speed of decisions on whether the changes 
should be brought about or not is unimaginably fast. The¬ 
refore, we have stuck to Sikkim lotteries only. 
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including WhNwra. Saltoft, Agent*, Stoddstt A Special Ticket Prim 



PRIZE Rs. 


LAKHS 


DETAiLSOFPnzES THOUSANDS OF OTHER AHRACTIVE PRIZES 


Catigory No. of 

_ Prim 

1st Prize 1 
2nd Prize 3 


For Winnort] 
(In Rs.) 
51,00,000 
2,50,000 •ach 


For Sollert 

(In Rs;) 

1,00,000 
25,000 aech 


For Agents 
(In Rs.) 
1,00,000 
25,000 each 


3rd Prize 

m 

50,000 aach 

! 83233 

aach 


aach 

4th Prize 

K3 

5,000 aaeh 

IKS 

aach 

500 aach 


5th Prize 


6th Prize 


7th Prize 


8th Prize 30000 


1,000 each 


500 each 


200 each 


100 aaeh 


250 each 


100 each 


50 each 


25 each 


250 aach 


100 aach 


50 aaeh 


25 aach 


• One SpecWTIcIcM wOi be 
given afongerlth a booklet 
of 10 tickets. 

• Attractive Prim on ^lecial Tlckete. 


FREE DELIVERY OF TICKETS 
Smd Rs. 100/* per ticket by Money Order 
or Oieft payable at Delhi favouring K & Co., 
New Delhi. Your Lucky tickets will be hand 
(Mivered or sent by Regd. Post. The last 
date for receipt of remittance is 
7th December, 1993. 


PMZE STMICIUIK FOR SPECIAL TICKETS 


Cetageiy Ne. of Prin Aaeuirt 
PrlMS (In Ra.) 


let Priza S 1,00,000 aach 


2nd Prize 27 1,000 each 


3id Prte* 270 SOO aach 


4th Prize I 2700 I 100 each 


SO each 




Oraanlaine Aeanta 



























































NOTE: All arrival and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 


INTFfiNAllONAl 


£ Aimtaidaiii-OcBiioCalculla: 
Arr.(7):I0L^*tO235. 

£ CalcHtte-Dclhi'Aiiuindaiii: 
Dep.(7):KL-876at0440. 
Calcntla-Siiigapaire Dep. (4): 
SQ-^ at 1310. 
Sinc^ofe-Calciitta: Arr. (2): 
SQ4i6atl025. 

DaUtl>Calcutla-Siiigapoic: Arr. 
(I): AI<682at 1145; Dm>. (1); 
AI-430 at 1300; Arr. (5): A1428at 
0540; Pep. 15^: AI-428 at 0650. 
SlngapoM«Calculta-DelhL- Arr. 

(5) ;AM29atl6S;Dep.(5); 
A1429atl740. 

Singapore-Calcntta-Bombay: 

Atrra): Al-431 at 2235; Dep. Q): 
AM31at0100. 

• Singapore-Dhaka-Calcutta: 
Arr.(4sCH20atl210. 

• CakUtta-Dhaka-SinKapore; 
Dep.Q):SQT416atll30: 
Bombay-C^calta>Bangkok-To> 
kra Arr. (5): Al-306 at 1730; Dep. 
(»;Al-^atl910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutta-Bom* 
bay: Arr. (6): AI-309 at 1825; Dep 

(6) :AI-309atl930. 
Calcutla-Bombay>London-New 
Yoric Dep. (2); Al-101 at 0100. 
CaIcntta-Mihi'London-New 
Y<Rk:Dep.(5):AI- 
429/Al-187/AM01atl740. 
Calculla-Boaibay>Delhi*Londo 
R-New York: Dep. (6): AI- 

309/AMU at 1930. 
Calcttlla-Delhi-London-Tannil 
IK Dep. (5); AI-429/AM87 at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-DeUii-Paila: 
Dep. (6): AI-309/AM47 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Rome-Gcneva: 
Dro. (5): A1-429/AI-171 at 1740. 
Cucutta-Delhl-Frankfttft-Parla: 
Dep. (5): A1-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Caiculta-Bombay-Delhi-Parw-F' 
rankfurt: Dep. (2): Al- 
431 / AI-143 at 0100; Dep. (6); AI- 
309/Al-147 at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bangkok; Dep. (2,4,5, 
7); IC-731 at OfeS; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314atl355 

Baagkok-Calcutta: Arr. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-732 at 15(B; i\rr. (1,3,6): 
TG-313atl240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5): IC-747at 1145;Dep. (1,6): 
RA-214at 1455. 

Kafiimandu-Calculta; Arr. (1,3, 

5):IC-748atl520;Arr.(l,6): 

RA-213atl355. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-723atl330;Dep.(l,5): 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2,3,6,7); 
BG-092 at 1105; Dep. (4): BG-092 
at 2125; Dm. (1,2,15,6,7); 

at 1920; Dm. (4); BG-096 

*12020. 

Dhaka-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3,5,6); 
lC-724 at 1600; Ait. a 3,6,7): 
9G-091 at 0925; Arr. (4): BG:091 
1 ^ 0755; Arr. (1,5): BG4)91 at 
WIS; Arr. (\.X3,S,6.7k 8(3-095 


at 1840; Arr. (4); 6(34)95 at 1940. 
C^atottaOiUtagong; Dm. (1): 
IC-225 at 1230; l5m.T4); BG-698 
at 0835; Dep. (7): BGh6M at 1525. 
aiittagong-CalcuUa: Arr. (1); 
IC-226 at 1450; Ait. (4): B(3497 at 
2045; Arr. (7); B(3497 at 1445. 
PaioCilculla-Bangkok: Arr. 

(2): KB-105 at 0805;^. (2): 
iCB-105at0SS0. 
Bane^uikrCalcutta-Paro; Arr. 

(7):KB-106atl005;Dep.(7); 
KB-lObatllOS. 

ic Sofia-Bahnin-Calcutta; Air. 

(4) :LZ-503atll30. 

tc Calcutta-Bahnin-Sofia; Dep. 

(5) :LZ-504at0100. 

* Moacow-Shaijah-Calcutta: 
An.(4):SU-537atl555. 

* Calcutta-Shaijah-Moacow: 
Dqj.{4):SU-538atl755. 

$ Amman-Catcatta-Bangkok: 


Arr. (1): AI-146/AI-682at 1145. 
Tonmto-Landon-Delhi-Calcutt- 
a; Arr. (1): Al-186/ AI482 at 1145. 
Abu Dhabl-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5); AI-756/Al-306at 1730. 
Baht^ - Diriia - Bmnbay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): Al-876/Al-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 

Arr. (5): Al-816/Al-306at 1730. 
Dubal-Delhi-CalcuHa: Arr. (5); 
A1-736/A1-428 at 0540; Arr. (1): 
AI-734/Al-682atll45. 
Jeddah-Bombay-CalcuHa: An. 
(5): A1-806/A1-305 at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5):Al-856/Al-306atl730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: An 
(5); Al-826/At-306at 1730. 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta: An. (5); Al- 
706/Al-306atl730. 


Pr^atedhereistber^KuUtr Indian AiftiHes schedule. 
This is, however, st^ifect to change. Passengers are 
advisedtQk^bi!ick(fannouncements madehy 
Indian Atiitnes in thepress. For assistance, they may 
contactfti^c^/263390,264433.26241’). i(L2W, 
262637»nd 262909 and (airport) 5629431 5529637, 
3529841,267007and204433 Exc^from 45and 46 
exchanges, dial tdOfargermat infarction, HI far 
resematiOHs, i42farflightarnt!(dta»d143far 
dC^ttures. 


An. (4): RM84 at 0705; Dep. (4): 
RH84at0805. 

$ Bangkak-Calcutta-Amman: 

Arr. (4); RJ-ISS ai 1450; Dep. (4); 
RJ-185at 1550. 

Calcutta-Bmnbay-Sharjah- 
Abu Dhabh Dm. a): Al- 
431/AI-703 at 0100. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
n: Dep. G): Al-431 / Al-873 at 
0100 . 

Calcutta-Bombay-Deihi-Moaco 
w: Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-515 at 
1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muscat: Dep. 
(2): Al-431 / AI-833 at 0100; Dep. 
{6):AI-309/Al-845atl930. 
C^alcuita-Delhl-Muacat: Dep. 

(5) : A1-429/A1-84I at 1740. 
(Calcutta • Bombay - Delhi 1 
Dubai: Dep. G): Al-431 / A(-733 
at 0100; Dm. (6): A1-309/AI-735 
at 1930. 

Calcntta-Bombay-Nalrabi: Dep. 

(6) : AI-309/AI-215at 193a 
London-Dclhl-Calcutta: Air. 
(l):AI-132/Al-6»atl145. 

New Yoik • London • Delhi ■ Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): AI-112/AI-428 at 
0540. 

Parta-Frankfuib-DcBiiCldcntta: 


Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): Al-826/Al-306 at 1730. 


DOMF.SnC 


Air-India 

C^cutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): 
Al-431 at 0100; Dm. (6> AI-309 at 
1930. 

Bombay-Calcutta: An. (.5): 
Al-306 at 1730. 

Calcutta-DelhU Dep. (5): AI-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1): A1-6B2 
at 1145; Arr. (5): AI-428 at 0540. 

East West Airlines 

Calcutta-Delhi; Dep. (1.2,3,4,5, 


6): 4S 805 at 1455. 
Delhi-<3alcutta: Air. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) : 4S 806 at 1125. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 812 at 1155. 
Gnwahati-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) ; 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; An. (daily): D2 
laiat 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (daily): D2 
104 at 2000. 

ModiLuJt 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (daily): M9 

301 at 1925. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): M9 

302 at 2000. 

Endian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (daily): 
lC-741 at 0710, Dep (1,2, .3,4,6, 

7) ; lC-743 at 1.300; An. (daily)' 

1C-742 at 0940, An. (1,2, .3,4,6,7). 
lC-744at 1.530 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7): lC-721 at 0800; An. (2,4,6,7). 
IC-722atl040. 

Calcutta-Bangalore; Det* (1,2, .3. 

4.6.7) ' lC-771 at 0620; An (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) :IC-772,itl200 
(^Icutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3, .5). IC-342 at 
1045, An. (3,5): 1C-.541 at ICKX). 
Calcutta-Madras: Dep. (daily): 
lC-765atl715;An (daily): 
IC-766at22Z5. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6) IC-777 at 1620; An. (2,4,6): 
lC-77»al 2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily). 
lC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily). 
lC-176 at 0915; An. (daily): 
IC-274 at 1845 and Arr. (daily): 
IC-175at081.5. 

Calcutta-Poit Blain Dep. (2,4,6): 
IC-285 at 0540; An. (2,4,6): 
lC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Op. (daily); 
lC-263 at 0700and lC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 
An. (daily): IC-401 at 1205 and 
lC-264 at 2155, An. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-262at0910. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi: 
Dep. (daily): IC-810at 1040; An. 
(daily); IC-809 at 1500. 

Calcutta • Patna - Lucknow • 


C No traffic rights on Delhi-(Dalcutta-Delhi 
& No traffic nghts on Bahrain-Calcutta-Bahrain 
* No traffic rights on (Dateutta-Shariah-Calcutta 
O No traffic rights on Calcutta-Dhaka-Calcutta 
S No traffic nghts on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calcutta 






IMhliDep. (1,3,5): IC410«t 
1800; An-. (1,3,5); lC-409 at 21(S. 
Cakima-iamhah Dap. (3,5); 
IC-2S9at^; Ait. (15): IC-2fiO 
at 1315. 

CalMlIa-'SUdiat'lmidial: Dap. 
a 4,6,7): K:-255 at 1020; An. d 

4.6.7) :IC-256atlS10. 
Cakulta-SUchan Dap. (1,3): 
K;-253at 0850; Arr. (1,3): lC-254 
at 1130. 

Caleotta'Dlbniaaili: Dap. (2,4, 

6. 7) : K:-201 at iTw; Att. a 4, 6, 


7):IC-202atl530. 

Calcatia ' Gnwahatl • Dfanunu; 
Dap. 0,4): IC-257at 1140; Arr. Q, 
4);IC-258atl440. 
CaIcntla-CttwahaU: Dap. 

(dally): IC-229at 1310, Dap. (1,3, 
5,6): IC-711 at 0700; Arr. (dafly): 
lC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-712atl010. 

Calcutta - Tcapur • Jodial • Cal- 
cutta: Dap. (2, 4,6): IC-213 at 
1010; Arr. a4,6): IC-213 at 1415. 
Calcutta - Bhubaneawar • Nag¬ 




VltckwactBy 




pur • Hydatabad: Dm. (3,5,7): 
IC-769 at 1600; Arr. (3,5,7): 
IC-7708t2120. 

Calcutta - Bbubaneaiaar • 
Madras; Dap. <2, 4): lC-544 at 
1045; Arr. (2,4): lC-543 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 


3,5): PF-717 at 0630; Arr. (i, 3.5): 
IT-718 atOB30. 

* Calcutta-Aiaawl-Aaaitala- 
Calcutta: Dap. (1,3,5):^705 at 


0900; An. 0,3,5): PP-706«l 1290. 
CakMla • CoMh Bakw* Imi^. 

«-CdcunKD^a,l»: 
n<-7D7at 1320; An. (1,3,9: 
IT-708atl700. 

Calcutta «A|ytala. gMIUMigi 
Dep.a4,6l^FF-701M«aft , 
An.a4,6,7):ni-7a2atllta. ' 
Calcutta-Altawrl»Ai«t>la- 
Caleutta; Dap. a4^6.7): PP-TOB 
atll40; An.a4,6,7): FF-TDbat. 
1530. 

* Tachnical landng at Agarttia 
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BEHlRSTHtSCEN^ 

NOW 

IT CAN BE TOLD... 


RolandJqffe, the internationally acclaimed filmmaker, who teas in Calcutta a 
couple of years hack to make City oi Joy, for the first time speaks his mind in an 
exceptionally sensitive piece on materialistic Marxists and red light areas, on 
Satyajit Ray and Sunil Gangopadhyay, on lepers and JackPreger, and many 
things else which make the city a unique survivor 


T his is a crossroads. Five streets conver¬ 
ge on this city square,..well, more of a 
triangle. One street, wider than the 
others and fitting into them like a 
handle into a broom, is blocked by a camera 
crane and two electrical generator trucks bear¬ 
ing the proud emblem “Lee Electrics, Shep- 
perton Studios, England". It's also blocked by 
a huge articulated crane capable of spraying 
filtered artificial rain over everything in front 
of its snout. Before it, gathered in lightly defen¬ 
sive order, is a camera crew of some hundred 
assorted souls; Indian, English, Irish, Saittish, 
French, American, Italian. It seems that a film 
is about to start shooting...or maybe not. 

In the centre of the triangle stands a motley 
and slightly embarrassed mob. Red banners 
wave in the damp air; the hammer and 
\ sickle sway on a red cloth slung between two 
5 poles. The crowd is chanting. 1 know the 
words by heart. Loosely translated from 
Bengali, they ha ve become our anthem -- 
“City of Joy, go home." After a quick glance at 
my watch, I rustle up a smile and a wave for 
the brood of photographers who materialise 
with uncanny accuracy every time we have 
one of these little dramas. 

Time for a cup of tea. The negotiations will 
probably last an hour yet, then the leaders of 
the moblet, imperialist dollars held tight in 
' their Bsts, will Wad off into the back streets, 
honour satisfied. 



A much 
conquered 
people 

diroi^out their 
history, the 
Indians have 
coped with 
invasions partly 
through 
passivity, partly 
through 
accommodation 
or manipulation, 
or patient 
absorption. This 
enabled them to 
cushion tiie 
impact of 
despotism, 
imposed 
language, and 
squeezing 
taxation 


1 sit down near the camera, take a slug of 
lukewarm tea. This is almost the last week of 
filming. I realise with a pang just how much 
I'm going to miss all this fervour; how much 
I'm going to miss Calcutta. 1 haye a moment to 
let my mind drift.... 

« » » 

“But going there to make a movie! That*s 
naive, bloody naive, and you know it." This 
from a friend, a foreign correspondent of 
immaculate reputation, at the Chelsea Arts 
Club in London. I ask why and he rolls his 
eyes, then runs through a quick list of those 
who have suffered from Calcutta's collective 
ire, from Louis Malle to Gunther Grass. 

Naive or not, a few weeks later I step erff a 
Thai jet into the humid embrace of West 
Bengal. 

The drive from the airport is unexpectedly 
pastoral. Flame trees shade the road in bet¬ 
ween a seemingly endless succession of small 
villages. Mud houses, cows, luminous colour¬ 
ed saris managing somehow to dry in the 
moist air. Children are everywhere, bright, 
smiling, curious. 

The houses become smaQer, made of scraps 
of wood, cloth, old billboards. These aroi't to- 
lages but the home of refugees—some from 
the rigour of the countryside, some left over 
from the Partition of 1948 or the war in 
Bangladesh. Then, abruptly, I find m)melf in 
the city. Unlike some cities, Calcutta does not 
float in a sea of shantytowns; it has embraced 
its refugees, or they it. They do not wait on its 
outskirts but live in it, cm its pavements, wher¬ 
ever there is a rare open space. 

The historic capit^ of the British Raj, Calcut- 





ta was onc« extremely rich. Now it is a fecund. 
Intricate maze of streets dotted with the 
dumpy and decaying presences of myriad 
colonial palaces. Once magnificat, fantastic 
essays in brick and marble, now these massive 
structures—like trees in the Amazonian jun¬ 
gle—are barely discernible beneath the 
weight of countless smaller dwellings. Eleven 
millTon souls inhabit this city, whose surface 
area is not much bigger than Manhattan. The 
city is splitting open with what is both its weal¬ 
th and its burden—its teeming, milling crow¬ 
ds, all needing to be fed, watered, sheltered, 
succoured. More jamm^ than New York's 
subways at rush hour, people and traffic boil 
through die streets, maniacally purposeful. 

It is easy to get accustomed to the city— 
many Calcuttans tell me they have learned to 
look without seeing—but that first visceral 
shock is difficult to forget. It forces a confronta¬ 
tion with our own humanity that is distur¬ 
bing, but also unexpectedly energising. 

The images of Calcutta are striking and 
restless, constantly shifting in meaning. A 
small family has made a home on the street, 
underneath a huge, blackened flyover (a road¬ 
way overpass). All they possess could easily 
be packed into a tote bag The father is dandl¬ 
ing a baby on his bony knees, massaging its 
neck as the child stares up at him and gurgles. 
Look once, and this image of poverty fiurts; 
look again and the love passing from father to 
son is palpable, heartwarming, heroic under 
thecircunrwtances. The mother, almost invisi¬ 
ble, is sorting garbage in the background 
while the father holds the child; the meaning 
shifts again. You can take your choice; all three 
interpretations are valid, and probably seve¬ 
ral more. To select only one at the expense of 
others, as Western visitors often do, is to miss 
the point. 

Behind the Grand Hotel, a well-preserved 
relic of Calcutta's colonial grandeur, is a pitch 
worked by a couple of beggars. One is deposit¬ 
ed each day from a small cart onto a square of 
pavement. Literally deposited; the man's 
limbs were broken at birth and reset so that he 
resembles a human knot. The sight is gro- 
t^ue, appalling, stomach-churning...until 
you look into his eyes. Their penetrating gaze 
asks for your money but not your pity. What 1 
think it tells me is this; "I am not my circum¬ 
stances. It is outrageous that any person has to 
live in this way. For this 1 ask help. But I also 
surmount my circumstances. I am a human 
knot; I am also a heroic knot, and for this I 
demand respect," 

« » » 

About ei^t or 10 miles from Calcutta's cen¬ 
tre is one of Mother Teresa's self-help centres 
for lepers, a simple collection of houses and 
worluhops radiating out from the railway 
track. I am charmed by the generous smile of 
die young Indian priest showing me around. 
But my stomach is in knots, and I have to steel 
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myself to drink the cup of sweet tea he prof¬ 
fers. I've never heard of anyone catching 
leprosy through tea, but my imagination is 
b^inning to run riot. 

We walk through a workshop where about 
40 women work at looms, many operating the 
shuttles with fingerless hands. The brother 
stops to tell one woman that her weaving is 
not upto par. To me it seems a little hard that 
he had made so little allowance for her handi¬ 
cap. But the rebuke earns a shy smile. In mak¬ 
ing no allowances, the young man treated the 
woman as an equal, not a victim. As we 
crunch across the grawl between the tracks, 1 
put this to the priest. "Certainly, compassion 
may conceal contempt," he says. "It makes me 
feel good, superior even, but my pity is an into¬ 
lerable burden to its object. Extending help to 
an equal makes us both feel valued." 

Some years ago the local maha decided that 
this little colony—which received modest 
amounts of aid, dried milk, foodstuffs, and 
the like—might be a source of profit. They 
announced the imposition of a "tax" on the 
aid; after some discussion, the monks and 
lepers refused to pay it. The gangsters respon¬ 
ds by sealing off the colony, kidnapping one 
of the monks, and threatening to send him 
back piece by piece unless they capitulated. 
The local police vanished; there was no escape 
and no telephone; all were at their wits’ end. 

All but one elderly, blind leper. Familiar 
with his dark world, he managed to make his 
way out of the colony at night, evading the 
murderous guards posted around it, climb on 
a train and get to Calcutta. Once there, he got 
toMother Teresa's convent and raised the 
alarm, and hence the siege. I'm introduced to 
this man, whose name is Das. He sits on his lit¬ 
tle wooden bed, straight-backed, hands ban¬ 
daged, seeing nothing through his eyes. 1 
shake his hand... 

N’ « « 

Calcutta has more than one red-light dis¬ 
trict. This one is favoured mainly by out- 
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of-towners. Like so many streets near the dty 
centre, this is a maze of old palaces, subdivid¬ 
ed and redivided again. Calcutta is a hymn to 
the impermanence of things, thou^ part of its 
charm is its unfazed acceptance oAhis fact. 
Camus would have loved this city with its 
Sisyphean message about the futWty and 
di^ty of human effort. 

Part of one such grand old house is now a 
small hotel catering to poor Indians and poo¬ 
rer Westerners. The man I have come to see 
occupies a tiny space that should be a cup¬ 
board but advertises itself as a room. Sitting 
on the bed is Dr Jack Preger, one of a handml 
of Western doctors and nurses who have chos¬ 
en to live and work in Calcutta. A pale, drawn 
Irish Jew, sometime past converted to Catholi¬ 
cism, he radiates nervous energy and a manic . 
sense of humour. Dr Jack runs a street clinic, 
manamg with laughably small resources to 
provide care and medicine to as many as 800 
souls. He's a maverick, deeply unappealing to 
the notoriously self-opinionated Indian 
bureaucracy, so he works virtually 
unsupport^. 

He takes me through a tale of horrors, of for¬ 
gotten children and unnoticed deaths, prosti¬ 
tution, illness, malnutrition, wife-burning 
and beating—Dante's inferno. But it is his 
manner of telling that strikes me; a matter- 
of-fact acceptance that this is his world to cope 
with. More, he's committed to it. He points 
out that the big difference between him and 
his clients is that he can leave whenever he 
wants. But that's not quite true. He can't leave, 
because the humanity of the place has worked 
its alchemy on his system. He's giving, he's in 
the struggle, he's connected, he has a purpose, 
and he's alive. He looks at me across the nar¬ 
row, sweaty room and asks how anyone could 
want more. He's in love with the city, though 
it turns its official back on him. In our more 
pristine society, this attitude would and did 
qualify him as an oddball. Hare, he makes 

sense, and makes the rest of us losers. 

• » * 

Sometime later, 1 go to visit one of Calcut¬ 
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ta's more impressive cultural icons, die film 
director SaWaJit Ray. Tropical nights fall 
early, and this one catches us mid-interview, 
foy sits in a tall wing chair, his back to the fall 
ing light. I sit rather unccnnfortably in a mudi 
lower chair to his 1^ looking up at him. It 
may be an effect of the light, but Ray's 
aristocratic and momentarily expressionless 
visage seems carved out of stone, like die 
Hindu gcdsl have seen in a temple near 
Bombay. 

Ray has just announced that only a Calcut- 
tan, or at least an Indian, could make a film 
about Calcutta. Further, it is quite impossible, 
he says, for a low-caste Indian farmer to form 
any md of relationship wih a European. Thii 
was precisely the kind of thing I came to Cal¬ 
cutta to research, but my concmsions were dif 
ferent from Ray's. 

Only that morning I'd interviewed a young 
volunteer of Dr Jack's wholiad formed a very 
close relationship with a patient, and had 
heard similar stories from other volunteers. I 
^1 this to Ray, who nods dismissively and 
then says, "Also your Mm is all about lepers.! 
see no lepers on the streets of the cit)’." This is 
a bit of a stunner. After a pause, he adds, 
"Maybe I don't get around as much as 1 did." 

Then a long silence falls. 1 think of the 
attacks of Louis Malle, on Gunther Gra^. Is 
this my first encounter with Bengali 
amaur-prope? Grass, in his book on the city, 
describes daily living in Calcutta as an exerci¬ 
se in denial. He's right in a way. Calcutta 
assaults the senses, and some of what it otters 
has to be mentally filtered out. Qearly, bour¬ 
geois Calcuttans don't take kindly to Euro¬ 
peans, strangers, puncturing their protective 
mechanisms. Making a-film here is going to 
require balancing on a tightrope suspended 
over a Nii^ara Falls of complex emotions. 

Later, after all our pleasantries have b^n 
exchanged, Ray says ominously, "You won't 
be able to ^oot on the streets on the Calcutta, 
you know. It can't be done. Even I would havi 
extreme difficulty." As I groped down the 
murky stairwell, it seems pretty clear tome 
that Ray doesn't much want the film to be 
made. The question is, why not? 

That question was answered in part a 
couple of days earlier, in the office of a very 
savvy, very urbane senior minister in the 
Marxist government of West Bengal. Inthecul 
tivated, nasal English of an Oxford profe^r 
he explains that our film wiU not give a "true' 
picture of the city. The problem seems to be 
that it is a film about poor people, about the 
.underbelly of a city, ;^fh a cast that includes 
prostitutes, mafia, conmoi—tlw usual 
denizens of any metropolis, but not, in officia 
eyes at least, of Calcutta. "It would," he pro¬ 
nounces with a light smile, "Insult the culture 
heritage of the Bmgali people." 

My mind crowds with images: the human 
knot, the destitute queueing up outside the 
street clinic, a fiunily making life under a 




blackened flyover, the heroic Mr Das, and all 
the other ignored souls who rave this city its 
inimitable spirit. I wonder whether this is a 
matter ot understandable civic jxide, or some¬ 
thing deeper. It is plain that we are dealing not 
with questions of reality here, but of percep¬ 
tions; questions of image, particularly in rda- 
tion to the admired and despised West. As the 
minister continues speaking, I gather that he 
could digest, as easily as he does the moist 
biscuits on his plate, our awkward desire to 
film in this city, if we were here to make some 
affectionate romance of the Raj. His worry, 
understandable in the circumstances, i&that 
we are depicting not what was, but what is. 

A much-conquered people throughout 
their history, the Indians have coped with 
invasions partly through passivity, partly 
thnnigh accommodation, or manipulation, or 
patient absorption. This enabled them to cush¬ 
ion the impact of despotism, imposed langua¬ 
ge, and squeezing taxation. Eventually 
invader and invaded settled into a kind of 
seamless alliance, which nevertheless conceal¬ 
ed great personal and .social tension. 

These tensions called into effect a simple, 
potent human response to powerlessness, to 
the unendurable: denial. India has refined this 
instinctual response into something close to 
an art form. The national character exhibits 
intense pride laminated to a deeply t'onflicted 
core, an avoidance of self-analysis, a drive to 
transfer internal anxieties to some suitably 
external cause. If a nation can be said to have a 
collective personality, then the passive- 
aggres.sive is a binding strand in the personali¬ 
ty of the Indian subcontinent. 

» » * 

If Calcutta is a city of decaying palaces, it is 
also a city of apartments—some of l^th centu¬ 
ry spaciousness, others, perpendicular and 
concrete, the result of a surge of building that 
began in the late Fifties. I'm sitting in one of 
the latter, the home of Sunil Gangopadhyay. 
One of Bengal's most observant writers and 
sometime screenwriter for Satyajit Ray, Sunil 
is acting as an in-depth consultant on our 
screenplay. This lively and witty man has 
been guiding me through the la%rinthine psy¬ 
chological and political byways of the city. 

Spnil displays none of the rhetorical suspi¬ 
cion. the ideological rigidity I'd encountered 
in some of the city's other intellectuals. I tell 
him that word has been put out that 1 am "viru¬ 
lently anti-Marxist," and that the party faith¬ 
ful have been advised to lock their mental 
doors against my imperial wiles. Sunil doesn't 
say anything, but I know he's come under pre¬ 
ssure too. He shrugs it off, driven by his inner 
clarity. Sunil doesn't submit to any party line. 
He is fascinated by Calcutta and loves it, warts 
and all. 

I stop my lament. A voice calls outside the 
window; somewhere a love song weaves 
through the crowded air. Not for the first or 
last time, Sunil and I go over the script, refi¬ 
ning, scrutinising, finding a vcHce, searching 



[Saty^itJRay 

nods 

dismissivdyand 
then says, ^ Also 
your film is all 
about lepers. I 
seenolej^rson 
the streets of die 
city.* This is a bit 
of a stunner. 
After a pause, he 
adds,*lVteybel 
d(m*t get around 
as much as I 
did.’Then a long 
silence falls. 1 
thiidcofthe 
attacks of Louis 
Malle, on 
Gunther Grass. 
Is this my first 
encounter with 
Bengali 

amour-propel.^ it 
seons pretty 
dear to me that 
Ray doeai’t 
much want the 
filmtobemade 


Satya^Riy 

out a detailed life for Hasari Pal, rickshaw 
puller. 


I t's said that the sisters who spin our fate are 
blind, but I'm convinced that sometimes 
they cheat; there are seeing eyes under the 
blindfold. Several years after my first long trip 
to India, I was in London editing The Mission 
and went to a Christmas service at Westmin¬ 
ster Abbey. 

Afterwards, warming up with a glass of 
punch at the fine old school across the way, I 
find myself in conversation with the head¬ 
master's wife. The talk turns to India, and she 
says, "I happen to be proofreading something 
that might interest you." What she was read¬ 
ing was the proof of an English translation of a 
book by the French author Dominique Lapier- 
re. Two days later I was reading the 
manuscript. And there it was, amidst a cornu¬ 
copia of detail: the story of Hasari Pal— 
father, farmer, rickshaw puller. I could barely 
sleep that night. A day or so later, 1 dropped 
by to ^ Jake Eberts, who was busy trying to 
patch together his old company, Goldcrest 

Films. Jake asked what I want^ to do next.... 

» * * 

So, some four years after that question, here 
I was in a Calcutta taxi, threading throu^ tiie 
graceful crowds of an evening market, suck¬ 
ing in the noise, the colour, the contradictions, 
the paranoias that make up the life of thte city 
Trying to catch this eneiw on the screen was 
going to be a challenge. Trying to enter this 
world, to make it accessible to outsiders, 
would be an irresistible trat. A rickshaw 
trundles elegantly past the window; a family 
is cooking on a busy street comer; bourgeois 
matrons sail grandly past a bony, scrofulous 
man who gestures at the sky win his fist while 
he commtmes with his personal gods. Black 
night, gold light, saris so blue you want to run 
them over your lips, saris so they bum the 

backs of your eyes. Radios, the cry of a muez¬ 
zin hanging in the air, raised voices ftom flie 
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shiny vault of a gold shop, and through it all sli¬ 
des the dull ring of the rickshaw puUer's beU. 
This is the world I am about to try and enter, to 
re-create. I'm tom between terror and 
excitement. 

Over the next weeks I begin a restless patrol¬ 
ling of the dty, interviewing Catholic priests, 
Indian social workers, rick^w tmllahs, mafia 
leaders, police chiefe, doctors, pavement dwel¬ 
lers, scions of old families, poets, prostitutes, 
pimps, patients, and patriarchs. 1 love this 
time, this moment when imagination is tested- 
against reality. With production designer Roy 
Walker and his team, we crisscross the city, 
stand on its comers, climb its stairs, claml^r 
over its roofs. We squeeze through its Victori¬ 
an alleys, between its constmction sites, over 
its refuse heaps, and into its slums; perambula¬ 
te through its parks and flower markets. We 
watch its bathers, its worshippers in their tem¬ 
ples, its vendors, cobblers, butchers, bidi 
makers, tea sellers, water sellers, metalwor¬ 
kers, office wallahs, scavengers, child beggars 
and schoolchildren, refugees, tram drivers, 
ticket collectors, hoodlums, its drunks and 
drugged, its cyclists, cooks, sweepers, sign 
painters, priests, its porters and its poor, its suf¬ 
ferers and survivors...and above all its rick¬ 
shaw pullers. 

If » 

All these layers are analysed, probed, savou¬ 
red on long dusty walks across the red New 
Mexico plain with the avidly curious writer. 


Calcutta taught 
nw to take 
nothing 
at face value. It 
taught toils 
cinnplexity, its 
pas^on, anger, 
ai^ pettiness, 
that our 
individual 
human failings 
are no more or 
less than failings 
ofthespedes;as 
there are no 
perfect 
individuals, 
thmareno 
perfect races. It 
taught me tiiat 
the world is full 
of unexpected 
heroism 


Mark Medoff. Tt> my surprise, I find myself 
making excuses for Calcutta—justifying, prc 
tecting, beginning to feel that an out^er can' 
understand. 

I realise that 1 have fallen in love with this 
city on the marshland, in love with its unsun{ 
heroes and its villains. Yes, love—because 
nowhere else is the human condition writ so 
large; it is life. In its naked, shameless way. Cal 
cutta mirrors what lies behind our struggles 
for order: this mess, this chaos, this divine cor 
coction of indifference and cmelty and com¬ 
passion; this humanness. Maybe this is what 
makes &tyajit Ray so protective of his cify; h 
wants to shield its magnificent failings. No . 
need for defensiveness, though. Calcutta 
speaks to people of all complexions because c 
its human frailties, not despite them. 

Calcutta taught me to take nothing 
at face value. It taught me, in its complexity, il 
passion, anger, and pettiness, that our indivi¬ 
dual human failings are no more or less than 
failings of the species; as there are no perfect 
individuals, there are no perfect races. It 
taught me that the world is full of unexpectec 
heroism. And it taught me that, though we ai 
castaway from the moment we are bom, engi 
ged in a struggle to survive that ceases only 
with the end of life itself, true heroism lies in 
the quality of that struggle. 

For your best and worst, which arc also ou 
best and worst, Calcutta, 1 salute you. 

(World Neil'S Link/Newscript) 
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COMPUTERS 
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A comptetB 
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at 



• Available 
AC/Non AC class¬ 
room on hourly/pro¬ 
fit sharing basis. 

• Tutors available alt 
subjects/localities. 

• Intenriew training 
provided for SSB- 
Oefence, Civil, any 
job (without fee) 

• Classroom 
coaching for IAS, 
CDS, NDA, WBCS, 
IIT, JEE, Banking. 
Only for WBCS both 
classroom and post¬ 
al coaching. 
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Flip, Flip, Flip... 

hree unusual publications requi¬ 
re special mention this week. 
The first is a comic book/pictu¬ 
re story on tea called Tea God of the 
'Cha>Cha Valley by Vijay Dudeja 
(Paramount Publications; edited by 
Dolly Roy; illustrated by AvijitChat- 
terjee; Rs 35). 

Aimed specially at school students, 
it deals with a legend followed by fac¬ 
tual information on tea cultivation 
and manufacture as well as vital stats 
on tea. There are no colours in the com¬ 
ic strips, but plenty of flavour, yes. 
And the absence of colour is explained 
as deliberate in order to provide a 
colouring book for children, too. 

'Tea is one of the healthier bevera¬ 


ges," says Dudeja, "and it is hoped 
that this story will help in popularis¬ 
ing the beverage with the young." In 
fact, there is a small section on the heal¬ 
th aspect of tea. 

Then, there is a slim and sleek 
volume of STD/ISD Codes with 
Tariff from Calcutta compiled by 
CAD CAM Computers Centre Pvt 
Ltd, 20 Netaji Subhas Road, Calcutta 1 
(Phone: 220-0328) which is a very neat 
little handybook designed to cany 
with you. Indexed alphabetically as 
well as numerically, this is in fact the 
fourth edition in two years. 

At a time when almost all phone 
numbers have changed and the Indian 
Telephones Industries people are 
doing a Rip Van Winkle about their 
directory, this is a cute little godsend. 

And, then, you have our very own 
Press Club Cidcutta dreaming up an 


excellent idea, and not really an easy 
one; the Calcutta Information 
Directory (editor; Partha Chatterjee; 
Rs 60). All the (telephone and address) 
information that you need, at your 
fingertips in one handy book. 

Let it not be said that we turn the 
N;jison Eye to our own failings. The 
directory has plenty of errors, not the 
least being atrocious subbing, shabby 
printing and inadequate legwork 
done. But some of the problem.s are 
explained in the foreword, main 
among them being a total lack of infor¬ 
mation flow in gathering telephone 
numbers even on grounds of "official 
secrecy"! 

And, of course, there will be plenty 
of improvement next time around, but 
hats off to a laudable effort already. 

Dennis M. 




Roll Out the 
Dosas! 

O f all South Indian dishes, the 
dosa alone has gained wide 
acceptance throughout the 
country. At the same time, its consum¬ 
ption is not just restricted to arty speci¬ 
fic time like breakfast, lunch, tiffin or 
dinner. The dosa supplements both 
the principal meal and light refresh¬ 
ment. Looking for alternatives within 
the snacks family, one can safely zero 
in on the dosa. 

Keeping this in mind, Madras- 
based Indian Food Fermentations Ltd 
has launched the 'Dosa King' pro- 
ect—where a dosa made by a dosa- 



making machine in the form of snack 
roll can be served in only five minutes. 
For just Rs 5 one can have a masala 
dosa roll. Of course, its size wiU be half 
of a traditional dosa. 

The dosa making machine will be 
made by two engineering firms that 
will give them out on rent to franchi¬ 
sees. Indian Food Fermentations Ltd 
will supply the batter and potato 


masala to the vendors. 

Field trials of the project are claimed 
to be on in Nagpur. And in another six 
months, dosa making machines are 
likely to invade Bombay. 

So the day may not be far when the 
four metropolitan cities, to begin with, 
will have 'dosa bars' at almost every 
major street comer. 

Jagdish Rattanani 
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Cjirlito'$ Way: This is 10 
years after. Last time it was 
Scarfait. Now Brian Dc 
Palma and A1 Pacino are at 
it together again. Pacino 
plays a Peurto Rican mob¬ 
ster, trying to go straight — 
with a little help from a 
Penn (Seanl pal— after 
spending five gruelling 
years in the slammer. De 
Palma's I Intoucluihlei was a 
masterly crea¬ 
tion where 
Hitchcockian 
suspense was 
rolled onto 
Chicago 
streets in A1 
(Capone's time. 

Scarface dealt 
with a mafia 
boss in dilem¬ 
ma and here 
he teams up 
with that invin¬ 
cible Al for a $40 million 
project that promises to be 
deadly speaal. 


^ ART 

Eqmsstons; Francis Newton 
Soiiia,thesanwSoiia,isiiold- 
IneanexhibHionofliitiMint- 
inBswhlchlMveexcitinglysnn- 
ewHS colours and the mesh of 
VnosglwsMsworiisastnictu- 
rri fdico. Mis landscapes eft 
once randnd one of Ms Goan 
raob wMe Ms theme of cmci- 
llxalion and other incidents 


from the Christian lore give Ms 
paintings a distinct 
characteiislic. 

M Gandhara Art GaHery 
(lB,GuniaadayRoad)til 
December 4. 


M U .S I C 




1. 1 F E S T Y L II 

Ti-lnnsion: Watching /i/rns- 
.sif Park on video may have 
buggi>d you, 'cause the scre¬ 
en was small. Now BPL 
comes out with a scries of 
super intellig¬ 
ent large scre¬ 
en TVs that 
promise to 
bring to your 
living room all 
the sound and 
fury of a movie 
theatre. 

Coming in 
three sizes 
(25", 29" and 
.53"), the BPL 
3T.lOO(Tey- 
ho) has a flat 

.screen that widens viewing 
angles and its fuzzy logic 
circuitry automatically 
adjusts the brightness of 
the picture to 
the brightness 
of the room. 

What is more, 
its hi-fi sound 
system with 
two super 
wtwfers give it 
that extra con¬ 
cert hall feel in 
full throttle. 


So get going. 
And this time 
Cecil B Demil- 
le's Ten 

Commandments 
could be a bet¬ 
ter choice; see 
Moses part 
that sea in all 
its majesty. 



m 


Sbnr Dancing wUh the Moon, 
DoHy Parton: It all began to 
really happm for the queen M 
coufitiy, DoHy Parton, when in 
1978 hm album, Mere You 
Come AgaM^ Mt platinuffl. And 
in no time it waa the E^Jitles 
whenahewasastarworicfaig 9 
Id ^ the title track from the 
movie proving to be a great 
success. 

Here in SfowDanciqgDoNy 
partially reverts to the couni^ 
style <d her early days 
w^she 
was featured 
with Porter 

1967 live Shows. 

AlMisotailis 
ofahandsome 
cowboy In MgM 
jeans, wMIe 

UfOrV iriMfV 

IhatCKmFmm 
isastrai^- 
lacedcountry 


IhetNie track OH side 
2 Is dearly the best, and Niglli 
aadl%Afyinpi Hup with the 
ti 1 biitetaHim.AColHmMa- 
Sonypreduet;liB45. 

Sw m aW n g dletafcTMseneby 
vailons arlMas is dodhialed 


to all ye lovers of heavy metal. 
Moat of the bands feaMred 
here were on MTVs Head- 
banger's Ban and that shouM 
be inspiration enough to 
check it ouL 

Uncle rom'sCaMirby Warr- 
anttakes off after some exceli- 
ent guitar piucking and Scar- 
ad by Dangerous Tpys has 
some interesting biteiludes. 

A Sony product; Ms 45. 


F A ,S H I O N 

Arms and the Woman: You 
were dying to wear those 
way-lcM'-long sleeves to 
office, didn't they look tre¬ 
mendous on the designer's 
sketchpads? But there was 
a problem; they would get 
caught in the 

keyboard, in 4| 

the first place. 

So what would 

you do? Push^^^ 

them up and H 

hold them 

back with 

paper clips? 

Ilold them 
back, yes, but 
do it with fizz. 

Push them 
back with a 
designer arm 

designs are 
here for 
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Team Rasoi 
continues 
to experi¬ 
ment with 

I new vegeta¬ 
bles in all 
aspects of 
Indian cooking, fiere, for 
the Phal Subz Seekh, we 
have used raddichio or red 
cabbage and brtKcoli to 
make a vegetarian seekh. 
We enjoy^ the results 
immensely and we enjoin 
you to do the same. The 
other, Tangrhi Kebab, is 
making a comeback on 
many a menu. The stuffed 
chicken drumstick, cooked 
in the landoor, is now availa¬ 
ble at Mewar at The Oberoi 
in Bombay and the Dehli 
Ka Aangan at the Hyatt, 
New Delhi. 



J 1 G G S K A LR A 
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Phal-subzseekh 

INGREDIENTS 
4 Raw bananas (medium) 
250 g / 9 oz Mushrooms 
2 Potatoes (mediunj) 

150 g / 5 oz Carrots 
100 g / 3 oz Raddichio (red 
cabbage)/cabbage 
100 g / 3 oz Broccoli 
3.25 g / 1 tbs Coriander 
10 g / 1" piece Ginger 

2 Fresh red chillies 
25g/2 tbs Butter 

30 ml / 2 tbs Cooking tril 
2g / 1 tup Ajamiti 
A generous pinch of Black 
rock salt powder 
Salt 

16 Dried plums 

3 g / 1 tsp Black pepper 
powder (freshly ground) 

1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp Kebab cheeni 


powder 

1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp Green 
cardamom powder 
0.75 g / 1 /4 tsp 
Sandalwood powder 
0.75 g / 1 /4 tsp Dried rose 
petals powder 
Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 1:10 
hours 

Cooking time: 7-R minutes 

PREPARATION 

The raw bananas; Boil, 
cool, peel and grate. 

The mushrooms: 
Remove the earthy stalks, 
wash and finely chop. 

The potatoes: Wash, 
boil, cool and grate. 

The remaining vegeta¬ 
bles: Peel, wash and grate 
carrots. Peel the outer lea¬ 


ves, wash and finely shred 
raddichio or cabbage. Clean 
broccoli, wash in running 
water and cut into the tini¬ 
est florets (as you would 
ait cauliflower to make a 
Gobhi ka Paratha). Clean, 
wash and finely chop cori¬ 
ander. Scrape, wash and 
finely chop ginger. Remove 
stems, slit, deseed and fine¬ 
ly chop red chillies. 

Heat butter and oil in a 
kadhai, add ajwain, stir over 
medium heat for 1(1 
seconds, add mushrooms, 
carrots, raddichio or cabba¬ 
ge and broccoli, 
bbunno/stir-fry until tne 
moisture evaporates. Then 
add airiander, ginger and 
red chillies, stir, remove 
and cool. 

The dried plums: Clean, 


Phal-Subz Seekh 





'angrhi Kebab 

•emove Iho pits, wipe clean 
jnci chop 

The scekh mixture: Put 
ill the ingredients in a 
lowl, mix well, divide into 
12 equal portions and make 
Dalis. 

The oven: Prt^heat to 
k'50' F. 

The skewering: Using a 
Tioist hand, spread the 
Dalis by passing each along 
-he length of the skewers, 
■wo inclies apart and mak- 
ng each kebab 4" long. 

LXX’lKlNt.^ 

Roast in a moderately 
hot tandoor for 6-7 minutes 
or until golden. On a char¬ 
coal for about the same 
time. In a pre-heated oven 
making 4“* croquets and 
arranging them on a 
greased-with-oil roasting 
tray for 7-8 minutes. The 
kebab can also be deep fri¬ 
ed in a kadhai. 

TO SERVE 

Arrange 3 kebabs on 
each of four individual pla¬ 
tes and serve with saurtih. 

TaNGRHI KEBAB 

INGREDIENTS 

16 Chicken drumsticks 


The first marination: 

30 g / .3 1 /2 tsp Garlic paste 
(strained) 

2l)g/2 1/2 tsp Ginger 
paste (stranw^) 

60 ml /1 /4 cup Lemon juice 
Salt 

The filling: 

220g/ 1/2 lb Chicken 
mince 

45 g / 11 /2 oz Cheddar 
cheese 

10 g / 1" piece Ginger 
3.25 g / 1 tbs Coriander 

2 Green chillies 

1.5 g / 1/2 tsp White 

pepper powder 

1 5g / 1/2 tsp Green 

cardamom ptDwder 

1 g / 1 /2 tsp Royal cumin 

seeds 

Salt 

The second marination; 

390 g / 11 /2 cups Yoghurt 
cheese 

60 g / 2 oz Cashewnut paste 
45 g /11/2 oz Cheddar 
cheese 

30g/31/2tsp Garlic paste 
20 g / 21 /2 tspGinger paste 

3 g / 1 tsp White pepper 
powder 

3 g /1 tsp Green cardamom 
powder 

1.5 g / 1 /2 tsp Rose petal 


powder 

Salt 

90 ml / 6 lbs Cream 
Serves: 4 

Preparation time: 3 hours 
Cooking time: Upto 14 
minutes 

PREPARATKiN 

The chicken: Clean, 
wash and pat dry the 
tnngr/ii/drumsticks. Make 
a cavity between the meat 
and the bone by applying 
pressure with the thumb. 

The first marination: 

Mix all the ingredients, rub 
the chicken pieces with this 
marinade and reserve for 
15-20 minutes. 

The filling; Grate chee¬ 
se. ScrajDe, wash and finely 
chop ginger. Clean, wash 
and chop coriander. 
Remove stems, wash, slit, 
deseed and finely chop gre¬ 
en chillies. Mix these and 
the remaining ingredients 
and divide into 16 equal 
portions. Pack a portion of 
the filling in each of the 
tangrhi drumsticks. 

The second marination: 
Whisk yoghurt cheese in a 
bowl. Grate cheese and 
mash. Mix these with the 


remaining ingredifcnts 
except cream, whisk, stir-in 
cream, rub the chicken 
with this marinade and 
refrigerate for 1 hour. 

The oven: Pre-heat to 
.350"F. 

The skewering; Skewer 
the frtMgr/w'/drumsticks 
(they should touch without 
overlapping) and keep a 
tray underneath to collect 
the drippings. 

CXXlKlNt) 

Roast in a moderately 
hot tandcKir or a charcoal 
grill or in a pre-heated oven 
for 7-8 minutes. Remove 
and hang the skewers to 
allow the excess moisture 
to drip off (approx. 2 
minutes). Basle with butter 
and roast again for 2-3 
minutes. 

TO SERVE 
Wrap foil around the 
bone, arrange 4 on each of 4 
individual plates and serve 
with mint dhutney and a 
tandoori bread of your 
choice. 

NOTE: All weights are 
nett, that is post prepara¬ 
tion, and not gross. ■ 
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RST PERSON 


on Tariffs and trade (GATT). Sahai is a professor of genetics at Heidelberg University, Germany 

W hat is your idea of pcwfect 
happiness? 

Perfectly functioning work routine 
with good leisure time. 

What is your greatest fear? 

Losing loved ones. 
Who or what has 
been Hie greatest 
influence in your 
life? 

My father. 

What do you dislike 
most in others? 

Sloth and 


How do you relax? 


By listening to very 
loud rock music 


What do you 
dislike most in 
yourself? 


Abrupt 
behaviour and 
short temper 



inaccuracy. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 

Abrupt behaviour and short temper. 
What is your most precious 
possession? 

My will power. 

What objects do you always carry? 

Pen, penknife and credit card. 

What makes you most depressed? 

An experiment that did not turn out 

What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

What is your favourite word? 

What is your favourite journey? 

To a seaside. 

What is your nightmare? 

Not succeeding. 

What is your source of sustenance? 
The faith that people have shown in 

On what occasions do you lie? 

To save someone getting hurt. 

What is your greatest regret? 

Not spending enough time with my 
nily. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

When 1 became professor at 
Heidelberg. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

Abject, hopeless poverty. 

How do you relax? 

By listening to very loud rock music. 
What do you envy most in others? 

Tact, patience. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

As .someone who made a difference. 
^ How would you like to die? 
Suddenly, painlessly. 
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One-woman 

Movement 

■ Prior to your article, 
'Mother Courage' (Octo¬ 
ber 17), all I knew about 
Dr Tasiima Nasreen was 
culled from newspaper 
reports, mostly unrealis¬ 
tic and rather euphoric, 
simply because someone 
had written something 
against Islam. 

But what 1 deduced 
was that Nasreen is an 
atheist, and that she hates 
religion. Well, that is her 
personal belief and she 
should have complete 
freedom to practise it. 1 
fully support her in this. 

She also advocates the 
equality of the sexes. Thi.s, 
as far as 1 know, has been 
provided in the Constitu¬ 
tion of Bangladesh, is a 
part of the UN charter, 
and emphatically enjoin¬ 
ed by Islam. She has sure¬ 
ly done a service to Islam 
by taking up the cause of 
the oppres.s^ women of 



with the women them- bom in Bangladesh, India 

selves, who ought to or Pakistan 50 years ago. 

assert their rights. The But even now it is not t<K) 

law is on their side. la te. 


cannot possibly allow the 
decree of death. Women 
of Bangladesh should join 
hands with Nasreen and 
fight for their rights. 
Kishor Kumar Das, 
Forbesganj (Bihar) 

U Tasiima Nasreen has 
said that her favourite 
dream is, "A world with¬ 
out religion." It is true 
that, with the passage of 
time, the word 'religion' 
has lost its true meaning. 
Some litter has been add¬ 
ed to the sacred soil of 
religion. 

It is not logical to wipe 
away religion itself from 
the world merely because 
it has got adulterated. It 
will be more reasoitable 
to remove the evils per¬ 
petrated in the name of 
religion. 

Subama Laha, 

Calcutta 

■ A world without relig¬ 
ion cannot be a reality. 
Every religion in the 
world says that one 
should love mankind. 


her country. The phenomenon of 

The plain truth is that, opposition is nothing 
the plight of women is the unusual, and must be 

same in Bangladesh, Paki- expet'tcd whenever one 
Stan and India. The esta- stands up for a just cause, 

blishment, the coaserva- MS. Quraishy, 

fives and the orthodox Calcutta 

oppose any change most¬ 
ly due to a lack of know- ■ A Tasiima, I personally 
ledge. Part of the fault lies feel, should have been 


G. Sampang, Prophets down the centu- 

Imphal (Manipur) nes have tried guiding us 

toward.s that end, how- 

■ The fatuKi on Tasiima ever unsuccessfully. 

Nasreen only goes to prtv I think, a world with- 
ve that the Muslim fana- out dangerous politics 

tics are terrified of their would be .something to 
misdeeds being exposed. look forward to. 

Even though I have not Md. Tanweer, 
read the (Juran, 1 feel it Calcutta 
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NOWHERE IN INDIA 
has the passage of a 
railway line been as 
controversial as in Goa 
today. The debate over 
the environmental 
pros and cons of a rail¬ 
road running adjacent 
to the shoreline has 
generated such a soci¬ 
al and communal divi¬ 
de that Goa's peace 
and serenity are 
seriously threatened. TheOoa beach: WllUtbe all grey soon? 

The controversy refuses to die down even though three govern 
ment- appointed review committees have upheld the shoreline rail 
route. The latest was, in fact, the one-man Oza Commission, but its 
go-ahead for the route has not been accepted by the agitating 
groups, even though the Congress government in the state has 
reluctantly accepted it. 

The need of the hour in Goa today is to pacify the agitated j?eople 
and convince them to go along with the current route. 

Whatever the shortcomings of the Oza Commission, the political 
and social reality of Goa is such that any decision to change the cur¬ 
rent rail route would have emboldened the conununal forces which 
have already been wreaking damage in other parts of the country. 

The Rs 1,800 crore controversial Konkan Railway is a 
760-km-long broad gauge line being constructed on India's 



A typical Goa village: Will the beality last? 



west coast from Roha 
in Maharashtra to 
Mangalore in Karnata¬ 
ka. Not only will the 
rail route permit trans¬ 
portation of goods and 
facilities to some of the 
most backward reg¬ 
ions in the country and 
promote industrialisa¬ 
tion, it will also reduce 
rail distances 

significantly. 


s 


For example, the distance between 
Mangalore ind Ahmedabad will be 
shortened by 1,295 kms; between 
Mangalore and Delhi by 784 kms and 
between Cochin and Bombay by 513 
kms. For Goa, in particular, the advan¬ 
tages will be manifold as this will be its 
first broad gauge railroad. 

So far, there has only been the nar¬ 
row gauge and that, too, on a very 
short stretch running horizontally 
through the state. The proposed broad 
gauge rail route will provide a big 
reli^ to commuters between Goa and 
Bombay who currently have to under¬ 
take a backbreaking 1 ^hour journey 
by bus. 

However, fierce opposition had 
brought the construction of the broad 
gague railway line to a grinding halt 
for the last several months and delay' 
ed the project by nearly a year. The con¬ 
troversy wasovera 54-km-long, heavi¬ 
ly populated coastal stretch from 
Mayem in North Central Goa to Balli 
in ^uth Central Goa. 

Initially, only local communities for¬ 
ced to abdicate their lands for extreme¬ 
ly low compensation and faced with 
the prospect of a permanent division 
of their villages by the fast-running 
trains had oppos^ the railway line. 
But, soon, the issue was joined by envi¬ 
ronmentalists, who voiced a serious 
concern about the impact of the rail¬ 
road on Goa's thickly populated 
coastline. 

Before the issue could be addressed 
in a dispassionate fashion, the Church 
made the mistake of joining it on the 
plea that it could not remain indiffer¬ 
ent when people's lives were being 
affected. The majority of the people liv¬ 
ing in the areas the rail route was to cut 
through were Catholics, but what the 
elements bent on exploiting the situa¬ 
tion conveniently overlooked was that 
many Hindu families also resided in 
the area and were keen on a change of 
route. 

The Church, however, had made 
the first mistake and its entry immedia¬ 
tely lent the issue emotional, and even 
communal, colour. Tbe Roman Catho¬ 
lic Church in Goa has a long history of 
involvement in social issues. But in 
this case it went too far. 

For example, at one point, the Chur¬ 
ch went to the extent of issuing a direc¬ 
tive to the Catholic MLAs to resign in 
order to put pressure on the govern¬ 
ment to mange the rail route. And 
what is worse, the objections were rais¬ 
ed after a lot of work on the rail route 
had already been done. 

The Church also seemed to have for¬ 
gotten the political realities in thecoun- 
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try while making its intervention. 
Though Goa had remained relatively 
peaceful after the Ayodhya incident 
last December, subtle things were hap 
pening below the surface in Goa, too. 

An MLA of the Maharashtrawadi 
Gomantak Party (MGP), considered 
soft-saffron, had participated in the 
demolition of the Babri Masjid and the 
BJP was dying to make its presence felt 
in Goa. 

The Church also overlooked the 
Shiv Sena, which had been long wait¬ 
ing for just such an issue to crop up in 
Goa so that it could exploit it. As soon 


as the Church took a stand, the Shiv 
Sena made it known that if the rail¬ 
road was shifted from the coastal are 
to the midland or the hinterland, 
which are Hindu-majority areas, it 
would protest tooth and nail. 

E nvironmentalists opposed to the 
shoreline route have raised three 
issues. One, the system of khazan 
lands unique to Goa may be perma¬ 
nently lost. Two, the Caramt^lim 
Lake, a significant migratory point ft 
the birds in winter will be affected. 
And three, the cultural and historica 



T_ 

JHh. he proposed broad gauge rail route will 
provide a big relief to conunuters between Goa and 
Bombay who currently have to undertake a 
backbreaking 16-hour journey by bus 


sites of old Goa, like the Church of 
Bom Jesus where St Francis Xavier's 
embalmed body is k^t, will be 
endangered by the vibrations’of the 
current rail route. 

The last issue directly concerns the 
Church in Goa. Interestingly enough, 
these threats have been . ■ • in ingly 
countered by some rep. iron- 

mentalists. Dr B.N. De.'-. ..ctor. 
National Institute of Ocl,. ; . i^rophy, 
Panaji, says, "My scientific observa¬ 
tion is that the current rail route does 
not endanger Goa's environment. I 
am not saying the environment won't 


be affected at all, but that the harm 
would be greater if the other routes are 
pursued." 

Dr Desai was also a member of an 
independent panel of experts which 
examined the environmentalists' 
objections and, by a majority opinion. 


supported the curent rail route. The 
panel had been appointed by the 
Union Environment Ministry. 

A resident’of Goa for more than a 
decade now, he says the railway will 
bring immense benefits to his state. 
"Considering the trade-offe on the cur- 







rent rail route between environment 
and development, 1 feel the railway 
will be extremely beneficial for Goa." 

Specifically on khazan lands, he. 
says, 'They are not khazana (wealth) 
lands as some environmentalists are 
are trying to portray them to be." Kha¬ 
zan lands are coastal saline soil areas 
reclaimed by ancient settlers from mar¬ 
shy lands in the flood plains of major 
rivers and estuaries. Elsewhere in the 
country, they are known as 'khar' 
lands. 

In all, there are about 18,000 hecta¬ 
res of khazan lands in Goa, of which 
only about 100 ha will be destroyed 
and 6,0(K) ha cut off from the main 
body due to the current rail route. 

Goan activists like Bonny Menezes 
regret that a paddy variety cultivated 
on this land will be lost forever due to 
the rail route. However, this paddy is 
extremely low grade, labour intensive 
and low yielding, eaten only by the 
poor. Besides, more and more people 
are giving up paddy cultivation in 
favour of pisciculture and in some 
areas it is being reclaimed for real 
estate. 

The worry over the impact of the 
railway line on Carambolin Lake is 
not entirely misplaced. Even though 
the track is going past one side of the 
lake, the noise of high speed trains will 
definitely scare away the birds. Advo¬ 
cates of the current route, however, 
argue that the lake is actually a 
waterlogged marsh, which is fast silt¬ 
ing and that it will not be in existence 
one day, irrespective of whether or not 
the railway line goes that way. 

Similarly, the fears about the effect 
of train vibrations on the old buildings 
and structure of old Goa are also high¬ 
ly exaggerated and unreal. The distan¬ 
ce between the railway track and these 
archaelogical sites is going to be 1.3 
kms, whereas a railway line passes 
only within 130 m. of the Taj Mahal. 

"We are following accepted para¬ 
meters," says a Konkan Railway Cor¬ 
poration spokesman in Goa. "Even so, 
we are willing to take any engineering 
measures necessary to r^uce the 
vibration impact on old Churches." 

The most valid environmental objec¬ 
tion against the current coastline route 
has b^n raised by Claude Alvarez of 
the Goa Foundation, whose personal 
integrity is acknowledged even by his 
opponents. Alvarez points out that 
coastal Goa is not only overpopulated, 
but also has the highest gross domes¬ 
tic product in the state. "Nearly 70 per 
, cent of the state's total population 
lives in the current rail route area and 


is largely well off," he says. "Building 
a railway line in this area would put 
unbearable development and popula¬ 
tion pressures which this sensitive 
environmental region would not be 
able to bear." 

Besides, shifting the rail route to the 
midland or hinterland Goa which is 
underdeveloped, will ensure even 
development and population distribu¬ 
tion in the state. The concept of deve¬ 
lopment that Alvarez is advocating is 
basically sound, but is not readily 
accepted in underdeveloped India 
where old economic thinking persists; 

Not only do people want the conve¬ 
nience of having services right at their 


doorstep, proponents of the current 
rail route argue that taking it away 
from the populated coastal region 
would unnecessarily increase the tra¬ 
velling cost for the public, who will 
first have to go by bus or private trans¬ 
port to the railway station to catch the 
train. 

"It would be like asking a Delhiite tc 
catch a train in Mathura or Agra," said 
rt Konkan Railway Corporation's 
media advisor. Environmentalists 
who are opposing the current route 
are also ignoring the fact that the majo¬ 
rity opinion is not in their favour. 
Except for the short stretch where com- 


The Church of Bom Jesus in Old Goa which may be affected 
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early 70 per cent the state’s total population lives in the current rail 
route area and is largely well off/ says Claude Alvarez. ^Building a railway line in 
this area would put unbearable development and population pressures which this 
sensitive environmental region would not be able to bear’ 


munilies are directly affected, the a change of route now. Surely, it is not 

majority of Goans want the railway to their case that environment is above 
follow the coastal route. social harmony. Moreover, so much 

Environemtnalists would do well to money has already been pumped into 
take cognizance of the social and com- the old route that changing it now 

munal divide that the issue had gene- would seem unjustified in a poor coun- 
rated and not pursue their demand for try like ours. 




Village panch Santoah Desai: 
Supporting the current route 


Tn private, the Sena leaders confess- 
JLed that a change in alignment would 
be a godsend for them to build grass¬ 
roots support in Goa. The Opposition 
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak Party 
(MGP) was also forced to take a stand 
against a change of route, as it feared 
the Sena would make inroads into its 
Hindu support base. The Church's 
misguided entry into the controversy 
was prompted by an environmental 
group and also some Congress politici¬ 
ans who sought to hide behind the fig- 
leaf of environmental issues. 

But the situation in Goa had become 
so communally sensitive that environ¬ 
mental issues were completely befud¬ 
dled. And the best solution was to con¬ 
tinue with the current route, whatever 
its shortcomings, rather than complic¬ 
ate matters and prolong the controver¬ 
sy by considering the other options. 
TThe Oza Commission's recommenda¬ 
tion in favour of the current route was 
obviously difficult for the Congress 
government in Goa to accept. 

Having once staked its prestige 
over it and declared that the current 
route could otdy continue over his 
dead body, chief minister Wilfred 
D'Souza has obviously had to swal¬ 
low a bitter pill in acceptinjg the recom¬ 
mendation. It is to the credit of the Con- 
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he Church must back out of this issue in Goa’s 
best interest It seems to be ignoring the fedfings of 
many Catholics in Goa who not only disagree with its 
demand for a change of route, but also resent the 
manner in which it has spoken from the pulpit on this 
issue. Teople who disagreed with the Church’s stance,’ 
local journalists who share the faith, point out, *were 
literally pulled up from their seats by the priests during 
the Sunday mass and humiliated’ 


grass government at the Centre and 
the state that it has not tried to prolong 
the acceptance of the report until after 
the Assembly elections, due in a year's 
time. 

A Church-backed citizen's group 
which was spearheading the agitation 
against the current rail route has, 
however, made known its decision to 
continue the agitation against it. It is to 
be hoped that the threat is more in the 
nature of face-saving and will not be 
carried out. The Church must back out 
of this issue in Goa's best interest. It 
seems to be ignoring the feelings of 
many Catholics in Goa who not only 
disagree with its demand for a change 


of route, but also resent the manner in 
which it has spoken from the pulpit on 
this issue. 

"People who disagreed with the 
Church's'stance," local journalists 
who share the faith, point out, "were 
literally pulled up from their seats by 
the priests during the Sunday mass 
and humiliated." However, despite 
its foolhardy approach, the Church's 
reaction is quite understandable at 
another level. Its stated concerns were 
for the people, but it was also worried 
about its diminishing territory and 
influence. 

The Catholic population in Goa has 
been rapidly declining. From .12 per 


cent Catholics in Goa at the time of 
Goa's integration with India, the num¬ 
bers are now down to 23 per cent. 

The migration of Goans to countries 
abroad is only partly responsible for 
the decline. Ine continuing influx of 
non-Goans is also responsible for the 
declining percentage of Catholics. 

Catholics fear that their Portuguese 
heritage would be endangered by 'out¬ 
siders'. In such a scenario, the arrival 
of fast-moving trains conjures up in 
their minds images of poor labourers 
arriving in droves. 'Trom a paradise," 
locals state, "we’ll degenerate into 
slums and the slums will give rise to 
diseases. Goa's tranquillity will be lost 
forever." 

The deterioration of Madgaon port, 
where slums and red-light areas 
abound, only strengthens their fears. 
"Goa is small," says Josephine Pareira 
in Cortali xallage of south Goa, "and 
it's still golden. We would like it to 
stay this way, even if it means I under¬ 
take a 16-hour journey to reach Bom¬ 
bay to meet my daughter." 

These fears have also to be under¬ 
stood in the light of the fact that the 
total size of Goa is less than that of any 
district of Maharashtra. It is extremely 
easy to change the composition of 
such a small state. ■ 
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Do you want to know where Calcutta's elite 
are buying Gold& Diamond Jewellery? 


You do uot need to spend time looking everywhere. 
Once you visit us, you will soon learn what the latest 
trend is in Gold and Diamond Jewellery, 

The meltingorrefiningpuiity of our 22/22K ornaments is 
91.66% 

Nemichand Bamalwa & Sons 
MJewellers 

» . ^g*^**^ , ■: jP New B.K. Market, Srd Floor 

16-A, Shakespeare Sarahi 
(Junction of.Theatre Hoad and Pretoria Street) 
Calcutta - 700 071; Phone : 242^3388 


For the highest standards of purity in gold ornaments 
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Kao TEMPLE, 
CX)SSIPORE 


C hitteshwari Temple, on the bank of 
River Hooghly in Bagbazar, norti\ 
Calcutta, was initially surrounded by 
dense forests. It was extrmiely difficult for 
any worshipper to visit the tanple as the area 
was also inteted by thugs and aacc^s. 
Pilgrims, tourists, sadhus 4 nd sanvaais were 
subjcxted to various types of harassment 
at the hands of dacoits. 

It is believed that the notorious dacoit, 
Chitu, lived here. HeandhisgangviitiiaUy 
ruled the area around Coattpore and Chit^. 
They established idols of various gods and 
goddesses, and let loose a reign of terror. It is 
also said that ttiere was a police outtx»t to the 
north of one Bamandas Mukhopadnyay's 
lesidence on Cossiptne Road, And In one of 
the looms of dds ouinntt was a Ungam. 

The in a c rip ti s ms on t|to plaque cwttride die 


room mentioned ttiat the idol of Lord 
Mahadeva had been installed by yetanoihar • 
notorious dacoit, Raghu 
Besides, dacc^ts were in total contrcd of the 
areas adjoining Baranagar and Cossipote. the 


name of the sdler as Raghunath Saidas, sidio 
was pe^nilariy known as dacoit Ra^ui. 


However, mev had also built temples <tf Sld«e 
and Durga. like the one of Godd^ 
Chitteshwaii, who %vas worshipped as 
Goddesi Dutga by dacoit CMht. 

The slwt(h shorn the huMicius KaB Tempfav 
buitt by Chitu, in Cosdpore. 




































Aries 

March21—April 20 

Mars, signifying 
expansion at all levels, 
is very favourably 
disposed. Trips, ties, 
foreign collatorations, 
new ventures, opening 
a branch and restructuring your office are 
definitely on the cards. December 7 to 10 
will be your best dajrs for all these. March 
right ahead! 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

You will tackle knotty 
issues and naughty 
men with equal power 
as Moon conjuncts both 
Mercury and Venus 
simultaneously. Loans, 
funds, capital formation, shifts, moves 
and a lot of fun are foretold. Children and 
hobbies give a great deal of joy. Take care 
•of your health. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

You will at least survive 
the probable collision of 
a comet and Jupiter. 
Personal partnerships, 
business associations, 
links and tie-ups, 
long-distance trips and connections, 
plenty of publicity and hogmg the 
limelight are the directions tot you this 
week. 

Cancer 

June 21—July 20 

f m-m The Moon's last quarter 
1 ■ fits in perfectly with 

your style of lundling 
opponents and bashing 
them up if necessary. _ 
Also in focus are your 
ob, news and views, contacts and 
contracts, new assignments and pending 
work. Take care of your health as it might 
pose a few hazards. 




Leo 

July 21—August 21 

Go in for a linguistic 
research as the 
Mercury-Sun-Venus 
trio in your slot of 
higher learning do 
favour it. Apply your 
mind to inventions, new products, 
different images and concepts, tackling a 
plethora of plans and ideas, which are so 
necessary in a different kind of work. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

1 The Moon-Jupiter 
conjunction helps you 
immensely. WIdle 
transfers, renovation, 
BO^r decoration, alteration, 
buying and selling of 
house or office will be very important 
now, tremendous confidence will g^ve 
you just that extra edge over your rivals 
and competitors. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

You will exhibit the 
grace of Azharuddin in 
\ scoring, whether in the 

field of love, money, 
* i " relationships, health, 

_aSa—J pets or projects. 

Expenses will be heavy but well worth it. 
You will be thinking of or taking on 
added responsibilities, family and 
jobwise. Progress will be sure. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

You will be upto your 
eyes and ears in 
working out a strategy 
to demolish your rivals 
in love, work, play and 

_entertainment of any 

kind. A course in self-improvement, 
yoga, meditation or the arts would 
ideal, as Jupiter, Western astrology, is in 
your sigp now. 



Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Actors can be one-up on 
Raj Kapoor and Dilip 
Kumar, emote 
superbly, do a 
tragi<omedy with ease 
and win applause. Most 
Sagittarians will have an upsurge of 
vitality and ideas and that will enable 
them to put in outstanding work, as 
Mars, the energi,ser, is in your sign. 

Capricorn 

December21—Jantary 19 

Sit Kapil Dev, your 

V chance to break records 

V in your field of 
endeavour is at hand, as 
Jupiter is in fine placing 

. J with Uranus and 

Neptune, the duo m your sign. Travel, 
expenses, rendezvous, negotiations, 
bargains, settlements and an important 
tete-a-tete are on the cards now. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

You will reah.se that 
you were not bom to 
blush unseen and waste 
your fragrance in the 
desert air. You will now 

_ SBk - get recognition for 

services renderecrand duty faithfully 
carried out amid serious adversity. 
Friends, well-wishers, your beloved and 
your boss will support you. 

LHsces 

February 19—March 20 

A«II3Bn hloon is in fine 

placing with your main 
planet, N^tune, and so 
W you will find sermons 
in stones and good in 
^ I everything. Chn the 
practical and material levels, 
advancement, progress and the comforts 
of life are foretold. Clearly, this is a time to 
push ahead. 


BIRTHDAYS 


Dece tkb e r S! Moon in bad placing with nato suggests 
initial struggles and misundentandtagS whudt oouMiinalGe 
things difficult. Be tac^. 

December 6: Moon's last quarter makes you imi^eiis 
and motivated, and wccess ww be with ymi. Be toteranf and 
compassionate towards criers. 

ilecewiber 7S; You overocune tiiequirks of fate and carry tilt 
battle finally into the eneiny'scfinp! Mardiforwiaid. Rmwinee 
Uoosns armmd May. 

December 8: Love, motwy, travel and recognttionme 


iitiofoqUB,lMti 


you as* 


du wld have to work for all thiU;. You 
^IhMttot^befatal. 
ijpeeaasa^and a tou{^ turnuf esneutv 
fas Saturn stands by you witii 


ZllBMMMPM*2arMoanaanjunc4Jiqtiler,tiiegoodludc 
pianatrmulHilg In tiletide^iteg yw way. You can h^ the 
tklabf wdbndjgititaia yoiff time. 

Devemberti: A bh ll ^ iwaerfwctttaneBtand tremoidous 
|KiitHdliiy»Jitwori^1cw)*>phqr,adtiBgor riM «« ni ari »^ ^ 
Vbu wiiff l iw dldtey wy for fitium. 














F^us 

fflniNGTHE 

JACKPOT! 


is no live gaming, but rou¬ 
lette can & played on 
electronic machines. If you 
hit a jackpot, music and 
lights spring to life to 
announce that the winner 
will be walking away with 
an amount that could be as 
high as Rs. 2.5 lakh. 

In India, where casinos 
have been banned and lotte¬ 
ries are often called state- 
sponsored gambling, a 
large number of people are 
known to bet illegally. 


Goa has notched up another first in India, and added another attraction to its 
beaches and bars: a casino. Jagdish Rattanani feels The Goa Nugget tvill be a 
special draw for Nepal-spellbound Calcuttans 



oa Renaissance 
RestJrt, a five- 
star deluxe 
resort hotel on 
Goa's Colva beach, has 
India's first casino. 

But the hotel can't call it 
one; the place is officially 
referred to in the resort's 
literature as "entertain¬ 
ment centre". Managers 
say it is already attracting a 
large number of tourists. 

Named 'The Goa Nugget, 
the casino has a designer 
pub, American slot machi¬ 
nes and British operators in 
an ambience that is said to 
mirror the colour and 
lights of Las Vegas, the casi¬ 
no capital of the US. 

"You'd think you were in 
Las Vegas though on a 
much smaller scale," says 


Sunder G. Advani,the 
chairman and managing 
director of Ramada Hotels 
(India) Ltd, which runs 
Goa Renaissance Resort. 


The casino was opened 
in July this year at the 
height of the monsoons 
when occupancy in Goa's 
hotels usually dips. Adva- 
ni's firm says occupancy 
this September was 54 per 
cent as against last year's 52 
per cent for the same 
month, a jump they attri¬ 
bute directly to The Goa 
Nugget. 

The Goagovemment is 
said to have is.sued 10 licen¬ 
ces for casinos in the state, 
setting a limit of 200 machi¬ 
nes. Advani's is the only to 
have taken off, adding a 
new night-long entertain¬ 
ment opportunity to a holi¬ 
day station known for its 
beaches and bars. 

It has 20 machines. There 


With options available, 
Advani feels people will 
come rushing in. 

'There is not not a single 
iota of doubt in my mind 
that the reason why Indi¬ 
ans, and especially Calai- 
tans, go to Nepal is because 
the country offers casinos," 
he says. His company has 
now opened a 'member¬ 
ship' scheme for indivi¬ 
duals and companies to 
popularise The Goa Nug¬ 
get and bring in customers 
during the lean season. 

Those seeking to be mem¬ 
bers must give an interest- 
free deposit of Rs. 50,0CX1. 
This will bring a free three 
nights/four days package 
for two once every year 
from April through Octo¬ 
ber for five years, covering 
room, all buffet meals, 
taxes and airport transfers. 
Besides, members can 
bring in children below 12 
sharing the parente room 
free, arid get free entrance 
to The Goa Nugget and free 
chips worth Rs. 5(X) for use 
during every stay, among 
other discounts and facili¬ 
ties. The deposit is to be 
refunded after five years. 

Advani says he has 
already enrolled 40 mem¬ 
bers in the last 10 days since 
the scheme opened. Proof 
enough. Or do you want to 
bet on that, too? ■ 
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CHOOSING IT 


J ust as we fertilise gar¬ 
dens to give nature a 
boost, throughout hu - 
man history f^ple have 
used a host of tricks to enh¬ 
ance sexual desire. 

Be they tantalising 
scents, soothing lights, sen¬ 
suous music, stunulating 
drugs, herbs, foods, drii^ 
or even exercise, these 
tricks of the sexual trade 
are known as aphrodisiacs. 

The name comes from 
Aphrodite, the Greek god¬ 
dess of physical love. With 
low sexual desire now a 
leading f:«ychiatric com¬ 
plaint, miluons of Ameri¬ 
cans are seeking ways to 
excite their sex drives. 

Many of the reputed 
aphrodisiacs, like ginseng 
and yohimbine, have been 
used for centuries by primi¬ 
tive —and not so primi¬ 
tive —culhues to enhance 
sexual interest and perfor¬ 
mance. Yet few have been 
put through a true sdenti- 
nc test. 

Even if a researcher were 
intent on properly explor¬ 
ing a substance's stimulato¬ 
ry potential, it would be 
quite a challenge to come 
up with accurate and repro¬ 
ducible data on its effects 
le. 

therapists, among 
others, maintain that the 
mind is the primary source 
of sexual arousal, so any 
test of a suspected aphrodi¬ 
siac would also have to 
measure the placebo effect, 
the stimulation that results 
from Just thinking one is 
being exposed to someth - 
ing that ignites desire. 

Reviewing reputed 
aphrodisiacs sold as non- 
prescription drugs, an advi¬ 
sory panel for the Food and 
Drug Administration 
found in 1982 that only two 
studies had made a saenti- 
fic attempt to demonstrate 
specific aphrodisiac action. 

One focused on a pro¬ 
duct combining memyl- 
testosterone, yohimbme 


RIGHT 


Jane K Brody takes 
a new look at an 
old quest for 
sexual stimulants 


hydrochloride and nux 
vomica, the other on an 
extract of a plant called the 
Pt^a Palp plant. 

Both studies were said to 
have serious deficiencies; 
the panel concluded that all 
drugs alleged to be aphro¬ 
disiacs when taken internal¬ 
ly should be categorised as 
'’not recognised as safe or 
effective'. 

Given a bck of research, 
not much has changed 
since. Currently, the evid¬ 
ence in support of most 


aphrodisiacs is anecdotal, 
so the placebo effect cannot 
be ruled out. A person tries 
something reputed to be a 
tum-on, feels turned on 
and declares it an 
aphrodisiac. 

However, some substan¬ 
ces and other less tangible 
things, like exercise, have 
biological effects that could 
conceivably help the sex 
drive. 

For example, some herbs 
and drugs contain substan¬ 
ces that nave mild 


testosterone-like effect. 
Although testosterone is 
classifira as a male sex hor¬ 
mone, women prcxiuce it 
as well, and it servra as the 
primary fuel for libido in 
Doth sexees. 

Dr Helen Singer Kaplan, 
director of the human 
sexuality programme at 
New York Hospital- 
Comell Medicm Center, 
said, "Certain drugs are 
known to increase sexual 
desire by acting on the 
brain's '^x centre' in the 


iithalamus." 
he emerging under- 
; of tne biochemis- 


hypoti 
iT\e 

standing ( 
try of the brain has shown 
that drugs that are thought 
to interact primarily witn 
receptors for dopamine, a 
neurotransmitter that 
helps brain cells aimmunic- 
ate with each other, can sti¬ 
mulate the sex drive, 
although in most cases this 
is an undesirable side 
effect. Among those 
drugs are an antidepress¬ 
ant called Wellbutnn 
(bupropion) and an anti- 
Parkinson's drug called 
Eldepryl (sel^ane), 
whereas those that act pri¬ 
marily on serotonin recep¬ 
tors —most notably the 
antidepressant Pro¬ 
zac—appear to depress 
the sex drive severdy. 

Most drug companies 
are reluctant to test potenti¬ 
al aphrodisiacs, Dt ^plan 
said, "because they don't 
want to be accused of sell¬ 
ing chemical sex". Also, 
she said, "The drug wotild 
have to be selective—able 
to increase flagging desire 
Init not make nom^ 
people hypersexual." 

(New York Times News Service) 
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VIDEOS 


Remains of the Day; Emma 
Thompson and Sir Antho¬ 
ny Hopkins star. You guess¬ 
ed it. Remains of the D^ is 
from Merchant-Ivory, who 
re-team to once again cast 
the famed twosome of their 
very own Howards End in 
this drama written by Ruth 
Frawar Jhabvala from the 
novel by Kazuo Ishiguro. 

Sir Anthony pla)rs a 
devoted butler who reflects 
on his life of service and 
missed opportunities— he 
was in love with the 
housekeeper (Thompson) 
and he keeps it a secret for a 
long 30 years or so. 
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FASHION 


R h moiWNriMt wMs to her 
pMid conebwk to IMl altar 


Fancy footwork: That mad¬ 
cap designer (or is that tau¬ 
tology?), Oiristian Loubou- 
tin, known for his way-out 
and artful shoes, has taken 
his store to Manhattan's 
Upper East Side for the first 
time. 

Whatever for? What's he 
got to craze you up this 
time? Zodiac shoes! So that 
you can wear your sign on 
your shoe instead of your 
heart on your sleeve. 

The silk pumps are fitted 
with snaps, onto which 
embroidered insignias bea¬ 
ring one's astrological sym¬ 
bol are rigged. 

Louboutin, who has 
already been deluged with 
advance orders. 































































I SHOP THEREFORE I AM 


In Atnerktt's toughest city, even Mother Teresa 
tries to get a little edge. 

Time magazine 

When I mooed to New York,baxdcml%l, I remem¬ 
ber saying that 90 per cent of the people walking 
along the street in Manhattan would be interview¬ 
ed in any other town, and the other 10 per cent 
would be arrested. It's got a lot xveirder since then. 

Calvin Trillin 

New York, Summer 1987 

ith no prospects, I bought a 
Kuwait Airlines ticket to New 
York in search of work and the 
American Dream. I boarded the 
747 and decided to celebrate my decision to 
starts new life. 

"Assalamu aleikum. Wa-rahmatullahi wa- 
barakatuh (Greetings. God's mercy and his bles¬ 
sing). What would you like to drink?" the ste¬ 
wardess asked. 

"Champagne, please." 

"Orange juice or water," she replied. 

I should have known better. Even over the 
Atlantic from London to New York the Arab 
airline was 'dry'. 

Nowadays each airline likes to stress its indi¬ 
vidual identity. Kuwait offers an in-flight 
mosque service. Every announcement by the 
cabin staff or pilot was preceded by the Kora¬ 
nic invocation, "Bismillah Rahman i Rahim —In 
the name of Allah, The Most Merciful and 
Benevolent," and so before landing, as before 
take-off and at mealtimes, Allah was invoked 
to protect us from bad food aiKl turbulence. 

On our final approach to J.F. Kennedy Air¬ 
port the captain made his last announcement, 
"In the name of Allah The Most Merciful and 
Benevolent, we will be landing at New York's 
John F. Kennedy Airport." 

We arrived in the middle of the night and 
the international arrivals terminal was popula¬ 
ted by every sort of tout: hotel agents and so- 
called 'gypsy cab' drivers who for $60, nearly 
three times the regular fare, would drop you 
in Manhattan. With not enough money for a 
ticket on the airport bus. 1 had to make my 
way to Queens where I could catch the E or F 
train into town. 

To arrive in Manhattan at night is to be con¬ 
fronted by a dramatic and glittering skyline 
reaching to the heavens, home to the richest 
city in the world; to take the subway is to 
descend into a subterranean hell. At 2 am the 
subway is a dormitory for the homeless, each 
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carriage and station filled with people either 
slouched over the seats or stretched across a 
bench. I bought my token from the bulletproof 
kiosk. Smart New York subway riders, I have 
been told, carry two guns, in case one is stolen. 
At Queens Plaza where I had to change I notic¬ 
ed that each train had its quota of policemen 
or Guardian Angels, a vigilante group noted 
for their adept use of the martial arts. Whereas 
JFK had been lacking in bilingual signs, the 
subway trains' advertisements are more often 
than not in Spanish. We came to a stop under 
the East River in the tunnel. I surv^ed the 
panoply of Help-line telephone numbers for 
Hispanics, Blades, children, the disabled, sin¬ 
gle women, foreigners, gays and The Coidi- 
tion for the Homeless, 'l^e Food and Hunger 
Hotline, The Drug-Alcohol Hotline, same^ay 
hernia surgery by a Board CertiBed Surgeon 
and an advertisement for roach killers called 












COMBAT. AsaMsLeeRubensteintoIdus: “A 
roa^ crawled across my son's birthday cake. 
Everybody saw that roach on the cake, my 
mother, my in-iaws, my friends, my nei^- 
bours. I was so embarrassed I dropped me 
cake and burst into tears. That'll never hwpen 
again thanks to Combat...COMBAT...THE 
l^L SOLUTION." "Round the dock kiUing 
for three long months," read the ad for ano¬ 



ther specific “contra las cucurachas, GARANTI- 
ZA hMTARIAS todos /os dk$...24 hora al dm." 1 
' guessed there were a lot of cockroaches in the 
Big Apple. 

Twenty minutes later the train still hadn't 
moved. Over the crackling PA system our 
driver informed us that a man had committed 
suidde by jumping into the path of the train in 
front of us. We would ha ve to return to 
Queens Plaza and take a differmt line. As our 
driver passed through our carriage I asked 
what had happened. He told me, "I guess , 
some people prefer to go by train." 

At 4 am I mially arrived at my aunt's. The 
combination of jet lag, tiredness, but also the 
fear and exdtement of being in a new dty with 
the daimting prospect of finding work, made 
for a sleepless night, and I set out from my 
aunt's after an eaiiy breakfast. My first stop 
would be at Paul Smith's, the recently-opmed 


In die United 
States one 
person dies from 
gunshot wounds 
every .16 
minutes. More 
poignandy, 
more people die 
from gunshot 
wouimLs and are 
murdered each 
year in New 
York City than 
Soviet soldiers 
were killed 
annually in thdr 
war with 
Afghanistan.... I 
discovered later 
whilst on a 
lecture tour in 
Florida that 1 
could Iniy an 
AK-47 

semi-autoauitic 
assault rifle fw 
lessnumeyin 
West Palm 
Beadithanl 
could in either 
war>t(»ii 
Afj^mnistan (M* 
Pakistan, and 
whafsmore,! 
could pay by 
credited 


shop of the English dothes designer from Not- 
tin^iam and Covent Garden in London 
where Ginny, the sister of my ex-girlfiriend 
Noo, worked as manageress. 

I strode purposefully down Fifth Avenue 
towards the comer of Bfth and 16th Street. It 
is along Fifth Avenue that you can buy a fur 
coat with a bulletproof lining; other shops 
require you to make an appointment to gain 
entrance. But for every Cartier or Gued there 
are a dozen street vendors selling imitations of 
the latest status symbol for a hutmredth of the 
cost. 1 passed beneath the fantastic skyscra¬ 
pers, homes to millionaires, which create vast 
crevasses, canyons of streete where the home¬ 
less and destitute lie. The American Dream is 
and has always been, for many, something of 
a nightmare. 

It was a stroke of good luck that when 1 
reached Paul Smith their cashier had just 
dedded to walk out There was no time to pon¬ 
der the offer of this job, debate the terms and 
conditions. 1 was down to spare change, and 
even though 1 had never been a cashier was 
prepared to try my hand at anything. 

I settled into the job quickly. Ginny, Pam, 
Naomi, Richard and AI had dl defected en 
masse firom another fashion designer's shop to 
join Paul Smith. And Steve, an ex-student 
from the Brighton School of Art, had been 
flown in h’om the Covent Garden shop to be in 
charge of fitting men's suits. From what I 
understood about the opening night, the 
crush from the throngs of fashion victims 
resembled a much coveted artist's private 
view, with the crowds pressing to get into the 
shop which was decorated with display cases 
and cabinets imported from old Newcastle 
chemists and herbalists. 

The shop had quickly become something of 
a cult. Not only were the clothes for sale, inclu¬ 
ding stylish 1940s gabardine suits and 
waistcoats, but also the Billy Bunter and Big¬ 
gies books as well as a book on semaphore 
using Indian clubs, the paintings and Fomaset- 
ti neo-classic plates, and the furniture. Paul 
Smith had cleverly pinpointed his clientele: 
those who seek out designer toothpaste. 

Dinky toys, antique tie-pins, ostrich-, shark-, 
elephant- and snake-skin Filofaxes and hand¬ 
generated torches (Steve recommended this 
last item as a present for a Polish cat-bui^lar). 
The purchase of any of these small, frivolous 
fashion statements was intended to help the 
purchaser out of his or her depression. But 
more important to the success of the shop was 
the unorthodox sales pitch from Michael, who 
joined the team at the same time as myself. 

Michael J. Fox was from Providence, Rhode 
Island. He dressed in schoolboy shorts, black 
shirts and a BOY baseball cap with the peak jut¬ 
ting to the side. Michael lik^ to stroke the 
cashmere sweaters: "It's better than sex with 
myself." 

Although Ginny constantly reprimanded 
him for 'Bad Attitude'—his late arrival was 
usually heralded by the duunping House 

















Liberty...and licence to kill 


music from his shoulder-carried boom box— 
his honest approach, not to say his disarming 
sales technique, could not be faulted. He .soon 
had a list of devoted clients. When one of 
Michael's customers tried a shirt on for size 
and a.sked; "I>oes it fit?", if the shirt was too 
big Michael answered — "You'll grow into 
it," or if too small—"Well, you amid lose a bit 
of weight." 

If a customer, unable to make up his mind in 
front of a mirror, looked for reassurance or nee¬ 
ded advice, Michael, with a coy glint of mis¬ 
chief in his eye, told them; "It's a look." 

The success of the shop had an unexpected 
and sinister side effect. At night, when everyo¬ 
ne had left, one of the large plate glass display 
windows was regularly smashed, but inexpli¬ 
cably the most expensive items on display 
weren't always stolen. With no clues, we were 
left to guess whether the regular pattern of 
vandalism was a veiled signal from organised 
crime asking us for protection money; a junkie 
from the nearby methadone clinic; or an insur¬ 
ance scam involving a glassworks company. 

In the absence of any answers, the only solu¬ 
tion to be adopted before the sturdy metal 
shutters could be installed was to hire a couple 
from a security service. I say couple, because 
Frank, the security guard, called his partner 
and companion Big Bertha. Big Bertha, or 
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Kaboom, as we nicknamed her, was in fact a 
'piece'—a pump action rffle made for riot con¬ 
trol. Frank would arrive before closing time 
with his metallic guncase, his TV set and, 
unknown to us at the time, an addiction to a 
tel^hone chat line that was to cost the shop 
$4,000. Before we left the shop at closing time 
Frank, cradling Big Bertha, would assure us, 
"No one is going to mess with me and if they 
do they're going to meet Jesus." 

The shop opened at 10 o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing (by which time Big Bertha had been car^l- 
ly packed away and taken home). However, if 
you arrived early enough Omar, the cleaner— 
as well as being coach to Coquinbo United of 
the New York Chilean Indoor Soccer League 
and The Wanderers of the Oyster Bay Park 
Long Island League—did a great line in mas¬ 
sages. He would have us stretched out on the 
large table used for selling clothes to retailers 
and would then proceed to relieve pressure 
from our tired bones and muscles. Omar told 
me his magic conctxitjon was a gcK>d cure for 
arthritis. You may well ask what the magic 
ingredients were to Omar's particular potion. 

"You must crush two Cuban cigars into 
neat alcohol," Omar told me. 

"But what happens if you can't find Cuban 
cigars?" 1 asked. After all, Havana cigars arc 
contraband in the States. 

"That's not a problem," Omar said; "if you 
can't find Havaita cigars just use pot (marijua¬ 
na) instead." 

» If » 

A fter a few weeks the frenetic pace of New 
York life was beginning to take over; in 
addition to my doing overtime at Paul Smith, 
the early hours of the morning were taken up 
by a cleaning job and on my day off 1 was work¬ 
ing as an assistant to Barney, a picture resto¬ 
rer. However, there was still time for dates 
with JAPS—Jewish American Princesses, 
WASPS—While Anglo-Saxon Protestants, 
SINKS—Single Income No Kids, and Euro- 
Trash. Quite often the only time to call a girl¬ 
friend for a date was during the shop's lunch 
break. Ginny only allowed us short calls, but it 
wasn't always easy to disengage from a phone 
conversation. Julia, who liv^ on the Upper 
East Side of Manhattan, spent the better part 
of 10 minutes telling me about her impact aero¬ 
bics; "My biceps ne^ all the overload they can 
get. 1 bring my body to hitigue. My muscles 
bum and I cry from exhaustion..." but I kept 
her trim. Her biggest problem in life seem^ to 
be the $800 lace curtains that had shrunk two 
inches. When I hung up, the rest of Paul Smith 
could be heard saying goodbye to her on the 
phone—they had bren listening to us on the 
public address system Speak-a-Phone and the 
conversation had been heard throughout the 
shop. 

Ginny explained to Pam and me that hold¬ 
ing down two jobs was no excuse tor arriving 
late. One morning to save time 1 hopped into a 
cab. The driver was listening to a P«tul McCart¬ 
ney song on the radio. During one of the 




wne’s choruses the driver turned o me and 
if 1 understood the words. No, 1 could- 
nSke head or tail of it. As far as I could tell 
the choruses were 

the tune. The driver translated. IU shit all 
overyou...you mother f«**rs." He read my 
Sdermlnt in his rearview min^ ^ 
he explained, "you may wonder how 1 know. 
WelU'm from the planet Mars too. There are 
mlny of us here in New York and we take on 

'^HeSriS^':^eraldayslater,whil^^^^^ 

eoing home on the subway, a man Pjy 

carriage between stations. He was dr^sed m 
silver foil, wore twin antennae on 
and was playing the theme tune to The Tvjh 

ligM Zonfm his 

spare change. 

pd^ntly, more people die from gunshot 
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wounds and are murdered each year in 
York City than Soviet soldiers were i 

lure tour in Florida that I could buy an AK-47 

SSomatic assault rifle for less money m 

wSt Palm Beach than 1 could m either war- 
tnm Afehanistan or Pakistan, and what s 
more 1 could pay byaedit card. In some New 

York'neighbomhoods 

arp actu^lv lower than m developing 
countries. C>ne report shows that bla A men m 
Harlem have less chance d hving to 50 tha 
the inhabitants of Bangladesh. 

i wars and per9«mtion.> 
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NOTE: All arrival and depctrttirv ttftu’s are for (kilcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, / being Monday. 


INTERNATIONAL 


£ Am*lerdam>DeUii>Ciilcuita: 
Air. (7): KL-«75al0235. 

£ CaloitU'DcUii-Amsterdam: 
DM>.(7):KL-876at[mO. 
CaicntU-SIngapore; Dep. (4): 
SQ-420atl310. 
Singapore-Calcutta: Arr. (2): 
SQ416atl025. 

Delhi-Calcutta-Singapore: Arr. 
(l):AI-682atll45;Dep.(l): 
AI-430 at 1300; Arr. (5): AI-428 al 
0540; Dep. (5): Al-428 at 0650. 
Slngapore-Calcutta-Delhi; Arr. 

(5): Al-429 at 1625; Dep. (.5): 
AI-429at 1740. 

SingaporeCalcutta>Bombay; 
Arr. (1): AI-431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AMSlatOlOO. 

• Singapore-Dhaka-Calcutta: 
Arr.(4):SQ-420atl210. 

@ Calculta>Dhaka>Singapore: 
Dep. (2): SQ-416 at 1130. 
Bombay-Calcutta-Bangkok-To- 
kyo: Arr. (5): Al*306 at 1730; Dep. 

(5) :AI-306atl910. 
Tokyo-Bangkok-Calcutla'Bom- 
bay: Arr. (6); AI-309at 1825; Dep 

(6) :Al-309at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bombay-London>New 
Yorit: Dep. (2): Al-101 at 0100. 
Calcutta>Oelhi-Lqndon-New 
York: Dep. (5): Al- 

429/A1-187/AI-101 at 1740. 

Calattta-Bombay-Delhi-Londo 

n*New York; Dep. (6): Al- 

309/AI-lllatl930. 

Calculta'Delhi'Londaii'Toroiit 

o: Dep. (5); Al-429/Al-187at 

1740. 

Caicutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris: 
Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-147at 1930. 
Caicutta-Delhi-Rome-Geneva: 
Dep. (5); Al-429/Al-171 at 1740 
Calcutta-Delhi-Frankfuil-Paris: 
Dro. (5): AI-429/.AI-141 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paris-F- 
nnkfurt:Dep. (2).Ai- 
431 / AI-143 at 0100; Dep. (6); AI- 
309/Al-147atl930 
Calcutta-Bangkok; Dep. {2, 4.5. 
7): lC-731 at 0855; Dep. (1, .3,6); 
TG-314 at 135.5. 

Bangkok-Calcutta; Arr. (2,4,5. 
7); IC-732 at 1505, Arr. (1,3, o). 
TG-313atl240 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1. .3, 

5): IC-747 at 1145; Dep. (1,6)- 
RA-214at 145.5. 

Kathmandu-Calcutta: Arr (1,3, 

5):IC-748atl520, Arr.(I,6)- 
RA-213atl355. 

Calcutta-Dhaka: Dep (l,3,5,6)i 
lC-7Z3atl330;Dep (I,.5); 

BG-092 at 1055; Dep. (2. 3.6,7): 
BG-092at 1105; Dep. (4)- BG-092 
at 2125; Dep. (1,2,3,5,6,71 
BG-0%at 1920; Dep. (4)- BG-0% 
at 2020. 

Dhaka-CalcuHa; Arr. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-724 at 1600; Arr. (2,3,6,7): 
BG-091 at 0925; Arr. (4). BG-091 
at 0755; Arr. (1,5): BC;-fl91 at 


1015; Arr. (1,2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840; Arr. (4)' BG-095 at 1940. 
Calcutta-Chittagong: Dep. (1): 
IC-225 at 1230; Dep. (4). BG-698 
at (183.5; Dep. (7): BG-698 at 1525. 
Chittagong-Cakutta: Arr. (1); 
lC-226at 1450; Arr. (4); BG-697at 
2045, Arr. (7): BG-697at 1445, 

Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok: Arr. 

(2): KB-1(B at 0805; Dep. (2): 
KB-105at0850 

Bangkok-Calcutta-Faro: Arr. 

(7); KB-106 at 1005; Dep. (7): 
KB-106atll05. 

& Sofia-Bahrain-Calcutta; Arr. 

(4) lZ-.503atll30 

& Calcutta-Bahrain-Sofia: Dep. 

(5) LZ-504aini00. 

*' Moscow-Sharjah-Calcutta; 
Arr.(4):SU-537atl55.5. 

* Calcutta-Sharjah-Moscow: 
Dep (4):SU-538at 1755. 


Paris-Frankfurt-Delhi-Calcutta: 
Arr. (1); AI-146/AI-682at 1145. 
TtMTonto-iondon-Dellii-Calcutt- 
a: Arr. (1): AI-186/A1-682 at 1145. 
Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5); AI-756/AI-306at 1730. 
Bahrain - Doha - Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): AI-876/AK306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-BombayCalcutta: 

Arr. (5); Al-816/Al-306at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
Al-736/Al-428 at 0540; Arr. (1); 
A1-734/A1-682 at 114.5. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 
(5): Al-806/Al-306at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5)- AI-856/AI-306at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5); Al-826/AI-306at 1730. 
Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta; Arr (5): Al- 


Priuled here Is the regular Indian Airlines schedule 
'lilts Ls, huuvivr, subject to change. Passengers are 
advised to keep track of announcements made by 
Indian AiHines In the press. Foras.sistance, they may 
cuntae^ (cityoffice) >6X190. 264f IX 26241^. 26254S, 
262657and262<m. andtairport) ‘>52f)4.1.1. 55296X7. 
5529841. 267007and 2044X.1. Except from 45dnd46 
e.xchanges, dial NO for general information. 141 for 
rvservatlon.s. 142forflight arrivals and NX for 
depctrtinvs. 


$ Amman-Calcutta-Bangkok: 

Arr. (4) K)-184 at 0705, Dep, (4)- 
KI-184 at 080-5. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr.(4):RJ-185at 1450; Dep (4) 
RJ-185at 1550. 

Calcutta - Bombay - Sharjah r 
Abu Dhabi: Dep, (2) Al- 
4.31/Al-703atO!(Kl 
Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahrai 
n: Dep (2)' Al-431 / Al-873 at 
0100. 

Caloutta-Bombay-Deihi-Mosco 
w; Dep. (6). AI-.309/AI-515at 
1930 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muscat: Dep. 
(2): Al-431 / Al-833 at 0100; Dep. 
(6). Al-309/Al-845 at 1930, 
Calcutta-Delhi-Muscat: Dep. 
(5):Al-429/Al-841atl740. 
Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep, (2): Al-431 / Al-7.^3 
at 0100; Dep. (6); AI-3n9/AI-735 
at 1930, 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 
(b):Al-309/Al-215atl930. 
London-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 
(l);Al-132/A1-682atll45. 

New York - London - Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): Al-112/AI-428 at 
0540 


Calcutta-Delhh Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6): 4S 805 at 1505. 
Deihi-Calctttta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6); 4S 806 at 1115. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4,5,6): 4S 812 at 1145. 
Guwahati-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3, 

4,5,6): 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damanla Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; Arr. (daily); TO 

103 at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (daily): D2 

104 at 2000. 


ModiLuft 


706/AI-,306at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5); AI-826/Al-306at 1730. 


DOMESTIC 


Air~India 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): 
AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (6); Al-309 at 
1930. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5): 
Al-306at 1730. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (5): Al-429 
at 1740. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1); AI-682 
at 1145; Arr. (5): AI-428 at 0540. 

East West Airlines 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily); 
4S 804 at 0715. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daily); 
4S 803 at 2045. 


Delhi-Calcutta; Arr. (daily): M9 

301 at 1925. 

Calcutta-Delhi; Dep. (oaily); M9 

302 at 2000 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agartala: Dep. (daily): 
lC-741 at 0710, Dep, (1,2,3.4,6, 

7); lC-743at 1300; Arr. (dailv)' 
IC-742 at 0940, Arr. (1,2, 3,4,6,7): 
10-744 at 15,30. 

CalcuHa-Bagdogra: Dep. (2,4,6, 

7)- IC-721 at08(X); Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-722atl040. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) : lC-771 at 0620; Arr. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) ;IC-772atl200. 

Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3,5): 10-542 at 
1045; Arr. (3,5): lC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily); 
IC-76.5 at 1715; Arr. (daily); 
IC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad; Dep. (2,4, 
6): ir-777 at 1620; Arr. (2,4,6): 
lC-778at2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily): 
lC-176 at 0915; Arr. (daily); 
lC-274at 1845 and Arr. (daily); 
IC-175at0815. 

Calcutta-Pott Blain Dep. (2,4,6);. 
IC-2a5 at 0540; Arr. (2,4,6); 
IC-286at 1020. 

Calcutta-Delht- Dep. (daily): 
IC-263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1720. 
Dep. (2,4,6,7); IC-261 at 1900; 
Arr. (daily): lC-401 at 1205 and 
IC-264 at 2155, Arr. (2,4,6,7): 
IC-262at()910. 

Calcuita-Ranchi-Patna-Deihl: 
Dep. (daily); lC-810al 1040; Arr. 
(daily); IC-809at 1500. 

Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow - 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3,5): IC-410 at 
1800; Arr. (l,3,5):lC-«)9at2105. 


E No traffic rights on Delhi-Oicutta-Deihi 
& No traffic rights on Bahrain-Calcutta-Bahrain 
* No traWic nghts on Cateutta-Shariah-Calcutta 
@ No traffic rights on Cateutta-Dhaka-Calcutta 
$ No traffic nghts on Calcutta-Bangkok-Caicutta 


22 







CalcHtU-lmphal: Dep. (3,5): 
IC-259 at 0745; Arr. (3,5): IC-260 
Btl313. 

Calcutta • Silchar • laiphal: Dep. 
(2, 4,6,7): IC-255 at 1020; Arr. (2, 

4.6.7) :lC-256atl510. 
Calcutta>SUchaR Dep. (1,3); 
IC-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3): IC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta-Dibrugarh: Dep. (2, 4, 

6. 7) : 1C'201 at 1140; Arr. (2, 4,6, 
7).IC-202atl530. 

Calcutta - Gawahati - Diinapar: 


Dep. (2,4): lC-257at 1140; Arr. (2 
4):lC-258atl640. 
C^cutta-Cuwahati: Dm. 

(daUv): iC'229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6); lC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily): 
1C’230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-712at 1010. 

Calcutta ■ Tezpur • Joriiat - Cal-r 
cutta:Dep.a,4,6):IC'213al 
1010; Arr. (2,4,6): IC.213 at 1415. 
C^alcntta • Bhubaneswar - Nu* 
pur - Hyderabad: Dep. (3,5, 
lC-769 at 1600; Arr. (.1,5,7): 


lC-770at2120. 

Calcutta - Bhubaneswar • 
Madras; Dep. (2,4): IC-.544 at 
1045; Arr. (2,4): lC-543at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur Dep. (1, 

3,5); PF-717 at 0630; Arr. (1,3,5); 
PF-718 at 08.30. 

• Calcutta ■ Aizawl - Agartala - 
Calcutta; Dep. (1,3.5): PF-705at 
0900; Arr. (1,3,5): l’K-706 at 1250. 


Calcutta • Coach Bchar- Bagdo- 
gra • Calcutta; Dep. (1,3,5): 
PF-707 at 1320; Arr. (1,3,5): 
PF-708atl700. 

Calcutta' Agartala - Shillong: 
Dep. (2,4,6,^: PF-701 at 0630; 
Arr. (2,4,6,7); PF.702 at 1110. 
Calcutta • Aizawl - Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep. (2,4,6,7): PF-705 
at 1140; Arr. (2,4,6,7): PF-7D6 at 
1530. 

* I echnical landing at Agartala 


Oapaitum 
Up Timo 

2311 19-18 
3006 19-20 
3003 20-38 
2381 10-18 


2303 10-15 


2301 16-30 


2308 13-48 


3073 23-00 


5047 13 00 

3009 20-30 
3007 9-40 

3049 13-20 
3038 21-00 
3019 16-05 
3021 21-46 
6659 17-35 
.3317 6-10 
3028 17-11 
3035 18-20 
3031 21-06 
3025 23-00 


,307.1 22-30 
'3019 9-66 

1168 15-26 


1171 15-26 


3327 14-20 
ItW 1S-K5 


EASTEF(N RAILWAY 


Homah 

Mhi-KalkaMnM 

Amritsar Man 

Bombiqr MaH via Allahabad 

Poorwa (Maw DsDii) Expisss via 

(Saya-Varanasl 

Dep; Tues. ThuraA Sat. 

Arr: Wad. Fn& Sun 

Poorva (Now OaM) Exprsss vn Patna 
Dap; Mon, Wed Firt A Sun. 

Alt: Mon, Tuea. Thurs&Set. 

RSjcflwiI Bxpraaa via (Saya 
Dap; Mon. Tues, Thure, Fit &8un. 

Arr: Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat. & Sun. 
R^dhani Exprrns via Patna 
Oep: Wed & Sat. 

Arr: Fri. A Mon. 

Htmgirl (Jammu-Tawq Enprsta 

Trt-WWy 

Dep: Tues. Fn A Sat. 

Arr: Tues. Wed, A Sat. 

Purbanchai (Qorakhput) Eupraat 
Dep A Arr: Sun. Mon, Wed A Fn, 

Doori Expreaa vn Orand Clhord 
Udyan Abha Tootan Ezpraas via Mart 
Una 

Amritsar Expraas 

OaNti-tanata EKpruss via Main line 

Qorakhpur Expraea 

MtttiHa&Kpiuta 

Kamrup(QueMihal5 B^wsia 

BiMk Dtamend Express 

CaaffiaM Expraas 

AaanaelBipraaa 

DawywExgteaa 

North Bihar cxpieas 

Dap: Wednesday 

Air. Friday 

Jamalpir Bxp t a ai 

BanBidkatan Gapraas 

CSiiHitbttl 
Dep: SatA&ai- 

AirTueeAWad. . ■ 

•hipra#tdor^Expras8 
0«p;TuaiAWed. . 

ArrSatASun, ' 

Shaktlpunl (Otopan) Expraaa 
ChamMIIAwaean^ Expraas . 
Thuiadtyony 


.’Mat...;',.'-'. SeaMiah 'u: 

'iS-EQ t aai t a'' t iBt>afttpta>a-‘' 

,; D«p;Mor»,fWA-S«i. ; 

; Air;Wed,FHAS()n i 

19-15 OanaaUngMaN 
'.aOtdO Patti Expfii s via Mam Line 

lUNtdhaiiiMiOAeK^^ ' . . 

21'^. OaurBxilMMs. 

11-45 J a mmu T awt- tixp raaa 
.a04Sv. MugMlianllbqpM 


Ttow Dn 

7-45 2312 
7-56 3006 
13-18 3004 
17-00 2382 


17-00 2304 


10-45 2302 


12-50 2306 


11-36 3074' 


4-30 5048 

7-00 3010 
16-15 3008 


3103 16-20 BhacNrmhlgjtfgoialExptaaa ' l6-2S 3l6« 

5185 12-40 Oar^SagvffhhapnAexptaaa 4-25 81BB 

Oep. AArr: Tubs, Thus A Set 


SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


'5-30 3072 
16-40 3016 
7-16 1160 


7-16 1172 


4-25 3328 
7-16 1182 


Tima Oh 

-;,,|630\31M2 


8-45 3144 
7-16 3112 
5^ 
6-1S' 3164 
15-aO 3162 
12-S6 3134 


OapiRuia ' , 

Up Tbna Howrah Ibnw .DriViV 

6003 2045 MadnaiMaU 7-00. EOMO 

8002 19-20 Bomb^MaMviaNagpur 8-10. 

2860 12-30 QitaNaUfBomb^Bgiraas 15-15,^ 

8034 20-15 Ahmadabadfixprasa 5-15' 8 ^:% 

8030 11-20 KuriaExpraaaviaftlagpur le-tsEMeo- 

2641 14-25 OoRmHndat<Madrai}«(ptaaa 12-00 28^^:.,' 

viaCultaok l ' ..v 

.6311 22-35 BanflahmExpraat 1346 031it Y 

Oap;Tue8 
Am Sun 

8013 17-30 Tata Staal Expraas 10-20 Ooiii 

8011 6-65 lapat Expraas 22-06 

8006 21-00 Bamisabxir&cpraas 5-00.8006/. 

8015 21-30 RaneWHaUe Expraas 8-25 8019- ', 

8007 22-00 Puri Eiraraas via Cuttack ' 5-30 80018 ,, 

8409 19-00 JaoannalhOhaOexprsaavisNms 8-25 8410 ;■ 

2821 6-10 Dhauii(BhidMiwB«mf)ExiMasa 2l-:30 2822^ 

8079 23-20 TbupaHExpiaaa 4-16 808(7 

8046 10-50 £astCoast81ydarm)Bd)E)4iraaa 164» 8048 

6017 1645 PuruNaExprsaa ll-25 8018 

Dap: Enoept Saturday 
Alt. Exospt Sunday. 

6322 22-35 Quwahidl-Howrah •Trtyandnim Gait- 2i-i6 

tral C x pra sa Monday only 

— 14-10 TrteandiUfflCatilnd'Mcwrab-Qwsa- 13-45 9121 

Inrti Expraas Sating only 

— 14-10 CoohInHarIxxrTatmiRiat-OiiwahBtt 134$ 8813: 

WaaMy Expraas (va VtsaWtapatnam A 
Howrah) ■ntursday only 

6314 ^-35 (Niwahan-Cochin HarbourTstminw 22-15 ' » 
WoaMy Exproae (via Howrah A Vlaakha- 
painam) Saturday only ' .' 

6316 22-35 CpoMn Hartxxir Tarmlnua Erraraaa 1345 83^ 
(via Visddtapatrwtt A Howrah) 

Dep: Fri A Sun. 

An" 

6520 |2-35 Ouwahati - Bangaiora City IWashly 22-15 ^ : 

Expraas (via Howrah A Cutt^ Wed- 
neklayortly 

14-10 Bangalera 0% - Quwahad WaoMy 13-46 8818: 
Expraas (via Howrah A Cuttack) Mortday 
only ’ ’■ , •'T-iv'.’.' 

BNQUtRSB: For round Itw cWok MbrnwHon or Eaatam RWtoap mid " 
•ouih-EaBtam RaNway trafeia, ptsaao dtel 280S8484(4tarln-«omiaB 
trams; 2203836-44 for all othar Mtormatkm. fior I ntarmatli ii n ahaut. 
raaatvalions on Eaalara Railway and Somh-Eaatim RaHwag ttafaa, 
dial 2203486-36ao(iram 8 am to8 pm ot» waakd^and SamtoEam 
onSuodayaandsazaltodholidsyN-InaddWon.dWISSt (toriaaORi- 
, ad miormmtonon tram running), 131 (ri oanllno haln np a t a M nii wl ma l ‘ 
388 (raganflnB r aaa nraU on a) . Trabi aaivlea atiquby « l a ia a h. 
8608836-87 


13-45 i^'L 
1348 8818: 


22-15 ' — \ ■ 


1345 83i8 


13^ 88l8'r. 

' '’r 'V 













Neil O Brien 


■f A lord origins are a con- 
VV stant source of 
entertainment for most 
quizzards. When one looks 
beyond the standard 
‘Greek' words, there are a 
part of word origins that 
sound almost too good to 
be true! It seems difficult to 
believe that the word- 
'punch' originates from the 
North Indian word panch, 
meaning five, or that Hob¬ 
son Jobson is a corruption 
of Hai Hasson, Hai Hussain. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum there are a few 
words whose etymology 
seems extremely believa¬ 
ble, and yet is disapproved 
on closer inspection. Clas¬ 
sic examples include 
'posh', which is supposed 
to have originated from the 
inclination of well-to-do 
British passengers to 
choose a port cabin for a 
trip to India, and a star¬ 
board one on the way 
home, ensuring they get 
the sun either way. 

However, the champion 
in this category is 
undoubtedly the venerable 
'cocktail'. No less than 56 


fables have gathered 
around the word. 

There are those who laim 
that the cocktail was so call¬ 
ed because after taking two 
or three, a person feels- 
ready for a race like a horse 
with its cocked tail. On the 
other hand. New Orleans 
claims that one of her early 
bartenders, Antoine Pey- 
chaud, by name devised 
the drink and served it in a 
cup that was called Co 
cfuetkr, which, these sou¬ 
therners swear, gave us* the 
word cocktail. Again it is 
said that an Aztec Noble 
sent his emperor a drink of 
cactus juice by the hand of 
his daughter, Xochiti. The 
emperor married the girl 
and gave her name to the 
drink. 

Then again, there was 
once in England a poison¬ 
ous mixture devised of 
stale beer or ale, blended 
with gin, herbs, bread and 
flour that was said to keep 
fighting cocks in trim. It 
could also be drunk, minus 
the flour, by human beings, 
and was called cock bread 
ale or cocale from where 
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TN QUESTION 


Vfhttt is common to 
the following 
newsptmers which are 
publU^dfrom UP: 

Frontier Mail, 
Affidavit, Sunrise, 
Now U Know, 
General, The Water of 
India, Bureau and 
Modem Reporter? 
(Ahsan Ali, Slo Md 
AJi, 2/1 KimberStr^t, 
Calcutta 700 017) 


Despite their names 
being in English, they 
are all published in Hindi 


the transition to cocktail 
could be easy. 

Those who enjoy a cock¬ 
tail must take it with the 


knowledge that no true his¬ 
tory as yet attaches to the 
name, although its name is 
old, and the matter of cock¬ 
tails was mentioned by 
Washington Irving back in 
1809 in his knickerbocker 
history. 

The quizzards of today 
are not far behind in inven¬ 
tiveness. Taking inspira¬ 
tion from the popular 
'sniglets', a whole new 
genre of words with singu¬ 
larly bizzare origins have 
emerged. Euphemistically 
referred to as'kitchens', the 
words have become an 
essential part of 
'quiz-speak'. 

For example, a quizling 
is not a young quizzard. He 
just happens to be a person 
who abandons his team at 
the last possible moment 
for a better team. 

With a lot of these words 
gaining acceptance, it's not 
long before the burgeoning 
population of quizzards 
face respectability on the 
best of the 'kitchens', and 
yet another institution will 
get the recognition it 
deserves. 


QUESTIONS 


1) What is common to: Palatine, 
Capitoline, Quirinal, Vixninal,. 
Esquiline, Cadian and Avaitiiie? 
(Farouk Alam, Morigaon) 

2) What were Georgie Washing¬ 
ton's false teeth made of? <Ki£tii 
Baruah, Siliguri 1) 

3) Who said, "Mr Yeltsin is an hon¬ 
est democrat"? (Anurag Kumar 
Keshri, Ranchi 5) 

4) "We protect" is the motto of...? 
(Nawin Kishore Subamo, Ranchi 2) 

5) What is 'Fan Fold'? (Nilanjan 
Elhowmik, Tinsukia 5) 

6) What has been revealed in Walt 
EHsnt^s latest biography, Watt Dis¬ 
ney: Hollywood's DerkPrwice, by 
Marc Eliot? (Dd>ashi8Guha,01- 
cutta26) 

7) WhoistlwonlybowlerinC5ne- 

Oay Internationals to take a . 

trick twice? (Syed Mdtui Roottd- 
'jbz-Zaman, Calcutta 14) 


8) Margaret Thatcher was nicknam- 
ed Tina' by her fans. What does 



this sfand for? (Antitava Chatter^ 
Ho%vrah2) 

^ vyhat is Cydotiiyinia? (Nilerii 
Bhatliwhaaya, .^nqpara) 

10) In Bc^iaw to the difie^^ 

betweoi 'Tund^ler' and 'Shiner'? 


(Nirmalya Kumar Sarkar, Asansol 1) 


ANSWERS 


',siami|S, psifea are spueq paauapi 
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' mo 

os pue 'uoissardap pue ^uauiOtpxa 
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-aApeuiatiy OM 81 aiaqx (8 
‘ute»{ymtseMU 
'ijauucyu^ 

IQj ue se psAjas Xausfd leqi (9 
■Xouoquto 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HALKAUFAAAN 


UP FOR ORABSI Cm you find the route of the footbafi to the 
reoeivet's hands? Pick a path, then check it through. 


PIO OUTI 'A pig’s tsll,' says a Spanish proveib, ■wHI never 
make a good —' What five-ietler word is missing? Answer 
quickly, if you can. 

Moiw « pjol* Suisnui »ux 


SCARECROW ONC&OVERI 
When is a scarecrow at its best’ 
When it IS outstanding in its field. 

Shown above is a group of sca¬ 
recrows chosen by a flock of crows 
as most conducive to good diges¬ 
tion Obviously, all of these figures 
bear a close resemblance, due per¬ 
haps to a lack of innovative designs, 
or even poor eyesight and/or iridif- 
ference on the part of the judges 
In any case, two of tlw scarecrows 
look enough alike to be twins 
Which two’ We'll let you decide. 
Re sure to study details carefully 
Time limit- 2 minutes. 

yj] ujauoq |>i)P iK|)(u do) |v aj» vuimj. 


SUM THROW! You are ask¬ 
ed to toss six darts at the tar¬ 
get to score exactly 1(X). 
Indeed, someone already has 
thrown three of the darts, so 
that you must toss just three 
more. 

Your darts may strike any 
target segment as often as is 
necessary. Three darts 
already in place total 49, 
leaving just 51 {foints to go. 

Remember, you just have 
to toss three more darts. 

Can you puzzle it out? 

l|iM pup ‘sauH) Moui amhi /1 itq Afdiuts 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


r'V 


FUNSPOT 


\mmwm 
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FIELD OAYI Hooray for harvoot Oino. Lot^ add aoma coiora, bi 
accord wi t h t h aaanumbafa: 1-4lad-2—U. Mua.^—Yallow.4—Lt 
brown. 6—Oranga. S—LL graan. 7--DIL brown. S—Purpla. 


SPELLBINDER 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYEST There aie el least six tkffer- 
encae in drawing details between top and bottom panels How 
quickly can you tind thorn? Check answers with those below 

Suitsiui sie tpsag g tueieuip ti opasH S Bumiui • iinisds > -japous 
« uoidy e Ouissivu S| jefijnejuiCH Z Bwuhii sm siiotj t S33N3U3jidia 


laMSHOti V S33N3U3jidia 


SCORE to points for using all the 
letters in the word below to form 
two complete words 

BULKIEST 


THEN scpre i points each for all 
words el lour letters or more 
found among the letters 

Try la scare at least M paints. 
««‘qnis isunsoM Stqpsod 
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THE LOCKHORNS 



GARFIELD ■ JIM DAVIS 














































































































FIrs^eSI 


M ANOHAR SINGH GILL is the Election Commissioner who wasn't. Shanghaied by the government 
into accepting the post of a sidekick to T.N. Seshan, he was mauled at every opportunity by the man who is 
the law. And, the crowning indignity—he now finds his office almost scrapped by the courts. The dapper 
sardar, an outdoors man, was tlw first civilian to train with Tenzing Norgay. An avid naturalist, he was 
also the first to record the wonders of the LahauhSpiti valley, penned after a long trek through the region 
while he was the district commissioner. 



W hat is your 
idea of perfect 
happiness? 

A summer's day 
by the Chandratal, a 
snow lake below the 
16,000 ft Kunzum 
Pass in Lahaul Spiti. 

What is your 
greatest fear? 

Six years of 
Dante’s Purgatory in 
the Election 
Commission. 

Who or what has 
been the greatest influence in your 
life? 

Chief minister Kairon of Punjab— 
an emotionally committed peasant 
karmayogi for the less fortunate, 
though blest with the best of 
knowledge and education of the West. 
What do you dislike most in others? 

No, I cannot focus on dislikes for 
others, though 1 may be indifferent to 
them. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 

My inability to command or control 
myemotums. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

A memory of a winter crossing of • 
the Kohtang Pass with a group of 
villagers from Lahaul. 


On what 
occasions do you 
lie? 


It might sound 
presumptuous 
but I do not lie. I 
cannot hide what 
I feel and I always 
blurt it out 



What objects do you 
always carry? 

Myself. 

What makes you 
most depressed? 

1 don't know the 
feeling of depression 
because my mind is 
always latching on to 
things outside my 
self. I'm always 
looking outwards 
because life has too 
many colours and 
interests to it. 

What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

I wish I amid get rid of the nuisance 
of glasses. 

What is your favourite word? 

Kar do (do it). 

What is your favourite journey? - 
A visit to Samarkand and Bukhara 1 
made three years ago. I would like to 
recapture that sen.se of history that , 
swept over me when 1 ' , 

stood at Timur's 
tomb. I would like to 
do the full Silk Route 
and also visit 
Farghana, Ashqabad 
and Khiva. 

What is your 
favourite dream? 


What is your 
favourite word? 

Kar do (do it) 


Standing outside the gates of 
Lahore with Maharaja.'Ranjit Singh 
when he captured it in 1799. 

What is your ni{^tmare? 

I have too much optimism to have 
nightmares. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
your life? 

People. I react strongly and 
emotionally to contact with people. 
What is your source of sustenance? 

Work and action. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

It might sound presumptuous, but 1 
do not lie. 1 cannot hide wnat 1 feel and 
I always blurt it out. 

What is your greatest reg^t? 

That I couldn't be an undergraduate 
at Cambridge. Although I went there 
twice (once for post-graduate course 
and once for my book), it wasn't quite 
the same thing. 

What has been your happiest 
moment? 

To see my eldest daughter, Natasha, 
receive a Tripos at the ^nate Hall 
with my wife and other two daughters 
also present. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

The begging children at every 
red light crossing in Delhi. 

How do you relax? 

With bcxjks, and more books. I'm 
simply greedy about reading. 

What do you envy most in others? 

It sounds bogus, but I have no envy 
for others. And it is this gift or grace 
which has saved me. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

I haven't yet achieved anything of a 
level to get me remembered by 
posterity. But I-wish I would get the 
opportunity to work for the people on 
a worthwhile scale. 

How would you like to die? 

The way my 93-year-old unde 
intends to die. He 
■■■■■■■■III always quotes a 

Punjabi poem which 
goes, "Ronde-ronde 
aaen saa / Hasde-hasde 
jcaoaan ge (We came 
into this world 
crying, but will leave 
it laughing)." 
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Intellectual 


Slavery 


■ The article on Dr 
Bashisht Narain Singh 
('Alpha Plus', Octobffl' 31) 
places certain Questions 
before us which should 
be kxiked into. 

IDr Singh's utterance, 
'The politicians kept me 
hungry for five years", is 
a pointer to his bitterness. 
India has never faced a 
lack of talent in any sphe¬ 
re; however, the existing 
socio-economic and poli¬ 
tical environment is 
anything but conducive 
to its development. 

We never believe in our 
own geniuses, we would 
rather lean on foreigners. 
This is just another form 
of intellectual slavery. 
Mathura Singh, 

Calcutta 

Clash Point 

■ Taslima Nasreen's 
efforts for the uplift of 
women are laudable 
{'Mother Courage', Octo¬ 
ber 17). But her basic 
shortcoming is that she 
has interpreted her subjec¬ 
tive exp^ences as those 
of all womenfolk. This 
gross misconception has 
caused her to be prejudic¬ 
ed and unfair to a large 
extent. 



Dr Bashisht Narain Singh 

Nasreen is clearly 
revealed as a man-hater. 
The elevation of women's 
status cannot be achieved 
by denying the existence 
of men. She should wield 
her literary power to 
achieve and encourage a 
harmonious co-existence 
of the sexes, not to put 
them at loggerheads with 
each other. 

Shabina Omar, 

Calcutta 

■ Nasreen has been bran¬ 
ded a hardline feminist 
and anti-Islamic by 
Muslim fundamentalists. 
However, after going 
through her writings, 1 


choose to differ. 

She is against all injusti¬ 
ces, wrongs and cruelties 
done to the weak and the 
helpless by the privileged 
and powerful elements of 
any society. Her works 
only try to lay bare a chau¬ 
vinistic patriarchal socie¬ 
ty that tries to dominate 
women with the help of 
so-called religious edicts. 
A.K.Roy. 

Durgapur (W.B.) 

■ Nasreen conforms to 
all the characteristics of a 
feminist. Such women 
generally live together, 
have more than one hus¬ 
band, or profess to have 


children bom out of 
wedlock. Their minds are 
usually never free from 
thoughts revolving 
around the opposite sex. 

Real indep^dence lies 
within one's own soul, 
and no force on earth can 
enchain it. Nasreen's pro¬ 
blems may be real, but 
that has something to do 
with the country of her 
birth. 

Why should we give 
her so much importance? 
Anuradha Roy, 

Calcutta 

■ It has become a fashion 
with the religious fanatics 
tt) condemn fellow 
humans to death, a right 
vested only with the judi¬ 
ciary. The people who 
passed the fatioa on Nasre- 
eri would be punishable 
under Sections 107 and 
1 (B of the Indian Penal 
Code for abetting mur¬ 
der. Bangladesh, too, 
must be having similar 
legal provisions. 

AH civilised men must 
hang their heads in 
shame, if they are left 
with any. 

Taj Singh Lakhmna, 

Patna 

ilMi 
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AN EXTRACT from Eric Lax's biography, Wordy 
Allen, ill which he details the filmmaker's early 
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AN ON THE SIX3T report from Slovakia on the 
controversial 'Queen of Europe' beauty contist. 
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Eric Lax liiUi's 
ihc crolntinu of 
W o» v/i’ .\lko] 's 
< i)niic iH‘uiiis 
front irrUcr 
li) coniii 
filmtiidkcr 

It'llh (i 

cliffcrcttcc. 'file 
/took IS the 
restt!I <f-() 
vectrsof 
(/id/tr^ite it'ilh 
one oj 

Anieriea's most 
hriliianl atu/ 
intensely 
jyrii'cfte 
eelehriUes 


^bove; A still from 
Husbands and Wives 

Right; With Mia Farrow 
and children 


ExtractedJVom \V<hhIy 
A lh-n A liUiumphyby Eric 
Lax; Vintage; disirilmted 
in India byMupa & Ca.; 
S2.V> 


JOKES 


APART 






THUS IT HAPPENED THAT IN THE SPRING OF 1952, WHEN HE WAS 16 AND A HIGH SCHOOL 
jtinior and when there were eight major newspapers in New York, almost all with an 
influential show-business and gossip columnist but none so powerful as Walter Winchell 
of the Daily Mirror, Allan Konigsberg did what the myth of show business dictates that one 
do first: He changed his name. Then he typed up his jokes over the signature of Woody All¬ 
en and he mailed them to one columnist or another, always with the same note: "Enclosed 
are some gags for your consideration and sent exclusively to you." 

The first to use one of his gags was Nick Kenny, a folksy columnist for the Mirror who, 
unlike Winchell with his hardhitting style, wrote about his vacations and listed shut-ins to" 
whom "Cheer-up Club" readers could send letters of good wishes. But he also used jokes 
("The happiest man I know has a cigarette lighter and a wife—and they both work"), and 
one day a friend called Allan on the phone and told him he was in Kenny's column. Since all 
of his friends thought Allan was funny, they were hardly surprised; making the column 
confirmed their belief. 

Then before long, the 
much more powerful and 
widely read Earl Wilson of 
the New York Post began 
using his jokes regularly. 

The first gags appeared ano¬ 
nymously under the daily 
rubric of "Earl's Pearls" or 
were attributed to the non¬ 
existent Taffy Tuttle, a show¬ 
girl/play girl invented by 
Wilson and used as a humor¬ 
ous device. 

»*• >f 

There was no payment for 
his material, at least no 
monetary payment. But the 
publication of his jokes did offer rich possibilities. Getting into Kenny's column was a great 
kick because it was the first, but it was minor-league stuff. Wilson was the majors. "The Post 
was a much better place to have them because it was a livelier newspaper and Earl Wilson 
was a very hot thing at the time," Woody once said. "And there it was, my name in Earl 
Wilson's column, a column that I had read a million times before with news and gossip of 
p>eople whose lives I couldn't imagine I would ever touch. But there 1 was. It was all I could 
think about. And then I started getting in all the time. It was truly heady stuff." So heady, in 
fact, that it is not exaggerating to say that it changed his life. 

"The last year of high school, everyone was picking professions and directions to go in 
and I had no real vision of anything," he continued. "I had originally toyed with being a 



With Satchel and Dylan, Salzburg, 1989 


5 




Visitor Diane Keaton on the sets of TTw Front 


detective, being in the FBI. Mickey 
and I had talked about becoming phar¬ 
macists and alternating days at work 
so the other could go to ball games. 
Sometime later I thought about becom¬ 
ing an optometrist—that was one of 
my more mature thoughts. I also 
thought of the possibility of being a 
magician. Occasionally in some very 
spontaneous way, 1 thought a little bit 
about becoming a comedian—such as 
the first time 1 saw Bob Hope, in The 
RmiI to Morocco with my mother— 
then it would vanish off my mind and 
later resurface again." 

» » « 

A fter a month or so in Los Angeles, 
Woody called Harlene and asked 
her to come out so they could be mar¬ 
ried. The other writers on the show 
couldn't believe it. 

"What, are you crazy?" Simon said. 
"What do you mean, you're getting 
married?" 

"Well, all you guys, at the end of the 
night you all go up with your wives to 
your room and I've got nobody to go_ 
to the movies with." 

"That's no reason to get married!" 
‘Then give me a better one," Simon 
says he answered. "I want to see Casa¬ 
blanca Saturday night." 

But that and other reasons— 


among them that they were in love— 
were good enough for Woody. While 
he awaited Harlene's arrival, the other 
writers tried to make sure he was 
sexually prepared for the future. ("It's 
hard to believe how ignorant some of 
us were sexually," Elliott Mills recalls. 
"Before Woody married Harlene, I 


walked around Wingate Field with 
him, explaining what a clitoris is. I 
drew a picture in the dirt, the blind 
leading the blind.") Simon was the 
ringleader of their genuinely affection¬ 
ate, predictably crude, fraternity-like 
pranks. Woody, he says, "was like a 
toy." But these were comedy writers. 
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T ▼ hat, are you crazy?’ Simon said. ‘What do you mean, you’re 
getting married?’...* Well, all you guys, at the end of the night you all go up with your 
wives to your room and I’ve got nobody to go to the movies with’... 

‘That’s no reason to get married!’...‘Then ^ve me a better one,’ Simon says he 
answered. ‘1 want to see Casablanca Saturday nig^t’ 


after all; jokes were the basis of their 
lives and they wanted to Itave some 
fun with this event. They just neglect¬ 
ed to remember that Woody was a 
comedy writer, too. 

"Are you a virgin?" Simon asked 
Woody as they all sat around and talk¬ 
ed one night. 

"No, no, no. I'm not a virgin," he 
said, but in such a nervous way as to 
convince them that he was. 

There was a prostitute who worked 
out of the motel and Simon said, "Fel¬ 
las, let's get him fixed up." 

"A hooker?" Woody asked, wide- 
eyed. "Oh. How much does she 
charge?" 

The plan was it would be the other 
writers' treat (although she was never 
engaged), hut to play him along, 
Simon told him the price. 

"Oh, wow," Woody said, reaching 
for his wallet and looking into it. "Do 
you think she'll take a traveler's 
check?" He did this so believably that 
to this day Simon and the others aren't 
sure if he had reversed the put-on or 
not. 

"Do you really know what a 
woman's body is like?" Simon conti¬ 
nued, figuring if he became as outrage¬ 
ous as po5.sible he could squeeze more 
fun out of the situation. 

"Oh, sure. Sure." 

"Then you understand that a 
woman's two breasts are like a man's 
testicles, right? That a woman's left 
breast hangs lower than her right, just 
like a man's testicles?" 

"Oh, yeah. I know that." But the 
way Woody said it, Simon still wasn't 
sure that in putting Woody on, he him¬ 
self hadn't fallen off. Simon thought 
that the joke had such promise, 
however, that he continued, leading 
Woody along a line of physiology that 
ended with women having four vagi¬ 
nal compartments, each for a different 
purpose. Woody hesitatingly allowed 
that he was aware of this, but when 
pressed by Simon to name them he 
answered with a wave of the hand and 
a confident "Don't worry, I know. 1 
know." 

Thirty years later, after The Purple 
Rose of Cairo was released in 1985, 
Simon sent Woody a note congratulat¬ 


ing him on the film. In respon.se. 
Woody wrote in thanks: "Your appro¬ 
bation still carries more weight with 
me than almost anyone else's." The let¬ 
ter closed; "Finally about the vaginal 
compartments. I have locatcnj two but 
have not yet found the other two." 

Woody was 20. Harlene 17, when 
they were married by a rabbi on 
March 15,1956, at the Hollywood 
Hawaiian Motel. In a timeless gesture, 
Simon and Rosen short-sheeted their 
bed, but the newlyweds had the good 

sense to honeymoon elsewhere. 

» 

T he most important name not on 
the list of those appearing in Woo¬ 
dy's movies is, naturally, Mia Farrow, 
who has had parts great and small in 
his last 11 films and who deserves a 
separate list just for the characters 
she's played. His collaboration with 
her redefines the term. From Tina 
Vitale, the Mafia moll of Broadvxty 
Danny Rose, to Alice Tait, the perfect 
Catholic girl in Alice, she has portray¬ 
ed a broad spectrum of women that is 
testament to the range of her acting abi¬ 
lity. Every movie of Woexiy's with the 
exception of Take the Money and Run 


and Stardust Memories has had a part 
(almost invariably the lead) for one of 
the three actresses whom he's been 
either married to or seriously involv¬ 
ed with. Woody says the reason is 
uncomplicated: "I like to work with 
the people I know." That goes for the 
crew, too. 

This combining of personal and pro¬ 
fessional lives is not unique; Charlie 
Chaplin and Ingmar Bergman, to 
name two directors, cast women who 
were part of their personal loves. No 
director, however, has done it so mr.- 
sistently as Woody. Louise Lasser star¬ 
red in two films (and had a cameo in 
Stardust Memories), Diane Keaton in 
six (counting Play It Again, Sam), plus a 
Radio Days cameo. Actually, Woody 
was no longer romantically involved 
with cither Lasser or Keaton when 
they appeared in his movies, though 
they remained close friends. His devo¬ 
tion to his leading ladies even after the 
romance had ended led him to joke 
once that he could end up like Erich 
von Stroheim's character in Sunset Bou¬ 
levard, the director-turned-factotum 
for a reclusive movie actress (to whom 
William Holden says, "Say you're 


In the rain, Leningrad, 1968 (l-r): Lark Previn holding Satchel, Woody with Dylan. 
Fletcher Previn, Daisy Previn, Soon-Yi Previn, Moses Farrow and Mia 





Norma Desmond. You used to be 
big," "I am big," Gloria Swanson 
replies. 'It's the pictures that got 
small"). "I've bwn crazy about the 
women I've acted with and I would be 
happy to end up as their chauffeur 
and houseman," Woody said. "I don't 
mind that, with any of them. It would 
be fine with me. Answering her fan 
mail. Writing her fan mail." 

These threehighly individual actres¬ 
ses also mirror the evolution of Woo¬ 
dy's movies. His descriptions of the 
strengths of each are similar to the 
strengths of the films they appear in. 

"Louise is a totally urban comedian. 
She is New York, she is Fifth Avenue. 
And with Louise, an enormous 
amount of it is in the context. She exu¬ 
des wit arid says things that are witty. 

"Diane is strictly behavioral. She 
can make anything funny. Diane can 
tell you about going to the corner to 
buy the pajjers and you'll laugh 
because there's something behavioral- 
ly funny about her. 

"Mia is entirely different. Mia is not 
primarily a comedian, although she 
has an extremely good sense of 
humor." Her range has been both a 
surprise to audiences who were 
accustomed to her playing doelike 
roles and a joy to Woody. One time 
when they were eating in a favorite 
Italian restaurant, she saw a woman in 
dark glasses with blond hair piled on 
her head, then turned to him and said, 
"Gee, I would like to play a woman 
like that once." From that came her 
splendid role and performance in 
Broadway Danny Rose. (Mia once com¬ 
mented to Chicago Tribune critic Gene 
Siskel about her perceived fragility: 
"Maybe it's my physical look that con¬ 
fused people. I was very thin. I know 
people think of me that way. That's 
why I kept my sunglasses on in Broad¬ 
way Danny Rose, because I know my 
eyes are a giveaway, they're not 
tough. But I'm sure 7 am underneath.") 

"She's an extraordinary actress," 
Woody continued. "And she's solid 
like a rock. She shows up and can 
always do it. If you ask her to play that 
shrinking character in The Purple Rose 
of Cairo, or the silly cigarette girl in 
Radio Days, she does it. If you ask her 
to play nasty, she does it. If you ask her 
to play something sexy, she does it. 
And she's real sweet. She'll come to 
the set and quietly do her needlepoint, 
and then putbn her wig and dark glas¬ 
ses, or Whatever, and just scream out 
the lines, and stick a knife in your 
nose—and then go back to sewing 
with her little orphan children around 
her." 


While Woody and his cousin Rita 
had a wall plastered with movie stars' 
pictures when they were growing up, 
Mia had no need for such a thing; her 
mother was a movie star and many 
others were her friends. But in April 
1979, at the end of a winter spent on 
Martha's Vineyard, she noticed a pic¬ 
ture of Woody wearing a sweater and 
holding an open umbrella over one 
shoulder on the cover of The New York 
Times Magazine. She had met him in 
passing at a party in California several 
years earlier and they once correspon¬ 
ded, she to tell him that she enjoyed 
Manhattan and he to politely thank 
her. She had never seen him as a stand- 
up comedian but knew him a bit as a 
director, having seen two of his 
movies, the other being Annie Hall. 

She found his photo in the Times so 
attractive that she read the story 
through, which made her find him 
"immensely appealing. I thought he 
was neat." She tore the cover off the 
magazine, but didn't plaster it on the 
wall, at least at first. Instead, she stuck 
it in her large Random House Diaiona- 
ry. About seven years later (by then 
she and Woody had been together for 
about six) she came upon the photo 
and had it framed. "I'm not in the 
habit of saving pictures like that," she 
explained one day, "but 1 was a little 
lonely at the time and he had such an 
interesting face. It was a long winter," 
she added, shrugging. "Carly Simon 
was there sometimes. (The Simon 

'He was as tough and romantic as the city I 
glasses was the coiled sexual poM 
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Sisters had occasionally perfortned on 
the same bill with Woody when he 
was a stand-up.) She confirmed that 
he was very interesting." 

That fall Mia was on Broadway in 
Romantic Comedy. One evening 
Michael Caine and his wife came to 
the performance and afterward the 
three went to Elaine's for dinner. 
Woody was there at his usual table. 
Caine stopped to say hello. He reintro¬ 
duced Mia and pleasantries were 
exchanged. Some weeks later. Woody 
sent her an invitation to his New 
Year's Eve party ("I think practically 
everybody in New York got one," Mia 
says), and she came with Tony Per¬ 
kins, who was in the show with her, 
and his wife. Wixxly pays attention to 
the smallest details of planning the 
rare big parties he gives—he .stewed 
over the paper stock of the Cartier invi¬ 
tations for this one. But he is an almost 
invisible host. He likes to fill a grand 
place like the Harkness Hou.se, a man¬ 
sion turned into a ballet schixjl, with 
hundreds of guests but does not like to 
work the room, chatting with people. 
His rare parties are social magnets, the 
most sought-after invitation not only 
in New York but in Los Angelos as 
well, from where people call to say 
they'll just happen to be in New York 
the night of the event and is it possible 
for them to attend? Yet while one of 
the most important missions for the 
guests is to be seen and thus have their 
status credentials validated, one of the 


loved (New York). Behind his black-rimmed 
of ajunglecat..' From Manhattan 



greatest desires of the host is to be 
away from the center. He politely 
greets everyone as they arrive {‘It it's 
me meeting people at the door I have 
no entry phobia. The burden is on 
them"). Then once the throng is assem¬ 
bled, he more or less blends into the ’ 
walls. 

Mia had a good time but only a few 
words with Woody. Afterward, she 
sent him a note of thanks and a copy of 
Lewis Thomas's The Medusa and the 
Snail. Woody, who also received 
dozens of bottles of champagne and a 
gardenful of flowers from guests, had 
Norma Lee Clark call Mia r'Gradous 
person that I am," he says) to thank 
her and suggest that th^ have Itinch 
sometime. In April 1980, Woody and 
Jean Doumanian and Jacqui Sama flew 
to Paris for some fun—which for him 
is to do what he does in New York, 
"except the visuals and the food are 
different": go to restaurants and 
movies, visit museums, and take 
walks. Woody remembers that they 
left for France two or three days after 
the death of Jean-Paul Sartre (which 
was April 15). But before going, he 
invited Mia via Norma Lee to lunch at 
Lutece. She later made a needlepoint 
sampler of the date and event—April 
17,1980—that hangs on the wall outsi¬ 
de his bedroom. When he returned, 
she was still in the play and he began 
to film the reshoots of Stardust 
Memories. Norma Lee again phoned 
invitations to Mia for dinner on the 
night her play was dark. Woody 
always had an early call the next mor¬ 
ning, so the evenings were never pro¬ 
tracted. Over the first several months 
of this routine. Woody never phoned 
Mia. He prefers not to speak on the 
phone to anyone unless he has to, and 
being invited via an intermediary did¬ 
n't bother Mia. "She never mentioned 
. it," Woody says. It was a slow court¬ 
ship that apparently both liked. 

"We'd have dinner," Mia says. "And 
we're still having dinner." 

For the first few years after their 
friendiy dates turned into serious 
ones. Woody would get up in the mor¬ 
ning, give her a call, and then work 
while she did her business with the 
children. Around 7 pm he would pick 
her up for dinner or the opera or a 
show or a movie, then ta ke her home. 
Very often on the weekend, she would 
brirg a few kids and stay at Woody's. 
But they both very much led their own 
lives. Then in 1985 they adopted 
Dylan, and after that ^tchel came 
along. They have shared the pleasure 
of raising mldren. 

Their relationship, which has lasted 
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ot many fathers spend as much time with their childrai as Woody does: He 
is here before they wake up in the morning, he sees them during the day, and he puts 
them to bed at ni^t 


11 years with no end in sight, is the 
longest either has had. By convention¬ 
al standards it is hardly a conventional 
union. Then again, neither are they 
conventional people. They are not 
married, nor do they live together— 
their apartments tace each other 
across Central Park. (Her apartment, 
which in addition to nine children and 
a daytime nanny houses an array of 
animals, was used for her scenes in 
Hamiah and Her Sisters.) "It’s sort of 
like just enough," Woody said one 
day in his apartment. "Perhaps if we 
were to live together or if we met at a 
different time in our lives, it wouldn't 
work. But it seems to be just right. I 
have all the free time 1 want and it's 
quiet over here, and yet I get plenty of 
action over there. I think it's because 
we don't live together and that she has 
her own life completely and that I 
have mine, that we're able to maintain 
this relationship with a certain proper 
tension. If we got married years ago 
and lived together maybe now we'd 
be screaming, 'What have we gotten 
into?' These things are so exquisitely 
tuned. It's just luck." 

Few married couples seem more 
married, however. They are in almost 
constant communication and there is 
what can only be called a sweetness 
about them; at the few parties they 
attend they usually shyly stand off in a 
corner, holding hands. And not many 
fathers spend as much time with their 
children as Woody does; He is here 
before they wake up in the morning, 
he sees them during the day, and he 
puts them to bed at night. As each has 
been married and divorced twice, 
experience has taught them that legali¬ 
zing a relationship doesn't necessarily 
make it last, and Mia is fond of quot- 
. ing a line alwut the often-wed Alan 
' Jay Lemer; "Marriage is Alan's way of 
saying goodbye." Both also seem to 
have what they want. Mia, who was 
encouraged not to work during her 
marriages to Frank Sinatra and Andre 
Previn, has a full career yet can also be 
a fulltime mother. And Woody, who 
spent much energy in his earlier marri¬ 
ages and relationships both educating 
his partners and being needful of their 
attention, has found a balance with a 
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wholly contained woman. 

"Mia's been a completely different 
kind of experience for me, because the 
predominant thing has been family. 
Which is odd to say because she lives 
there and I live here," Woody said. 
They began to date, they would wave 
towels out the window as they spoke 
6n the phone, delighting in saying 
they could see the other. "First of all, 
she's very supportive workwiw. But 
she's introduced me to a whole other 
world. I've had a child with her and 
we've adopted one. She's brouglit a 
completely different, meaningful 
dimension to my life. Yet the two of us 
have so little in common that it always 
amazes us. We're always marv'eling 
on why we threw in our lot together 
and stayed together as long as we have. 

"1 could go on about our differences 
forever: She doesn't like the city and I 
adore it. She loves the country and I 
don't like it. She doesn't like sports at 
all and I love sports. She loves to eat in, 
early—five-thirty, six—and I love to 
eat out, late. She lik<» simple, 
unpretentious restaurants, I like fancy 
places She can't sleep with an air con¬ 
ditioner on, 1 can only sleep with an air 
conditioner on. She loves pets and ani¬ 
mats, 1 hate pets and animals. Shelikes 
to spend tons of time with kids, 1 like 
to spend my time with work and only 
a limited time with kids. She would 
love to take a boat down the Amazon 
or go up Mount Kilimanjaro, 1 never 
want to go near those places. She has 


His 29th birthday (Decembar 1,1964) 
and first scene with Peter Sellers in 
What's New, Pussycat?, Paris 



an optimistic, yea-saying feeling 
toward life itself, and I have a totally 
pessimistic, negative feeling. She likes 
the West Side of New York, 1 like the 
East Side of New York. She has raised 
nine children now with no trauma and 
has never owned a thermometer. I 
take my temperature every two hours 

in the course of the day." 

*** 

T hey have developed into a formid¬ 
able actipg team despite Mia's ear¬ 
ly insecurity, and she enjoys doing 
comedy with him because "he's not 
broad at all in real life and it's a treat to 
see him do it in a scene." Occasional 
difficulties arise. "I think it's harder 
acting with someone you have an inti 
mate relationship with," she says. 

"It’s harder to release yourself from 
the bonds of your mundane reality 
into the scene with a person you know 
intimately and see—frequently is not 
the right word—incessantly. It's inhi¬ 
biting, and that's what you have to 
fight, IfWoodyand I were in rehearsal 
fora play, it would be different than fil¬ 
ming spontaneously. Then we would 
build a reality apart from others that 
would alw'ays be there for us to go to; 
you create this sort of island. But as we 
don't do that in Aims, I have to be a lit¬ 
tle more resolved in pulling away 
from our personal relationship. There 
is one other thing, too. Woody is also 
the director and so I know he is evalua¬ 
ting my performance at the same time 
he's acting with me, something quite 
apart from our relationship. 1 also 
know he's this director with a laser 
view, not only of what I'm doing but 
of his own performance and every¬ 
thing else that's going on in the scene, 
and i have to relegate that to the 
background. 

"Woody's instinct for what is cor¬ 
rect is unerring,"she says. "He some¬ 
times doesn't even let you finish the 
sentence if it's incorrect. The truth can 
only fit through a very narrow pass for 
him. Sometimes a scene can go for 40 
takes. Another time you'll be astonish¬ 
ed because he does only one take of a 
very long scene, and you think, 'Are 
you sure? Did I say all the words?' 
And if that's the only scene you're 
doing with Woody, you'd think it's 
slipshod or something. I've seen other 
actors go, 'Is that right?' But thw don't 
realize, you have to trust him. lie has a 
great feel for whaf is true." ■ 
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NNER EYE □ Bejan Daruwalla 


Aries 

March 21—April 20 

The new moon 
highlights journey, 
pii^inage, religious 
coetnonies and a 
genuine spiritual urge, 
fomance will be like 
"but a look an' a word and the dreams 
they stirred!" Anything to do with 
foreign lands and distant places and 
publicity will be (ust right for you. 

Taurus 

Apnl21—May 20 

K 'T: Your fortunes will slide 
' up and down as in a 
. ' snakes and ladders 
game, because Moon 
coniuncts both Mercury 
—J and Venus. Loans and 
funds, taxes, and buying and selling will 
be the dominant trends of the week. 
There's a danger of ill-health and 
accidents, so watch your step. 

Gemini 

May 21- dune 20 


Leo 

July 21—August 21 

Your feelings will be at 
fever pilch, 
imagination ignited; 
your creativity will, 
naturally, be at white 
heat. Conception or a 
delivery is a distinct possibility, as the 
new moon conjuncts Mars, the enei^jiser. 
Poets, editors and artists will be in their 
rightful element. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

Mars and Saturn in fine 
formation favour 
changes and alterations 
in your house. Finance 
and family come into 
focus this week. Parents 
and in-laws also play a part now. Older 
Virgoans find useful work to keep them 
busy and satisfied. A home away from 
home is on the cards. 

Libra 

Scptembei 23 - October 22 


Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

a will be £^nt ^ ^ 

week, thanks to the new 
moon finely placed in 
your sign, Weatem 
astrology. Your 

outstanding talent and amties will be 
duly recognised and, consequenUy, you 
will be a step nearer your Anal goal and 
mission. 

Capricom 

December 21—January 19 

You will be immensely 
pleased by friendships, 
the social gig, money 
and honey, laughter 
and publicity, sales and 
distribution. Expenses 
will be heavy. But that will definitely be 
for a worthy cause. There will be plenty of 
movement, culminating in a trip or a tie. 
Co right ahead! 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 






Partnerships, love, 
friendships and 
intimacy gatecrash into 
your life. Expect 
visitors and strangers to 
drop in, very probably, 
with happy results. A job-switch, oral 
least better prospect in your present field 
of work, is foretold. You will have a lot 
more confidence than ever before. 

Cancer 

June 21- -July 20 


You will seize 
opportunities, your 
timing will be just right 
and your attitude very 
positive Success and 
satisfaction will be the 
result. The week favours teachers, 
editors, writers and politicians. By the 
power ot the spoken and written word, 
you will make your presence felt. 

Scorpio 

October 23- November 22 


Love blows the trumpet 
and you respond 
magnificently. New 
plans and projects 
should be on the anvil 
at last, and there is 
positive hope for you. This is the right 
week to forge new links and attachments 
or strengthen the already existing ones. 
This IS a week for bonding. 

Pisces 

February 19—Match 20 





■p-v • a-ji Mood fluctuations and 

I QQ V excellent employment 

- opportunities all come 
together, making you 
slightly confused and at 
a loss for direction. Be 
practical. Concentrate upon your work 
and trips. You will bcri-quired to give 
your best, as competition will be pretty 
tough. 


Banish sweelsand fatty 
foods from your diet as 
you will have to move 
at a fast pace, get work 
done, earn much more 
money, attend to your 
family and yet find lime for yourself. 
Luckily, the Sun and the Saturn in fine 
placing will see you through all that. The 
week favours entertaining. 


Clinch deals, take 
decisions, venture forth 
in style and conquer all 
that you see, as Mars, 
Mercury, Venus and 
Sun are well paced in 
your slot of action and prestige. There 
will be time to have fun with your family. 
It would be best to refex from time to 
time. 




B 1 R T H D A Y S 


D memmlMi r iJKr ]Moo«co»juncta Mercury and Vpus, 
ou^idlng you to ta(w llw tnUiadve, oin^.lo impowtatit and 
timely wdsions. be tonovative and adventurous. 
Dec mm be r IJL* The new moon will prove hicky with regard 
to enterprise, indristiy, long-range planning, and enable you 
tofaoe 1994 with confidence and hope. 

D tK B Mb er J4f Moon and Jupiter in happy pfectog assures 
you of RU!nag«ialabiiity,gDad iuefc in ventures, iiiui anabihty 
tocoordhute various fai^n and trends. 

Decemher IJ& Moon conjuncts Uranus and Neptune 
favouring finances and family a^afes. Love also Uooms for 
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►EHINOTHE-SCENES 


CARDBOARD TIARAS 

So, now there isa ‘Queen ofEurofx?’ contest, a splmterpageant of the Miss World 
beauty parade Seetna Sirohi gets to the bottom of things while gii ing a 
front-row account of a recent show m Slovakia 



inch Reindl, the onginator of the Queen of Europe event, flanked by Eva Ruiz (Spain) and Agnes Gawryzynski (Austiia) 


1 -s France had runny 
stiKkmps Miss I inlland 
was so bored, she tould 
hard!} smile Misslur 
<ey, with her red, flamin}> Victoiian 
»own, looked downright displeased 
Viiss Germany was pretty and petite 
?ut could not walk— an antithesis of 
ler country's dominant image 
Welcome to the front low ol the 
Queen of Europe’ beauty pageant, a 
rival to the 'Miss World' contest Com¬ 
plete with loud music and a multi 
lingual compere, the show began with 
:ontestants {7arading in their national 


costume and intnxliKing themselves 
in their native language Se\ eral turn 
bled even in this basic exercise But tht 
most shattering was the relativel) 
'plain Jane liKiks of the participants 
None was a show stopper Well, tront- 
row revelahons can be discouraging 
The backstage chaos was equally 
revealing The cont**stants, in various 
stages of undress, were painting them 
selves silly with layers of makeup 
Several male security guards were 
havmg a grand old view while preten¬ 
ding lo do their jeb In one aimer ol 
the large room, surrounded by dres¬ 


ses and hair curleis, w as Eriih Reindl, 
the Austrian originator of the ev'ent, 
getting dressed himselt 

Whether it w as a lac k of dressing 
rcHims Ol the blase Furopean attitude 
towards nuditv, one could not tell But 
theold mar wasgetting hischeap thril 
Is When caught in the act, he tried to 
throw nosy reporters out Missl uxem- 
bourg continued to try on ditterent 
pairs ot imdcrweai while remaining 
topless till the aimmotion lasted 
As she tried to put foundation on 
her legs because they were ttni white 
Miss Holland, the 17-year-old Sylvia 









Queen bees, all! 

Pulder, confessed that she wasn't real¬ 
ly Miss Holland but someone chosen 
by an 'agent'. Allison Hobson or Miss 
England said she was similarly 'selec¬ 
ted' as she tried to go to the ladies 
riKim minutes before the show. Miss 
Switzerland was one of the rea 1 ones. 

St> what was going on and who real¬ 
ly were these women? 

ince beauty contests have become 
one more way of making quick 
money through sponsors hungry for 
publicity, the 'Queen of Europe' event 
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is catching on. Reind I, who mastermin¬ 
ded the split from the 'Miss World' 
contest, also organises 'Queen of the 
World' and has staged the parallel 
events in Spain, Finland, Taiwan, 
Poland and Germany. He does not 
have much difficulty recruiting either 
sponsiirs or women. From tobacco 
kings to slot machine tycoons, Reindl 
has managed to sell space on the 
sashes of beauty queens to his 
advantage. 

For the past seven years, he has been 


feeding on the frenzy over beauty con¬ 
tests, trying to create an international 
aura around the show to compete with 
the more recognised 'Miss World' con¬ 
test. Eastern Europe is his new romp¬ 
ing ground and why not since there is 
plenty of beauty and suppressed fasci¬ 
nation with glitter. 

The credo is to overindulge in every¬ 
thing that was frowned upon under 
communism. Reindl and his towering 
daughter, Michaela, have already 
whipped up the fever in Hungary and 










Poland, having secured the patronage 
of President Lech Walesa's wife, Danu¬ 
ta, for the 1991 'Queen of Europe' in 
Warsaw. 

It was Slovakia's turn this time to 
host the 1993 gala— a fitting choice 
since hardly a month g<x?s by without 
Slovakia choosing a 'Miss Worker' or 
a 'MissTopIess'. Thecreamof Bratisla¬ 
va turned up to witness the show, com¬ 
plete w’ith an ‘avant garde' fashion 
show of weird clothes and lip- 
synching musicians. The master of 


ceremonies, a Slovak dentist, tried 
hard to keep the interest, but after near¬ 
ly four hours of the same women walk¬ 
ing down the stage, changing only 
throe outfits, the audience was strai¬ 
ned. ThcM.C. further incurred the 
wrath of Reindl and his daughter for 
announcing the winner first, even 
before the runners-up. He was round¬ 
ly reprimanded in full view tor his sins. 

But the tackiness of the show was 
evident throughout - from the shiny 
silver 'throne' that was shaped more 


like the electric chair than a seat befitt¬ 
ing a 'queen' to the display of a slot 
machine on stage because of the 
sponsors. 

There had only been two rehearsals 
and it showed. Slovak newspapers 
bitched about girls being past their 
prime. One journalist snorted that 
local district level contests were better. 

When asked why the contestants 
are chosen by agents rather than a reco¬ 
gnised jury, Michaela Keindl hissed; 

" rhees is not true. Thees is a world 
event. The girls are chosen by people 
like you—journalists." But it was 
clear that Reindl has contracted with 
agents worldwide to send women 
who are simply declared 'Miss Tim- 
buctoo' without a proper selection. 

He claims his contests can be an 
"ideal springboard for a career in 
modeeling or show business". Partici¬ 
pants say they are rigged. 

E ven before the show startexi. Miss 
Holland told us that Miss Spain 
would win and she did. Eva Ruiz, a fla ■ 
mingo teacher, was indeed cuiwned 
the 1993 Queen of Europe. It was also 
clear that East European participants 
were being chosen runners-up or even 
the 'Queen' as Miss Poland did in 1991 
to entxjurage the habit. 

Reindl has sold the event in these 
parts as a means to raise the country's 
profile. Potential organisers from Esto¬ 
nia were studying the show to win the 
venue for a future gala. "It would he 
pc>litical publicity for us," said Kalev 
Varjulill, a tali, fair and handsome 
advertising type from Estonia. With 
eager hosts, people like Reindl can 
look forward to years of making 
money through semi-fake staged 
events. 

The following Reindl event w'as on 
December 1 in Atlantic City where the 
1993 Queen of the World was chosen, 
Donald Trump was to provide free 
stay in this 'Taj Mahal' hotel. Why, one 
might ask? 

"The event was sold to TV audien¬ 
ces by the largest lelevi.sion network. 
And publicity for the Taj Mahal will 
draw gamblers to the casino," says 
Michael Gangl, director for internatio¬ 
nal marketing tor Rcindl's company. 
"It is a lit-for-tat deal," Gangl added. 

But organisers of the 'Miss Univer¬ 
se' contest which is done by US 
groups, were resistant to Reindl enter¬ 
ing their domain. ‘They say we are 
invading their turf. But our event 
shows which way the wind is 
blowing," s.iys Gangl. That until there 
are young girls searching for a stamp 
on their beauty and sponsors for a trev 
ride, such contests will survive. ■ 
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It’s 

not 

butter. 

it’s true - new 
Merrig(5lci Ttible 
Miirgarine ts just like 
butter. It looks like 
butler. It feels like 
butter. It even tastes 
like butter. 

Only Its better. 
Because its zero 
cholesterol makes 
it ideal for your 
health. 

So go ahead and use 
Merrigold instead of 
butter. 







It’s 

better. 


Your taste buds won’t be able to tell the 
difference. F.venlually your good health will. 

Try it on toast or parantha. Makhani dal or 
sarson ka saag. Hamburgers or soup. You’ll 
love it any way. Kyon ki saeh yeh hai-young 
ho ya old sab ki pasand Merrigold. 



MERRIGOLD 


TABLE MARGARINE 


The better butter ahernate. 

Awdable in 100 & 200 gm Packs 











Rum, Lloyd, Rum! 

unday evening at the Lahabari in 
north Calcutta. There was jasmi¬ 
ne in the air and attar on your 
vrists. And there were footmen, Uveri- 
idala late 19th century Bengal. There 
vas Madhuri Devi's mujra holding 
ort, and, as the rum passed around— 
varm, dark, tangy, and very very 
Tim —the ambience built. 

Chhabria Marketing Ltd's new pro- 
luct went down gullets, .smooth as 


silk. 

The wait was for CUve Lloyd, the 
Big Cat from the West Indies. No point 
introducing him. Big, burly and com¬ 
posed, he was lending his name to the 
new rum, Lloyd's Classic. The Carib- 
beans, they say, gave the world rum. 
What nice people. And 'Supercat' 
Lloyd seemed to be fitting in to the T ' 
The bottle was opened, and Lloyd's 
face said it all, as the sensation made 
its way down. "Cheers," said he. 

"You can see my.eyes are red," 
Supercat's voice was as strong as ever. 


the timbre having matured with age. 
"That is because the West Indians lost 
yesterd^ (in the final of the Hero 
Cup). Of course, all credit to the Indi¬ 
ans. Oh, yes we love rum, and yester¬ 
day the West Indians played as if they 
were on rum. But this is as good a rum 
as any." 

The concept is new. Somewhere 
along the line, maybe, there struck a 
discordant note, but the rum smoothc- 
ned the creases. But one did miss the 
'rc»e-water' treatment. Looks it could 
catch on, like the ’flu, or even like this 
new rum (a trifle on the light side, it 
tasted). 

The tempo rose in octaves, as 
Madhuri Devi first sang one for Lloyd. 
She moved close to the big man. Thick 
glasses and a rather expressionless 
face do not betray amusement in 
Lloyd. Then she danced, and the drea¬ 
ry, decadent Bengalee suddenly sat up 
and the currency notes flew. Not calyp¬ 
so, that; quite dest. 

Lloyd stayed the week, visitii^ 
retail outlets around the city, explain¬ 
ing t^ goodness of the 'dark' Ltoyd's 
Classic, spending an evening with the 
'Lord and Master', and generally gett¬ 
ing to like this place. "I like India. This 
was where I first earned my Test cap. 
This was my first trip as captain of the 
West Indies," 

^, Maybe this was the place where he 
I ’ first tasted a spot of gc^ non- 
I Caribbean rum. For Bengal consumes 
9 the most rum in all of the country, sta- 
I tistics say. 

I SujitBhar 
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VIDEOS 


Tkrw MMnfMn; If • time 
for eiMlIief BMiention to lefi* 
■Monllilttoleofiiialoboii- 
illiig.GoiwKeltirMdLiMiTMr- 
nor dmcod tiieirmy in tho 
Fortios, tiio Sevontim hiCli- 
IgliM Raquol Woldi’e hon¬ 
ing twin assets mMi Hcliird 
Yorii’sdeiring-do and now in 
the Nfawties Mcxandre 
Dnmas'darii piGareaque has 
been transfomed Into a high- 
splritad, straight-lacad romp 
where fiMd is good and bad is 
bad. 

Fighting, acreamhig and 
wenching te HoHywood brat 
pack KeNsr Siitboriand, 
Chariie Sheen, Chris (TDon- 
neH and Oliver Platt. GabfMIe 
Anwar is Queen Anne whHe, 
Tim Cony is the evH, evil Cardi¬ 
nal RteheReu. Great cast, 
great sets and a lot of aption 
and fun. So go for it, now. 


’SAnnt c*sn 


T H I' PICK () F T H E W 


re watch dial 
lights up. 

SOftiienaxt 
time you have 
power cuts at 
home or have to 
lead people to 
safMyfrM dark¬ 
ness or simply 
have to turn 
your wrist over 
theshouldorof 
your gbi hi the 
cinema haH, you 
donthaveto 
peer and try and 
catch the evg- 
siverayofil^ 
ohthediid. 

Tbnexlmttglo 
adapts the 
advanced prin¬ 
ciple of electro- 




MUSIC 

The Wheel; RosanneCash: 
This lady of country music 
is known for her husky ren¬ 
ditions of soulful tunes and 
here she is destined to set a 
few male hearts swooning. 
Seventh Avenue on side one 
is a smooth track that gets 
itself a novel feel due to the 
bouncy bass riff. Roses in the 
Fire starts with a bang and 
does not end with a whim¬ 
per and boasts of a crisp 
drum beat closer to rock 
than country. The Wheel is a 


refreshing country album, 
musically not as simplistic 
as this genre usually is and 
is very high on melody. 

A good buy for country 
lovers. 


LIFESTYLE 


Never in the 
Oark; Early Int 
year New York'! 
World TnVie 
Center wa* bom¬ 
bed iqr terrorists 
and one man led 
aapoupof 
people down 34 
darkened 
flights of stairs to safety. By 
the Hght of Ms Indtglo. 

The most important innova¬ 
tion since quartz, and If s 
Timex which scores tlite time. 

A most remaikafaie nghting 
system, indiglo, has you Just 
pushing a button and the enti- 




originallydeve- 
loped for bi-tech applications 
such as the illumination of 
electronic instrumentation 
and cockpit lighting. Now suc¬ 
cessfully miniaturised for 
watches. 

Conventional watches use 
eitber dim backlights which 
drain the battery or phospho¬ 
rescent material which loses 
intensity over time. But in 
Indiglo, minute qiuuitities ei 
energy from the battery are 
used to excite electrons on the 
dial givit« a bright Hue-green 
gkiw. 


Drawings with 
a difference: Cal- 
cultans will 
get to see yet a 
new medium 
of art. Paritosh 
Sen, the doyen 
of Bengal pain¬ 
ters, is through 
with his latest 
series, but the 
medium he 


has chosen 

for his work is altogether 
new to the connoisseurs. . 

He has used water- 
soluble colour pencils and 
crayons to create some exci¬ 
ting works, like 'Sisters at 
Tea Table'. 

The series will be exhibit¬ 
ed at Galerie 88 from this 
Friday till the end of this 
month. 


fl 


FASHION 


GnatCoatKlhe cold taaaon 
te setting and if s time to push 
your arms thror^h them 
sleeves of them groat coats. 

The mood of the season is 
velvetandtbecoloHrisabrIlii- 
ant shade of tomato rod. 

Give yourself red, tomato 
red, and velvet, thank you. 
















(Jatlicrinc ncnciirc ivas the must classical French beauty of her time. And she 
has lost none of her elej^ahce and y,race. Her last film, Indochina, screened 
abroad receiitly, shoivs her at her histrionic best. Guadalupe JEnriquez 

interviewed her in Spain 


H er niDSt recent m<i”ic, 

buiochim, has confirmed 
lier as one the last great 
stars on the international 
cinema scene. Beautiful as ever, Cathe¬ 
rine Deneuve is Uniking different 
these days Excerpt.s from an 
interview; 


Does this new look of yours have 
something to do with your latest 
movie, Indochina! 

I don't think 1' ve changed that 
much, but yes, perhaps something has 
remained of the character I portrayed. 
It is not the first time something like 
this has happened. For example, 1 


remember that when 1 filmed The 
White Qhi'chI had to put a few pounds 
on. In this film. I've had to cut my hair 
because the story is set in the IndtKhi- 
na of the 1930s, and in those days, no 
European women wore their hair long 
Why didn't you just use a wig? 

1 tried. But it was too uncomforta- 
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ble. With just a small cosmetic adjust¬ 
ment, we found we could change me 
into the delicate Englishwoman we 
were striving for. 

That seems strange, bearing in 
mind that many people consider you 
to be a S 3 rmbol of Paris.... 

Yes, a great many people see me as a 
typically Parisian woman, and per¬ 
haps for that reason, they think of me 
as being very sophisticated. But I 
think it's a good thing to change the 
way you look from time to time, even 
if there's nothing in the script that calls 
for it. 

In this case, the script called for a 
woman with a strong personality. 
Did you find it easy to identify with 
the character of Elianne? 

Yes. It was extremely easy. 1 feel I 
have a lot in comnjon with her in 
terms of personality. 

Perhaps that is because this was a 
script written specifically for you? 

Let's say that I am lucky in that the 
directors with whom 1 work write 
with me in mind. In this case, the cha¬ 
racter goes about her life with the 
same kind of energy with which I 
tackle mine. It is a very full role, what 1 
would call "a man's role," in that it's 
very demanding. 1 am at various times 
a mother, a child, a stning woman and 
a vulnerable one. It is wonderful to 
play such a complex and tortured 
character. 

Did you discuss this with ttie 
director? 

Yes, Regis Wargnier wanted to 
make this movie and we talked about 
it before he prepared the script. He 
already had in mind a woman with a 
strong character who had the same 
qualities as a man when it came to mak¬ 
ing decisions, but who was at the same 
Hme also gentle and romantic. That's 
how the film—and my role in it— 
took off. And 1 am very happy with 
the way it went. 

When you are working, do you try 
to seduce the director or the public? 

I don't try to seduce anyone in p>arti- 
' cular. When I am Blming, my public is 
the crew with whom I am working. 1 
feel calm and comfortable in their pres¬ 
ence and I try to make myself appeal to 
my public through the camera. I like to 
share my work with everyone. Actors 
are people who need to work in a har¬ 
monious environment. I have been 
lucky enough to work with geat direc¬ 
tors such as (Luis) Bunuel, (Francois) 
Truffaut and many more. 

Do you feel yourself to be the Que¬ 
en of French dnema? 

I wouldn't say that. There are many 
other very good actresses in France. If 


1 am a symbol, it is because I have 
reached an age at which France has 
conferred a kind of status on me. But 
age does not bother me. I care more 
atout the quality of my life. 

Does that mean that cinema is not 
the most important Bring in )rour life? 

Cinema has been the most import¬ 
ant thing in my life. But now I also 
have my children, and there are other 
things which help to give me a sense of 
balance. 1 need to do things that I like 
doing. 

-So really, you are not the typical 
star you are made out to be? 

1 am a very active woman who lives 



life as it really is. 1 am not an inaccessi¬ 
ble star. In a sense, 1 am a star who has 
given birth to a great many characters. 
I am a privileged actress, with an 
important place in Bre difficult world 
of cinema, it is also true that I have 
been spoiled by directors and 
produers. 

If you had the diance of another 
life, would you still like to come back 
as Catherine Deneuve? 

I would do everything just the way I 
have done. I don't regret a single 
thing. But I do say that it's wonderful 
to be able to enjoy my children and my 
friends. 


Several of these laBer have died. Is 
the problem of AIDS someBting that 
worries you? 

Yes, it's true. In the past few years 1 
have lost several gocxi friends because 
of this terrible disease. So now, in my 
own way, I am helping various organi¬ 
sations which take care of people who 
are sick with AIDS. I am convinced 
that the HIV test (to see whether a per¬ 
son has the AIDS virus) should be free, 
simple to have done and completely 
anonymous. People have to be ready 
to help others who are suffering from 
illnesses which affect everyone. It's 
the same with drug addiction. 

Going back to the cinema, which 
are your favourite actresses? 

There are a great many I like—Loui¬ 
se Brooks, Julie Christie, Jessica 
Lange, Carole Lombard, Geena Davis 
and Susan Sarandon. 1 like the streng¬ 
th and energy of North American 
actresses, but I must also include 
Sophia Loren since it was by watching 
her when 1 was a child that I first decid¬ 
ed I wanted to become an actress. 

Have you ever considered doing 
anything else but working in the 
cinema? 

So far, I haven't had any desire to do 
anything else. At times, 1 feel drawn 
by the theatre, but I don't think I'd be 
much good at it. I am too nervous by 
nature. In any case, I would only do it 
for personal reasons. 1 wouldn't want 
to make a career out of it. 

When you began acting, aged 15, 
did you ever think you'd become as 
famous as you are today? 

I didn't expect anything. I didn't 
even know what an actress was. But 1 
have learned a great deal about life 
through films. Starting very young is 
certainly a great help, especially if you 
are well received, because then other 
offers start coming in. But when I 
began my career, the competition was 
not as stiff as it is now. 

Why have you cultivated this 
image of being a reserved person? 

I am very reserved. In any case, 1 
don't want to change my character, 
even though at times I find it difficult 
to control my temper. 1 generally like 
secrets, and having a life that is differ¬ 
ent from my public one. 

Are you referring to your charita¬ 
ble wmrk? 

Yes. I like helping people in need 
without expecting anything in return. 

1 think a lot of people have a false idea 
of me, and for that reason, I try to pro¬ 
tect myself. I have a very close circle of 
friends whorn I think of as part of my 
family. 

(World News Link/Neu>script) 
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TimTOI 



NOTE; All arrival artd departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days. 1 being Monday. 


IN I [' tlNA ! lONAL 


£ ABWiadaaa*Dcllil-CaiaittK 
Air. (7); KL^ at 0230. 

£ Caleulla-Ddlii-Aiiialerdaaa: 
Dq>.(7):lCL«76at0420. 

£ Umdim-DellilCalciitla: Air. 

(3.7) ; BA-143 at .1440. 

£ Cakntta-DdUii-London: Dap. 

(3.7) : BA-1142 at2040. 
Calciilla-Sincapaic: Dap. (5); 
SOilSatll^ 

O Cakulta-Dliaka-Sliigapon: 
Dcp.(2}:SQ-416atll30. 
StajapMeOkntta. An. (2.5). 

Dalhi-Calcana-SliigaBon; Air. 
(l):AI-482atll45;Dro.(l); 
AI-430 at 1300; Air. (5); Al-428 at 
0540; Dip. (5); AI-428at0650. 
Singapam-Calcntta-Delhi: Arr. 

(5);AI-429atl625;Dep.(5): 
Al-429atl740. 

SingapoKOlcuMa-Bombay; 

Air. (f): AI.431 at 2235; Dep. (2): 
AI-431at0100. 

-To- 


';Dep. 


T(ri(]to-Bang)H>k-Calcutta-Boai- 
hay An. (6); Al-309at 1KE5; Dep. 

(6):AI-309atl930. 
Calcutla-Boinbay-London-New 
Yoric Dep, (2); Al-101 at 0100. 
Calcutta-Delhi-London-Ncw 
York: Dep. (5): Al- 
429/AI-187/AH01 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Booibay-Delhi-Londo 
n-New Yoilc Dep. (6); AI- 
309/AI-lllatl930. 
Calcutta-DeUii-London-Toiont 
O! Dep. (5): AI-429/AM87at 
1740. 

Calcutta-Bombay-DeUii-ParU: 
Dep. (6): AI-309/AH47at 1930. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Roine-Geneva: 
Dep. (5); A1-429/AM71 at 1740. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Frankhirt-Paiis; 
Dep. (5): A1-429/AI-141 at 1740. 
Caicutta-Bombay-Delhi-Paria-F- 
rankfint: Dep. (2^ Al- 
431 /AM43at 0100; Dep. (6): AI- 
309/AI-147at 1930. 
Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-731 at 0K5; Dep. (1,3,6): 
TG-314atl355. 

Bangkok-Calciitta: Arr. (2,4,5, 

7); IC-732 at ISaS; Arr. (1, .3,6). 
TC-313atl240. 

Calcutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5):!C-747atn45;Dep (1,6): 
RA-214at 14.55. 

Kalhmandu-Calcutta: Arr. (1, .3, 

5): IC-748at 1520; Arr. (1,6): 
RA-213at 1355. 

Calcwita-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-723 at 1330; Dep. (1,2, .3,5,6, 
7);BC-092atll20;Dep.(4): 
BG-092 at 0850; Dep. (2,3,5,6,7): 
BC-0%atl920 

Dhaka-Caleutta: Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-724 at 1600;-Arr. (1,2, .3,5,6,7): 
BG4)91 at 1040; Arr. (4) BG4)91 
at 0810; Arr. (2,3,5,6,7): BC-095 
at 1840 


Calcutta-ChlttagonK Dep. (1); 
IC-225atl230,^.a5>; 

8(3-698 at 1730. 
Chittagong-Calcutla: An. (1): 
lC-226 at 1450; An. a 5): BG-697 
at 1650. 

Paro-Calcntta-Banakok: An. 

(2): KB-105at 0805-D^G): 
KB-105at0850. 
Ban^cok-Caicutta-PanK An. 

(7): KB-106at 1005; Dep. (7): 
KB-106atn05. 

4t Sofla-Bahrain-Calctttta; An. 

(4) :LZ-503atll30. 

4t Calcutta-Bahiain-SofU: Dep. 

(5) :LZ-504at0100. 

* Moacow-Shariah-Caleatta: 
An.(4):SU-537all6K. 

* Cakeutta-Sharfah-MOacow: 
Dep.(4):SU-538at 1855. 

$ Amman-Calcatta-Bangkok: 


An. (4). RM84 at 0705; Dep. (4). 
RM84at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 
Arr. (4): RJ-185 at 1450; Dep (4) 
RJ-185atl550. 

Calcutta • Bombay - Sharjah • 
Abu Dhabi: Dep. (2): AI- 
431/Al-703at0100. 
Calctttta-Bombay-Doha-Babrai 
n: Dep. (2); AI-43] /AI-873 at 
0100. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Delhi-Mosco 

w: Dep. (6): Al-309/Al-515 at 
19.30. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muacat; Dep. 
(2): AI-431 /AI-833 at 0100; Dep. 

(6) AI-.309/AI-845 at 193(1. 
Calcutta-Delhi-Muscat: Dep. 
(.5):AU29/AI-«4Ial 1740. 
Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: Dep. (2) AI43I/AI-7.33 
at 0100; Dep. (6) Al-309/Al-735 
at 1930. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Nairobi: Dep. 
(6): AI-.309/Al-215at 1930. 
London-Delhi-Calcutta: An. 
(l):AI-132/AI-682atll45- 
New York - London - Delhi - Cal- 
cuMa:An.(5) AI-112/Al-428at 
0540. 

Paris-Frankturt-Delhi-Calcutta; 
Arr. (!)• AI-146/AI-682at 1145. 


Toronto-London-Delhl-Caleatt- 
a: An. (1): Al-186/AI-682at 1145. 
Abu Dhabi-Bombay-Calcutta: 
An. (5); A1-756/AI-306 at 1730. 
Bahiain - Doha - Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: An. (5): Al-876/Af-306 at 
1730. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 

An. (5): AI-816/Al-306 at 1730. 
Dubai-Delhi-CalcuHa: An. (5); 
Al-736/AI428 at 0540; An. (1); 
/U-734/Al-682atll45. 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutta: An 
(5): AI-806/AI-306 at 1730. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5): A1-856/AI-306 at 1730. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5):AI-826/Ar-306atl730. 

Ras-al-Khaymah - Sharjah - 
Bombay - Calcutta: Arr. (5): Al- 
706/AI-.306at 1730. 


Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5): AI-H26/Al-306 at 17,30 


DOMESTIC 


Air-India 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2): 

AI-4.31 at 0100; Dep. (6): Al-309 at 
19.30. 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (5)' 
AI-.306 at 17.30 

Calcutta-Delhi: lA-p. (5) AI-429 
at 1740 

Delhi-Calcutta: Art. (1). Ar-682 
at 1145, An. (5): Al-428 at 0540. 

East West Airlines 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (daily). 
4S 804 at 0715. 

Bombay-Calcutta: An. (daily): 


4S 803 at 2045. 

Calcutta-Delhh Dep. (1,2,3.4,5, 

6): 4S 805 at 1505. 
Ddhl-Calcutta: An. (1,2» 3< 4,5, 

6): 4S 806 at 1115. 
Calcutta-Guurahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) :4S812atll45. 
Guwahati-CalcnUa: An. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 4S 811 at 1425. 

Damanta Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: An. (daily): 
D2-101 at 0830; An. (daily): D2 

103 at 19.30 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily). 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (daily): D2 

104 at 2000. 


ModiLUJt 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (daily): M9 
.301 at 1925 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily) M9 
302 at 2000. 


Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agartala; Dep. (daily): 
IC-741 at0710,Dep.(l,2,.3,4,6, 

7):lC-743atl3(X);An (daily) 
IC-742 at 0940, Arr (1,2, .3,4,6,7). 
IC-744 at 1.530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra; Dep. (2,4,6, 

7): IC-721 at 0800; Arr (2,4,6,7): 
lC-722atl040. 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep. (1.2, ,3, 

4.6.7) - lC-771 at 0fi20; Arr, (1.2,3, 

4.6.7) :IC-772al 1200. 

Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras: Dep. (3,5): IC-542at 
1045; An, (.3, .5): IC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (doily): 
lC-765 at 171.5; An. (daily). 
lC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6): IC-777al 1620; An. (2,4,6): 
IC-778al2120. 

Caicutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily): 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily): 
lC-176 at 0915; An. (daily): 
lC-274 at 1845 and Arr. (daily): 
lC-175at081.5. 

Calcutta-Port Blair: Dep. (2,4,6): 
IC-285 at 0540; An. (2,4,6): 
IC-286atl020. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): 
IC-26.3 at 0700 and lC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): lC-261 at 1900; 
An. (daily): IC-401 at 12(Band 
IC-264 at 7.1.55, An. (2,4,6,7)- 
lC-262atO910. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi: 
Dep. (daily): lC-810 at 1040; An. 
(daily): IC-809 at 1.500 
Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow - 


E No traffic rights on Delhi-Calcutta-Delhi 
& No tratfic rights on Bahrain-Calcutta-Bahrain 
* No traffic rights on Caloutta Shanah-Calcutta 
@ No traffic rights on Caicutta-Ohaka 
S No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calcutta 


“I t , 

kdieregular Indian Airlines schedule, 
subject to change. Passengers are 
A te keep track of annon ncements made by 

^'.’^d^emAtrbnes in the press. Fur rissistauce. theymav 
^^y^em^ fc^officej263.i90.2(y44.\l 202415, 202548, 
f^1611657and2629(B, and (airport) 552^>i.ii. 552<^X\i7, 
:\.^SS&e47,267007and2044.-i.i lixcejrtfrom 45and46 
?• .exchanges, dial 140for general information, _ 14 J for 
tmenafiorvi, l42forJhght arrivals and 143for 
, ' ■" departures. 
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Delhi; Dep. (1.3,5): IC-410 at 
1800; Arr. (1,3,5): lC-409 at 2105. 
Cdcutte-Iinphal: Dep. (3,5); 
lC-25»at 0745; Arr. (3,5): lC-260 
at 1315. 

Calcatta • SUchar - Imphal: Dep.. 
a4,6,7J: lC-255 at 1020; Arr. Q, 

4.6.7) :IC-256at 1510. 
Calcutta-SilchaR Dep. (1,3); 
IC-253 at 0850; Arr. (1,3): lC-254 
at 1130. 

CalcutU-EMbmgarh: Dep. (2,4, 

6.7) : IC-201 at 1140; Arr. a 4,6, 


7):IC-202at1530. 

Calcutta • Guwahati - Dimapur: 
Dep. (^4): IC-257at 1140; Arr. (2, 
4):lC-258at1640. 
Calcutta^uwabatu Dep. 

(daily): lC-229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6): lC-711 at 0700; Arr. (daily): 
IC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-712atl010. 

Calcutta - Tcapur - Jorhat • Cal* 
cutU: Dep. (2,4,6): iC-213 at 
1010; Arr.«, 4,6): IC-213 at 1415. 
Calcutta • Bhubaneswar - Nag- 


S nr - Hyderabad: Dep. {X 5,7)- 
:-769atl600,Arr.(3,5,7). 
lC-770at2120. 

CUIcuHa • Bhubaneswar- 
Madras; Dep. (2,4); IC-.544at 
1045; Arr. (2,4): 1C-.543 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

Calcutta-Jamshedpur: Dep. (1, 
3,5): l’F-717at 06.30; Arr. (1, .3,5); 
PF-718atn830. 

* Calcutta - Aizawl • Acartala ■ 
Calcutta: Dep. (1,3.5): PF-705 at 


0900; Arr. (1,3,5); PF-706at 1250. 
Calcutta • Coocb Bchar- Basdo- 
gra - Calcutta: Dep. (1,3,5): 
PF-707at1320;Arr.(1,3,5): 
PF-708al 1700. 

Calcutta - Agarlala • Shillong: 

Dep. (2,4,6, 7y. PF-TOl at 06^ 
Arr. (2,4,6,7); PF-702at 1110. 
Calcutta • Aiaawl - Agartala • 
Calcutta; Dep. 0. 4,6,7): PF-705 
at 1140; Arr (2,4,6,7); PF-706 at 
1530. 

* Technical landing at Agartala 
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3073 23-00 Hlmglil 


5047 13-00 
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0«N-KhH«IM 

AmrtMvMaH 

Bombay MMI via Allahabad 
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Clap: Tues,Thurs&Sat. 

Arr: Wed. Fii A Sun 
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3103 18-20 Shaoirirthl(Lalgola)EKpraaa 
S10S >2-40 Qir^Saw(Chhapra)Expfaaa 

Dap, A Air Tues, Thus A Sat 


. -10-26 310* 
4-25 '91BB 


SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 


7-45 2312 
7-65 3006 
13-16 3004 
17-00 23K 


17-00 2304 


10-45 2302 


12-60 2306 


11-35 3074 


4- 30 6048 

7- 00 3010 
18-15 3008 

15-30 3060 

5- 20. 3040 
11-66 3020 
54)0 3022 
84» 6880 

21-25 331S 

10- 30 3030 

8- 45 3036 
540 3032 

11- 35 3026 


5-30 3072 
1540 3016 
7-15 11« 

7-15 1172 

4-» 3328 
7-16 1182 


Tbitti -Aa 

040 3142 


Mpttthim Ambai 

Up Tkna Howrah rkm 

6003 20-45 MadraaMalt . 74X) 

8002 19-20 Bombay Mall via Nagpu 8-10 

2880 12-30 QitaniaU(Bombay)Expiaaa 18-15. iMiB 

8034 20-15 AhmadabadExpraas 5-16 IB^ '. 

8030 11-20 KurtaExpraaa via Nagpur 16rtB ■ 

2841 14-25 Coromandal (Madras) &piaaB 12-00 

UlA ^ t) 

8311 22-35 BanoahmExpisss 1345 '^1 

Dep: Tues .' 

Am Sun ''r’L 

8013 17-30 Tata Steel Expreee 10-20 

8011 5-55 lepalEiqjfaaa 2246 JW*: 

8005 21-00 SambalpurExprsaa 5-00 3^ 

8015 21-30 RancMHaliaGiiprass - 8-25 

8007 22-00 Putt Dtp ree e via Cuttaok . 6-30 '8^ 

6408 19-00 JaganMtti(Air9ExpnaaviaNan| . B-fB 

2821 6-10 DhauH(Bhi4>efiMWBi)&wiaaa 21-30 

8079 23-20 TlnipatiEiipiaMi 4?'^' 

8045 1040 GaatCaaBt(K(ydarabacl)Expnaa 15-09;: 

801/ iB^'PunDlaeipfaaa ll-gB 

Oep:&«ept Saturday 
AmEHoaptSunday, '-‘('.d 

8322 22-35 auisMha»«Howrah--T rivandwimi Oa n' . 

m E ap m aa Morday only . 

— 14-10 mvandnimCaiiM-Hownh.'an^ 

.haw t ap m a a Saturday only . .1 

~ 14-10 CodiMMrtotirTaimlnua»OrtiiMia6 ' 

Waetdy pgaa aa (4a VlsaMiapiibtam A T" - 
Howrat^Thuradiyorty , ' -' '..'.TSL 

8314 22-as OtwwbMI-CochMHmtorTaiw^ 

WM t MyEi (p m aa(vtBHowtahA\>til^ , '. 

painam)8(rturdaycn^ A " 

8318 22-36 Oachin Harbour Tsemtnua Aapraaa .13-46^ 

(vtaMaaMiapainamAHowrah) . ' 

D8(i:ftiASun. ’ . . ■ 

Air Tubs. • ■■■ 

erao ''8846 OuwahaU • Bar«aiofo CMy 

Eiqmaa (via Howrah A Cutt^ Wid- 
nasdayonly . ■■■ *' -'.A-.v 

— 14-10 Bangalaiv Cdy - QwmMI 

P B ir aai(v8HowraKACuttBEt0MptKll)yp'^^-..-. - 


MBIKAb — —- — -* ^ 4 iM 8 nmiMainsi 

BfHPJfHWPl rQf fDunOtfKOIOOICJIWU H I IM WI QnP—B 
imilh ITartiMTl flallllfll It^km Mmi 

, bia|80i 2H0)B M M tar Mj^ajBhif ln*emia> laa._f)B|rjHi|j 
taBawaBDisssNi AaiAam RaBaayari33iaimi4B0aiatBM 
d|ipm«NHM0»faam5«mta3|^ 

vNRHQ^HvIDQiBRHNIIIOVpmr^a w* 

ad l i i (Bi mi 8a aw t ir a lniia wl rigl ,l>l|iigBr 8fci | |lw i»« 
im NgUlIrM sBaarvaMonaL TMt asn4a».«lMfi 
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UIZ 


W ord origins have 
always fascinated 
one and many quizzarels. 
So this week let us look at 
some of the uncommon sto¬ 
ries behind common words. 

Budget from the old 
French bougette, meaning 
literally "littlebag". Opin¬ 
ions vary as to how the 
term arrived at its present 
meaning. Cotgrave, an 
English lexicographer of 
James I's reign, translated it 
as "a little coffer or trunk 
covered with leather", and 
as such it was often applied 
to a dispatch box in which 
official papers were kept. 
Thus in Britain the Chancel¬ 
lor of the Exchequer tradi¬ 
tionally carried his financi¬ 
al statement into Parlia¬ 
ment in his "budget". The 
alternative position holds 
that in early times a budget 
was simply a sack (bouge) 
full of coins, the various 
sums intended for specifi¬ 
ed purposes being already 
sorted into little pouches, 
or bougettes. Whichever, 
balancing it then was no 
simpler than balancing it 
now. 

Ecstasy. Not .so long ago, 
it was generally believed 
that the soul could, and 
sometimes did, actually 


QUESTIONS 


leave the body, such as 
when a person saw a vision 
or went into a trance. Such 
a state was termed 
"ecstasy", from the Greek 
ek, "out", and stasis, "a stan¬ 
ding". Until recently the 
word was most commonly 
associated with a morbid 
state, as with a temporary 
religious insanity. The dan¬ 
cing epidemics of Germany 
and Italy in the Middle 
Ages were celebrated exam¬ 
ples of ecstasy. However, 
its present connotation, 
that of a kind of raptirrous 
delight, was not lost upon 
Milton, who wrote in II 
Penseroso. 

Sundae. Because of its 
spelling, most etymolog¬ 
ists have tried to link sun¬ 
dae to the day of the week, 
with varying degrees of 
ingenuity. According to 
one story, when the blue 
laws of Virginia prohibited 
the sale of soda drinks on 
Sundays, an enterprising 
merchant sold the ice 
cream and syrup alone, 
and voila! There it was! 
Then again, there's the tale 
of George Hallavcr, of Two 
River-s, Wi.sconsin, who 
ordered a dish of ice cream 
with ch(Kolate syrup on 
top. News of the innova¬ 




MniMuktomeim 

c0ihtr!fiUmion 






' CaieifttaM) 

ARSWEN 


Peter ofCotechurch's 
London Bridge 
cotdpLeted in 1209 and 


500 years, was much 
more than a maduay. It 
ims crowded with 
houses, shops, tarmns, 
chapels and.a fort. 
London bridge is 
falUng down r^ers tv 
the frequent collapse or 
demolition of these often 
ramshackle buildings, 
not to the bridge itself 


tive dish spread to nearby 
Manitowoc, where George 
Gi% began to sell it in his 
ice cream parlour as a Sun¬ 
day treat. On the other 
hand, some people claim 
that the students at North- 
westem University named 
the dish after their baseball 
coach, evangelist Billy Sun¬ 
day. But even if the word 



came from Sunday, none of 
those stones explains why 
a 1904 newspaper spelled it 
>iiin1r, and why, as late as 
1929, dictionaries listed 
soiiiihi as yet another vari¬ 
ant of the same word, a 
dish they also called colle¬ 
ge ice. Nor do they exp- 
plain where the dae ending 
came from. 


l>Wlio first called Gandhiji 'Mahat- 
maft (Manc^Kamar Singh, 
Stoii&atilt9) 

39 ! ^vhatlalSKe origin of the word 
'jwnance'? ^amir Mukheijee, 
SafiMuiya) 

3^ Who was known as Tavarish 
ih Indian films? (Abdul 
IQh^UldCllU0il, Tti^kia 46) 

'4$ Wh<kt n«neisgiventothepaint- , 
ing medium that uses the yolks of 
egm? (Prosenjit Roy. Calcutta 12) 
wldeiUify the Nobel Prize winner 
fw Ltt«ature who used to call 
Marlene Dietrich The Kraut'? 
(Othello Maaoomdar, Calcutta 71) 

6 ) Which famous movie star receiv¬ 
ed 25 T-shirts in payment far his 


first major role in The Ijords of 
Flalbrush7 (Sauptik Chowdhury, 
Guwahatill) 

7) What is thaumatography? (EhU*- 
sham Anjum, Calcutta 16) 

8) What is brisket? (Aftab Alam, 
Calcutta 24) 

9) What is a Mertxrine gland? (Md 
Farhan Quaderi, Calcutta 16) 

10) Why were Patricia Jarman, Jean 
Williams and Sheila l-iarinan- 
Mai^in in the news in May 1993 
making a sorting record of sorts? 
(Zafri Muclasser Nofiz, Dibrugarh) 


r Nofiz, Dibrugarh) 


ANSWERS 


apn iqSiaMXA 
-esq e aSpnf 04 ueuioM tsjp aip 8u| 


-utnaaq snqt '^noq diqsuotduieqa 
tqSiOMXABaq uossnSjaj ossaf 
-dMOQ qaipp^i aqi uj sa8pn( aaiq* 
ai |4 aj9M saipe] aajq; asaqx (01 
'pue|S )(jfeAi{es 
aqj -y-a 'uuo| jiatp SuiSueip iho 
-qiiM 'auBjquiaui [jaa aq) qSnojm 
sipi) aq; jo jno Mnjjtp spnpojid Ai 
-opJDas aqt pue;9 |o pup| siq) u[ fa ' 
qeuiiuetnr 

fo tsBdiq aq) vuo3j| team jo y fa 

■sjapijtuM jejrqeu jo uopdiia^Q^jj; 

‘mtogie^s iaisdAi^fa. 

'XemSuiui^ isaui^fa 
'ej»du»2,fa 
'.EnMVafmi 
-UI03, sueaui tj 'e»sn)} ui auieu s{i(|} 
^q UMOWf seM ’^Kxidex fa 
‘(BBeuigs:iua|aiie 

sqi m pnPtim) 
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JUNIOR WHIRL HAL KAUFMAN 


tobatwrint. 


and M. Which twn ara ttwy? 


OH, JOYi Al’s in Alabama, Cal's m CaMomia, Flo's In Florida. 
Lou's In Louaiana, Mwy's In Maryland. Whata's Joy? Just 
toolin' folks. , , 

^ou'AssAotaisnui 


CLUED-IN TO BALL CAMfcS? 

Him' nuny of the si-vi-n ball 
gamia, listed ^•low can you idenbfv 
trum the clues provided’ Example 
No I IS baseball 

1. —ball; Abner Doubleday's 
game. 

2. —ball: The touchdown game. 

3. —ball: The slamdunk game. 

4. —ball: Came played against a 
wall. 

5. —ball: Came played on street 
with a broom handle. 

h. —ball: Came played in an 
arcade. 

7. —ball; Vintage game played 
with a six-foot ball. 

T ime limit: 2 minutrs 

^ [ivqs'«l V lirclMsis i W'S'I'H'SI 

purn t [ixisiTo'H I r lirH'Sre I 


ROUND TRIP! You art ask¬ 
ed to place the numbers 6 
through 11 in the blanks 
below so that a magic circle 
results. It is a circle in which 
each trio of numbers in a 
straight line through centre 
will total 18. 

The trick is to fiind the cen¬ 
tre number, only one of 
which among those named 
will function as required. 

Remember, 6 through 11 
are to be inserted Total is 18. 

^•*■*■(11 ll'S't't't'l 
ui «.j.h|utnu iTtxi? lYiiut? ut m 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


FUNSPOT 


j 

A 


SKATE SETI iBo skating is nies skating, howsvsr you ehooss to 
Mn in. Coloring: 1— Rad. 2—Lt. blus. 3—Ysllow. 4—Lt brosm. S— 
Flash tonas. S-U. graan. 7'—Ok. brown. B—Pu 


i-ji 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Ttwra aia at laast rix dHlar- 
snoaa m diaw^ datalls bstwsah top and bcMom pantla. How 
quleWy can you And thsm? Chaek anawsrs adh thoss bstowi 

‘Buimiui at moar'•'pawsasi •) iRu'S'B u|M|iu n bAi HMcaamnu 
> -psMui m pMH 'C 'Bumui d luapuad Z 'Bumui ci uBis i lasouaiaua 


I d luapuad Z 'Bdfdui d uBis 'i laaouaiaua 


SCORE 10 pdints for using all tha 
letlars in tha word balow to form 
two complatt words 

ARBOREAL 


THEN scoro 2 points ooch tar oil 
words of tour lottars or moro 
found omong Nio loftars 

Try to scoro ot loost St patals. 
-anq 'icsu :suioso«i ddstod 






































CALVIM AND HOBBES B WATTERSON 








































































































































RSTPERSON 


Wytihji^ 


MtflKiapSOIlA.7^n«me^^ . . „ . 

7m^.Ti« Congress hAPfmm ^uthCoiaba (Bomb^) has been theRe^bnai Cong^sOmmAtk Prem-. 
de^t longer than the le^daru Rajni Paid or SX P«t%\. Dajra fe equally at homemth CW^ magnate Ted 
Turner and his wife pnePonm,and with MaharashtraCM Sharad Pmmr.andnmnbefs i^the$mbay Dia- 
irnnA Merchant Associatkms. Bom intoaMartmri business famUy,heoptaioutcfhh:fihdiy's<xxupath^^ 
to become a politician in the seventies. Ikscrdjedas a master party-fund raiserMseqmtkmmdi industri¬ 
alists and projmswnals are enviable. 

My lack of guts and ladi of will to 





What is your most precious 
possession? <> 

My family andan untarnished 


Wliat do 
dislike me 
yoursel 

you 
)st in 
f? 

■ 

My lack of 
and lack of 
fight oth' 

guts 
will to 

ers 


tmmmmmm 


1A 7hat is your idea of perfect 
VY happiness? 

To make otheis happy. 

What is your greatest fear? 

Disintegratunt of ^cipuntry. 

Who orin^at has twen tfie greatest 
inAttfetcein your life? 

Mywife 

What dh you dblike most in e|iKirs? 

Hypoerisy, / 

What do yottdislike most inyouiself? 


What ob jects do 
you always carry? 

/\ comb 


What objects do you 
always carry? 

A comb. 

What makes you 
most depress^? 

When i see apathy. 
What do you most 
dislike on your 
appearance? 


What IS your 
favourite word? 


I What IS your 
favourite journey? 
Anywhere as long as I can get to 
play bridge. 

Vvhat is your favourite dream? 

That Rajiv Gandhi is alive and well, 
and is addressing a large gathering. 
What is your nightmare? 

Communal ftren/y. 

What or who is the greatest love of 
yourlife?' 

My wife. 

what is your source of sustenance? 

My family and my friends, 
bn what occasions do you lie? 

When I Want to flatter someone. 
What is your greatest regret? 

1 have no regrets. 

Whet has been your happiest 
mosnent? 

Thesuccessful completion of the ' 
Congr^s centenary. 
yrtM brings tears to your eyes? 

Hu^ninisery. 

How ffeyou rdait? 

/By flaying bridge. 

Whiri do ytou envy.most in others? : 




H^ woidd^u like ; ; ; 

.rtniettdieipd?. ,V'-- 

;:V i^sftjaqsdjody'who did someth 

How^rdd. yi»ii.liitelto die? • >*'■.' ■: 

; I^cefullyihmysleep. 
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The Telegraph 


FoST MORTEM 


It AU Adds Up 

■ The article on Dr 
Baehisht Naiain Singh 
('Alpha Plus', Octofe 31) 
omitted certain vital fact- 
sors behind the genius' 
mental estrangement. 
These had be^ brought 
to light elsewhere. 

During his stints at the 
Indian Statistical Insti¬ 
tute, Calcutta and even 
abroad, he had to face pro¬ 
fessional jealousy from 
his colleagues. 

He is a mathematician 
par excellence and his out¬ 
standing faculty and per¬ 
formance created an infe¬ 
riority complex among 
men. He received no 
appreciation whatsoever 
and it was this sense of 
alienation which was vast¬ 
ly responsible for his 
s(±izophrenia. 

Nandtt Dulal Roy 
Chowdkury, 

Kharagpur 

■ It was pathetic to read 
about Dr Singh's plight. 
His case proves t^t it is 
always outsiders who 
recognise our countr 5 r's 
talents. So it needed 
NASA to honour Dr 
Singh, but even after all 
that acclaim, the mathe¬ 
matician was left to suffer 
for five years in his own 
homeland. 


In India, genuine appre¬ 
ciation is very much a 
posthumous affair. We 
never seem to be able to 
ot^ectively evaluate the 
goodness of things until 
they are long past. 
Rizwanur Ridman, 
Calcutta 

■ It is definitely good 
news that the mathemati¬ 
cal genius is gradually 


returning to a normal life. 
I feel all of us shoxild con¬ 
tribute towards his 
rehabilitation. 

Arta Miskra, 

Cuttack 

■ So long as Dr Singh's 
talents could be uti&ed, 
he was showered with 
attention and respect, but 
when the time came for 


the country to return his 
debt, he was given the 
cold shoulder. 

Shabina Omar, 

Calcutki 


■ Can we now have a 
write-up on the other 
mathematical wizard, 
Shakuntala Devi? 
PrabolGuka, 
Jamshedpur 


Willow and 
Leather Stuff 

■ 'Diamcmd Heads' 
(November 7) was an 
incomplete story in that it 
omittM the name of 
Azhar, whoisoneof the 
best batsmen as well as 
fielders in Ute world. 

Both Kapil and Azhar 



bli, the rising sun of 
cricket, on the cover and 
Arun I^, the setting 
sim, on the last page of 
the issue. 

Niladri Shankar Das, 
Bahsore 


do not seem to be getting 
their due from die print 
medium. 

On theod\er hand, 
Sachin is being 
overprojected. 

Swnatita Roy, 

Shillong 

Money, the 
Great Leveller 

■ Though Taslima Nas- 
reen's efforts are lauda¬ 
ble, I feel no special move¬ 
ment or agitation will 
help establish true equali¬ 
ty of status ('Mother Cou¬ 
rage', October 17). We 
ourselves create trouble 
for our girls when we do 
not ensure that they are 
economically indepen¬ 
dent before marriage. 

Any person who has no 
sourceof income is very 
likely to invite contem^, 
even torture, regardless 
of sex. 

Dilip Kumar Sen, 

Calcutta 



g PAGE 8 

f VINOD DHAM, the man behind the launch of 
the fastest computer chip from Intel, was in India 
recently. A profile. 

PAGE4 

THE AIR FORCE and women? Well, yes, they've 
got a touch of feminine class now, too. A report 
from the Air Force Academy at Dundugal, near 
Hyderabad. 

Women in Air Force 
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FROMTENDERFOOBTO 

TOUGH NUTS 

5oifa Thakur reportsfmm the Air Force Academy at Dundugal on the touch of 

feminine class to the masculine bastion 


P icture the Air Force of the 

past—a place where men and 
women were persona non 
except as 'lady wives'. 

A place where hard-living and hard- 
drinking were the rules of the day. A 

E lace where the man-at-arms was una- 
ashedly masculine. 

And picture, now, the Air Force of 
the future—a place where women 
have breached the final frontier to rub 
shoulder epaulettes with the men. A 
place where the airman is a woman. A 
place where the defence canteen 
stocks l^kme products and the 
squadron barber includes plucking 
eyebrows and perming hair among 
his professional duties. 

This gender transformation of the 
Air Force began when the first set of 12 
education and administration women 
officers were ushered in last year, and 
will culminate when the first batch of 
women pilots pins on its fliers' wings 
next December. 

The cradle of this metamorphosis is 
the Air Force Academy at Dundugal, 
some 40 kms removed from Hydera¬ 
bad. Here, among the lushness of the 
6,000-acre Academy, some 30 girls are 
going through rigorous paces, to 
make the transition from tenderfoots 
to tough soldiers. 

The slightly breathless, slightly awe¬ 
struck girls who walked in under the 
towering gates of the Academy this 
year, are part of the Air Force's experi¬ 
ment with gender equalisation. Last 
year, lAF announced that it would 
allow women in to man posts in the 
administrative, education or logistics 
departments. 

The first batch of 12 girls to survive 
the rough-and-tumble of the training 
were commissioned this June, and an 
emboldened lAF decided to spread its 


Photographs by P. Anil Kumar 

wings this year and train women as 
pilots as well. 

The imposing silence t)f foyer of the 
Academy's Cadets' Mess is suddenly 
broken by bubbles of girlish chuckles. 
The door to the ante-ioom opens and a 
bunch of girl-cadets, trim in their 
colour-coordinated blue uniforms 
and regulation-issue ammunition 
boots pour out. Looking at these budd¬ 
ing magnificent-women- 
in-their-flying-machines, one would¬ 
n't take them for the trailbla/ers they 
are. 

Looking at them one would take 
them for a giggly gaggle of girls, ribb¬ 
ing each other about some college rag. 

All in their very-early twenties, all 
very ebullient and all very intelligent. 


they treat the training and their pionee¬ 
ring feat as something of a lark. "It's 
great fun." "The Air Force is real cool." 

The accolades trip off their tongues 
in college lingo, but the enthusiasm 
and commitment are obviously adult. 
Thesi* bright young things seem too 
youthful to bear the weighty tag of 
intrepid pioneers. For them, the Aca¬ 
demy is like any other teaching institu¬ 
tion, with the add-on-attractions of a' 
glamorous uniform, ritualised tradi¬ 
tions and opportunities to actually fly 
the skies. 

V asundhara Singh Deo, who has 
appointed herself guide-in-chief, 
is a chirrupy 23-year-oid senior 
("You'll know a senior is a senior 








, AUln thdr VeQr-ejEtfly twenties, all verrdlilalikii^ 



‘tile Air Force is real cool’ r 


because they are the only ones allow¬ 
ed bikes") whose father was in the Air 
Force and mother in the NCC. The 
double-barrelled defence heritage 
was too much for her to resist. "It was 
kind of destiny, you know. The 
moment I heard they were allowing 
girls in, 1 knew 1 had to come,'' she says. 

Most others, tot>, are offspring of def¬ 
ence personnel, unable to withstand 
the tug-of-love that pulled them into 
the Air Force. They, in particular, 
seem most comfortable in the spit- 
and-polish, drum-and-drill ethos. 

Like house-proud owners, they initi¬ 
ate an exhaustive excursion tour of the 
Academy, their home away from 
home. Through the mess, the living 
quarters and theclassrcK>ms, they go, 
excitedly pointing out a favourite 
haunt here and another there. With 
enthusiasm they explain the intricac¬ 
ies of the time-tested initiation tradi¬ 


tions; "You aren't allowed to walk 
here. As juniors you can only jog. So 
you run to your classes, to the mess, to 
the ptx)l. You run everywhere. In fact, 
the only time you are allowed to walk 
is when yt)u walk into the Academy 
gates for the first time." 

This was a man's world and when 
they cro.ssed its threshold, the women 
had to abide by certain masculine 
ground rules. For starters, they had to 
forego were-the frills and furbelows of 
feminity. 

The uniform is strictly unisex, hair 
has to be kept off the neck with the aid 
of either scissors or pins; ho skirts, 
dresses or trousers can be worn even 
during the recreation hours and even 
the veriest hint of make-up is disallow¬ 
ed by the stiff-in-the-neck Dress Rules. 

But, the girls s(X)n made space for 
themselves and theirs within the 
masculine outlines of li fe in the Air For¬ 


ce. They qvolved their bunch of "cor¬ 
rective measured" (nee ragging), they 
prevailed upon the Academy's cante¬ 
en store to requisition a clutch of 
cosmetics, and they soon taught the 
Academy barber how to thread eye¬ 
brows and wax legs. 

The commandant of the Academy, 
A. V.M. Mani, recalls the girls' entry 
into what was an exclusive males-only 
territory. He said the order came one 
sudden day from the powers-that-be, 
throwing the Academy staff into a 
tizzy. "Naturally, we were completely 
thrown, but we were also eager to 
have them here," he said. 

The instructors consulted among 
themselves and then turned for advice 
to the police academy at Hyderabad, 
which had seen many a girl-cadet 
come and go. The advice from the cop- 
makers was simple—treat girls as 
you would the men. 

"Expect no concessions, accept no 
concessions"—that, then, was the epi¬ 
grammatic introduction the girls got 
at the Academy adopted as their 
credo. So, when among men, they did 
as the men did. They 'foil in' for morn¬ 
ing drill at the crack of dawn. They 
mile-marched and they jog-trotted. 
They slaved for endless hours in 'all - 






weather omditicms' to get the Drill 
Square Test movements precision- 
right, so that they could get those preci¬ 
ous 'bookoufs' allowing time out in 
Hyderabad city. And they mastered 
the patti parade—the two-minute 
mad rush that is the room-and-kit ins- 
ptH'tion drill. 

The only concessions given were 
rooms on flixirs separate from the men 
and three women orderlies to share- 
valet for the girls, while the men order¬ 
lies handled the spit-and-polish 
aspect of kit-care. "Right from the 
beginning 1 was insistent that no spe¬ 
cial arrangements be made for them 
because 1 didn't want them to become 
a liability for us," said Mani. "So, they 
ate with the boys, studied nith them 
and played with them. The separate 
sleeping blocks was only done keep¬ 
ing the need for privacy in mind." 

A nd what about problems? The US 
defence forces have been racked 
recently by reports of sexual harass¬ 
ment of women personnel. Did EXin- 
dugal face the same hazard? 


The disclaimers are deafeining in 
their vehenience. "Nothing ever," 
stress the girls and Mani corroborates. 
"Actually," he said, "the girls have 
very little interaction with staff other 
than the directing instructors. So we 
haven't had any such problem yet." 

And have there been any instances 
of airmen refusing to accept orders 
from women officers. "This would 
only apply to the girls of the last batch, 
and they have only just gone to their 
postings so it's hx) early to say," accor¬ 
ding to Mani. 

' 'For all our apprehensions, the only 
real problem we had was that of toi¬ 
lets," laughed Mani. "We had to go 
through the campus converting seve¬ 
ral men's urinals into ladies' toilets." 

This structural adjustment apart, 
the Academy has had more-than- 
a-cakewalk, as far as the gender interfe¬ 
rence is concerned. The staff is thrilled 
with I he shot-in-the-arm the study sco¬ 
res have received. 'The girls' enthusi¬ 
asm level and motivation are much 
higher than the boys', so they fare 
much better as well," informed Mani. 


The last batch's academic record is a 
straight rah-rah for the girls—they 
picked up the first and second rani« it 
the Administration and Education 
courses, respectively and mopped up 
the majority of the first one-third 
positions. 

But do the teachers— tough, air 
force officers, all—find themselves 
pulling their punches or generally 
making allowances for students of the 
fairer sex? "Not at all," is the vehe¬ 
ment answer from the flying instruc¬ 
tor, Wing Commander Garuda. He 
waved at his flying helmet and said: 
"When you put on that helmet, you 
don't differentiate between a girl and 
a boy. All you think about is teaching 
that kid all you can and as scxin as yoi 
can, -SO that you can send him or her uj 
for a solo flight." 

However, for all its political correct 
ness in opening up its hitherto barred 
to-women dcxirs, the IAF persists witl 
its gender bias. When they do finally 
win through the training, the women 
will be offered only a short service 
commission (.seven yeaVs for ground 
duty officers and 10 for pilots), as 
against their male contemporaries 
who are in lor keeps. 

The reason offered drips with male 
bias: "They may be offered a perman¬ 
ent commission later, but only when 
we have seen how they perform. Wc 
have no doubts about their abilities as 
of now, but we have to wait and see 
how they fare once they are 
married." ■ 


They evolved their bunch df‘corrective measures’ 
(nee ragging), they prevailed upon the Academy’s 
canteen sitore to requisition a clutch of cosmetics, 
and they soon tau^t the Academy barber how to 
thread eyebrows and wax legs 

































Pentium is a silicon wafer the size of a thumb nail with a mindboggling 3-1 
million transistors. And the brain behind this chip is an Indian, VinodDham. 
Dinesh C Sharma met him on his recent tHsit to Delhi 


























EUREKA. IT ALMOST SOUNDED LIKE THAT. BUT UNLIKE GREEK MATHEMATICIAN ARCHIME- 
desf, these inventors, if you can call them so, were fully clothed even if they were jumping 
out of their bathtubs. 

The air was radiating excitement. Three agonising years of day-and-night toiling'at 
tiie drawing boards and in tiie laboratories, had finally brought results. 

There was party time at Santa Clara, in the Silicon Valley. Balloons, decorations, food 
and, of course, champagne. After all, it was no mean achievment to develop a silicon 
wafer the size of a thumb nail, with a mindboggling 3.1 million transistors on it, a feat 
comparable to building a dty on 
a chip. 

With the revolutionising Pent¬ 
ium chip in hand, Intel Corpora¬ 
tion was once again creating 
history. It was an event that was 
to shake up the multi-billion dol¬ 
lar global information technolo¬ 
gy industry in the weeks and 
months to come. By any recko¬ 
ning, the whole operation was a 
culmination of team spirit of the 
highest order. 

The commitment of the team 
members was unparalleled, and 
even imthinkable in the Indian 
context. As an Intel insider recal¬ 
ls, one engineer got married in 
the momiiig and returned after 
lunch. Another missed her son's 
sixth birthday. A third one's 
wife was often asked, "How 
do^ it feel to be ain Oitiy par¬ 
ent", and so on. 

The man who made all this 
happen, the brain behind tiie 
chip and this war-like opera¬ 
tion, was an Indian, Vinod 
Dham, the proud father of the 
precious little piece of silicon c^- 
led Pentium. 

It seems Vmod's words, "Well done ^ys, well done", worked like magic on his care¬ 
fully diosen design teitm tiiat worked as a family whose only concern was the chip. 

"Yeah, I felt oil t6J> of the world," sa 5 rs Dham, recalling those not-so-distant heady 
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days, "but only for a few minutes. PC age, replacing the big machines 

Th^ I moved on to the other things." with desktop computers. The first 
He says there are a lot of challenges chip in, what is known as Intel's X86 

ahead. This is just the beginning. "My family of microprocessors, was code¬ 

job at Intel is cut out. I have to not only nam^ 286. This was followed by 386, 
make Pentium a mega success but, all and finally the 486 in 1989. 

derivatives of the family a global Each chip was more powerful than 

success." the previous one. And with each 

This may not be a tali order for the release the size of the machine kept 

man who has risen to become the US $ shrinking and its power kept going 
5.6-billion American company's vice up, a phenomenon called 'downsi- 
president, in charge of one of the com- zing' in computer jargon, 
pan/s key divisions in a span of less When 486 was launched. Business 
than 15 years and is the proud Week featured the Santa Clara compa- 

designer of its best product yet. ny on its cover, saying the release will 

In a sense, Dham's feat is the beginn- usher in a new age in computing— 
ing of a new era in the global computer that of personal mainframes. Since the 
industry, as it will bring the already obsolescence rate in the computer 

powerful PC (personal computer) industry is very high, after the release 

powers of a monster. of every new chip, Intel started work 

The jobs which were executed by on the next generation, 

mainframe computers that occupied 

huge floor spaces, as recently as in the The drive to remain at the cutting 

late Seventies, can now be done with a edge of technology resulted in the 
simple desktop PC. The heart of any design of the latest chip in the series, 
computer is a Central Processing Unit 586. Unlike its predecessors, the latest 
(CPU), which used to be a separate baby of Intel was given a name. Pen- 

unit in the big computers (called main- tium, by the special department which 
frames) manufactured by leaders like works on brand names, logos and 
IBM and DEC. trademarks at Intel, mainly to prevent 

What Intel did in the late Seventies, floodingof the market with sub- 

was to develop tiny microprocessors standard clones coming from the 

to replace theCPU. This heralded the assembly lines in the Far East. 




I t is an interesting story how the 
Pune-bom Vinoa Dham got into the 
design team of the company's micro¬ 
processor product division. Having 
co-invented Intel's Flash Memory 
Technology and products based on it, 
Dham had fairly established his 
design capability in the company. 

In the mid-Eighties the design team 
was working on the 386 chip, but the 
desired results were rrot bang 










achieved. '1 approached the division 
manager and said I can solve the pro¬ 
blem. I thought the yield could be 
increased by 10 times and started 
working on the problem at the fabrica¬ 
tion plant," recalls Dham. 

The results were beyond even 
Dham's expectations—the yield 
increased by more than 10 times with 
the changes incorporated by him, and 
he was asked to manage the prc^^ 


from thereon. That's how Dham got 
associated with the chip development 
activity at Intel in a big way. 

Another big opportunity was wait¬ 
ing for Dham in late Bghties, when 
the designs of the next chip in the line, 
486, were being finalised. At this cruci¬ 
al juncture, the team leader left and 
Dnam was asked to take it up. The 
fiiul months of the 486 development 
were managed by Dham. 


Work on the next generation begai 
soon after and Intel Chief executive 
officer Andrew Grove chose Dham b 
head the team that eventually delive 
ed Pentium in March this year. 

"I was chosen to head the Pentiurt 
team after the success of the 486. At 
Intel they don't give you a job just 
because you ask for it." 

Dham's rise at Intel was somewha 
meteoric'— from a design engineer, 











with what 1 am doing and I have my 
job cut out for me—to make Pentium 
a m^a-success for Intel 

"Ine last thmg on my mmd will be 
to look forward to what I will be domg 
five or 10 years from now Hopefully,! 
will be enjoymg myself as much as I 
am doing now " 

Dham's tnp to India in September, 
and his sabbatical before that, not only 
took him to the Belur-Halebid temples 
m Karnataka and Osho Ashram in 
Pune, but also gave him an opportuni¬ 


ty to geta first-hand idea of the liberali¬ 
sation drive mibated by the Rao 
govenunent 

According to him, the reform pro¬ 
cess IS too slow and "we shouldn't real¬ 
ly start celebrating prematurely and 
complimentmg ourselves " 

He is also critical of the way R&D is 
done in India Dham used the tnp to 
talk to mdustry leaders and govern¬ 
ment officials S^iufrcantlv, he had a 
one-to-one meeting with the young 


minis^ for saenoe and technology, P 
R Kumaramangalam (before he 
resigned], and a brief rntroducfion 
with the I^me Minister, who inaden 
tally IS a computer buff himself 

1116 gravevme has it that Vmod 
Dham, during these meetings, sound¬ 
ed on his "wulingness" to b^me an 
advisor to the the Gcwenunent on 
India on saence and Technology 
matters 

Do we have another Sam Pitroda in 
themakmg^B 
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Inner^ 


□ Bejan Daruwalla 


Aries 

March 21—April 20 

The week brings into 
focus your home, 
parents, in-laws, 
renovation, and 
installation of machines 
and gadgets in the 
office. Be a little careful in these matters, 
without fretting. Your ambition and 
drive v^l stand you in good stead and 
you will have the energy to push ahead. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 

American moms may 
not make the 

k traditional apple pie 

L any more, but you stiU 

1 ^ have a finger in every 

^ pie, as Mars swishes 

away in your sign, ciespite pressures to 
deliver, you play it cool and succeed 
admirably in getting what you want and 
satisfying oth^. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 

Like Robeson, your 
roots go so deep that 
they may be a part of all 
of us, because Mercury 
and Pluto conjunct in 
your sign. Money, 
family ties, filial relationships, as well as 
responsibilities, status and prestige have 
a definite place in your scheme of things. 
Be bold. 




Leo 

•July 21—August 21 

You strike gold and 
work miracles as the 
sun and the moon are in 
superb placing. Travd, 
eitner for pleasure or 
for profit, is fated. 
Visitors and businessmen descend upon 
you. Health precautions will save a lot ctf 
bother later on. Finance and romance go 
hand in hand. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

New beginnings are 
foretold, and they could 
mean a change of 
scenery altogether, 
launching of an 
enterprise, 
commencement of a relationship or the 
end of an eiriotional chapter. Travel is 
slated. You have a fine diance to sell an 
idea, an image, or a product with flair. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

You can spend money 
by all means, but do not 
be too extravagant. 
Loans and funds, 
investments, buying 
and selling will nave 
prime importance. The secret is to merge 
aesthetics and utility in whatever you do, 
and thus, be doubly successful. Remain 
cheerful. 





Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

Publishers, travellers, 
those in import and 
export, dipbmats, 
lawyers, statesmen, 
sportsmen and editors 
be in their rightful 
mould and element. Fuse spe^ am 
thoroughness for greater emdency. It 
will be hard but not impossible to finldi 
Brsi. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

Be it regarding 
marriage, love, 
business, acting, 
cosmetics, budgeting, 
architecture, land, 
building and 
construction, your luck holds. Pursue 
your objectives with intensity and strict 
priority in terms of importance. A 
job-hop is definitely on the cards. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

Learn to contend 
against opposing 
forces, keep yourself 
occupied with useful 
activities if you are 
feeling a bit low, and 
thereby get on top of any situation. You 
can expecUielp from relatively unknown 
quarters, ramily wrangles and 
misunderstandings will be settled. 





Cancer 

Jun6 21“^uly 20 


Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 


Pisces 

February 19—March 20 


While there will be ups 
and downs this 
week, it would be 
best to be cheerful and 
enterprising, as Uranus 
refers to inwstry, 
factory, alliances and separations, and in 
a way invites risk-taking. Be 
independent, original, and learn to take 
decisions. It is dimcult but not impossible. 


Moon, signifying, 
desire, and Mercury, 
signifying travel, are 
now well-placed, 
resulting in an extra 
boost to travel agents, 
teachers, astrologers, advertisers, 
preachers, journalists, TV anchormen, 
actors, musicians and sports buffs. 
December 19 to 22 are important dates. 


Those in sales, 

commission, 

entertainment, 

V teaching, journalism, 
music, painting, 

U ^ designing, copywriting 

and ads do a fine, imaginative job. But 
there is a danger of accidents this 
fortnight. Go slow if you are at the wheel. 
Correspond carefully. 




B 1 R T H Da Y S 


tSs Venus and Saturn in bad formation means 
expenses, over-indulgence and maybe loss in deals. After 
January 29, you wU! register some improvement. 

' "Otf&fklb^r 20: Mercury and Neptune are in fine 
hmmalfon, «ui so you will succeed in ventaires, specially 
ndated to communication and the arts and chonicals. 
DeCM^er‘2J(: Sudden and dramatic developinents take 
plan that go in yuur favour. Entertaining and being cheadul 
! will pay rich dh^«ids, literally ahd%uTativtfly. ' 
DeceiiAet‘22: Moon and Jupifer lead tofunding, inveatir^ 


buying and seUin^ and piobabfy fodcof the draw. Homeand 
proper^ come fofo focua. A good Urthyear. 

Oec e wi i t er 23.* Whiteyousuccetd incQinfounicatiq&, you 
wUi have to hone your manag|^i wlUi and havea tolerant 
outlook, neceraaryfor success. 

DeC0llAet24: Mercury andSatumcouldlead to temporary 
melandioha and g^m, uidess you learn to keep up your 
spirits, Cains wmpe notched afto Frimiary. 

DeiONHlwr 35* shtHxld be done you should get 

money as wi^as recognition due tQ,you. Journey and 
ceremanies.are die other happy events. 
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Shyamsundar 


MANDIR 


The pkofc d«riy» 1» niBite ihfwn tiM ittny (rf a 
miraculous iiKident In SM 
PoQowmg 9ri CheHanYa's tnstractions, 
Nityananda renotmced MtaMnM aiid 
maiTied VasudQia apd ^uiha^ the two 
daughtera of Papdh Siuyadaa Saridwl. 


Nhyananda settled here and the jriMeflUal 
gotitsname/IQuu‘*dah(stnue-4a;m). , 
Nhyananda's son, BfarbhadFa GoawMpii, 
bbUt the Shyammuidair Mandir. Anettoahdj^ 
nirndwtoneRuihaftrahmadutiiniwi id a wt 
of Balkvahara/ wM instructed hy liowd 
KrishnainhiadreamtocariyaosMalnat^ , 
frcmt otw Byifouilm nawab's cMdawaaid 


■maU plot pfiand The 

Jl*_,._f___ 


<3| straw 


could hav«r % an (KtiBf ittoctef * 


idolofthaix)id.VVhilethestoM 7 

carried oi^ a boat it acddastaiylNPt iiMlw 
but did not sbtlc Instead, fttewiaM 
shores of Ballavahara. ^ ' 

Thi«e idols, tme eadi 
RadhalbaQava and Ni»daiiat..wsil[e <%iawi(| 
htan this Mone. Of these, thet^df ' " 

























GARBAGE 

W hen wc eat, we throw the waste 
away. We tear papers and 
throw the pieces away. We threw the 
bones of the chicken we ate yesterday. 
It is all garbage. 

All waste materials thrown away 
are garbage. Some of the garbage will 
be dumped on the roads. You might 
even find your broken toy which you 
threw away, in the garbage-dump 
beside your house. 

You drank a new 'Jumping Mango' 
and threw the pack away. It landed 
plonk in the gutter. That is also 
garbage. 

Garbage is everywhere. Everybody 
sees it everyday, everywhere on 
roads, in gmters, at corners, on dump- 
trucks, garbage is a common sight. 

Garbage is filthy and smelly. Only 
the pigs love it. But it is sometimes also 
very u.seful. It makes the soil fertile. 
Trees and crops are grown in soil to 
which garbage is added. Also, some 
garbage items like empty boxes, bot¬ 
tles or waste-paper can be recycled. 

1 fowever, plastic and polythene do 
not decay and mix with the soil. These 
cause pollution and are harmful to the 
environment. Oneday, we might even 
be buried under plastic bags! 

So, as a good citizen, I will think 
before creating garbage. 

Subhojoy Gupta 
10 i/rtirs, 3 month'i: Croup I 

A DAY IN THE 
LIFE OF AN 
ELEPHANT 

D ay is breaking, and as 1 open my 
eyes, the sun twinkles at me, 
through the green, leafy canopy of the 
African jungle, overhead, dazzling 
my sUvpy eyes. 1 stretch my huge 
body, and slowly gel to my feet. A 
baboon, that had been basking in the 
warmth of the body, leaps up and runs 
away, chattering in alarm. 

I grab a few leaves from the acacia 
triv under which 1 had been .sleeping, 
and prod my infant son, sleeping next 
to me. When he opens his eyes, 1 set 
him on his feet, and together we go for 
an early morning dip in the nearby 
River Zaire. 

Humans have honoured us with the 
name i/txodonto africam, yet they stUl 
hunt us and kill us for our beautiful 
tusks and for our meat. Our group has 
been fairly safe in the heart of the Con- 
16 



THE GOO 




To commemorate the World Environme 
Nature-lndia had organised an all-Beng 
for children between 10 and 18. 7h 


go, but, only a few days ago, we heard 
that a young bull elephant had been 
killed by a human, not far away. 

After our early morning bath, my 
son and 1 return to the place where we 
slept. The rest of our group is now up, 
and after entwining trunks with the 
matriarch of our group, a sign of res¬ 
pect and honour, all of us set off towar¬ 
ds the river to drink water, in an order¬ 
ly line, each elephant clasping the tail 
of the one in front with his trunk. 

We spend the greater part of the 
morning beside the river, wallowing 
in the cool, muddy waters, showering 
ourselves with water sucked up from 
the river with our trunks, having a 
refreshing dust bath, or, of course, 
drinking our fill. 

When the babies and the young ele¬ 
phants become hungry, wc return to 
the shady forest, and feed on the 
young bamboo shoots or acacia leaves. 

It is now time for a nap, and the fore¬ 
st becomes still and quiet, as if listeni- 
ing to our breathing. 

Awakening, a snack of nutrient-rich 
tree bark alleviates our hunger, and 
now, in the cool of the dusky African 
eve, our energy is boundless. We push 
over trees, pull up tender young 
shoots, and generally stomp around 
being elephants. The forest reverbera¬ 
tes to the sound of our trumpeting. 

One by one, the tired elephants fall 
asleep, starting with the youngest 
baby, bom only a few months ago. 
Another day has ended, and has fortu¬ 
nately pass^ in peace, for it is not 
always like this. 

Traps ate set for us, which itch and 
hurt. Humans chase us wiHt frre, tite 
deadly enemy of all the forest. Often 
we hear of el^hants being killed. 
Soon it will be our turn too. What 
then? Is the world to be rid of ele¬ 
phants, 'majestic creatures', survivors 
of another a^? We are the lar^t and 
most imposing of land animals, and. 


without us, the forests of the world 
will lose a lot of their magic and colour. 
SayonlBasu 
13 years; Croup II 

BIODIVERSITY: 
OUR HEART 
BEAT 


T he plaintive and melodious note of 
a nightingale, the happy cooing of 
the dove, gay butterflies fluttering 
fr'om flowerto flower, snipesand sand- 
pipes marching up and down the 
banks searching for food and the sky 
covaed with sharp-eyed raptors like 
the osprey. The shady trees waving 
from side to side and fragrant flowers 
tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 
We must nip ourselves to come out of 
this reverie. Is this the picture confron¬ 
ting us today? Such a celestial and 
grandiose manifestation is rare now. 
The greenery which was ubiquitious 
before is now vanishing rapidly and 




P EARTH 

} 

LOay this year, World Wide Fundfor 
iessay competition in three categories 
se are the three tvinning entries 


' the plethora of wildlife is reducing 
alarmingly. Materialistic man has 
explioted natur to exhaustive levels. 
Now we realise that preserving bio¬ 
diversity in its natural habitat is preser- 
vi^ our human race. 

Ine flora and fauna around us have 
also been endowed with a special gift 
of life. Life, be it of and ant or an ele¬ 
phant, is equally precious and unap- 
praisable in any currency. The produ¬ 
ce of plants and trees are uncondition¬ 
ally for us only. Can trees eat the fruits 
they produce or plants smell the sweet 
fragrance of their flowres? But still, 
man, the most sagacious of living 
things destroys them without giving a 
i second thought to the trait of irrepara- 
ble damage he leaves behind. Many 
species of birds and animals have been 
effaced from the earth while myriads 
j, are at the brink of extinction. 

India is a veritable birds' paradise. 
Out of the8,500 species, India has near¬ 
ly 1,200. They range from the gorge¬ 
ous Himalayan pheasants, jungl^ow- 
Is to the sunbirds, orioles and pittas. 
But are they safe? Nearly 90 per cent of 



our wildlife has been exterminated in 
the last few decades. Whatever 
remains in gravely endangered habi¬ 
tats is under immense pressure from 
man. This paradise once lost can never 
be resuscitated. Today, man-nature 
relationship has reached a point of 
antagonistic contradiction. In order to 
develop as a part of nature we must 
restore and guarantee full protection 
to it. General economic policies are 
just a farce and often exaceberate the 
problem failing to take into account 
possible effects on the fragile 
environment. 

The food chain links all living things 
whether it be plants, animals, insects 
or humans. It is that chain by which 
one organism provides food to the 
next higher oi^anism. For example, 
small insects are eaten by the fishes 
which are consumed by man. This is a 
typical example of a food chain. In 
most food chains, man is the ultimate 
consumer. Any missing-link in such 
food chains will act'as a boomerang 
and strike man ultimately. 

The use of pesticides, fertilisers and 
insecticides like DDT cause a great 
deal of water and soil pollution. Tbere 
they are picked up by microscopic 
plant life through which they enter the 
food chain and ointaminate it. Oil- 
spills also pose a titanic threat in the . 
smooth working of the food chain. 

The coat of oil over the seas cause 
countless aquatic organisms to die. 
Factory wayte and human sdwage 
also cause water pollution. We are the 
final victims. 

Having destroyed their own fore¬ 
sts, rich nations are now plundoing 
the third world. In 1979 alone, some 
4,22,000 birds and more than 1.1 mill¬ 
ion reptiles and amphibians were 
imported in just one country—the 
USA. Although it sounds incredible, 
the world's rain forests are disappear¬ 
ing at the rate of 50 acres every nunute! 


Reckless human activities like replace¬ 
ment of natioiud forests with "mono¬ 
culture", hunting and poaching of am- 
mals have pwh^ many roedesto Hie 
verge of extinction. Thamm deer, 
osprey, green turtle, slender Borte, Hie 
great Indian bustard and other 
innumerable species are fighting for 
survival. Man cannot give cogent rea¬ 
sons as to why they are hunt^ down. 
Most of them are evn displayed as 
'showpieces' in posh bungalows or as 
a markof Hieir prowess. Thus, our 
treasure-trove of wildlifegets depleat- 
ed day by day. Efibrts whfch have 
been made to stop such sanguinary 
acts are the least applaudable. Wet¬ 
lands on which the waterbirds thrive 
are the first casualties of devdopment 
activities like agriculture and urban 
reclaimation. Tne trees in the vir^ 
forests are 'massaaed' behind Hie 
facade of "economic forestry" to 
allow influx on money for unscrupul¬ 
ous timber contractors.This causes 
serious ecdogical disbalances. 

To preserve our biodiversity, we 
must give impetus to reforestation 
and other restoration programmes. 
Enclosure i$ the key word. We must 
enclose valuable chunks off various 
habitats in their pristine state and pro¬ 
tect them, they are the germplasm 
banks of the future generation. Ecolo¬ 
gical constraints are not 'luxuries' 
which only rich nations can afford. 
Poor countries are more vulnerable to 
the bane of ecocide. Captive breeding 
by artificial insemination ofrers hope 
for animals facing extinction. Theerflu- 
ents and sewage should be recycled 
before they are disposed into Hie 

rivers. There is no dearth of remedial 
measures to stop the depleting Ino- 
divosity. They only thing required is 
our fuU-heart^ and sincere support 
to provide this invaluable ecolo^ 
with a new lease of life. 

No one can defy nature with impu¬ 
nity. Our domination over it is only a 
phyrric victory. We have poisoned its 
chalice and uiUess we hasten to ei^r- 
gate it, Vve will inevitable have to drink 
it. No stone should be left unturned 
and no capabiliHes unexploited by us 
in fulfilling our onus towards nature. 
Preserving biodiversity iis indeed like 
having a life insurance policy. The 
only difrerenve being that here no pre¬ 
mium is to be paid and the pdicy will 
remain effective for milleniums to 
come. Otherwise, the future of man- 
Idnd is bleak and the only vision is that 
of a necropolis. We ouradves might 
get extinct! 

Arvind Agarwal 
17 years; Croup III 
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NOTE-All arrUMl and departure times are for Calcutta. Figure in brackets denote the days, 1 beingMonday. 


ir-J ! I [■!^slA^ K )NAl 


£ Aiiiiltritiin*Dclhi<UcultK 
Arr.(7);ia-875at0230. 

£ Calcntte-Dclhl'Aiiutcnlam: 
D(p.(7);KL-876at0420. 

£ Umdon-Delhi-CalcutU: Air. 
(3,7): BA-143 at 1440. 

£ Caloitta-Dclhi-Londoiu Dap. 
O,7):BA'1142at20t0. 
Cakutta-SbigapaKi Dap. (5): 
S(M15atim 

• CalcHtta-Dhaka-Singapoia; 
Dap.(2);S(H16at1130r 
Slngapoia-Calcutta: Air. (2,5); 
SQ416atl030. 

Dellil-Cakutta-Singapora: Air. 
(l):AI-682alll45;l5m.(1): 
Al-430 at 1300; An. (5): Al-428 at 
0600; Dap. (5): AI-42S at 0710. 
Singapora-Calcutta-Dalhi: An. 
(5):AM29atl630;Dap.(5): 
AI-429at1730. 

Slngapmc^alcutta-Bombair: 
An. (1): Ai-431 at 2240; Dap. (2): 
AI-431at0100. 


lC-724 at 1600; An. (1,2,3,5,6,7): 
BG-09I at 1040; An. (4): BG-091 
at 0810; An. 0,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840 

Calcutta-OiittaBing; Dap. (1): 
IC-225atl230;D^.a5); 
B&698atl730. 
Chittamiig-Calcutta: An. (1): 
IC-226at 1450; An. 0,5): BG-497 
at 1650. 

Paro-Calcutta-Bangkok: An. 

(2):KB-105at0805-Dro.Q): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro; An. 
(7):KB.106atl005;Dep.(7): 
KB-106atn05. 

it Sofla-Bahiain-Cakutta: An. 

(4) ;LZ-503atll30. . 

ic Calcuita-Bahraln-Sofla; Dap. 

(5) :LZ-504at0100. 

* Moacow-Shaijah-Calcutta: 
An.(4):SU-537atl655. 

* Calctttta-Shaijali-Mofcaw: 
Dap.(4);SU-538atl855. 


(l):AI-156/AI-682atll45. 
Toronto-Londoii-Dalhl-Calcntt- 
a: An. (1); AI-186/AI-682 at 1145. 
Abu Dhabl-BombayCalcutta; 
An. (5): A1-756/AI-306 at 1840. 
Bahrain • Doha • Bombay • Cal¬ 
cutta: An. (5): AI-876/A1-306 at 
1840. 

Dhahian-Bombay-Cakutta: 

An. (5); AI-816/A1-306 at 1840. 
Dubal-Dalhi-Calcutta: An. (1): 
AI.734/AI-682atll45, 
Jeddah-Bombay-Calcutia: An. 
(5):Al-806/Al-306atl840. 
Kuwait-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5):AI-S56/AI-306atl840. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta: An. 
(5);AI-826/AI-306atl840. 


DOMLSTIC 


Atr-Indta 

Cakutta-Bombay: Dap. (2): 


.TtmmAiiAkminTke'^^ Fbrasststance,theymay 
tmm(Cityta^2e3390, semi, 26Jt4tS, 262548. 

md(0i*pm) 5529433.5529637, 
'5$2m4tt 267l»7ami204433, 45and46 

leetdituigta, die4 IdOfori^n^ htfomumm, t4lfbr 
msmMtiom, J42/9rfl^arrUiiaband 't43M 
th^rtum. 


Tokyo-Bangkok-Cakutta-Bom- 
bay: An. (6): AJ-309 at 1920; Dap. 
(6>:AI-309at2030. 
Calcutla-Bombay-London-Naw 
York; Dap. O): Al-431/AI-lOl at 
0100. 

Cakutta-Dalhi-London-Naw 
Yoric Dap. (5): AI-429/AM87at 
1730. 

CakutU-Bombay-Dalhi-Londo- 
n-Naw Yoik: Dap. (6): AI- 
309/AI-111at20M. 
Cakutta-Dalhi-London-Toront 
o: Dap. (5); AM29/AI-187at 
1730. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Dalhl-PaiU: 

a ). (6): Ar-309/AI-147at2030. 

cutta-Dalhi-Roma-Ganava: 
Dap (5):Al-429/AH71all730. 
Calculla-Daihi-Frankfutt-Paris: 
Dap. (5): AI-429/AI-141 at 1730. 
Calcutta-Bombay-Dalhi-Paria-F- 
lankkufcDep (2):AI- 
431/Al-143at0100 
Calcutta-Bombay-Dalhi-Frankf 
uit: Dap. (6). AI-309/AI-157 at 
2030. 

Caicutta-Bangkok: Dap. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-731 at 0855; Dap. (1,3,6): 
TG-314atl355 

Bangkok-Calcutta: An (2,4,5, 
7): 10732 at 1505; An (1,3,6)- 
TG-313atl240 

Calcutta-KaUimandu; Dap. (1,3, 
.5):IC-747atll45;Dep.(l,6)- 
RA-2l4at 1455. 

Kathmandu-Calcutia: An. (1,3, 

5).IC-74«atl520;An.(l,6). 

KA-213at1355. 

Calculta-Dhaka: Dap. (1,3,5,6) 
lC-723atl330;Dap (1,2,3,5,6, 
7)BC-092atnM;Dep.(4): 
BG-092 at 0850; Dap (2,3,5,6,7)- 
BG<0%at 1920 

Dhaka-Calcutta: An. (1,3,5,6): 


$ Aminan-Calcutla-Bangkok: 

An. (4); RH84 at 0705; Dap. (4): 
RM84at0805. 

$ Bangkok-Calcutta-Amman: 

An. (4): RJ-185al 1450, Dap. (4)- 
RJ-185at1550 

Calcutta-Bombay-Doha-Bahiai- 
n: Dap.«); Al-431 /Al-873 at 
0100. 

Cakutta-Bambay-Delhi-Moaco- 
w: Dap (6): AI-309/AI-515 at 
2030. 

Calcutta-Bombay-Muacat: Dap. 
(6):AI-309/AI-845at2030. 
Calcutta - Bombay - Delhi - 
Dubai: Dap. (2): Al-431 / AI-733 
at 0100, Dap (6). AI-309/Ai-735 
at 20.30 

Calcutta-Bombay-Dhahran: 
Dap. (2): Al-431 /AI-813at 0100 
Caicutta-Bimibay-Kowrait: Dap 

(6) AI-309/Al-855at2030. 
Calcutta - Bombay - Dar- 
aa-Salaam - Durban: Dap (6): AI- 
309/Ai-217 at 2030. 
London-Delhi-Calculta: An. 
(l);Al-I32/Al-682atlI45 
New York - London • Delhi - Cal¬ 
cutta: An. (5): Al-112/AI-428 at 
0600, 

Paris-Delhi-Calcutta; An. (1); 
AI-146/AI-682atll45. 
Frankfuit-Delhi-Calcutta: An. 


Al-431 at 0100; Dap. (6): AI-309 at 
2030. 

Bombay-Calcutta: An. (5) 
AI-306atl840. 

Calcutta-Delhi; Dap (5); AI-429 
at 1730. 

DeUii-Calcutta: An. (1): Al-682 
at 1145; An. (5): Al-428 at 0600. 


East Wfist Airlines 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dap (daily): 
4S 804 at 0715. 

Bombay-Calcutta: An. (daily)- 
4S 803 at 2045. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6): 45 805 at 1505. 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6). 45806 at 1115. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) : 45 812 at 1145. 
Cuwahati-Calcuttii: An. (1,2,3, 

4.5.6) ; 45 811 at 1425. 


Damania Airways 

Bombay-Calcutta: Arr. (daUy); 
D2-101 at 0830; An. (daily): D2 

103 at 1930. 

Calcutta-Btmibay: Dep. (daily): 
D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (daily): m 

104 at 2000. 

Modat0 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (daily): M9 
301 at 1925. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): M9 
302at2000. 

Sahara India 
Airlines 

Delhi-Calcutta: An. (1,2,3,4,5, 
6): 52 005 at 1910. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6) : 52 006 at 1950. 

Indian Airlines 

Calcutta-Agaitala: Dep. (dally): 
IC-741 at 0^0, Dep. (1,2,3,4,6, 

7) .lC-743atl300,An (daily)- 
IC-742 at 0940, An. (1,2,3,4,6,7)- 
IC-744atl530 

Calcutta-Bagdogra: Dep (2,4,6, 
7): lC-721 at 0800, An. (2,4,6,7)- 
IC-722atl040 

Calcutta-Bangalore: Dep (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) : lC-771 at 0620, An (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) .IC-772atl200 
Calcutta - Vishakhapatnam - 
Madras; Dep. (3,5)- fC-542 at 
1045, Arr. (3,5)- IC-541 at 1000 
Calcutta-Madras; Dep. (daily). 
IC-765at)715;An (daily). 
IC-766at2225 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep (2,4, 
6), IC-777 at 1620, An (2,4,6); 
IC-778al2120 

Calcutta-Bombay; Dep. (daily). 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily); 
lC-l76at0915, An. (daily): 

IC-274 at 1845 and An (daily): 
lC-175at0815. 

Calcutta-Port Blair Dep. (2,4,6): 
IC-285 at 0540, An. (2,4,6). 
IC-286at 1020. 

Cakutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): 
lC-263 at 0700 and IC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): lC-261 at 1900, 
An (daily). lC-401 at 1205 and 
lC264at2155,An (2,4,6,7): 
IC-262at09l0. 

C^cutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhi: 
Dep. (daily): IC-810 at 1040; An. 
(daily); IC-809 at 1500. 

Calcutta - Patna - Lucknow - 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3,5): lC-410at 
1800; An. (1,3,5). lC-409 at 2105. 


£ No traffic rights on Delhi-Calcutta Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Bahram-Calcutta-Bahrain 
* No traffic nghts on (^utta-Shanah-Celcutta 
9 No traffic rights on Calcutta-Dhaira 
$ No traffic rights on Calcutta-Bangkok-Calcutta 






CakatU-Imphal: Dep (3,5) 
lC-2S9«t07«,Arr (3,5) IC-260 
at 1315 

Gdcutta • Silchar • Iinehal: Oep 
a 4,6,7) IC-255 at 1020, Anr (1 

4.6.7) IC-256atl510 
Calcutta'SUchan Dep (1,3) 
10-253 at0850. An (1,3) IC-254 
at 1130 

Calentta-Dibragath; Dep (2,4, 

6.7) IC-201atn«,An (2,4,6, 
7) IC-202atl530 

Olcutta • GuwahaU • DifflapuR 


Dep (2,4) IC-2S7ain40,An (2, 
4) lC-258atl640 
Calctttta-Guwahati Dep 
(daily) lC-229atl310 liep (1 3 
5,6) 10-711 at 0700, An (daily) 
10-230 at 1620, An (1 3 5,6) 
10-712 at 1010 

Calcutta • Tczpur - Joriiat • Cal¬ 
cutta: Dep (2,4 6) 10-213 at 
1010,An a,4,6) IC-2l3atl415 
Calcutta ■ Bhubaneawar - Nm- 
put-Hyderabad-Dep (3,5 71 
lC-7e«Btl600,An (3,5 7) 




Up Ttm 

8B11 1B*15 

idod 19-ao 

5003 20-35 
23 B 1 10-15 


2303 10-16 


2301 16-30 


2305 13-46 


3073 23-00 


5047 13 00 

3009 20 30 
3007 9 40 

3049 13-20 
3039 21-00 
3019 16 05 
3021 21-45 
5669 17-35 
3317 6 10 

3029 17 11 
3 C 05 16-20 
3 p 3 l 21-06 
3025 23-00 


3071 22-30 
3015 9-65 
1159 15-26 


1171 16 26 


3327 14-20 
1181 15-26 


yp Uma 

3141 13-80 


3143 19-16 
3111 20-16 
^7 6-25 
3163 21-40 
8161 11-45 
3193 96-45 


|0«N4«ri|ca.l(WI 

ionyy MilviaAi^^ 

P^OQMII (NtW B ttpwo via 

Qnyu-varanw 

Dtp Tuaa Tlmni&Sat 

Atr WMFrtBSun 

Paoiva (ptaw (MhO fiipraaa vto Patna 
Oep Mon,WadFrt&Sun 
Atr 1^, Tuaa. Thun & Sat 
RaicrantBKpnMviaQi^ 

Dap Mon, tuaa, Thun. Pri&Siai, 

Air Tuaa,wad Tim Sat &Sun 
RaidhaAl Gnauas via Palna 
Dap Vilad&Sat 
AirPriAMon. 

Hbni^ {Jammu-TanwO Eapraaa 
Tn-WWy 

Dap Tuaa Pn&Sat 

Arr tuaa,Wad &Sat 

Purbanotwl (OonMipw) Eapnaa 

Oep &Arr Sun Mon,Wed8Ph 

Ooon Sxprsaa via ( 3 nnd Chord 

Udywi Abha Toonn Gxpeaaa via Mam 

Lme 

AmrttaarExpruaa 

OalhIJMiata Capraaa via Main Una 

QorakhpurGxpiw 

MHMIaBkpeaaa 

Kwimv (Quveahtfl) Bxpraaa 

Biaek Olwnond Expraaa 

CoaHWdEKpruaa 

AaaiMot&asraaa 

Oanapur Expraaa 

NorHiBHwEiqa'W 

Dep Wednesday 

Arr Friday 

damalpia'GKpraaa 

SanttHketan Expraaa 

Chambed (Owa^ ExpraPa 

Dap Sat&Sun 

Arr TuasSWed 

Shipra (tndora) Expraaa 

Dap Tuaa & Wad 

Arr SatSSon 


tlmu On 

' 7-45 2312 
7-85 3006 
13-15 3004 
1700 2382 


lC-770at2120 
Calcutta - Bhubaneswar- 
Madras. Dep (2,4) lC-A44jit 
104S An (2 4) 1C-'541 at lOOi 

Vayudota 

Calcutta-JamahedpurDep (1, 

3 5) PF-717at0630 An (1 I,*!) 
PF-718at0830 

* Calcutta • Aizawl - Agartala - 
Calcutta: Dep (1 3 5) PF-70'?al 
0900 An (1 3 4) pF-706at 124(1 


3103 16-20 
5186 12-40 


ONBMMtudl 

Up ftm 
6003 20 - 4 S 
8002 19-20 


OapBiAiy itpif, 


Calcutta-Cooch Behar-Bagdo- 
pa-Calcutta. Dep (1,3,4) 
PF-707at 1320, Arr (1,3,5) 
Pr-708atl700 

Calcutta - Agartala • Shillong: 
Dep(2 4 6^PF-70lat0630, 
An(2 4 6 7)PF-702atm0 
Calcutta • Aixawl • Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep (2,4,6,7) PF-TOS 
at 1140 An a, 4,6 7) PF-706at 
1430 

• Technical landing at Agartala 




17-00 2304 


10 - 4 S 2302 


12-80 2306 


11-36 3074 


4-30 8048 

7-00 3010 
18-15 3008 


OhttRlMl(ABl« 

thuradayonly 


SeaMoh 

Teeati-Toraa Ex p rae* 

Dep Mon Fn&Sun 
Air wad FnSSun 

OMaaiMBMiH 

PalW EK p raB avjaMalnUrw 

QourEtipraas 
daMMW-TlNlltMBlM* 
)IM(hPlBa»!ii < ip i^ vlH98Gi«)p 


5-90 3072 
15-40 30 ie 
7-15 1160 


7-16 1172 


4-25 3 S») 
7 - 1 B 1182 


2860 12-30 
8034 20-18 
8030 11-20 
2841 14-25 

8311 22 36 


aoiB 17-30 
B 011 5-56 

8006 21-00 
6016 21 - 3 () 
8007 22-00 
8408 t» 4)0 
2^1 6-10 
8078 23-20 
0045 10-50 
8017 16-45 


6322 22-38 


— 14-10 


6314 22-88 


6816 22-35 


86BO SZ-m 


ri«r10 


Homan 

nmiiliini Mm >*■ tilafiii ii' 
QliinWllBaiiilMtfi fiMHB 

KufkEHpnmttaNpBpur 
CoiMMiUlBldMadiuai CyaMan 
ttaCuftaOk 

Dap Tl«i 

Air^ 


Hariflltl MathiEMprpaa 

IHM Biipiti viuOuttack 

dagaAnplhBHirSfMpiBMyfaTia^ 

IMi8ldl(BhidMaMNM^ 

tBuBiliBuanau 

VMCtiidiatMypaniMdIGxpaiM 

1*1 ai ilia Bajima 

Dap Bioapt Saturday 

ArfExoapiSundiw 

MdCMpaaMMondByony 

Trt vandivwCatitral--Howrah - Otw iw i" 

hiMlBniMtEMauR^ony 

OobMh HHibNW TannlniM 

BANMyBtpniM (Ida 

Hoiiiinh)i1tuirkiiyQniy 

aitiaaM8->Oaaa8iiiMMMri)ai^^ 

W aa i6yt tip ra a a (iiMHowMii6VlaaM>a- 

pati)am)8a«ii6ayon|y 

(MoMn HailMar T«nminua Eapraae 

MaVtoakhapiMiatn&HsiMal^ 

Oap FHftStai 
ArHiw 

Kaprnaa (d« HdMMh iOui^ 
naadayorily 

p»% 


(ME) |iip 

. P#'. 

S'® 

3 | 

' i > f 
* - i 

22 - 15 ' «, 

,»4,#ir," 


13-iEi 68«6 


18-48 8 ^ 8 " 


EmbumbB: Paraatind Bia dlaok baanmiait ttf'Baitaivi H 

piwnit fp/t pinp/tipf fiv l uiowii 

ifwraMiiBni iw 

aw lami j i8l 8jl ! Bwi i66waBiiawi06 a iaaa t i8aaa i| i m 

fn BUnOBMiBnBBIBMRPBIflPHVBImlll BW B I I I W IpMirlgpl 
MB iMBniiBaii^ twn haBBT aMjMuBu g 


19 










Neil O’Brien 



Students from MSM (DelhO in action at the all-India final 

'^T ostalgic old timers will One thousand and five 

always associate Sun- hundred school children 

day afternoons with Hame- looked on as Gmtanjali 
edand AmeenSayaniand School summarily des- 

the ever-popular Boumvi- patched thelikesofHyden 

ta Quiz Contest. After a bad Public School to book 

long sabbatical, the contest themselves a place in the 

re-emerged in its new 'ava- national final. Bombay was 
tar* as a live quiz involving next, and even the charms 

over 100 schools and 30,000 of chief guest Meenakshi 
children all over the nation. Seshadri failed to distract 
This year's contest started Arya Vidya Mandir Ouhu) 

with quizmasters Derek from their tryst with 

O'Brien and Joy Bhattachar- destiny, 
jya airdashing to Hydera- 

^d for the first stage of the Back to the 'quiz capital' 

event. for stage III of the zonal 


competition. Calcutta more 
than lived up to its quizz¬ 
ing reputation, and it took a 
nine-question tie-break to 
decide between Don Bosco 
(Park Circus) and South 
Point; the verdict finally 
going in favour of the boys 
from 'Bosco'. 

After a short break, the 
contest resumed in Delhi. 
The 1992 champions. 
Mount Saint Mary's, conti¬ 
nued their golden run and 
won the Ddhi Zona] Final 
for the third successive 
year. The Madras quiz that 


followed was stra^ht out 
of a Stallone starrer as the 
Don B(»co captain single- 
handedly annihilated foe 
opposition. 

Innally it was foe turn of 
the garden dty. Bangalore 
provided a fitting mwe to 
foe zonal rounds with 
Frank Anthony Public 
School prevailing over a 
well balanced fi«d. 

Over to Madras for foe 
national ftnal. The Narada 
Gana Sabha was packed to 
capacity as the audience 
was r^aled with a dazzl¬ 
ing extravaganza of gme- 
ral, audio, wde and video 
questions. Don Bosco 
(Madras), egged on by a 
vociferous home crowd, 
forged ahead in foe early 
stage. The final round had 
the audience on edge, as 
Don Bosco (Calcutta) 
answered the final ques¬ 
tion to clinch the issue. Don 
Bosco (Madras) finished 
second with Mount Saint 
Mary's (Delhi) coming in a 
distant third. 

A popular feature of the 
contest this year was the 
New Bourmrita Book of 
Kmrwledge. After a gap of 
eight years, the series 
resumed with a new look 
production incorporating 
over 600 questions and 
colom photographs. 

P.S.: This week's ques¬ 
tions are from the New 
Boumvita Bodcof Know¬ 
ledge. Exclusively for quiz 
lovers of The Telegraph. 



QUESTIONS 


In which of his adventures does 
Tfotin learn foe'Laiiguage of foe 
fileifoants'7 

9 What connects Adam tmd Eve, 
WiEiam Tell and IsaacNewton? 

3) In fiction, whose closest friends 
w«e Merrylegs and Ginger? 

D Which ftim is believed to have 
tite largest number.of'extras'? 

B) By v^atname is Acetyis^icydlc 


luforiekfoaClne43iiiyfoteRie ' 
cridcetmahfo? 

TlWhotaiu^BhlinaandDuryo- 
dhane foe use of the mace? 

8) On aecratfole board, whatia foe 
coknor of a triple wend ecore? 
^'Wtatunouial wafoon^impaaft 
Pnfoefli^ofMozanuiiqiu? , 

10) Wlut strange activl^dbeB a 
somnanfotfost mdi^ In? 


■^uneasy 

momisueia^#' 
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JUNIOR WHIRL ■ HAL KAUFAAAN 



monster RALLYl FaoM of Mm* 25 anortad monnwa an In 
aNitonoa abova. Turn cIrawInB wanr wtMh way to IM Iham. 


SAYS WHOI Connaci conaaeuliva Mtara 10 And Hrat namaa of 
ipaafcari (aNhar mala or tamNa); 1. TR ba baek al awn.*' 2 . 
^Wa Ml avaiy Ham3. *Ari owl la a wlaa bM* 4. Ta, Mow out 
lhacandiaa.* anad »•aart x aams x 'waa •» 


CAN YOU TRUST YOUR EYES? Thaw aw rt la aat air dMar- 
anoaa In dwartny dalala baaaaan lop and boNom panala. How 
qutaMy can you And tham? Chaek a n awa w wAh Awaa balow 

luaiatiB R ms a-Aupwiu) ai jaawjg s luaiaMP R aaaq duin > dupiaiui 
wa aaaaajdaAa e maRut r awk] e -flujafiiu RuapoMa i rsaaNauadun 



TIME AND TIDE 
PERSEVERANCE 

Thia claaaic wita teat still baffles 
many. Try it on your friends. 

Two painters are seated upon a 
scaffold suspended over the side of 
a ship, with their feet just six inches 
above the water. As they paint, the 
two men are engaged in conversa¬ 
tion, and are oblivious to the incom¬ 
ing tide. Now then, assuming that 
the tide rises at the rate of 12 inches 
per hour, and that the men plan to 
paint for another 40 minutes, how 
long will it be before they get their 
feel wet? 

No hat periling below. 

•pn *R WM WM n«» PIOIIK* pur 
dnpi uins n* ft ISM aaf rmi tsS i,ului 4 
'piss<|JSM> Sunsi JO poqHidt Sutsq js uoi|S 



BKD CALLI Object of this 
exercise is to insert the name 
of a certain bird in consecu¬ 
tively numbered circles of 
the diagram below so that six 
three-letter words are form¬ 
ed reading from outside to 
centre (ending in e). 

Possibilities among birds 
that have six-letter names are 
the following: Thrush, phoe- 
be, pigeon, grouse, midle, 
cucl^, magpie and shrike. 
But just one of these fits in. 

Which one? 

■AAld'Mf‘«tlO 




FISHEYEOI "Now you eee AM, nowyoudbnt,* aaya the playful Mah 
abow. Add thoaa oehm: 1 .R a d . 2-4.t Mua. i—YaHow. 4-4.1. 


brawn. » H a ah . t—Lt gram. 7 —Ok. brown. R—Ok. gram. 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 potms fv using all the 
letters In the ward below to form 
two compieW words- 

REBUTTAL 


THEN score 2 polnH each far all 
words of tour letters or more 
found among the totters 

Try la scara af taast M palitis. 
m‘ORa mneoMi emnod 



















































































































THIADVINTUMS OP UOiONNAIRI BIAUPIIR 
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PIP YOU 
SMELL TI^AT ^ 
SKUNK last X 
NI6MT AROUND ^ 
TEN O'CLOCK^ 


1 SURE 
t PiP... 
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I HEARD THAT A LOT 

>9E animals r- 
are moving INTO ) 
S THE SUSURSS^ 
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all THE NEW 
CONSTRUCTION 
IS DRIVING 
THE animals 
OUT OP THEIR 

natural 
hasitats 




HEAVEN KNOWS WHAT 

--1 WE'RE SOINS 

TO SEE 

around 

HERE NEXT 
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iXTRACT 


BLOOD 

RELATIONS 


L ike Rebecca, I have a lover. One who 
would seem alien to my family. A 
lover scornful of our habits of self 
effacement and reasonableness, ot 
our naive or desperate clinging to an imagin¬ 
ed continuity. Venn was born in Inida and 
came over as a baby. His family are all success¬ 
ful; there was never question of anything diffe¬ 
rent. He grew up in a world so secure 1 can't 
imagine it, where for us security is another 
kind of trap, something to be discarded as dra¬ 
matically as Rebecca stepped out of dog- 
blooded widow's weeds into a life of sin and 
servitude. 

Long ago, there was Andrew, self- 
described untouchable from a Boston Brah¬ 
min family who'd leased a summer home next 


ByBharah 

Mukherjee 

Extractedfrom The 
Holder of the World by 

BharaUMukher/ee; 
Viking, Rs 250 


to ours on Martha's Vineyard. He took me 
behind the sea-grap»e arbor, or perhaps 1 led 
him there from curiosity and boredom (he 
was my first), and later that day dolphins 
threw themselves on the beach and a crowd 
gathered to watch their threshing and not 
ours. 1 remember thinking, stretched nude on 
a dune above a squad of lifeguards and heli¬ 
copter cameramen, 1 hope dolphins won't 
always be sacrificed 
virginity. 

Then came Blake, waib refrafai to profes¬ 
sors in my freshman aj^ays: f^Can 

someone tell me why Ipibqld be^Iearn^ 
stuff that's already in a It’Was a revela¬ 

tion to me that mutantt^Bll4bew,bora ht my> 
decade and raised in niy^ounby with such a. 


• 






pure belief in the perfectibility of knowledge 
retrieval. Instead of memorising the stuff, we 
should be inputting it. We paid huge sums to 
world-famous experts who sat in their offices 
and read all day—and in a lifetime they proba¬ 
bly covered five per cent of the written record 
in their field. The goal of every freshman 
should be to replicate the data base of the mc»t 
learned professors in the world. Then they 
could start using it in their sophomore year. 

Chase, a brief flirtation from a summer 
archaeology dig in Harvard Yard, with a 
knack for finding fragments: pottery, specta¬ 
cle cases, clay pipes, bent spoons, Sbeum 
coins. The seceret, he said, was an abiljy^ nof to 
separate the valuable artifacts ftom the Stor¬ 
ies of landfill—anyone could diat> he said— 
but to merge them, to seeOHK^iiL^iiaatbetween 
sand and gravel and copper coins dr fired-clay 
powder. He's the first of my friends to win a 
genius grant. 

Devon, who got me through the first lonely 
months in London by taking me everywhere 
by bus and tube and walking, pointing out 
buildings, revealing how sheer love of a city, 
sheer awareness of one's setting, was an 
ad equate replacement for food and warmth, 
until fhe day he disappeared and the police 
found sticks of dynamite and blasting caps in 
< nwcloS^, wrapped in my sweaters. His love 
m Lonoto was a targetting missioan. 

Gavinand Giles, who seem to be as inter- 
; changeable as their names: each had a mum, 

' and a red-faced da in a tight buttoned sweater. 


both aspired to emigration. New Zealand or 
the Yukon. They were pure air-and-water feti 
shists—they monitored things—rainfall and 
temperatures, pollution and pulse 
rates—and I dallied with them both on the 
same days, for I had become insatiable not for 
sex but for presences that were not immed iate 
ly dismissible or transparently ridiculous. 
Their temperaments were sweet, what the 
French call douce, meaning mild, even gentle, 
as well as sweet. I thought of them as dolphin; 
and wanted to protect them like endangered 
species. I had b^un to despair that I'd taken i 
sip of some secret potion that would leave me 
forever scornful and impatient, which led, 
upon my return to Yale for my senior year, to J 
serious contemplation and the fear on the par 
of my parents that I might not marry soon, or 
at all. 

I had slipped off the continental shelf of shal 
low, undergraduate affairs into the dark, cold 
maritime trenches. 

Love's old sweet story, fate supplies a mate 
the melody lingers on, et cetera, et cetera, for 
then came the older men, the professt)rs and 
the bosses and men with complicated lives 
and fatal flaws, addictions, recoveries, encum¬ 
brances, married men, older men, brilliant bui 
unstable men, attractive but sclf-engros.sed. 
My twenties passed in grad school and in tra¬ 
vel and in short-term grants and short-term 
affairs that took me wherever I wanted to go. 


Peoidenvill 
always respond 
to stimuli, but so 
will pond scum; 
die interesting 
problem was 
constructing an 
interactive 
model of 
historical or 
imaginative 
reality. 

Historical reality 
to begin with, 
since there was a 
data trail, 
indisputable 
facts to 
program in 







Pastsuccetsi^ 
ed up other 
natives of other couw 
attractiveness I could )u 
about them; the codes were ditte 
ve selfishness, petulance, unfaithfulness 
would have despised in Americans; I fell for 
charm and sophistication and tolerated lazi¬ 
ness that would have seemed insincere or egre¬ 
gious in the men 1 grew up with. My college 
friends and other colleagues had, by then, 
gone through much the same types and num¬ 
bers and their first marriages; at least, 1 told 

o^ _ 

of diwSlSe^. And so oii 9 ;{ 
free certificate in my hi 
reat] 

ry,ai. 

The 

to evening 

own. He would not be Americah.1 
pictured him Chinese or perhaps ^ 
can, a scientist, one of those poetrj^ 
physicists or musical chemists who went' 
foreign films for recreation. 1 just didn't thii 
he'd be from India, and three inches shortei 
than 1. 

1 asked him what he did. "A kind of data pro¬ 
cessor," he said. "And you?" 

Very few men in my recent past had deflect¬ 
ed questions back to me. After 10 years of bob¬ 
bing in the tangle and clutter of semi-serious 
relationships, the most attractive trait I could 
imagine in a man was a modest interest in 
t>ther people, notably me, and a perceptible 
lack of self-involvement. 

"What's a data processor doing at MIT?" 1 
asked. 

"I'm more an inputter than a processor," he 
said. 

"Still—" I pursued. 

"It's a special kind of data and a special kind 
of input." 

"Try me." 

"Four dimensional, digital." 

"You've lost me." 

'Tell me about asset retrieval," he said. 

"That's a little like what 1 do. That's why I 
went to the lecture." 

I thought that night I had found the world's 
most modest man. He would not talk about 
his research; be belittled its potential, even as 
my own jaw dropped. He could stimulate 
sense responses—smell, touch, sound—in 
any subject properly equipped and progam- 
m^. But that didn't excite him. People will 
always resp<ind to stiinuli, but so will pond 
scum; the interesting problem was construct¬ 
ing an interactive model of historical or imagi¬ 
native reality. Historical reality to begin with, 
since there was a data trail, indisputable facts 
to program in. 

Not time-travel, he said. Time-retrieval, to 
put it in my terms. 

O n Saturday, Hannah was moved again. 
Nothing mattered. Not the slow, clumsy 




Hetookiaie 
behind the 
sea-grape arbor, 
or pertiaps 1 led 
him there from 
curi<K$ity and 
boredom (he was 
myflrst),and 
later that day 
dolphins threw 
themselves on 
the beach and a 
crowd gathered 
to watch ttieir 
threshing and 
not ours. 1 
remember 
thinking, 
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on a dune above 
a squad of 
lifi^^ards and 
helicopter 
cameramen, I 
hope dolphins 
won’t id ways be 
sacrificed to a 
15-year-<dd’s 
vii^nity 


en out with a parley party very early in the 
morning of the same Friday and whom Cap¬ 
tain Ephraim Curtis rescued from a Nipmuc 
ambush in a defile and brought back, grievous¬ 
ly bleeding. Thomas Fitch would never walk 
again. 

The people of Brcxjkfield couldn't believe 
the betrayal. The Nipmuc were good children 
of God, loyal to the ICng. They feared Wampa- 
noag just like everyone else. The families of 
Brookfield, or Quabaug, as they preferred to 
call it, all had friends among the Nipmuc, their 
wandering animals were often returned by 
Indians, and now white man, encountering an 
Indian in his fields, or by the river, ever raised 
his rifle or felt afraid. This whole dispute was 
unimaginable. 

"French," said some. 

Hannah kept her feelings—what must it 
have been but the world's harvest of sorrow 
and confusion, to be later winnowed into ran¬ 
cor and gratitude?—to herself. Shock disguis¬ 
ed itself as serenity. She had not spoken, but 
she was, briefly, the center of eve^one's con¬ 
cern. The little innocent, torn by a savage from 
her mother's cold breast, cruelly dumped by a 
guilty heathen, doubtless thinking it would 
gain him some credit in the afterlife, on a neigh¬ 
bour's doorstep. 

"Only, we're no papists," cried Henry 
Young. "God has taken His measure. He who 
would slay the mother and spare the child Is 
cruder than any brute animal." 

When flaming arrows came through the 
roof of the house, she hdped carry out 
canisters of precious salt, sugar and oil, and 
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hill. 

The two long days and longer nights of 
Brookfield's siege she btire as though the heat 
of 80 bodies huddle too close, the stench of 
their fear, the war whoops and burning roofs 
and musket fire were ordinary excesses of 
summer weather. Henry Young, rallying the 
defenders, paid with his life for drawing too 
closer to a window. 

Lucas Thorpe, a tall, yellow-haired boy 
wht>'d survived the same ambush that nearly 
killed Thomas Fitch and distinguished him¬ 
self by his en thusiasm for vengeance, volunter- 
red to run to Marlborough for reinforcements. 
Everyone feared their vaunted friendship 
with the Nipmuc would be believed, and the 
columns of relief would bypass Brookfield 
unless word of their distress got out. During a 
respite in the fighting, Lucas slipped out the 
back of the house. She watched, almost pray¬ 
ing for the same sudden fate that had befallen 
Henry Young, as the boy grew small in the 
brush. And then, before she reached the 
woods, a dozen tall Nipmuc braves stood, and 
the colonists watched the boy turning and 
twisting, shouting but sending no message as 
the clubs fell upon his head and shoulders. He 
collapsed, and one brave dipped down with 
him, out of sight. When he stood next, he held 
the yellow patch in his hand, and now they 
could all hear the shouts, even over Good wife 
Thorpe's screaming, and then the braves deca¬ 
pitate the corpse and passed the head among 
them, throwing it as a sport more than a 
trophy. 

'The only man truly to serve as her father 
was somewhere out there in the dark, pump- 




The secret dyfiairdif of Putitanisimli’ad at 
last taken flesh. Nmo we knou’, just when we 
had begun to doubt it and to sink to their level 
of easy virti(H^|^d serft surrstder toeffortlese ^ 

of 

- "lies- 




Shock disguised 
itself as serenity. 

She had not 
spoken, but she 
was, briefly, the 
center of 
eveiyone’s 
concern. The 
little innocent, 
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from her 
mother’s C(dd 
breast, crudly 
dumped by a 
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doubtless 
thinking it 
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the afterlife, on a 
nd^^bour’s 
doorstep 


steel 



MCtifke of our women and chi^ 

slaughter of our livestock, thgi^ 
lelain;^ of possessions, our hoi^,.. 

Gloried be His name! The biblit^V 
—preaicfaed. 'TtopIpl^tf'Zikla] 
ilisifrom Amalekites!" 
;Wi|i^veTesponded,*Ttotenty , 
sweated throUgn^^ 
l^kth. Cnffly^n pm9||d war games undtT 
" ricket^MMrs: Good wij^« 
iteflH^^nd bandia] 
‘i^soldiei^, 

ran 30 

American Ol 3 rmpi 8 T»—(o^'trbops'and supp¬ 
lies from Marlborough. This was life without 
God's protection, the life Brcxikfield had 
begun to take for granted. Nipmuc construct¬ 
ed a rolling fire spreader, a travois of barrels 
and shafts and wheels, and rolled the huge, 
blazing weapon right up to the house. Sudden- 
Jy, histories tell us, a freak rainstorm rose up 
and put out the fires. God tests us a bit at 
times, but He listens; His children, seeing in 
the rain providential purpose, prayed for 
strength to survive His blank indiffemce. 
Major Simon Willard, riding at the head of his 
force of healthy triwipers, arrived in partial ful¬ 
fillment of colonists' prayers. The Major and 
his men checked the encampment's badly bur¬ 
ned fortifications, salvaged what could be 
reused from vandalised houses and bams, 
then advised abandonment and relocation. 

A continent of opportunity is a continent of 
cmelty. They had known that when they 
came; they hardened themselves to the messa¬ 
ge so long as they stayed in sight of Boston Har¬ 
bor and the waters that separated them from 
the shamefulness of English history—but 
they'd forgotten. Now God had rededicated 
them, praise His name. Devastation exfoliates 
providential efficacy. Suffering is good, 
though sometimes confusing. Brook- 
fielders—no more this Quabaug nonsense— 
scattered to sturdier Puritan garrisons. 

Robert and Susannah Fitch settled in a 
modest, two-storied house on Herbert Street 
in Salem, bringing with them Hannah, the 
somber orphan, the living reproach to any for¬ 
giveness, any mission to tiie savages, and Tho¬ 
mas, their newly crippied.-aborigiphobicson. ■ 
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Ghosted by Anil Grover 


T7i/s new column will alternate with Fir^ Person. —Editor. 
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A GUTOE TO CHOOSING 
THE RIGHT MATTRESS 


Is a soft mattress the most 
oomfortabte? 

9 

Nol A soft mattress is only 
deceptively comfortable. The truth 
is, a sinking soft foam mattress is too 
soft to provide adequate back 
support The extra body weight at 
the middle makes the mattress 'sag', 
leaving you with a nt^ng backache. 
Is a hard mattress good for 
backaches? 

Wrong againi With increasing 
complaints of backaches, mattresiies 
have come under greater scrutiny. 
Some people believe that a mattress 
should be hard and unyielding. 
Nothing could be further from the 
truth, (^tton mattresiies turn lumpy 
and hard in course of time and lose 
dimensional consistency. Again, a 
case for back related problems. 

Why Kurion is (he perfect mattress. 

Only Kurl-on has the three essential 
qualities that an ideal mattress 
^ould possess: 

a) A soft, smooth surface that 
provides sensual comfort and 


ensures a blis^l sleep. 

b) A 'breathing' characteristic for 
easy air circulation, to prevent 
building up of heat 

c) A firm, thick base to hold your 
body weight without s^^ng. 

Yes! Kurl-on is designed scientifically 
to incorporate all these features to 
malw it the mattress of choice. 

Every Kurl-on mattress is made up of 
millions of tiny coir 'springs', sprayed 
with pure latex, in a multi¬ 
directional configuration, with a soft 
cushion overlay. It bounces back to 
retain its shape and springy comfort. 
The unique reinforcement in the 
middle, supports the extra body 
weight to prevent sagging. And the 
firm, thick base holds the heaviest 
body weight with ease! 

What's more, Kurl-on is specially 
designed for tropical climates. Its 
natural fibres 'breathe' to ensure 
coolness. And prevents building-up 
of heal. 

No wonder, the Kurl-on range of 
rubberised coir mattresses are soft, 
yet firm and super comfortable too! 


Kuii-on provides total back support. 

The first question an orthopaedist 
asks when you complain of backache 
is: 'TVhich mattress are you sleeping 
on?" Chances are, it won't be a Kurl- 
on mattress. That's because Kurl-on 
is the only mattress actually 
recommended by orthopaedists to 
prevent backaches. Kurin's 
scientific deagn provides total 
support for the spine and promotes 
blo^ circulation to keep backaches 
at bay. 

Kuri-on - the latest tntemationai 
styling. 

Kurl-on is designed with stateof-the- 
art, fully computerised technology. 

It is available in a range of elegant 
tapestry to suit any decor. Take your 
pick from pastels, florals, embo^d 
or self designs to match yotu* taste. 

Kurl-on's 'Klassic' and 'Super Deluxe' 
models are quilted by fully imported 
machines to ensure perfect quilting 
and tape-edging to Iset a lifetime. 
Remember, only Kurl-on combines 
perfect comfort, support and 
elegance i n a s ingle mattress. 


Would you settle 
for anything less? 



Karnataka Consumer Products Ltd, 
Manipal Centre, Bangalore • 560 042 
Phone; 587132/587l68/'587235/687262 


India’s largest selling mattress. 
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Cricket, 

Cricket 

■ We were extremely 
pleased to see the Magazi¬ 
ne come back on the right 
track with the spectacular 
cover story, 'Diamond 
Heads' (November 7). 
That was a brilliant shot 
of Jonty Rhodes in action, 
not to speak of the other 
photographs. 

Sunil Banetjee, 

Calcutta 

M Bengal's contribution 
to cricket is next to noth¬ 
ing now. It was hearten¬ 
ing to know that this was 
not always so ('A Voice in 
the Wilderness'). 

These days, the gla¬ 
mour and glitter of inter¬ 
national cricket over¬ 
shadows the glorious 
times when cricket was a 
gentleman's game. At 
least, thanks to the CAB 
and the Magazine, people 
arc remembering men 
like Kamal Bhattacharya. 

He is right when he 
says that pet)ple do not 
love the game any more; 
money is all that matters. 
Siddhartha Biswas, 

Calcutta 

■ Prior to D(x>rdarshan, 
it used to l)e Pearson Suri- 
ta ('How Green was My 
Garden') who would 



Jonty Rhodes: Where the action is 


bring Eden Gardens 
before our eyes through 
his commentary on AIR. 

His witty statements, 
keen observations and 
impeccable diction 
would make us crowd 
around the radio sets at 
restaurants and 
paan-shops. 

We ha ve not heard com¬ 
mentary of his standard 
since. 

Nanda Dulal Roy 
Chowdkury, 

Kharagpur 

■ The absence of 


Australia, England and 
Pakistan took the cream 
out of the tournament. 
Prabal Guha, 

Jamshedpur 

■ That was simply too 
much of cricket and loo lit¬ 
tle of regular features. 
Aria Mishra, 

Cuttack 

M Vinod Kambli could 
have also featured more 
prominently among the 
willow-wielders mention¬ 
ed in your cover story. 

True, he was on the 
cover, but there was very 


little on him inside. A 
never-say-die cricketer, 
he is the Brian Lara of 
India. 

Rakesh Verma, 

Calcutta 

■ On November 7, 
cricket lovers felt most dis¬ 
heartened when they 
could not see the Hero 
Cup inaugural cricket 
match between India and 
Sri Lanka live on Doordar- 
shan, or even listen to the 
commentary on AIR. 

But, then, there was 
your cover story with its 
colourful photographs. A 
solace indeed! 

B.N.Bose, 

Calcutta 

Too Bad! 

■ 'Food Fetish' (Novem¬ 
ber 21) was a real disap¬ 
pointment, since we were 
expecting something 
exclusive on Michael Jack- 
son, and his 'endangered' 
Dangerous World Tour, 
or even a solemn article 
on the late Indira Gandhi. 

We would greatly 
appreciate it if you could 
keep cuisine limited to 
the usual regular column. 
For us unprofessional 
cooks, the cover story was 
not only boring, but extre¬ 
mely complex, hyper- 
statistical and elitist. 
MirAfsarAli, 

Calcutta 





PAGE 14 

THE YEAR-ENDis here. And it's time for celebra¬ 
tion. But is the glamour of the racecourse, which 
is known for its own elitist charm, still intact? Or 
has filthy lucre overtaken it? 
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IXTRACT 


WHERE ANGELS FEAR 

TO TREAD 



A fter eight weeks 1 was finding the 
fcx>tfall of walking something of a 
hypnotic drug to which I had beco¬ 
me addicted, and I was beginning 
:o resent the frequent interruptions from curi- 
jus weliwishers at the roadside. But I continu¬ 
al west along the road to Bhagalpur, having 
rationalised that I should not follow the river 
pedantically around a meander because it 
would necessitate imposing on a village for 
iccommodation. In fact, I wasapprehmsive 
about walking into an area shown as blank on 
my map, but was still determined to keep 
going, despite all the warnings and advice to 
lake the train through the troubled areas of the 


BY DENNISON 

Berwick 


extmcte^Jivm A 
Walk Along the ilanges 

by Demmiaom Berwick; 
Ri^&CwSteM 


state. This was not youthful brashness: I know 
that most battles and massacres were being 
fought between serfs and landowners backed 
by the police and would not affect an outsider. 

Bihar's reputation for violence, supersti¬ 
tion, misery and political corruption is so 
extreme that I had found it difficult to believe 
accounts such as 1 had read in India Today 
before I travelled through the state for myself. 
The opportunity to gain access to remote, for¬ 
gotten areas, such as parts of rural Bihar, was 
another reason for walking beside the Ganga. 
But I was not prepared for the squalor and 
human degradation which gave rise to the 
violence. 





"RuralBihar—the very n^me conjures an | 
image of a land full of gun-toting youths and I 
caste hnids. A land whin-e murder is not news I 
any more, where whole villages are demolish¬ 
ed or set on fire if an individual reuses to pay 
for afund. A land where poor peasants dread 
sending their womenfolk to the fields for fear 
of sexual assault," reported a waiter in The Hin¬ 
dustan Times. 

Bihar is a state lagging far behind the 
achievements and conditions of other parts of 
the country, where standards of living for 
most people are slowly improving. It is not 
unknowm for witches to be pursu^ and vic¬ 
tims ducked underwater—if intuxent, they 
drown, and if guilty they survive to be burnt 
or beaten to death. The anger of the gods is 
real and strong measures must be taten to pro¬ 
tect the majority from people possessed. 

T he electric lights cut out, as did the power 
in the towm, just as the chapatis, dal and sub- 
zee were being served on leaf plates. After our 
meal and ablutions over the parapet, I was led 
dowm the big, stone steps to deep the night on 
the floor of a room at the front gate. This was 
to be my coldest night. One blanket, kindly 
fetched for me, and my own blanket and cot¬ 
ton sluing bag were inadequate for the long 
night. Inere was nowhere to hang up my 
mosquito net and the blood-suckers were the 
flrst to attack, buzzing round my face and bit¬ 
ing through the blankets in a dozen places. 

The concrete floor was hard, which was beara¬ 
ble, but it acted like a heat sink, draining my 
body of warmth. As each buttock and side of 
my body numbed with cold, 1 would roll over 
to allow the other side to chill and curl up 
tighter in a ball. 1 would pull up the blankets 
and thus expose myself to more mosquito 
bites. The door of the room stayed opm all 
fright, for a reason unknown to me, and a 
junior member of the temple slept snugly in a 
heap of blankets at the back of the room 
Winds got up during the night and it began to 
rain hard. My sandals were still outside and I 
worried lest the river rose and washed them 
away. 

It was a long, uncomfoctable lught. I lay 
awake with the buzzing of mosquitoes and 
the howl of the wind in the dark and longed 
for morning to come. Eventually I could stand 
it no longer and resorted to my 'space blanket' 
again, tl^gh it was supposed to be orUy used 
once. I had resisted all gadgetry for the walk 
but was glad of the slim packet which opened 
with a great deal of cracUing into a large insu¬ 
lating blanket. 1 wrrapped the silver blanket 
around me and felt renewed warmth. 1 was 
cheered by knowing that 1 was now impervi¬ 
ous to the mosquitoes and fell mockingly 
asleep. 

lyyry first attempt to rejoin the embankment 
XVJLaway from tne road was stopped by two 
men bloddng the way through viBage 

They were adamant but not unfriendly. 



Bihiir*s 
reputatkmfor 
violeiice, 
siqierstitkiii, 
n^ry and 
pofidcal 
comiptimiisso 
extreme tint I 
Imd found it 
dilllciiitto 
bclievem»ouiits 
such asihad read 


Unfortunately I couldn't understand what 
they were telling me. 1 was, nevertheless, now 
erttering the area where the eight boys had 
been kidnapped and murder^ four weeks 
previouiily. 

I made a second attempt to rejoin the 
embankment by following a cart track that 
wound through a hamlet. I made it through 
this time and was already on the footpath 
bevond the houses when a group of children 
called me back and I stood in front of a middle- 
aged man while he spoke. I didn't understand 
a word but when he had finished I asked, 
"Decoff?" 

The man smiled. "Many, many," he .said. 

But I .still did not want to leave the river and 
detour miles inland. 

"Dffcoifs. Go by road," said the man in 
Hindi, miming his hand across his throat to 
demonstrate how dacoits deal with their vic¬ 
tims. Reluctantly remembering the wisdom of 
the Three Kings departing to tneir own coun¬ 
try by another route after being warned of dan¬ 
ger in a dream, 1 opted for safety and took his 
advice. The guardian looked ruieved what 1 
bowed gently to him and retraced my way 
through the hamlet. It was dteappointing to be 
on the road yet again, but at least 1 was walk¬ 
ing towards thebright splendour of a lateafter- 
noon sun. ■ 
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Diagnostics at its finest 


At first you would wonder if it is all make-believe. 

Thesparklinj;, fully air<onditionod two-storey pre¬ 
mises. Kvor busy R(*coptionists who mix computer- 
bast'd services and a genuine smile with remarkable 
ease. A sprawling lounge, glass panelled and fully 
carpeted, with comfortable sofas and soothing touches 
of greenery. 

No. With over two hundred peqjlo coming here 
every day, none of this could be stage-managed. This is 
exactly how the place always is. For in terms of services 
and ambience, it always strives to excel. 

Welcome to |MD MEDICARE. Calcutta's premier, 
ultra-modem Diagnostic Centre that has propelled the 
city's diagnostic services into the 21st Century. 

The Only One 

Since inception 
barely ten months ago, 

JMD has emerged as a 
unique Ct'ntre lor sev¬ 
eral reasiins. 

First, )t is the only 
privately-managed fa¬ 
cility ot its kind that 
offers bt^th state-of-art 
MR IMAGING and CT 
SCANNING under 
tine rcx>f. Thus, Ix-'ing a 
one-stop Centre for di¬ 
agnostic imaging, JM D 
is a boon to Eastern In¬ 
dia, particularly 
Calcutta. 

Also, the array of 
many other facilities 
availableat|MD- MR 
Angiography, 

Ultrasonography, 

Echixardiography, X- 
Ray, EEC, ECG and 
Pathology - makes it 
a uniquely self- 
complete Centre. 

Capable of meeting every specific requirement of the 
entire medical fraternity. Confidently. And in time. 

Perfect Synthesis 

JMD has attained a jaerfect dovetailing of superior 
machine ptiwcr with brilliant human faculties. 

On the one hand arc its range of state-of-art diagnos¬ 
tic equipment, versatile, accurate and entirely reliable, 
sourced from world leaders. 

And on the other are brilliant young doctors, led by 
Dr C C Agra walla and Dr Anup Bharga va, who excel in 
imaging, scanning, data interpretation and reporting. 

"MR imaging is among the most advanced and 
versatile imaging techniques known to man yet," says 
Di Agrawalla. "U reveals internal lesions in several 
planes, and in ihcir minutest detail. JMD being among 
the very few Centres that offer this facility, weare proud 


to have unproved manifdd the level and quality of 
diagnostics available in Calcutta." 

• Adds EJr Bharga va, "The variety and nature of com¬ 
plications we have diagnosed at JMD is truly amazing. 
And these have related not just to the brain, but all pants 
of the body. Mudi of this wouldn't luive been po^ble 
without our MR] facilities." 

Backing up JMD's machine-professionals combine 
is a team of silently efficient luirsing and support staff. 
Experts all, in cenntorting the sick and reassuring their 
escorts with genuine sincerity and warmth of service. In 
clean, congenial surroundings that in every respect 
match of environs of leading diagnostic centres around 
the world. 

Tribute to Doctors 
Doctors of Eastern 
India, and Calcutta in 
particular, arc tradititm- 
aUy renowned for their 
exceptional abilities. 
With medical sciences 
making rapid advances 
globally, the least they 
deserve is adequate 
backup facilities to keep 
up with the times. 

JMD, in itsown way, 
complements these doc¬ 
tors' oxpertiseand allows 
them to perform at their 
peak. 

Corporate Mission 
What guides the activi¬ 
ties of JMD? What is its 
philosophy? 

When Mr B L 
Jhunjhunwala, an IIT 
Kharagpur graudate- 
turned entreprenuerand 
Managing Director of 
JMD, along with Dr. 
Agrawalla and Dr 
Bhargava, was planning the Centre, he had a vision. 

"Olcutta simply deserved to regain its lost glory as 
the Mecca of medical sciences in India," he says. We 
wished to contribute to this revival. One way ot doing 
this, we diought, was to bring to our city the most 
advanced electro-equipments. 

"While Calcutta has lately seen a mushrooming of 
polyclinics and nursing homes, the area of diagnostics 
has remained rather neglected. 

"And so we planned JMD. A Centre that would excel 
in the most comprehensive range of sophisticated diag¬ 
nostics. One that Specialists could rely on. Where even 
GPs could refer their patients directly, on first suspicimi 
of an abnormality. And where patients would receive 
full Value for Money." h 

Indeed, JMD is truly living up to its Mission. | 
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Now ^ 

you know 

who holds the keys to 
the full range of Medical Diagnostics 

jMD>i4edicare 





P-336, C I T. ROAD SCHEME VIM CALCUTTA-700054 
(C I T PHOC'-BAGAN CROSSING) 

PHONES 37-5338,37-5339.21-8652 






c^Zess Lens. 

But no power loss.Hi-Index 
Lenses from GKB. 



Conventional 


Hi-Index 


Wearers of conventional high power glasses had a heavy load to bear. With their 
extra thick lenses and equally thick frames, they had a permanent dent on the bridge 
of their nose. And it didn’t improve their looks either. ■ Such discomforts are now 
over for good. With GKB Hi-Index single vision or bifocal lenses. In glass. Or plastic. 
These lenses are up to 30% thinner and considerably lighter. But there is no power 
loss, m GKB Hi-Index tenses are scratch resistant. They can also be treated 
against reflection. And because the lenses are thinner, a wider choice of stylish 
frames are available to improve your looks. ■ GKB Hi-lndex lenses are manufactured 
from world class imported blanks in one of the world’s jk^ 

mmt advanced lens m^gfadlity. At our fully onnputerised IV 1^ 

West German CNC Laboratory in Calcutta. Try our x*\pTIOAi O 
Hi-Index lenses. They will take a weight off your nose. ^ 


Anything else is something less. 


14/8A Oariahat Road, Calcutta-7fXX)19.Phone 4404907 
8/t. L.oudon Street. Near Belle Vue,C:alcutta-700 017.Phone 247S261 
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Stammering making life 
miserable? 

Why neglect it? 

Come to the only centre of its kind and enjoy 
a stammering free life with the help of 
simple practices,public speaking classes, 
group discussions, debates, speaking over 
microphone & telephone, interrogative 
sessions and several other ways. 



Avail of SPECIAL CRASH COURSE 
in winter vacation and cure 
stammering completely within 3 to 4 
weeks. 

Crash Course is open for all. 
Rush immediately at the only 
Institute of Calcutta of International 
repute— 




CALCUTTA 
STAMMERING 
CURE CENTRE 

2, Hindusthan Park, Calcutta-700029 
Time-9 a.m. to 7-30 p.m. Sundays closed 
Send Rs. 30 MO for Prospectus. 

Course Director— ^PARTHA BAGCHI 
Chartered Accountant 


STAMMERING 
IS NOT ADKEASE 
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Eye care:perfect 
spectacle lenses 

V ision being vital, it f essential for all to take proper care 
of the eyes. If you wear spectacles it is very essential 
that these have lenses that are accurate and conform exactly 
to your opthalmologist's prescription. It is rather unfortuna¬ 
te that the most widely used technology for grinding pre¬ 
scription lenses in the city and the country is over 50 years i 
old. It is difficult, though not impossible, to ensure absolute- i 
ly perfect dispensation in terms of power, axis, centering 
and optical clarity through this technology. 

But, fortunately, high-tech lense manufacturing technolo¬ 
gy has already come into the country and is yielding excell- 
















Advertisement Feature 


ent results. In Calcutta for instance, there is the modem pre¬ 
scription laboratory of GKB Rx Lens (P) Ltd. with latest com¬ 
puterised machines made by LOH of Germany. LOH is a 
world leader in opthalmic lense machinery manufacture. 
Mr B.K. Gupta, the promoter director of GKB Rx Lens and 
his son Sarmv Gupta went through long and intensive train¬ 
ing at the LOH factories in Germany and Switzerland, study¬ 
ing the production of prescription lenses ondre CNC genera¬ 
tor and absolute production control. Mr B.K. Gupta, of cour¬ 
se, i^ also die promoter of GKB Opdcals which has been 
among the best known opthalmic showrooms in Calcutta 
since 1968. 

A prescription laboratory is a fully equipped factory from 
where an optician can get all t>^es of prescription lenses and 
services. It eliminates tor the dispensing optician the burden 
of buying blanks and then getting presciption lenses ground 
through old and rather inadequate systems. The GKB labora¬ 
tory, tor example, sources a vast inventory of power combi¬ 
nations in world-class blanks and has a totally updated sys¬ 
tem for fast and accurate dispensation of glass and plastic 
lenses. 

GKB has the latest version of the LOH CNC Toric genera¬ 
tor with a complete line of LOH Toro-X smoothing and poli¬ 
shing machines, video computer, blocking, marking and 
cheating instruments for the production of precise, accurate 
and perrect lenses that conform fully to opthalmological pre¬ 
scriptions. The CNC generator is free from possible human 
errors and is direedy connected with the computer which 
calculates the technical data fed in from the prescription. 
The computer adjusts the toric generator to give the most 
accurate curvature for the individual prescription letise in 
less dian half a minute. 

Further, the well-balanced, matched fitting of the LOH 
Toro-X is considered far superior to other conventional 
machines. Chances of improper finish and inaccuracies are 
said to be completely eliminated. LOH marker and blocking 
instruments ensure accurate placement of lens to enable 
accurate axis and prism setting. The results are throughly 
checked by installed inspection instruments. 

The GIOB precision lenses are manufactured and dispens¬ 
ed under the brand name GKB-CNC lense (glass-plastic 
high-index) and these come with a quality assurance card 
and a computer code number. You can get all kinds of lenses 
made by high-technology; glass lenses, plastic lenses, photo- 
chromic lenses, high-index lenses, anti-reflection lenses and 
progressive lenses. 

So if you are in the need of getting new spectacles it is bet¬ 
ter that you go in for the high-tech Itind rather than the con¬ 
ventional ones. For after all it is a question of your eyes. Plas¬ 
tic lenses are very popular all over the world now and in 
many countries over 60 per cent of the lenses used are 
plastic. You could go in for these too for they are lightweight 
and unbreakable. 


Electric pain reliever 

T he Tensett electric pain reliever has worldwide 
fame. It relieves pain quickly without causing any 
harm to the human body and was launched with clearanT 
ce from the Food & Drug Administration of USA. 

It is now available in Calcutta with the authorised 
dealer C.C. Saha Ltd. at their 170, Dhatmatala Street 
showroom. C.C Saha also markets the famous Alps hear¬ 
ing aids. These hearing aids incorporate the latest techno¬ 
logies available in the world today. 


Bedause life ' 

derives care I 

Woodlands is the most complete hospital 
complex and is best known for its nursing 
care. For more than four decades 
Woodlands has taken pride in 
meeting every need of the patient— 
physical and psychological. Besides 
comfort, hygiene and privacy, there is 
attention to small details that take away 
the terror of hospitalisation. _ 

towards better health 1 

The role of Woodlands extends beyond 
providing premium medical facilities to 
doctors and surgeons, these facilities are; 

• Therapeutic and diagnostic 
services 

• Outpatient clinic 

• MRi and Modem Imaging Dept. 

• Suigery with fire operation theatres 
with two exclusively for cardiac surge¬ 
ry, OT's are equipped to handle any sur¬ 
gery including eye and E.N.T. microsur¬ 
gery and laparoscopic surgery. 

• Caidioiogy; Woodlands Im one of the 
best in^tructure for both non- 
invasive and invasive cardiology, Inclu¬ 
ding modem angiographic facilities. 

• Very well equipped I.T.U.&iX.C.U. 

• Two labour roonts with a modern nurse¬ 
ry with incubators. 

• Lithotripsy 

• Nephrology 

• Physiotherapy units 

• Dental unit 

• Pathology—round the clock service. 



Woodlands 

Regd. Office; 

Woodlands Hospital and Medical 
Research Centre Ltd. 

8/5, Alipore Road, Calcutta-700027 
_Jel: 4791951._ 














: □ Bejan Daruwalla 


March 21—April 20 

You will reach the outer 
limits of perfection, 
make a name for 
yourself, as the full 
moon is helped by 
Jupiter, the great 
benevolent planet. Otanges in the house 
or in your profe«iion are absolutely 
certaUt in tW next three months, starting 
roughly now. Parents may cause concern. 

Taurus 

April 21—May 20 


||V*> 



You will excel at 
romance, 
communication, 
research, inventions, 
designing, modelling, 
acting and directing as 
the sun con juncts Mars. Birth of child^ 
or grandchildren, an engagement or even 
marriage is very much on the cards for 
you this week. 

Gemini 

May 21—June 20 


PH- 



You will be a gambler in 
the roulette of life and 
come out ri^t on top. 
Loans, funds, buying^ 
selling, investing and 
shopping will cu im 
your attention and your time to a great 
extent. Mercury, your main planet, 
conjuncts Venus, giving you a fair share 
of TOmforts. 

Cancer 

June 21--July 20 

'■r-a •' The full moon in your 

1 |B|b I sign makes you 
exceptiunally 
vulnerable to love, hurt 
feelings, intense 
. sensitivity and 

nostalgia. Travel, arts and crafts, science 
and roserach, business and agencies, 
assignments and new commitments will 
entia- you, and you will respond. 


Leo 

Juiy21—August 21 

The sparkle of your 
fame will be well 
justified by your 
imaginative brilliants 
and intense loyalty to 
your work. You will, 
however, have your nose to the 
grindstone, as the sun and Mars swish 
away in your angle of work and 
employment. Expenses will be heavy. 

Virgo 

August 22—September 22 

You will sing with the 
poets as the love bug 
will bite you deep and 
hard. The 
Mercury-Venus 
conjunction is directly 
responsibe for it. Children, speculation, 
creativity, partying, socialising and 
travelling give immense pleasure. A 
good time to be a parent or a grandparent. 

Libra 

September 23—October 22 

^ profound sense of 
, nostalgia could cause a 

Mk yfew problems for you 
this week. Changes on 
' mg X " the home front are 
_jiSaL-_J destined and these 
could spill over into your work areas as 
well. Health is suspect. This is definitely a 
week of chop and change, love and 
separation. 

Scorpio 

October 23—November 22 

' ''' ' 'Ring out fhe old, ring 

nppli^ 

QjjSISr perfectly to you, as the 

S'**' conjunct!^ your 
ruling planet Mars, 

* modern astrology. Rest 

assured that the changte will work out 
most favourably for you and by March 
you should be able to feel it in right 
earnest. 



Sagittarius 

November 23—December 20 

■ conjuiMlim^kes you 

flamboyant. Your main 

funds, toying, setting 
and finding out avenues for increasing 
your income. Partjring and socialising 
find you happy as a bM. Your health 
may pose a iew problems, though. 

Capricorn 

December 21—January 19 

A suige of extra power, 
tremendous inner 
drive, ability to take 
chances anci a distinct 
imaginative flair will 
characterise all that you 
do now, as the quartet of Mercury, 

Venus, Mars and the Sun pull out all the 
stops for you. This will give you near 
invincibility. 

Aquarius 

January 20—February 18 

Mercury and Jupiter in 
excellent placing will 
work to your great 
advantage. Yes, there 
will be expenses, but 
these will be well worth 
it. Mercury, the travel star, prods you into 
plenty of movement now. There will also 
be the danger of accidents this week. 

Pisces 

February 19~March 20 

The Sun and Mars are in 
your solaroscopic slot 
of love, gains, gaiety, 
glamour and gold. 
Promoticms and perks 
around the new year 
will be a certainty. This Is a week of 
promise and the next two will be even 
better. You will be yearning for love to 
lighten your life. 
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IN UP 


Sli^ery Catwalk, ^nd Other SBps 



_ m 9 


T he best thing about the Damania j 
Airways Desigiur Avmds was ! 
that everything wentaccordiitg 
to schedule, bang on time. An hour c» 
cocktails beitxe the actual fashkm 
show did not delay the 'flight* any. 

And, fortunatdy, there were no 
slips <m flte'runway'either, (» as the 
generous compere called ii, the dew- 
soaked catwalk. 

or course, flte sbppeiy and shoddi¬ 
ly made ramp wraen't the only awk¬ 
ward things around (no mishaps 
thankfully though the modds were 
compdled to walk like fliey were 
treading CHI eggs, which must have 
bndcen flie heart of "choreogn^f^Kr" 
Sh^undw Verma). 

llie other awkward things were the 
loo sober watdiers and flie members 
of flie {ness, for different reasons. 

Hut siinultaneousty there was a 
WWF grapfders'diow on dsewhere 
oouldn'thaveaflededthesmalltditur- 
noot at the ToOy Chib. But obviously it 
was a raflier nrivate afto, with most 
of tt)eg;uesisl>eliu from Damania or 
oo-qponsots rrC-WeioommDop and 
Aeirnearanddearones.T1ut,per- 
hq»,wasdsoiid^flieythqipedever 
so pdHely onty, witti an'ah^ 
thrown ha gea^. The tei tia tive cat- 
walk added to me sobriety of fte 


Aiidaei»ess.T1ieyweiewdoom- 
edatflieoAe^taid to"fedaf honwf" 
alto thenleft fimdinR lor fliemadvcSk 


- 




fidgeting uneasify in the middle of toe 
no indicatkms whatsoever whe¬ 
ther toey should be ntting on toe 
grass, at tfie feet of the juoq^cn'— 
ah! fliere isacdDeague, maybe that's 
where we should go. The trays wito 
niUries and cocktails went around— 
and just {ust—themembersofthepre- 
85. Ma]^ they just didn't count, even 
if the Ug fat invitation card said so 
many things in big fat print 

But cm to nioo-things; This was the 
prelim round for Calcutta (Bangidoie 
had just got over, and we were given a 
glim{»e of what was shown dim and 
it was just that: a 'toiii^;>se' of what the 
models there fuurfy wore. 

Ccnnpared to Bangalore, Calcutta 
designs woe scnnething nuns would 
normally wear for their night out This 
was to be followed by the prelims in 
Delhi and Bombi^, with the grand 
finalein Bombay. That should be real¬ 
ly it 

And finally, the mcxids: scmne fresh 
faces, some 'phxked cdikken' ones 
liketoeonce^orgeousSherieMeher- 
Hcmtji and the stunning new super- 
star from Bangalore, Shyla Lopez. 
Abo, the new man cm tlw ramp, the IS 
guy, Marc Rcibinscm...But th^ didn't 
seem to matter to flte organisers, 
designers or theccrnipere^otoer. No 
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ROMANCE 



So sleeps the pride of former daps, 

‘^glories thrill is o'er, 

And hearts that ona." beat high for praise, 

Noil' feel that pulse no more. 

THE WHIFF OF NOSTALCl A THAT ACCOM? AN- 
ies these four lines is unmistakable. It sums 
up the glorious past of theCalcutta racecour¬ 
se which, over the past few decades, has 
had to sacrifice some of its grandeur and 
charm to keep pace with the commercialisa¬ 
tion of the sport of horse-racing. 

Merry crowds of the crettw de la creme dres¬ 
sed in their finest feathers pack the stands 
every first of January, in particular, as part 
of the new year celebrations. Over the years, 
it has become a part of the city's tradition. 

The Khaitan group of companies spon¬ 
sors all the races on New Year's Day each 
year. It is said that nowhere in Calcutta does 
the new year begin quite like it does at the 
racecourse. 

Though the Royal Calcutta Turf Club 
(RCTC) is almost a century and a half old, 
there are reports indicating that racing took 
place as early as 1769. This was at Akra 
Farm towards the southern part of Garden 
Reach. 

The ambience of the track of those days is 
best reflected in this advertisement which 
appeared in a local paper in January 1794: 

"The Stewards present th^ir compli¬ 
ments to the subscribers to the races and 
advise them that breakfast with music will 
be provided in tents on the course after thf 
racing, every day of the three-day meet. Th 
honour of their company is requested at the 
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Part of the racecourse ambience 


Ball and Supper on the final day." 

Apart from Akra, racing also took 
place intermittently at Barasat where 
both Vansitart and Barwell of the War¬ 
ren Hastings Q>uncil had garden 
houses. 

After the formation of the Bengal 
lockeyClubin 1803, thetrackwas mov¬ 
ed from Akra to the maidan in 1809. hi 
the early 19th century, racing also took 
place at Barrackpore which was the 
country residence of the Governor 
General. The last Barrackpore meeting 
was held in 1948. 

The arrival of ).C. GaLstaun in the 
late 19th c«itury was to have a notable 
impact on racing in Calcutta. For not 
only was Galstaun to become a promi¬ 
nent owner, but his nephew Mac 
Galflaun was desbneci to become a 
leading trainer at Calcutta. Mac 
Galstaun's proudest nmment was 
when his filly. Hovercraft, had the bea¬ 
ting of the piping hot favourite. Prince 
Pr^eep, in the first Invitation Cup 
race run at Calcutta in 1964. 

Three of the most celebrated visitors 
to the Calcutta Racecourse have been 
if( 


His Imperial Majesty Haile Salaiaiie I, 
Emperor of Ethiopia, on November 
15,1955 and Her Majesty, the Queen 
of England and His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Edinburgh on February 
18,1%1. The emperor presented the 
Ethiopia Cold Cup to Lt Col W.H.N. 
Kerr whose Welfare Lady won that 
race on that day. 

Her Majesty, the Queen of Eng^nd 
presented the Queen Elizabeth 0 Cup 
to Mrs A.M. Billimoria, the owner of 
Pa Bear who won a manmable race. 
Wally Swinbum on Pa Bear made his 
moveontheoutsidewhiletheiegenda- 
ry Lester Piggott tried in vain to 
squeeze Risby through an opening 
aloi^ the rails. 

One of the lighter moments of that 
wcHiderfuI aftnnoon was when Arde- 
shir Billimoria met the Queen at the 
time of the trophy presentation. 
"How's father?" he asked her. On 
being inhnmed that he had died years 
ago, he was visibly upset, but went a 
step further when he made his vote of 
tluinks to dieQueen, saying, '1 ttiank 
you fiom the bottom erf my heart and 




w 

T T hat was earlier a sport confined to the dile and high society is now 
iMitwring more to the man in the street, often bckwnging to the lowest, desperate strata 
of sodely and the hwiicore ^business’punters 



Chief minister Jyoti Basu being escorted by ITC’s then chairman J.N. Sapru 
(on his left) .and the officials of the RCTC 


my wife's bottom, too." 

Unfortunately Old Billy Boy as he 
was affectionately called is no more, 
so one can't possibly check whether or 
not he actually made the faux pas he 
was reputed to have made. 

Rather sadly, visitors from royal 
families of other nations is now a leaf 
from the past. I’erhap.s, the most dis¬ 
tinguish^ foreign visitors in recent 
years have been international 
cricketers; and then, a Ujcal filmstar or 
two and maybe a barefoot painter 
once in a way. The GovtTnr)r of West 
Bengal does make a rare, 'ctrurtesy 
appearance', usually for the presenta¬ 
tion of the Governor's Cup. Chief 
minister ]yoti Basu has, at least once in 
the recent past, made an apj.HMrance 
as has the GCX'-in-C, Eastern 
Ctmmand. 

Colourful personalitii*s in their own 
right, but they fail to fill the void creat¬ 
ed by the absence t>f eminent royal 
individuals, and recreate that magic 
aura which hx>k prect’dencetn'er belt¬ 
ing operations. 

W ith the waning of the Raj, the 
governing body of stewards 
gradually gathered renowned Indian 



beck to camera) and ‘horseman’ M.F. Husain 


names. One of the earliest Indian Ste¬ 
wards was Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan, K.C.l.E. in 1947. His asso¬ 
ciation with the RCTC spanned four 
decades. Other eminent Indians who 
attained Stewardship in the post- 
Independence era were Sir Biren 
M(X)kerjee, Kumar V.C. tail of Nazar- 
gunjand more recently B.M. Khaitan. 

Perhaps, as a wistful remembrance 
of past splendour, the present body of 
Stewards has an Englishman among 
them. He is R.H. Wright O.B.E., popu¬ 
larly known as Bob Wright. 

Like the governing body, the body 
of professionals also acquired a more 
Indian look in the Seventies. 'The era of 
trainers likeCalstaun and Goswcll 
was over. The retirement of trainer 
Captain Fownes and the migration of 
his nephew Lawrie Fownes to Hong¬ 
kong left Calcutta that much poorer. 

Slowly but surely, racing took on a 
more commercial look. From a Satur¬ 
day afternoon sport that the upper 
crust attended after lunching at one of 
die more exclusive clubs, it has turned 
into a multi-crore industry with large 
corporate houses pouring money into 
it. 

Two of the bigger names in this 
game are ITC Ltd and the UB Brewer¬ 
ies group. Rather aptly, FTC Ltd, the 
makers of Classic, India's finest ciga¬ 
rettes, sponsors the classic races which 
attract large cniwds. Last year, The 


Classic Calcutta Derby Stakes earned 
a prize money of over Rs 10 lakh. 
Thus, along with the advertising 
expenses, it adds up to a substantial 
amount of expenditure for just one 
race. Apart from the Calcutta classics, 
ITC sponsors races at other centres, 
too. 

The UB group is owned by a big 
name in Indian racing, Vijay Mallya. 
Mallya's love for fast cars and tho¬ 
roughbreds is no secret. Most of the 
classics conducted by the Bangalore 
Turf Qub are sponsored by Mallya's 
group of companies. 

One of the richest races in the coun¬ 
try for youngsters. The Ptxmawalla 
Breeders Million, is sponsored by the 
Poonawallas. They own one of the 
most immaculate stud farms in the 
country. At their farm stands three of 
the most successful sires of contempo¬ 
rary classic crops in India, Mai vado, 
Riyahi and Sovereign Silver. 

Covering charges by any of these 
stallions could exceed half a lakh of 
rupees. In his first 10 years at the stud, 
Malvado sired nearly 200 foals of 
which a phenomenal 165 were 
winners. 

Great has been these sponsors' sup¬ 
port to the sport and without them, 
RCTC would have perhaps been reel- 
ing by now. It is also inevitable that 
with mexiemisation and the era of 
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Calciitta‘s Champion owner, Oipak KhsAan, and (behind him) Bob VVHgM, the 
only English steward at RCTC 


sponsorship, racing had to change. may work out to anything between Rs 

And with it. Hie aura, the ambiance. 10 to Rs 20 lakh per colt or filly. 

With investments running into cro- 
' i 'ne outstanding success of the Poo- res, it would suggest thatsuch sport is 
1 . na wallas may have been responsi- indeed confined to kings. However, in 
Me for luring the leading owners of recent years, to overcome financial 

racehorses in India to the stud hurdle, syi^icate ownerships have 

industry. DipakKhaitan, one of the been fomed. This distributes the 

Inggest investors in quality hcxseflesh financial burden four ways, 
every year, has an abundance of Thebasktrainingfeetomaintain* 

MalvaidoaundRiyahi progenies. He is ing a thcHoughbred is around Rs 5,000 

known to invest several emres of permemth. AddedtoHiisisthecostof 

rupees in package deals. This would eiqjenave vitamirwand medicines. A 

mean a dozen or so foals by these sires leadingthoroughbredcanwinany- 
at a negotiated price. On an average, H filing up to hal^crore of rupees in 


stakemoney today. By fiie^of five 
a successful thorougUmed is usually 
retired to stud. If successful at the 
stud, he can more fiian doifole 
eanrings. 

After the iruseption of Inter-State Bel 
ting Operations (ISBO) in 1975, the 
five majen-ladng centres (Bombay, 
Calcutta, Bangalore, Madras and 
Hyderabad) ate linked via hofiines 
during race da 3 rs. Thus, bets can be 
made at Calcutta cm horses running a 
other coitres. This has meant that ocrni 
mercialisation is the key word now. 
Mtmey is alL Leading professionals 
are known to race their better wards a 
all major centres, enticed by the 
increased stake mcmey. 

'Orofessional rivalry among trainers 
X provides amusing stories. For inst 
ance there was this particular owner 
who had his horses stabled with two 
different trainers. One was a veritable 
old hand who had been training hor¬ 
ses for years while the other was just 
starting out. Being a smooth talker, tlv 
older trainer with experience on his 
side convinced the owner concerned 
to transfer the horses for the youngo’ 
traino- to him. He then went on to put 
another nail in the youngster's coffin 
by telling the same owner that when 
the two horses reached him he had 
them dewormed and had he lined up 
the worms that came out one behind 
the other, th^ would have gone 
around the racecourse. 

The younger trainer bore the com¬ 
ment in mind and waited almost six 
months before he got his own back. H< 
emtered a horse horn his stable in a 
race where file older professional was 
running his previous owner's charge 
and fanqdng it, too. Hie final result of 
the race was that the younger trainer's 
horse w<m, beating his fdlow profoi- 
sional's horse convincingly. 

That evening, the old owner came h 
ask the younger trainer how he'd 
managra to win. "Simple," lefrfied 
the youngster. "You see, I never 
deworm my horses. Thm I instruct 
my jockey not to whip my horses in a 
race. All they have to do is merely kid 


ne erf* the lighter mcNDients ctf that wcmcteiul aflemooD was when Ardediir 
Billimoria met the Queen at the time of the tn^hy presentation. *How’s father?’ he 
asked her. On being informed that he had died years ago, he was visihly upset, hut 
went a stiqi hirther when he made his vote of thanks to the Queen, saying,‘I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart and my wife’s hottom, too’ 


20 








them in the stomach during the race. 
This excites the worms into action and 
Aey nit^ at the horse's stomach. 
This provides a tickling sensation as a 
result of which the horses run faster." 

Calcutta's racing fraternity suffered 
a major setback when 70 of their hor¬ 
ses were burnt alive in the fire that 
devastated the Bangalore stables in 
1969. Despite much of the cream hav¬ 
ing been destroyed, there was a scintil¬ 
lating finish to the Derby of 1972 
whi(^ saw the Goswell trained Volun¬ 
tary edge out Hydrofoil by the short¬ 
est of short-heads. The story goes that 
the owner of Hydrofoil had sold 
Voluntary few months earlier lo reple¬ 
nish the bloodstock of a fellow owner 
who had lost several of his horses in 
the fire. 

The severe tax structure (15 per cent 
on all bets placed with ixx>kmaker$ 
plus income tax on winnings) has led 
to a network of behind-the-scenes 
'bookmakers' who have as a front seve¬ 
ral registered bookmakers in the ring. 
These 'front men' accept bets from the 
big punters at 'half tax' (meaning the 
punter is subjected to half the normal 


tax) and settle winning bets off the 
record. Tlie larger bets of Rs 1 lakh or 
more are usually 'shout' bets, where¬ 
by the punter merely indicates by 
means of a pre-arranged code the 
amount he intends to stake. 

As no big cash is transacted in the 
ring, it is a difficult task for the vigilan¬ 
ce de^rtment toclatnp down on such 
bets. Thus, the mesh of illegal bookma¬ 
kers has come tube accepted as a part 
and parcel of racing. While illegal bett¬ 
ing generates black money, the pur¬ 
chase of winning Jackpot tickets of 
large denominations at a premium is a 
method of laundering unaccounted 
wealth. 



by reducing taxation on all totalisator 
pxK>ls from this season. Taking the cue, 
the RCTC has alst> reduced its commis¬ 
sion rates to attract mure punters at 
the Tote. The result has been instant. 
The turnover has increased considera¬ 
bly and dividends have swelled. 

Another novel idea introduced by 


RCTC recently is the Totalisator Value 
Card which allows one to in^ay at die 
tote without using cash. Eaudi card 
valued at Rs 5,000 can be bou^t from 
the club at a discount of Rs 200. 

The computerisation of the totalisa¬ 
tor in recent years has made this possi¬ 
ble. To pander to the needs of the smal¬ 
ler punters, the RCTC has not increas¬ 
ed the entrance rates of the Grand 
Enclosure (Rs 14), but has doubled the 
rates of the entrance for the Members 
Enclosure (Rs 100 on all days except 
on January 1 and Derby Day when it is 
Rs 200) from this season. Thus, wduit' 
was earlier a sport confined to the elite 
and high soci^ is now catering more 
to the man in the street, often belong¬ 
ing to the lowest, desperate strata of 
society and the hardcore 'business' 
punters. 

Encouraging racegoers to play at 
the tote ne^ not worry bookmiwers 
who have a regular clientele. There are 
bookmakers in every sphere of gambl¬ 
ing and racing is no exception. They 
are here to stay. A hilarious anecdote 
during the time bookmakers were 
allowra to own horses comes to mind. 

There was a three-horse race run in 
Calcutta where the happenings before 
the actual running easily sur^wsed 
.the event itself. The story goes that a 
certain gentleman entered the book¬ 
makers’ ring before the race and walk¬ 
ed up to a particular bookie ti^lace 
his bet on horse number one. The rea¬ 
son being that the odds offered by that 
particular bookie were better than any¬ 
one else's on that horse. 

Hardly had the gendeman placed 
his bet that the bookie inoeaKd the 
odds on the same horse. Asa result, 
the gentleman once again backed the 
same amount on the horse. The proce¬ 
dure was repeated yet again, but 
before the gentleman turned to walk 
away, theb<x>kmaker, probably suffer¬ 
ing from a twinge of pricked conscien¬ 
ce stopped him and said, "Look sir. 
I've tal^ enough of your money on 
horse number one and I hate to tell 
you this, but the horse belongs to me 
and 1 have given instructions that he is 
not to win today." 

"Well," replied the gentleman, "it's 
going to be a mighty slow race run 
men because the other two horses run¬ 
ning in the race belong to me and 1 
have given instructions that neither of 
the two is to win this race either!" 

It did turn out to be the slowest race 
run in history, but neither the bookie 
nor the gentlranan had the last laug^ 
because the race was declared nuR 
and void owing to the absolute farce 
thatitbecame.il 


Her Ma^sty Queen Elizabeth 11 presenting the Cup to Mrs BUlimoria, owner of Pa 
Bear, in 1961. Also seen Sir S.K. Ghose, Maharaja of Burdwan, trainer 
M. Qaistaun, A.H. Billimoria and jockey W. Swinbum 



Chukm to omasum on maaco. Hmitaae has baan hold over —Editor. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


NOTE: All arriml and departure times are for Calcutta. Figures in brackets denote the days, 1 being Monday. 

lC-724aU600;Arr.(l,2,3,5,6,7): (1): A1-156/AI-682 at 1145. DtUtUntiH AinOttVS 

BG-(»iatl040;AiT.(4):BG-(»l Toronto-London-Delhi-CaleuH- „ , 

at0810;ArT.a3,5,6,7):BG-095 a:AiT.a);AM86/Al-682atll45. Bombay-CalcHtU: Arr. (daUj^- 

at 1840 Abii DhaW-Btmtbay-Calcutta; D2-101 at 0830; Arr, (daily): 02 

kjrr.CTlrKL-STSatO^. Cdcutta-ChittMong: Dep. (1): Arr. (5):AI-756/AI-306atl840. 103atl9M. .... 

Calcutta-DcIM-Amaterdain; IC-225all230r&p.(X5): Bahraiii-Doha-Bombay-Cat- ^roj^^b w Dm. <daa)2: 

le0.(7);KL^6atO42O. B(3-698atl730. aitta:Arr.(5): AI-876/'Af-306at D2-102 at 0915; Dep. (daily); 02 


e Amstonlaiii-Delhi-Calcutta: 
Arr.(7);KL-875at0230. 

£ Calcutta-DcIM-Ainaterdain; 
Dep.(7);KL^6at0420. 
£loiulo(i-Dclhi-Caleutta: Arr. 
0,7); BA-143 at 1440. 
COikatla4>ellil-London; Dep. 
0,7): BA-1142 at 2040. 
CalcHtla-Singaporr. Dep. (5): 
SCHlSatll'O. 

• Cdcalta-Dhaka-Slngapoic: 
Dep.(2);S(H16atll30. 
SlngwoK-Calcnlla; Arr. (2,5); 
5(^416 at 1030. 

Dclhl-CaleiiHa4l]igapi»e: Arr. 
(l):AI-«82atll45;Dm.(l); 
AI-430at1300; Arr. (5): Al-428 at 
0600; Dep. (5): At-428 at 0710. 
StitgaNm-Caleulta-Delhl: Arr. 

(5):AM29atl630;Dm.(5); 
AI'429att730. 

Singapore-Calciilta-Bombay: 
Arr. (1V. AI-431 at 2240; Dep. O); 
AI-431at0100. 

BombayCalcolta-Baiigkok-fl^- 

l»R Arr. (5); AI-306 at^; Dep. 

(5) ;AI-306atl950. 
Tekyo-Bangkok-Calculta-Bom- 
bay: Arr. (6): M-309at 1920; Dep. 

(6) :>U-309at2030. 
Cidcutta-Bombay-LondoR-New 
York: Dep. (2): AI-431/AI-101 at 
0100. 

Calculla-Delhl-Limdon-New 
Yorii: Dep. (5); AI-429/Al-187at 
1730. 

Calcntla-Bombay-Dellii-Londm 
n-New Ymk: Dep. (6): AI- 
309/AI-111at2^. 
Calcutta-DeUii-Loadon-Totont 
at Dep. (5); At-429/AI-187 at 
1730. 


lC-724atl600; Arr. (1,2,3,5.6,7): 
BG-09i at 1040; Arr. (4); BG-091 
at 0810; Arr. (2,3,5,6,7): BG-095 
at 1840 

Calcutta-ChittMong: Dep. (1): 
IC-225all230;Dro.(X5): 
BG-698atl730. 
Chittagong-Calcutta: Arr. (1): 
lC-226 at 1450; Arr. (2,5): BG-697 
at 1650. 

Paio-Calcutta-Baiigkok: Arr. 

(2); KB-105at0805,^p. G): 
KB-105at0850. 
Bangkok-Calcutta-Paro; Arr. 

(7);l»-106atl0(B;Dep.(7): 
ICB-106atlia5. 

tt Softa-Bahrain-CalcuttK Arr. 

(4) :LZ-503atll30. 

fc Calcutto-Bahrain-Sofia: Dep. 

(5) ;LZ-504at0100. 

* MoaeoMP-Shaitali-Caleulta: 
Arr.(4);SU-537atl655. 

* Calcatta-Shartafa-Moscow; 
Dep. (4); SU-^at 1855. 




(l):Al-156/AI-682atll45. 
Toronto-London-Delhi-Calcutt- 
a: Arr. (1); AM86/Al-682 at 1145. 
Abu Dhabl-Bombay-Calcutta: 
Arr. (5): AI-756/AI-306 at 1840. 
Bahraiii - Doha • Bombay - Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): AI-876/'Af-306 at 
1840. 

Dhahran-Bombay-Calcutta: 

Ait. (5): AI-816/AI-306 at 1840. 
Dnbai-Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1): 
AI-734/AI-682atll45. 
Jeddah-Bomboy-Calcutta; Arr. 
(5): AI-806/AI-306 at 1840. 
Kuwatl-Bombw-Calcutta: Arr. 
(5):Al-856/AI-306at1840. 
Riyadh-Bombay-Calcutta; Arr. 
(5):Al-826/AI-306atl840. 


DOMLSTIC 


Air-lndia 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (2); 


j., . ^mwvBdtule. 

Pmtng^are 
mntstmdeby 
^ may 
^^^li63iiH5,262548, 
SP^5529637. 






Dep. (5): AI-429/AM71 at 1730. 
Caicntta-Delht-Frankfuit-Paria; 

a >. (5); AI-429/Al-141 at 1730. 

cutta-Bombay-Delhl-Parla-F- 
tmklurt: Dep. (Z): AI- 
431/AI-143 at 0100 
Calcntta-Bombay-Delhl-Ftankf 
uit Dep. (6); Al-309/Al-lS7at 
2030. 

Calcutta-Bangkok: Dep. (2,4,5, 
7): IC-731 atfe Dep. (1,3,6); 
TG-314atl355. 

Bangkek-OIcntta: Arr. G, 4.5, 
7): 10732 at 1505; Arr. (1,3,6): 
TG-313atl240. 

Caicutta-Kathmandu: Dep. (1,3, 

5):IC-747atll4S;D«j.(l,6): 

RA-214Btl455. 

Kathmandtt-Calcutta: Arr. (1,3, 

5): IC-748at 1520; Arr. (1,6): 
RA-213atl355. 

Cdcntta-Dhaka: Dep. (1,3,5,6); 
IC-723 at 1330; Dep. (1,2,3, S, 6, 
7);B&092at1120;Dm.(4); 
BG-092 at 0850; Dm. (z, 3,5,6,7): 
BC-096atl920 

Dhaka-Calcntta: Arr. (1,3,5,6); 


S Amman-Caleutla-Baimkoki 
Ait. (4); RJ-184 at 0705; (4): 

RJ-184at080S. 

$ Bangkok-Caleutto-Aiiuiian; 
Arr. (4); RJ-185 at 1450; Dm. (4); 
i0-185atl550. 

Calctttta-Bombay-Doha-Bahnl- 
n: Dep. G); AI-431/AI-873 at 
plOQ. 

Caleutta-Borabay-Delhi-Moeco- 
vn Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-515 at 
2030. 

Caleutta-Bomboy-Muacati Dep. 
(6); AI-309/AI-^ at 2030. 
Caleutta - Bombay • Delhi- 
Dubai; Dep. (2); AI-431/A1-733 
at 0100; Dep. (6): AI-309/AI-735 
at 2030. 

Colcutta-Bombay-Dhahraa; 
Dm. (2): AI-431 /aI- 813 at 0100. 
Calcatta-Bombay-Kuwalt: Dm. 

(6):Al-309/AI-8Sat2030. 
Calcutta • Bombay • Dar- 
’ea-Solaam - Dinbani Dep. (6): Al- 
309/Al-217at2030, 
London-DeUil-CBlcutla: Arr. 
(l):AI-132/Al-682at1145. 

New York - London - Delhi • Cal¬ 
cutta: Arr. (5): Al-l 12/AI-428 at 
0600. 

Poria-Ddhi-CalcMIa: Arr. (1): 

, Al-146/AI-682at1143. 
Fiankhit-Delhi-Calcntta: Arr. 


AI-431 at 0100; Dep. (6); AI-309 at 
2030. 

Bombay-Colcutto: Arr. (5); 
AI-306 at 1840. 

Calcutta-DeUih Dq>. (5); AI-429 
at 1730. 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1); AI-682 
at 1145; Arr. (5): AI-428at0600. 


East WestAirUnes 

Colcutta-Bombam Dep. (doily); 
4S804at0715. 

Bombay-Colcutta: Arr. (daily); 
4S803at2045. 

Cdcutta-Dclhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6):4S805atl5K. 
Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. (1,2,3,4,5, 

6):4S806atlll5. 
Calcutta-Guwahati: Dep. (1, 7. 3, 

4,S,6):4SB12atll45. 
GuwAali-Calculta: Arr. (1,2,3, 
4,3,6>:4S811atl425. 


104 at 2000. 

Deihi-Calcutia: Arr. (daily); M9 

301 al 1925. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (daily): )d9 

302 at 2000. 

Sahara Indta 
Airlines 

Delhi-Calcutta: Arr. 11,2,3,4,5, 

6) :S2(Xl.5an910. 

Calcutta-Delhi: Dep. (1,2,3,4,5, 
h) S2(X)6at 1950. 

Indian AirUnes 

Calcutla-Agartala; Dep. (datiy); 
IC-741 at 0710, Dep. (1,2,3,4,6, 

7) : lC-743 at 1300; Arr. (daily): 
lC-742at0940, Arr. (1,2,3,4,6,7)-. 
IC-744al 1530. 

Calcutta-Bagdogra; Dep. (2,4,6, 

7): IC-721 at 0800; Arr. (2,4,6,7); 
IC-722at 1040. 

Calcutto-Bangalore: Dep. (1,2,3, 

4.6.7) ;IC-771 at0620;Arr.(l,2,3, 

4.6.7) :IC-772atl200. 

Calcutta - Viahakhapatnam - 
Madraa: Dep. (3,5); fC-542at 
1045; Arr. (3,5); iC-541 at 1000. 
Calcutta-Madraa: Dep. (doily): 
IC-765 at 1715; Arr. (daily); 
IC-766at2225. 

Calcutta-Hyderabad: Dep. (2,4, 
6): IC-777 at 1620; Arr. a 4,6): 
IC-778ot2120. 

Calcutta-Bombay: Dep. (dolly); 
IC-273 at 1945 and Dep. (daily): 
IC-176at 0915; Arr. (daUy); 
IC-274 at 1845 and Arr. (daily); 
IC-173at0815. 

Calcutta^it Biota Dep. G, 4,'6): 
IC-285Bt0540; Ait. (2,4,6): 
IC-286atl020. 
Calcutta-DelhhDep. (daily); 
IC-263 at 0700 and lC-402 at 1720, 
Dep. G, 4,6,7): IC-261 at 1900; 
Arr. (doily); IC-40] at 1205and ' 
iC-264at2153, Arr. (2,4,6,7); 
IC-262at0910. 

Calcutta-Ranchi-Patna-Delhl: 

Dep. (daUy); IC-8P0 at 1040; Ait. 
(didly):lC^atl500. 

Calcutta • Patna - Lucknow- 
Delhi: Dep. (1,3,5); lC-410 at 
1800; Arr. (1,3,5): IC-409 at 2105. 


£ No traffic rights on Oefii-Calcutta-Delhi 
& No traffic rights on Bahraln-Catoutta-Bohraln 
* No traffic rights on Calcutta-Sharlah-Cslcutta 
O No traffic rights on Caicutta-OheHa 
$ No traffic rights or. Celcutta-Bangtok-Calcutta 
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CalcutU'Imphal; Dep. (3,5); 
K:-259 at 0745; Arr. (3,5): IC-260 
at 1315. 

Calcutta > SUchar • Imphal: Dep. 
(2,4,6,7): IC-255 at 1020; Arr. (2, 

4.6.7) :IC*256atl510. 
CaJcutU-Sikhan Dep. (1,3): 
IC-253 at 0850; An. (1,3): lC-254 
at 1130. 

Calcutta'Dlbnigaili: Dw. (2,4, 

6.7) : IC-201 at 1140; An. (2,4,6, 
7):lC-202atlS30. 

Calcutta • Guwahati - Dimapur. 


Dep. (2,4); lC-257 at 1140; Air. (2, 
4):IC-258atl640. 
Calcutta-Guwaliati: Dep. 

(daily): IC-229 at 1310, Dep. (1,3, 
5,6); IC-711 at 0700; An. (daily); 
rC-230 at 1620, Arr. (1,3,5,6): 
IC-712atl010. 

Calcutta • Tezpiir • Joriiat - Cal¬ 
cutta: Dep. a 4,6); lC-21d at 
1010; An. (Z 4,6); IC-213 at 1415. 
Calcutta • Bhnbaneewar - 
pur » Hydenbad; Dep. (3,5, <0: 
!C-769all600;An.(3,5,7); 


IC-770at2120. 

Calcutta • Bhubaneswar- 
Madras: Dep. (2,4); iC-544 at 
1045; An. (2,4): IC-543 at 1005. 

Vayudoot 

(^alcutta-Jamshedpun Dep. (1, 

3,5): 1»F-717 at 0630; An. (1, .3,5): 
PF-718at0830. 

* Calcutta-Aizawl-Agartala- 
Calcutta: Dep. (1, .3,5): PF-705 at 
0000; An. (1,3,5); PF-70b at 1250. 


Calcutta > Cooch Behar* Bagdo- 
gra - Calcutta: Dep (1,3,5): 
PF-707 at 1320; An. (1, .3,5): 
PF-708al 1700. 

CalcutU - Agaitala - Shillo«K 
Dep. (2,4,6,7): PF-701 at0«5 
An. (2, 4,6,7): PF.7D2 at 1110. 
Calcutta - Alnawl - Acarlala- 
Calcutta: Dep. C, 4, 6, 7): PF-7(B 
at 1140; An. a 4,6,7): PF-706 at 
1530, 

* Technical landing at Agartala 
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JUNIOR WHIRL : HAL KAUFMAN 




HO, JO-JOt Hit tiM down, wm a priza. Which coniaatant la tha 
winnar? Taka a guaaa, than chack by Iradno Anat. 


WORD PLAYI Taka the word PORT, preoado It with RE. end 
It with ER. and you have REPORTER. Ukawiaa, add RE and 
ER to CORD, and you have RECORDER. Saa It you can think 
ot at toast two more such words. 

'■BiwMinad suKW an pmw 'nn ‘uuoi 'imd 'umia 


HOCUS-FOCUS 


CAN you TRUST VOMR evSS? Thara aia at MR tis SHIar- 
aneat m drawing ctatant b ai w aa n top and nanem panato Hsw 

quickly can you find thorn? Chack answers with those tMow. 

'Bu!«MS|(kMSig'patn*a<t|qsid'g-6u|tS!iut|u8|sapiias> 
'6ijNS|uiaia|0<i c Bufstiuiitadoinox •? tuawHipstsipuBH ■ i ;saON3U3ddta 


WORD SQUARE PUZZLER 
Five five-letter words are requir¬ 
ed to complete the wrird square 
exercise above. See how quickly 
you can fill the blanks. 

Definitions. 

1. Kind of a tiger or doll. 

2. Superior in rank or position. 

3. Sits foe an attlal's picture. 

4. A happening. 

5. Tekea a breather from work. 
Remember, a word square cons- 

ists of a grouping of words that read 
the same both honwmtally and 
vcrticallly 
Time limit; 2 min. 

S s W«I,I C “••HV t svirj I 


SUM BUNCHI Well, how 
about that! Take the number 
9801, which has four differ¬ 
ent digits, lump the consecu¬ 
tive digits into pairs (98 and 
01), add these amounts,, 
square the result (99) and ala- 
kazam, you have the original 
numbn—9801. 

Another number similarly 
composed of four different 
digits produces the same 
result. 

What number? 


StIK qmiu 'panmu y>mM auxmw 
(X A*ui gft- MquKiN 


FUNSPOT 




STALK SHOWI Sunflowers grow on stout aleitts, many 6 to 12 feet 
Ml. Add these eotors: 1—Red. 2—U. Mue. 3—Yellow. 4—Lt. 
brown. S—Flesh. S—LL grsen. 7—Ok. brown. •—Ok. green. 9— 


SPELLBINDER 


SCORE 10 points tor using all the 
letters m the word below to torm 
two complete words 

CONSUMER 


TNklll Mere 1 ywinn each ter all 
> wards at tour totters or more 
found among the totters 

Try M score at leesi Mpeinfs. 
etnui luon .euiocai*i ey ys sod 





























































































































































KIRTl AZAD, now in his mid- 
30s, is better known as ‘a cricketer 
and son of a Congress veteran than 
as a pdittdan. But, perhaps, his 
victory in the recently held Assem¬ 
bly el^iotw in the Golemarket 
seat will change all that. Flam¬ 
boyant, gremrious, and belonging 
to the pky-mrd, work-hard school 
of life, his greatest claim to fame is 
that he was a magic-making mem¬ 
ber of the Prudential Cup winning 
cricket team. Now patriotic fer¬ 
vour has overtaken his love for the 
game. 

T A That is your idea of perfect 
VV happiness? 

A peaceful world, a happy family 
and tension-less moments. 

What is your greatest fear? 

God and voters. 

Who or what has been the greatest 
influence in your life? 

My father Bhagwat Jha Azad, my 
cricket coach Gurcharann Singh and 
politically L.K. Advani. 

What do you dislike most in others? 

Hypocrisy, false talk’and empty 
promises. 

What do you dislike most in yourself? 

I'm not diplomatic. 1 am 
straightforward and blunt. 

What is your most precious 
possession? 

Mytwosoru. 

What objects do you always carry? 

The 'Chm' around my neck. 

What nudces you most depressed? 

The current state of affairs of my 
motherland. 

What do you most dislike on your 
appearance? 

Whenever I wear dirty shoes. 

What is your favourite word? 
JaiShriRam. 

What is your favourite journey? 

A drive with the family to Badrinath. 
What is your favourite dream? 


On what occasiotis 
doyoalie? 


VVheneverlfeadi 
hoKhe late and havfr to 
€9^1^ the reasons to 



Mniiatisyotir 

nightmare? 


Money in a suitcase 


A prosperous and uruted India 
leading the world. 

What is your nightmare? 

Money in a suitcase. 

What or vriio is the greatest love of 
your life? 

Nothing is greater than the love for 
your country. 

What is your source of sustenance? 

Goodwill of the people. 

On what occasions do you lie? 

Whenever I reach home late and 
have to explain the i. u m , . , 1 . .,.^;^=: 
reasons to my wife. 

What is your Wiia 

greatest regret? 

Not having played 
asmanycrid^ » ggl 

matches as I would _ , 

have liked to. Qdd'Sd 

What has been your 
happiest moment? ... . 


The victory of the Indian team in the 
1983 Prudential Cup. India's win oven 
Pakistan in a day-night match in 
Delhi, the same year. My victory in the 
Delhi Assembly elections. 

What brings tears to your eyes? 

Whenever India does badly in 
cricket, or when riots break out. 

How do you relax? 

Being with my sons. 

What do you envy most in others? 

Materialistic attitudes, hypocricy 
and double standards. 1 wish I was no< 
a straightforward person. 

How would you like to be 
remembered? 

I cannot touch the great heights of 
Guru Gobind Singh, Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh, Shivaji and other great 
personalities ot our country. 1 wish I 
—rn <touldbe 

remembered as the 
True Indian. 
H ^w ottld you like 

1 ^ Servinglhe 

countw.Iwish I was 
wifewhte inthemdian Air 

Force and I could die 
.. fighting the enemy. 
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